
 

City of Hartford 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan 

Commission Business Meeting Agenda 
Monday, December 21, 2020 at 7:30 PM 

 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

1. Swearing in Commissioners Burleson, Dockter, Miller 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

Burleson____; Dockter_____; Goss___: Miller_____; Sullivan___; Tibbs___; and Hall___ 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

GUESTS 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

COMMUNICATIONS 

2. VB Conservation October 2020 Newsletter 

3. City Hall will be Closed December 24 & 25 in observance of Christmas 

4. City Hall will be closed December 31, 2020 & January 1, 2021 in Observance of New Year 

5. Fire Board Joint Meeting Notice February 10, 2021 

6. Designated Assessor Addendum 

REPORT OF OFFICERS BOARDS & COMMITTEES 

Police & Ordinance 

7. Police - October 

8. Police - November 

9. Ordinance - October 

10. Ordinance - November 
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Fire Department 

11. Chief - October 

12. Board - October 

13. CHIEF - November 

Ambulance 

14. AMB - October 

15. AMB-November 

Van Buren County 

Public Works 

16. DPW - November  

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

17. WWTP - October  

18. WWTP - November 

Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills 

19. TREAS - October 

20. TREAS November  

City Manager 

21. October City Manager  

22. CM November 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 

23. MINUTES - OCTOBER 2020 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

24. 2020-2025 Police Union Contract 

25. Policy - City Issued Electronic Devices 
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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS OR AMENDMENTS 

26. Ordinance no. 175 Consumers Energy Franchise  

27. Resolution 2020-016 Accepting Letters of Protest for BOR 2021 

28. Resolution 2020-017 Poverty Guidelines BOR 2021 

29. Resolution 2020-018 Alternate Starting Dates for BOR 2021 

30. Resolution 2020-019 Electronic Meetings 

ADJOURNMENT 
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A Joint Board Meeting 
of the Hartford Fire Board, Hartford City 

Commission and Township of Hartford Board 
for the purpose of discussing  

the 2021-22 budget  
 

will be held on 
 

  

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
 

at 7 p.m. 
 

at the Hartford Fire Department 
436 E. Main St. 

Hartford, MI  49057 

 
This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public 
Act 267 of 1976, as amended (MCL 41.72a(2)(3)) and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 
 
The Hartford Fire Board will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of 
printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with 
disabilities at the meeting or public hearing upon 7 days notice to the 
Hartford Fire Board. 
 
 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact 
the Hartford Fire Board by writing or calling the following:   Chair Steve 
Starner, 66561 CR 372, Hartford, MI 49057 or call 269-208-5896. 
 
 

 
Posted on: 12/17/2021 

 
Signature of Board Chairman __________________ 

5

Item 5.



6

Item 6.



7

Item 6.



8

Item 7.



Page 1 of 1 
 

Hartford Police Department 
19 West Main Street - Hartford, Michigan. 49057 

  

 
Police Report for Month of November 2020 

 
 
Total Duty Hours 720 Foot Patrol Hours  12 
Arrests   18 Felony  10 
  Misdemeanor  8 
Arrest Warrants Issued   10 Traffic Citations Issued  8 

Homicide   0 Robbery  0 
Sex Crimes   1 Trespassing  0 
Assaults   9 UDAA (stolen auto)  0 
Burglary   1 Larceny  5 
Frauds   2 Property             

Destruction/Vandalism 
 1 

NFS Checks   0 Juvenile Del  0 
OUIL   1 Drug Investigations  2 
Civils   3 Public Peace  1 

  
Lost Property   0 Found Property  2 
Suspicious 
Person(s)/Vehicle(s) 

  6 Alarms  1 

Health/Safety    1 Traffic Crash  2 
Assist to other Agencies   39 Michigan State Police  4 

Van Buren Co Sheriff    12  FIRE/EMS 11  

Other Local Agencies    3 Persons   9 
 
       
Officers of the department handled 103 incidents during the month of November 2020. 
 
Due to Covid-19, we are not going to be doing the annual Shop with a Cop program.  
However, we are still going to be doing the Toy Box program.  Please feel free to donate 
money, toys (new or gently used) or any item that you think a teen ager would appreciate 
for Christmas.  The toys and items for the teenagers can be placed in boxes located at the 
City Hall, Family Dollar, Dollar General and Harding’s.   
 
If you would prefer to donate money, you can drop it off to me or write a check to the 
“HARTFORD POLICE RESERVES”.  Anything that you can do would be deeply appreciated! 
 
