
  

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

GUESTS 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Election May 4, 2021 - Hartford Public Schools - Register to Vote, Applications to request an 

Absent Voter Ballot Available  

2. Two Rivers Coalition Upcoming Events 

3. McDowell Apartments Communication 

4. City, Hartford Township & Hartford Fire Board Joint Meeting, March 24, 2021 @ the Fire Station  

5. New Website - www.cityofhartfordmi.org  

6. Hartford City News, Spring & Summer Edition  

REPORT OF OFFICERS BOARDS & COMMITTEES 

Police & Ordinance 

7. HPD - Chief 

8. HPD - Ordinance 

Fire Department 

9. HFD - Chief 

10. HFD - Board 

Ambulance 

11. AMB - February 

Van Buren County 

 

City of Hartford 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan 

Commission Business Meeting Agenda 
Monday, March 22, 2021 at 7:30 PM 
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Public Works 

12. DPW - February 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

13. WWTP - February 

Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills 

14. Treasurer - February 

City Manager 

15. City Manager - February 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 

16. February 22, 2021 Business Meeting 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

OLD BUSINESS 

17. Discussion - Hartford Fire Department Financials, Audit, and Fire Board Pay 

NEW BUSINESS 

18. Capital Improvement Plan - Discussion 

19. Great Lakes Cultivation Advisors, 501 Hillsborough St - Site Plan  

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS OR AMENDMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Roxann Isbrecht

From: Kevin Haight <kevinhaight58@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 3:44 PM
To: Roxann Isbrecht
Subject: Two Rivers Coalition Upcoming Events

 

View this email in your browser  

  

  

 

Now that we have hopefully weathered the 

"Winter of our Discontent", TRC is excited to 

get to work in 2021 on our water quality 

mission in the Black River and Paw Paw 

River watersheds. 

UPCOMING EVENT on MARCH 23! 

TRC is excited to announce that on Tuesday March 23 at 7:00 p.m., it will host 

a very timely and interesting on-line presentation about microplastic pollution in 

the Great Lakes. A speaker from the Alliance for the Great Lakes will present 
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about this often over-looked but increasingly worrisome problem of micro-

plastic particles building up in the lake environment. The presentation will 

cover the following topics:  the importance of the Great Lake ecosystem, how 

the Alliance for the Great Lakes works to protect the Great Lakes and its 

communities, the threat of plastic pollution to the Great Lakes, and actions we 

can take to address plastic pollution in the Great Lakes. 

To watch this presentation, simply click on this link or call the number to 

participate by phone:  

Topic: Two Rivers Coalition: Microplastics in the Great Lakes. Presentation 

from The Alliance For The Great Lakes 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4983302025 

 

Meeting ID: 498 330 2025 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,4983302025# US (Washington DC) 

+13126266799,,4983302025# US (Chicago) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 498 330 2025 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdqAXO2DwY 

        

TRC ACCOMPLISHMENTS in 2020: 

In case you missed it, 2020 was actually a very successful (although trying at 
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times) year for TRC. Here are some highlights: 

    TRC was the recipient of a large donation from One Hundred Women Who 

Care of Van Buren County. The money is to be used for the Paw Paw River 

Water Trail in Van Buren County, including the installation of signs on all bridge 

crossings over the PPR in the county. 

    TRC applied for and received a grant from the Berrien Community 

Foundation to fund installation of signs on bridge crossings over the PPR in 

Berrien County. 

    Despite COVID-19, TRC and its partner Van Buren Conservation District 

were able to conduct macroinvertebrate sampling in the two watersheds for a 

7th consecutive year. Plans are underway for our Spring macro sampling event 

tentatively scheduled for Sunday May 2, 2021. 

    Thanks to a generous donation from Dick and Carol Purdy, TRC was able to 

conduct it's 4th consecutive year of testing for E. coli in both watersheds. If you 

would like to see the maps and graphs of our findings now available on our 

website, please go to: tworiverscoalition.org/ecoli.asp. Also, we are excited to 

announce that we have applied to EGLE for a grant to do DNA testing as part 

of our E. coli testing program in 2021. 

