
 
 

Library Board Meeting Agenda 

March 07, 2023 

5:30 PM 

 

 

Chairperson:                     Katherine Hansen 

Vice Chairperson:          Angela Christensen 

Board Members:               Desri Hansen and Lori Pelkey 

Meeting Location:             Harrisburg Municipal Center Located at 354 Smith St 

 

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
 

1. This meeting is open to the public and will be tape-recorded. 
2. Copies of the Staff Reports or other written documents relating to each item on the agenda are 

on file in the office of the City Recorder and are available for public inspection. 
3. The City Hall Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  Persons with disabilities wishing 

accommodations, including assisted listening devices and sign language assistance are 
requested to contact City Hall at 541-995-6655, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting date.  If a 
meeting is held with less than 48 hours’ notice, reasonable effort shall be made to have an 
interpreter present.  The requirement for an interpreter does not apply to an emergency meeting.  
ORS 192.630(5) 

4. Persons contacting the City for information requiring accessibility for deaf, hard of hearing, or 
speech-impaired persons, can use TTY 711; call 1-800-735-1232, or for Spanish voice TTY, call 
1-800-735-3896. 

5. The City of Harrisburg does not discriminate against individuals with disabilities, and is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

6. For information regarding items of discussion on this agenda, please contact City Recorder Lori 
Ross, at 541-995-6655 

7. Masks are not required at this time.  The City does ask that anyone running a fever, having an 
active cough or other respiratory issues, not to attend this meeting.   

8. If you wish to provide testimony, and don’t want to attend the meeting; please contact the City 
Recorder.  You can provide written testimony, or audio testimony if you wish to be called during 
the meeting.   
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CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

CONCERNED CITIZEN(S) IN THE AUDIENCE.  (Please limit presentation to two minutes per 
issue.) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FOR THE JANUARY 3, 2023 LIBRARY BOARD
MEETING

NEW BUSINESS 

2. THE MATTER OF FILLING A LIBRARY BOARD VACANCY

STAFF REPORT:

 Exhibit A:  Application for Alexandria Bennett 

ACTION:        MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THAT THEY 
APPOINT ALEXANDRIA BENNETT TO THE LIBRARY BOARD WITH THE TERM 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2026 

3. THE MATTER OF DISCUSSING LIBRARY PROGRAMS

STAFF REPORT:

 No Exhibits 

4. THE MATTER OF DISCUSSING PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE LIBRARY ACCESS TO
STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF CITY LIMITS

STAFF REPORT:

 Exhibit: Proposal for Review 

ACTION:        MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THAT HARRISBURG 
PUBLIC LIBRARY PROVIDE LIMITED ACCESS TO STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY 
LIMITS AT NO CHARGE 

OTHERS: 

 Katherine Hansen Term Ending

 Volunteers

 On Call Employees

ADJOURN 
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Library Board Meeting Minutes 
January 03, 2023 

Chairperson:        Katherine Hansen, Presiding 
Vice-Chairperson: Angela Christensen, Present 
Board Members Present:     Desri Hansen (arrived at 5:33pm) and Lori Pelkey 
Staff Members Present:   Library Supervisor Cathy Nelson, City Recorder Lori Ross 

Librarian Amanda Pelkey and Librarian Cheryl Spangler 
(arrived at 5:39pm) 

Meeting Location:  Harrisburg Municipal Court Located at 354 Smith St 

Nelson informed the board that Chairperson Kristi Prozialeck has submitted her resignation, 
effective December 29th, 2022 and that Vice-Chairperson, Katherine Hansen will be the new 
Chairperson.  Nelson entertained nominations for the new Vice-Chairperson.  Christensen 
volunteered to be the new Vice-Chairperson.   

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL at the hour of 5:30pm by Library Supervisor Cathy Nelson 

CONCERNED CITIZEN(S) IN THE AUDIENCE. None present.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• L. Pelkey motioned to approve the minutes for the November 1, 2022 Library

Board Meeting and was seconded by Christensen.  Motioned passed by a
vote of 3-0. (Yes:  Hansen, Christensen, and L. Pelkey)

D. Hansen arrived at 5:33pm after the motion.

THE MATTER OF DISCUSSING LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
STAFF REPORT:      
Book Club:  K. Hansen stated they have picked up a few more people.  They are still meeting on 
the 4th Thursday of each month at 6:30pm.  
Crafting Club:  A. Pelkey stated that Alley Bennett will be taking over the program.   
D & D:  K. Hansen stated the program is on hold currently and they are waiting for the next 
campaign. 

