
 
 

This document is supplemented by agenda packet materials, meeting materials distributed and audio 
recordings of the meeting and may be reviewed upon request to the City Recorder. 

Harrisburg City Council/Planning Commission 
Special Meeting Minutes 

August 13, 2024 

City Council Members Present:  Mayor Robert Duncan, Presiding; Kim Downy; Robert Boese, 
Randy Klemm, Charlotte Thomas and Youth Advisor Taylor Tatum 
City Council Members Absent:  Council President Mike Caughey (Excused) and Cindy Knox 
(Excused)   
Planning Commissioners Present:  Vice-Chair Gordon Moritz; Joe Neely and Youth Advisor 
Nolan Malpass 
Planning Commissioners Absent:  Chairperson Todd Culver (Excused), Rhonda Giles (Excused), 
Kurt Kayner (Unexcused), Kent Wullenwaber (Excused), and Susan Jackson (Excused) 
Staff Present:  City Administrator Michele Eldridge, Public Works Director Chuck Scholz, Finance 
Officer/Deputy City Recorder Cathy Nelson and City Recorder/Municipal Court Clerk Lori Ross 

Meeting Location: Harrisburg Municipal Center Located at 354 Smith St 

Mayor Robert Duncan led the Pledge of Allegiance 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL by Mayor, Robert Duncan at the hour of 6:33pm 

CONCERNED CITIZEN(S) IN THE AUDIENCE:  All in attendance were there for items on the 
agenda.  

THE MATTER OF REVIEWING A REPORT FOR THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM PLAN 
SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS AS PROVIDED BY CONSULTANTS PARAMETRIX AND ODOT 
REPRESENTATIVE DAVID HELTON: Eldridge introduced Erin David with Parametrix and David 
Helton with ODOT.  David informed Council this Transportation System Plan (TSP) has been in the 
works for about one year.  She reviewed her slide presentation as shown in Addendum 1.  Some 
of the highlights included:   
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• This TSP is focused on enhancing safety and connectivity.  The final TSP will be
adopted and will include goals and objectives.

• Klemm pointed out page 4 of Addendum 1 and asked that farm equipment be included
with freight industry.

• Downey and Moritz both agree that speeding is an issue coming off the bridge.  Mayor
Duncan would like to see signage, warning of the reduced speed ahead when entering
Harrisburg.  Thomas would like to see a 30MPH sign before entering the bridge.
Scholz commented that the City previously asked for more signage and was denied by
ODOT.

• Neely asked about the amount of traffic coming from I-5.  Helton stated that information
would be picked up on a traffic count study and that hasn’t been looked at specifically.

• David reviewed page 23 and asked if Council agreed to an alternative to a roundabout
option as shown in Alternative 2.  The consensus from Council was Alt 2; install a
traffic signal.  Moritz was concerned about traffic backing up over the bridge and
thought two lights were needed.  David replied that this intersection does meet the TSP
terms and initial test requirements, but she can’t speak for ODOT.  David further
commented they have included in the TSP, speed limits, signage and pavement
delineation.

• Neely asked about having a bypass for traffic.  Helton replied that topic didn’t come up
in the study, however, the cost is astronomical.

• David referred to page 24; bicycle improvements and Helton commented that with a
major construction on Hwy 99, there is a legal requirement to supply bike lanes, and
the only exception is if you have an alternative route adopted.  The consensus from
Council was for Alt 2; develop parallel neighborhood greenways on 2nd St and/or
S 4th .

• David referred to page 26; crossing improvements, which will include a Rectangular
Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) on LaSalle St, as a short-term solution.  Downey
commented on the importance of adding one also on Smith St.

• Thomas inquired about R-8, on page 27.  Eldridge replied that would be a
consideration for a street improvement if an industrial business purchased the property
and developed, allowing an alternate route to Eagle Park. However, she thinks it’s
unlikely that the railroad would allow it.