As usual, if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please contact me by calling 
or by stopping by our office! 
 
Chief Tressa Beltran 
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HARTFORD WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
66460 56th Ave * Hartford MI 49057 * 269-621-2289* cohwwtp@frontier.com 

Tom Strand, HWWTP Operator 

 HWWTP Report for the Month of: October, 2020 
 

 State report has been submitted for the month of October.   

 Average flow 0.121 MGD (million gallons per day). 

 Sent Mercury samples to Trace Laboratories, results 2.23ng/L. 

 Sent PFOS samples to Trace Laboratories. 

 Performed routine maintenance and daily duties. 

 

                                    Operation Report for October, 2020 

 

1) Flow in Million Gallons Per Day 

A. Monthly Total                                                         3.745  

B.  Average                                                                  0.121 

      2)   Sodium Hypochlorite gallons Per Day 

            A.  Total                                                                          704 

            B.  Average                                                                    22.7 

3)  Ferric in Gallons Per Day 

A.  Total                                                                          639 

B.  Average                                                                       21                                                                                                                                                                                           

4) Polymer Powder in Pounds Per Day 

A.  Total                                                                         15.5 

B.  Average                                                                      0.5 

      5)  Sodium Bisulfite in Gallons Per Day                               

           A.  Total                                                                           155 

           B.  Average                                                                          5 

      6)  Electric usage KWH                                                           

           A.  Total                                                                             48 

           B.  Average                                                                       1.5   

7) Final BOD in Pounds                                 

A.  Total                                                                          189  

B.  Average (177 LBS. Allowed)                                       9 

C.  % Removal  (85%)                                                      97 

8) Final Suspended Solids in Pounds 

A.  Total                                                                          209 

B.  Average (131 LBS. Allowed)                                     10 

C.  Average mg/l                                                              9.9 

            D. % Removal  (85%)                                                       96 

9) Total Phosphorus in mg/l     

A. 30 Day Average (1 mg/l Allowed)                             0.7 

B.  % Removal                                                                 92 

10) Fecal Coliform Bacteria in Count/100ml 

A. Average (200/100ml Allowed)                                39.2       
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HARTFORD WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

66460 56th Ave * Hartford MI 49057 * 269-621-2289* cohwwtp@frontier.com 
Tom Strand, HWWTP Operator 

 

HWWTP Report for the Month of: November, 2020 
 

 State report has been submitted for the month of November.   
 Average flow 0.111 MGD (million gallons per day). 
 Michigan Agribusiness Solutions hauled 187,000 gals. of Biosolids. 
 Performed routine maintenance and daily duties. 

 
                                    Operation Report for November, 2020 

1) Flow in Million Gallons Per Day 
A. Monthly Total                                                         3.323  
B.  Average                                                                  0.111 

      2)   Sodium Hypochlorite gallons Per Day 
            A.  Total                                                                          580 
            B.  Average                                                                    19.3 

3)  Ferric in Gallons Per Day 
A.  Total                                                                          275 
B.  Average                                                                         9                                                                                                                             

4) Polymer Powder in Pounds Per Day 
A.  Total                                                                         15.0 
B.  Average                                                                      0.5 

      5)  Sodium Bisulfite in Gallons Per Day                               
           A.  Total                                                                           150 
           B.  Average                                                                          5 
      6)  Electric usage KWH                                                           
           A.  Total                                                                             54 
           B.  Average                                                                       1.8   

7) Final BOD in Pounds                                 
A.  Total                                                                          214  
B.  Average (177 LBS. Allowed)                                      10 
C.  % Removal  (85%)                                                      96 

8) Final Suspended Solids in Pounds 
A.  Total                                                                          238 
B.  Average (131 LBS. Allowed)                                     11 
C.  Average mg/l                                                            11.8 

            D. % Removal  (85%)                                                       95 
9) Total Phosphorus in mg/l     

A. 30 Day Average (1 mg/l Allowed)                             1.0 
B.  % Removal                                                                 88 

10) Fecal Coliform Bacteria in Count/100ml 
A. Average (200/100ml Allowed)                                 39.6 
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NOVEMBER 2020

