
 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, November 21, 2022 at 7:00 PM  

 Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Council 
Chambers/Courtroom, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe 

Woods, MI 48236 

 

 (313) 343-2440  

PUBLIC INVITED: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC ACT 267 OF 1976 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT), ALL 
MEMBERS OF THE GROUP LISTED ABOVE, AS WELL AS THE GENERAL PUBLIC, ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
THIS MEETING. 

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Administrative Memo: November 17, 2022 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

4. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. Storage Pod Variance: Kevin Crowther & Robert Hakopian, 19483 Mack Avenue 
1.   Application to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
2.   Photo 
3.   Receipt 
4.   Email 11/15/22 - James Crowther 
5.   Building Permit Application 
6.   Property Sketch 
7.   Section 50-4.27 of Zoning Ordinance 
8.   Memo 11/15/22 - Interim Building Official 
9.   Memo 11/17/22 - Fire Inspector 
10.   Memo 11/16/22 - Director of Public Services 
11. Affidavit of Legal Publication 
12. Affidavit of Property Owners Notified 
13. Parcel Map 

5. IMMEDIATE CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 

6. NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Paul P. Antolin, MiPMC 
City Clerk                       

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT) 
POSTED AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS 

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
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individuals with disabilities.  All such requests must be made at least five days prior to a 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Grosse 
Pointe Woods by writing or call the City Clerk’s office, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 
48236  (313) 343-2440 or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 313 343-9249 
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                                                                               ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO 

November 17, 2022 

 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Subject: Recommendations for ZBA Meeting of November 21, 2022 

 

Item 1 CALL TO ORDER   

 

Item 2 ROLL CALL  Prerogative of the Chair to request the City Clerk to take attendance. 

 

Item 3 ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA   Prerogative of the Zoning Board of Appeals that 

all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed on file, and taken in order of 

appearance. 

 

Item 4 PUBLIC HEARING – Storage Pod Variance: Kevin Crowther & Robert Hakopian, 

19483 Mack Avenue. Open the Public Hearing. Receive and place on file all 

communications pertaining to this request. Hear any comments, first in support of, 

second in opposition to, the request. Close the Public Hearing. 

 

 The Petitioners, Kevin Crowther and Robert Hakopian, are requesting a variance to 

place a storage pod on the property indefinitely at 19483 Mack Avenue. The Building 

Official, in his memo dated November 15, 2022, claims the ordinance states that a pod 

or dumpster may be stored no more than 30 days. He denied the application due to 

noncompliance with Section 50-4.27. 

 

 The applicant stated that the size of the store does not allow for adequate storage space 

for the rugs that they sell, however this is not a hardship.  The applicant may rent a 

storage unit to provide extra storage space for their merchandise. 

 

 The Building Official recommends granting no more than a 30 day extension for a pod 

permit. 

 

 I concur with his recommendation. 

 

 Prerogative of the Zoning Board of Appeals as to action taken. 

 

 The following motions are suggested: 

 

 Motion to Grant Variance:  That the Zoning Board of Appeals grant a variance from 

Sec. 50-4.27 to allow no more than a 30 day extension for a pod permit for 19483 Mack 

Avenue based upon the facts and recommendation as contained in the memo from the 

Building Official dated November 15, 2022, and the Fire Inspector dated November 17, 

2022, and the comments made at the Public Hearing. 

  

 Motion to Deny Variance: That the request for a variance submitted under Sec. 50-

-4.27 to allow a storage pod indefinitely for 19483 Mack Avenue be denied based 

upon the comments and concerns raised at the public hearing, and the finding of 
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practical difficulty has not been shown pursuant to the variance standards found in 

Sec. 50-4.27. 

  

Item 5 IMMEDIATE CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES Prerogative of the Zoning Board 

of Appeals to immediately certify tonight’s meeting minutes. 
        

Respectfully submitted,     
 

  

 

       Frank Schulte 

       City Administrator 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Bruce Eck, Interim Building Official 

DATE: November 15, 2022 

SUBJECT: Zoning Board of Appeals Recommendation- 19483 Mack 

The owner of 19483 Mack, Oriental Rug Imports, is requesting a variance to store a storage pod 
on the property indefinitely. The ordinance states that a pod or dumpster may be stored no more 
than 30 days: 

Sec. 50-4.27. - Portable storage units. 

Personal storage units ("PSU" also commercially known as "pods") are prohibited in all zoning 
districts unless all of the following conditions are met: 

( 1) A permit must first be obtained from the building official. Only one 30 day permit shall be
granted for each property owner per calendar year. The permit may be issued for 30 consecutive
or nonconsecutive days. In the event the permit is granted, a $25.00 fee shall be charged. The
fee amount is subject to amendment by council resolution.

The applicant noted that the size of the store does not allow for adequate storage space for the 
rugs that it sells, however this is not a hardship. The applicant may rent a storage unit to 
provide extra storage space for their merchandise. 

I am recommending no more than a 30 day extension for a pod permit. 

Sincerely, 

�ZtV'-
Bruce Eck, 

Interim Building Official 
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