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City Council Special Meeting Minutes 
February 01, 2024 

Mayor: Robert Duncan, Presiding 
Council President: Mike Caughey, Present 
Councilors Present: Kimberly Downey, Randy Klemm and Charlotte Thomas 
Councilors Absent:  Robert Boese (Excused) and Cindy Knox (Excused)      
Staff Present:       City Administrator Michele Eldridge, Finance Officer/Deputy City 

Recorder Cathy Nelson, and City Recorder/Municipal Court Clerk Lori 
Ross 

Meeting Location: Harrisburg Municipal Center Located at 354 Smith St 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL by Mayor, Robert Duncan at the hour of 6:31pm 

CONCERNED CITIZEN(S) IN THE AUDIENCE. None present 

THE MATTER OF ALLOWING A CORRECTION TO THE HARRISBURG DEVELOPMENT CODE 
BY APPROVING ORDINANCE NO. 1002, “AN ORDINANCE CORRECTING HARRISBURG 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLES 18 AND 19 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY BY SHORTENING 
THE NORMAL 30-DAY PERIOD”:  Eldridge reviewed the changes made to both HMC Chapter 18 
and 19.  Some of the highlights included:   

• On page 24 of the agenda, changing gross density to net density so it matches the
Comprehensive Plan.

• On page 33, allowing townhomes in R1 zones if being used as a Special Use and
to be consistent with HMC 18.45.030.

• On page 35, changes were made to lot widths to provide clarity to the code and to
be consistent with HB2001.

• On page 65, changes made to match standard requirements for the state.
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• On page 69, HMC 18.85 states developers must meet the provisions of our Master
Plans.  An option was left here so the City could ask for an impact study if needed.

• Thomas inquired if the new subdivision was limited to the number of homes and
Eldridge commented that it made it easier for them to meet the density requirements.

• Klemm suggested updating our website or advertising that the City is working on our
Municipal Code to match our Master Plan and has made the change to reflect net
acreage requirements instead of gross acreage.
• Klemm motioned to approve the correction of HMC Title 18 and 19 by

approving Ordinance No. 1002, “AN ORDINANCE CORRECTING
HARRISBURG MUNICIPAL CODE TITLES 18 AND 19 AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY BY SHORTENING THE NORMAL 30-DAY PERIOD” and was
seconded by Caughey.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4-0.
(Yes:  Caughey, Downey, Klemm and Thomas.  No:  None.)

The City Council Business Meeting recessed at the hour of 6:49pm to begin the Executive 
Session.   

THE MATTER OF INTERVIEWING ATTORNEYS TO FILL THE OPENING FOR A CITY 
ATTORNEY AND/OR A PROSECUTING ATTORNEY IN AN EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER ORS 
192.660(1)(2)(A) “TO CONSIDER THE EMPLOYMENT OF A PUBLIC OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, 
STAFF MEMBER OR INDIVIDUAL AGENT”.  

The City Council exited the Executive Session at the hour of 9:15pm. 

The City Council Business Meeting resumed at the hour of 9:21pm to discuss the outcome 
of tonight’s interviews. 

• Caughey thinks Sean Kidd is qualified and has a good reputation.  Caughey is
comfortable with Kidd as our City Attorney but prefers to keep Catherine Pratt as the
Prosecuting Attorney.

• Mayor Duncan likes having one attorney for both services but commented on how
professional Pratt is in court. Mayor Duncan commented that the City is in a win-win
situation with either candidate.

• Klemm agreed with Mayor Duncan but prefers Kidd offering both services.
• Thomas appreciates the good job Pratt has done for the city but agrees with Klemm.
• Mayor Duncan asked how long the commitment was going to be for and Eldridge

responded typically two to three years for both services, but this can be decided later.
• Downey motioned to hire Sean Kidd as our City Attorney and was seconded

by Caughey.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4-0.  (Yes:
Caughey, Downey, Klemm and Thomas.  No:  None.)

• Thomas motioned to offer Sean Kidd the City Prosecuting Position with the
City of Harrisburg depending upon background checks, and to enter into
contract negotiations and was seconded by Klemm.  The motion passed by a
vote of 3-1.  (Yes:  Thomas, Klemm, and Downey.  No:  Caughey.)

Others:  

• Eldridge referred to Addendum 1, the February 2024 Newsletter, and the Local
Business Advertisement.

• Eldridge informed Council our new employee at City Hall starts February 9th.
• Nelson informed Council the short-term fund has increased from 5% to 5.2%.
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With no further business, the City Council Special Meeting adjourned at the hour of 9:55pm.  

____________________ ____________________ 
Mayor  City Recorder 
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