
 
 

This document is supplemented by agenda packet materials, meeting materials distributed and audio 
recordings of the meeting and may be reviewed upon request to the City Recorder. 

Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
December 10, 2024 

Mayor: Robert Duncan, Presiding 
Council President: Mike Caughey, Present 
Councilors Present: Kimberly Downey, Randy Klemm, Charlotte Thomas and Cindy Knox 
Councilors Absent:  Robert Boese (Excused) and Youth Advisor Taylor Tatum (Excused)   
Staff Present:        City Administrator Michele Eldridge, Public Works Director Chuck 

  Scholz, Finance Director/Deputy City Recorder Cathy Nelson and 
  City Recorder/Municipal Court Administrator Lori Ross 

Meeting Location: Harrisburg Municipal Center Located at 354 Smith St 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Robert Duncan 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL by Mayor, Robert Duncan at the hour of 6:37pm 

CONCERNED CITIZEN(S) IN THE AUDIENCE. All in attendance were there for items on the 
agenda. 

Mayor Duncan took a moment to acknowledge Councilor Robert Boese, who is not present this 
evening due to work and wanted to thank him publicly for so many years of service to Harrisburg 
and in so many ways besides being on City Council.   

Mayor Duncan also congratulated Dana Henry on becoming the newly elected City Council member 
effective January 2025.    

Item No. 1 on the Agenda was skipped as we waited for the arrival of Sergeant Frambes, who was 
delayed at another meeting.    

THE MATTER OF APPROVING RESOLUTION NO. 1298 IN ORDER TO ACCEPT THE 
CANVASS OF ELECTION VOTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024, GENERAL ELECTION:  
Ross informed Council that the Official Election Results were received today; therefore, Exhibit C, 
Resolution No. 1298 and Exhibit D, the 2025 General Election Abstract have been handed out this 
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evening and will be included in the minutes as Addendum 1.  Ross stated that due to having a 
write-in candidate being elected, she has included, with Resolution No. 1298,  as Exhibit A; the 
2024 General Election Results Abstract and Exhibit B, the Final and Official Write-In Tally.  The 
write-in tally shows resident Dana Henry received the most votes for a total of 256. 
• No comments or concerns.

• Caughey motioned to approve Resolution No. 1298,  “A RESOLUTION
ACCEPTING THE CANVASS OF ELECTION VOTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 5,
2024, GENERAL ELECTION FOR HARRISBURG CITY COUNCIL POSITIONS
(THE MAYOR AND 3 COUNCIL POSITIONS)” and was seconded by Downey.
The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 5-0.  (Yes:  Caughey, Downey,
Klemm, Thomas and Knox.  No:  None.)

THE MATTER OF HOLDING A PUBLIC HEARING TO ADOPT THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
OPERATING PLAN FOR 2025-2029 

Mayor Duncan opened up the Public Hearing at the hour of 6:45pm. 

• Eldridge stated the Building Department Operating Plan is adopted every four years.
She noted it’s similar to the previous plan. Building Inspector, Jason Johannesen,
suggested changing the plan review period from 7 days to 10 days, but Eldridge noted
that 7 days will still be her goal.

With no testimony provided, the Public Hearing closed at the hour of 6:46pm 

No comments or concerns. 
• Thomas motioned to adopt the Building Department Program Operating Plan

for  2025-2029 and was seconded by Caughey.   The motion passed
unanimously by a vote of 5-0.  (Yes:  Thomas, Caughey, Downey, Klemm and
Knox.  No:  None.)

THE MATTER OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN A LEASE FOR 
FARMING ON CITY PROPERTY:  Eldridge reviewed the staff report noting that Kurt Kayner has 
farmed the property since 2013.  A few of the changes include:   

• The annual rent for the property increased $1.00 per acre for a total amount
due of $6,480 for 48 acres due by September 1st of each year.

• The soil preparation detail was removed.  Kayner can now just provide the City
with a copy of any soil analysis reports he has done.

• Thomas asked if we were telling Kayner what he could and could not grow.  Eldridge
replied that the City is not, however, Kayner would need to inform the City of what he is
growing.

• Thomas motioned to authorize the City Administrator to sign the Farmer’s
Lease and was seconded by Klemm.  The motion passed unanimously by
a vote of 5-0.  (Yes:  Thomas, Klemm, Caughey, Downey and Knox.  No:
None.)