    Paddling with groups was a challenge in 2020, but TRC persevered and held 

some socially distanced paddling events on both rivers. Also, TRC teamed up 

with SW x SW CISMA to hold two "Paddle with a Naturalist" events. This was a 

great opportunity to learn about both invasive species of concern and native 

species of importance to wetland environments. GOOD NEWS: We will be 

hosting more "Paddle with a Naturalist" events in 2021! Keep an eye on the 

"Upcoming Events" section of our website and/or follow us on FaceBook. 

    TRC super volunteer Dan Burton got us involved in a cool new project to 

install bird nest boxes in remote areas of the PPR for Prothonatory Warblers. 

We are currently trying to work out the logistics for some kind of limited group 

paddle in early to mid June to hopefully view the nest boxes in use. 

    Finally, the Paw Paw River Water Trail won the prestigious Graham 

Woodehouse Award for intergovernmental cooperation. TRC is proud to be part 

of the consortium of governments and organizations who make up the steering 
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committee for PPRWT. But we also give ourselves a little pat on the back for 

successfully nominating the water trail for the award. 

 

Remember, you can keep current with TRC upcoming events (including on-line 

presentations) by checking the "Upcoming Events" section on the homepage of 

our website: www.TwoRiversCoalition.org and/or by following us on FaceBook: 

@TwoRiversCoalition. 

Hope to see you at one or more of these events in 2021! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Copyright © 2021 Two Rivers Coalition, All rights reserved.  

Two Rivers Coalition is a citizen-based group working to protect the health of the Black River and Paw 

Paw River watersheds through conservation, education and advocacy. You can become a member or 

renew your membership by using the interactive form at www.TwoRiversCoalition.org/giving.asp. If you do 

not wish to be on our mailing list, please unsubscribe.  

 

Our mailing address is:  

Two Rivers Coalition 

1035 E. Michigan Ave 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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Hartford Police Department 
19 West Main Street - Hartford, Michigan. 49057 

  

 
           Police Report for Month of February 2021 
 
 
Total Duty Hours 672 Foot Patrol Hours  4 
Arrests   7 Felony  3 
  Misdemeanor  4 
Arrest Warrants 
Issued 

  6 Traffic Citations Issued  9 

Homicide   0 Robbery  0 
Sex Crimes   0 Trespassing  1 
Assaults   7 UDAA (stolen auto)  1 
Burglary   1 Larceny  4 
Frauds   3 Property             

Destruction/Vandalism 
 0 

NFS Checks   0 Juvenile Del  0 
OUIL   1 Drug Investigations  0 
Civils   5 Public Peace  4 

  
Lost Property   0 Found Property  0 
Suspicious 
Person(s)/Vehicle(s) 

  1 Alarms  0 

Health/Safety    5 Traffic Crash  4 
Assist to other 
Agencies 

  32 Michigan State Police  3 

Van Buren Co 
Sheriff 

   8  FIRE/EMS  8  

Other Local 
Agencies 

   3 Persons  10  

 
       
Officers of the department handled 85 incidents during the month of 
February 2021. 
 
 
As usual, if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please 
contact me by calling or by stopping by our office! 
 
Chief Tressa Beltran 
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HARTFORD WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
66460 56th Ave * Hartford MI 49057 * 269-621-2289* cohwwtp@frontier.com 

Tom Strand, HWWTP Operator 
 

HWWTP Report for the Month of: February, 2021 
 

 State report has been submitted for the month of February.   
 Average flow 0.123 MGD (million gallons per day). 
 Performed routine maintenance and daily duties. 

 
                                    Operation Report for February, 2021 
 

1) Flow in Million Gallons Per Day 
A. Monthly Total                                                         3.432  
B.  Average                                                                  0.123 

      2)   Sodium Hypochlorite gallons Per Day 
            A.  Total                                                                          342 
            B.  Average                                                                    12.2 

3)  Ferric in Gallons Per Day 
A.  Total                                                                          447 
B.  Average                                                                       16                                                                                                                             

4) Polymer Powder in Pounds Per Day 
A.  Total                                                                       28.00 
B.  Average                                                                    1.00 

      5)  Sodium Bisulfite in Gallons Per Day                               
           A.  Total                                                                             98 
           B.  Average                                                                        3.5 
      6)  Electric usage KWH                                                           
           A.  Total                                                                             58 
           B.  Average                                                                        2.1  

7) Final BOD in Pounds                                 
A.  Total                                                                           279  
B.  Average (177 LBS. Allowed)                                      14 
C.  % Removal  (85%)                                                      95 

