
  

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

GUESTS 

PUBLIC COMMENT -  "Please introduce yourself and any organization you represent. Please limit your 

comments to three (3) minutes. City Council & Staff will listen to your comments and not respond to any requests 

for information at this time. For those public comments that require a response or follow up, please fill out a 

comment card so the City Manager can respond within 7 business days of this meeting."  

COMMUNICATIONS 

1. AEP Transmission Rebuild Project - EGLE Permit Request 

2. November 4, 2025 Election - Absent Voter Ballot Available; Write-in Candidate Deadline October 

24, 4pm 

3. City Hall Closed in Observance of Columbus Day October 13, 2025 

4. Planning Commission Meeting October 20, 2025 - Moved Due to Holiday 

REPORT OF OFFICERS BOARDS & COMMITTEES 

5. Planning Commission - August 2025 

Police & Ordinance 

6. HPD - September 2025 

Fire Department 

7. HFB - September 2025 

Ambulance 

8. AMB - August 2025 

Van Buren County 

Public Works 

9. DPW - August 2025 

 

City of Hartford 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan 

Commission Business Meeting Agenda 
Monday, September 22, 2025 at 5:30 PM 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills 

10. List of Bills - September 22, 2025 

City Manager 

11. CM - September 2025 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 

12. Discuss & Consider - August 25, 2025 Business Meeting 

13. Discuss & Consider - September 8, 2025 3:30pm Special Meeting 

14. Discuss & Consider - September 8, 2025 4pm Special Meeting 

15. Discuss & Consider - September 8, 2025 Special Meeting Closed Session 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

16. Discuss & Consider - Christmas Decorations 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS OR AMENDMENTS 

17. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025-066 Decorating City Hall & Ely Park 

ADJOURNMENT 
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rri/rks      City of Hartford 

City of Hartford 
Planning Commission Meeting 

August 11, 2025 Proposed Minutes 
 

Call to Order:  
T. Kling, Chairman called the Planning Commission regular meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
Members Present:  

Steve Ackerman, Dan Danger, Gage Gardner, Jenine Kling, Tim Kling,   
Members Absent: Joseph Lehnert, Adolfo Morales 

 
Staff Present:    Nicol Pulluiam (formally Brown),     Guests Present:  Hillary Taylor-McKenna 
 
Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Gardner, supported by Ackerman to approve the agenda as presented. 
Motion carried, 5 – 0  

 
Approval of Commission Minutes: 

Motion by Ackerman supported by Gardner to approve the March 10, 2025 minutes and June 9, 2025 
minutes as corrected to change Tim Gardner to Gage Gardner.     

  Motion carried, 5 – 0  
 
Public Comments:   

 Planning Commissioner Morlas attendance, Chairman Kling will reach out to Aldolfo Morlas to see if he 
has a work conflict that is preventing him from attending the meetings and/or is still interested in serving 
on the planning commission.     

 The City Manager gave an update on the City’s current projects and goals.  
 
New Business: 

 Discuss & Consider – Proposed Home Occupation & Short-term Rental Regulation,  
 

Hillary Taylor, McKenna, will not be at every meeting but will have Master Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance updates to discuss & consider. The Planning Commission can expect to receive 10 – 12 
policy memos for review and discussion.   The memos will have specific questions that require 
answers that should be reflected in the minutes.  A final document, with those changes, will be 
produced for approval.    

Discussion: Home Occupation:  Class 1 includes office and service-oriented business’s that can 
include short-term rentals. Permits would be issued administratively.  Class II would require 
planning commission approval. The Commission is in favor of requiring annual inspections under 
the building department for Class 1.   After discussion, planning commission agreed on Class 1 
having one employee and Class II would be two employees, allowing one commercial vehicles and 
planning commission authority to modify.  Signage under Class II add, can be modified by the 
planning commission.        
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rri/rks      City of Hartford 

Discussion: Short-term Rental Regulation: can be difficult to enforce and are rented 30 days or less.  
Concern was expressed regarding renting out a homesteaded property and would like clarification if 
this is possible.  Recommended Short-term Rentals be under Home Occupation Class I and include 
annual inspections and fees set by City Council from time to time.       

 Discuss & Consider – Master Plan update – Power Point - Community Core Values - Set Priorities 
Land Use –   Smart Growth/Growth Management 
   Infill Development 
   Mixed Use Development 

  Housing -  Blight Elimination  
Neighborhood Stabilization  

     Housing Rehabilitation 
 
  Economic Develop -   Small; Business Support 
     Main Street Downtown Revitalization 
     Commercial Corridor & Job Creation 
 

Recreation -   River & Trail Connection 
     Multi-Generational 
     Park Accessibility 
 
  Transportation -  Safe Routes to School  
     Sidewalk Repair & ADA 
     Gateway & Wayfinding Signage 
      
   Character -   Façade Improvement 
     Downtown Identity 
     Civic Pride  

 
Environmental -  Better Water 

 
Engagement -   Community Vision 

 
Survey Results:    Update on submitted results, Survey will be open to the end of August 
 
Review -   City’s Maps 
 
Next Steps -  Create a framework for the new Master Plan & Begin work on a new 

Zoning Ordinance & Land use maps 
Adjournment:  

Motion by Ackerman, supported by Gardner to adjourn the meeting at 7:56pm 
  Motion carried 5 – 0  
 
Respectfully submitted by: Jenine Kling, Secretary  
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Hartford Police Department 

Monthly Report 

 

 

 
1 

Month: September 2025 
 

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY: 

Still working on cleaning and organizing the evidence room. 

Officers are being more proactive to prevent crimes and enforce traffic laws 

Our friends at the Pokagon Tribal Police were very kind to donate some equipment items we desperately 

needed. (MORE ITEMS DONATED) 

 

STATISTICS: 

 

 Call for Service (CFS) 131 for the month of May, 108 by our agency 

 Arrest Count Report 7 

 Citations  5 

 

 

BUDGET UPDATE: 

We have made cuts on items due budgeting.  We are hoping to get grant money but still awaiting. 

 

STILL AWAITING ANY CONFIRMATION…. on any COPS grant. 

 

I am working on acquiring a newer police vehicle as ours are starting to show concerns and camera 

system for vehicles as we discussed at the last meeting for liability. 

 

 

PERSONNEL: 

Working on two backgrounds for part time personnel. 

 

TRAINING: 

Officer Orvis will be attending a training class in October. 

 

Officer Hamre is signed up for a training this month 

 

All officers are still completing on-line training classes to reduce costs of travel and time 

 

PUBLIC OUTREACH: 

We are continuing blight enforcement and completing property checks.  Some cases have been resolved 

but we have one or two not getting compliance.  We will force the issue with the court. (UPDATES IN 

BS&A) 

 

FLEET STATUS: 

I am still looking at new patrol vehicle and financing options that other agencies use. 
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EQUIPMENT:  

 

New department firearms should be arriving in late September.  Once they arrive, I will schedule training 

with neighboring agencies. 

 

GRANTS & INITIATIVES: 

 

I have completed 2026 COPS grant program.  I am hoping we are awarded the funding. 

