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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, December 04, 2023 at 7:30 PM  

 Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Council Chambers/Municipal Court, 
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

 

 (313) 343-2440  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Administrative Memo: November 30, 2023 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

A.      Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 11/20/23 

2. Zoning Board of Appeals 11/20/23 

3. Planning Commission 10/24/23 

B.      Financial Report 

1. FY 2023 Audit Report - Plante Moran 
a.  Annual Comprehensive Financial Report Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2023* 
b.  Financial Report Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2023 - Municipal Court* 

*Please refer to the 12/04/23 Committee-of-the-Whole agenda item 4A. 

C.      Claims and Accounts 

1. McKenna  - Building/Planning Services 
a.  Invoice No. 21849-84 - Building Services - October 2023 - 11/21/23 - $38,042.40. 
b.  Invoice No. 22-064-19 - Planning Services - October 2023 - 11/21/23 - $1,340.00. 

2. Plante Moran -  Professional Services - Invoice No. 10121930 - 11/17/23 - $3,900.00. 

7. PRESENTATION 

A. Oath of Office:  Sergeant Kyle Seidel 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Legal Proceedings:  Christal Lint, Daniel Spies, and Edgar Rinke, Jr. v City of Grosse Pointe 
Woods 
1.  Summons 
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9. NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

10. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. Consideration of a Closed Session, Pursuant to MCL 15.268(e) To consult with its attorney 
regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with specific pending litigation regarding 
DRSN Real Estate GP, LLC vs. City of Grosse Pointe Woods - Docket # 18-000573. 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

Paul P. Antolin, MiPMC 
City Clerk 

 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT) 
POSTED AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS 

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
individuals with disabilities.  All such requests must be made at least five days prior to a 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Grosse 
Pointe Woods by writing or call the City Clerk’s office, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 
48236  (313) 343-2440 or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 313 343-9249 

 

*** NOTE TO PETITIONERS: YOU, OR A REPRESENTATIVE, ARE REQUESTED TO BE IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THE MEETING SHOULD THE COUNCIL HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR REQUEST. *** 
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COUNCIL ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO 

November 30, 2023 
 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Subject: Recommendations for the Regular Council Meeting of December 4, 2023 
 

Item 1 CALL TO ORDER 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to call this meeting to order. 

 

Item 2 ROLL CALL 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to request a Roll Call from the City Clerk. 

 

Item 3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to lead the City Council, Administration, and members of 

the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Item 4 RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to request Commission Members in attendance at tonight’s 

meeting to approach the podium and introduce themselves and the Commission on 

which they serve. 

 

Item 5 ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA 

 Prerogative of the City Council that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed 

on file, and taken in order of appearance. 

 

Item 6 CONSENT AGENDA 

 All items listed under the consent agenda are considered routine by the Council and 

will be enacted by one motion and a second. There will be no separate discussion of 

these items. If discussion of an item is required, it will be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered. One member may request that an item be removed and no 

second is required. 

 

 Prerogative of the City Council to approve all items (6A-6C) listed under the consent 

agenda as presented. 

A.      Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 11/20/23 

2. Zoning Board of Appeals 11/20/23 

3.   Planning Commission 10/24/23 

B.      Financial Report 

1. FY 2023 Audit Report - Plante Moran 

a.  Annual Comprehensive Financial Report Fiscal Year Ended June 30,  

     2023* 

b.  Financial Report Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2023 - Municipal Court* 
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*Please refer to the 12/04/23 Committee-of-the-Whole agenda item 4A. 

C.      Claims and Accounts 

1. McKenna - Building/Planning Services 

a.  Invoice No. 21849-84 - Building Services - October 2023 - 11/21/23 -  

     $38,042.40. 

b.  Invoice No. 22-064-19 - Planning Services - October 2023 - 11/21/23 -  

     $1,340.00. 

2. Plante Moran - Professional Services - Invoice No. 10121930 - 11/17/23 -  

     $3,900.00. 