UNAPPROVED
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Game Night:  A. Pelkey stated the next program is Thursday, but they need a volunteer to run the 
program or change the time, so a Librarian can.  Currently it is from 6:30pm to 7:30pm on the 1st 
Thursday.  D. Hansen recommended the card game, “Throw Throw Burrito Game” for the next 
game night.   
Sowing Class:  Nelson stated the last program is scheduled for January 9th.  Spangler arrived at 
5:39pm and confirmed that was the last day for the program at this time.  
Storytime:  D. Hansen stated the last program was great success with about 20 patrons in 
attendance.  L. Pelkey suggested that next time, they reach out to local businesses, Java Joy, 
about donating the hot chocolate.   
Lego Club:  A. Pelkey stated it’s still small and that she needs to reach out to the School and hand 
out flyers.  She commented on the New Year’s Lego ball drop, that is currently on display in the 
Library.   
Karaoke Club:  A. Pelkey stated it’s currently on hold.   
Dance:  No new dance planned at this time.  
Computer Club:  Spangler stated it starts in January; however, she needs to speak with Kristi 
Prozialeck as she was the one who was going to run the program.  Spangler suggested volunteer, 
Kathy Sapp to run the program.   

Others:  

Student Cards: 
• Spangler stated she would like to offer free Library cards for school kids, that are

out of the City limits, but in our district and referred to Addendum 1 which listed
members of our consortium who participate in this program.

• D. Hansen asked what the Board would have to do to make this happen and
Nelson and Ross replied they would need to create a proposal, submit to Council
for approval and then make a policy change. Nelson suggested presenting at the
January 24th City Council meeting.

• D. Hansen asked what ages this would be for, and Spangler replied 5-18 years
old.  D. Hansen commented that she knows several families that would benefit
from this.  She suggested limiting the items to 10 per card and it will include Libby,
but no DVD rentals.

• Ross asked about how many students that would include.  Christensen to get that
information and forward to Nelson.

• Spangler commented that anyone over 12 can get their own card.  Younger kids
would need to have parents apply.

• D. Hansen asked about proof of enrollment.  Nelson suggested staff verifying with
the School District.

Tutoring:  
• Spangler stated they have had students coming in, even with the holidays.  She

noted that one of her tutors hasn’t been able to attend due to health issues.
Spangler suggested hiring an Independent Contractor.

• Nelson commented that if it was over, $600 per year, they would be required to fill
out a 1099 and would need to be an Independent Contractor and would have to
have contract in place with a business name.  Nelson stated we had worked out a
deal with the School to have the Honor Society tutor but have only had two
students participate.

Mid Valley STEM Hub:  
• L. Pelkey informed the Board of the Mid Valley STEM Hub which is a mobile tech

unit that visit libraries in Linn and Benton Counites that provide craft projects that are

UNAPPROVED
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technology related.  She stated it’s a free service for Pre-K and Elementary age 
children.  She asked the Board to visit their website at midvalleystem.org for more 
information.   

• D. Hansen suggested having it on a Friday instead of Storytime. She suggested
advertising and to reach out to the School District.

Misc.: 
• A. Pelkey suggested a care package for Prozialeck from the Library Board.
• A. Pelkey commented on an experience she had with a patron about the wording on

the late notices and how she was offended.  She suggested making them softer
instead of “matter of fact”. A. Pelkey also suggested sending electronic notices only
and not paper.  Ross suggested having a place on the application asking the patron
if they prefer paper or electronic notifications as not everyone has an email.

• Spangler did confirm that D & D is on hold currently and she is aware of interest for
an adult, all male program.

• Hansen reminded the board of the vacancy and if anyone knows of someone, to
please have them apply.

With no further discussion, the Library Board meeting adjourned at the hour of 6:13pm. 

UNAPPROVED
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Agenda Bill 
Harrisburg Library Board 

Harrisburg, Oregon

THE MATTER OF FILLING A LIBRARY BOARD VACANCY 

STAFF REPORT:   

   EXHIBIT A:  APPLICATON FOR ALEXANDRIA BENNETT 

ACTION: MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THAT 
THEY APPOINT ALEXANDRIA BENNETT TO THE LIBRARY BOARD WITH
THE TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2026.  

THIS AGENDA BILL IS DESTINED FOR: Regular Agenda March 7, 2023 

BUDGET IMPACT 

COST BUDGETED? SOURCE OF FUNDS 

NO N/A N/A 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Library Board recommend appointment of Alexandria 
Bennett to the City Council.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Former Library Board Chairperson, Kristi Prozialeck, resigned from the board December 
29th for personnel reasons. She was a great asset to the Board and the Library and she 
will be missed.  

The City has received one application from Alexandria Bennett (Exhibit A) for the open 

position.  Alexandria has been a volunteer for the Library since July 2022 and has been 

participating in programs.  She resides outside the City limits of Harrisburg, making her 

our second and final member allowed as per HMC 2.20.020(4).   

Alexandria has been invited to this meeting, however, she is unable to attend.  She will 

provide a statement to be read on her behalf at the meeting.   

The term for this vacancy expires on June 30, 2026. If recommended, the request will 

go before City Council for Mayor appointment on March 14, 2023.   

REVIEW AND APPROVAL: 

  02/24/2023 
Lori Ross    Date 
City Recorder 
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Agenda Bill 
Harrisburg Library Board 

Harrisburg, Oregon 

THE MATTER OF DISCUSSING LIBRARY PROGRAMS 

STAFF REPORT:  

No Exhibits 

ACTION:            FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

THIS AGENDA BILL IS DESTINED FOR: Regular Agenda – March 7, 2023 

BUDGET IMPACT 

COST BUDGETED? SOURCE OF FUNDS 

$? Yes Library Fund 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommend a discussion about present Library Programs and possible new programs 
in the future. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Staff recommends a discussion on how the above programs are doing in attendance and if there are 
any suggestions that could improve attendance and/or the program.    