LIST OF BILLS
CK #35935 TO CK # 36005

NUMBER WRITTEN TO DESCRIPTION TOTAL

35935 PAMELA BENCH NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 38.5 HOURS 500.50
35936 BEST WAY DISPOSAL INC DPW, CITY HALL & WWTP TRASH SERVICE FOR OCTOBER 2020 279.84
35937 ANNE BLOCKER NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 19.5 HOURS 214.50
35938 COMCAST CABLE INTERNET & LOCAL PHONES FOR NOVEMBER 2020 343.63
35939 CONSUMERS ENERGY IRP, CITY HALL & DPW GAS BILLS 9/26-10/27/2020 131.40
35940 DAN'S AUTOMOTIVE MOUNT & BALANCE TIRES ON DODGE CHARGER 72.00
35941 TERRY DIXON NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 10.75 HOURS 118.25
35942 ENTERPRISE ENVELOPE INC. BUSINESS CARDS FOR PRINCE AND BELTRAN 173.00
35943 FRONTIER DPW PHONE 10/25-11/24/2020 69.20
35944 JEFFERY FULLER 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION - 1 MEETING 20.00
35945 GOVERNMENT FORMS & SUPPLIES I VOTED STICKERS FOR NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION 24.64
35946 CHARLES GRESS NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 17 HOURS 221.00
35947 SUSAN HALL NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 17 HOURS 187.00
35948 HUNGERFORD NICHOLS FISCAL 2019-2020 AUDIT - PROGRESS BILL #1 10,000.00
35949 JAMES KELLY TRUCK TIRE SERVICE TIRES FOR DODGE CHARGER 480.00
35950 JENINE KLING 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION - 2 MEETINGS 60.00
35951 TIM KLING 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION - 2 MEETINGS 60.00
35952 DONNA LANGSTON 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION - 1 MEETING 20.00
35953 MICHELLE MATTIMORE NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 14.75 HOURS 162.25
35954 MODERN MARKETING COMMUNITY POLICING ITEMS 1,404.13
35955 ADOLFO MORALES 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION - 2 MEETINGS 40.00
35956 NAYLOR LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT HALF DOWN ON CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 1,531.53
35957 JOANN NEWNUM NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 27 HOURS 351.00
35958 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 11/4/2020 50.00
35959 DORA PORTILLO NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 15.25 HOURS 167.75
35960 ANNE ROCKEY NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 3 HOURS 33.00
35961 RUDELL REPAIR OIL CHANGE ON 2020 FORD INTERCEPTOR 101.00
35962 NANCY SPOULA NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 17 HOURS + 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION - 1 MEETING 227.00
35963 THE TRI-CITY RECORD GENERAL ELECTION PUBLISHING FOR 11/3/20 ELECTION 152.75
35964 VAN BUREN COUNTY VERIZON MODEMS 9/24-10/23/2020 80.02
35965 LAURA WEEDEN REIMBURSEMENT FOR CONTACT PAPER + NOV 3, 2020 ELECTION PAY - 35 HOURS 498.20
35966 MICHAEL BANIC OCCUPANCY INSPECTIONS 11/10/20 100.00
35967 COMPASS MINERALS AMERICA LAST LOAD OF SALT FROM 2019/2020 SEASON 4,356.18
35968 DUBOIS CHEMICALS, INC P-508 CHEMICAL FOR WWTP 241.19
35969 FERGUSON WATERWORKS WATER PARTS 53.72
35970 FLEMING BROTHERS OIL CO GASOLINE FOR OCTOBER 2020 1,181.27
35971 GASVODA & ASSOCIATES, INC. ADJUST LIFT STATION 372 AND REPLACE TRANSFORMER AT CASINO LIFT STATION 2,304.68
35972 GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER CO TIRES FOR INTERNATIONAL 956.84
35973 HARDING'S MARKET MISC FOOD, COFFEE, UTENCILS, WATER FOR ELECTION WORKERS 98.52
35974 HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY CITY HALL LEASE FOR NOVEMBER 2020 4,166.67
35975 HARTFORD FIRE BOARD NOVEMBER 2020 CONTRACTUAL PAYMENT 8,951.85
35976 INDIANA MICHIGAN POWER OCTOBER 2020 ELECTRIC BILLS 5,700.80
35977 J.S. BUXTON LLC BULK LIME SLURRY FOR WWTP 1,505.00
35978 KELLOGG HARDWARE MISC HARDWARE SUPPLIES FOR OCTOBER 2020 214.07
35979 MICHIGAN AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTION CHARGES FOR METALS AND NUTRIENT TESTING 380.00
35980 MISS DIG SYSTEM, INC. 2021 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES 1,862.69
35981 MUNICODE DOWNPAYMENT ON UPGRADES TO WEBSITE 2,300.00
35982 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 11/11/2020 50.00
35983 PUHRMAN HAULING & EXCAVING PUSH UP BRUSH & LEAVES AT WWTP 125.00
35984 SEVERANCE ELECTRIC CO.,INC REPAIR CROSS WALK IN FRONT OF OLD PNC BANK (MAIN & CENTER) 777.00
35985 SLC METER, LLC WATER PARTS 298.93
35986 SMITH'S TIRE MOUNT TIRES ON INTERNATIONAL 125.00
35987 STATE OF MICHIGAN COMMUNITY PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY ANNUAL FEE 1,300.05
35988 THE SAFETY COMPANY, LLC PART FOR LEAF VAC MACHINE 173.48
35989 TRACE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES IRP WATER SAMPLE TESTING - 11/7/2020 52.00
35990 UIS  SCADA ROUTINE CALIBRATIONS ON WWTP METERS 1,176.00
35991 VILLAGE OF PAW PAW SEPTEMBER 2020 LAB ANALYSIS 100.00
35992 WIGHTMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC. PROJECT 202198 WENDELL AVE, PROJECT 202043 PROSPECT ST & PROJECT 11,464.26

