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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, January 06, 2025 at 7:00 PM  

 Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center - Council Chambers/Municipal Court, 
20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

 

 (313) 343-2440  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Administrative Memo: January 2, 2025 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

A.      Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 12/16/24 

2. Committee-of-the-Whole 12/16/24 with recommendation 

B.      Bids/Proposals/Contracts 

1. Contribution to Retiree Healthcare Trust Fund 
a)  Memo 01/06/25 - Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 

2. Ghesquiere Park Ball Diamonds Upgrades 
a)  Committee-of-the-Whole Minutes Excerpt 12/06/24 
b)  Memo 12/11/24 - Director of Public Services Kowalski with attachments 

C.      Claims and Accounts 

1. McKenna - Planning Services - Invoice No. 22-064-35 - Planning Services - November 
2024 - 12/20/24 - $652.50. 

2. Plante Moran - Professional Services - Invoice No. 10361537 - Final Bill for June 30, 2024 
Financial Statement Audit Engagement/New Auditing Standards SAS 143 & 145/General 
Accounting Consulting - 12/13/24 - $9,665.00. 

7. COMMUNICATION 

A. Resignation - Senior Citizens' Commission - Janet Weber 
1)  Email 01/02/25 - Councilmember Granger 

8. NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
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Paul P. Antolin, MiPMC 
City Clerk 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT) 
POSTED AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS 

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
individuals with disabilities.  All such requests must be made at least five days prior to a 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Grosse 
Pointe Woods by writing or call the City Clerk’s office, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 
48236  (313) 343-2440 or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 313 343-9249 

 

*** NOTE TO PETITIONERS: YOU, OR A REPRESENTATIVE, ARE REQUESTED TO BE IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THE MEETING SHOULD THE COUNCIL HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR REQUEST. *** 
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COUNCIL ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO 

January 2, 2025 

 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Subject: Recommendations for the Regular Council Meeting of January 6, 2025 
 

Item 1 CALL TO ORDER 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to call this meeting to order. 

 

Item 2 ROLL CALL 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to request a Roll Call from the City Clerk. 

 

Item 3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to lead the City Council, Administration, and members of 

the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Item 4 RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 Prerogative of the Mayor to request Commission Members in attendance at tonight’s 

meeting to approach the podium and introduce themselves and the Commission on 

which they serve. 

 

Item 5 ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA 

 Prerogative of the City Council that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed 

on file, and taken in order of appearance. 

 

Item 6 CONSENT AGENDA 

 All items listed under the consent agenda are considered routine by the Council and 

will be enacted by one motion and a second. There will be no separate discussion of 

these items. If discussion of an item is required, it will be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered. One member may request that an item be removed and no 

second is required. 

 

 Prerogative of the City Council to approve all items (6A-6C) listed under the consent 

agenda as presented. 

A.     Approval of Minutes 

1. Council 12/16/24 

2. Committee-of-the-Whole 12/16/24 with recommendation* 

*Recommendation to approve the upgrades for Baseball Diamonds at     

  Ghesquiere Park including additional dugouts for the Senior Ball  

  Diamond. 
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B.     Bids/Proposals/Contracts 

1. Contribution to Retiree Healthcare Trust Fund 

a)  Memo 01/06/25 - Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 

2. Ghesquiere Park Ball Diamonds Upgrades 

a)  Committee-of-the-Whole Minutes Excerpt 12/06/24 

b)  Memo 12/11/24 - Director of Public Services Kowalski with  

     attachments 

C.      Claims and Accounts 

1. McKenna - Planning Services - Invoice No. 22-064-35 - Planning 

Services - November 2024 - 12/20/24 - $652.50. 

2. Plante Moran - Professional Services - Invoice No. 10361537 - Final Bill 

for June 30, 2024 Financial Statement Audit Engagement/New Auditing 

Standards SAS 143 & 145/General Accounting Consulting - 12/13/24 - 

$9,665.00. 

 

Item 7 COMMUNICATION 

 

Item 7A RESIGNATION – SENIOR CITIZENS’ COMMISSION – JANET WEBER 
 Prerogative of the Mayor to accept the resignation of Janet Weber from the Senior Citizens’ 

Commission with regret, and direct that appropriate thanks and recognition be sent to Ms. 