 

Item 7           PRESENTATION 

 

Item 7A        OATH OF OFFICE:  SERGEANT KYLE SEIDEL 

         Prerogative of the City Council to direct the City Clerk to administer the Oath of  

         Office to Sergeant Kyle Seidel. 

 

Item 8           COMMUNICATION 

 

Item 8A         LEGAL PROCEEDINGS: CHRISTAL LINT, DANIEL SPIES, AND EDGAR  

          RINKE, JR. V CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 

          Prerogative of the City Council to receive these legal proceedings and forward to the  

          City Attorney for further processing. 

 

Item 9 NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Prerogative of the Mayor to ask if there is any New Business to come before the City 

Council from the City Council or Administration; and then, to ask members of the 

audience if there is any Public Comment to come before the City Council. 

 

Item 10 CLOSED SESSION (Requires motion with roll call vote) 

Consideration of a Closed Session, Pursuant to MCL 15.268(e) To consult with its 

attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with specific pending 

litigation DRSN Real Estate GP, LLC vs. City of Grosse Pointe Woods – Docket # 

18-000573. 

 

Item 11 ADJOURNMENT  

 Upon the conclusion of the Closed Session with no further business to be conducted by 

the City Council, prerogative of the City Council to motion for adjournment of tonight’s 

meeting. 

 

       Respectfully submitted,     

 

 

 

Frank Schulte 

       City Administrator 
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COUNCIL 

11-20-23 – 103 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF GROSSE 

POINTE WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2023, IN THE COUNCIL-

COURTROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA 

DR., GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor Bryant. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Bryant 

Council Members: Brown, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 

ABSENT:  Koester (Arrived at 8:20 p.m.) 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Schulte 

   Assistant City Administrator Como 

   City Attorney Tomlinson 

   Treasurer/Comptroller Murphy 

   City Clerk Antolin 

   City Planner Wolf 

   McKenna Representative Jackson 

   City Engineer Pangori 

   Director of Public Services Kowalski 

 

 

Motion by Vaughn, seconded by McConaghy, that Councilmember Koester be excused from 

tonight’s meeting. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 

No:  None 

Absent: Koester 

       

     

Council, Administration, and the audience Pledged Allegiance to the U.S. Flag. 

 

 

The following Commission member was in attendance: 

 

 Catherine Dumke, Senior Citizens’ Commission 

 Grant Gilezan, Planning Commission 

 

5



  

 

 

 

2 

COUNCIL 

11-20-23 – 104 

 

Motion by Granger, seconded by Vaughn, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed 

on file, and taken in order of appearance. 
 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 

No:  None 

Absent: Koester 

 

 

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that all items (6A-6D) on the Consent Agenda be 

approved as presented.   

 

The following two items were removed from the consent agenda and placed on the regular agenda: 

 

 Item 6A3 – Citizens’ Recreation Commission minutes – requested by Mayor Bryant  

 Item 6D2 – Giffels Webster Invoice # 130275 – requested by Councilmember McConaghy 

 

A.      Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 11/13/23 

2. Committee-of-the-Whole 11/13/23 

3. Citizens' Recreation Commission 10/10/23 with recommendations (*Removed 

from the consent agenda and placed on the regular agenda) 

4. Historical Commission 06/08/23 

*Approved all minutes listed on the consent agenda 

B.      Monthly Financial Report 

1. October 2023 - *Referred to the Finance Committee 

C.      Resolution 

1. Public Act 152 - To Adopt the Annual Exemption Option 

*Resolution adopted 

D.      Claims and Accounts 

1. Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers 

a.  Vernier Rd. Water Main Replacement - Invoice# 146788 - Proj.# 0160-0446  

     - 11/01/23 - $10,152.45. 

b.  Hampton Rd. Water Main & Resurface (Mack/Marter) - Invoice# 146790 -  

     Proj.# 0160-0456 - 11/01/23 - $2,564.36. 
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COUNCIL 

11-20-23 – 105 

c.  Roslyn Rd. Water Main & Resurface (Mack/Marter) - Invoice# 146791 -  

     Proj.# 0160-0464 - 11/01/23 - $10,582.79. 

