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*AMENDED AGENDA TO INCLUDE ITEM 9A (ORDINANCES)

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

RESCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA

Monday, November 10, 2025 at 7:00 PM

o v W N

Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Council Chambers/Municipal Court,
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236
(313) 343-2440

CALL TO ORDER

A.  Administrative Memo: November 6, 2025
ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

OATHS OF OFFICE

A Mayor
1) Arthur W. Bryant

B. Council Members

1) Victoria A. Granger
2) Todd A. McConaghy
3) James Motschall, Jr.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes

1.

Council 10/20/25

B. Items Received and Placed on File

1. Election Commission Minutes 10/06/25

2. Planning Commission Minutes 09/23/25

3. Correspondences regarding letters received on October 15, 2025
a) Letter 10/15/25 - Lynne Aldrich and Christina Pitts
b) Letter 10/15/25 - Residents Against Rezoning
c) Email/Letter 10/21/25 - City Attorney Walling
d) Email/Letter 10/22/25 - City Attorney Tomlinson

cc: Council -7 Treasurer/Comptroller Assistant City Administrator
City Administrator City Clerk Post -4

City Attorney Email Group/Media




4.

Michigan Fair Elections Institute (MFEI) - Sunlight Award
a) Letter 10/19/25 - Patrice Johnson (MFEI - Chair/Founder)
b) Certificate of Award - Paul Antolin

Bids/Proposals/Contracts

N

|

Pointe Area Assisted Transportation Service (PAATS) Board Appointment
a) Memo 11/04/25 - City Administrator Schulte

Emergency Purchase - Information Technology Department
a) Memo 10/24/25 - IT Manager Capps
b) Exchange 2019 to Exchange Online Migration - Statement of Work

Unpaid Invoices
a) Memo 11/10/25 - Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt
b) Landscaping & Cross Connection Invoices - Winter 2025 Tax Roll

Claims and Accounts

N

Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers

a) Ghesquiere & Lakefront Park Bldg Renovations - Invoice No. 161384 - Proj. No. 0160-
0479 - 10/27/25 - $666.65.

b) Vernier & Mack Ave. Intersection Improvements - Invoice No. 161435 - Proj. No.
0160-0455 - 10/28/25 - $21,066.61.

¢) Torrey Road Pump Station Generator - Invoice No. 161436 - Proj. No. 0160-0473 -
10/28/25 - $2,487.40.

d) LFP Boat Launch Parking Lot - Invoice No. 161437 - Proj. No. 0160-0480 - 10/28/25 -
$865.80.

e) Ghesquiere Park Walking Path - Invoice No. 161438 - Proj. No. 0160-0482 - 10/28/25
- $1060.10.

f) 2025 Miscellaneous Concrete Program - Invoice No. 161439 - Proj. No. 0160-0493 -
10/28/25 - $12,872.62.

g) 2025-2026 General Engineering - Invoice No. 161440 - Proj. No. 0160-0498 -
10/28/25 - $3,967.54.

h) Wedgewood Resurfacing (Vernier/Hawthorne) - Invoice No. 161498 - Proj. No. 0160-
0496 - 10/28/25 - $19,247.10.

i) Torrey Road Pump Station Generator - Proj. No. 0160-0473 - Payment No. 7 -
Rauhorn Electric, Inc. - 10/28/25 - $137,552.40.

j) 2024 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Program - Proj. No. 0160-0476 - Pay Estimate
No. 3 - Scodeller Construction, Inc. - 10/27/25 - $19,694.24.

k) 2025 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Program - Proj. No. 0160-0494 - Payment
Invoice No. 1 - Scodeller Construction, Inc. - 10/27/25 - $16,871.08.

I) Wedgewood Rd. Resurfacing - Proj. No. 0160-0496 - Payment Invoice No. 2 - Al's
Asphalt Paving Co. - 10/30/25 - $250,333.61.

m) Lakefront Park Building Renovation - Proj. No. 0160-0479 - Payment Invoice No. 06 -
In-Line Construction - 10/30/25 - $55,468.55.

McKenna - Building/Planning Services
a) Invoice No. 21849-114 - Building Services - September 2025 - 10/21/25 - $71,261.04.
b) Invoice No. 22-064-47 - Planning Services - September 2025 - 10/24/25 - $2,452.50.




¢) Invoice No. 25-030-5 - GPW MSHDA Zoning Ordinance Update - September 2025 -
10/13/25 - $3,500.00.

3. Rosati, Schultz, Joppich & Amtsbuechler, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice No. 1084344 -
September 2025 - 10/14/25 - $7,165.80.

4. State of Michigan - MDOT 00183
a) Program #218128CON (Vernier Rd.) - 10/05/25 - $77,498.90.
b) Program #219533CON (Sunningdale Dr.) - 10/05/25 - $74.499.16.

5. WCA Assessing - Assessing Services - Invoice No. 102825 - November 2025 - 10/28/25 -

$7,911.08.

6. York, Dolan & Tomlinson, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice No. 340 - October 2025 -
11/03/25 - $2,077.00.

8.  ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A. Variances Request: 541 Robert John Road - Front and Side Yard Setbacks
(See ZBA Agenda 11/10/25)
9. ORDINANCES

A.  Second Reading: An Ordinance to Amend the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 6 - Animals;
Article |l - Dogs, Cats and Wild Animals; Division 1 - Generally, By Adding Section 6-41 - Care

of Animals

1) Council Minutes Clipping Excerpt 10/06/25

2) Memo 10/01/25 - Director of Public Safety Kosanke

3) Proposed Ordinance with edits

4) Proposed Ordinance (Clean Copy)

10. NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT

We welcome comments from residents. If you wish to speak, please state your name and
address. You will have a maximum of three (3) minutes to address the City Council. City Council
members will listen to your concerns, but will not answer questions. If you have a question or
need additional information, we will be happy to direct you to the appropriate person after the
meeting. Thank you for your cooperation.

