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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, March 03, 2025 at 7:00 PM  

 Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Council Chambers/Municipal Court, 
20025 Mack Plaza Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

 

 (313) 343-2440  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Administrative Memo: February 27, 2025 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

A.      Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 02/24/25 

2. Committee-of-the-Whole 02/03/25 

B.      Minutes Received and Placed on File 

1. Beautification Advisory Commission 01/08/25 with recommendation*, 02/19/25 
Minutes excerpts with three recommendations** 

2. Planning Commission 01/28/25, 02/25/25 Minutes excerpt with recommendation* 

C.      Resolution 

1. Request for Proposals for 2025 CDBG Activities - The Helm/PAATS 
a)  Memo 02/28/25 - Assistant City Administrator Como 
b)  Proposed Resolution 

D.      Claims and Accounts 

1. Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers - 2024 Sewer Rehabilitation 
by Full Length CIPP Lining - Proj. No. 0160-0475 - Final Construction Pay Estimate - 
Insituform Technologies USA, LLC - 02/13/25 - $13,855.27 

2. McKenna - Building/Planning Services 
a)  Invoice No. 21849-105 - Building Services - January 2025 - 02/20/25 - $46,423.61 
b)  Invoice No. 22-064-38 - Planning Services - January 2025 - 02/21/25 - $2,633.88. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Resignation - Tree Commission - David Andrews 
1)  Email 02/19/25 - David Andrews 
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8. NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Paul P. Antolin, MiPMC 
City Clerk 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT) 
POSTED AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS 

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
individuals with disabilities.  All such requests must be made at least five days prior to a 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Grosse 
Pointe Woods by writing or call the City Clerk’s office, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 
48236  (313) 343-2440 or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 313 343-9249 

 

*** NOTE TO PETITIONERS: YOU, OR A REPRESENTATIVE, ARE REQUESTED TO BE IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THE MEETING SHOULD THE COUNCIL HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR REQUEST. *** 
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COUNCIL ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO 

February 27, 2025 

 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Subject: Recommendations for the Regular Council Meeting of March 3, 2025 
 

Item 1 CALL TO ORDER 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to call this meeting to order. 

 

Item 2 ROLL CALL 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to request a Roll Call from the City Clerk. 

 

Item 3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to lead the City Council, Administration, and members of 

the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Item 4 RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to request Commission Members in attendance at tonight’s 

meeting to approach the podium and introduce themselves and the Commission on 

which they serve. 

 

Item 5 ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA 

 Prerogative of the City Council that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed 

on file, and taken in order of appearance. 

 

Item 6 CONSENT AGENDA 

 All items listed under the consent agenda are considered routine by the Council and 

will be enacted by one motion and a second. There will be no separate discussion of 

these items. If discussion of an item is required, it will be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered. One member may request that an item be removed and no 

second is required. 

 

 Prerogative of the City Council to approve all items (6A-6D) listed under the consent 

agenda as presented. 

A.      Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 02/24/25 

2. Committee-of-the-Whole 02/03/25 

B.      Minutes Received and Placed on File 

1. Beautification Advisory Commission (BAC) 01/08/25 with 

recommendation*, 02/19/25 Minutes excerpts with three 

recommendations** 

 *Recommendation to approve an amount not to exceed $130.00 to 

purchase two informational signs for the Native Adopt-a-Garden. 

3



 2 

 **Recommendation to approve the BAC 2025-2026 proposed budget for   

  $3,200.00. 

**Recommendation to approve a budget not to exceed $40,000.00 for the   

  total expense of the 2025 Flower Sale in May.  

**Recommendation to approve the BAC 2025 Parkway Beautification  

       budget for $23,490.00.  

2. Planning Commission 01/28/25*, 02/25/25 Minutes excerpt with 

recommendation** 

 *Please note that the recommendation in these minutes have been 

presented at the 02/03/25 council meeting. 

 **Recommendation requesting a budget increase of $20,000.00 for FY  

    2025-2026 for resources to support the Master Plan targeted goals. 

C.      Resolution 

1. Request for Proposals for 2025 CDBG Activities - The Helm/PAATS 

a)  Memo 02/28/25 - Assistant City Administrator Como 

b)  Proposed Resolution 

D.      Claims and Accounts 

1. Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers - 2024 

Sewer Rehabilitation by Full Length CIPP Lining - Proj. No. 0160-0475 - 

Final Construction Pay Estimate - Insituform Technologies USA, LLC - 

02/13/25 - $13,855.27. 