d.  2023 Sewer Rehab Program - Invoice# 146792 - Proj.# 0160-0468 -  

     11/01/23 - $3,235.88. 

e.  2023 Sidewalk Repair Program - Invoice# 146793 - Proj.# 0160-0470 -  

     11/01/23 - $1,373.98. 

f.   2023-2024 General Engineering - Invoice# 146794 - Proj.#0160-0472 -  

     11/01/23 - $1,704.90. 

g.  Torrey Rd. Pump Station Generator - Invoice# 146795 - Proj.#0160-0473 -  

     11/01/23 - $46,400.00. 

h.  Vernier & Mack Ave. Intersection Improvement - Invoice# 146838 - Proj.#  

     0160-0455 - 11/01/23 - $30,000.00. 

i.   2023 Sewer Cleaning and CCTV Investigation Program - Proj.# 0160-0467 -  

     Pay Estimate No. 1 - Corby Energy Services, Inc. - 11/09/23 - $54,090.70. 

j.   2023 Sewer Rehabilitation by Full Length CIPP Lining - Proj.# 0160-0468 -  

     Pay Estimate No. 1 - Insituform Technologies USA, LLC - 11/10/23 -  

     $67,327.62. 

k.  Roslyn Rd. Water Main & Resurfacing Project - Proj.# 0160-0464 - Pay  

     Estimate No. 2 - Pamar Enterprises, Inc. - 11/10/23 - $519,930.90. 

l.   Hampton Rd. Water Main & Resurfacing Project - Proj.# 0160-0456 - Pay  

     Estimate No. 6 - Pamar Enterprises, Inc. - 11/10/23 - $24,655.65. 

2. Giffels Webster - Professional Services - GPW Master Plan Update - Invoice# 

130275 - Proj.# 2034600 - 11/07/23 - $4,625.00. (*Removed from the consent 

agenda and placed on the regular agenda) 

3. WCA Assessing - Assessing Services - Invoice# 111523 - December 2023 - 

11/15/23 - $7,175.58. 

         *Approved all invoices on the consent agenda 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 

No:  None 

Absent: Koester 

 

 

The following two items were removed from the consent agenda for discussion: 

 

1) Item 6A3 - Citizens' Recreation Commission 10/10/23 with recommendations 
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COUNCIL 

11-20-23 – 106 

 

Motion by Gafa, seconded by McConaghy, that the October 10, 2023 minutes of the Citizens’ 

Recreation Commission be approved, but the recommendation for the $850.00 Commission 

Member clothing allowance will be discussed at a future Committee-of-the-Whole meeting. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 

No:  None 

Absent: Koester 

 

 

2) Item 6D2 – Giffels Webster Invoice# 130275 

 

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Vaughn, that the City Council approve item 6D2 regarding 

the Giffels Webster Invoice# 130275 in the amount of $4,625.00. 

 

City Administration provided clarification regarding the invoice. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 

No:  None 

Absent: Koester 

 

 

The City Council recessed the Regular City Council Meeting and convened as a Zoning Board of 

Appeals at 7:11 p.m.  Upon conclusion of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, the City Council 

reconvened at 8:29 p.m. 

 

 

Under New Business, no one wished to be heard. 

 

 

Under Public Comment, the following individuals were heard: 

 Stevan Skorupski, 19970 Norton Ct. – Addressed the abundance of one-way signs on Mack 

Ave. and the trees of the city regarding its maintenance and upkeep. 

 

 

Motion by Gafa, seconded by McConaghy, to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 8:32 p.m.  PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
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COUNCIL 

11-20-23 – 107 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_______________________   _______________________  

 

Paul P. Antolin    Arthur W. Bryant 

City Clerk     Mayor 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
11-20-23 – 4 

 
MINUTES OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2023, IN THE COUNCIL/COURTROOM OF THE 
ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA DR., GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS, MICHIGAN. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. by Mayor Bryant. 
 