11. ADJOURNMENT

Paul P. Antolin, MiPMC
City Clerk

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT)
POSTED AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as
signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to
individuals with disabilities. All such requests must be made at least five days prior to a
meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Grosse
Pointe Woods by writing or call the City Clerk’s office, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml
48236 (313) 343-2440 or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 313 343-9249




*#* NOTE TO PETITIONERS: YOU, OR A REPRESENTATIVE, ARE REQUESTED TO BE IN ATTENDANCE AT
THE MEETING SHOULD THE COUNCIL HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR REQUEST. ***




*AMENDED COUNCIL ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO INCLUDING ITEM 9A*
November 6, 2025

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Subject: Recommendations for the Rescheduled Council Meeting of November 10, 2025

Item 1 CALL TO ORDER
Prerogative of the Mayor to call this meeting to order.

Item 2 ROLL CALL
Prerogative of the Mayor to request a Roll Call from the City Clerk.

Iltem 3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Prerogative of the Mayor to lead the City Council, Administration, and members of
the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Item 4 RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS
Prerogative of the Mayor to request Commission Members in attendance at tonight’s
meeting to approach the podium and introduce themselves and the Commission on
which they serve.

Item 5 ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA
Prerogative of the City Council that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed
on file, and taken in order of appearance.

Item 6 OATHS OF OFFICE

Item 6A/6B MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS Prerogative of the City Clerk to
administer the Oaths of Office to the Mayor and City Council Members elected at the
Local General Election held November 4, 2025.

Item 7 CONSENT AGENDA

All items listed under the consent agenda are considered routine by the Council and
will be enacted by one motion and a second. There will be no separate discussion of
these items. If discussion of an item is required, it will be removed from the consent
agenda and considered. One member may request that an item be removed and no
second is required.

Prerogative of the City Council to approve all items (7A-7D) listed under the consent
agenda as presented.
A.  Approval of Minutes

1. Council 10/20/25




B. ltems Received and Placed on File

1.
2.
3.

Election Commission Minutes 10/06/25
Planning Commission Minutes 09/23/25

Correspondences regarding letters received on October 15, 2025
a) Letter 10/15/25 - Lynne Aldrich and Christina Pitts

b) Letter 10/15/25 - Residents Against Rezoning

c) Email/Letter 10/21/25 - City Attorney Walling

d) Email/Letter 10/22/25 - City Attorney Tomlinson

Michigan Fair Elections Institute (MFEI) - Sunlight Award
a) Letter 10/19/25 - Patrice Johnson (MFEI - Chair/Founder)
b) Certificate of Award - Paul Antolin

C. Bids/Proposals/Contracts

1.

Pointe Area Assisted Transportation Service (PAATS) Board
Appointment

a) Memo 11/04/25 - City Administrator Schulte

Emergency Purchase - Information Technology Department

a) Memo 10/24/25 - IT Manager Capps
b) Exchange 2019 to Exchange Online Migration - Statement of Work

Unpaid Invoices
a) Memo 11/10/25 - Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt
b) Landscaping & Cross Connection Invoices - Winter 2025 Tax Roll

D. Claims and Accounts

1.

Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers

a) Ghesquiere & Lakefront Park Bldg Renovations - Invoice No. 161384 -
Proj. No. 0160-0479 - 10/27/25 - $666.65.

b) Vernier & Mack Ave. Intersection Improvements - Invoice No. 161435
- Proj. No. 0160-0455 - 10/28/25 - $21,066.61.

c) Torrey Road Pump Station Generator - Invoice No. 161436 - Proj. No.
0160-0473 - 10/28/25 - $2,487.40.

d) LFP Boat Launch Parking Lot - Invoice No. 161437 - Proj. No. 0160-
0480 - 10/28/25 - $865.80.

e) Ghesquiere Park Walking Path - Invoice No. 161438 - Proj. No. 0160-
0482 - 10/28/25 - $1060.10.

f) 2025 Miscellaneous Concrete Program - Invoice No. 161439 - Pro;j.
No. 0160-0493 - 10/28/25 - $12,872.62.

g) 2025-2026 General Engineering - Invoice No. 161440 - Proj. No.
0160-0498 - 10/28/25 - $3,967.54.

h) Wedgewood Resurfacing (Vernier/Hawthorne) - Invoice No. 161498 -
Proj. No. 0160-0496 - 10/28/25 - $19,247.10.

i) Torrey Road Pump Station Generator - Proj. No. 0160-0473 - Payment
No. 7 - Rauhorn Electric, Inc. - 10/28/25 - $137,552.40.
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Item 8

Item 8A

Item 9

Item 9A

j) 2024 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Program - Proj. No. 0160-
0476 - Pay Estimate No. 3 - Scodeller Construction, Inc. - 10/27/25 -
$19,694.24.

k) 2025 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Program - Proj. No. 0160-
0494 - Payment Invoice No. 1 - Scodeller Construction, Inc. - 10/27/25
- $16,871.08.

I) Wedgewood Rd. Resurfacing - Proj. No. 0160-0496 - Payment Invoice
No. 2 - Al's Asphalt Paving Co. - 10/30/25 - $250,333.61.

m) Lakefront Park Building Renovation - Proj. No. 0160-0479 - Payment
Invoice No. 06 - In-Line Construction - 10/30/25 - $55,468.55.

2. McKenna - Building/Planning Services
a) Invoice No. 21849-114 - Building Services - September 2025 -
10/21/25 - $71,261.04.
b) Invoice No. 22-064-47 - Planning Services - September 2025 -
10/24/25 - $2,452.50.
c) Invoice No. 25-030-5 - GPW MSHDA Zoning Ordinance Update -
September 2025 - 10/13/25 - $3,500.00.

3. Rosati, Schultz, Joppich & Amtsbuechler, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice
No. 1084344 - September 2025 - 10/14/25 - $7,165.80.

4. State of Michigan - MDOT 00183
a) Program #218128CON (Vernier Rd.) - 10/05/25 - $77,498.90.
b) Program #219533CON (Sunningdale Dr.) - 10/05/25 - $74.499.16.

5. WCA Assessing - Assessing Services - Invoice No. 102825 - November
2025 - 10/28/25 - $7,911.08.

6. York, Dolan & Tomlinson, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice No. 340 -
October 2025 - 11/03/25 - $2,077.00.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Recess as a City Council and convene as a Zoning Board of Appeals. Upon
conclusion of the public hearing, adjourn as a Zoning Board of Appeals and
reconvene as a City Council.

