
 

GRASS VALLEY 

City Council Regular Meeting, Capital Improvements Authority and 
Redevelopment "Successor Agency" 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
Council Chambers, Grass Valley City Hall | 125 East Main Street, Grass Valley, California 

Telephone: (530) 274-4310 – Fax: (530) 274-4399 
E-Mail: info@cityofgrassvalley.com Web Site: www.cityofgrassvalley.com 

AGENDA 

Any person with a disability who requires accommodations to participate in this meeting 
should telephone the City Clerk’s office at (530)274-4390, at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting to make a request for a disability related modification or accommodation. 

Mayor Jan Arbuckle, Vice Mayor Hilary Hodge, Councilmember Bob Branstrom, 
Councilmember Haven Caravelli, Councilmember Tom Ivy 

MEETING NOTICE 

City Council welcomes you to attend the meetings electronically or in person at the City Hall 
Council Chambers, located at 125 E. Main St., Grass Valley, CA 95945. Regular Meetings are 
scheduled at 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. Your interest is 
encouraged and appreciated. 

This meeting is being broadcast “live” on Comcast Channel 17 and 18 by Nevada County 
Media, on the internet at www.cityofgrassvalley.com, or on the City of Grass Valley YouTube 
channel at https://www.youtube.com/@cityofgrassvalley.com  

Members of the public are encouraged to submit public comments via voicemail at (530) 
274-4390 and email to public@cityofgrassvalley.com. Comments will be reviewed and 
distributed before the meeting if received by 5pm. Comments received after that will be 
addressed during the item and/or at the end of the meeting. Council will have the option to 
modify their action on items based on comments received. Action may be taken on any 
agenda item. 

Agenda materials, staff reports, and background information related to regular agenda items 
are available on the City’s website: www.cityofgrassvalley.com. Materials related to an item 
on this agenda submitted to the Council after distribution of the agenda packet will be made 
available on the City of Grass Valley website at www.cityofgrassvalley.com, subject to City 
staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting. 

Please note, individuals who disrupt, disturb, impede, or render infeasible the orderly 
conduct of a meeting will receive one warning that, if they do not cease such behavior, they 
may be removed from the meeting. The chair has authority to order individuals removed if 
they do not cease their disruptive behavior following this warning. No warning is required 
before an individual is removed if that individual engages in a use of force or makes a true 
threat of force. (Gov. Code, § 54957.95.) 

mailto:info@cityofgrassvalley.com
http://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/
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Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible and listening devices are available.  Other 
special accommodations may be requested to the City Clerk 72 hours in advance of the 

meeting by calling (530) 274-4390, we are happy to accommodate. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

AGENDA APPROVAL - The City Council reserves the right to hear items in a different order 
to accomplish business in the most efficient manner. 

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

1. Military Ambassador Certificate of Recognition for Levi K. Choate. 

PUBLIC COMMENT - Members of the public are encouraged to submit public comments via 
voicemail at (530) 274-4390 and email to public@cityofgrassvalley.com. Comments will be 
reviewed and distributed before the meeting if received by 5pm. Comments received after 
5pm will be addressed during the item and/or at the end of the meeting. Council will have 
the option to modify their action on items based on comments received. Action may be 
taken on any agenda item. There is a time limitation of three minutes per person for all 
emailed, voicemail, or in person comments, and only one type of public comment per 
person. Speaker cards are assigned for public comments that are on any items not on the 
agenda, and within the jurisdiction or interest of the City. Speaker Cards can be pulled 
until the opening of public comment at which time sign ups will no longer be allowed. 
These cards can be found at the City Clerks desk. If you wish to speak regarding a scheduled 
agenda item, please come to the podium when the item is announced. When recognized, 
please begin by providing your name and address for the record (optional). Thirty minutes 
of public comment will be heard under this item in order of the speaker card assigned and 
the remaining general public comments will be heard at the end of the meeting. We will 
begin with number one. 

CONSENT ITEMS -All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are to be considered 
routine by the City Council and/or Grass Valley Redevelopment Agency and will be enacted 
by one motion in the form listed. There will be no separate discussion of these items 
unless, before the City Council and/or Grass Valley Redevelopment Agency votes on the 
motion to adopt, members of the Council and/or Agency, staff or the public request 
specific items to be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion and action 
but Council action is required to do so (roll call vote).Unless the Council removes an item 
from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion, public comments are invited as to the 
consent calendar as a whole and limited to three minutes per person. 

2. Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 23, 2024. 

Recommendation: Council approve minutes as submitted. 

3. Adopt Resolution No. 2024-29 Declaring Vehicles of the City of Grass Valley Surplus 

CEQA: N/A 
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Recommendation: That council 1) Adopt Resolution No. 2024-29 declaring a police 
vehicle as surplus and authorize disposition 

4. Consideration of Waste Management’s annual fee adjustments and new fees for 
service 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: That Council adopt Resolution 2024-28 adjusting service rates to 
Waste Management’s fee schedule 

5. AB 481 – Military Equipment Annual Inventory and Report; renewal of ordinance #815 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: Approve the attached equipment inventory as well as the 
associated annual report, renew previously adopted ordinance #815 pursuant to 
requirements of AB-481  

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION OR SEPARATE ACTION AND / 
OR ANY ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 

REORGANIZATION RELATED ITEMS 

PUBLIC HEARING 

6. Introduction of an ordinance amending section 17.38.050(B) and adding Section 
17.38.080(N) of Chapter 17.38 and Section 17.100.020(S) of Chapter 17.100, Title 17 
of the Grass Valley Municipal Code regarding the regulation of portable signage within 
the ROW of properties located within the Town Core zoning designation  

CEQA: Exempt under CEQA Guideline §15301, Categorical Exemption Class 1 (“Existing 
Facilities”) and under CEQA Guideline §15061(b)(3) (General Rule) 

Recommendation: Introduce the attached ordinance 828, waive full reading, and read 
by Title Only 

7. Annual Inflation Increase for Water, Sewer, and Development Impact Fees 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: That Council: 1) hold a public hearing; and 2) adopt Resolution No. 
2024-30 approving an annual inflation increase to the existing water, sewer, and 
development impact fees 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

8. Measure E Funding and Budgeting – Overview and Use Agreement 

CEQA: Exempt – Not a Project 

Recommendation: That Council 1) receive an update on the amounts of Measure E funding 
available for use on streets and parks projects and 2) review a proposed project list for the 
next fiscal year and provide feedback to Staff and 3) authorize the City Engineer to execute 
a Joint Use Agreement, subject to legal review, for the City’s use and upgrading of the Sierra 
College Rotary Fields. 