     200350 WATER RELIABILITY STUDY
35993 ACCURATE STRIPING PAINT STREET LINES, CROSSWALKS, BIKE PATHS, ETC 11,072.56
35994 AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOC. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL - 12/1/2020-11/30/2021 83.00
35995 AT&T MOBILITY FIRST NET SERVICE FOR CELL PHONES & I PADS 10/12-11/11/2020 492.78
35996 BLUE CARE NETWORK OF MI DECEMBER 2020 HEALTH INSURANCE 19,952.21
35997 CINTAS CORPORATION FIRST AID SUPPLIES - POLICE, WWTP & DPW 201.97
35998 ENTERPRISE ENVELOPE INC. CITY LETTERHEAD 189.00
35999 FRONTIER LIFT STATION PHONE + WWTP HONE, ALARM & INTERNET 11/13-12/12/2020 272.64
36000 GALLS, LLC BADGES & STATE SEALS FOR PRINCE (HE PAID $412.80) 566.41
36001 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 11/18/2020 50.00
36002 CASEY O'NEILL REFUND FOR PROPERTY INSPECTION - PROVIDED HOME INSPECTION REPORT 45.00
36003 TRACE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES PFAS TESTING AT WWTP-11/11/20 407.00
36004 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE CO OF AMERICA DECEMBER 2020 LIFE & DISIBILITY INSURANCE 702.50
36005 WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. WM-7 STORM SEWER & WM-8 SEWER MAIN ANNUAL FEE 161.43

71 TOTAL CHECKS 101,985.29$        
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

OCTOBER 26, 2020 

 

 

 

POKAGON HARTFORD AREA REVENUE SHARING BOARD: 

The Pokagon Hartford Area Revenue Sharing Board had their regular meeting on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 

for the distribution of the Casino Revenue for the year 2019. The amount of revenue distributed was 

$689,646.27, which was $196,134.99 or about twenty- eight (28%) percent lower than the 2018 fiscal year. The 

City’s share of the distribution is $72,412.86 which was down from $93,007.03 from the 2018 distribution. This 

decrease was due the closure of the Casino because of Covid-19 pandemic. I hope we can look forward to a 

better future. The funding has been fiscally helpful to the City. 

 

DEMOLITION OF BLIGHTED TAX REVERTED PROPERTIES: 

It has been customary for the County to share the cost of demolition of the blighted Tax Reverted properties 

with the City until very recently. The County has indicated that it will not share the cost of demolition of these 

buildings with City anymore because of the Supreme Court decision Rafaeli v Oakland. I have requested the 

City’s Legal Counsel to look into the possible options we need to pursue. The demolition of these buildings are 

very expensive undertakings for our budget. In the meantime, I will be exploring potential grants to address 

issues like this in the future. I have already contacted the County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for 

some assistance, I hope to have some additional information available very soon. 

 

CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING (CESF): 

The City’s Grant Application for the Corona Virus Supplemental Funding has been approved by the Michigan 

State Police in the amount of $4,488.00. We’ve just received a Grant Agreement to be signed for accepting the 

Grant and its conditions. This fund will be used to reimburse the City for the money spent towards the 

prevention of the Corona virus in all of the City’s facilities. 

 

2019/2020 AUDIT: 

Hungerford Nichols, the City Auditors are currently here to audit the City’s 2019/2020 financial records. They 

started on Monday, October 19, 2020 and will be here for the next few weeks. 