Weber. 
 

Item 8 NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Prerogative of the Mayor to ask if there is any New Business to come before the City 

Council from the City Council or Administration; and then, to ask members of the 

audience if there is any Public Comment to come before the City Council. 

 

Item 9 ADJOURNMENT  

 Upon the conclusion of New Business/Public Comment with no further business to be 

conducted by the City Council, prerogative of the City Council to motion for 

adjournment of tonight’s meeting. 

 

       Respectfully submitted,     

 

 

 

Frank Schulte 

       City Administrator 

4



  

 

 

 

1 

COUNCIL 

12-16-24 – 112 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF GROSSE 

POINTE WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024, IN THE COUNCIL-

COURTROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 MACK PLAZA 

DR., GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor Bryant. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Bryant 

Council Members: Brown, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

ABSENT:  None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Schulte 

   Assistant City Administrator Como 

   City Attorney Zalewski 

   City Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 

   City Clerk Antolin 

   Director of Public Services Kowalski 

   Director of Public Safety Kosanke 

       

 

Council, Administration, and the audience Pledged Allegiance to the U.S. Flag. 

 

 

The following Commission members were in attendance: 

 

 Catherine Dumke, Senior Citizens’ Commission 

 Chris Fenton, Planning Commission 

 

 

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Gafa, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, placed 

on file, and taken in order of appearance. 
 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 
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COUNCIL 

12-16-24 – 113 

 

Motion by Granger, seconded by Koester, that all items (6A-6G) on the Consent Agenda be 

approved as presented excerpt item 6C3 (11/06/24 Tree Commission Minutes), which has 

been removed and placed on the regular agenda for discussion. 

 

A.      Re-Appointments 
1. Citizen/Council Re-Appointments to Commissions and Boards 

a)  Memo 12/13/24 - Administrative Clerk Coyle 

 

B.      Approval of Minutes 
1. Council 12/02/24 

2. Committee-of-the-Whole 12/02/24 

 

C.      Commission Minutes to be Received and Placed on File 
1. Citizens' Recreation Commission 11/12/24 

2. Planning Commission 11/19/24 

3. Tree Commission 11/06/24 

 

D.      Monthly Financial Report 
1. November 2024 

 

E.      Adoption of 2024 Grosse Pointe Woods Master Plan 

1. 2024 Grosse Pointe Woods Master Plan 

a)  Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Excerpt 10/29/24 

b)  2024 GPW Master Plan 

 

F.      Bids/Proposals/Contracts 

1. License Plate Reader Project 

a)  Memo 12/12/24 - Director of Public Safety Kosanke 

b)  Letter 12/09/24 - Daniel Jensen (Grosse Pointe Public Safety  

      Foundation) 

c)  Quote MCF-0089-01 10/02/24 - Actron Integrated Security Systems,  

      Inc. 

 

G.      Claims and Accounts 
1. Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. (AEW) - City Engineers 

a)  Water System CDSMI - Invoice No. 154540 - Proj. No. 0160-0461 -  

     11/25/24 - $756.20. 

b)  2024 Miscellaneous Concrete Program - Invoice No. 154541 - Proj.  

     No. 0160-0477 - 11/25/24 - $5,498.62. 
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COUNCIL 

12-16-24 – 114 

 

c)  Ghesquiere Park Walking Path - Invoice No. 154542 - Proj. No. 0160- 

     0482 - 11/25/24 - $11,431.00. 

d)  2024-2025 General Engineering - Invoice No. 154543 -  Proj. No.  

     0160-0484 - 11/25/24 - $943.20. 

e)  2024-2025 GIS Maintenance - Invoice No. 154544 - Proj. No. 0160- 

     0485 - 11/25/24 - $1,882.58. 

f)  Ghesquiere & Lake Front Park Bldg Renovation - Invoice No. 154879  

     - Proj. No. 0160-0479 - 11/27/24 - $7,750.00. 

g)  Roslyn Rd. Water Main & Resurfacing - Proj. No. 0160-0464 - Final  

     Estimate - Pamar Enterprises, Inc. - 12/03/24 - $82,122.37. 

h)  2024 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Program - Proj. No. 0160- 

     0476 - Pay Estimate No. 01 - Scodeller Construction, Inc. - 12/04/24 -  

     $11,251.94. 

i)   2024 Sewer Rehabilitation by Full Length CIPP Lining - Proj. No.  