2. McKenna - Building/Planning Services 

a)  Invoice No. 21849-105 - Building Services - January 2025 - 02/20/25 -  

     $46,423.61. 

b)  Invoice No. 22-064-38 - Planning Services - January 2025 - 02/21/25 -  

     $2,633.88. 

 

Item 7 COMMUNICATION 

 

Item 7A RESIGNATION – COMMUNITY TREE COMMISSION – DAVID ANDREWS 

Prerogative of the Mayor to accept the resignation of David Andrews from the 

Community Tree Commission with regret, and direct that appropriate thanks and 

recognition be sent to Mr. Andrews. 

 

Item 8 NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Prerogative of the Mayor to ask if there is any New Business to come before the City 

Council from the City Council or Administration; and then, to ask members of the 

audience if there is any Public Comment to come before the City Council. 
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Item 9 ADJOURNMENT  

 Upon the conclusion of New Business/Public Comment with no further business to be 

conducted by the City Council, prerogative of the City Council to motion for 

adjournment of tonight’s meeting. 

 

       Respectfully submitted,     

 

 

 

Frank Schulte 

       City Administrator 
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COUNCIL 

02-24-25 – 015 

 

MINUTES OF THE RESCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF GROSSE 

POINTE WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2025, IN THE COUNCIL-

COURTROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA 

DR., GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Mayor Bryant. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Bryant 

Council Members: Brown, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

ABSENT:  None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Schulte 

   Assistant City Administrator Como 

   City Attorney Walling 

   City Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 

   City Clerk Antolin 

   Director of Public Services Kowalski 

             

 

Council, Administration, and the audience Pledged Allegiance to the U.S. Flag. 

 

 

The following Commission members were in attendance: 

 

 Catherine Dumke, Senior Citizens’ Commission 

 Grant Gilezan, Planning Commission 

 Dave Andrews, Citizens’ Recreation Commission 

 Paul Lechner, Community Tree Commission Chair 

 Laura Gaskin, Community Tree Commission Vice Chair 

 Maria Galbo, Community Tree Commission 

 Mary Ellen Meyering, Community Tree Commission Secretary 

 Stevan Skorupski, Community Tree Commission 

 Christina Pitts, Community Tree Commission 

 

 

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed 

on file, and taken in order of appearance. 
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COUNCIL 

02-24-25 – 016 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

Motion by Granger, seconded by Koester, that all items (6A-6F) on the consent agenda be 

approved as presented. 

A.      Appointments/Re-Appointments 

1. Council New Appointments to Commissions, Boards, Committees and 

General Organizations 

a)  Memo 02/24/25 - Administrative Clerk Coyle 

2. Council Re-Appointments to Commissions, Boards, Committees and 

General Organizations 

a) Memo 02/24/25 - Administrative Clerk Coyle 

3. Staff Appointments to the Community Events Committee 

a)  Memo 02/20/25 – Administrative Clerk Coyle 

B.     Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 02/03/25 

2. Committee of the Whole 01/27/25 

C.     Minutes Received and Placed on File 

1. Citizens' Recreation Commission 01/14/25 

2. Tree Commission 12/04/24 with recommendation* 

 *Recommendation requesting that city council direct city administration to 

hire a professional landscape architect to collaborate with the Tree 

Commission to develop a proposal for the replacement of the memorial trees 

at city hall. 

D.      Reports 

1. Monthly Financial Report - January 2025 

2. Grosse Pointe Woods Employees Retirement System – P.A. 202 Actuarial 

Valuation Report 06/30/24 
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COUNCIL 

02-24-25 – 017 

E.      Bids/Proposals/Contracts 

1. Trackless Stump Grinder - Purchase 

a)  Memo 02/11/25 - Director of Public Services Kowalski 

b)  Quote 01/23/25 - Macqueen Equipment, LLC 

2. Mechanic's Tire Machine - Purchase 

a)  Memo 02/11/25 - Director of Public Services Kowalski 

b)  Quote 01/28/25 - Snap-On Inc. 