8) Final Suspended Solids in Pounds 
A.  Total                                                                          305 
B.  Average (131 LBS. Allowed)                                     15 
C.  Average mg/l                                                            15.4 

            D. % Removal  (85%)                                                       94 
9) Total Phosphorus in mg/l     

A. 30 Day Average (1 mg/l Allowed)                             0.7 
B.  % Removal                                                                 91 

10) Fecal Coliform Bacteria in Count/100ml 
A. Average (200/100ml Allowed)                                 26.0 
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FEBRUARY 2021
LIST OF BILLS

CK #36143 TO CK # 36204

NUMBER WRITTEN TO DESCRIPTION TOTAL

36143 MICHAEL BANIC OCCUPANCY INSPECTIONS 2/3/21 140.00
36144 BEST WAY DISPOSAL INC WWTP, CITY HALL & DPW TRASH SERVICE FOR JANUARY 2021 286.36
36145 COMCAST CABLE INTERNET & LOCAL PHONES FOR FEBRUARY 2021 346.00
36146 CONSUMERS ENERGY DPW, CITY HALL & IRP GAS BILLS 12/29/20-1/27/21 651.23
36147 FRONTIER DPW LOCAL PHONE 1/25-2/24/21 69.61
36148 HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY CITY HALL LEASE FOR JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2021 8,333.34
36149 HARTFORD FIRE BOARD FEBRUARY 2021 CONTRACTUAL PAYMENT 8,951.85
36150 HUNGERFORD NICHOLS FINAL PAYMENT ON 2019-2020 AUDIT 4,350.00
36151 INDIANA MICHIGAN POWER JANUARY 2021 ELECTRIC BILLS 5,828.67
36152 KELLOGG HARDWARE MISC HARDWARE SUPPLIES FOR JANUARY 2021 180.84
36153 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 2/3/2021 50.00
36154 JOHN RUDER WEB DOMAIN RENEWAL FOR 2021 PLUS NEW PDF'S (GENESIS WEB) 100.00
36155 SCHUITMAKER, COOPER & CYPHER LEGAL FEES FOR JAN 2021 - MISC = $54/MARIJUANA APP=$1107 1,161.00
36156 SOUTHWEST MI PLANNING COMMISSION CONTRACT TO PROMOTE PAW PAW RIVER WATER TRAIL MAINTENANCE 3,470.00
36157 TRACE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES IRP WATER SAMPLE TESTING - 1/28/21 74.50
36158 VILLAGE OF PAW PAW LAB ANALYSIS FOR DECEMBER 2020 100.00
36159 WALTER L. DE VISSER, SR. MECHANICAL PERMIT CH21001 - 100 MAPLE HILL LOT 27 170.00
36160 WIGHTMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC. PROJECT 200350 WATER RELIABILITY STUDY, PROJECT 202198 WENDELL AVE 5,857.30