BRIEF REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC COMMENT 
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ADJOURN 

 

POSTING NOTICE 

This is to certify that the above notice of a meeting of The City Council, scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 14, 2024 at 6:00 PM was posted at city hall, easily accessible to the public, as 
of 5:00 p.m. Thursday, May 9, 2024. 

________________________ 

Taylor Day, City Clerk 



 

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION 
 

1ST LIEUTENANT LEVI K. CHOATE 

 
The Greater Grass Valley Chamber of Commerce and City of Grass Valley City Council 
take great pleasure in recognizing 1st Lieutenant Levi K. Choate as the winner of the 2024, 
Lieutenant Commander Louis “Lou” Conter Military Ambassador Award. The award 
recognizes individuals that embody Commander Conter’s outstanding leadership and 
selfless commitment to the United States of America through both military and community 
service. Commander Conter’s distinguished military career spans more than three 
decades and includes him honorably serving in WWII, The Korean War, and The Vietnam 
Conflict. Additionally, Commander Conter has dedicated countless hours engaged in a 
vast array of community service endeavors.     
 
Leading an 18-member flight across six Air Force Specialties, Levi K. Choate achieved a 
remarkable 99.9% uptime for a critical $30M communications network, facilitating 10 
named missions and the successful rescue of a U.S. citizen. His diplomatic efforts resulted 
in enhanced Congressional understanding of West Africa and regional stability during a 
visit facilitated for a House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee member. 
 
Levi K. Choate's leadership in Communications Security training and resolution of 1.3K IT 
incidents ensured critical network access and garnered recognition as the ANG's 
Cyberspace Outstanding CGOY. His meticulous management of the IT Asset 
Management Program powered secure communications across West Africa and 
maintained 100% accountability of $1.8M in assets. Levi K. Choate's innovative initiatives, 
including spearheading the first-ever Starlink terminal in Niger, significantly enhanced 
operational capabilities and efficiency. He demonstrated a steadfast commitment to team 
well-being through morale events, resiliency exercises, and spearheading initiatives to 
prepare incoming combat warriors. 
 
Acknowledging Levi K. Choate's steadfast commitment, relentless efforts, and pursuit of 
excellence, he is lauded for his significant contributions to both the United States Air 
National Guard and his local community. 
 
Therefore, the City of Grass Valley City Council takes great pleasure in recognizing and 
thanking 1st Lieutenant Levi K. Choate as the winner of the 2024, Lieutenant Commander 
Louis “Lou” Conter Military Ambassador Award. 
 
Dated this 23rd Day of April 2024 
        
 _____________________________  ____________________________ 
 Jan Arbuckle, Mayor     Hilary Hodge, Vice Mayor 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
   Bob Branstrom, Council Member 
 
 
   _____________________________  _____________________________  

Tom Ivy, Council Member    Haven Caravelli, Council Member 



 

GRASS VALLEY 

City Council Regular Meeting, Capital Improvements Authority and 
Redevelopment "Successor Agency" 

Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
Council Chambers, Grass Valley City Hall | 125 East Main Street, Grass Valley, California 

Telephone: (530) 274-4310 – Fax: (530) 274-4399 
E-Mail: info@cityofgrassvalley.com Web Site: www.cityofgrassvalley.com 

MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Arbuckle led pledge of allegiance 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 
Councilmember Bob Branstrom 
Councilmember Haven Caravelli 
Councilmember Tom Ivy 
Vice Mayor Hilary Hodge 
Mayor Jan Arbuckle 

AGENDA APPROVAL -  

Tim Kiser, City Manager, removed item number 9 (Fire Department Staffing) and will bring 
back at a later date. 

Motion made to approve agenda with noted change by Vice Mayor Hodge, Seconded by 
Councilmember Caravelli. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember Branstrom, Councilmember Caravelli, Councilmember Ivy, Vice 
Mayor Hodge, Mayor Arbuckle 

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

Nothing to report. 

INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

1. Poppy Day Proclamation 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

In person public comment: Speaker 1 thru 5, Noted change to speaker #2 Josh, Matthew 
Coulter 

CONSENT ITEMS  

mailto:info@cityofgrassvalley.com
http://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/
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Public comment: Matthew Coulter 

Motion made to approve consent as submitted by Councilmember Branstrom, Seconded by 
Vice Mayor Hodge. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember Branstrom, Councilmember Caravelli, Councilmember Ivy, Vice 
Mayor Hodge, Mayor Arbuckle 

2. Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 9, 2024. 

Recommendation: Council approve minutes as submitted. 

3. Approval of the Special Joint City Council and Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
of April 9, 2024 

Recommendation: Council approve minutes as submitted. 

4. Nevada County Transportation Commission FY 2024/25 Overall Work Program Approval 

CEQA: N/A – Not a Project 

Recommendation: That Council: 1) review the projects proposed for inclusion in the 
Nevada County Transportation Commission FY 2024/25 Overall Work Program, 2) adopt 
a Resolution approving the projects for inclusion in the Nevada County Transportation 
Commission Overall Work Program 

5. California Department of Tax and Fee Administration Examination of Sales Transaction 
and Use Tax Records Resolution Revised for Measure B. 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: That Council adopts: 1)Resolution No. 2024-18 authorizing the 
Examination of Sales or Transactions and use Taxes Records by the City Manager, 
Finance Director, and HDL Companies. 