 

Amount Grant Grantor Purpose Status 

     

     

     

     

 

Update Manual/Policies/Procedures/Rules: 

 

Name of Policy Date Started Update Status of Update Est. Completion Date 

Assist Other Agency Policy    

Evidence Policy    

Use of Force Form    

    

    

    

    

 

*END OF REPORT* 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: Chief Brian Matthews 

 

Date:  September 9th 2025 
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Elite vanburen Pickup Zone Report - Hartford City  

Response
Incident
Number

Incident
Date

Scene Incident
Zone/District
Description

Disposition
Destination Name

Delivered
Transferred To

Disposition
Incident
Patient

Disposition

Situation Provider
Primary Impression

Description Only

Incident Unit En Route
To Unit Arrived On
Scene In Minutes

Number
of Runs

Incident Dispatch Priority Patient Acuity: Critical (Priority 1)

Response Time Avg: 5:47

VBEMS2505809 08/01/2025 Hartford City BRONSON LAKEVIEW
HOSPITAL

 Anxiety Attack / Acute
Stress Reaction

4 1

VBEMS2505945 08/05/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Sepsis 4 1

VBEMS2505966 08/06/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Altered Mental Status,
Unspecified

17 1

VBEMS2506095 08/10/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Obvious Death 3 1

VBEMS2506265 08/16/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Nausea/Vomiting
(Unknown Etiology)

5 1

VBEMS2506267 08/16/2025 Hartford City BRONSON
METHODIST HOSPITAL

 Hypotension 8 1

VBEMS2506371 08/20/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Vomiting 5 1

VBEMS2506400 08/21/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Shortness of breath 4 1

VBEMS2506666 08/30/2025 Hartford City BRONSON
METHODIST HOSPITAL

 Altered Mental Status,
Unspecified

3 1

       Total:  9

       Total:  9

Incident Dispatch Priority Patient Acuity: Emergent (Priority 2)

Response Time Avg: 7:59

VBEMS2505832 08/01/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Trauma/Injury: Wrist,
Hand, or Fingers

4 1

VBEMS2505855 08/02/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Psychiatric/Behavioral
Problem

19 1

VBEMS2505974 08/06/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Psychiatric/Behavioral
Problem

17 1

VBEMS2506030 08/08/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Trauma/Injury:
Thigh/Upper Leg

3 1

VBEMS2506472 08/24/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Anxiety Attack / Acute
Stress Reaction

4 1

VBEMS2506559 08/27/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Acute pain due to
trauma

3 1

VBEMS2506684 08/31/2025 Hartford City No Transport  No Apparent Illness or
Injury

7 1

       Total:  7

       Total:  7

Incident Dispatch Priority Patient Acuity: Lower Acuity (Priority 3)

Response Time Avg: 7:27

VBEMS2505916 08/04/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
WATERVLIET

 Weakness (Unable to
Diagnosis Specific
Cause)

14 1

VBEMS2505937 08/05/2025 Hartford City BRONSON LAKEVIEW
HOSPITAL

 Psychiatric/Behavioral
Problem

14 1

VBEMS2506178 08/13/2025 Hartford City No Transport  No Apparent Illness or
Injury

2 1

VBEMS2506236 08/15/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Nausea 3 1

VBEMS2506239 08/15/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Hemorrhage, not
elsewhere classified

13 1

VBEMS2506296 08/17/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Nausea/Vomiting
(Unknown Etiology)

4 1

VBEMS2506426 08/22/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Pain: Leg Pain (Non-
Traumatic) Unspecified
Cause or Location

7 1

VBEMS2506577 08/27/2025 Hartford City COREWELL SAINT
JOSEPH

 Altered Mental Status,
Unspecified

4 1

       Total:  8

Printed On: 09/05/2025 07:01:35 AM1 of 2
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Response
Incident
Number

Incident
Date

Scene Incident
Zone/District
Description

Disposition
Destination Name

Delivered
Transferred To

Disposition
Incident
Patient

Disposition

Situation Provider
Primary Impression

Description Only

Incident Unit En Route
To Unit Arrived On
Scene In Minutes

Number
of Runs

Response Type of Service Requested (Eresponse.05):

Incident Date:

Scene Incident Zone/District Number (Itscene.025):

       Total:  8

       Total: 
24

Report Criteria

Is Equal To 911 Response (Scene)

Is Equal To Last Month

Is Equal To Hartford City

Printed On: 09/05/2025 07:01:35 AM2 of 2
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SEPT 22, 2025
LIST OF BILLS 

FOR FISCAL 2025-2026

PAY TO DESCRIPTION SUBTOTAL CHECK TOTAL

2260 AT & T MOBILITY FIRST NET SERVICE FOR CELL PHONES 7/12-8/11/2025 452.68                 
2261 CERTIFIED OPERATOR SERVICE, LLC AUGUST 2025 WWTP & IRP CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 12,500.00            
2262 CONSUMERS ENERGY CITY HALL GAS BILL 7/23-8/21/2025 38.32              

     DPW GAS BILL 7/23-8/21/2025 19.27              
     IRP GAS BILL 7/23-8/21/2025 18.00              75.59                   

2263 FLEMING BROTHERS OIL CO DIESEL - 8/27/2025 444.73            
     GASOLINE - 8/27/2025 711.76            1,156.49              

2264 FRONTIER IRP INTERNET 8/16-9/15/2025 122.98            
     IRP LOCAL PHONE 8/19-9/18/2025 128.83            
     DPW LOCAL PHONE 8/25-9/24/2025 124.33            376.14                 

2265 INDIANA MICHIGAN POWER AUGUST 2025 ELECTRIC BILLS 7,138.43              
2266 JOANN NEWNUM CLEANING AT CITY HALL & POLICE STATION ON 8/29/2025 (4 HRS) 120.00                 
2267 KELLOGG HARDWARE MISC HARDWARE SUPPLIES FOR AUGUST 2025 233.90                 
2268 MILLER THERMOMETER SHIPPED ITEMS TO CROWN TROPHY 15.64                   
2269 MUNICIPAL INSPECTION AUTHORITY, LLC REVIEW - 61827 CR 687 (CASEY'S) 1,003.20         

     BLDG PERMIT #25-HC-506 - 10 OLDS AVE 169.60            
     BLDG PERMIT #25-HC-501 - 202 N CENTER 152.00            1,324.80              

2270 MUTUAL OF OMAHA SEPTEMBER 2025 LIFE & DISABILITY INSURANCE 607.22                 
2271 PAMELA BENCH CLEANING AT CITY HALL & POLICE STATION ON 8/29/2025 (4 HRS) 120.00                 
2272 STATE OF MICHIGAN FILING FEE FOR MTF BOND SERIES 2025 271.00                 
2273 THOMAS NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 8/20/2025 50.00              

     CLEAN CITY HALL 8/27/2025 50.00              
     CLEAN CITY HALL 9/3/2025 50.00              150.00                 

2274 TRACE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES AUGUST 2025 LLHg TESTNG AT WWTP 262.50            
     IRP WATER SAMPLE TESTING 8/11/2025 (ANIONS & ALKALINITY) 103.50            
     SULFATE TESTING 7/13/2025 - WWTP (ANIONS & ALKALINITY) 58.75              
     AM HAWK LOCAL LIMITS TESTING 8/13/2025 692.50            
     IRP WATER SAMPLE TESTING 8/27/2025 (ANIONS & ALKALINITY) 103.50            
     2025 DBP MONITORING TESTING FOR WATER SYSTEM 255.75            1,476.50              

2275 VILLAGE OF PAW PAW LABORATORY JULY 2025 LAB ANALYSIS 120.00                 
2276 VISION SERVICE PLAN SEPTEMBER 2025 VISION INSURANCE 102.98                 
2277 WALTER DE VISSER JR MECHANICAL PERMIT #CH25004 - 303 W MAIN 189.00            

     MECHANICAL PERMIT #CH25005 - 23 HILLIARD 168.00            357.00                 

           TOTAL OF CHECKS ALREADY WRITTEN 26,598.37$          

SEPT 22, 2025
LIST OF BILLS CONTINUED

FOR FISCAL 2025-2026

PAY TO DESCRIPTION SUBTOTAL CHECK TOTAL

2278 ABONMARCHE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR ELY PARK IMPROVEMENTS (SPARK) 5,000.00              
2279 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION 2025 MAP CONFERENCE FOR CITY MANAGER 575.00                 
2280 ANGELA STORY SEPTEMBER 2025 ASSESSING SERVICES 1,383.33              
2281 APEX SOFTWARE ANNUAL SKETCHING MAINTENANCE RENEWAL 260.00                 
2282 BENDZINZKI & COMPANY PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR MTF BONDS 2025 18,850.00       

     PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RELATED TO SEWER RATE STUDY 3,750.00         22,600.00            
2283 BEST WAY DISPOSAL CITY HALL TRASH SERVICE FOR AUGUST 2025 119.68            

     DPW TRASH SERVICE FOR AUGUST 2025 162.34            
     WWTP TRASH SERVICE FOR AUGUST 2025 124.26            406.28                 

2284 BLOOMINGDALE COIMMUNICATIONS PHONE & INTERNET SERVICE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 378.34                 
2285 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OCTOBER 2025 HEALTH INSURANCE FOR CITY MANAGER 1,018.77              
2286 BS&A SOFTWARE SOFTWARE UPGRADE TAX/ASSESSING PLUS 8 DAYS OF 350.00                 

          TRAINING FOR ALL MODULES 31,130.00       
     ADDITIONAL TRAINING FOR UB & COMM DEVELOPMENT 3,300.00         34,430.00            

2287 CINTAS FIRST AID SUPPLIES - CITY HALL 21.42              
     FIRST AID SUPPLIES - POLICE 21.43              
     FIRST AID SUPPLIES - DPW 145.32            
     UNIFORMS - DPW 66.66              
     UNIFORMS - WWTP 35.00              289.83                 

2288 CLEAN EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL VACTOR SERVICES FOR ELMWOOD ST & MICHIGAN AVE SEWER MAINS 3,058.35         
     VACTOR SERVICES TO CLEAN EQ TANK AT WWTP 3,200.50         6,258.85              

2289 COREWELL HEALTH PRE EMPLOYMENT TESTING FOR DARIUS WATSON - DPW 141.00            
     PRE EMPLOYMENT TESTING FOR NICHOLAS KAR - DPW 141.00            282.00                 

2290 CSX CROSSING SIGNAL MAINTENANCE - BERNARD 1,978.00         
     CROSSING SIGNAL MAINTENANCE - PROSPECT 1,978.00         3,956.00              

2291 DOUBLEDAY OFFICE PRODUCTS 3 INCH BINDERS, SHEET PROTECTORS & BINDER TABS 59.68                   
2292 HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY SEPTEMBER 2025 CITY HALL LEASE 4,166.67              
2293 HARTFORD FIRE BOARD SEPTEMBER 2025 CONTRACTUAL PAYMENT 11,152.50            
2294 JOANN NEWNUM CLEANING AT CITY HALL & POLICE STATION ON 9/18/2025 (4 HRS) 120.00                 
2295 KROHN EXCAVATING, LLC REPAIR SEWER MAIN AT N MAPLE & HILLIARD ST 2,800.00          
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     PAY APP #1 - 60TH AVE SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT 57,652.83       
     PAY APP #2 - 60TH AVE SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT 110,057.65     170,510.48          

2296 KSS ENTERPRISES PAPER TOWEL ROLLS, GLOVES, BOWL CLEANER & TRI FOLD TOWELS 181.51            
     SOAP REFILL & BOWL CLEANSE 101.27            282.78                 

SEPT 22, 2025
LIST OF BILLS CONTINUED

FOR FISCAL 2025-2026

PAY TO DESCRIPTION SUBTOTAL CHECK TOTAL

2297 KUSHNER & COMPANY MONTHLY FSA PLAN ADMINISTRATION FEE 75.00                   
2298 LAWSON OIL COMPANY 55 GALLONS CHEVRON RANDO HD15046 FOR WWTP 814.00            

     55 GALLONS CHEVRON REGAL R+O 150 FOR WWTP 738.38            1,552.38              
2299 MARKET ONE (VAN BUREN) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CONTRACT - YEAR 3 3,222.02              
2300 MCKENNA 131 WASHINGTON & 222 N EDWIN PLUS MAPLE HILL VILLAGE  

          FOLLOW UP EMAILS 180.00            
     MASTER PLAN & ZONING ORDINANCES - CONTINUED PROGRESS 6,225.00         
     DDA AND TIF PLAN 2,500.00         8,905.00              

2301 MICHIGAN DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR CITY MANAGER 275.00             
     ANNUAL STATEWIDE CONFERENCE - 2025 305.00            580.00                 

2302 NATIONAL PEN CORP/PENS.COM 300 - 2026 POCKET CALENDARS 303.90                 
2303 NAYLOR LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT HALF DOWN ON 2025 CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS - CITY HALL 1,658.96          

     HALF DOWN ON 2025 CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS - PARK 1,479.90         3,138.86              
2304 NYE UNIFORM 2 LONG SLEEVE SHIRTS 180.84                 
2305 PAMELA BENCH CLEANING AT CITY HALL & POLICE STATION ON 9/18/2025 120.00                 
2306 PC SERVICES 2 YEAR SSL CERTIFICATE PLUS I.T. HOURS 4/21-5/20/2025 1,086.50         

     I.T. HOURS 6/23-8/20/2025 PLUS BOTTOM COVER & POWER JACK 1,451.23         2,537.73              
2307 PLUMMER'S ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DSMI PROJECT (DWAM) DRAW #10 2,313.65              
2308 PRINTING SYSTEMS, INC 20,000 BLANK UTILITY BILL POSTCARDS 800.50                 
2309 PVS TECHNOLOGIES, INC BULK FERRIC CHLORIDE FOR WWTP 7,701.87              
2310 ROXANN RODNEY-ISBRECHT MEAL + MILEAGE TO & FROM CLERK'S CONFERENCE 196.41                 
2311 SEVERENCE ELECTRIC CO, INC FIXED AUDIBLE CROSSWALK PUSHBUTTONS & SIGNS 1,160.00              
2312 STAPLES COPY PAPER, DESK CALENDAR & HANGING FILE FOLDERS 170.36                 
2313 STATE OF MICHIGAN (EGLE) APPLICATION FEE FOR WWTP OPERATOR CERTIFICATION 

          (CLASS D) FOR MIKE GOOD 70.00                   
2314 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 9/10/2025 50.00              

     CLEAN CITY HALL 9/17/2025 50.00              100.00                 
2315 UIS SCADA CALIBRATIONS (INFLUENT & EFFLUENT) + NEW EQ TANK 1,432.00              
2316 USA BLUEBOOK 12 PK 250ML BOTTLES FOR WWTP LAB 103.36            

     2 DISPENSER CAJPS FOR WWTP LAB 85.87              
     2 FLEXPRO PUMPS FOR WWTP (IN USE) 3,597.90         
     2 FLEXPRO PUMPS FOR WWTP (SPARE) 3,597.90         
     HACH DR3900 SPECTROPHOTOMETER FOR WWTP 6,872.75         
     HACH DR1900 SPECTROPHOTOMETER FOR IRP 5,408.09         
     FLUORIDE REAGENT FOR IRP 238.76            19,904.63            

2317 WIGHTMAN & ASSOCIATES PROJECT 222324 - LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 19,877.15       
     PROJECT 240994 60TH AVE SIDEWALK EXTENSION 10,936.25       30,813.40            

          TOTAL OF CHECKS TO BE WRITTEN ON SEPT 25, 2025 348,759.06$        

DEBIT CARD/AUTOMATIC PAYMENT TRANSACTIONS

8/20/2025 UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE CERTIFIED LETTER TO AMHAWK 10.48                   
9/2/2025 UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE POSTAGE TO MAIL PLANNING COMMISSION PACKETS 15.19                   
9/2/2025 CITYOF LANSING PARKING LOT SERVICES PARKING AT CLERK'S CONFERENCE FOR 2 DAYS 30.00                   
9/3/2025 AC HOTELS BY MARRIOTT HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS FOR CLERK'S CONFERENCE 104.86                 
9/5/2025 GRAMMARLY MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION FEE AUTO DEDUCTION 30.00                   
9/8/2025 UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE POSTAGE TO OVERNIGHT CLOSING DOCUMENTS FOR MTF BOND 31.40                   