     IMPROVEMENTS & PROJECT 202043 PROSPECT ST IMPOROVEMENTS
36161 PAMELA BENCH NOVEMBER 5, 2020 ELECTION RISK LIMITING AUDIT (2 HOURS) 26.00
36162 BLUE CARE NETWORK OF MI MARCH 2021 HEALTH INSURANCE 19,747.04
36163 BORAT RENTALS, LLC BALANCE OF WATER ACCT REFUND FOR 412 S HAVER ST 128.99
36164 FLEMING BROTHERS OIL CO GASOLINE FOR JANUARY 2021 605.31
36165 HARDING'S MARKET COFFEE, CREAMER, SUGAR, NAPKIN , SILVERWARE FOR BREAKROOM 28.43
36166 HARTFORD LIONS CLUB CONCERTS IN THE PARK - DDA=$500   CITY = $1000. 1,500.00
36167 JOANN NEWNUM NOVEMBER 5, 2020 ELECTION RISK LIMITING AUDIT (2 HOURS) 26.00
36168 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 2/10/2021 50.00
36169 RUDELL REPAIR ALTERNATOR & BATTERY - WWTP FORD F-350 651.00
36170 THAYER, INC. TRASH BAGS, GLOVES, FLOOR CLEANER, PAPER TOWELS 422.63
36171 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE CO OF AMERICA MARCH 2021 LIFE & DISABILITY INSURANCE 618.66
36172 VAN BUREN CO. ASSOCIATION CHIEF'S ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2021 45.00
36173 VAN BUREN COUNTY VERIZON MODEMS 12/24/2020 - 1/23/2021 80.02
36174 ALEXANDER CHEMICAL CORP. CHEMICALS & CONTAINER CHARGES FOR WWTP 2,366.96
36175 AMERIGAS - HARTFORD 5254 PROPANE FOR LAB AND CONTROL BUILDING - WWTP 1,403.14
36176 MICHAEL BANIC OCCUPANCY INSPECTIONS 2/13/21 AND 2/17/21 315.00
36177 FRONTIER LIFT STATION PHONE 2/7-3/6/21 39.30
36178 MML WORKER'S COMP FUND BALANCE DUE ON FISCAL 2019- 2020 WORKER'S COMP 436.00
36179 CHARLES G MOORE BUILDING PERMITS #20-H-25 THROUGH #20-H-52 2,217.00
36180 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 2/17/2021 50.00
36181 PC SERVICES SONICWALL TZ300 + LABOR HOURS 1/7/19-6/30/19 SERVER & MISC 11,777.00
36182 PVS TECHNOLOGIES, INC. FERRIC CHLORIDE FOR WWTP 4,654.06
36183 TRACE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES IRP WATER SAMPLE TESTING - 2/12/2021 52.00
36184 THE TRI-CITY RECORD PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE NO 174-2021 61.25
36185 ALEXANDER CHEMICAL CORP. CONTAINER RENTAL FEES FOR IRP 210.00
36186 AT&T MOBILITY FIRST NET SERVICE FOR CELL PHONES 1/12-2/11/2021 414.80
36187 AUTO-WARES GROUP MISC AUTO REPAIR PARTS & FLUIDS 188.52
36188 MICHAEL BANIC OCCUPANCY INSPECTIONS 2/20/21 185.00
36189 CARGILL, INC. 48.38 TONS OF ROAD SALT 3,298.55
36190 CINTAS CORPORATION FIRST AID SUPPLIES - POLICE, CITY HALL, DPW & WWTP 302.17
36191 CLEAN EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL SER VACTOR SERVICES FOR WATER LEAK 1,615.95
36192 CORE & MAIN LP 2 INCH WATER METER & PARTS 1,568.28
36193 DELTA DENTAL MARCH 2021 DENTAL INSURANCE 936.36
36194 ENTERPRISE ENVELOPE INC. 10,000 WINDOW ENVELOPES, 2500 BLANK RECEIPTS FOR CASH RECEIPTING AND 766.05

     BUSINESS CARDS FOR OFFICERS DUVALL & VANDE VOREN (500 EACH)
36195 FERGUSON WATERWORKS WATER REPAIR FITTINGS 192.96
36196 FRONTIER CASINO LIFT STATION PHONE, IRP PHONE & INTERNET AND WWTP PHONE, 428.35

     INTERNET & ALARM  2/13-3/12/2021
36197 MUNICIPAL SUPPLY COMPANY SIGN POSTS 582.00
36198 TOM NEWNUM CLEAN CITY HALL 2/25/2021 50.00
36199 ROTTMAN SALES INC TWO CYCLE OIL 51.24
36200 SLC METER, LLC WATER REPAIR PARTS 145.24
36201 THE TRI-CITY RECORD 2021 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW PUBLICATION (RUN 3 WEEKS) 588.00
36202 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC ANNUAL MAINTENANCE & SUPPORT - 4/1/2021 THROUGH 3/31/2022 5,815.85
36203 VISION SERVICE PLAN MARCH 2021 VISION INSURANCE 163.39
36204 WINTER EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC SNOW PLOW SCRAPER BLADES 2,791.82

62 TOTAL CHECKS 107,716.02$   
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

MARCH 22, 2021 

 

 

 

5 WEST MAIN STREET UPDATE: 

Chuck Moore, the Building Inspector recommended to the County Treasurer to engage the services of a 

Structural Engineer to conduct a structural inspection on the building before anything is done to it. It is my 

understanding that the recommendation will be taken to the March 18, 2021 County Land Bank meeting for 

discussion and possibly approval for the structural Inspection. I hope to bring additional information to the 

commission as soon as available. 