 

CITY PROPERTY SALE: 

The closing on the Shindeldecker Property off Marion Avenue has been tentatively set for Thursday, October 

29, 2020, at the Schuitmaker Law Office. The sale gives the opportunity to have the property developed and put 

on the tax roll. 
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

NOVEMBER 23, 2020 

 

 

 

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFIT: 

There is a need to update the City’s Health Insurance Benefit. The City has always covered the dependents of 

the employee under the benefit coverage. Now we do have an employee covered under the spouse’s employer 

coverage. This employee is still entitled to the Health Insurance Benefit; therefore, I am proposing a Payment in 

Lieu Health Insurance Coverage in the amount of $300.00 a month to the employee and also this payment 

should be incorporated into the City’s Benefit Policy. The proposed payment still saves the City some money 

when compared to offering the employee the full medical Health Insurance Benefit that offered to everyone. 

 

5 WEST MAIN STREET, UPDATE: 

As previously discussed, the Van Buren County Land Bank has decided to take the ownership of 5 West Main 

Street for Redevelopment purposes. Once the title is formally transferred, the County Land Bank would contact 

the State Land Bank for assistance in developing a Request for Qualification from developers towards the 

redevelopment of this property.  The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority would utilize all available 

development incentives to attract capable developers for the potential project. In the meantime, I have informed 

the County Treasurer of the necessary work to be done to preserve the building and its current delicate nature 

and the immediate attention that would be required to save it.  

 

RED ARROW HIGHWAY WATER EXTENSION PROJECT 

The Water Line extension project along Red Arrow Highway and Heywood Street is now completed. The 

owners’ wells have also been plugged to prevent cross contamination. The City is now looking at applying for 

water extension grant opportunity to assist Hartford Township residents that have been impacted by PFAS 

contamination. The Department of Energy, Great Lakes and Environment is offering a Consolidation, 

Contamination Risk Reduction (C2R2) Grant program to communities impacted by PFAS contamination. This 

grant is one hundred percent with no match requirement. The maximum grant amount is $5million dollars. The 

Township has expressed interest with an adopted resolution of support for the project to the City.  A copy of the 

resolution is attached for your record. 

 

POLICE UNION CONTACT 

We finally reached agreement on the Police Contract for your final approval. This is a five (5) year contract that 

also recognizes the seniority of the officers. The officers can now claim twelve hours for the holidays since they 

are on a twelve-hour shift rotation. They are also allowed a two (2%) percent increase annually over the life of 

the contract. Life Insurance coverage was increased from $15,000.00 to $30,000.00.  

 

NEW LIEUTENANT: 

Officer Mike Prince has been appointed the new Lieutenant to fill the vacancy in the 
department since the appointment of Chief Beltran. Mike brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to the position. His appointment is effective January 1, 2021. 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

POLICY REGARDING CITY ISSUED ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 
 
Electronic devices issued by the City consist of Cell Phones, Tablets, Laptop Computers are primarily for work-
related activities or approved educational/training activities. Incidental and occasional personal use and study use is 
permitted. This privilege should not be abused and must not affect the performance of related business activities. 
Once issued, you are fully responsible for the welfare of the device. 
 
RIGHT TO MONITOR 
 
The City of Hartford’s computer, tablet, laptop, email and Internet system are at all times the property of the City, 
and thus all information on it could be requested under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) By accessing the 
Internet and email services through facilities provided by the City, you acknowledge that, the City (by itself or 
through its Service Providers) may from time to time monitor, log and gather statistics on all activities and may 
examine all individual connections and communications. Please note that our service providers use email filters to 
block spam and computer viruses. These filters may from time to time block legitimate email messages. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY AND OBLIGATION. 
 
No one should access, download or distribute material that is illegal, or which others may find offensive or 
objectionable, such as material that is pornographic, discriminatory, harassing or an incitement to violence. 
 
Everyone in possession of City’s electronic device must respect and comply with copyright, trademark and similar 
laws, and use such protected information in compliance with applicable legal standards. When using web-based 
sources, you must provide appropriate attribution and citation of information to the websites. Software must not be 
downloaded from the internet without the prior approval of the City Manager or designee. 
 
VIOLATION OF THIS POLICY. 
 
In all circumstances, use of Internet access and email systems must be consistent with the law and the City of 
Hartford’s policies. Violation of this policy is a serious offense and, subject to the requirements of the law, may 
result in a range of sanctions, from restriction of access to electronic communication facilities to disciplinary action, 
up and including termination. 
 
