
 

CITY OF GUSTAVUS 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING REVISED 

AGENDA 
Monday, December 07, 2020 at 6:30 PM 

via Zoom 

COUNCIL MEMBERS CITY HALL 
Mayor Brittney Cannamore City Administrator - Tom Williams Ph.D. 

Vice Mayor Joe Vanderzanden City Clerk, CMC - Karen Platt 

Council Members: Joe Clark, Tania Lewis,  City Treasurer - Phoebe Vanselow 

Mike Taylor, Shelley Owens, John Buchheit Phone: 907-697-2451|clerk@gustavus-ak.gov 

AGENDA 

VIRTUAL MEETING INFORMATION: 

                     Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86549470224?pwd=anpoR1o2S3JFemhBc
kxTbjI1R2s3Zz09 

ID:  865 4947 0224  Passcode:  530131    Phone Number: 1 253 215 8782  

ROLL CALL 

Reading of the City of Gustavus Vision Statement 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MAYORS REQUEST FOR CHANGES  

COMMITTEE / STAFF REPORTS  

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

CONSENT AGENDA 

ORDINANCE FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. CY20-24 A Resolution by the City of Gustavus Encouraging People in the City of 
Gustavus to Continue COVID-19 Prevention Efforts for Keeping the Virus Out.  

2. CY20-25 A Resolution by the City of Gustavus Declaring a Local Disaster and 
Requesting Assistance from the State of Alaska 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS 

CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

POSTED ON: December 3, 2020 at P.O, Library, City Hall & https://cms.gustavus-ak.gov/ 
 

ADA NOTICE 
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Any person with a disability who requires accommodations in order to participate in this 
meeting should telephone the City Clerk’s office at (907) 697-2451, at least 48 hours prior to 
the meeting in order to make a request for a disability related modification or accommodation. 

VISION STATEMENT 

We envision a distinctive community: 

 That prospers while and by protecting its natural resources; 

 With a sustainable economy and infrastructure that assures public health and safety 
while promoting personal development and initiative; and  

 Where all members take social responsibility and actively participate in decision making 
affecting growth, development, regulation and enforcement; and 

 In which people retain a closeness with and caring for each other individually and 
collectively while working together to accomplish community goals and preserve 
community traditions. 
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CITY OF GUSTAVUS 

RESOLUTION CY20-24 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF GUSTAVUS ENCOURAGING PEOPLE IN THE CITY OF 

GUSTAVUS TO CONTINUE COVID-19 PREVENTION EFFORTS FOR KEEPING VIRUS OUT 

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has generated a public health emergency that threatens 

to overwhelm our health care system and endangers the lives and the wellbeing of the citizens 

and economy of Gustavus; and 

 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Gustavus have made valiant efforts in taking personal prevention 

actions, which have kept the COVID-19 cases low in Gustavus and have prevented spread 

within Gustavus; and 

 

WHEREAS, citizens’ personal and business prevention actions and the City’s mitigation efforts 

enabled a limited 2020 summer business season and the opening of the Gustavus School for 

the 2020-21 school year for in-class sessions; and 

 

WHEREAS, these efforts notwithstanding, new cases of COVID-19 Statewide and related 

fatalities have risen sharply in recent weeks, placing the entire State of Alaska into a High-

Risk category; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 6, 2020 Governor Dunleavy announced a 30-day Declaration of 

Public Health Disaster Emergency (“disaster declaration”) in response to the COVID-19 

outbreak. The declaration went into effect on 12:01 a.m. on November 16, 2020 and will expire 

on 11:59 p.m. on December 15, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 9, 2020 the Gustavus City Council passed Resolution CY20-23 

declaring a second local emergency in response to COVID-19 and a request for State and 

Federal assistance; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2020, Governor Dunleavy posted new State Health Orders 

affecting intrastate travel, interstate and international travel, and critical infrastructure; and 

 

WHEREAS, for the Gustavus School to remain open and for Gustavus to enable a successful 

2021 summer businesses season, all citizens of Gustavus and visitors will need to continue to 

comply with applicable state health orders and take all possible personal prevention actions 

provided by state health officials to contain the virus and prevent spread into our community; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the first line of defense against virus spread into Gustavus is to prevent it from 

arriving in travelers; and  

 

WHEREAS, it must be acknowledged that travel out of and/or into Gustavus is sometimes a 

clear necessity, i.e. essential, such as for medical attention, childcare provisions, employment, 

or critical infrastructure attention; and 
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WHEREAS, the Governor’s emergency declaration and health orders provide for the City of 

Gustavus, with its limited health care facilities and staffing, to enact more stringent mitigating 

measures if existing measures and community voluntary efforts fail to prevent spread into the 

Gustavus community. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The City of Gustavus hereby strongly encourages 

Gustavus residents to redouble their voluntary efforts as follows: 

 

Section 1.  All Gustavus residents should curtail non-essential travel out of Gustavus and 

back in while this resolution is in effect.  Travel by non-residents for non-essential purposes 

into Gustavus is discouraged during this time.   

