
 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, November 22, 2022 at 7:00 PM 

Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Council Chambers/Municipal Court, 
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

 (313) 343-2426 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. RECOGNITION OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE/s 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Planning Commission Minutes – 9/27/22 

7. BUILDING OFFICIAL'S MONTHLY REPORT 

8. COUNCIL REPORT/s 

A. October 3rd/17th -  Gilezan 

9. INFORMATION ONLY: Council Representatives for Next Meeting 

A. December 5th & 19th - TBD 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. 20100 Mack Avenue Rezoning Discussion and schedule Public Hearing date. 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF THE CITY OF 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2022, IN THE COUNCIL-COURT 

ROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA, 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chair Fuller.  

 

Roll Call: Chair Fuller 

Planning Commissioners: Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan, McNelis, O’Keefe, Vitale 

Absent: Gerhart, Hamborsky 

Also Present: Building Official, Bruce Eck  

 

MOTION by Gilezan, seconded by Bailey, that absent commissioners be excused from 

tonight’s meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

YES: Bailey, Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, McNelis, O’Keefe, Vitale  

NO: None 

Absent: Gerhart, Hamborsky 

The Planning Commission, Staff, and the Public Pledged Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

MOTION by Gilezan, seconded by Bailey that tonight’s agenda be received and placed on file. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

YES: Bailey, Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, McNelis, O’Keefe, Vitale  

NO: None 

Absent: Gerhart, Hamborsky 

Chair Fuller recognized Council Representative Tom Vaughn, Mayor Bryant, and City 

Administrator Frank Schulte who attended tonight’s meeting. 

 

MOTION by Fenton, seconded by McNelis, that the June 28, 2022 Planning Commission Meeting 

Minutes be approved as submitted. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

YES: Bailey, Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, McNelis, O’Keefe, Vitale  

NO: None 

Absent: Gerhart, Hamborsky 

 

The next item on the agenda was the McKenna Team Introduction. City Manager Schulte 

introduced the firm of McKenna as the firm that was selected to provide building and zoning 

services replacing the former Building Official that had served the City for over 20 years.  He 

explained that the McKenna team has hit the ground running in the building department and 

expects the same for their planning and zoning services. 

 

John Jackson gave a brief overview of the team and have the Planning Commission a handout 

(attached) with a summary of the services McKenna would be providing and the members of the 

McKenna team. 

 

Commissioner O’Keefe requested the contact information for the members of the team in case 
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there were issues that needed to be discussed/reported. 

 

Council Representative Vaughn asked how McKenna handles administrative review of sign 

applications. 

 

Mr. Jackson acknowledged that the City was making changes to their sign ordinance and that the 

team would follow the new ordinance with the understanding the City is looking to streamline the 

review process. 

 

The next item on the agenda was the Building Official’s Monthly Report. 

Mr. Jackson stated that a BS&A report of the activity since McKenna started is available 

(attached) and that at future meetings, McKenna would provide additional insight on the projects 

coming through the Building Department.  

 

The next item on the agenda was the Council Reports. 

• Commissioner O’Keefe reported on the July 11 & 18, 2022 City Council meetings. 

• Commissioner Bailey reported on the August 8 & 15, 2022 City Council meetings. 

• Commissioner Fenton reported on the September 12 & 19, 2022 City Council meetings. 

 

The next item on the agenda was the Council Representatives for October and November City 

Council meetings. Commissioner Gilezan to attend October 3 & 17, 2022, Commissioner 

Hamborsky to attend November 14 & 21, 2022. 

 

Under New Business, the following items were discussed: 

• 2020 Plan: nothing to report 

• Crosswalk: nothing to report 

• Streetscape: nothing to report 

 

Under Public Comment: 

Ms. Margaret Potter, Grosse Pointe Woods, asked when the traffic concerns at the intersection of 

Mack and Vernier were going to be addressed.  She also expressed concern regarding the negative 

visual impact of the flashing/blinking neon lights that some businesses have recently installed. 

 

City Manager Schulte explained that the City was recently awarded a safety grant and along with 

ARPA funds from Wayne County and were looking forward to implementing several 

improvements to the intersection including safe routes to schools related improvements as soon as 

2024. 

 

Building Official Eck encouraged Ms.  Potter to contact the Building Department if she felt there 

were signs that posed a danger to the public or traffic based on the flashing or blinking nature of 

the sign.  He would have someone go and observe the signs to see if there were possible solutions. 

 

MOTION by Bailey, seconded by Vitale to adjourn at 8:09 p.m. Motion carried by the following 

vote: 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

YES: Bailey, Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, McNelis, O’Keefe, Vitale  
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NO: None 

Absent: Gerhart, Hamborsky 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Alicia Warren 

Zoning Administrator 



GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

Phone (313) 343-2440 
 

REZONING APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

• Pre-Application Conference. Developers are encouraged to meet with City staff prior to 
any extensive design work and submission of an application. Pre-application 
conferences will give the City and the developer an opportunity to discover and discuss 
issues and problems that may arise later in the review process. Identification of issues of 
concern and proposed methods of resolving them should help to expedite the review. 
These conferences will make the entire review process more efficient.  

