
 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, April 13, 2026 at 6:30 PM  

 Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Conference Room, 
20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

 

 (313) 343-2440  

PUBLIC INVITED: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC ACT 267 OF 1976 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT), ALL 
MEMBERS OF THE GROUP LISTED ABOVE, AS WELL AS THE GENERAL PUBLIC, ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
THIS MEETING. 

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Finance Committee 03/31/25 

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Review FY 2025-2026 Budget to Actual 

B. FY 2026-2027 Water/Sewer Rates - Verbal Update  

C. Review Proposed FYE 2027 Construction Projects (Updated 04/10/26) 

D. Review Proposed FY 2026-2027 Budget (*Please refer to the FY 2026-2027 Budget Book) 

5. NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

We welcome comments from residents.  If you wish to speak, please state your name and 
address.  You will have a maximum of three (3) minutes to address the City Council.  City Council 
members will listen to your concerns, but will not answer questions.  If you have a question or 
need additional information, we will be happy to direct you to the appropriate person after the 
meeting.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

6. IMMEDIATE CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT) 
POSTED AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS 

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
individuals with disabilities.  All such requests must be made at least five days prior to a 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Grosse 
Pointe Woods by writing or call the City Clerk’s office, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 
48236  (313) 343-2440 or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 313 343-9249 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
03-31-25 

 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2025, IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE 
ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA DRIVE, GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS, MICHIGAN. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Chair McConaghy. 
 
In attendance: Chairman McConaghy  
   Members:  Bryant, Koester 
Absent:  None 
 
Also present:  Assistant City Administrator Como 
   Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 
   City Clerk Antolin 

Director of Public Services Kowalski 
   City Engineer Kyle Seidel 
 
 
Motion by Bryant, seconded by Koester, that the meeting minutes dated March 18, 2024, 
be approved as submitted. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Bryant, Koester, McConaghy  
No:  None 
Absent: None 
 
 
Motion by Koester, seconded by Bryant, that all items on tonight’s agenda be received, 
placed on file, and taken in order of appearance except for Item 5 – New Business, which 
will be moved ahead of item 4 – Discussion Items and Public Comment will remain in its 
current location. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Bryant, Koester, McConaghy  
No:  None 
Absent: None 
 
 
Under New Business, the following individual was heard: 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
03-31-25 

 
 City Engineer Seidel provided an overview of the FY 2026 Water and Sanitary 

Sewer Rates as presented on their documents dated March 24, 2025. 
 
Mr. Seidel discussed the pass-through costs that will have an impact on the city’s 
proposed water and sanitary sewer rates as follows: 

 Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) Water rates, 4.7% Increase 
 Southeast Macomb Sanitary District (SEMSD), 8.3% Increase 
 Water Sales Projection, 2.3% Decrease 

 
Two Options were presented for consideration: 

 Option 1: No Change to rates – The result of this option would produce a deficit 
of $1,700,000.  This option would have a major impact on the cash reserves and 
would require a large rate increase next year that would likely exceed 11%. 

 

 Option 2: Increase to Commodity Rates by 8.7% - This option seeks to pass on 
the GLWA and SEMSD rate increases and considers the 2.3% reduction in water 
sales.  The result would produce a deficit of $1,045,000.  Although this option 
would have an impact on the cash reserves, future increases are estimated to be 
less than 3%. 

 
The last increases to the city’s water and sanitary rates occurred on July 1, 2017, for 
fiscal year 2018.  Since this same period, GLWA has passed on a cumulative rate increase 
of 20.5% for water and 11.8% for sanitary sewer to its customers.  In comparison, 
proposed Option 2 seeks an 8.7% rate increase. 
 

Discussion ensued regarding water meters, the water tower and water usage in general.   
City Engineer Seidel answered questions from the Committee.  Based on the proposed 
city budget, the increase pass-through cost from GLWA and SEMSD and the projected 
decrease in water sales, the City Engineers recommend that City Council adopt Option 2.  
If adopted, the typical residential user would incur a monthly increase of $5.94 in FY2026. 
  