3. Sidewalk Repair Programs 

a)  Memo 02/11/25 - Director of Public Services Kowalski 

b)  Estimate #89 01/27/25 - James J. Leamon Landscape Design & 

Construction 

4. MCOLES CPE Funds Transfer Request 

a)  Memo 02/11/25 - Director of Public Safety Kosanke 

b)  GL Period Details for MCOLES Training Fund 

5. 2025 Beautification Advisory Commission (BAC) Flower Sale 

a)  Letter 02/10/25 - Melissa Puppos/Toni Feltman (BAC Flower Sale 

Chairpersons) 

6. 2025 Fee Schedule Revisions/Updates 

a)  Memo 02/20/25 - City Clerk Antolin 

b)  Proposed 2025 Fee Schedule 

F.      Claims and Accounts 

1. Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers 

a)  Ghesquiere & Lakefront Park Bldg Renovation - Invoice No. 155657 -  

     Proj. No. 0160-0479 - 01/20/25 - $1,250.00. 

b)  2024 Sewer Rehab by Full Length CIPP LIN - Invoice No. 155767 -  

     Proj. No. 0160-0475 - 01/22/25 - $437.85. 

c)  2024-2025 General Engineering - Invoice No. 155768 - Proj. No.  

     0160-0484 - 01/22/25 - $360.00. 

d)  2024-2025 GIS Maintenance - Invoice No.  155769 - Proj. No. 0160- 

     0485 - 01/22/25 - $973.00. 

e)  2024 Water Reliability Study & AMP - Invoice No. 155770 - Proj. No.  

     0160-0490 - 01/22/25 - $4,400.00. 

f)   Vernier & Mack Ave. Intersection Improvement - Invoice No. 156078  

      - Proj. No. 0160-0455 - 02/06/25 - $6,245.40. 

g)  Hampton Rd. Water Main & Resurface (Mack/Marter) - Invoice No.  

     156079 - Proj. No. 0160-0456 - 02/06/25 - $99.12. 
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COUNCIL 

02-24-25 – 018 

2. Hallahan & Associates, P.C. - Professional Services - Invoice No. 22315 -  

         January 2025 - 02/03/25 - $2,394.51. 

3. Keller Thoma - Legal Services - Invoice No. 127196 - January 2025 -  

         02/01/25 - $525.00. 

4. Rosati, Schultz, Joppich & Amtsbuechler, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice  

         No. 1082941 - January 2025 - 02/11/25 - $5,210.91. 

5. WCA Assessing - Assessing Services - Invoice No. 021725 - March 2025  

         - 02/17/25 - $7,534.41. 

6. York, Dolan & Tomlinson, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice No. 265 -  

          January 2025 - 02/03/25 - $2,015.00 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

Under New Business/Public Comment, no one wished to be heard. 

 

 

Motion by Motschall, seconded by Koester, to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 7:07 p.m.  PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_______________________                         _______________________  

 

Paul P. Antolin                          Arthur W. Bryant 

City Clerk                Mayor 
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COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE 

02/03/25 – 04 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE OF THE CITY OF 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2025, IN THE CONFERENCE 

ROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA DRIVE, 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

 

 

Mayor Bryant called the meeting to order at 7:23 p.m. 

 

 

PRESENT:   Mayor Bryant 

Council Members:  Brown, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

ABSENT:   None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Schulte 

Assistant City Administrator Como 

   City Clerk Antolin 

   City Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 

   Director of Public Services Kowalski 

   Planning Commissioner Vitale, Representing Stucky-Vitale Architects, Inc. 

   Planning Commissioner McNelis, Representing Stucky-Vitale Architects, Inc. 

   Planning Commissioner Gilezan 

   Planning Commissioner Fuller 

   GPW Foundation President Fuller 

       

        

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Brown, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed on 

file, and taken in order of appearance. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

Tonight’s meeting was to discuss the future use of Grosse Pointe Woods City Hall front lawn.  City 

Administrator Schulte provided an overview stating that administration and the mayor have been 

collaborating with John Vitale and James McNelis of Stucky-Vitale Architects, Inc. to enhance and 

create a more resident useful front lawn and to improve the city’s social district.  Three concepts have 

been presented to the Committee for review. 

 

John Vitale stated the three proposed options are conceptual and any new ideas may be piecemealed 

together to best utilize the front lawn of city hall and offer improved community engagement. 
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COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE 

02/03/25 – 05 

 

A major component of the concepts is the installation of an amphitheater near the north end of the front 

lawn.  This would create a gathering place for events such as weddings, meetings, musical 

performances, etc.  Things to consider when designing an amphitheater are the staging and seating 

areas.   