THE MATTER OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN A SERVICES 
AGREEMENT WITH PALEOWEST, LLC DBA CHRONICLE HERITAGE FOR CULTURAL 
SURVEY SERVICES FOR EAGLE PARK:   Eldridge reviewed the staff report and referred to 
Addendum 2, an updated service agreement.  Section 5, Third Party Services and Cost has been 
removed and won’t allow sub-contractors.  In Section 9, Choice of Law and Forum; Attorney Fees; 
any reference to Arizona was changed to Oregon and the jurisdiction was changed to Linn County. 
Some other highlights of the report included:  
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• The survey must be completed before the recreational Trail Program Grant (RTP) can
proceed.

• To keep the cost down, this survey will only cover sections of the park that are
currently planned for development which include trails, restroom pits, boat ramp and
docks.

• The cost of $24,693.72 could change if they were to discover something.
• Knox asked if they were able to complete the project in 2–10-hour days.  Eldridge

replied yes, due to most of the survey being conducted visually.
• Resident, Dana Henry asked if we were able to use the grant funds to get reimbursed

for this expense.  Eldridge replied she believes they do have some funds to cover a
portion of the expense, but nothing’s confirmed until we can proceed with the grant.

• Downey asked if this was budgeted for.  Nelson replied yes and that the City knew this
was a condition of the grant.

• Eldridge informed Council that the grant, if awarded, is $150,000.  Eldridge stated the
large government grant that she will be applying for in April, might allow reimbursement
for previous expenses including the study and possibly our last payment to Knife River
for the purchase of the property.
• Klemm motioned to authorize the City Administrator to sign the services

agreement with Chronicle Heritage for cultural resource survey work in Eagle
Park and was seconded by Caughey.  The motion passed unanimously by a
vote of 5-0.  (Yes:  Klemm, Caughey, Downey, Thomas and Knox.  No:  None.)

THE MATTER OF MAKING PLANS FOR CITY DAY AT THE CAPITOL: Eldridge reminded 
Council that City Day at the Capital is being held on January 28th and to please let her know if you 
would like to attend.  The cost is $60 and will be covered by the City or scholarship. At this time, 
Downey will be attending. Thomas will try to attend and Klemm stated he will be out of town that 
day.    

THE MATTER OF APPOINTING RHONDA GILES TO THE PLANNING  
COMMISSION FOR A TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2028: No comments or concerns. 

• Thomas motioned to appoint Rhonda Giles to the Planning Commission for a
term ending December 31, 2028 and was seconded by Klemm.  The motion
passed unanimously by a vote of 5-0.  (Yes:  Thomas, Klemm, Caughey,
Downey, and Knox.  No:  None.)

THE MATTER OF THE MAYOR APPOINTING BUDGET COMMITTEE MEMBER JANA JENKINS 
TO A TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2027:  No comments or concerns.   

• Mayor Duncan appointed Jana Jenkins to serve on the Budget Committee for a
term ending December 31, 2027.

THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE CONSENT LIST:  No comments or concerns.  
• Klemm motioned to approve the consent list and was seconded by Downey.

The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 5-0.  (Yes:  Klemm, Downey,
Caughey, Thomas and Knox.  No:  None.)  A motion to approve the consent list
will approve the following:

• Minutes from the October 22, 2024 City Council Meeting
• The Payment Approval Report for November 2024

THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR VERBAL REPORT: 
• Republic Services (RS) asked to speak with Council in January or February.  RS

informed Eldridge there would be no rate increase this next year.  Eldridge did receive
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from RS information on how many accounts and units (containers) there are in 
Harrisburg.  That information has been given to Gary at Junction City for their Capital 
Improvement Plan.   

• Harrisburg will be participating with Linn County for the Natural Hazard Mitigation
Program (NHMP). Linn County receives a grant and puts the information together then
submits to FEMA for approval. Once approved by FEMA, it will come to Council for
review and approval.  Staff will be sending out public notices allowing citizens the
opportunity for involvement. There is a section that has been added to the plan that
talks about ways to mitigate the bank erosion on the Willamette River and grants for
the planning work to be done.