VARIANCES REQUEST: 541 ROBERT JOHN
(See ZBA Agenda 11/10/25)

ORDINANCES

SECOND READING: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 6 — ANIMALS; ARTICLE 1l — DOGS, CATS AND
WILD ANIMALS:; DIVISION 1 — GENERALLY, BY ADDING SECTION 6-41 —
CARE OF ANIMALS




Item 10

Item 11

Prerogative of the City Council to approve this ordinance amendment regarding
Chapter 6, Article 11, Division 1, by adding section 6-41 - Care of Animals as presented
and make it effective 10 days after enactment.

NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT

Prerogative of the Mayor to ask if there is any New Business to come before the City
Council from the City Council or Administration; and then, to ask members of the
audience if there is any Public Comment to come before the City Council.

*Reiterate the 3-minute time limit and Public Comment Sign-up Sheet.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon the conclusion of New Business/Public Comment with no further business to be
conducted by the City Council, prerogative of the City Council to motion for
adjournment of tonight’s meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

ok bl

Frank Schulte
City Administrator




COUNCIL
10-20-25 - 093

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025, IN THE COUNCIL-
COURTROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA
DR., GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN.

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Mayor Bryant.

PRESENT: Mayor Bryant
Council Members:  Brown, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall
ABSENT: None

Also Present: City Administrator Schulte
Assistant City Administrator Como
City Attorney Walling
City Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt
City Clerk Antolin
Lieutenant Waszak

Council, Administration, and the audience Pledged Allegiance to the U.S. Flag.

The following Commission members were in attendance:
e Catherine Dumke, Senior Citizens’ Commission

e Mike Fuller, Planning Commission

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed
on file, and taken in order of appearance including the documents regarding the revised
Mack Avenue and Vernier Road Intersection plan.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall
No: None
Absent: None

Motion by Granger, seconded by Koester, that all items (6A-6E) on the consent agenda be
approved as presented.




COUNCIL
10-20-25 - 094

Approval of Minutes

1.

Council 10/06/25

Iltems Received and Placed on File

1.

2
3
4.
5

Beautification Advisory Commission Minutes 09/10/25

. Citizens' Recreation Commission Minutes 09/09/25

Election Commission Minutes 09/08/25
Community Tree Commission Minutes 06/04/25, 09/03/25
Letter 10/15/25 - Lynn Aldrich and Christina Pitts

Monthly Financial Report

1.

September 2025

Bids/Proposals/Contracts

1.

Request for Extension of 90 Day Period for Chef Mowen, LLC Under

Agreement Regarding Issuance, Transfer, or Reclassification of Liquor

License

a) Letter 09/19/25 - Kelly A. Allen (Adkison, Need, Allen, & Rentrop,
PLLC)

b) Executed Agreement Regarding Issuance, Transfer, or Reclassification
of Liquor License

K-9 Officer Compensation
a) Memo 10/14/25 - Director of Public Safety Kosanke
b) Proposed Memorandum of Agreement

Public Act 152 Update
a) Memo 10/20/25 - Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt
b) Alternate Plan Option

Claims and Accounts

1.

Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers

a) Water System CDSMI - Invoice No. 161138 - Proj. No. 0160-0461 -
10/09/25 - $396.00.

b) Torrey Rd. Pump Station Generator - Invoice No. 161139 - Proj. No.
0160-0473 - 10/09/25 - $1,561.95.

c) 2025-2026 GIS Maintenance - Invoice No. 161149 - Proj. No. 0160-
0499 - 10/09/25 - $3,385.26.

d) Ghesquiere & Lakefront Park Bldg Renovation - Invoice No. 161160 -
Proj. No. 0160-0479 - 10/10/25 - $666.65.

e) Vernier & Mack Ave. Intersection Improvement - Invoice No. 161216
- Proj. No. 0160-0455 - 10/13/25 - $42,122.75.

f) 2025 Miscellaneous Concrete Program - Invoice No. 161217 - Proj.
No. 0160-0493 - 10/13/25 - $6,543.26.

2
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COUNCIL
10-20-25 - 095

g) Wedgewood Resurface (Vernier-Hawthorne) - Invoice No. 161218 -
Proj. No. 0160-0496 - 10/13/25 - $14,322.99.

h) 2025-2026 General Engineering - Invoice No. 161220 - Proj. No.
0160-0498 - 10/13/25 - $5,367.57.

1) Wedgewood Rd. Resurfacing - Proj. No. 0160-0496 - Payment Invoice
#01 - Al's Asphalt Paving Co. - 10/01/25 - $79,850.57.

2. York, Dolan & Tomlinson, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice No. 332 - September
2025 - 10/06/25 - $1,348.50.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall
No: None
Absent: None

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that the City Council concur with City Administrator
Schulte’s recommendation and approve the succession plan as presented in accordance with his memo
dated September 30, 2025; and to approve the Employment Agreement for Susan Como to serve as
City Administrator effective January 2, 2026 and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall
No: None
Absent: None

Under New Business, the following individuals were heard:

e City Administrator Schulte provided an update regarding the city entrance sign at the Mack
Avenue and Vernier Road intersection. He stated that a brick perimeter wall and footings
could not be used due to the utilities such as water mains, sewers, and manholes, being too
close to the surface. Pillar posts with unilock landscape tiles was proposed as an alternate
option and City Council concurred.

Under Public Comment, the following individuals were heard:

1. Janey Coates, 1169 Roslyn Rd., addressed the need to repair neighborhood sidewalks,
trim/removal of trees, and the enforcement of homeowner responsibilities and business
storefront maintenance on Mack Avenue, in a timely manner.

2. ChristinaPitts, 1501 Oxford Rd., addressed two letters submitted to the City Administrator,
City Clerk, City Council, and Planning Commission submitted on October 15, 2025.

3
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COUNCIL
10-20-25 - 096

3. Jon Dougherty, 1665 S. Renaud Rd., concurred with the comments from Christina Pitts.
4. Lynne Aldrich, 1501 Oxford Rd., addressed two letters submitted to the City

Administrator, City Clerk, City Council, and Planning Commission submitted on October
15, 2025.