 
Motion by Bryant, seconded by Koester, to receive and place on file the documents 
pertaining to the FY 2026 Water and Sanitary Sewer Rates dated March 24, 2025 
submitted by City Engineer Seidel. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Bryant, Koester, McConaghy  
No:  None 
Absent: None 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
03-31-25 

 
Motion by Bryant, seconded by Koester, that the Finance Committee recommend to the 
Committee-of-the-Whole and City Council the adoption of Option 2: Increase to only the 
Commodity Rates by 8.7% and not the fixed fees. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Bryant, Koester, McConaghy  
No:  None 
Absent: None 
 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the impact of other local communities to the water 
and sewer system, including the City of Grosse Pointe Farms utilizing a split system. 
 
 
The next item discussed was the review of the FY 2024-2025 Budget to Actual and 
the Proposed FY 2025-2026 Budget. 
 
Chair McConaghy requested an overview of what is different from last year and what are 
the concerns for the upcoming year. 
 
Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt, provided an overview of the General Fund Balance 
Analysis for FY 2024-2025. He stated the Total Budgeted Revenue for FY 2024-2025 was 
$16,512,068 and a Total Budgeted Expense of $18,005,855 leaving a deficit of 
$1,493,787.  As of 03/31/25, the Total Estimated Revenue for FY 2024-2025 was 
$16,530,240 and the Total Estimated Expense was $17,321,095 with a deficit of 
$790,855.  The General Fund Balance, as of 06/30/24, was $7,632,185 less the estimate 
reduction of Fund Balance of FY 2024-2025 leaves an estimated Fund Balance of 
$6,841,330 or 39%. 
 
The FY 2025-2026 proposed budget is expected to have a deficit of $1,102,969.  Based 
on the budget, the estimated Fund Balance at 06/30/26, is $5,035,429 or 28%.  However, 
based on the estimates, the Fund Balance at 06/30/26 is $5,738,361 or 32%. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding big one-time purchases including the following: 

 LFP Storage Addition 
 Ghesquiere Park Walking Path 
 Bathroom Renovations 

 Bleachers and Footing 
 Repair Tennis Courts 
 Caulking Pool Deck 
 Activities Building Treadmill/Air Hockey 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
03-31-25 

 
 Replace City Hall Front Door 
 Handicap Swing 
 Animal Adoption Society 

 Baseball Diamonds 
 
There was a discussion regarding the accuracy of estimates and difficulty to efficiently 
make decisions from them.  Inflation, salaries, retirement payments and unexpected 
expenses are examples that make it difficult to project expenses. 
 
Mayor Bryant was pleased with the proposed budget. 
 
Councilmember Koester asked what didn’t make it in the budget.  Treasurer/Comptroller 
Schmidt stated that the Public Safety Department requested four vehicles but was able 
to get only two.   
 
There was a brief discussion regarding road bonds relative to road projects. 
 
Assistant City Administrator Como commented on the new garbage truck and dump truck 
for LFP to be taken from the Solid Waste account. 
 
Councilmember Koester inquired about the Employee Health Care Program and 
Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt confirmed that we opted in with the 90/10 Plan and will 
be re-analyzed in September or October. 
 
Chair McConaghy thanked Administration and Staff for the efforts put into the budget. 
 
 
Motion by Bryant, seconded by Koester, that the Finance Committee recommend to the 
Committee-of-the-Whole the approval of the proposed FY 2025-2026 Budget. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Bryant, Koester, McConaghy  
No:  None 
Absent: None 
 

 
Under Public Comment no one wished to be heard. 
 