• Dana Henry, of Whitledge Pl,  commented about R-5 on page 27, stating the extension
as shown would go through duplexes if extended straight through and R-4 would go
through driveways. David to look into.

• David referred to page 27; N 7th and Diamond Hill Rd and commented there was no
data gathered for this area, as they were informed about the concerns during their
study, but noted this is an intersection to keep on the radar.

• Mayor Duncan asked about Riley Way and N 6th St.  Scholz commented that the City
does not own any of the property and until it’s developed, doesn’t have any control for
developing a trough road.  Eldridge felt it would improve traffic flow and also provide
faster access for emergency vehicles.

• Mayor Duncan asked about paving Hwy 99.  Scholz stated it is not on the long term
ODOT list.  Helton added they have high expectations for their next street fund and
now is a good time to speak with our legislatures about advocating for improving the
highway.

• No further comments or concerns.
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The City Council/Planning Commission Special Meeting recessed at the hour of 8:10pm to 
prepare for the City Council Meeting.   

The City Council Meeting resumed at the hour of 8:16pm. 

THE MATTER OF FORMALLY ADOPTING INTERNAL POLICY NO. HIP 23-4.01, AND THE 
REVISED JOB DESCRIPTION FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR:  Eldridge stated that no 
changes have been made since last reviewed and adopting it will make it official.   
• Downey stated, for the record, that she stand behind what City Council has done and

feels they, and City Staff, did nothing wrong.
• Klemm motioned to formally approve Harrisburg Internal Policy (HIP) 23-

4.01 and the revised Job Description for the Public Works Director and
was seconded by Downey.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of
4-0. (Yes:  Klemm, Downey, Thomas and Boese.  Youth Advisor Taylor Tatum
also voted in favor.  No:  None.)

THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE CONSENT LIST:  No comments or concerns. 
• Downey motioned to approve the consent list and was seconded by Thomas.

The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4-0.  (Yes:  Downey, Thomas,
Klemm, and Boese.  Youth Advisor Taylor Tatum also voted in favor.  No:  None.)
A motion to approve the consent list approved the following:
• Minutes from the June 11, 2024 City Council Meeting
• The Payment Approval Report for June 2024

CITY ADMINISTRATOR VERBAL REPORT 

• Eldridge informed Council the permit for the South Water System is ready and the
North Water System has been submitted and is in plan review.  Once returned,
construction can begin. Scholz added we have received the water rights transfer from
Well No. 5 for Well No. 9.  Mayor Duncan asked what happens with Well No. 5 and
Scholz replied that Well No. 5 has limited rights which can be used for Eagle Park or
the Industrial Area, just not for drinking.

• Scholz informed Council that the S 6th Street Construction Project will not be completed
in time for School to start due to delays with the sub-contractors.

• The City-Wide Garage Sale is Saturday, August 17th.  Contact Jamie to be added to
the list.

• The City has received the Public Event Permit Application for the Pacific Northwest
Marathon to be held Saturday, September 21st.  Same route as last year, except for S
6th St.

• Eldridge and Scholz met with City Attorney Sean Kidd, and it was decided the City will
no longer wait while BNSF has dealings with their middleman.  Klemm asked about
having BNSF pay for our extra-legal expenses due to their continual delays. Kidd will
be attending a future meeting with an update.

• Eldridge also met with Republic Services (RS) who was under the impression the
termination was based on customer complaints.  Eldridge informed RS we were going
with another company that offers cheaper services for our residents.  RS will be
addressing Council about the termination at a future meeting.

• The 1st Fentanyl Forum (Addendum 2) will be Thursday night followed by the 2nd on
the 29th and is open to the community.

• Nelson informed Council there were 31 residents who paid the $5.00 fee for the City-
Wide Clean-up Event and that investment funds have gone up from 5.2% to 5.3%
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With no further business, the City Council Meeting adjourned at hour of 8:50pm. 

____________________ ____________________ 
Mayor  City Recorder 
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