6. Hinderliter de Llamas & Associates (HdL) Sales, Use and Transactions Tax Services 
Contract Amendment 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution 
No.2024-20 approving a contract amendment between the City of Grass Valley and 
Hinderliter de Llamas & Associates (HdL) for Sales, Use and Transactions Tax 
Services  

7. Direction to file annual reports for Landscape and Lighting Districts (LLD) and Benefit 
Assessment Districts (BAD) for Fiscal Year 2024-25 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council adopt five Resolutions 
(2024-21, 2024-22, 2024-23, 2024-24, 2024-25) directing the filing of annual reports 
for Landscaping and Lighting Districts (LLD) – Annual Assessment for Fiscal Year 2024-
25 and Benefit Assessment Districts (BAD) – Annual Assessments for Fiscal Year 2024-
25. 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION OR SEPARATE ACTION AND / 
OR ANY ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 

REORGANIZATION RELATED ITEMS 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

8. Transportation Impact Fees – Public Hearing for Fee Program Updates 

Recommendation: That Council hold a public hearing and adopt two resolutions; 
updating the Grass Valley Transportation Impact Fee Program and updating the 
Regional Transportation Mitigation Fee (RTMF) Program. 

Bjorn Jones, City Engineer, along with representatives from NCTC, and GHD. 

Council discussed subsidizing the fees, how many building permits have been over 
charged, what is categorized as Senior Housing, prevailing wage on jobs and to have 
a bigger discussion on the building process. 

Public Comment: Unnamed, Matthew Coulter 

Motion made to hold a public hearing and adopt two resolutions; updating the Grass 
Valley Transportation Impact Fee Program and updating the Regional Transportation 
Mitigation Fee (RTMF) Program by Councilmember Branstrom, Seconded by 
Councilmember Caravelli. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember Branstrom, Councilmember Caravelli, Vice Mayor Hodge, 
Mayor Arbuckle 
Voting Nay: Councilmember Ivy 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

9. Fire Department Staffing 

CEQA: Not a project 

Recommendation: That Council approve the Fire Department’s proposal to enhance 
services with the addition of one Firefighter funded by Measure B. 

BRIEF REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Councilmember Caravelli attended the Grass Valley Charter Community Learning Center 
ribbon cutting, Red light ball, met with someone who is interested in creating an Arts Center 
in Grass Valley, ERC Committee meeting, Provision Grand Opening, and Lou Contor's Funeral. 
Councilmember Branstrom attended Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital Foundation Awards 
Ceremony, LAFCo meeting, Sierra College forum on Media, In-Concert Sierra tour of their 
facility that is in progress, and the second primer of the Wolf Creek Anthem. Councilmember 
Ivy had nothing to report. Vice Mayor Hodge attended the Sierra Poetry Festival, Sierra 
Nevada Memorial Hospital Foundation Awards Ceremony, North Star Spring Open House, the 
State Art Lobby Day,  and Lou Contor Funeral. Mayor Arbuckle attended the Fundraiser for 
the Hospital Foundation's Martini's and a Movie fundraiser, a tour of Provisions, the Red Light 
Ball, Foundations awards reception, League of California Board Meeting, Monday with the 
Mayor, and Lou Contor's Funeral. 

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

ADJOURN 

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm    Adopted on:_______________ 

 

_______________________________  ______________________________ 

Jan Arbuckle, Mayor     Taylor Day, City Clerk 
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CITY OF GRASS VALLEY CITY COUNCIL MEETING

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN IN SHEET

WELCOME to the City of Grass Vattey City Council meeting! Public Comments provide
an opportunity for the pubtic to address the City CounciI on any subject which is not
on the agenda but in the jurisdiction of the council. lf you wish to speak, please
indicate in the appropriate box when you sign in and take the number corresponding
to your name. Each individual can have up to 3 minutes of pubtic comment. At the
beginning of the meeting, there witt be an attotted 30 minutes of generat pubtic
comments and the remainder of comments wi[[ be heard at the end of the agenda.
Speakers witt be catled in order of the numbers given.

When you are recognized by the mayor:

1. Ptease stand before the podium and give your name and address. (optionat)
2. Ptease limit your comments to three minutes per speaker.
3. lf previous speakers have made the same point, you may simpty indicate your
support or disagreement, unless you have new information.

Thank you for your participation.
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City of Grass Valley  

City Council 
Agenda Action Sheet 

 

 
 

Title: Adopt Resolution No. 2024-29 Declaring Vehicles of the City of Grass Valley 
Surplus 

CEQA: N/A 

Recommendation: That council 1) Adopt Resolution No. 2024-29 declaring a police 
vehicle as surplus and authorize disposition 

 

Prepared by: Alex Gammelgard – Police Chief  

Council Meeting Date:  05/14/2024                   Date Prepared:  05/07/2024 

Agenda:  Consent                      

 

Background Information: Pursuant to Government Code Section 37350, the City may 
declare items as surplus. The City of Grass Valley Police Department (GVPD) has a patrol 
vehicle to be considered surplus in that the vehicle has acquired over 110,000 miles of 
patrol vehicle use and is nearing the expiration date of its effective use to GVPD. The 
GVPD is in possession of a replacement vehicle acquired at the need of replacing soon 
to be retired vehicles, thereby allowing the vehicle in question to be taken out of 
service (surplus).  Prior to arranging for auction of the vehicle (standard surplus 
procedure for GVPD patrol vehicles), the Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital inquired as 
to the availability of any GVPD vehicles that may be serviceable for use as a Medic 
Supervisor vehicle.  The vehicle in question was shown to SNMH staff and SNMH desires 
to take possession of the GVPD surplus vehicle to replace a vehicle in their fleet. 
 
The GVPD and SNMH have come to a verbal agreement on the sale price of the vehicle 
at $8,000.00.  This value was arrived at by comparison of the fair market value, as 
listed by Kelly Blue Book online, the vehicle’s current condition and milage/engine 
hours, as well as reviewing previous auction proceeds from similar vehicles. 
 
This action accomplishes the goals of GVPD and SNMH by means of efficiently 
repurposing surplus of a used GVPD patrol car. This opportunity will provide an 
economical and expeditious opportunity for SNMH to acquire a Medic Supervisor 
vehicle and continue its use in Public Safety Service. Grass Valley Municipal Code 
section 3.08.220 allows for the sale of city property for market value and “as is” 
without warranty, expressed or implied. 
 
Council Goals/Objectives: The execution of this Resolution achieves Strategic Goal #5- 
High Performance Government and Quality Services. 



 
Fiscal Impact: Revenues generated by sale of the vehicle will offset future vehicles 
purchases/upfitting costs by the Police Department. 
 