 

RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA PAYMENTS: DISTRIBUTIONS TO LOCAL UNITS OF 

GOVERMENT 

Michigan Department of Treasury started distributing more than $45.7million collected from taxes and fees 

under the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (initiated Law 1 of 2018). 

As part of the Act, after funding statutorily defined distributions, disbursements will be as follows: 

 15% to municipalities in which a marihuana retail store or a microbusiness is located, allocated in 

proportion to the number of marijuana retail stores and marijuana microbusinesses within the 

municipality. 

 15% to counties in which a marijuana retail store or a marijuana microbusiness is located, allocated in 

proportion to the number of marijuana retail stores and marijuana microbusinesses within the county. 

 35% to the School Aid Fund to be used for K-12 education. 

 35% to the Michigan Transportation Fund to be used for repair and maintenance of the roads and 

bridges. 

Cities, villages, townships and counties will be receiving nearly $10 million under the Act. The distribution rate 

for FY2020 Recreational Marijuana payments is slightly over $28,000.00 per licensed marijuana retail sore and 

microbusiness. 

The City of Hartford received$28,001.32. Payment based on the number of licensed retail stores and 

microbusinesses located within municipalities’ jurisdiction. 

 

GREAT LAKES CULTIVATION ADVISORS, LLC. 

Mr. Howard Ballard of Great Lakes Cultivation Advisors, LLC presented the Site Plan for his property located 

on 501 Hillsborough Street, Hartford, MI 49057, for review and approval during the regular meeting held on 

March 8,2021. After the review, the Planning Commission recommended the approval of the Site Plan to the 

City Commission at the next meeting on March 22, 2021. The project would start with the existing building 

with 100 grow plants and an eye on future plan to expand. 

 

PROSPECT STREET & WENDELL AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

These projects continue to move along very well. Michigan Department of Transportation has finally approved 

and signed the contract with the City. A pre-construction meeting was held on March 15, 2021.The Contractor, 

Brenner Excavating has elected to start the project sooner around May 10, 2021, instead of the end of the 

School year with the possibility of completion by the end of June. 

The Pre-construction meeting for Wendell Avenue was held on March 19, 2021, the project is not expected to 

start until the end of the School year, with an estimated completion date by September 30, 2021. 
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STATE REVOLVING LOAN FUND 

I mentioned in my last report that it is time to respond to the issues that the SAW Grant exposed within our 

Sewer System. We have gone through the list of vulnerable areas and prioritized the sections that demand 

immediate attention. 

Unfortunately, this is going to be an expensive undertaking. The list of the projects identified is a little over 

$4million dollars, but as a disadvantage community, we could get as much as twenty –five percent grant. The 

rest could be financed for up to thirty years at a rate of 2.175%. We must be able to justify the resources to pay 

back the loan before it can be approved. A rate adjustment is definitely necessary to undertake this project.   
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 

Commissioners Present: Ron Burleson; Frank Dockter; Richard A. Hall; Terry Tibbs;  

Members Absent:  Dennis Goss; John Miller; Helen Sullivan      

Staff Present:               Akinwale; Rodney-Isbrecht;  

 

Mayor Richard A. Hall called the business meeting to order at 7:30pm. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was said.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Terry Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Frank Dockter, to approve the 

agenda as presented.    

Motion carried 4 – 0 

 

Guests:  

Chris Cowgill, Wightman’s, is moving out of the area March 2021, this will be his last meeting. Ten 

bids were received for the Wendell Street project and recommends awarding contract to the low bidder 

Krone Excavating, LLC at a cost of $309,141.00 contingent on MDOT’s approval of the contract.   The 

project construction should begin in early April.   

 

Mike Hnatiuk, West Michigan Railroad, addressed Councils concerns of train cars moving through the 

train crossing on North Center with the gates deactivated.   The gates are disengaged at times when there 

are a lot of train cars on the spur and parked in areas where it would engage the gates continually 

blocking the roadway traffic flow on North Center St.    A railroad worker always checks to make sure 

the roadway is clear before they move a train car through the crossing when the gates are disengaged.  

CSX is parking extra train cars and parking them in the zone which would leave the crossing gates 

engaged/down and blocking traffic.  West Michigan Railroad has extended the spur East behind 

Meacham Farms on 52nd. Most loading and un-loading of train cars is now being done outside of the 

City limits.   