EMAIL 
 
The email system is the property of the City of Hartford. All emails are subject to review by the City. You may make 
limited use of our email system for matters involving your own personal business, so long as such use is kept to a 
minimum and does not interfere with your work. 
 
The City of Hartford email system is City property, and as such, is subject to monitoring. System monitoring is 
done for your protection and the protection of the rights or property of the provider of these services. Please 
consider this when conducting personal business using the City’s hardware and software. 
 
Electronic mail is like any other form of the City’s communication, and may not be used for harassment or other 
unlawful purposes. Your email account is a City provided privilege, and is the City’s property. Remember that when 
you send email from the City domain, you represent the City whether your message is business related or personal.  
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CONFIDENTIALITY OF ELECTRONIC MAIL. 
 
As noted above, electronic mail is subject at all times to monitoring, and the release of specific information is 
subject to applicable laws and the City rules, policies and procedures on confidentiality. Existing rules, policies and 
procedures governing the sharing of confidential information also apply to the sharing of information via 
commercial software. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA. 
 
The term “social media” includes all means of communicating or posting information or content of any sort on the 
internet, including to your own or someone else’s web log or blog, journal or diary, personal website, social 
networking or affinity website, web bulletin board, or a chat room, whether or not associated or affiliated with the 
City, as well as any other form of electronic communication. The same principles and guidelines found in the City’s 
rules, policies and procedures apply to an employee’s social media activities online.  
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE # 175-2021 AMENDED 

 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, 

THE RIGHT, POWER AND AUTHORITY TO LAY, MAINTAIN AND COMMERCIALLY OPERATE GAS 

LINES AND FACILITIES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO MAINS, PIPES, SERVICES AND ON, 

UNDER, ALONG, AND ACROSS PUBLIC PLACES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO HIGHWAYS, 

STREETS, ALLEYS, BRIDGES, AND WATERWAYS, AND TO CONDUCT A LOCAL GAS BUSINESS IN 

THE CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, FOR A PERIOD OF THIRTY YEARS. 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 175 OF 1990.    

 

THE CITY OF HARTFORD ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1 GRANT & TERM            

 The CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, hereby grants to Consumers Energy 

Company, its successors and assigns, hereinafter called “Grantee," the right and authority to lay, maintain and 

commercially operate gas lines and facilities including but not limited to mains, pipes, services and valves on, under, 

along, and across public places including but not limited to highways, streets, alleys, bridges, and waterways, and to 

conduct a local gas business in the CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty 

years 

 

SECTION 2 CONDITIONS  

 No public place used by said Grantee shall be obstructed longer than necessary during construction or repair, and 

shall be restored to the same order and condition as when work was commenced.  All of Grantee’s gas lines and related 

facilities shall be placed as not to unnecessarily interfere with the public’s use of public places.  Grantee shall have the 

right to trim or remove trees if necessary, in compliance with the City’s Tree Ordinance no. 305--2008, in the conducting 

of such business. 

 

SECTION 3, HOLD HARMLESS  

Said Grantee shall, at all times, keep and save the City free and harmless from all loss, costs and expense to which 

it may be subject by reason of the negligent construction and maintenance of the lines and related facilities hereby 

authorized.  In case any action is commenced against the City on account of the permission herein given, the Grantee 

shall, upon notice, defend the City and its representatives and hold them harmless from all loss, costs and damage arising 

out of such negligent construction and maintenance. 

 

SECTION 4. EXTENSIONS   

 Said Grantee shall construct and extend its gas distribution system within said City, and shall furnish gas service 

to applicants residing therein in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 5. FRANCHISE NOT EXCLUSIVE   

The rights, power and authority herein granted, are not exclusive.  

 

SECTION 6. RATES & CONDITIONS   

 Said Grantee shall be entitled to provide gas service to the inhabitants of the City at the rates and pursuant to the 

conditions as approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission.  Such rates and conditions shall be subject to review 

and change upon petition to the Michigan Public Service Commission. 

SECTION 7. RESTORATION OF PROPERTY 

 Grantee shall immediately (subject to seasonal work restrictions) restore, at its sole expense, in a manner 

approved by the City, any portion of the public Right – of – Way that is in any way disturbed, damaged, or injured by the 
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construction, installation, operation, maintenance or removal of the facilities to an equivalent or better condition as that 

which existed prior to the disturbance.       