Funds Available: N/A    Account #: 200-201 
 
Reviewed by:  
 _____ City Manager  
 
Attachments: Resolution 2024-29 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2024-29 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRASS VALLEY DECLARING 
EQUIPMENT SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING DISPOSITION OF EQUIPMENT  
 
 WHEREAS, The City Council may, pursuant to Government Code Section 37350, from 
time to time declare as surplus property certain personal property of the City which for reasons 
of wear and tear, defect or obsolescence deems the item unsafe or no longer useful to the City; 
and 
 
 Whereas, sections 3.08.220 to 3.08.270 of the Grass Valley Municipal Code authorize 
the disposal of surplus City property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, whenever the Council declares such personal property as surplus it may 
dispose of same when said disposal is for the benefit of the City and its constituents. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRASS VALLEY, 
as follows: 

1. That all of the above recitals are true and correct. 
2. That the attached list of equipment is no longer needed for municipal purposes and 

is hereby considered surplus. 
 
The City Manager is hereby authorized to dispose of the subject equipment in a cost-
effective manner. 
 
ADOPTED as a resolution of the City Council of the City of Grass Valley at a regular 
meeting held on the 14th day of May 2024 by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAINING:    ____________________________ 
      Jan Arbuckle, Mayor 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
Michael G. Colantuono, City Attorney  Taylor Day, Deputy City Clerk 



 SURPLUS VEHICLE 
 

VEHICLE # YEAR/MAKE/MODEL LICENSE# OPERABLE CONDITION FUEL  
#266 2016 Chevrolet Tahoe 1496878 Yes Fair – 111,550 

miles 
Unleaded 
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Title: Consideration of Waste Management’s annual fee adjustments and new fees for 
service 

Recommendation: That Council adopt Resolution 2024-28 adjusting service rates to 
Waste Management’s fee schedule 

 

Prepared by: Zac Quentmeyer, Deputy Public Works Director   

Council Meeting Date:  5/14/2024                   Date Prepared:  4/23/2024 

Agenda:  Consent                       

 

Background Information:  In 2012, the City entered into a 20-year franchise agreement 
with Waste Management to provide for a full range of solid waste, recycling, and green 
waste services.  The original resolution included service rates and specific services 
Waste Management was to provide to the City.  Attached are two letters from Waste 
Management to amend the fee schedule to address the following: 
 
1. Annual CPI adjustments of 2.50% for services and 4.00% for the disposal gate fee at 

the transfer station. These rates are consistent with the existing agreement and will 
commence July 1, 2024. 

 
Council Goals/Objectives:  The execution of this action attempts to achieve Strategic 
Goals #4&5 – Economic Development and Vitality and High-Performance Government 
and Quality Service for the FY 2024/25. 
 
Fiscal Impact:   Increased service fees for residents and businesses, but consistent with 
the Contract 
 
Funds Available:   N/A    Account #:  N/A 
 
Reviewed by: City Manager   
 
Attachments: R2024-28; CPI Increase Letter and Proposed Fees 



RESOLUTION NO 2024-28 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRASS VALLEY ADDING NEW RATES TO 

WASTE MANAGEMENT'S SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted an updated franchise agreement with Waste 

Management in 2012, and  

WHEREAS, Waste Management may request annual rate adjustments or establish 

charges for fees not specified in the original agreement, and  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Grass Valley that:  

The City Council finds the proposed rate adjustment in accordance with the Franchise 

Agreement between Grass Valley and Waste Management, and  

The City Council finds the proposed changes to the Rate Sheet appropriate and in 

accordance with the Franchise Agreement, and  

The City Council hereby adopts the attached "Exhibit A" to be added to the Rate Sheet 

and become effective on July 1, 2024.  

ADOPTED as a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Grass Valley at a meeting thereof 

held on May 14, 2024, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ASBTAINING: 

 

 

______________________________   ATTEST: ____________________________ 

Jan Arbuckle, Mayor        Taylor Day, City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ________________________________ 

          Michael Colantuono, City Attorney 



Grass Valley Disposal 
13083 Grass Valley Avenue 

Grass Valley, CA 95959  

 

 

    
 

 
 
April 23, 2024 
 
Mr. Tim Kiser 
City Manager 
City of Grass Valley 
125 E. Main Street  
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
 
 
In accordance with Sections VI.A and VI.B. of our solid waste, recyclables, and green 
waste franchise agreement, attached are the calculations for our 2024 rate increase and 
the updated rate sheet effective July 1, 2024.  
 
The adjustment is based on the contractual CPI formula for the 12-month period ending 
March 31, as calculated in the attached rate package.   
 
In accordance with Section VI.D, the disposal portion of the rates is being increased by 
4.0% due to the proposed July 1, 2024 rate increase at the transfer station. The 2024 
service portion of the rate was adjusted by 2.50% based on CPI and the aforementioned 
disposal changes.  
 
The impact on the most common residential rate (35-gallon cart) is an increase of $.63. 
   
Please do not hesitate to contact me or our Public Sector Manager, Shavati Karki-Pearl 
with any questions at skarkip@wm.com or 530-559-1128. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
   
Larry Picard, District Manager 
WM/Grass Valley Disposal 
lpicard@wm.com  
 
Enclosures: 2024 CPI Excel Submittal 



Grass Valley

Rates Effective July 1, 2024

4.00% 2.50%

* Disposal Price 

Adjustment
 CPI Increase 

TRASH SERVICES

1 - 20G CART TRASH $3.59 $0.14 $3.73 $12.98 $0.32 $13.30 $16.57 $17.03

1 - 35G CART TRASH $4.65 $0.19 $4.84 $17.52 $0.44 $17.96 $22.17 $22.80

1 - 64G CART TRASH $9.35 $0.37 $9.72 $22.25 $0.56 $22.81 $31.60 $32.53

1 - 96G CART TRASH $13.99 $0.56 $14.55 $31.94 $0.80 $32.74 $45.93 $47.29

ADDITIONAL 35G TRASH CARTS $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $5.14 $0.13 $5.27 $6.19 $6.36

ADDITIONAL 64G TRASH CARTS $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $5.14 $0.13 $5.27 $6.19 $6.36