     0160-0475 - Pay Estimate No. 02 - Insituform Technologies USA, LLC  

     - 12/04/24 - $30,456.00. 

j)   2024 Concrete Pavement Repair Program - Proj. No. 0160-0477 - Pay  

     Estimate No. 03 - Mattioli Cement Co. LLC - 12/04/24 - $5,300.00. 

k)  Torrey Road Pump Station Generator - Proj. No. 0160-0473 - Payment  

     Application No. 03 - Rauhorn Electric, Inc. - 12/10/24 - $541,800.00. 

2. Hallahan & Associates, P.C. - Professional Services - Invoice No. 22112 - 

November 2024 - 12/03/24 - $2,676.22. 

3. Rosati, Schultz, Joppich & Amtsbuechler, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice 

No. 1082637 - November 2024 - 12/09/24 - $4,428.41. 

4. WCA Assessing - Assessing Services - Invoice No. 120924 - January 

2025 - 12/09/24 - $7,534.41. 

5. York, Dolan & Tomlinson, P.C. - Legal Services - Invoice No. 244 - 

November 2024 - 12/03/24 - $3,007.00. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

Mayor Bryant removed Item 6C3, Tree Commission Minutes dated November 6, 2024, from the 

Consent Agenda and placed it on the regular agenda for discussion. 
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COUNCIL 

12-16-24 – 115 

 

City Administrator Schulte provided the following statement:  

 

The November 6, 2024, Tree Commission minutes are on tonight’s city council consent 

agenda under Commission Minutes to be Received and Placed on File. As outlined in my 

email to the council, the minutes contain several inaccuracies and misconceptions.  

Therefore, administration is recommending that city council make an official note at 

tonight’s meeting reflecting that the Tree Commission comments “do not accurately reflect 

the city’s position on topics discussed under New Business.” These topics include: memorial 

trees, the city’s tree canopy, Mack Avenue, and the front lawn of city hall. 

 

Councilmember Koester stated that the comments from City Administrator Schulte were 

reasonable and understood his reaction.  He also commented that being in attendance at the Tree 

Commission meeting, he believes the Commission was merely opining their perceptions, which is 

not necessarily aligned with administration’s perspective. 

 

 

Motion by Motschall, seconded by McConaghy, that the City Council note City Administrator 

Schulte’s statement and receive and place on file the revised Tree Commission Minutes dated 

November 6, 2024. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

THE MEETING WAS THEREUPON OPENED AT 7:10 P.M. FOR A PUBLIC HEARING TO 

HEAR THE APPLICATION OF ROBERT PALMER AND GEMMA ZITZMANN, 1488 

ROSLYN RD., GROSSE POINTE WOODS, WHO IS REQUESTING TO INSTALL A 5’ 

PRIVACY FENCE ALONG THE EAST PROPERTY LOT LINE OF 1488 ROSLYN RD.  
THE FENCE APPLICATION WILL REQUIRE A PUBLIC HEARING IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH SECTION 8-280, FRONT YARD FENCES, AND 8-284A(3), EXCEPTIONS-SPECIAL 

CIRCUMSTANCES, DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE FENCE WOULD BE INSTALLED 

STARTING AT THE FRONT MAIN BUILDING LINE CORNER AND THAT A FENCE 

LOCATED IN THE FRONT YARD IS LIMITED TO A MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF 30 INCHES. 

 

Motion by Gafa, seconded by McConaghy, that for purposes of the public hearing, the following 

items be received and placed on file: 
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COUNCIL 

12-16-24 – 116 

 

1. Letter 12/04/24 – Building Official Collins 

2. Application of Public Hearing 

3. Application of Fence Permit 

4. Photos 

5. Sections 8-274, 8-280 and 8-284 of City Ordinance 

6. Affidavit of Property Owners Notified with list 

7. Parcel Map 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in favor of the proposed request.  

The following individual was heard: 

 

1. Bob Palmer, 1488 Roslyn Rd., Petitioner who also submitted written consent from his 

adjacent neighbors. 