 

Tim Dibble, Hartford Motor Speedway – came to protest the invoice he received for the water meter on 

his new building.  He does not own it, and cannot remove it as it stays with the building. The City 

Manager, explained new meters are charged to new customers based on the City’s fee schedule.          

 

Public Comment: None 

    

Communications: 

 Election May 4, 2021 – Hartford Public Schools has called a special election.    

 Joint Meeting with Hartford Township & Fire Board March 24, 2021, 7pm @ the Fire Station 

 West Michigan Railroad Response to Council’s concerns.    

 Lawrence Township – Public Hearing Off Road Vehicles 

 LARA Communication – Transfer of Liquor License, 108 East Main St, Quick & Easy Mart 

 MPSC Notice of Hearing – Consumers Energy Company 

 Board of Review – Organization March 2, 11:30am; Protests March 9, 9am-Noon 2pm-5pm & 11, 2pm-

5pm & 6pm-9pm. City Hall will be closed to the public for anything other than Board of Review on 

March 9 to comply with COVID rules.     

 Ordinance – Water/Service Ready Serve Charge was included in the Council packet for review     
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

Reports of Officers, Boards & Committees; Routine Monthly Reports from Departments: 

A. Police & Ordinance – City Manager & Mayor had a discussion about blight ordinances, solution is to 

issue citations to habitual offenders.    

B. Fire Dept – procedures of the joint agreement were not followed at the February joint meeting.   Board 

pay has to be agreed upon by the City & Township Boards and approved at the joint meeting, as well as 

the budget. The City Manager has concerns regarding the 10% average yearly growth to the budget and 

recommends amending the joint agreement to include language that address the level of the departments 

fund balance, growth of the department, spending down the fund balance before asking for an increase 

to the budget, and include a remedy if one of the municipalities does not agree to the presented budget.     

C. Ambulance – Bill Mears, Pride Care, due to COVID-19 revenue has fallen dramatically and will be 

taking a loss for the next few years.  Expanding or building a building in the area as previously 

discussed would not be feasible at this time, however they would be open to leasing space if it were to 

become available.  They are building a new facility in Dowagiac to encourage employee retention.  

Shortage of personnel has been at critical levels; in response they are sending three - five people to 

paramedic school as well as paying their living expenses.   COVID-19 has also affected staffing and 

operations but the organization has still been able to maintain response times below the stated contract 

time of 12:00 minutes.       

D. Van Buren County – Commissioner Mike Chappell, Commissioners approved video meeting rooms for 

jails & courts, updated five-year recreation plan allowing for communities that do not have a recreation 

plan to apply for grants, accepted resignation of the road commissioner and hired his replacement.     

E. Public Works – no discussion 

F. Wastewater Treatment Plant – follow-up meetings with Wightman have not been set.    

G. Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills – no discussion 

H. City Manager – Consolidation & Contamination Risk Reduction (C2R2) Grant; Clean Water & 

Drinking Water State Revolving Funds & the Strategic Water Quality Initiatives Fund (SWQIF) - 

Exploring funding options to respond to the high priority issues of the Water & Sewer system, identified 

through the SAW grant & water reliability study.  A rate increase will need to be part of the funding 

package.   Proposed Road Construction Projects Update: Prospect & Wendell streets projects should 

begin in the spring.  Hartford Marathon Station – The company is asking the City to accept the 

contaminated Right-of-Way as is.  The City Manager has sent the request to EGLE for review and 

recommendation.    

 

Approval of Commission Minutes: 

Motion by Commissioner Dockter, supported by Commissioner Tibbs, to approve the minutes of the 

January 25, 2021 business meeting of the Hartford City Commission, as presented and place them on 

file.  

                               Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Burleson, to approve the minutes of the 

February 10, 2021 joint meeting of the Hartford City Commission, Hartford Fire Board, and Hartford 

Township Board as presented and place them on file.  

                               Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Approval of Reports:  

Motion by Commissioner Dockter, supported by Commissioner Burleson, to accept the January 2021 

departmental reports as presented and place them on file.   

   Motion carried 4 – 0   

 

Goals/Objectives: None Discussed 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

Old Business:  None Discussed 

 

New Business:   

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Burleson, to appoint Carlos Ledesma to 

the fire board as the City’s representative per the Fire Board Agreement.     