ADDITIONAL 96G TRASH CARTS $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $5.14 $0.13 $5.27 $6.19 $6.36

RECYCLE SERVICES

1 - 35 GAL RECYCLING - WITH TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1 - 64 GAL RECYCLING - WITH TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1 - 96 GAL RECYCLING - WITH TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1 - 35G CART RECYCLING (NO TRASH SERVICE) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.87 $0.25 $10.12 $9.87 $10.12

1 - 64G CART RECYCLING (NO TRASH SERVICE) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.87 $0.25 $10.12 $9.87 $10.12

1 - 96G CART RECYCLING (NO TRASH SERVICE) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.87 $0.25 $10.12 $9.87 $10.12

ADDITIONAL 35G RECYCLE CART (AFTER TWO CARTS) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3.29 $0.08 $3.37 $3.29 $3.37

ADDITIONAL 64G RECYCLE CART (AFTER TWO CARTS) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3.29 $0.08 $3.37 $3.29 $3.37

ADDITIONAL 96G RECYCLE CART (AFTER TWO CARTS) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3.29 $0.08 $3.37 $3.29 $3.37

GREENWASTE SERVICES

1 - 64G GREENWASTE $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $4.91 $0.12 $5.03 $5.96 $6.12

1 - 96G GREENWASTE $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $5.17 $0.13 $5.30 $6.30 $6.48

ADDITIONAL 64G GREENWASTE CARTS $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $4.91 $0.12 $5.03 $5.96 $6.12

ADDITIONAL 96G GREENWASTE CARTS $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $5.17 $0.13 $5.30 $6.30 $6.48

EXTRA PICKUPS

35G - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $8.31 $0.21 $8.52 $9.44 $9.70

64G - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $8.31 $0.21 $8.52 $9.44 $9.70

96G - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $8.31 $0.21 $8.52 $9.44 $9.70

35G - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $55.20 $1.38 $56.58 $56.33 $57.76

64G - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $55.20 $1.38 $56.58 $56.33 $57.76

96G - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $55.20 $1.38 $56.58 $56.33 $57.76