Programs currently available: 

 Adult Book Club:  Review the status of this program.

 Crafting Club: This program is held every Thursday from 5pm to 7pm at the Municipal
Center.  The program was instructed by Board Member, Kristi Prozialeck, and all ages are
welcome to attend. Discuss moving forward with new instructor.

 Dungeons & Dragons (D & D):  This program is held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each
month from 4pm to 6pm at the Municipal Center. Program volunteers are Quinton Sheridan
and Sef Robin. Starting new campaign soon.

 Game Night:  This is a newer program and will be the 1st Thursday of each month from
6:30pm to 7:30pm. Plenty of games available for all ages.  Teen Game Night, discuss if this
is an ongoing program.

 Sewing Class:  Discuss program and if it is something to do again in the future.

 Story Time: Story time is held every Friday, from 10am to 11am in the Municipal Center.
The program is instructed by Board Member, Dez Hansen and Board Member, Lori Pelkey.
Librarians Amanda Pelkey assist. This program includes interaction between parent and child,
story time, crafts, and a lot of fun!

 Lego Club:  Lego Club is every Friday from 3pm-4pm, in the library, and is instructed by
Librarian Amanda Pelkey.  This program is designed to assist young children learn fine motor
skills, develop problem solving techniques while having some fun on the way!

 Computer Class: Discuss program and moving forward.

 Karaoke Club: Discuss program and next event.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL: 

 3/2/2023 
Cathy Nelson 
Library Supervisor 
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Agenda Bill 
Harrisburg Library Board 

Harrisburg, Oregon 

THE MATTER OF DISCUSSING PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE LIBRARY ACCESS TO 
STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF CITY LIMITS 

STAFF REPORT: 

                       Exhibit: Proposal for Review 

ACTION:        MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THAT HARRISBURG 
PUBLIC LIBRARY PROVIDE LIMITED ACCESS TO STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY 
LIMITS AT NO CHARGE 

THIS AGENDA BILL IS DESTINED FOR: Regular Agenda – March 7, 2023

BUDGET IMPACT 

COST BUDGETED? SOURCE OF FUNDS 

$? Yes Library Fund 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommend a discussion about proposal to provide library access to students outside 
of city limits. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Staff recommends a discussion about the attached proposal to provide library access to students 
outside of city limits at no cost. The Board discussed creating a proposal during the last meeting to 
approve and present to Harrisburg City Council for approval. Librarian Mandy Pelkey has created 
the attached proposal for review.    

If recommended, the request will go before City Council on March 28, 2023. 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL: 

 3/2/2023 
Cathy Nelson 
Library Supervisor 
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Proposal to Provide Library Access to 

Students Outside of City Limits. 
(Needs to be approved by the board to present to Council. To be discussed: The policy needs to be 

changed to reflect this moving forward and reflect change and fee rate increase.)

Harrisburg students who live outside of city limits do not have free access to 

the Harrisburg Public Library without paying out of pocket. This cost may be 

prohibitive for many. The library would love to provide a cost-free, limited 

access student card to promote literacy and equity for students within the 

Harrisburg school district. This will promote Harrisburg student’s sense of 

community engagement and may promote academic success.  

Implementation: By registering non-city resident students (including 

homeschool and private school) under the student category that is already 

within our operating system. Schoolchildren ages 5-18 would be given a 

limited access card giving them the use of Libby (a platform for audiobooks 

and e-books) and 10 checked out library items. This card would not include 

inter-library loans, DVD’s, Library of Things, or video games.   

One concern may be the lost revenue from out of City library card fees. 

Raising the cost of library cards to $30 will help offset this loss. It is already 

past time to raise library card fees with our addition of Libby. Also, if non-

residents are already choosing to not purchase a library card due to financial 

concerns, then ultimately there is no loss.  
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Another potential concern is that we might lose library materials that could be 

difficult to get back. Late fees would not be a concern, but lost or damaged 

items could be. To address this, if a student falls into bad library practices, 

their account can be blocked until issues are resolved.  

By implementing this new policy to expand our student demographic, the 

library would see an increase in use and create more of a presence in the 

community. Also, this is a chance to provide resources to Harrisburg’s 

underprivileged students. Referencing the book, Oregon by the Numbers 

2022 edition, child poverty levels within Linn County is 14.2%.  Also 31.6% of 

Linn County’s population is rural and 41% of Linn County households are in 

financial hardships.  

Implementing this new proposed policy change would also increase library 

volunteer opportunities, as new families start to use the library. Reaching Linn 

County’s rural residents within Harrisburg’s school district would provide more 

access to human resources. For example, there might be volunteers to help 

with programs like craft club, cooking club, or even teaching foreign 

languages to patrons. As we open our library to new patrons, imagine the 

possibilities!  

Thank you for your time and consideration of this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Pelkey & Edith Carter 

Harrisburg Librarians 
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