 
Motion by Koester, seconded by Bryant, that tonight’s meeting be adjourned at 7:52 
p.m.  PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
03-31-25 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul P. Antolin 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

GENERAL FUND BALANCE ANALYSIS FY 2025-2026

TOTAL BUDGETED REVENUE FY 2025-2026 16,982,921

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES FY 2025-2026 18,184,954

TOTAL BUDGETED USE OF PRIOR YEAR RESERVES FY 2025-2026 (1,202,033)

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE FY 2025-2026 AS OF 3.31.2026 16,985,017

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENSES FY 2025-2026 AS OF 3.31.2026 17,304,477

ESTIMATED USE OF PRIOR YEAR RESERVES FY 2025-2026 (319,460)

GENERAL FUND BALANCE @ 6.30.2025 7,879,633

LESS ESTIMATED REDUCTION OF FUND BALANCE FY 2025-2026 (319,460)

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE @ 6.30.2026 7,560,173

FUND BALANCE % TO PROJECTED FY 2025-2026 EXPENSES 44%

FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 PROPOSED BUDGET

PROJECTED REVENUES FY 2026-2027 17,312,978

PROJECTED EXPENSES FY 2026-2027 19,226,362

TRANSFER PRIOR YEAR RESERVES FY 2026-2027 (1,913,384)

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE @ 6.30.2027 BASED ON BUDGET 4,764,216

FUND BALANCE % TO PROJECTED FY 2026-2027 EXPENSES 25%

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE @ 6.30.2027 BASED ON ESTIMATE 5,646,789

FUND BALANCE % TO PROJECTED FY 2026-2027 EXPENSES 29%
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City of Grosse Pointe Woods

DRAFT Proposed FYE '27 Construction Projects

Updated 4/10/26

Project Total  Major Road Local Road Water & Sewer General Parking Marina

Total Const Eng

Van Antwerp Reconstruction (Mack Alley-WCL)  $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Cook Rd Inlay (Mack-Wedgewood)
1

350,000$       200,000$     150,000$     $                      350,000 -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Ida Ln Resurfacing  $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Holiday Reconstruction (Lochmoor-Sunningdale) 270,000$       225,000$     45,000$       $                               -   270,000$                      -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Avon Ct Resurfacing  $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Marian Ct Resurfacing 150,000$       125,000$     25,000$       $                               -   150,000$                      -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Roslyn and Thorn Tree WMs 1,200,000$    1,000,000$  200,000$     $                               -   -$                              1,200,000$                    -$                              -$                              -$                              

Prestwick (Craig-Mack) & Huntington WMs (Mack-Holiday) 1,200,000$    1,000,000$  200,000$     $                               -   -$                              1,200,000$                    -$                              -$                              -$                              

Ghesquiere Park Pickleball Courts  $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Resurface Practice Tennis Court
2

 $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Sidewalk Program 200,000$       200,000$     -$             $                        40,000 100,000$                      60,000$                        -$                              -$                              -$                              

Sidewalk Grinding 30,000$         30,000$       -$             $                          6,000 15,000$                        9,000$                          -$                              -$                              -$                              

Concrete Patching 700,000$       583,333$     116,667$     $                      218,750 145,833$                      335,417$                      -$                              -$                              -$                              

Parking Lot/Alley Rehabilitation 100,000$       83,333$       16,667$       $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              100,000$                      -$                              

Asphalt Patching and Concrete Joint Patching -$              -$            -$             $                               -   -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Joint and Crack Sealing Program 50,000$         41,667$       8,333$         $                        16,500 33,500$                        -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

Sewer TV & Clean 100,000$       83,333$       16,667$       $                               -   -$                              100,000$                      -$                              -$                              -$                              

Sewer Rehab (Open cut, SCIPP, FCIPP) 650,000$       541,667$     108,333$     $                               -   -$                              650,000$                      -$                              -$                              -$                              

5,000,000$    4,113,333$  886,667$     $                      631,250 714,333$                      3,554,417$                    -$                              100,000$                      -$                              

-

Depending on New Funding:

Van Antwerp Reconstruction (Mack Alley-WCL) 885,000$      

Ida Ln Resurfacing 650,000$       6.30.2025 FB 960,593$             6.30.2025 FB 783,435$     6.30.2025 FB 9,237,525$      6.30.2025 FB 7,879,633$    6.30.2025 FB 658,021$    6.30.2025 FB 416,239$   

Avon Ct Resurfacing 120,000$      

Ghesquiere Park Pickleball Courts 585,000$      

 25-26 Trans from prior 

Year Reserve and 24-

25 Reservice Prior Year 

Expense (78,882.00)         

 25-26 Trans from prior 

Year Reserve and 24-

25 Reservice Prior Year 

Expense (145,927)$   

 25-26 Trans from prior 

Year Reserve and 24-

25 Reservice Prior Year 

Expense (1,214,901)$    

 25-26 Trans from prior 

Year Reserve and 24-

25 Reservice Prior Year 

Expense (1,202,033)$  

 25-26 Trans from prior 

Year Reserve and 24-

25 Reservice Prior Year 

Expense (271,011)$ 

 25-26 Trans from prior 

Year Reserve and 24-

25 Reservice Prior Year 

Expense 83,943$     

Resurface Practice Tennis Court2 36,000$        

 Est FB 6.30.2026 881,711$             Est FB 6.30.2026 637,508$     Est FB 6.30.2026 8,022,624$      Est FB 6.30.2026 6,677,600$    Est FB 6.30.2026 387,010$    Est FB 6.30.2026 500,182$   

Red projects are dependent on state funding

 FY 26-27 Use of Prior 

Year Reserves (455,809)$          

 FY 26-27 Use of Prior 

Year Reserves (18,514)$     

 FY 26-27 Use of Prior 

Year Reserves (1,818,721)$    

 FY 26-27 Use of Prior 

Year Reserves (1,913,384)$  

 FY 26-27 Use of Prior 

Year Reserves (139,823)$ 

 FY 26-27 Use of Prior 

Year Reserves 32,871$     

Green indicates project submitted for Congressional Grant Funding  Est FB 6.30.2027 425,902$             Est FB 6.30.2027 618,994$     Est FB 6.30.2027 6,203,903$      Est FB 6.30.2027 4,764,216$    Est FB 6.30.2027 247,187$    Est FB 6.30.2027 533,053$   

Yellow projects categorized as road maintenance

Blue project included or budget increased following budget meeting on 4/9/26

 FY 25-26 EST FB % to 

Expenses 21%

 FY 25-26 EST FB % to 

Expenses 35%

 FY 25-26 EST FB % to 

Expenses 60%

 FY 25-26 EST FB % to 

Expenses 25%

 FY 25-26 EST FB % to 

Expenses 54%

 FY 25-26 EST FB % to 

Expenses 234%

Projects For Future Considerations

Charlevoix Resurfacing (Vernier-Hawthorne) Meter 1,504$            Server 19,495$        

Marter Resurfacing Water Main 50,000$          BS and A Cloud 29,835$        

Lighting on Fairford (Request by M. Koester at 11/10 Construction Cmte Mtg Cross Connection 169$               

Water Meter Cell Fee 45,000$          

Notes:

1.) MDOT/Fed Aid project: construction in summer of 2028

2.) This project would be included in the Ghesquiere Park pickleball courts project.

Total FY 25-26 Adjustment -$                   Total FY 25-26 Adjustment -$            Total FY 25-26 Adjustment 96,673$          Total FY 25-26 Adjustment 49,330$        Total FY 25-26 Adjustment -$          Total FY 25-26 Adjustment -$           

Marina FundParking Fund Major Roads Local Road Water And Sewer General Fund

C:\Users\MeetingsOfficeUser17\AppData\Local\Temp\tmpE2EB.tmp
Anderson, Eckstein and Westrick, Inc.

4/10/2026
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