RESIDENTIAL

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

DISPOSAL (GATE FEE) SERVICE

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024



Grass Valley

Rates Effective July 1, 2024

RESIDENTIAL

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

DISPOSAL (GATE FEE) SERVICE

4.00% 2.50%

* Disposal Price 

Adjustment
 CPI Increase 

TRASH CARTS SERVICES

1 - 35G CART TRASH $4.95 $0.20 $5.15 $17.99 $0.45 $18.44 $22.94 $23.59

1 - 64G CART TRASH $9.92 $0.40 $10.32 $35.97 $0.90 $36.87 $45.89 $47.19

1 - 96G CART TRASH $14.86 $0.59 $15.45 $64.14 $1.60 $65.74 $79.00 $81.19

TRASH BIN SERVICES

2 YD 1 X WEEK $62.54 $2.50 $65.04 $274.17 $6.85 $281.02 $336.71 $346.06

2 YD 2 X WEEK $125.06 $5.00 $130.06 $439.21 $10.98 $450.19 $564.27 $580.25

2 YD 3 X WEEK $187.62 $7.50 $195.12 $599.38 $14.98 $614.36 $787.00 $809.48

2 YD 4 X WEEK $250.13 $10.01 $260.14 $802.78 $20.07 $822.85 $1,052.91 $1,082.99

2 YD 5 X WEEK $312.67 $12.51 $325.18 $983.59 $24.59 $1,008.18 $1,296.26 $1,333.36

2 YD 6 X WEEK $375.21 $15.01 $390.22 $1,167.72 $29.19 $1,196.91 $1,542.93 $1,587.13

3 YD 1 X WEEK $93.80 $3.75 $97.55 $333.26 $8.33 $341.59 $427.06 $439.14

3 YD 2 X WEEK $187.62 $7.50 $195.12 $527.89 $13.20 $541.09 $715.51 $736.21

3 YD 3 X WEEK $281.40 $11.26 $292.66 $731.93 $18.30 $750.23 $1,013.33 $1,042.89

3 YD 4 X WEEK $375.21 $15.01 $390.22 $927.90 $23.20 $951.10 $1,303.11 $1,341.32

3 YD 5 X WEEK $469.01 $18.76 $487.77 $1,126.59 $28.16 $1,154.75 $1,595.60 $1,642.52

3 YD 6 X WEEK $562.78 $22.51 $585.29 $1,344.03 $33.60 $1,377.63 $1,906.81 $1,962.92

4 YD 1 X WEEK $125.06 $5.00 $130.06 $416.62 $10.42 $427.04 $541.68 $557.10

4 YD 2 X WEEK $250.13 $10.01 $260.14 $674.14 $16.85 $690.99 $924.27 $951.13

4 YD 3 X WEEK $375.21 $15.01 $390.22 $981.50 $24.54 $1,006.04 $1,356.71 $1,396.26

4 YD 4 X WEEK $500.24 $20.01 $520.25 $1,279.44 $31.99 $1,311.43 $1,779.68 $1,831.68

4 YD 5 X WEEK $625.32 $25.01 $650.33 $1,582.66 $39.57 $1,622.23 $2,207.98 $2,272.56

4 YD 6 X WEEK $750.38 $30.02 $780.40 $1,861.94 $46.55 $1,908.49 $2,612.32 $2,688.89

6 YD 1 X WEEK $187.62 $7.50 $195.12 $481.99 $12.05 $494.04 $669.61 $689.16

6 YD 2 X WEEK $375.21 $15.01 $390.22 $763.38 $19.08 $782.46 $1,138.59 $1,172.68

6 YD 3 X WEEK $562.78 $22.51 $585.29 $1,087.70 $27.19 $1,114.89 $1,650.48 $1,700.18

6 YD 4 X WEEK $750.38 $30.02 $780.40 $1,459.62 $36.49 $1,496.11 $2,210.00 $2,276.51

6 YD 5 X WEEK $937.99 $37.52 $975.51 $1,721.64 $43.04 $1,764.68 $2,659.63 $2,740.19

6 YD 6 X WEEK $1,125.60 $45.02 $1,170.62 $2,032.94 $50.82 $2,083.76 $3,158.54 $3,254.38

8 YD 1 X WEEK $246.62 $9.86 $256.48 $626.99 $15.67 $642.66 $873.61 $899.14

8 YD 2 X WEEK $493.31 $19.73 $513.04 $930.64 $23.27 $953.91 $1,423.95 $1,466.95

8 YD 3 X WEEK $740.00 $29.60 $769.60 $1,395.94 $34.90 $1,430.84 $2,135.94 $2,200.44

8 YD 4 X WEEK $986.63 $39.47 $1,026.10 $1,861.27 $46.53 $1,907.80 $2,847.90 $2,933.90

8 YD 5 X WEEK $1,233.32 $49.33 $1,282.65 $2,326.59 $58.16 $2,384.75 $3,559.91 $3,667.40

8 YD 6 X WEEK $1,479.94 $59.20 $1,539.14 $2,791.91 $69.80 $2,861.71 $4,271.85 $4,400.85

COMMERCIAL RECYCLE CART SERVICES

1 - 35 gal recycling - with trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1 - 64 gal recycling - with trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1 - 96 gal recycling - with trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1 - 35G cart recycling - no trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.63 $0.24 $9.87 $9.63 $9.87

1 - 64G cart recycling - no trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.63 $0.24 $9.87 $9.63 $9.87

1 - 96G cart recycling - no trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.63 $0.24 $9.87 $9.63 $9.87

Additional 35 gal recycle cart - after two carts $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3.21 $0.08 $3.29 $3.21 $3.29

Additional 64 gal recycle cart - after two carts $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3.21 $0.08 $3.29 $3.21 $3.29

Additional 96 gal recycle cart - after two carts $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3.21 $0.08 $3.29 $3.21 $3.29

SERVICEDISPOSAL (GATE FEE)

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

COMMERCIAL Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023



Grass Valley

Rates Effective July 1, 2024

RESIDENTIAL

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

DISPOSAL (GATE FEE) SERVICERECYCLE BIN SERVICES

2 YD - with existing trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $106.59 $2.66 $109.25 $106.59 $109.25

3 YD - with existing trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $120.42 $3.01 $123.43 $120.42 $123.43

4 YD - with existing trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $134.25 $3.36 $137.61 $134.25 $137.61

6 YD - with existing trash service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $147.39 $3.68 $151.07 $147.39 $151.07

2 YD - WITH NO EXISTING TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $134.25 $3.36 $137.61 $134.25 $137.61

3 YD - WITH NO EXISTING TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $148.10 $3.70 $151.80 $148.10 $151.80

4 YD - WITH NO EXISTING TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $161.93 $4.05 $165.98 $161.93 $165.98

6 YD - WITH NO EXISTING TRASH SERVICE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $175.08 $4.38 $179.46 $175.08 $179.46

GREENWASTE SERVICES

1 - 64G GREENWASTE $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $4.91 $0.12 $5.03 $5.96 $6.12

1 - 96G GREENWASTE $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $5.17 $0.13 $5.30 $6.30 $6.48

EXTRA 64G GREENWASTE CART $1.05 $0.04 $1.09 $4.91 $0.12 $5.03 $5.96 $6.12

EXTRA 96G GREENWASTE CART $1.13 $0.05 $1.18 $5.17 $0.13 $5.30 $6.30 $6.48

TEMPORARY BINS

Temp 2 YARD BIN $14.44 $0.58 $15.02 $75.48 $1.89 $77.37 $89.92 $92.39

Temp 3 YARD BIN $21.66 $0.87 $22.53 $113.21 $2.83 $116.04 $134.87 $138.57

Temp 4 YARD BIN $28.85 $1.15 $30.00 $116.65 $2.92 $119.57 $145.50 $149.57

Temp 6 YARD BIN $43.28 $1.73 $45.01 $145.30 $3.63 $148.93 $188.58 $193.94

EXTRA PICKUPS

2 YARD - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $14.44 $0.58 $15.02 $72.05 $1.80 $73.85 $86.49 $88.87

3 YARD - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $21.66 $0.87 $22.53 $108.06 $2.70 $110.76 $129.72 $133.29

4 YARD - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $28.85 $1.15 $30.00 $144.07 $3.60 $147.67 $172.92 $177.67

6 YARD - SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $43.28 $1.73 $45.01 $216.11 $5.40 $221.51 $259.39 $266.52

2 YARD - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $14.44 $0.58 $15.02 $97.10 $2.43 $99.53 $111.54 $114.55

3 YARD - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $21.66 $0.87 $22.53 $133.09 $3.33 $136.42 $154.75 $158.95

4 YARD - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $28.85 $1.15 $30.00 $169.10 $4.23 $173.33 $197.95 $203.33

6 YARD - NON-SERVICE DAY EXTRA PICKUP $43.28 $1.73 $45.01 $241.17 $6.03 $247.20 $284.45 $292.21



Grass Valley

Rates Effective July 1, 2024

RESIDENTIAL

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

DISPOSAL (GATE FEE) SERVICE

4.00% 2.50%

* Disposal Price 

Adjustment
 CPI Increase 

ROLL OFF BINS

20 yard to 40 Yard C&D $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $226.50 $5.66 $232.16 $226.50 $232.16

20 yard to 40 Yard Refuse $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $226.50 $5.66 $232.16 $226.50 $232.16

20 yard to 40 Yard Metals $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $226.50 $5.66 $232.16 $226.50 $232.16

20 yard to 40 Yard Wood Lumber $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $226.50 $5.66 $232.16 $226.50 $232.16

20 yard to 40 Yard Recycle - Comingled $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $226.50 $5.66 $232.16 $226.50 $232.16

10 Yard - dirt, rock, concrete only $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $226.50 $5.66 $232.16 $226.50 $232.16

DISPOSAL

Cost per Ton - Refuse $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $103.94 $2.60 $106.54 $103.94 $106.54

Cost per Ton - C&D $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $88.39 $2.21 $90.60 $88.39 $90.60

Cost per Ton - dirt, rock, concrete (same as C&D rate) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $88.39 $2.21 $90.60 $88.39 $90.60

Cost per Ton - Metal ** May Vary per 3rd Party Charges N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Cost per Ton - Wood/Lumber/GreenWaste $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $73.10 $1.83 $74.93 $73.10 $74.93