Roll Call:    Mayor Bryant 
Council members:  Brown, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
Absent:  Koester 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Schulte 
   Assistant City Administrator Como 
   Treasurer/Comptroller Murphy 
   City Attorney Tomlinson 
   City Clerk Antolin 
   Director of Public Services Kowalski 
   City Engineer Pangori 
   Assistant Planner Wolf 
   McKenna Representative Jackson 
 
 
Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that Councilmember Koester, be excused from 
tonight’s meeting.    
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
 
 
Motion by Brown, seconded by Gafa, that all items on tonight’s agenda be received, placed 
on file, including the comments and letters received tonight and taken in the order of 
appearance. 
  
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
 
 
THE MEETING WAS THEREUPON OPENED AT 7:13 P.M. FOR A ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
HEARING UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF MICHIGAN ZONING ENABLING ACT PA 110 OF 2006, 
MCL 125.3101 ET SEQ, TO HEAR THE APPEAL OF RUSSELL SANDS, 551 ROSLYN ROAD, WHO 
IS APPEALING THE SIDE YARD SETBACK REQUIREMENTS, DUE TO NONCOMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 50-3.1.A.4 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE.  A VARIANCE IS THEREFORE REQUIRED. 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
11-20-23 – 5 

 
Secretary’s Note: for purposes of the Zoning Board of Appeal hearing, the following items 
were presented to, and received by, the Zoning Board of Appeals for consideration: 
 

1)    ZBA Review 11/10/23 -  Senior Planner/Assistant Planner 
2)    Building Permit Application 
3)    Email 10/06/23 - Assistant Planner 
4)    Letter 10/19/23 - Accessible environments, LLC 
5)    Application to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
6)    Proposed Accessible Addition/Renovations Plan 
7)    Memo 11/15/23 - Department of Public Safety 
8)    Memo 11/15/23 - Director of Public Works 
9)    Receipt of Payment 
10)  Affidavit of Property Owners Notified 
11)  Parcel/Aerial Maps (2) 
12)  Affidavit of Legal Publication 

 
Assistant Planner Wolf provided an overview of the Petitioner’s request in accordance with 
her Zoning Board of Appeals review dated November 10, 2023. 
 
The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in favor of the proposed 
request.  The following individual was heard: 
 

 Donald Szczepanski, Accessible Environments, LLC 
 
The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in opposition to the proposed 
request.  Nobody wished to be heard. 
 
 
Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Granger, that the public hearing be closed at 7:22 p.m.  
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Motion by Brown, seconded by McConaghy, regarding Zoning Board of Appeals: Russell 
Sands, 551 Roslyn Rd., that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant a variance from the side yard 
setback requirements of Sec. 50-3.1.A.4, as a case can be made to justify the findings of 
practical difficulty as described in the variance standards. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
 
 
THE MEETING WAS THEREUPON OPENED AT 7:27 P.M. FOR A ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
HEARING UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF MICHIGAN ZONING ENABLING ACT PA 110 OF 2006, 
MCL 125.3101 ET SEQ, TO HEAR THE APPEAL OF JAMES KALICH JR., 1398 ANITA AVENUE, 
WHO IS REQUESTING A VARIANCE FOR A BUILDING ADDITION TO LEGAL  
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
11-20-23 – 6 

 
NONCONFORMING HOME. PER SECTION 50-7.16 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE, A VARIANCE 
IS THEREFORE REQUIRED. 
 
Motion by Granger, seconded by Gafa, to receive and place on file the following 
communications pertaining to this variance request: 

1)     ZBA Review 11/09/23 -  Senior Planner/Assistant Planner 
2)     Building Permit Application 
3)     Builder Registration Form/Certificate of Liability 
4)     Email 10/03/23 - Assistant Planner 
5)     Letter of Intent - 10/30/23 
6)     Application to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
7)     Site Plan 
8)     Memo 11/15/23 - Department of Public Safety 
9)     Memo 11/15/23 - Director of Public Services 
10)   Receipt of Payment 
11)    Affidavit of Property Owners Notified 
12)   Parcel/Aerial Maps (2) 
13)   Affidavit of Legal Publication 

 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
 
Assistant Planner Wolf provided an overview of the Petitioner’s request in accordance with 
her Zoning Board of Appeals review dated November 9, 2023. 
 