Motion by Motschall, seconded by Koester, to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 7:20 p.m. PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul P. Antolin Arthur W. Bryant
City Clerk Mayor

12
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DATE: October 15, 2025

! r————
FROM: Lynne Aldrich and Christina Pitts - 2 pages RECE'VED
TO: City Clerk
CITY OF GR
ST oS e oA Wooos
ccC: Mayor and City Council, City Administrator
RE: October 20 2025 Council Meeting Agenda Request - New Business

In a meeting October 13, 2025, among a resident concerned about zoning practices, and City
Administrator, Assistant City Administrator and City Planner, questions were raised and discussed about
the following:

1. MSHDA Crant and grant-writing process

2. Sign Code Violations issued in September 10 2025

3. Planning Commission Public Hearing scheduled for October 28, 2025.

ltem 1: We have requested that the City be transparent about the content, intent, types of changes and
progress of "redrafting the zoning ordinance." The City Administrator stated that he will consider
publishing an article in the Grosse Pointe News to accommodate this request.

Items 2 and 3: These matters were discussed with City Administration and not satisfactorily resolved.

We request that the following be placed on the City Council Agenda as New Business at the public
meeting to be held October 20, 2025:

New Business
(A) Lawn Sign Code Enforcement
This is a subjective action, intentionally directed at certain residents against rezoning, resulting in
discrimination and violation of 1% Amendment right to free speech.
* The Law (Michigan and Federal)
o Yard signs are protected under the First Amendment (City of Ladue v. Gilleo, 1994).
o Content-based restrictions are barred by Reed v. Town of Gilbert (2015).
o Time-based bans (only up for 30 days) have been struck down by the Sixth Circuit.
= Discrimination/Violation of 1* Amendment Rights
o Violation letters strongly suggest that residents exercising free speech in defense of their
neighborhood are being targeted by people in positions of power who favor rezoning.
Targeting these signs while allowing others (realtor signs, contractor placards, student
graduates, theater presentations, etc.) creates indicates biased enforcement.
o The Code cited does not apply to miscellaneous signs placed on resident private
property to share information and ideas. It is directed at signs of a commercial nature.
o We have not been provided with any written proof that complaint(s) have been filed;
we have only the word of city staff.
o The citations were sent to a selected group of residents displaying signs.
o This s a slap-dash maneuver, timed within 24 hours of the withdrawal of rezoning
application. The citation letter referred to enforcing rights in Grosse Pointe (not Grosse
Pointe Woods), which strongly suggests this letter originated in the city of Grosse Pointe
and has been a cut-and-paste effort. Additionally, referenced violation 32-11-D-1 does
not exist in the Code. This alone renders the violation letter inappropriate and
inapplicable. '
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New Business

(B) Unlawful Notice of Public Hearing

Scheduling this public hearing for October 28 is unlawful, and the decision process to convene a public
hearing violates due process and the Open Meetings Act.

Due Process: Past Practice  On March 25, 2025, the Planning Commission held a public meeting to
"Consider Rezoning Application and set a date for Public Hearing." The Public Hearing was scheduled and
convened on April 22, 2025. This practice must be replicated as a matter of due process.

Decision to Convene a Public Hearing

e If this decision was made by the City Administrator, he has exceeded his authority. Such a
decision must be made by a legislative body. The administrator is an employee who implements
policy, not a decision-maker on zoning matters. Any such decision must be made at a public meeting
in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

e If the Administrator did not make this decision to convene a public hearing, then how was the
decision made and involving whom? The likely answer is that it came about via discussion among
members of the Planning Commission, and City Administrator; perhaps even some Council members.
This decision process is in direct violation of the Open Meetings Act.

We appreciate these 2 items being placed on the Council Agenda October 20 2025.

Thank you. Please advise immediately any action taken.

Clristina Ditts
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DATE: October 15, 2025 WED |

TO: Planning Commission, City Administrator, City Clerk '

CC: Mayor and City Council T 1 5 2025 r

RE: Protest - Planning Commission Public Hearing October 28 2025 for ~ITY OF GROSSE PONTE Wotos
Conditional Rezoning of 20160 Mack CLERK'S DEPARTMENT

The City disseminated notice for a "Public Hearing on Conditional Rezoning." This is the first
announcement to the public that the subject property is under application for rezoning.

In a meeting Monday October 13,2025, among a resident and City Administrator, Assistant City
Administrator and City Planner, a direct question was asked by the resident about the process for
scheduling a public hearing for October 28. Per the resident's notes: It appears that the Administration
believes there have been no process violations in issuing this public notice, with no difference between a
public meeting and a public hearing. Rather, applications are automatically put on the next PC meeting
agenda to avoid applicants having to wait months before knowing the status of their application. It appears
that City Administrators are deciding to put items on public meeting agendas, an action they feel does not
violate any Open Meeting Act provisions.

Such a response by The City is alarming, demonstrating lack of conscientious research and analysis of
critical public meeting requirements. Scheduling this public hearing for October 28 is unlawful, and the
decision process to convene a public hearing violates due process and the Open Meetings Act.

Due Process: Past Practice ~ On March 25, 2025, the Planning Commission held a public meeting to
"Consider Rezoning Application and set a date for Public Hearing." The Public Hearing was scheduled and
convened on April 22, 2025.

Decision to Convene a Public Hearing

o If this decision was made by the City Administrator, he has exceeded his authority. Such a
decision must be made by a legislative body. The administrator is an employee who implements
policy, not a decision-maker on zoning matters. Any such decision must be made at a public meeting
in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

e If the Administrator did not make this decision to convene a public hearing, then how was the
decision made and involving whom? The likely answer is that it came about via discussion among
members of the Planning Commission, and City Administrator; perhaps even some Council members.
This decision process is in direct violation of the Open Meetings Act.