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

Inactivity Fee - Per Day after 7th $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $13.15 $0.33 $13.48 $13.15 $13.48

COMPACTOR: PER CUBIC YARD $21.66 $0.87 $22.53 $33.20 $0.83 $34.03 $54.86 $56.56

Relocation Charge - at customer's request $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $90.16 $2.25 $92.41 $90.16 $92.41

Delivery - Applied to Roll off and Instabin $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $90.16 $2.25 $92.41 $90.16 $92.41

4.00% 2.50%

* Disposal Price 

Adjustment
 CPI Increase 

RESIDENTIAL ANCILLARY SERVICES

BAD/RETURN CHECK FEE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $25.00 N/A $25.00 $25.00 $25.00

ACTIVIATION/DELIVERY FEES $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $23.55 $0.59 $24.14 $23.55 $24.14

RESTART FEE W/O DELIVERY $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $18.85 $0.47 $19.32 $18.85 $19.32

RESTART FEE W/DELIVERY $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $54.81 $1.37 $56.18 $54.81 $56.18

EARLY RETRIEVAL RESIDENTIAL - SERVICE LESS THAN 1YR $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $39.17 $0.98 $40.15 $39.17 $40.15

RESIDENTAL CART REPLACEMENT FEE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $117.48 $2.94 $120.42 $117.48 $120.42

LATE FEE IS 2.5% OR $5.00 WHICH EVER IS GREATER N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE CART EXCHANGE FEE (MORE THAN 1 

CART CHANGE WITHIN 12 MONTHS)
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 57.79 1.44 59.23 57.79 $59.23

COMMERCIAL ANCILLARY SERVICES

BAD/RETURN CHECK FEE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $39.17 $0.98 $40.15 $39.17 $40.15

ACTIVIATION/DELIVERY FEES $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $39.17 $0.98 $40.15 $39.17 $40.15

RESTART FEE W/O DELIVERY $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $18.85 $0.47 $19.32 $18.85 $19.32

RESTART FEE W/DELIVERY $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $54.81 $1.37 $56.18 $54.81 $56.18

OVERFLOW FEE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $103.45 $2.59 $106.04 $103.45 $106.04

LATE FEE IS 2.5% OR $5.00 WHICH EVER IS GREATER N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

SALE OF LOCKS $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $44.93 $1.12 $46.05 $44.93 $46.05

LOCK FEE PER BIN / PER OCCURANCE MONTHLY $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1.47 $0.04 $1.51 $1.47 $1.51

PUSH OUT FEE 10'-20' FEET- Per Bin Per Service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2.57 $0.06 $2.63 $2.57 $2.63

PUST OUT FEE 20' OR MORE -Per Bin Per Service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5.14 $0.13 $5.27 $5.14 $5.27

Difficult to Service / Scout Truck Services

CONTAMINATION CHARGE - 35 Gal* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $5.30 $5.45

CONTAMINATION CHARGE - 64 Gal* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $10.60 $10.90

CONTAMINATION CHARGE - 96 Gal* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $18.24 $18.75

CONTAMINATION CHARGE - 2 YARD BIN* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $77.76 $79.92

CONTAMINATION CHARGE - 4 YARD BIN* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $125.10 $128.66

CONTAMINATION CHARGE - 6 YARD BIN* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $154.64 $159.16

*Commercial Contatmination Charge - If recycle bin is more than 5% contaminated, customer will be charged 100% of the corresponding monthly trash rate for equivalent bin size.

ANCILLARY SERVICES

DISPOSAL (GATE FEE) SERVICE

ROLL OFF SERVICES

DISPOSAL (GATE FEE) SERVICE

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

Current - Eff. 

7/1/2023

New - Eff. 

7/01/2024

Total New Rates 

Effective 

7/1/2024

Total Current 

Rates Eff. 

7/01/2023



 
City of Grass Valley  

City Council 
Agenda Action Sheet 

 

Title: AB 481 – Military Equipment Annual Inventory and Report; renewal of ordinance #815 

Recommendation: Approve the attached equipment inventory as well as the associated annual 
report, renew previously adopted ordinance #815 pursuant to requirements of AB-481  
 

Prepared by: Alexander K. Gammelgard, Chief of Police 

Council Meeting Date:  05/14/2023                  Date Prepared:  05/08/2023 

Agenda:  Consent 

 
Background Information:  On 04/26/2022, the City Council heard and adopted its first reading 
of Ordinance #815 related to the police military equipment use policy (attached), pursuant to 
the requirements of AB-481, in accordance with Government Code 7070 et al.  This was done 
to ensure the City of Grass Valley and its police department were in compliance with the new 
legislative changes.  Now that we are multiple years into the policy, part of maintaining 
compliance is an annual report to City Council, updating the military equipment and policy as 
necessary, making the information public, and holding an informational meeting to discuss the 
policy and equipment with members of the public.  The goal of this report and action of the 
Council is to ensure full compliance and transparency with the legislative requirements. 
 
Analysis/Discussion: 
There have been no legislative changes to Government Code 7070, GVPD Policy 706, and/or 
City of Grass Valley Ordinance 815 since their adoption.   
 
Government Code Section 7070 (c) defines “Military equipment”.  The attached Annual 
Inventory Report identifies equipment utilized by GVPD that matches those definitions.  It also 
indicates the quantity of any equipment utilized during calendar year 2023, pursuant to the 
requirement of 7072(a).  Additional information is included in the written report (attached). 
 
The governing body shall only approve a military equipment use policy pursuant to this chapter 
if it determines all of the following: 
 
(A) The military equipment is necessary because there is no reasonable alternative that can 
achieve the same objective of officer and civilian safety. 
(B) The proposed military equipment use policy will safeguard the public’s welfare, safety, civil 
rights, and civil liberties. 
(C) If purchasing the equipment, the equipment is reasonably cost effective compared to 
available alternatives that can achieve the same objective of officer and civilian safety. 
(D) Prior military equipment use complied with the military equipment use policy that was in 
effect at the time, or if prior uses did not comply with the accompanying military equipment 
use policy, corrective action has been taken to remedy nonconforming uses and ensure future 
compliance. 
 