          NEW (NAME CHANGE) FOR CITY MANAGER 94.29                   
9/3/2025 LUMEN LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE AUTO PAYMENT FOR DPW PHONE 2.34                     
9/17/2025 MI FINANCE AUTHORITY SRF BOND SERIES 2022 INTEREST PAYMENT AUTO DEDUCTION 33,893.75            
9/17/2025 MI FINANCE AUTHORITY SRF BOND SERIES 2022B INTEREST PAYMENT AUTO DEDUCTION 1,195.70              

               TOTAL DEBIT CARD/AUTO DEDUCTION TRANSACTIONS 35,408.01$          

               TOTAL PAYROLL AUG 16, 2025 THROUGH SEPT 12, 2025 49,013.63$          

GRAND TOTAL FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 - FISCAL 2025-2026 459,779.07$    
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19 West Main St * Hartford * MI * 49057 * 269-621-2477 * 269-621-2054 Fax 
www.cityofhartfordmi.org  

 

City of Hartford * County of Van Buren * State of Michigan 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
City Manager’s Monthly Update 

Staff Update 
 

September 22, 2025 
 

Center & Main Street: 
MEDC has given the City a pre-agreement release of funds to proceed with the  SHPO, Environmental Review, 
and CGA agreements.   
  
Eric Blocker Project: 
Eric received approval to place the flag-burning pit at Hartford’s library.  
 
Audit: 
Pam and Ryan are working on the pre-audit documents for the auditors.   
 
Spark Grant/DNR/Council Michigan Foundations: 
One full bid was submitted for the Ely park improvements.  Staff met with Abonmarche and CMF staff, and it 
was agreed that we will rebid the project.  The contractor that bid on the project was from Flint, MI. Submitted 
for reimbursement with the quarterly report. 
 
Master Plan: 
Please see the attached presentation from McKenna to the Planning Commission. 
 
BS&A: 
Staff received additional training on the community development module.  We are still learning the system. 
Further training will be in October and November. 
 
Surf Internet: 
Surf Internet received the ROW permits from the city and has started installing fiber. 
 
Casey’s Groundbreaking: 
Planned the groundbreaking ceremony for Casey’s General Store.  The groundbreaking was completed 
successfully. 
 
60th Street Sidewalk Extension: 
See Wightman’s project update 
 
Drinking Water Sewer Revolving Fund Project (Lead Service Line Replacement & Water System 
Improvements) Update: 
See Wightman’s update 
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19 West Main St * Hartford * MI * 49057 * 269-621-2477 * 269-621-2054 Fax 
www.cityofhartfordmi.org  

 

 
�� Submit MSHDA's Progress Report for the Master Plan 
�� Executed AT&T Tower consent agreement to complete upgrades on the water tower 
�� Completed Title VI reporting 
�� Met with WWTP and IRP staff for updates 
�� Signed contract modification for DWSRF 
�� Signed reimbursement #1 for DWSRF project 
�� Executed change order #1 for 60th street project 
�� Submit CMF Progress Report 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Nicol Pulluiam 
City Manager 
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Memorandum 
 

TO: City of Hartford Planning Commission 

FROM: Hillary Taylor, NCI, Senior Planner 
Ethan Senti, Assistant Planner 

SUBJECT: Proposed Architectural Standards 
DATE: August 29, 2025 
 

 

This memo provides an overview of proposed architectural standards and an introduction to design review 
committees and the role they play in maintaining a high architectural standard in downtown areas. The memo is 
intended to solicit feedback from the Planning Commission on whether the proposed standards are appropriate 
for the City of Hartford, whether a Design Review Committee is something the City would like to pursue, and how 
this language might be further adapted to meet the City’s needs. Questions are included at the end of the memo 
to guide feedback.  

ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS  
Proposed Ordinance Overview 
The proposed ordinance introduces architectural standards for development in Hartford’s Central Business 
District and certain B-1 parcels along Main Street. These standards are intended to enhance and preserve the 
historic charm of downtown and ensure new development fits with the surrounding context. 

The regulations address core aspects of building design, including materials, façade treatments, windows, 
entrances, and overall building form. Buildings are expected to use durable, traditional materials such as brick, 
stone, or wood; incorporate transparent storefront windows along Main Street; and maintain a clear relationship to 
the street with defined entrances and pedestrian-friendly ground floors. Blank walls, inappropriate façade 
materials, and overly modern lighting types are restricted to maintain consistency with the downtown setting. 

Additional provisions guide rehabilitation of historic buildings to protect original storefronts, windows, and 
decorative features, while also allowing public art such as murals to add vibrancy. Outdoor seating and patios are 
permitted, provided pedestrian access along sidewalks is maintained. Together, these standards give the 
Downtown Design Review Committee a framework for evaluating projects and ensuring that private investment 
enhances Hartford’s long-term vision for a cohesive and welcoming downtown. 

While architectural standards for residential development have been adopted by municipalities, they are 
oftentimes more difficult to enforce and may discourage new development. For this reason, we recommend 
limiting the standards to commercial buildings in the downtown core, as outlined in the proposed ordinance. 
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Proposed Ordinance Language 
Section 2.5 ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS 

A. Architectural Standards Explained. The City of Hartford hereby requires a minimum standard of 
architectural style and aesthetic character for certain parcels within the City. The primary purpose for this is to 
preserve and strengthen the City’s unique character and charm within its Central Business District (CBD) and 
immediate periphery areas.  

B. Where Required. With the exception of single family, two-family, three-family, and four-family residential 
buildings, architectural standards described in Section 11.8 shall apply to all parcels and new buildings and 
significant remodels in the CBD and select parcels in the B-1 District with frontage on East Main Street and West 
Main Street, between Mary Street to Wilson Street. The design of a new building and significant remodels is 
subject to review and approval by the Downtown Design Review Committee. 

C. Where Architectural Standards are Found. Architectural standards are described in Section 11.8. 

D. What Architectural Standards Entail. The required architectural standards in Section 11.8 describe the 
required built conditions for CBD and certain B-1 parcels pertaining to the following site features:  

1. Building Form. This includes requirements for the base, middle, and top of buildings as well as 
building alignment and storefront design.  

2. Windows. This describes requirements for all windows including transparency requirements, 
number of windows required, and style of windows.  

3. Lighting. This requires fully shielded lighting and describes permitted light source types. 

4. Signs. All signs shall comply with requirements set forth in Article 18. 

5. Ground floor design.  This describes requirements for building entrance design, architectural 
features, and building orientation requirements. 

6. Architectural features. This describes the process for rehabilitation of historic buildings.  

7. Outdoor seating, dining, and patios. All CBD and applicable B-1 parcels are permitted to have 
outdoor seating and dining spaces, accessory to a principal use. Outdoor seating and dining areas must 
be fully enclosed by a permitted fence type and shall not fully encroach onto sidewalk space. 