 

Section 2.  Wherever possible, residents should purchase goods and services locally or 

remotely for delivery to them in Gustavus rather than travelling outside to shop.  

 

Section 3.  All persons traveling to and from Gustavus should utilize the COVID-19 Point of 

Entry testing available at the Juneau Airport and the Gustavus Fire Department, when 

traveling either out of, or within, the State of Alaska. 

 

Section 4.  All persons travelling into Gustavus after traveling (both in-state and out-of-state) 

should self-quarantine upon arrival in Gustavus until the result of their first test is received.  

Self-quarantining means staying at home by yourself and not mixing with others until your 

negative test on returning indicates you likely haven’t been exposed to the virus while outside 

of Gustavus. 

 

Section 5.  All persons travelling into Gustavus should take a second test (5-7 days after the 

first test) and continue strict social distancing until the result of their second test is received. 

Strict social distancing does not mean quarantine, but the need to take more precautions than 

the usual COVID safety advice until you are confident you cannot expose others to COVID-19. 

 

Section 6.  All persons, regardless of whether they have travelled, should wear masks or cloth 

face coverings over their nose and mouth when they are indoors in public settings or 

communal spaces outside the home, or outdoors where social distancing of at least six feet 

cannot be maintained. 

 

Section 7.  All persons should avoid large gatherings, reduce interactions with non-household 

members especially indoors, keep six feet distance from anyone not in your household, and 

wash hands frequently. All persons that have COVID-19, cold-like or flu-like symptoms must 

isolate, contact a health care provider, and get tested as soon as possible in accordance with 

State Health directives. 

 

Section 8.  Businesses should accommodate and encourage reduced interactions through 

curbside pickup or delivery services.  

 

Section 9.  All critical infrastructure travelers should comply with the requirements of the 

Governor’s Health Order 5 Critical Infrastructure as if Gustavus were not on the Alaska road 

system or Marine Highway and provide a letter with instructions to the City of Gustavus and 

the Point of Entry Airport Screeners with the following: 
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a. Confirm that the travelers are following the employer’s Community Workforce 

Protective Plan on file with the State, including testing and/or self-quarantine 

provisions.  

b. Explain how employees will travel to their job site in accordance with the 

employer’s Community Workforce Protective Plan. 

c. Confirm that the employees will be following all the State mandates and orders, 

and Gustavus local resolutions. 

 

Section 10.  Since this is a resolution, without the effect of law, the City intends not to take 

enforcement action. Rather, citizens are respectfully requested to comply with this resolution 

for the health of themselves, their families, and their community. Additionally, failure to 

comply with this resolution does not create grounds for harassing another person who does 

not comply with this resolution.  Please respect and support everyone in Gustavus. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND DURATION. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon 

adoption. A public services announcement shall be widely distributed providing public notice 

of the encouragements in this resolution. This resolution shall remain in effect until COVID-19 

is no longer declared a state or federal emergency, or until modified or terminated by the 

Gustavus City Council. 

 

PASSED and APPROVED by the Gustavus City Council this ___ day of December 2020, and 

effective upon adoption. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Brittney Cannamore, Mayor 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Attest: Karen Platt CMC, City Clerk 
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  City of Gustavus, Alaska 
 Resolution CY20-25 

 

CITY OF GUSTAVUS, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION CY20-25 

 
A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF GUSTAVUS DECLARING A LOCAL DISASTER AND 

REQUESTING ASSISTANCE FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 
WHEREAS, commencing on December 1, 2020, the City of Gustavus, Alaska sustained severe 
losses and threats to life and property from strong winds and higher-than-normal storm 
surges that caused widespread flooding of the entire city and severe damage or destruction of 
the city’s power plant and transmission lines, sewer and water collection facilities, and 
transportation infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Gustavus is a political subdivision that has jurisdictional boundaries 
outside of a recognized borough; and  
 