The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in favor of the proposed 
request.  The following individual was heard: 
 

 James Kalich, 1398 Anita Avenue 
 
The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in opposition to the proposed 
request.  Nobody wished to be heard. 
 
 
Motion by Vaughn, seconded by Granger, that the public hearing be closed at 7:32 p.m.  
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Motion by Gafa, seconded by McConaghy, regarding Zoning Board of Appeals: James Kalich 
Jr., 1398 Anita Avenue, that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant a variance from section 50-
7.16 to enlarge a legal nonconforming residential structure, based upon the application and 
site plans submitted by the applicant a case can be made to justify the findings of a practical 
difficulty as described in the review letter.  
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
11-20-23 – 7 

 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
 
 
THE MEETING WAS THEREUPON OPENED AT 7:35 P.M. FOR A ZONING BOARD OF APPEAL 
HEARING UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF MICHIGAN ZONING ENABLING ACT PA 110 OF 2006, 
MCL 125.3101 ET SEQ, TO HEAR THE APPEAL OF NICHOLAS & ALANNA AVOURIS, 707 
NORTH RENAUD ROAD, WHO IS APPEALING LOT COVERAGE, FIRST FLOOR ELEVATION AND 
SIDE YARD SETBACK REQUIREMENTS, DUE TO NONCOMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 50-
3.1.A.4 AND 50-5.20, OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE.  VARIANCES ARE THEREFORE 
REQUIRED. 
 
Assistant Planner Wolf provided an overview of the Petitioner’s request in accordance with 
her Zoning Board of Appeals review dated November 15, 2023. 
However, in the last review it was discovered the zoning ordinance allows the reduction of 
side yard space based on the average of the properties on the block.  There were enough 
sketch plans on file from adjacent properties to conclude that the side yard setback is in 
compliance with zoning ordinance.  Therefore, only two variances are required for the lot 
coverage and first floor elevation. 
 
 
Motion by Granger, seconded by Vaughn, to receive and place on file the following 
communications pertaining to this variance request including the additional documents 
received tonight: 

1)     ZBA Review 11/15/23 -  City Planner 
2)     Building Permit Application 
3)     Revised Building Permit Application 
4)     Letter of Intent 10/27/23 - Nicholas & Alanna Avouris 
5)     Application to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
6)     Site Plan 
7)     Site Plans with notes (2) 
8)     Memo 11/15/23 - City Engineer 
9)     Memo 11/15/23 - Department of Public Safety 
10)   Memo 11/15/23 - Director of Public Services 
11)   Receipt of Payment 
12)   Affidavit of Property Owners Notified 
13)   Parcel/Aerial Maps (2) 
14)   Affidavit of Legal Publication 
15)   Email 11/17/23 - Elizabeth and John Dallas 
16)   Email 11/17/23 - Laura Peeples 

 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
11-20-23 – 8 

 
The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in favor of the proposed 
request.  The following individual was heard: 
 

 Eric Shepherd, 24055 Jefferson Ave. Suite 2000, St. Clair Shores 
 
The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in opposition to the proposed 
request.  The following individuals were heard: 
 

 Rob Musial, 806 N. Renaud Rd. 

 Richard Linnell, 2804 Orchard Lake Rd., Keego Harbor 

 Mark Wilamowski, 742 N. Renaud Rd. 

 Andrea Wilamowski, 742 N. Renaud Rd. 

 Dan Spies, 727 N. Renaud Rd. 

 Christal Lint, 727 N. Renaud Rd. 

 Patricia Fayad, 762 N. Renaud Rd. 

 Ed Rinke, 633 N. Renaud Rd. 