 
An appointment for a pre-application conference can be scheduled by calling the Zoning 
Administrator at (313) 343-2440.  While a pre-application conference is not required, it is 
highly recommended.  Where a pre-application conference does not occur, the 
developer is encouraged to be familiar with all City requirements and to submit a 
complete and fully documented application.   

 
• Only complete applications will be processed.  Incomplete applications will be returned 

to the applicant.  A complete application includes the following list of items pertaining to 
the requested Rezoning: 

 
1. 12 full-sized, folded copies and 1 ledger-sized copy of a scaled, legible 
 illustration with the required details. 

 
 2. A separate detailed written statement fully explaining your request. 
 

3.  Legal description of the property. 
 
4. All appropriate signatures and authorizations. 

 
5. The fee as listed. 

 
• Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant. 
 
• The Planning Commission meets the fourth Thursday of each month, applications are 

due a minimum of 30 days prior to the meeting.  Please note that meeting dates may be 
altered for November and December due to the holidays. 

 
• Rezoning petitions are heard in front of the Planning Commission and then the City 

Council.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to provide revised drawings 4 full-sized, folded 
copies and 1 ledger-sized copy) and other required information for the City Council 
meeting.  Please note that applications may be delayed if submitted on the last filing day 
or if significant issues have not be resolved in a timely manner. 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

Phone (313) 343-2440 
 

REZONING APPLICATION 
 
 
1.  Applicant: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________ 
    Street    City    Zip 
 

Daytime Phone: ________________________ Fax: ______________________ 
 
2.  Property Owner: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:___________________________________________________ 
 

Daytime Phone: ________________________ Fax: ______________________ 
 
3.  Project Manager: (required) __________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________ 
Street    City    Zip 

 
Daytime Phone: _______________________ Fax: _______________________ 

 
Other Phone: _____________________________________________________ 

 
4.  Address of Property: _______________________________________________ 
 
5.  Legal Description of Property: ________________________________________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________________ 
   
  ________________________________________________________________ 
  (or attach a legal boundary description) 
  
6.  Permanent Parcel Number: _______________________________________ 
 
7.  Request: To Rezone From: ____________________ To: __________________ 
 

For the Following Purpose: 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 

Justin Buccellato

20259 Mack Avenue, Suite 2, Grosse Pointe Woods              48236

(313) 432-8109 (313) 924-5792

Daher B. Rahi

503 Lake Shore Rd, Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236

(313) 886-9117

John A. Vitale, AIA, NCARB - Architect

27172 Woodward Avenue, Royal Oak, MI 48067

(248) 546-6700 (248) 546-8454

(313) 516-9810

20100 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 

Lot 90, Fairholme No. 1, according to the plat thereof,

as recorded in Liber 68 of Plats, Page 84, Wayne County Records.

40-012-05-0090-000

P1-Parking RO-1 Restricted Office

Correct property zoning - office. Building has been located on property over

30 years.
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Attach a detailed written statement fully explaining your request. 
 

8. Present Use of Property: ____________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  Attach an Accurate Drawing of the Site Showing: 
 

a) Property boundaries 
b) Existing buildings 
c) Unusual physical features of the site or building  
d) Abutting streets 
e) Existing zoning on adjacent properties 
f) Location of buildings on adjacent properties 

 
10.  Names and Addresses of all other Persons, Firms or Corporations having a 

Legal  or Equitable Interest in the Property: 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant must provide lease, purchase agreement or written authorization from 
Owner. 

 
DECLARATION: 
I, the applicant, do hereby declare that I am the owner, or the authorized agent of the 
owner, of the above, legally described property on which the request is proposed, and 
that the answers given herein are true to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if 
the request is granted, I am in no way relieved from all other applicable requirements of 
the City of Grosse Pointe Woods Zoning Ordinance.   
 
By virtue of my application, I do hereby declare that the appropriate appointed officials 
and City staff responsible for the review of my application are given permission to visit 
and inspect the property regarding my petition in order to determine the suitability of the 
request. 
 
Applicant Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
Filing Fee: $500.00 
  
 

Office

Daher B. Rahi
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10/25/2022



 

 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
INTERNAL TRACKING FORM 

 
 
1. Applicant: ________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Request: _________________________________________________________ 
 
3: Fee: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Dispersed as is Appropriate to the Following Departments for Review and 

Comments with Recommendations: 
 

   
 Date Dispersed  Date Report Received 

BUILDING & ENGINEERING DEPT.   ___________________ 

CITY ATTORNEY (If Applicable)    ___________________  

DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS   ___________________ 

FIRE DEPT.   ___________________ 

PLANNING COMMISSION   ___________________ 

POLICE DEPT.   ___________________ 

COMMUNITY DEV. DEPT. (If Applicable)   ___________________ 

COMMENTS:  
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