• Reminder the Strategic Plan will be coming to Council in January.
• Planning Commission spoke about reviewing skinny streets again due to the

construction of Sommerville Meadows.  Currently our code allows a minimum of 29
feet.  Scholz and Eldridge to review what kind of table they would prefer to have.
Eldridge is hoping to get back some of the footage the City had to give up years ago.

• Eldridge was contacted by FEMA-PICM confirming the City will be doing a permit-by-
permit basis for property’s affected.  The City will be making ordinance changes as
recommended by our Attorney and will be adopting at our February meeting.

• SMAC is working on changing matching grant requirements for smaller cities and is
currently getting ready for the long session.

• Eldridge will be taking some time off for personal reasons.

THE MATTER OF MEETING WITH A MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE FROM LCSO IF ONE IS 
AVAILABLE:  Sergeant Frambes arrived at the hour of 7:34pm and reviewed the LCSO Report for 
the months of October and November 2024.  Some of those highlights included:   
• Harrisburg Pharmacy was broken into in October and in November.  In October, they

used a glass cutting tool to create a circle and enter.  In November, they broke through
the wall of an adjoining business, breaking the waterline.  The case has been handed
over to the FBI and the DEA due to drugs being involved.  They believe they have a
suspect whose vehicle is registered in California.  This particular suspect is also a
person of interest in several other pharmacy break-ins in Philomath, Corvallis and
surrounding areas.

• In October, a juvenile received burns at the homecoming bonfire, which happened after
the event hours.

• In November, a fatal vehicle crash occurred on Peoria Rd next to Life Bible Church,
claiming the life of a local 22-year-old male.

• LCSO performed Code Enforcement on abandoned vehicles and towed one vehicle
that had been illegally parked for years.

• Downey commented on a person in her neighborhood that was sleeping in his vehicle.
Sergeant Frambes suggested calling dispatch in the future to investigate.

OTHER ITEMS:  None. 

With no further business, the City Council Business Meeting adjourned at the hour of 
8:05pm.   

____________________ ____________________ 
Mayor  City Recorder 



RESOLUTION NO. 1298 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE CANVASS OF ELECTION VOTES FROM THE 
NOVEMBER 5, 2024, GENERAL ELECTION FOR HARRISBURG CITY COUNCIL 
POSITIONS (THE MAYOR AND THREE COUNCIL POSITIONS) 

WHEREAS, at a General Election held in the State of Oregon, County of Linn, in the City 
of Harrisburg on November 5, 2024, the candidates for office of Mayor, and three City Council 
positions, were submitted to the voters; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Harrisburg has received the certified abstract of election results 
from the Linn County Elections Clerk on December 10, 2024.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the attached Canvass of Election Votes for the 
City of Harrisburg for Mayor, three Council Positions are attached hereto as Exhibit A and the 
Final & Official Write-In Tally as Exhibit B and by these references incorporated herein, be 
accepted as the final election results.  

Section 1: The votes cast by the electors of the City of Harrisburg for one Mayor Position, and 
three Council Positions at the general election of November 5, 2024, are hereby found, 
determined, and declared to be as follows: 

Mayor (Vote for One) Total Votes: 1321 
Robert (Bobby) Duncan 1236 93.57% 
Miscellaneous write-ins   85   6.43% 

City Council Members at-Large (Vote for Three) Total Votes: 2297 
Randy Klemm 1006 43.80% 
Mike Caughey   867   37.74% 
Write-In  412 17.94% 
Write-In   11   .48% 

  Write-In   1   .04% 

Section 2.  Pursuant to City of Harrisburg City Charter Chapter VI Elections, Section 29 
Canvass of Returns, and to the foregoing election results, certified to by the Linn County 
Elections Clerk, and canvassed and ratified by the City Council by this resolution, it is hereby 
found, determined, and declared that the following are the official results of the General Election 
held on November 5, 2024.  

MAYOR Robert (Bobby) Duncan 

COUNCIL MEMBERS AT LARGE Mike Caughey 
Randy Klemm 
Dana Henry 

Section 3:  The City Recorder and Elections Clerk is hereby directed to issue certificates of 
election to the persons declared elected in Section 2 after the effective date of this resolution. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Harrisburg, Oregon, and made effective the 
11th day of December 2024. 

____________________ ____________________ 
Mayor  City Recorder
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