 

SECTION 8. PUBLIC RIGHT – OF – WAY PERMIT   

 Grantee shall obtain a Right – of – Way permit for each proposed new facility or other project’s and maintenance 

within the Right – of Way.    

SECTION 9. REVOCATION 

The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation upon sixty (60) days written notice by either 

party.  Upon revocation this ordinance shall be considered repealed and of no effect past, present or future. 

 

SECTION 10. MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION JURISDICTION  

Said Grantee shall remain subject to the reasonable rules and regulations of the Michigan Public Service 

Commission or its successors, applicable to gas service in the City and those rules and regulations preempt any term of 

any ordinance of the City to the contrary. 

 

SECTION 11. REPEALER 

This amended ordinance, when enacted, shall repeal and supersede the provisions of any previous Consumers’ gas 

franchise ordinance adopted by the City including any amendments. 

 

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE  
This ordinance shall take effect upon publication: ______________________. 

 

 

Yeas:  

Nays:   Absent:   

 

 

MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COMMISION OF THE CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ON THE ______DAY OF ______, 2020. 

AND PUBLISHED IN THE TRI-CITY RECORD ON __________. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and complete copy of the ordinance adopted by the City Commission of the City of 

Hartford, County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on the _____day, of ____, 2020, and that 

said meeting was conducted pursuant to and in full compliance with Act No 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976 as 

required by said act. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2020 - 016 
 

ACCEPTING LETTERS OF PROTEST FROM CITY RESIDENT PROPERTY OWNERS FOR 

MARCH 2021 BOARD OF REVIEW 

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission at 19 West Main Street called to order by Mayor 

Richard A. Hall on December 21, 2020 at 7:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner ______________and supported by Commissioner __________.     

WHEREAS, Michigan Compiled Law (MCL) 41.181 gives the City Board of Review the authority to 

accept letters of protest for the March 2021 Board of Review from non-residents. 

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford wishes to provide for the acceptance of City Residents to appeal by 

letter at the March 2021 Board of Review.   

  

YEAS:  

NAYS:  ABSENT:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

________________________________ 

DATE: December 21, 2020     RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on December 21, 2020 

                                      ________________________________ 
         RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street, Hartford MI 49057 

66

Item 27.



Page 1 of 2 
 

CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2020 - 017 
 

Poverty Exemption, Income Guidelines & Asset Test.   

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission at 19 West Main Street called to order by Mayor 

Richard A. Hall on December 21, 2020 at 7:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner ____________ and supported by Commissioner ______________.     

WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is required of the City Council by Section 7u of 

the General Property Tax Act 206 of 1893 (MCL 211.7u); and 

WHEREAS,  the homestead of persons who, in the judgment of the board of review, by reason of poverty, are 

unable to contribute to the public charge, is eligible for exemption in whole or in part from taxation under 

Public Act 390 of 1994 (MCL 211.7u); and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to PA 390 of 1994, the City of Hartford adopts the 

following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement.  The guidelines shall include but not be limited to 

the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing in the household, including any 

property tax credit returns, filed in the current or immediately preceding year; 

To be eligible, a person shall do all the following on an annual basis: 

1. Be an owner of and occupy as their principal residence the property for which an exemption is 

requested. 

2. File a claim with the City of Hartford’s board of review, accompanied by federal and state 

income tax returns for all persons residing in their principal residence, including any property tax 

credit returns filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year. 

3. File a claim reporting that the combined assets of all persons do not exceed the current 

guidelines.  Assets include but are not limited to, real estate other than the principal residence, 

personal property, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles and equipment, certificates of deposit, 

savings accounts, checking accounts, stocks, bonds, life insurance, retirement funds, etc.   

4. Claimant may not own more than one (1) vehicle per licensed driver in household.    

5. Claimant may not exceed $3,000.00 of value of assets, excluding homestead and vehicles.  

6. Produce a valid drivers’ license or other form of identification, if requested. 

7. Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an 

exemption is requested, if requested. 

8. Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by the United 

States Office of Management & Budget. 

9. The application for an exemption shall be filed after January 1, 2021 but one day prior to the last 

day of the Board of Review.  The filing of this claim constitutes an appearance before the Board 

of Review for the purpose of preserving the right of appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.    
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, that the board of review shall follow the above stated policy and 

federal poverty guidelines, which are updated annually by the United States Department of Management & 

Budget, in granting or denying an exemption, unless the board of review determined there are substantial and 

compelling reasons why there should be a deviation from the policy and federal guidelines and these are 

communicated in writing to the claimant.  The annual allowable income includes income for all persons 

residing in the principal residence. Claimants amount of tax liability to be determined by the Board of Review.   