The public iexpects compliance with the law. In this case, specifically: that the same process for
rezoning consideration via public meeting, followed by a public hearing with 15 days' advance notice
--as conducted March-April 2025-- be codified and followed for ANY and EVERY application for
rezoning, Thus, a public meeting must be held to "consider rezoning application and set a date for public
hearing" to comply with the practice established on March 25, 2025. This public meeting might be held
October 28. Any public hearing on rezoning must take place on a date following the public meeting (e.g.
after October 28), and comply with the 15-day notice requirement.

YOUR CITIZENS INSIST that the City immediately retract the Public Notice on Conditional Rezoning,

such retractions to appear in all "notice vehicles:" newspapers, internet and mailings. Thank you.
PP papers, J24 Y

Lynne Aldrich  Beth Ann Bayus Kristen Buccellato Jon Dougherty Patti Dougherty Gary Felts
Terrence Kosky Colleen Mclver Christina Pitts Helen Taylor Joanne Shenstone

Page 1 of 3 20




1) Public Hearing - Decision MUST derive from a Public Meeting

Based on the Michigan Attorney General's Open Meetings Act Handbook, a public body is NOT
allowed to make a private decision on whether to hold a public hearing.

o All decisions must be made in public meetings. The OMA provides that "all decisions of a
public body shall be made at a meeting open to the public," and defines "decision" to mean "a
determination, action, vote, or disposition upon a motion, proposal, recommendation, resolution,
order, ordinance, bill, or measure on which a vote by members of a public body is required and
by which a public body effectuates or formulates public policy".

¢ Decisions cannot be made in closed session. Section 3(2) of the OMA requires that all decisions
of a public body shall be made at a meeting open to the public, and the purposes of closed
sessions must be strictly limited to specific exceptions - no decision making is permitted in closed
session.

o Therefore, the decision of whether or not to hold a public hearing is itself a "decision" that must
be made publicly during an open meeting. The public body cannot:

Discuss and decide this in a closed session

Use "round-robin" voting (passing around a sign-off sheet)

Make the decision through private communications among members

Use any other method that avoids public deliberation and voting

O o 0O O

The vote on whether to schedule a public hearing must occur during a properly noticed open meeting
where the public can observe the deliberation and the vote.

Based on Michigan case law, the most significant case addressing whether decisions can be made
privately is Booth Newspapers, Inc. v. University of Michigan Board of Regents, 444 Mich. 211; 507
N.W.2d 422 (1993). This landmark case directly addresses the question of lawful decision-making to
convene a public hearing.

Key Principles from Booth Newspapers:

1. All decisions must be public, not just the final vote: The Michigan Supreme Court held that the
OMA requires "all decisions of a public body" and "all deliberations of a public body constituting a
quorum of its members" to occur at meetings open to the public.

2. "Consensus building" is decision-making: The Court rejected the University's argument that its
"consensus building" process was different from decision-making, stating: "any alleged distinction
between the committee's consensus building and a determination or action, as advanced in the OMA's
definition of 'decision,’ is a distinction without a difference”.

3. Round-robin decision-making violates the OMA: The Court found that when board members used
telephone calls or sub-quorum meetings "to achieve the same intercommunication that could have been
achieved in a full board meeting,” this violated the OMA because it achieved "the same effect as if the
entire board had met publicly and formally cast its votes".

4. Announcing a decision publicly is not the same as making it publicly: The Court stated: "The
Presidential Selection Committee did not make the decision to appoint Dr. Duderstadt publicly, it merely
announced the decision publicly".

Under Booth Newspapers, a public body cannot make a private decision on whether to hold a public
hearing. The decision about whether to hold a hearing is itself a "decision" that effectuates public policy
and must be made through deliberation and voting at an open meeting. Any attempt to reach consensus
privately—whether through closed sessions, phone calls, emails, or sub-quorum meetings—would violate
the OMA. Page 2 of 3
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2) A city administrator does NOT have the authority to decide on a public hearing for rezoning.

Under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, "the legislative body of a local unit of government may
provide by ordinance for the manner in which the regulations and boundaries of districts or zones shall be
determined and enforced or amended or supplemented". The legislative body (city council) has the
authority to approve or deny rezoning requests, typically after receiving a recommendation from the
planning commission.

Before submitting recommendations for a proposed zoning ordinance to the legislative body, the zoning
commission shall hold at least one public hearing.

Administrative officials (like city administrators) typically have enforcement authority, not decision-
making authority on rezonings. The city council, upon a recommendation from the planning commission,
has the authority to approve or deny rezoning requests.

The decision to hold a public hearing on a rezoning is a legislative decision that must be made by the

city council (or other legislative body), not by a city administrator. The administrator is an employee who
implements policy, not a decision-maker on zoning matters. Any such decision would need to be made at
a public meeting in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

In Herald Co v Bay City, 463 Mich 111, 129-133; 614 NW2d 873 (2000), the Michigan Supreme Court
held that a city manager is not subject to the Open Meetings Act. This is significant because it establishes
that a city manager (or administrator) is NOT a "public body" under the OMA. The court
distinguished between:

o Collective bodies (councils, boards, commissions) that ARE subject to the OMA

e Individual officials (city managers, administrators) who are NOT "public bodies"

While this case addresses the OMA specifically, it reinforces the broader principle that city
administrators are individual administrative officials, not decision-making bodies.

The distinction is critical because:
1. Legislative decisions (like rezoning and whether to hold public hearings) must be made by the
legislative body (city council)
2. Administrative officials implement and enforce decisions but don't make legislative policy
decisions
3. Under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, rezoning is explicitly a legislative function requiring
action by the legislative body

The case law reviewed earlier, Booth Newspapers v. University of Michigan Board of Regents,
reinforces that all decisions must be made by the public body at open meetings. Since a city administrator
is not a "public body," they cannot make zoning decisions like whether to hold a public hearing on
rezoning. The authority comes from the statutory framework and the general principle that legislative
decisions must be made by legislative bodies, not administrative staff.

Page 3 of 3
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From: Debra Walling
To: "Christina Pitts"

Cc: City Council Internal; Arthur W. Bryant; Frank Schulte; Susan Como; Ashley Jankowski; Laura Haw; Tim
Tomlinson; Paul Antolin

Subject: Response to October 15, 2025 Correspondences

Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 8:26:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT click links, open attachments or reply

to this message unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe:

Hello Ms. Aldrich & Ms. Pitts:

My response to your written communications to the Planning Commission and to the City
Clerk, dated October 15, 2025, and your verbal comments during the October 20, 2025, City
Council meeting, concerning alleged OMA violations and recent FOIA response is below. City
Attorney Tomlinson will address your lawn sign enforcement complaints separately.