 
Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that the public hearing be closed at 8:08 p.m.  
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Motion by Vaughn, seconded by McConaghy, regarding Zoning Board of Appeals: Nicholas 
and Alanna Avouris, 707 North Renaud Road, that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant the 
variances for Section 50-3.1.A (Lot Coverage) and Section 50-5.20 (First Floor Elevation) with 
the stipulations that no further accessory building be permitted on the property or no further 
action is taken to increase the lot coverage; and based on the following: 
 

1. The applicant has provided evidence as to why they satisfy each of the required 
variance standards. 
 

2. Strict compliance with the ordinance prevents improvement of the property in a 
manner which is reasonable, customary and consistent with other properties in the 
area. 

 
3. Strict compliance with the ordinance causes practical difficulty due to significant or 

unjustified expense in light of the scope of the project and its current stage of 
completion. 

 
4. The practical difficulty with compliance was not created as a result of any action taken 

by the applicant which was unlawful, or which could have been reasonably foreseen 
to create difficulty in complying with the ordinance.  The owner hired an architect to 
prepare and submit the plans for approval. 

 
 

14



ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
11-20-23 – 9 

 
5. Strict compliance with the ordinance causes practical difficulty due to significant or 

unjustified expense in light of the approval of the plans more than a year ago and 
substantial expenditures by the owner to build in accordance with the plans. 

 
City Engineer Pangori briefly discussed the proposed grading plan.  Assistant Planner Wolf 
answered questions from Council. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  Gafa, Granger 
Absent: Koester 
 
 
Nobody wished to be heard under New Business/Public Comment. 
 
 
Motion by Granger, seconded by Vaughn, that tonight’s meeting minutes be immediately 
certified. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, McConaghy, Vaughn 
No:  None 
Absent: Koester 
 
 
Motion by Granger, seconded by McConaghy, that tonight’s meeting be adjourned at 8:17 
p.m.  PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul P. Antolin 
City Clerk 
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RECEIVED 

NOV 0 1 2023 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

Corn Ifni 	on Appyo-vd IV oveertheic 8, ao;Ls 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
10/24/23 - 23 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF THE CITY OF 
GROSSE POINTE WOODS HELD ON OCTOBER 24, 2023, IN THE COUNCIL-COURT 
ROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA, 
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Chair Gerhart. 

Roll Call: 	 Chair Gerhart 
Commission Members: Fuller, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
Absent: 	 Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan, Hamborsky 
Also Present: 	City Planner, Brigitte Smith 

Recording Secretary Miotto 
Council Member Vaughn 

MOTION by McNelis, seconded by Vitale, to excuse Commission Members Bailey, Fenton, 
Gilezan and Hamborsky from attendance at tonight's meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan, Hamborsky 

The Planning Commission, staff, and the public, Pledged Allegiance to the U. S. Flag. 

MOTION by Fuller, seconded by McNelis, that tonight's agenda be received and placed on 
file. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan, Hamborsky 

Chair Gerhart recognized Commission member and Council Representative in attendance: 

• Catherine Dumke, Senior Citizens' Commission 
• Council Member Vaughn 

Commission member Hamborsky arrived at 7:05 pm. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
10/24/23 — 24 

MOTION by Vitale, seconded by Fuller, that the September 26, 2023, Planning Commission 
meeting minutes be approved as presented. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, Hamborsky, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan 

The first item on the agenda was the Sign Ordinance Review Discussion. Continued 
discussion from previous meetings. City Planner Smith provided a summary of what is being 
recommended related to temporary signs, both commercial and residential, and lighting for any 
type of sign. Time, quantity, and size of commercial and residential signs were discussed. 
Concensus was reached that the ordinance should include parameters around time, quantity 
and size of signs. Chair Gerhart requested that City Attorney Tomlinson attend the next 
meeting. Illuminated signs were discussed including a halo effect that projects light on the 
surface of the building itself. The Commission requested City Planner Smith provide a graphic 
representation of these signs and a method of measuring the light for code enforcement. 
Measurement methods for sign illumination should be reviewed. The color scheme of lights 
and quantity of lights on commercial buildings was also discussed. City Planner Smith will 
provide recommended language at the next meeting. 