FEDERAL POVERTY INCOME GUIDELINES FOR 2021 ASSESSMENTS 

The following are the federal poverty income standards for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2020 

assessments: 

 # of persons residing in home   Annual allowable income 

   1 person    $ 12,760 

   2 persons       17,240 

   3 persons       21,720 

   4 persons       26,200 

   5 persons       30,680 

   6 persons       35,160 

   7 persons       39,640 

   8 persons       44,120 

 For each additional person, add        4,480 

 

YEAS:  

NAYS: ABSENT:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

________________________________ 

DATE: December 21, 2020     RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on December 21, 2020 

                                      ________________________________ 
         RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street, Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2020 - 018 
 

PROVIDE FOR ALTERNATE STARTING DATES FOR MARCH 2021 BOARD OF REVIEW 

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission at 19 West Main Street called to order by Mayor 

Richard A. Hall on December 21, 2020 at 7:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner ____________ and supported by Commissioner ___________.     

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford holds Board of Review Protest meetings beginning the Tuesday following the 

first Monday of March as provided by MCL211.28 – 221.33 and may pass a resolution to allow for alternate 

starting dates for said meetings, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford wishes to provide for alternate starting dates for the March 2021 Board of 

Review meetings.   

  

 

YEAS:  

NAYS: ABSENT:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

________________________________ 

DATE: December 21, 2020     RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on December 21, 2020 

                                      ________________________________ 
         RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street, Hartford MI 49057 

69

Item 29.



Page 1 of 2 
 

CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2020 - 019 
 

ALLOWING FOR ELECTRONIC MEETINGS OF ALL CITY OF HARTFORD PUBLIC BODIES 

AND/OR THE ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS BY MEMBERS OF THOSE PUBLIC BODIES 

REMOTELY 

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission at 19 West Main Street called to order by Mayor 

Richard A. Hall on December 21, 2020 at 7:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner ____________ and supported by Commissioner ___________.     

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford holds Board of public meetings to conduct business in accordance with the 

PA 267 1976 Open Meetings Act.   

WHEREAS, Effective October 16, 2020 Act 228 amending 1976 PA 267 Section 3a to the Open Meetings Act 

to permit in certain circumstances public bodies to meet electronically and to permit members of those public 

bodies to participate in, and vote on, business before the public body remotely.   

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford, therefore, desires to comply with this statutory requirement by establishing 

of the procedures contained in this Resolution.   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Hartford hereby establish the following procedures 

to permit the City of Hartford Commission and all other public bodies to meet electronically and to permit 

members of the Commission and boards to participate in, and vote on business before the public body remotely.  

1. Electronic meetings of City of Hartford public bodies, in whole or in part, and/or attendance by 

members of those public bodies remotely may be permitted under any of the following circumstances:      

a.  On and after January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021, only for one of the following.  

1. Military Service 

2. A Medical Condition 

3. A statewide or local state of emergency or state of disaster declared pursuant to law or charter by the 

governor or a local official or local governing body that would risk the personal health or safety or 

members of the public or the public body if the meeting were held in person, but only to permit the 

following:  

1a. To permit the electronic attendance of a member of the public body who resides in the 

affected area.  

2b. to permit the electronic meeting of a public body that usually holds its meetings in the 

affected area.   

b.  After December 31, 2021 only in the circumstances requiring accommodation of members absent due to 

military duty.   

2. City of Hartford shall utilize electronic video and/or audio services or equipment that ensures 2-way 

communication so that during the electronic meeting members of the public body can hear and be heard 

by other members of the public body and so that participants in the electronic meeting can hear members 
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of the public body and can be heard by members of the public body and other participants during the 

public comment period.  To accommodate individuals with a disability, City of Hartford may use 

technology to facilitate typed public comments during the meeting submitted by members of the public 

participating in the meeting that may be read to or shared with members of the public body and other 

participants.   

3. Any meeting to be held electronically shall be preceded by a notice posted at least 18 hours before the 

meeting on the City’s website that is fully accessible to the public and at City Hall.  The notice shall 

state why the public body is meeting electronically, include telephone number, and internet address to 

allow the public to participate in the electronic meeting.   

 

YEAS:  

NAYS: ABSENT:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

________________________________ 

DATE: December 21, 2020     RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on December 21, 2020 

                                      ________________________________ 
         RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street, Hartford MI 49057 
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