Section 11.8 ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS 

A. Applicability. New development and significant remodels (40% or more of the property) within the CBD 
shall meet the following general standards: 

1. General Building Standards. Buildings shall be designed to relate well to other structures in the 
CBD area.  

a) Materials. Building façade materials shall include wood, brick or stone, stucco, and 
approved ornamental metal. Synthetic materials such as vinyl or aluminum siding shall be 
prohibited.  

b) Aesthetics. All structures shall reflect and complement the traditional materials, aesthetic 
character, and construction techniques generally found in the vicinity and greater Van Buren 
County region. Buildings shall be appropriate in scale and relation to existing structures.  
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c) Windows. Display windows comprising fifty percent (50%) or more of the store façade are 
required for first floor retail and restaurant uses, facing Main Street. Buildings shall be oriented to 
block parking lots from view from the street where possible.  

d) Building Colors. For building renovations and additions, exterior finish materials and 
colors used shall be consistent, or compatible, with the character of the surrounding district to 
create a uniform and recognizable identity. Wherever possible, harmonization of colors is 
preferred. This standard shall not be interpreted as prohibiting the incorporation of public art, such 
as a mural, to buildings or sites. 

e) Fire Protection. New buildings shall incorporate sprinkler systems for fire protection 
purposes, unless the City of Hartford Fire Department approves a different method of fire 
protection. 

2. Expansions of Developed Sites. Buildings and sites existing prior to the Effective Date of adoption 
of these standards may be expanded or improved as follows:  

a) Less than 25% of existing condition. Any development activity on a developed site that 
would increase the floor area of the existing building or the area of existing site improvements by 
less than twenty-five percent (25%) need not comply with the requirements of this Article. 
However, any improvements should result in the site being more compliant and shall not result in 
the site being less compliant, with the requirements of this Article. 

b) Greater than 25% of existing condition. Whenever a building or site improvement 
expansion of greater than twenty-five percent (25%) of the existing condition is proposed, the 
activity shall comply with requirements as described herein. 

3. Redevelopment of Existing Sites. Redevelopment of existing buildings and sites existing prior to 
the Effective Date of adoption of these standards may be expanded or improved as follows:  

a) Less than 50% of existing condition. Whenever 50 percent (50%) or less of the existing 
building will be demolished, replaced, or renovated, the development activity need not comply 
with the requirements of this Section. However, any changes that may occur as a result of the 
development activity should result in the site being more compliant and shall not result in the site 
being less compliant with the requirements of this Article. 

b) Greater than 50% of existing condition. Whenever more than 50 percent (50%) of an 
existing building will be demolished or replaced, the development activity shall comply with all of 
the requirements as described herein. 

c) Waiver of Requirements. The DDRC may grant waivers from certain requirements of this 
Section. Waivers under this Article are separate from dimensional variances, and intended to 
permit reasonable use of property where the strict application of the requirements of this Section 
would not further the public purpose and an altered design standard will still meet the intent and 
purpose of this Article. 

1) Waivers Permitted. 

(a) Architectural Standards. The DDRC may waive up to three (3) 
architectural standards per project provided in this Chapter.  

(b) Materials. The DDRC may modify the material standards. 

2) Waivers Not Permitted. 
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(a) Minimum or maximum building height. The DDRC shall not grant waivers 
to approve a different standard for minimum and maximum building heights as 
required in this Article.  

d) Application and Review Procedures. The applicant shall clearly identify all requested 
waivers on the application and site plan. The DDRC shall evaluate the requested waivers and 
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the waiver request. In evaluating a waiver request, the 
DDRC shall take into account the following considerations: 

1) Approval of the waiver will not result in development that is incompatible with or will negatively 
impact existing or potential future development in the vicinity of the property to be developed.  

2) The requested waiver is consistent with the intent and purpose of this Article. 

3) The waiver will result in a superior development when compared with what could be achieved 
through the strict application of the requirements of this Article. 

4) A lesser waiver will not accomplish the same purpose as the requested waiver.  

B. Conflicts. The architectural standards in this Article are meant to complement and supplement applicable 
standards found elsewhere in this Zoning Ordinance. Where conflicts exist between this Article and other sections 
of the City of Hartford Zoning Ordinance, the standards in this Article shall govern. 

C. Building Form. All new buildings within the CBD shall conform to the following requirements: 

1) Base, Middle, Top. All buildings shall incorporate a base, middle, and top, as applicable.  

(a) Base. The base shall include an entryway with transparent windows and a horizontal 
expression line, such as a molding or reveal, defining the transition between the ground floor and 
upper stories. The molding or reveal shall have a depth of at least two (2) inches and a height of 
at least four (4) inches. If a one-story building is proposed, the horizontal expression line is not 
required.  

(b) Middle. The middle may include windows, bays, or balconies that are located between 
the reveal and the top area.  

(c) Top. The top includes the wall area from the bottom of the roof structure to the top of the 
parapet wall of the building. The building roof shall be defined by a cornice, roof overhang, or 
other terminating feature. 

2) Unified Storefront Design. If a building has several storefronts, they should be unified in design 
treatment, such as the design of windows and door openings, materials, and colors, to the greatest extent 
possible.  

3) Blank Walls. There are to be no blank façades. All public façades must provide windows and 
façade offsets or breaks (such as vertical pilasters, columns, or other architectural elements) to break up 
the scale of the building. Distance between breaks shall be consistent with the scale and rhythm of 
adjacent buildings.  

4) Alignment. Windowsills, moldings, and cornices shall substantially align with those on adjacent 
buildings.  

(a) The bottom and top line defining the edge of the windows (the "windowsill alignment") 
shall not vary more than two feet from the alignment of surrounding buildings.  
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(b) If the adjoining buildings have windowsill alignments that vary by more than two feet from 
one another, the proposed building shall align with one of the adjoining buildings.  

(c) This requirement may be waived. 

D. Windows.  

1. For front and side façades facing a public street, parking area, or pedestrian cut-through or side 
alley:  

a) Windows and doors shall comprise at least 50 percent (50%) of the first-floor façade for 
front façades and 35 percent (35%) of the first floor for side façades.  

b) Windows shall comprise at least 35 percent (35%) of the total façade area above the first 
floor. 

c) Windows above the first floor shall be vertical in proportion, with a height to width ratio of 
at least two (2) to one (1).  

2. For rear façades facing a public street or parking area, windows shall comprise at least 20 
percent (20%) of the total façade area. All other rear façades are encouraged, but not required, to meet 
this standard.  

3. Double-hung or fixed windows are preferred for all retail applications. Accordion or folding doors 
and sliding windows may be permitted for ground floor uses to provide indoor-outdoor service, providing 
adequate sidewalk clearance is provided. 

4. Ground floor windows (including display windows) shall be comprised of at least 70% transparent 
glass unless the window is intended for a ground floor residential dwelling unit. 

E. Lighting.  

1. All light fixtures shall be fully shielded and directed downward.  

2. The use of electronic displays, LED rope lighting, backlit awnings, and halogen lights shall be 
prohibited. The DDRC shall make a determination if a lighting type not listed in this Section is appropriate 
in the CBD. 

3. Building storefronts are permitted soft uplighting to highlight unique architectural features. 
Building storefronts may also utilize holiday display lighting as deemed appropriate by the DDRC. 

F. Signs. All signs shall comply with standards set forth in Article 18. 

G. Ground Floor Design.  

1. Building entrances. Building entrances shall be clearly defined by recessing the entrance, or 
utilizing elements such as pediments, columns, awnings, overhangs, or solar shades. Any such element 
shall be architecturally compatible with the style, materials, and colors of the building.  

2. Building orientation. All buildings shall have their principal entrance or entrances open onto a 
street, sidewalk, or public space. The principal building entrance shall not open onto a parking lot, 
although a secondary entrance may be provided to a parking lot. Corner buildings shall have at least one 
entrance addressing each street frontage.  
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3. At-grade entryways. Primary building entrances shall align with the elevation of the adjacent 
sidewalk. It is not the intent of this section to preclude the use of below or above-grade entryways, 
provided that such entryways are secondary, not principal, building entrances. 

H. Architectural Features. For rehabilitation of structures within the CBD that are of historic significance or 
character, the following standards shall also apply. 