WHEREAS, the following conditions exist as a result of the disaster emergency: widespread 
flooding within the city area resulting in inundation of, and severe damage to, multiple homes 
and businesses, requiring evacuation and sheltering of the residents; severe damage to 
multiple local businesses and public buildings; severe damage to personal and real property 
and subsistence equipment; deposition of vegetation and building debris on major roads 
requiring debris removal; loss of electrical power citywide, which required temporary repair 
and future permanent repairs; reduced capability of individual water and sewer utility, which 
will require professional inspection and permanent repairs; washouts along multiple major 
roads and significant loss of embankment along the Salmon River, Good River, and the north 
side of the airport runway, requiring emergency protective measures to be taken; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the severity and magnitude of the emergency is beyond the timely and effective 
response capability of local resources; and there are insufficient regularly appropriated funds 
to cover these expenses; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, be it resolved that the Gustavus City Council does 
declare a disaster emergency per AS 26.23.140 to exist in the City of Gustavus.  
 
FURTHERMORE, it is requested that the governor of the State of Alaska declare a disaster 
emergency to exist as described in AS 26.23 and provide disaster assistance to the City of 
Gustavus in its response and recovery from this event. The City specifically requests individual 
disaster relief for multiple homeowners with flooded homes and damaged personal, real, and 
subsistence property, public disaster assistance for emergency protective measures, temporary 
and permanent repairs to the homeowners sewer and water, and city transportation 
infrastructure, with technical assistance and funding to evaluate the damage to, and perform 
needed repairs to, the city infrastructure.  
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Gustavus City Council this __th day of December 2020, and 
effective upon adoption. 
 
 
_______________________________________   _______________________________________ 
 
Brittney Cannamore, Mayor    Attest: Karen Platt CMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF GUSTAVUS, ALASKA  

RESOLUTION CY20-25 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF GUSTAVUS DECLARING A LOCAL DISASTER AND 

REQUESTING ASSISTANCE FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA 

 

WHEREAS, commencing on December 1, 2020, the City of Gustavus, Alaska sustained severe 

losses and threats to life and property from strong winds and higher-than-normal storm 

surges that caused widespread flooding of the entire city and severe damage or destruction of 

the city’s power plant and transmission lines, sewer and water collection facilities, and 

transportation infrastructure; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Gustavus is a political subdivision that has jurisdictional boundaries 

outside of a recognized borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, the following conditions exist as a result of the disaster emergency: widespread 

flooding within the city area resulting in inundation of, and damage to, multiple homes and 

businesses, requiring evacuation and sheltering of the residents; severe damage to personal 

and real property and subsistence equipment; widespread damage to City-maintained gravel 

roads and ditch systems due to scouring or washouts from flood waters, requiring 

reconstruction and repair; deposition of vegetation and building debris on major roads 

requiring debris removal; loss of electrical power in areas of the city due to flooded 

transformers, which required temporary repair and future permanent repairs or relocation of 

transformers; potential damage to residential and business wells and septic systems, which 

will require professional inspection and permanent repairs; significant loss of embankment 

along the Salmon River at City Hall, which has restricted access and parking; and potential 

damage to the Salmon River Bridge may require emergency protective measures to be taken; 

potential pollution of surface water and soils from spilled fuel from tanks disturbed by the 

flooding requiring inspection, testing, and possible remediation, and, 

 

WHEREAS, the severity and magnitude of the emergency is beyond the timely and effective 

response capability of local resources; and there are insufficient regularly appropriated funds 

to cover these expenses; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, be it resolved that the Gustavus City Council does 

declare a disaster emergency per AS 26.23.140 to exist in the City of Gustavus. 

 

FURTHERMORE, it is requested that the governor of the State of Alaska declare a disaster 

emergency to exist as described in AS 26.23 and provide disaster assistance to the City of 

Gustavus in its response and recovery from this event. The City specifically requests individual 

disaster relief for multiple homeowners with flooded homes and damaged personal, real, and 

subsistence property, public disaster assistance for emergency protective measures, temporary 

and permanent repairs to the homeowners sewer and water, and city transportation 

infrastructure, with technical assistance and funding to evaluate the damage to, and perform 

needed repairs to, the city infrastructure.  
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PASSED and APPROVED by the Gustavus City Council this __th day of December 2020, and 

effective upon adoption.  

 

 

 

_______________________________________    

Brittney Cannamore, Mayor     

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Attest: Karen Platt CMC, City Clerk 
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