State law and the Grosse Pointe Woods Zoning Ordinance require the Planning Commission to
conduct public hearings for certain matters, such as rezoning requests, but those laws and
ordinances do not require a vote of the Planning Commission to set the date of the public hearing.
The Planning Commission Bylaws state that the Chair and the Building Official set the agenda for the
meeting. The fact that the Planning Commission set a public hearing date at its meeting in March
2025 for April 2025 for a rezoning matter due to certain circumstances does not change the law or
the Planning Commission Bylaws, nor does it establish a pattern or practice, nor does failure to
repeat that isolated instance constitute a denial of due process. Moreover, contrary to your
assertion, the Planning Commission is not a legislative body; but, it is a public body subject to the
Open Meetings Act. As such, there is still no requirement that the Planning Commission must vote to
set a date for a public hearing or to place any other item on its agenda. As you know, the public
hearing notice provisions contained in state law, which are mirrored in the Grosse Pointe Woods
Zoning ordinance, are being followed concerning the conditional zoning request on Mack Avenue.

As to your Open Meetings Act (OMA) violation accusation, please understand that Frank Schulte,
Susan Como, and the City Planner are not a “public body” —either individually or collectively—
subject to the OMA. Therefore, their meetings are not subject to the OMA. If a quorum of a public
body is present for a meeting, then the OMA applies. | have no reason to believe that there was a
quorum of any public body present during the Planning Commission agenda preparation by the
Building Official, the City Planner, and the Chair of the Planning Commission. Inasmuch as setting a
meeting agenda is not a “decision” of the public body, your recitation of OMA appellate opinions
and principles are not applicable. Consequently, your collective concerns about these matters have
been noted and reviewed, but they are unfounded.

Similarly, it is my understanding that your concerns about a delayed response to your recent FOIA
request for a MSHDA Grant application are also unfounded and, as of today, moot because the

responsive documents were made available within five (5) business days.

Sincerely,
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Debra Walling

27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250

Farmington Hills, M1 48331

P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726
Email: dwalling@rsjalaw.com

ROSATI | SCHULTZ

JOPPICH | AMTSBUECHLER Website: rsjalaw.com

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the recipient named above and contains
confidential and legally-privileged information. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, do
not read, copy, disseminate or distribute it. You are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying
of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please re-send this communication to the sender and delete the original message and any copy of it from
your computer system. If you need any additional information, please contact the sender at 248.489.4100. Thank
you.
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YORK, DOLAN & TOMLINSON, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
22600 Hall Road, Suite 205
Clinton Township, Michigan 48036

586-263-5050
Fax 586-263-4763
John A. Dolan (jdolan@yorkdolanlaw.com) Fred A. York (1930-1989)
Timothy D. Tomlinson (ttomlinson@yorkdolanlaw.com)
Linda M. McGrail {(lmcgrail@yorkdolanfaw.com)
October 22, 2025

Via Email. only {5

Lynne Aldrich

Via Email, only
Christina Pitts

RE:  Grosse Pointe Woods — Lawn Sign Code Enforcement
Dear Ms. Aldrich and Ms. Pitts:

We handle municipal prosecutions on behalf of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods. I am in
receipt of your correspondence dated October 15, 2023, raising a number of issues with the City
Administration, including: lawn sign code enforcement. I respectfully disagree with your legal
review and analysis as presented within your correspondence. You reference law relative to
yard signs being protected under the First Amendment, (City of Ladue v Gilleo - 1994) and
(Reed v Town of Gilbert - 2015), and reference to time based bans being struck down by the
Sixth Circuit (no citations).

Seminal and underlying any arguments presented by you is the decision of Reed v Township of
Gilbert, 576 US 155 (2015) which has resulted in municipalities not only across the State of
Michigan, but of the United States of America, reviewing and taking significant measures to
revise their sign ordinances to comply with the dictates therein. The Supreme Court explained
that content-based laws are “those that target speech based on its communicative content.” In
Reed the Court established two tests to determine whether the sign regulation is content based:
first, “a regulation is content based if the individual must read the sign to understand how the
regulation applies (e.g. to distinguish a political sign from an advertising sign).” Id at 156.
Second, a regulation is content based if the underlying purposes of the sign regulation is to
regulate certain subject matters. /d. The goal of these tests is to protect “viewpoints and ideas
from government censoring and favoritism.” /d at 168.

With regard to the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, the case law relied upon by you with regard to
time limitations on temporary signs (political signs) are all pre-Reed. As noted, Reed was a
challenge to temporary signs that were treated differently based upon their content. The cases
relied upon by you are dependent upon a content based analysis. When striking down durational
limitations, the Court had repeatedly done so based upon the content of the sign (i.e. political)
prior to Reed. With regard to the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, the ordinance does not
completely ban temporary signs, does not rely upon content whatsoever, and is completely
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Lynne Aldrich
Christina Pitts
October 22, 2025
Page 2

content neutral to the type of sign and the messages indicated on the sign. Your analysis
requires one to read, understand, and take into consideration what type of sign it is and the
content thereof in determining whether or not a durational restriction should be struck down. It
is the position of the City that one carmot have it both ways. We cannot base our regulations on
the content of the sign pursuant to Reed, hence, any analysis of durational restrictions should
not rely on the content of the sign. Regardless of whether it is a temporary realtor sign, garage
sale sign, or other type of temporary sign, the analysis should only entail a content neutral
analysis, and not be with regard to what the messages are. Therefore, the City is of the position
that its sign ordinance would withstand constitutional muster as it relates to its time duration.

Second, you assert that there is discrimination/violation of First Amendment rights due to the
language of the violation letters relative to other types of signs. The code is clear and applies to
all signs that are temporaty in nature whether they are realtor signs, contractor placards, student
graduates, etc. The time limitations are applicable based upon any complaints that the City
receives. Enforcement actions have been taken in the past with the issuance of violation letters,
as well as, municipal court prosecutions for same.