1. Existing and original storefronts should be retained wherever possible.  

2. Deteriorated architectural features or historic materials shall be repaired rather than replaced 
wherever possible.  

3. Display windows, transom windows, and doors shall not be covered with solid materials such as 
brick, cladding, paneling, siding, or window air conditioning units.  

4. Decorative architectural features including but not limited to bulkheads, cornices, and window 
hoods shall not be removed, altered, or covered.  

5. Improper solid coverings of decorative architectural features, windows, or doors should be 
removed and restored to their original state to the greatest extent possible, using natural building 
materials identified in Section 11.8.A.1. 

I. Outdoor Seating, Dining, and Patios.  

1. All parcels within the CBD and applicable B-1 parcels may have outdoor seating and patio areas 
as permitted accessory uses to approved principal uses. 

2. All outdoor seating, dining, and patio areas shall maintain a minimum of five (5) feet of clear path 
for pedestrians.  

3. Outdoor seating, dining, and patio spaces shall be enclosed with a decorative railing, fence, 
planters, or similar barrier material. Outdoor seating enclosures may include an opening for pedestrian 
ingress or egress. 

4. Outdoor shading devices, such as umbrellas and retractable awnings, shall not project onto the 
pedestrian sidewalk. Outdoor shading devices shall maintain a minimum of five (5) feet of clear path for 
pedestrian movement. 

DOWNTOWN DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Proposed Ordinance Overview 
Some cities use a Design Review Committee to make sure that new buildings and renovations fit the community’s 
vision for downtown. While zoning rules cover basics like building height, setbacks, and parking, a design review 
committee looks more closely at design details—the appearance of a building, how it relates to the street, and 
how it contributes to the overall character of downtown. This extra level of review helps ensure that projects are 
not only functional but also attractive, high-quality, and welcoming. 

The committee does not give final approvals. Instead, it makes recommendations that are forwarded to the 
Planning Commission, which has the ultimate decision-making authority. By adding this step, the City promotes 
consistency in development, strengthens community character, and reinforces downtown’s role as a vibrant place 
to live, work, and visit. 

If Hartford were to establish a downtown design review committee, here is how it would work: The Downtown 
Design Review Committee (DDRC) would be appointed by the City Council to review all development and 
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redevelopment proposals within the Central Business District (CBD). Supported by City staff or their designee, the 
DDRC would evaluate site plans to ensure that projects meet the architectural, dimensional, and character goals 
outlined in the zoning ordinance. The DDRC would also have the authority to recommend design conditions that 
go beyond the ordinance’s minimum standards when necessary to achieve the intended downtown character. 

Proposed Ordinance Language 
Section 11.7 DOWNTOWN DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

A. The City Council shall appoint a Downtown Design Review Committee (DDRC) for all development and 
redevelopment projects and proposals in the CBD. The DDRC shall be supported and/or staffed by the City 
Administrator, Zoning Administrator, Planner, or their designee. 

1. Members shall serve two-year terms. There is no limit to the number of consecutive terms a 
committee member may serve. 

2. The DDRC may contract and/or assign some of the DDRC’s administrative duties, but not 
decision authority, to qualified design professionals as needed. It will be the duty of the DDRC to consider 
and act upon such proposals or plans submitted to it in accordance with the design requirements 
established by this Article.  

3. The architectural and dimensional standards as required herein shall be considered minimum 
requirements. Upon determination that additional development conditions are necessary to achieve the 
intended character within the CBD, the DDRC shall have the authority to require additional building and 
site design standards above the minimums required by this Article. 

4. The DDRC will meet monthly or as needed to properly perform its duties. After a quorum is 
reached, the DDRC actions on matters will be subject to a majority vote of members present. The DDRC 
will keep and maintain a record of all actions taken, and shall be subject to Act 267 of 1976, The Open 
Meetings Act, as amended. 

5. All development within the CBD shall be subject to review by the Downtown Design Review 
Committee as part of the site plan approval process. Applicants shall submit an application and an 
additional five (5) copies of all site plans to the City Clerk at least fourteen (14) days prior to the 
Downtown Design Review Committee meeting. 

6. The DDRC shall review applications in accordance with this section and shall present 
recommendations to the Planning Commission pertaining to site plan approval and potential conditions of 
approval. Final approval authority shall reside with the Planning Commission in accordance with Article 
19. 
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FEEDBACK REQUESTED 
These standards are flexible and can be shaped to reflect Hartford’s priorities. To help tailor it appropriately, we 
ask that the Planning Commission provide feedback on the following questions: 

• Do the proposed standards strike the right balance between preserving downtown character and allowing 
flexibility for property owners? Does the Planning Commission anticipate these standards being a 
significant barrier to development downtown? 

• Are there any design elements missing (e.g., signage, landscaping, materials) that should be considered? 
• Is the establishment of a Downtown Design Review Committee an approach the Planning Commission 

supports, and if so, how should its role or membership be structured to best serve Hartford? 
• Are there any concerns about the administration or enforceability of these standards that should be 

addressed before moving forward? 

Please review the draft language and feedback questions and be prepared to share your guidance on how the 
ordinance should be further adapted at the next Planning Commission meeting. 

Regards,  

 

Hillary Taylor, Senior Planner 
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Memorandum 
 

TO: City of Hartford Planning Commission 

FROM: Hillary Taylor, NCI, Senior Planner 
Ethan Senti, Assistant Planner 

SUBJECT: Proposed Billboard Ordinance 
DATE: August 29, 2025 
 

 

This memo provides an overview of the proposed billboard regulations along with the draft ordinance text. It is 
intended to solicit feedback from the Planning Commission on whether the proposed language is appropriate for 
the City of Hartford and how it might be further adapted to meet the City’s needs. 

LEGAL CONTEXT FOR SIGN REGULATION 
Before reviewing the proposed ordinance, it is important to understand a landmark United States Supreme Court 
decision that continues to shape how local governments regulate signage.  
In Reed v. Town of Gilbert (2015), the Court unanimously ruled that ordinances distinguishing between signs 
based on the type of information they convey—such as treating temporary, political, or ideological signs 
differently—constitute content-based regulations of speech. Such regulations are prohibited under the First 
Amendment. The case arose in Gilbert, Arizona, where the local ordinance imposed stricter size and time limits 
on temporary directional signs than on political or ideological signs. Because the ordinance required officials to 
read a sign’s message to determine which rules applied, the Court held that it regulated based on content. 
The decision established that nearly any ordinance distinguishing among signs by message will be 
unconstitutional. Instead, regulations must be content-neutral, relying on objective standards such as size, height, 
location, spacing, and illumination rather than on the subject matter of the sign. 
For Hartford, this means that any local ordinance addressing billboards or other signage must be written in a way 
that applies uniformly, without regard to the content of the message. The proposed ordinance follows this 
approach by regulating billboards according to neutral criteria, ensuring that the City’s rules can be applied 
consistently while also protecting against potential legal challenges. The Planning Commission should keep this 
framework in mind as it reviews the proposed ordinance. Questions to guide feedback are included at the end of 
this memo to help determine how the ordinance can best be tailored to Hartford’s needs. 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE OVERVIEW 
Location. The proposed ordinance would permit billboards only along I-94, subject to several restrictions on 
placement and design. Billboards must be spaced at least 1,000 feet apart, with no more than three permitted per 
mile of roadway. They may not be placed within 200 feet of homes, schools, or churches (300 feet if illuminated), 
and must also respect setbacks from property lines. 

Size. In terms of size and scale, each sign face is limited to 300 square feet and a maximum height of 20 feet. 
Double-faced or V-shaped boards are allowed, but still subject to the per-face size cap. 
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Illumination. Illumination is permitted, provided it is directed only toward the sign face and does not create glare or 
distraction for drivers or neighbors. Flashing, rotating, or otherwise moving lights are prohibited. 