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Burleson, to appoint Walter Devisser Jr as 

deputy Mechanical Inspector.    

Motion carried 4 – 0 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dockter supported by Commissioner Tibbs, to partner with Hartford Chamber 

to provide the Strawberry Festival in the amount of $250.00 

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Burleson supported by Commissioner Tibbs, to enter into the Van Buren 

County Law Enforcement Agencies Mutual Police Aid Agreement.    

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Burleson supported by Commissioner Tibbs, to award MDOT Contract #20-

5550 Prospect Street contract to Brenner Excavating Inc in the amount of $579,764.05.   

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs supported by Commissioner Dockter, to award MDOT Contract #21-

5017 Wendell Ave contract to Krohn Excavating LLC in the amount of $308,241.00 contingent on the 

MDOT’s approval of the contract.   

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Resolutions, Ordinance, Proclamation’s:  
Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Burleson to adopt resolution 2021-001 

accepting the 2019/2020 Fiscal Year Audit. 

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Burleson, supported by Commissioner Dockter to adopt resolution 2021-002 

entering into MDOT Contract #21-5017. 

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Dockter to adopt resolution 2021-003 

entering into MDOT Contract #20-5550. 

Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Dockter, to adjourn the meeting at 

8:41pm. 

  Motion carried 4 – 0  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,         

 

 

RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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City of Hartford Planning Commission  

Regular Meeting, Hartford City Hall 

March 8th, 2021 Minutes 

Called to Order:  7:35 P.M. by T. Kling 

Members Present:  Per Roll Call:  J. Fuller, D. Langston, J. Kling, T. Kling, & N. Spoula 

Also Present:  Yemi Akinwale, City Manager & public attendees 

 

Approval of the Agenda:  Motion made by D. Langston, seconded by N. Spoula, to approve the March   

8th, 2021 agenda as written. All present in favor, motion carried. 

Approval of the Minutes:  Motion by J. Fuller, seconded by D. Langston, to approve the January 11th, 

2021 minutes as written. All present in favor, motion carried. 

Public Comments Not on the Agenda: 

    **Water / Sewer update – due to PFAS contamination, Wendell & Prospect St., large water project 

coming up. City has applied fo a 3 Mil grant for the project, and will include connecting the two mobile 

home parks, Viking & Applewood. J. Fuller asked how far the new line will go – not past the sewer plant. 

    **5 West Main update – building will need to pass inspection, if not, will be taken down.  

    **The Catholic church expansion has not started yet.  

New Business:  Site Plan Review – Great Lakes Cultivation Advisors, LLC.  Property located off of 

Marion Ave. on Hillsborough St. in the City of Hartford – will be a marijuana growing & packaging facility 

only. T. Kling obtained & reviewed the Site Plan prior to Planning meeting, making sure it met all of the 

requirements of the Site Plan Check List. Went over & shared with all present.  

Howard Ballard, owner of property, presented Site Plan along with Alex Frazier w/Hurley & Stewart 

engineering firm from Kalamazoo. Mr. Ballard has already purchased the property, owns outright, and 

has a partner from Oregon. He’s working w/Brooks Architecture from Stevensville. Has already been 

working on property clean up & prep for building. City had already done a good job in the years prior 

cleaning up the property & removing contamination. There is EPA Brownfields grants & federal funding 

available to aid in any further cleanup if needed. J. Fuller questioned whether storm water run off would 

cause extra contamination. Mr. Ballard said no, they will not be doing anything to disturb the current 

drainage. They’re working on getting 100% cleaned up prior to completion & future project. With known 

contamination – has to be reviewed by state environmental engineer. After thorough review of the Site 

Plan, and questions answered, ready for motion to be made.  

     Motion made by D. Langston, seconded by N. Spoula, to recommend the Site Plan Review for the 

Great Lakes Cultivation Advisors, LLC grow facility to the City Council for final review & approval.  Per roll 

call, 4 in approval, 1 decline by J. Fuller, due to not legal under federal law yet, majority present in favor, 

motion carried. 

Old Business:  D. Langston inquired whether or not Joe Deckard’s carport was approved – the City did 

approve to let it remain in place. 

Other Business: None 

 

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned by T. Kling at 8:15 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Jenine Kling, Vice Chair & Secretary 
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