Based upon the foregoing, hopefully this response is adequate for you to understand the City’s
position with regard to the law and the enforcement of its sign ordinance. Should you have any

questions regarding this correspondence, please do not hesitate to contact me. We remain,

Very truly yours,

Timothy D. Tomlinson
Attorneys for Grosse Pointe Woods

TDT/jabh

CC via email:

Frank Schulte, City Administrator
Sue Como, Asst. City Administrator
Debra Walling, City Attorney
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

=) MEMORANDUM o i B

e HRANS RECE:Y £D
- ) \ nov 05 200 |

Date: November 10, 2025 S EpmN’T;,'E;‘{Yb_“’"

To: Mayor Bryant and City Council
From: Steven Schmidt, Treasurer/Comptroller

Re:  Unpaid Invoices

Attached is a list of unpaid invoices for services rendered by the City to residential
properties.

Grass Cutting/Property Maintenance $ 3,863.25
Cross Connection Fees $ 0.00
Total Unpaid Invoices $ 3,863.25

Staff has made several attempts to collect these fees but have been unsuccessful. | am
requesting City Council to authorize the transfer of the unpaid invoices to the real
December 2025 property tax bills.

Thank you.

Steven Schmidt, Treasurer/Comptroller

20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan 48236-2397
Phone: (313) 343-2604 ¢ Fax: (313) 343-2785 ¢ Email: sschmidt@gpwmi.us
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ORDINANCE #

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS, CHAPTER 6, ANIMALS; ARTICLE
Il. - DOGS, CATS AND WILD ANIMALS; DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY,
BY ADDING SEC. 6-41 - CARE OF ANIMALS.

THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS ORDAINS:

Section 1. Ordinance Amendment.

Chapter 6, Animals; Article Il. — Dogs, Cats and Wild Animals; Division 1.-Generally, is
hereby amended to add Sec. 6-41 — Care of Animals, to read as follows (new wording shown
in bold; deletions shown by strike-through):

ARTICLE II. — Dogs, Cats and Wild Animals; Division 1 — Generally
Sec. 6-41. — Care of animals.

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section,
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Adequate care means the provision of sufficient food, water, shelter, sanitary
conditions, exercise, and veterinary medical attention in order to maintain an
animal in a state of good health.

Neglect means to fail to sufficiently and properly care for an animal to the extent
that the animal’s health is jeopardized.

Sanitary conditions mean space free from health hazards including excessive
animal waste, overcrowding of animals, or other conditions that endanger the
animal’s health.

Shelter means adequate protection from the elements and weather conditions
suitable for the age, species and physical condition of the animal so as to maintain
the animal in a state of good health. Shelter for a dog shall include one or more of
the following:

(1)  The residence of the dog's owner or other individual.

(2) A doghouse that is an enclosed structure with a roof of appropriate

dimensions for the breed and size of the dog and large enough for a dog

104




to stand, turn around, and lie comfortably. The doghouse shall have dry
bedding when the outdoor temperature is or is predicted to drop below
43 degrees Farenheitfreezing.

3) It shall be unlawful to house or leave a dog of any breed or size unattended

outdoors between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

(4) It shall be unlawful to house or leave a dog of any breed or size outdoors
when the outdoor temperature is or is predicted to drop below 43 degrees
or above 82 degrees.

(5) Housing a dog or cat inside a garage or shed is providing inadequate shelter
and further banned within the city.

State of good health means freedom from disease and illness and in a
condition of proper body weight and temperature for the age and
species of the animal, unless the animal is undergoing appropriate
treatment.

Tethering means the restraint and confinement of a dog by use of a rope
or similar device.

Water means potable water that is suitable for the age and species of the
animal, made regularly available unless otherwise directed by a licensed

veterinarian.

(b) Regulation.

(2) Every owner shall provide their animal with adequate care.

4 It shall be unlawful to tether a dog on a chain at any time. In addition, it

shall be unlawful to tether a dog unless:
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()

(6)

()

(8)

(9)

a. The tether is at least ten feet in length;

b. The tether and collar, harness, or other type of collaring device when
taken together, do not weigh more than one-eighth of the dog's body
weight and do not, due to weight, inhibit the free movement of the
dog;

c. The manner of tethering prevents injury, strangulation, or
entanglement on fences, trees, or other manmade or natural obstacles
or objects;

d. The collar, harness or any other type of collaring device being used is
designed for that purpose and made from material that prevents
injury to the dog.

It shall be unlawful to feed any animal unwholesome or unsuitable food or
unclean water to drink or to place same in unclean or unsuitable containers
which are likely to cause or produce disease in the animal.

It shall be unlawful to overdrive, overload, overwork, torture, torment,
cruelly beat, mutilate, cruelly kill, or otherwise abuse an animal or to cause
to participate in, or to instigate any such conduct. The cropping of dogs’ ears
and tails shall be considered mutilation or cruelty unless such cropping is
performed by a registered veterinary surgeon while the dog is under an
anesthetic.

It shall be unlawful to transport, carry, or cause to be carried any live animal:

a. Upon the hood, fender, running board, or other external part of any
moving motor vehicle; or

b. Within the open bed of any moving motor vehicle.

It shall be unlawful to cause, instigate or permit any dogfight, cockfight,
bullfight, or other combat between animals or between animals and
humans.

No person shall willfully and maliciously expose any known poisonous
substance, whether mixed with food or not, so that same is liable to be eaten
by an animal, except that it shall not be unlawful to expose on one's own

premises common rat poisons mixed only with vegetable substances.
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(10) No person shall give away any live animal, fish, reptile, or bird as a
prize for, or as an inducement to enter, any contest, game, or other
competition; or as an inducement to enter a place of amusement, or
offer such animal as an incentive to enter into any business
agreement whereby the offer was for the purpose of attracting trade.