Structure. Billboards must be structurally sound, anchored to withstand local conditions, and maintained in good 
repair. They cannot be mounted on or above buildings. 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE LANGUAGE 
REGULATION OF BILLBOARDS 

A. Location. Billboards may be erected adjacent to I-94, provided that they must meet all of the following 
conditions. For purposes of these conditions, double-faced billboards (i.e. structures with back-to-back faces 
containing or able to contain advertising) and V-shaped billboards having only one (1) face visible to traffic 
proceeding from any given direction on a Street shall be considered as one (1) billboard.  

1. Billboards having more than one (1) face, including billboards with tandem (side-by-side) or 
stacked (one-above-the-other) faces, shall be considered as multiple billboards and shall be prohibited in 
accordance with the minimum spacing requirements set forth below. A billboard’s surface display area 
containing or able to contain advertising shall be considered to be the billboard’s face(s). 

2. Not more than three (3) billboards may be located per linear mile of Street, regardless of the fact 
that such billboards may be located on different sides of the Street. The linear mile measurement shall 
not be limited to the City’s boundaries if the particular Street extends beyond such boundaries. 

3. No billboard may be located within one thousand (1,000) feet of another billboard. The one 
thousand (1,000) feet measurement shall not be limited to the City’s boundaries. 

4. No billboard may be located within two hundred (200) feet of any residential zoning district, a pre-
existing dwelling, a pre-existing church, or a pre- existing school. If the billboard is illuminated, the 
required distance shall be increased to three hundred (300) feet. 

5. No billboard may be located closer than seventy-five (75) feet from a property line adjoining a 
street. No billboard may be located closer than ten (10) feet from any other property line of the lot on 
which the billboard is located. 

B.  Dimensional Requirements. 

6. A billboard’s face may not exceed three hundred (300) square feet. Double-faced billboards and 
V-shaped billboards may have two (2) faces, but neither one may exceed three hundred (300) square 
feet. 

7. A billboard’s height may not exceed twenty (20) feet above the grade of the ground upon which 
the billboard sits, or above the grade of the abutting street, whichever is higher. 

8. A billboard may be illuminated, but only if such illumination is concentrated on the billboard’s 
face(s) and is located so as to avoid glare or reflection onto any portion of an adjacent street, the path of 
oncoming vehicles, or any adjacent lot. No rotating or oscillating beam, beacon, flashing illumination, or 
intermittent lights may obscure or interfere with the effectiveness of an official traffic sign, signal, or 
device. 

C. Structure. 

9. A billboard shall be securely anchored and otherwise adequately constructed in order to 
withstand all wind and vibration forces, which can normally be expected to occur in the vicinity. A billboard 
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shall be adequately maintained to assure its continued structural soundness and the continued readability 
of its message. 

10. No billboard may be placed on top of, cantilevered from, or otherwise suspended above the roof 
of any building. 

D. A billboard adjacent to the interstate highway, freeway, and primary highway systems of the State of 
Michigan, as such terms are defined in the Highway Advertising Act of 1972 (Michigan Public Act 106 of 1972, as 
amended), shall comply with all of the above requirements as well as the applicable regulations promulgated 
thereunder, as such provision and/or regulations may be amended from time to time. 

FEEDBACK REQUESTED 
This draft language is flexible and can be shaped to reflect Hartford’s priorities within the legal constraints of the 
Reed v. Gilbert decision. To help tailor it appropriately, we ask that the Planning Commission provide feedback on 
the following questions: 

• Should billboards be allowed within City limits at all? If so, only on I-94, or also on Center/Main/Red 
Arrow? 

• Should spacing or distance rules be stricter (between billboards, or from homes/schools/churches)? 
• Is the proposed size (300 sq ft) and height (20 ft) appropriate, or should they be smaller/lower? 
• Should illuminated or digital/LED billboards be allowed? 
• Should billboard appearance (supports, landscaping, maintenance) be regulated for visual quality? 
• Is the Planning Commission interested in a follow-up memo outlining the proposed signage 

recommendations (beyond just billboards)?  

Please review the draft language and feedback questions and be prepared to share your guidance on how the 
ordinance should be further adapted at the next Planning Commission meeting. 

Regards,  

 

Hillary Taylor, Senior Planner 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 25, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Commissioners Present:  Peter Aranda; Jane Danger; John Miller; Lindsy Morsaw; Nancy Spoula; Mayor 

Richard A. Hall 
Commissions Absent:  Charles Weeden 
Staff Present:           Matthews; Clark, Pulluiam (formerly Brown); Rodney-Isbrecht;  
 

Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
  

Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to approve the agenda as 
amended to include setting a date for joint meeting to discuss the fire interlocal agreement.  
                                     Motion carried 6 – 0  

 
Guests:  

 Stephanie Daniels, Hartford Public Library – Fall Programs Update, Fall Festival & Christmas in 
Hartford on December 6.   

 Terry Tibbs, Van Buren Senior Services – Provided Information on Upcoming Programs & Services  
 Mickey Bittner, Wightman - Updates on projects, Drinking Water Asset Management (DWAM); 60 th 

Avenue Sidewalk Extension; Water System Improvements; W. Main Street Improvements – Center 
Street to West City Limits   

 
Public Comment:   

 Dan Evert – Concerns on Retirement Flag Etiquette 
 Kristen Dixon, Benton Hartford – Concerns on the placement of the Eagle Scout Flag Burning Project 
 Jan Kelly, Hartford – Concerns on the placement of the Eagle Scout Flag Retirement Project 
 Dan Danger, Hartford – Concerns on the placement of the Eagle Scout Flag Retirement Project 

 
Communications: 

 Labor Day, September 1, 2025 City Hall Closed in Observance of Labor Day 
 Notice of Public Hearing, Consumers Energy on September 9, 9am MPSC 
 Comcast Programing Change Advisory  

 
Reports of Officers, Boards & Committees; Routine Monthly Reports from Departments: 

 Van Buren Conservation District – July Program Updates   
A. Police & Ordinance – Chief Brian Matthews, report on file, Video Camera System Updates; Working 

with groups for festival coordination; Short Staffed; Blight Process; Policy Manual Updates; Training; 
No Active Reserve Program Due to Staffing;    

B. Fire Department – no representative, report on file; mini-pumper was not purchased       
C. Ambulance – report on file      
D. Van Buren County – no representative   
E. Public Works – Ricky Ricks Supervisor, report on file, new employee 
F. Iron Removal Plant – Quinton Clark, report on file, working on water quality 
G. Wastewater Treatment Plant –Quinton Clark, report on file, working on IPP compliance      
H. Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills – List of Bills $ 
I. City Manager –report on file – Center & Main Street; Met with Eric Blocker and the Hartford Legion 

on the placement of flag retirement project; Audit; BSA Conversion & Training; Spark Grant; Master 
Plan; DPW staff changes; Surf Internet; Casey’s, work has begun, Mayor requested a groundbreaking 
ceremony.    
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 25, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Approval of Commission Minutes: 

Motion by Commissioner Morsaw, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the minutes of the 
July 28, 2025 business meeting of the Hartford City Commission, as presented and place them on file.  

                               Motion carried   6 - 0 
 

Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to approve the minutes of the 
August 6, 2025 special joint fire business meeting of the Hartford City Commission, as presented and 
place them on file.  

                               Motion carried   6 - 0 
 
Approval of Reports:  

Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the August 25, 2025, 
2024/2025 list of bills in the amount of $5,238.06. 

   Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the August 25, 2025 
2025/2026 list of bills in the amount of $243,475.52. 

   Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to accept the July 2025 reports 
of Officers, Boards & Committees and place them on file.    

   Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

Goals/Objectives:  
 City Manager submitted updated 2025/2026 goals.    

 
Old Business: None Discussed 

 
New Business:  

 Discuss & Consider – Design Engineering Agreement for the Water Related Infrastructure (WRI) 
Project.  
Discussion: Recommended approval for engineering services not to exceed $418,000.00.        
 

 Discuss & Consider – Council Set Special Meeting Date – Week of September 8, West Main Street 
Project Awards; Pending Litigation; Interlocal Agreement Discussion  
Discussion: September 8, 2025 at 3:30 to award contracts for the WRI project; September 8, 2025 at 
4pm to consider pending litigation closed session; Committee of Miller & Hal, meeting for interlocal 
fire agreement, committee will reach out to Township representatives to set a date to meet.           
 

 Discuss & Consider – Field Monitoring Equipment Purchase 
Discussion: Current equipment has exceeded its useful life, and needed to be in compliance with EGLE 
requirements.  Recommended the approval for the purchase of the Hach DR 1900 for $5,408.09.        
 

 Discuss & Consider – WWTP – Replacement of Sludge Valves & Purchase of DR 3900 
Spectrophotometer 
Discussion Recommended the approval for the purchase of the Hach DR 3900 Spectrophotometer for 
$6,845.70.            
    

 Resolutions, Ordinance, Proclamation’s:  
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 25, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 Discuss & Consider – Proposed Ordinance no. 345 – 2025 Amending General Provisions Chapter 130 
Prohibit Camping on Public Property – 2nd Reading 
Discussion:  adopting the ordinance will assist with enforcement on public property   
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Spoula, to adopt Ordinance no. 345 - 
2025, amending General Provisions Chapter 130 Prohibiting Camping on Public Property.    
  Motion carried 6 – 0  
 

 Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 – 059 – Building Permit Fee Schedule 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Spoula, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 059, 
Adopting Building Permit Fee Schedule as recommended.    
  Motion carried 6 – 0  
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 060 – Design Engineering Agreement for WRI Project 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 060, 
awarding the water related infrastructure grant project engineering agreement to Wightman’s in the 
amount not to exceed $418,000 and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  
  Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 061 – WWTP Equipment Purchase 
 
Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Morsaw, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 
061, approving the purchase of WWTP equipment Hach DR 3900 Spectrophotoeter from USA Blue 
Book in the amount of $6,872.75 and replacement of Four (4) gravity wasting valves in the sludge pits 
from IAI Mechanical Services in the amount of $5,488.00.     
  Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 062 – Purchase of Field Monitoring Equipment.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to adopt Resolution 2025-062, 
approving the purchase of field monitoring equipment Hach DR 1900 from USA Blue Book in the 
amount of $5,408.09.  
  Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

Adjournment: 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Morsaw, to adjourn the meeting at 
7:08pm. 
  Motion carried 6 – 0 

 
Respectfully Submitted,      
 
 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Commissioners Present:  Jane Danger; John Miller; Nancy Spoula; Charles Weeden (3:32pm) and Mayor 
Richard A. Hall; 
Commissioners Absent:   Peter Aranda; Lindsy Morsaw; 
Staff Present:                Pulluiam (formally Brown); Rodney-Isbrecht;   
 

 
Mayor Richard A. Hall called the special meeting to order at 3:31pm. 
 

New Business: 
 Discuss & Consider – Certified Grant Administrator for the WRI West Main Street Project 

  
 Discuss & Consider – Environmental Review Consultant for the WRI West Main Street Project 

 
 Discuss & Consider – Section 106 Consultant for the WRI West Main Street Project 

 
Introduction of Resolutions or Amendments: 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 063 Award Certified Grant Administrator Agreement 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Danger, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 063 
awarding the Certified Grant Administrator Agreement to Carter Consulting LLC in the amount of 
$24,500 for the WRI West Main Street Project.   

Motion carried 5 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 064 Award Environmental Review Consultant Agreement 
 
Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Danger, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 064 
awarding the Environmental Review Consultant Agreement to SES Environmental in the amount of 
$3,000 for the WRI West Main Street Project.   

Motion carried 5 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 065 Award Section 106 Consultant Agreement 
 
Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Miller, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 065 
awarding the Section 106 Consultant Agreement to Orbis Environmental in the amount of $2,150 for the 
WRI West Main Street Project.   

Motion carried 5 – 0 
 
Adjournment: 

Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Danger, to adjourn the meeting at 
3:38pm. 
  Motion carried 5 – 0 

 
Respectfully Submitted,         
 
 
 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Commissioners Present:  Peter Aranda; Jane Danger; John Miller; Lindsy Morsaw; Nancy Spoula; Charles 
Weeden and Mayor Richard A. Hall; 
Commissioners Absent:   None 
Staff Present:            Pulluiam (formally Brown); Rodney-Isbrecht;  

 
 
Mayor Richard A. Hall called the special meeting to order at 4:21pm, Attorney was late due to accident. 

 
New Business: 

 Closed Session - Discuss & Consider – Pending Litigation Pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Morsaw, to suspend the special meeting 
to go into closed session for pending litigation pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e).    
  Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Miller, to resume the special business 
meeting at 4:36pm.  
  Motion carried 7 – 0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Danger, to accept the recommended 
settlement in the case of Le vs. City of Hartford in the amount of $7,500.      
  Motion carried 7 – 0 

 
Adjournment: 

Motion by Commissioner Morsaw, supported by Commissioner Miller, to adjourn the meeting at 
4:37pm. 
  Motion carried 7 – 0  

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,         
 
 
 
  
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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City of Hartford * County of Van Buren * State of Michigan 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TO:  Mayor Hall and the Hartford City Commission 

 
FROM: Nicol Pulluiam, City Manager 

 
DATE: September 22, 2025 

 
RE:  APPROVAL OF CHRISTMAS DECORATION @ CITY HALL AND ELY PARK 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COMMISSION: 
The item before the Commission is to authorize Christmas Décor by Naylor Landscape Management 
to decorate City Hall and Ely Park for the Christmas and New Year’s holiday season. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
Christmas Décor by Naylor Landscape Management has submitted proposals for the decoration of both 
City Hall and Ely Park. The company has been responsible for the decorations at these locations for 
several consecutive years. Given the city's limited staff capacity and lack of experience in handling 
such tasks, it is not feasible for the city to undertake the decorations independently. The comprehensive 
quote for the decoration of both City Hall and Ely Park amounts to $6,278. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Hartford City Commission approves the quote from Christmas Décor by Naylor Landscape 
Management to decorate City Hall for $ 3,318 and Ely Park for $2,960, both of which have been 
budgeted.  
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2025 – 066 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE DECORATING CITY HALL & ELY PARK FOR CHRISTMAS 

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission at 19 West Main Street called to order by Mayor 

Richard A. Hall on September 22, 2025 at 5:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner __________________and supported by Commissioner _________________,    

WHEREAS, Christmas Décor by Naylor Landscape Management submitted quotes to decorate City Hall and 

Ely Park for the 2025 Christmas Season, and 

WHEREAS, the City lacks the staff capacity and experience to decorate City Hall and Ely Park and has 

budgeted for this contracted service, and 

WHEREAS, Christmas Décor by Naylor Landscape Management has decorated the Park and City Hall for 

many years, and the City has received many compliments on their professional work, and  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Commission approves the quote from Christmas Décor 

by Naylor Landscape Management to decorate City Hall for the 2025 Christmas Season in the amount of $3,318 

and Ely Park for $2,960 and authorizes the City Manager to execute the agreement.       

YEAS: Commissioner’s   

NAYS:    ABSENT:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

________________________________ 

DATE: September 22, 2025       RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly 

adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on September 22, 2025 

 

                                     _____________________________________ 
         RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street, Hartford MI 49057 
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