 

Three amphitheater styles were suggested as follows: 

 

1. Flat land with seating on grass.  This has lowest expense and easiest to maintain. 

2. Rolling lawn (grass) for the seating area.   

3. Raised steps for seating, articulates a more defined and formal amphitheater. 

 

The next component of the site plans addressed was the installation of a fire pit near the walkway to 

attract pedestrians.  There may be a covered/uncovered pergola seating area near the fire pit for a 

gathering space. 

 

In addition, a memorial tree location was suggested and various walkway path options were discussed. 

 

The following comments and considerations from the Committee, Planning Commission and the 

GPW Foundation were discussed: 

 

 Amphitheater - Power source for lighting and sound, accessibility 

 Drainage 

 Budget and timing, coordinate with 75th Anniversary events, if possible 

 Walkways, pedestrian walk-thru, accommodate overflows, connect with walking path around 

Ghesquiere Park 

 Use of amphitheater - reservation requirements, rules and regulations, events such as 

weddings, Girl Scouts meetings, bands, etc. 

 Location of Electronic Sign 

 Memorial Tree – Location(s) – on front lawn and possibly in Ghesquiere Park 

 Firepit – placement, safety, seasonal vs. all year, public safety issues including the attraction 

of the homeless, aesthetics 

 Seating area near fire pit – covered/uncovered pergola structure 

 Priorities – From a budget standpoint, which component should be addressed and included 

first 

 

 

There was a consensus of the Committee to begin the design of the front lawn use and include an 

Amphitheater with raised steps (Option A), a covered pergola structure (Option B) and the memorial 

tree and fire pit (Option B).  Additional ideas and concepts may be added and will be presented as the 

project progresses.  A budget and timeline will be proposed for consideration. 

 

 

Under New Business/Public Comment, no one wished to be heard. 
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COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE 

02/03/25 – 05 

 

Motion by Motschall, seconded by McConaghy, that the meeting of the Committee-of-the-Whole be 

adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_________________________                                       _________________________ 

Paul P. Antolin                     Arthur W. Bryant 

City Clerk           Mayor 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: February 28, 2025 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Susan Como, Assistant City Administrator; _,_  

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR CDBG ACTIVITES 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and Wayne County have 
invited communities to participate in the Request for Proposals for the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 2025 Activities Program. Each participating 
community will receive $20,000 to be utilized on qualifying projects and/or public 
service. 

Annually, each community has the option of designating the $20,000 on qualifying 
projects and/or a public service(s) of their choice. 

Once again, it is the intent of most of the Grosse Pointe and Harper Woods 
communities to allocate the total amount or a portion to PAATS and The Helm Life 
Center for senior center operations. 

It is my recommendation that City Council authorize the City Administrator to submit 
the city's 2025 CDBG Application allocating $6,000 (30%) of the $20,000 in CDBG 
public service funds to PAATS for transportation services and the remaining $14,000 
(70%) to The Helm Life Center for senior center operations to Wayne County for 
inclusion in Wayne County's Annual Action Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development by the March 2025 deadline. 

Approved for Council's consideration: 

Frank Schulte, City Administrator 
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City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

County of Wayne 

 

Resolution Approving PY 2025 CDBG RFP/Applications 

 

A rescheduled meeting of the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, County of Wayne, 

State of Michigan (the “City”), was held on March 3, 2025, at 7:00 o’clock p.m., Eastern Standard 

Time. 

 

PRESENT: Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

ABSENT: None 

Motion by _______, seconded by _______, that the following resolution be adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, Wayne County is preparing an Annual Action Plan to meet application 

requirements for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, and 

 
WHEREAS, Wayne County has allocated $20,000.00 to each of the 34 participating 

communities and requested CDBG-eligible projects for inclusion in the Action Plan, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Grosse Pointe Woods found that the following projects meet the federal 

objectives of the CDBG program and are prioritized by the community as high priority need. 

 

Activity Amount 

Senior Services (The Helm Life Center) $14,000.00 

Transportation Services (PAATS) $6,000.00 

                            

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the City of Grosse Pointe Woods CDBG 

RFP/application is hereby authorized to be submitted to Wayne County for inclusion in Wayne County’s 

Annual Action Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and that Frank Schulte, 

City Administrator, is hereby authorized to execute all documents, agreements, or contracts which result 

from these applications to Wayne County. 

 

Made and passed this 3rd day of March, 2025. 

 

I, Paul P. Antolin, the duly authorized City Clerk of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

City Council on March 3, 2025. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  

Paul P. Antolin, City Clerk 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

County of Wayne, Michigan 
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