MOTION by Vitale, seconded by Fuller, that the Planning Commission postpose this until the 
November 2023 meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, Hamborsky, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan 

The next item on the agenda was Off-Street Parking Requirements (50-5.3). City Planner 
Smith provided an overview of the updated recommended amendment to the zoning ordinance 
to allow for reasonable flexibility in the off-street parking requirements in two ways: 1) Parking 
Waivers. The Zoning Administrator and Planning Commission would have the ability to grant 
waivers in off-street parking requirements, provided that there is no reduction in the number of 
spaces reserved for persons with disabilities. The Building/Planning Department may waive up 
to 10% of the total site parking. If parking space reduction is more than 10% of the total site 
parking, then a public hearing is required. The Planning Commission has final authority over 
granting parking waivers. 
2) Shared Parking Agreements. In all non-residential and mixed-use zones, private parking 
facilities may be shared by multiple users whose activities are not normally conducted during the 
same hours, or when hours of peak use vary. Discussion was had around across the street 
parking. City Planner Smith will provide additional recommendations related to circular drive 
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restrictions, and Sec. 50-5.5 restriction for 90-degree parking to less than the stated 25'-0", and 
accommodations for compact parking. 

MOTION by Fuller, seconded by McNelis, that the Planning Commission schedule a Public 
Hearing on the off-street parking zoning ordinance amendment for November. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, Hamborsky, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan 

The next item on the agenda were the Building Official's Monthly Report for October 
2023. 

MOTION by Vitale, seconded by Fuller, to receive and place on file. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, Hamborsky, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan 

The next item on the agenda were the Council Reports for October 2 and October 16. 

Chair Gerhart reported that Commissioner Fenton was granted a leave of absence while he is 
interim Superintendent of the Grosse Pointe Public School System. There were no other issues 
of interest to the Planning Commission. Commission member Gilezan will attend November 
Council meetings. 

There was no New Business. 

Under Old Business, it was requested that the Giffels-Webster Master Plan Survey be 
emailed to the business owners. 

Under Public Comment, the following were heard: 

• Margaret Potter — 1834 Allard, on off street parking. 
• Wilson Moin — 1956 Allard, in opposition of raised garden boxes. 
• Nadia Anusbigian — 1953 Allard, in opposition of front yard planter boxes, and code 

enforcement. 
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• Kimberly Moin — 1956 Allard, provided photos and spoke about lack of code 
enforcement on yard maintenance and in opposition of front yard raised planter boxes. 

MOTION by Fuller, seconded by 0-Keefe, to adjourn at 8:38 p.m. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Gerhart, Hamborsky, McNelis, O'Keefe, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Bailey, Fenton, Gilezan 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gretchen Miotto 
Clerk's Confidential Administrative Assistant & Recording Secretary 
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November 21, 2023 

Invoice No: 	21849 - 84 

HEADQUARTERS 
235 East Main Street 0 248.596.0920 
Suite 105 F 248.596.0930 

Northville, Michigan 48167 MCK A.0 0M 
MCKENNA 

Frank Schulte 

City Administrator 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

20025 Mack Plaza 

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

Project 
	

21849 	 Grosse Pointe Woods Building Services 

Professional Services from October 1, 2023 to October 31, 2023  

RECEIVED 
NOV 2 9 2023 

CITY op GROSSE POfNTE 
WOODS CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

Building Department Services - 85% of Revenue 

Contract Amount 

Number of Permit Revenue 	 45,344.00 

Fee Each 	 .85 

Total Fee 	 38,542.40 

Total Fee 	 $38,542.40 

Vehicle Credit 	 (500.00) 

Total 
	

($500.00) 

General Zoning/Administration 

General Zoning/Administration professional services. 