 

The Chair asked if anyone from the audience wished to speak in opposition to the proposed request.  

No one wished to be heard. 

 

 

Motion by Motschall, seconded by Koester, that the public hearing be closed at 7:15 p.m.  

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

Motion by Granger, seconded by Koester, that the City Council concur with the Building 

Official’s recommendation and approve the fence installation for 1488 Roslyn Road due to the 

hardships portrayed. 

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 

 

 

Under New Business/Public Comment, no one wished to be heard. 
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COUNCIL 

12-16-24 – 117 

 

Motion by Granger, seconded by Motschall, to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 7:17 p.m.  PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_______________________                         _______________________  

 

Paul P. Antolin                          Arthur W. Bryant 

City Clerk                Mayor 
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COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE 
12-16-24 — 42 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE OF THE CITY OF 
GROSSE POINTE WOODS HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024, IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS/COURTROOM OF THE ROBERT E. NOVITKE MUNICIPAL CENTER, 20025 
MACK PLAZA DRIVE, GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN. 

Mayor Bryant called the meeting to order at 7:24 p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Council Members: 
ABSENT: 

Also Present: 

Mayor Bryant 
Brown, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 
None 

City Administrator Schulte 
Assistant City Administrator Como 
City Attorney Zalewski 
City Clerk Antolin 
City Treasurer/Comptroller Schmidt 
Director of Public Services Kowalski 

Motion by McConaghy, seconded by Motschall, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, 
placed on file, and taken in order of appearance. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes: 
	

Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 
No: 
	

None 
Absent: 
	

None 

The purpose of tonight's meeting was regarding the consideration of upgrades for Baseball 
Diamonds at Ghesquiere Park. Director of Public Services Kowalski provided an overview of his 
memo dated December 11, 2024. He stated that in October representatives from the Grosse Pointe 
Woods-Shores Little League (GPWSLL) approached Council regarding upgrades to the Baseball 
Diamonds at Ghesquiere Park. 

Initially, for budgeting purposes, the intent was to upgrade the diamonds within a couple of years. 
However, the GPWSLL was recently given the opportunity to host the State Little League 
Tournament at Ghesquiere Park the week of July 25 — 30, 2025. This tournament will bring people 
from all over the state and is an opportunity to promote the city, park, and the Little League. 

Administration suggested getting costs on all the needed improvements to be started in the spring 
of 2025. The estimated cost for the upgrades was $178,226.92. During discussion it was addressed 
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COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE 
12-16-24 — 43 

that in order to have a completed upgrade, an additional $22,000 was needed to place two new 
dugouts for the Senior Ball Diamond. With the additional updates, the projected cost was 
approximately $200,000. 

There was a consensus of the Committee-of-the-Whole and Administration to move forward with 
the project and include the additional dugouts for the Senior Ball Diamond. 

Discussion continued regarding timing of the project and consideration of events such as Winter 
Fest. Also addressed was the coordination with the Construction Committee, especially for 
projects regarding Ghesquiere Park and its parking lots and sidewalks. The project is proposed to 
be completed before Opening Day. 

Motion by Gafa, seconded by Motschall, that the Committee-of-the-Whole recommend to City 
Council the approval of upgrades for Baseball Diamonds at Ghesquiere Park including the additional 
dugouts for the Senior Ball Diamond at a cost approximately $22,000, bringing the total project to an 
estimated cost of $200,000. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
Yes: 	Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 
No: 	None 
Absent: 	None 

Under New Business/Public Comment, no one wished to be heard. 

Motion by Gafa, seconded by Koester, that the meeting of the Committee-of-the-Whole be 
adjourned at 7:33 p.m. PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul P. Antolin 
City Clerk  

Arthur W. Bryant 
Mayor 
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COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE  

MINUTES EXCERPT 

12-16-24 

 
Motion by Gafa, seconded by Motschall, that the Committee-of-the-Whole recommend to City 

Council the approval of upgrades for Baseball Diamonds at Ghesquiere Park including the additional 

dugouts for the Senior Ball Diamond at a cost approximately $22,000, bringing the total project to an 

estimated cost of $200,000.   