(11) Any person who, as the operator of a motor vehicle, strikes a
domesticated animal shall stop at once and render such assistance as
may be possible and shall immediately report such injury or death to
the animal's owner; in the event the owner cannot be ascertained and

located, such operator shall at once report the accident to the Grosse
Pointe  Woods Public Safety Department.apprepriate—law

enforcementagency-or-to-the local-humane society-

Secs. 6-41 6-42—6-68. - Reserved.
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.Section 2 of Ordinance. Repealer.

All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or sections of the City Code in conflict with this Ordinance
are repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

Section 3 of Ordinance. Severability.

Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to
be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the
part invalidated.

Section 4 of Ordinance. Savings.

All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the time this
Ordinance takes effect, are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when
they were commenced.

Section 5 of Ordinance. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall be effective upon publication as required by law.

CERTIFICATION OF CLERK

| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted
by the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, at a regular meeting of the City Council duly called and held on day
of , 2025.

Paul Antolin, City Clerk

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Published in GPN:
Adopted:
Effective:

Date Posted:
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ORDINANCE #

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS, CHAPTER 6, ANIMALS; ARTICLE
Il. - DOGS, CATS AND WILD ANIMALS; DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY,
BY ADDING SEC. 6-41 - CARE OF ANIMALS.

THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS ORDAINS:

Section 1. Ordinance Amendment.

Chapter 6, Animals; Article Il. — Dogs, Cats and Wild Animals; Division 1.-Generally, is
hereby amended to add Sec. 6-41 — Care of Animals, to read as follows (new wording shown
in bold; deletions shown by strike-through):

ARTICLE II. — Dogs, Cats and Wild Animals; Division 1 — Generally
Sec. 6-41. — Care of animals.

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section,
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Adequate care means the provision of sufficient food, water, shelter, sanitary
conditions, exercise, and veterinary medical attention in order to maintain an
animal in a state of good health.

Neglect means to fail to sufficiently and properly care for an animal to the extent
that the animal’s health is jeopardized.

Sanitary conditions mean space free from health hazards including excessive
animal waste, overcrowding of animals, or other conditions that endanger the
animal’s health.

Shelter means adequate protection from the elements and weather conditions
suitable for the age, species and physical condition of the animal so as to maintain
the animal in a state of good health. Shelter for a dog shall include one or more of
the following:

(1)  The residence of the dog's owner or other individual.

(2) A doghouse that is an enclosed structure with a roof of appropriate

dimensions for the breed and size of the dog and large enough for a dog

109




to stand, turn around, and lie comfortably. The doghouse shall have dry
bedding when the outdoor temperature is or is predicted to drop below
43 degrees Fahrenheit.

3) It shall be unlawful to house or leave a dog of any breed or size unattended
outdoors between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

(4) It shall be unlawful to house or leave a dog of any breed or size outdoors
when the outdoor temperature is or is predicted to drop below 43 degrees
or above 82 degrees.

(5) Housing a dog or cat inside a garage or shed is providing inadequate shelter
and further banned within the city.

State of good health means freedom from disease and illness and in a condition

of proper body weight and temperature for the age and species of the animal,
unless the animal is undergoing appropriate treatment.

Tethering means the restraint and confinement of a dog by use of a rope or

similar device.

Water means potable water that is suitable for the age and species of the animal,

made regularly available unless otherwise directed by a licensed veterinarian.

(b) Regulations.

(1)  Every owner shall provide their animal with adequate care.
(2) It shall be unlawful to tether a dog on a chain at any time. In addition, it
shall be unlawful to tether a dog unless:

a. The tether is at least ten feet in length;

b. The tether and collar, harness, or other type of collaring device when
taken together, do not weigh more than one-eighth of the dog's body
weight and do not, due to weight, inhibit the free movement of the
dog;

c. The manner of tethering prevents injury, strangulation, or
entanglement on fences, trees, or other manmade or natural obstacles
or objects;

d. The collar, harness or any other type of collaring device being used is
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©)

(4)

©)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

designed for that purpose and made from material that prevents
injury to the dog.
It shall be unlawful to feed any animal unwholesome or unsuitable food or
unclean water to drink or to place same in unclean or unsuitable containers
which are likely to cause or produce disease in the animal.
It shall be unlawful to overdrive, overload, overwork, torture, torment,
cruelly beat, mutilate, cruelly kill, or otherwise abuse an animal or to cause
to participate in, or to instigate any such conduct. The cropping of dogs’ ears
and tails shall be considered mutilation or cruelty unless such cropping is
performed by a registered veterinary surgeon while the dog is under an
anesthetic.
It shall be unlawful to transport, carry, or cause to be carried any live animal:
a. Upon the hood, fender, running board, or other external part of any
moving motor vehicle; or
b. Within the open bed of any moving motor vehicle.
It shall be unlawful to cause, instigate or permit any dogfight, cockfight,
bullfight, or other combat between animals or between animals and
humans.
No person shall willfully and maliciously expose any known poisonous
substance, whether mixed with food or not, so that same is liable to be eaten
by an animal, except that it shall not be unlawful to expose on one's own
premises common rat poisons mixed only with vegetable substances.
No person shall give away any live animal, fish, reptile, or bird as a
prize for, or as an inducement to enter, any contest, game, or other
competition; or as an inducement to enter a place of amusement, or
offer such animal as an incentive to enter into any business
agreement whereby the offer was for the purpose of attracting trade.
Any person who, as the operator of a motor vehicle, strikes a
domesticated animal shall stop at once and render such assistance as
may be possible and shall immediately report such injury or death to

the animal's owner; in the event the owner cannot be ascertained and
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located, such operator shall at once report the accident to the

Grosse Pointe Woods Public Safety Department.

Secs. 6-41 6-42—6-68. - Reserved.

.Section 2 of Ordinance. Repealer.

All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or sections of the City Code in conflict with this Ordinance
are repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

Section 3 of Ordinance. Severability.

Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to
be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the
part invalidated.

Section 4 of Ordinance. Savings.

All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the time this
Ordinance takes effect, are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when
they were commenced.

Section 5 of Ordinance. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall be effective upon publication as required by law.

CERTIFICATION OF CLERK

| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted
by the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, at a regular meeting of the City Council duly called and held on day
of , 2025.

Paul Antolin, City Clerk

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Published in GPN:
Adopted:
Effective:

Date Posted:
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