Hours 	 Amount 

Assistant Planner 

19.00 

Total 	 0.00 

Invoice Total 	 $38,042.40 

Outstanding Invoices 

Number 

82 

Total 

	

Date 	Balance 

	

10/18/2023 	40,186.27 

NV21. 	
$40,186.27 

torn t 48, 0,Q 

THANK YOU. Please remit to above address and indicate project number on voucher. 

\(\ 	291 

-23 
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PROSE PONTEINO 
CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS 
235 Eost Main Street 0 248.5960920 
Suite 105 F 248.596.0930 

Northville, Michigan 48167 MCK A .COM 
MCKENNA 

November 21, 2023 

Invoice No: 	22-064 - 19 Frank Schulte 

City Administrator 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

20025 Mack Plaza 

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

Project 	 22-064 	 Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Services 

Professional Services from October 1, 2023 to October 31, 2023  

Professional Hourly Services 

	

Hours 	Rate 	 Amount 

President 

	

1.00 	150.00 	 150.00 

Prepare for and attend October 16, 2023 City Council Meeting. 

Assistant Planner 

	

3.00 	85.00 	 255.00 

Address questions from applicants. Address questions for signage at 
19733 Mack. Review the proposed site plan for 19980 Wedgewood. 
Discuss zoning review of 1488 Hampton with the construction project 
manager. 

	

1.00 	85.00 	 85.00 

Conduct zoning review of 1992 Anita. 

	

3.50 	85.00 	 297.50 

Prepare for and attend the October 24, 2023 Planning Commission 
Meeting. 

	

1.00 	85.00 	 85.00 

Prepare, distribute, and revise the agenda for the October 24, 2023 
Planning Commission Meeting. 

	

2.50 	85.00 

Prepare materials for the sign ordinance review and the packet for the 
October 24, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting. Distribute the Planning 
Commission Packet. 

	

1.50 	85.00 

Prepare public notices for 707 N Renaud, 551 Roslyn, and 1389 Anita for 
the November 20, 2023 ZBA Meeting. 

	

1.50 	85.00 

Prepare the zoning ordinance amendments on parking requirements. 

Total 

212.50 

127.50 

127.50 

$1,340.00 

Outstanding Invoices 

Number 	 Date 	Balance 

18 	 10/17/2023 	2,629.50 

Total 

	

1(L012_3 	
$2,629.50 

THANK YOU. Please remit to above address and indicate project number on 

voucher. 

Invoice Total 	 $1,340.00 

lot -yi‘ wcoo 

if \f\ 	t t p...1 

rsi 	0=7 21



Plante Moran 

Audit Fee Distribution 

23-24 

3rd pmt 

Inv. 64954 

101-193-818.000 
	

3,000 

101-286-818.000 
	

900 

TOTAL 
	

3,900 

plante moral') 

INVOICE 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
20025 Mack Plaza Drive 
Grosse Pte. Woods, MI 48236 
United States of America  

Plante & Moran, PLLC 
1098 Woodward Avenue 

Detroit, MI 48226 
Tel:+1 (248) 3522500 

Date: 11/17/2023 
Client No: 64954 
Invoice No: 10121930 
Page: 1 

For Professional Services Rendered 

Final bill for services rendered in connection with the June 30, 2023 City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
financial statement audit engagement. (Invoice allocation — City $3,000 — Court $900) 3,900.00 

Balance Due 	 $3,900.00 USD 

RECEIVED 
NOV 2 7 2023 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE 
w000s CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

tk 	t2,0, 

S 	U - tY2 92)  

Remittance Information: 

Check:  

Plante & Moran PLLC 
16060 Collections Center 
Drive 
Chicago, IL 60693 

Wire Transfer:  

Bank of America 

026009593 

100 West 33rd Street 
New York, NY 10001 

9890996003 

Plante & Moran, PLLC  

ACH:  

Bank of America 

071000039 

1401 Elm Street 2nd Floor 
Dallas, TX 75202 

9890996003 

Plante & Moran, PLLC 

Bank 

Routing/ABA# 

Bank Address 

Account Number 

Account Name 

Client Payment Portal: 
	

https://www.plantemoran.com/client-payment-portal  
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