 

Motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes:  Brown, Bryant, Gafa, Granger, Koester, McConaghy, Motschall 

No:  None 

Absent: None 
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MI MCKENNA 
UU- 

HEADQUARTERS 
235 East Main Street 0 248,596.0920 

Suite 105 F 248.596.0930 

Northville, Michigon 48167 MCKA.00M 

Frank Schulte 

City Administrator 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

20025 Mack Plaza 

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236  

December 20, 2024 

Invoice No: 	22-064 - 35  

ECEIVED 

JAN 0 2 2025 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

Project 	 22-064 	 Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Services 

Professional Services from November 1, 2024 to November 30, 2024  

Professional Hourly Services 

	

Hours 	Rate 	 Amount 

Associate Planner 

	

2.00 	90.00 	 180.00 

Researched short-term rental regulations and applicability from other 

communities. 

Drafted memo on the use of pocket parks and a case study of the 

Nine Mile Road redesign. 

	

2.50 	90.00 	 225.00 

Prepare for and attend the November 18, 2024 City Council meeting. 

	

2.75 	90.00 	 247.50 

Prepare for and attend the November 19, 2024 Planning Commission 

Meeting. 

Total $652.50 

Invoice Total 	 $652.50 

Outstanding Invoices 

Number 

32 

34 

Total 

Date 	Balance 

10/17/2024 	2,427.50 

11/22/2024 	4,793.51 

$7,221.01 

THANK YOU. Please remit to above address and indicate project number on voucher. 

55-  (p tUl 

( 0 1 -3 7( - gr c,O°0 
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plante moran 

 

RECEIVED  

 

 

JAN 0 2 2025 

  

Plante & Moran, PLLC 
1098 Woodward Avenue 

Detroit, MI 48226 
Tel:+1 (248) 352-2500 

 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

INVOICE 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
20025 Mack Plaza Drive 
Grosse Pte. Woods, MI 48236 
United States of America 

Date: 12/13/2024 
Client No: 64954 
Invoice No: 10361537 
Page: 1 

For Profession& Services Rendered 

Final bill for services rendered in connection with the June 30, 2024 City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
financial statement audit engagement 

Final bill for services rendered in connection with the June 30, 2024 Municipal Court financial 
statement audit engagement 

Consulting and additional work related to the implementation of new auditing standards SAS 143 
(Estimates) and SAS 145 (Internal Controls) 

General accounting consulting, including discussions related to budgeting, fund balance, F65, and 
financial statement presentation 

4,500.00 

900.00 

3,500.00 

765.00 

  

Balance Due 
	

$9,665.00 USD 

-CCocV 

tc( 3 (09( 00 	(17,65 

Remittance Information: 
	Please send all remittance information for electronic payments to Accounts.Receivable@plantemoran.cotn 

Bank 

Routing/ABA# 

Bank Address 

Account Number 

Account Name 

Client Payment Portal: 

ACH:  Preferred Payment Method 

Bank of America 

071000039 

100 North Tryon Street 
Charlotte, NC 28202 

9890996003 

Plante & Moran, PLLC 

https://www.plantemoran.com/client- 

Wire Transfer:  

Bank of America 

026009593 

222 Broadway 
New York, NY 10038 

9890996003 

Plante & Moran, PLLC 

payment-portal 

Check:  

Plante & Moran PLLC 
16060 Collections Center 
Drive 
Chicago, IL 60693 17-- PRAXITY 

Plante Moran, PLLC's Bill.com  ID: 0173649476958972 
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From: grangergpw@aol.com <grangergpw@aol.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 2, 2025 2:52 PM 
To: Elise Coyle <ecoyle@gpwmi.us> 
Cc: City Clerk <CityClerk@gpwmi.us> 
Subject: Re: Resignation Letter Needed for Janet Weber 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT click links, open 
attachments or reply to this message unless you recognize the sender and know the content 
is safe: 

Janet told me she is resigning -  
  

 
So let this serve as an official notice that Janet has resigned.  
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