Staff has reviewed these safeguards and finds that all of them have been met to the best of the 



police department’s knowledge, training, and experience. 
 
The governing body (City Council) shall review any ordinance that it has adopted pursuant to 
this section approving the funding, acquisition, or use of military equipment at least annually 
and, vote on whether to renew the ordinance at a regular meeting.  The governing body shall 
determine, based on the annual military equipment report submitted pursuant to Section 7072, 
whether each type of military equipment identified in that report has complied with the 
standards for approval set forth above. If the governing body determines that a type of military 
equipment identified in that annual military equipment report has not complied with the 
standards for approval, the governing body shall either disapprove a renewal of the 
authorization for that type of military equipment or require modifications to the military 
equipment use policy in a manner that will resolve the lack of compliance. 
 
The police department believes that the military equipment used by, and in possession of, the 
police department, as well as the previously adopted policy and ordinance, complies with the 
standards of the law. 
 
The police department will hold a public meeting no more than 30 days from the approval of 
this action item, where the general public may discuss and ask questions regarding the annual 
military equipment report and the law enforcement agency’s funding, acquisition, or use of 
military equipment (Government Code 7072(b)).  We will also post our annual report and 
associated documents to the police department webpage (Government Code 7072(a)). 
 
Council Goals/Objectives:  The execution of this action attempts to achieve Strategic Goal #6 
– Exceptional Public Safety 
 
Fiscal Impact: Any costs will be budgeted in the police department annual Fiscal Year budget, 
or made by special request to the Council at a future date, should acquisition be needed. 
 

Attachments:      

 Annual Inventory Report 

 Annual Military Equipment Report 

 Ordinance #815 

 Grass Valley Police Department Policy 
 
Funds Available:   N/A    Account #:  N/A 
 
Reviewed by:    



Acquisition Cost Estimated Annual

for Existing 
Equipment

Maintenance 
Costs

DJI Matrice 210 Inventory: 1 UAS (Drone) - Out of Service 3-5 Years $21,550.00

DJI Mavic II Enterprise Pro Inventory: 1 UAS (Drone) 3-5 Years $7,851.00 $50.00

DJI Spark Inventory: 1 UAS (Drone) - Expired 3-5 Years $411.00

SKYDIO SDRC2V1 Inventory: 1 UAS (Drone) -Expired 3-5 Years $2,680.18

SKYDIO X10 Inventory: 0 UAS (Drone)
Sought: 1 3-5 years $18,999.00 $18,999.00

Inventory: 4 Current Drone License 2 years $75.00 $300.00
Part 107 License Sought: 2  Drone Pilot License 2 years $175.00 $350.00

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Not Utilized 0

Section 1: Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles

GRASS VALLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT
2023 Annual Inventory Report - AB 481 Defined Military Equipment Fiscal Impact

Item(s)
Quantity

Notes Lifespan Price per unit Fiscal 2024 
Acquisition Cost

Possess or Sought

Section 8: Firearms of .50 caliber or greater (Not including shotguns)

Section 9: Ammunition of .50 caliber or greater (Not including shotgun ammunition)

Section 2: Mine -resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers

Section 3: High mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV)

Section 4: Tracked armored vehicles

Section 5: Command and Control vehicles 

Section 6: Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind

Section 7: Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses (Explosives in nature)



12GA Less Lethal shotgun with LL Stock Inventory: 1 Patrol Orange stock with sling N/A $593.00 $593.00

Inventory: 238 Bean Bag Rounds Model 3027 5 Years $7.50 $1,785.00
Deployed: 54 Annual re-certifcation
* Sought: 75 Bean Bag Rounds Model 3027 5 Years $7.50 $562.50 $562.50

12GA Rubber Buck Shot Inventory: 125 15 shot (load / charges) 5 Years $23.99 $599.75

12GA CTS CS Liquid Barricade Inventory: 29 Model 2330 5 Years $8.00 $240.00
Deployed: 1 Training 

Inventory: 50 Defense Technology Model 3105 5 Years $7.95 $477.00
Inventory: 200 Hornady Tap Entry Frangible Sintered Slug 5 Years $202.03 (per 100) $202.03 $202.03

* Price Per Unit represents current increase in pricing 

Not Utilized 0

CTS Mini  Bang Inventory: 23 Model 7290M 5 years $48.01 $1,104.23
Sought: 12 Model 7290M 5 years $48.01 $1,104.23 $1,104.23

Defense Technology Inventory: 11 Multi-Port plus Model 7000 Body 10 years $29.95 $329.45

Defense Technology Charge Inventory: 4 DD Reload Steel Collar Model 8901 5 Years $38.60 $115.80
Deployed: 3 Annual Training 

40mm CTS White Smoke Multi-Projectile (3) Inventory: 4 Model 4213 5 Years $28.00 $112.00

40mm CTS Liquid CS Inventory: 10 Model 4330 Barricade Projectile 5 Years $23.13 $231.30
Deployed: 1 Training 

CTS Baffled Riot CS Smoke Inventory: 10 Model 5230B 5 Years $38.50 $385.00

Defense Tech White Smoke Inventory: 4 Han-Ball Rubber Ball - Saf-Smoke 5 Years $32.95 $131.80

* Price Per Unit represents current increase in pricing 

Not Utilized 0

40mm Defense Technology eXact iMpact Inventory: 38 Sponge Rounds. Model 6325 5 Years $26.50 $1,192.50
Deployed: 7 Training 

Sought: 12 $26.50 $312.00

Section 10: Specialized firearms and ammunition less than .50 caliber

12GA Drag Stabilized Rounds

Section 14: 40mm projectile launchers, 'bean bag,' rubber bullet, and specialty impact munition (SIM) weapons

Section 13: Taser Shockwave, microwave weapons, water cannons, and Long Range Acoustic Device (LRAD)

12GA Breaching Round

Section 11: Any firearm or firearm accessory designed to launch explosives

Section 12: 'Flashbang' grenades and explosive breaching tools, 'tear gas,' and 'pepper balls'



Defense Technology 40mm Bean Bag Rounds Inventory: 12 Model 6025 5 Years $28.15 $337.80

Inventory: 164 Model 6530 5 Years $5.37 $1,363.98
Deployed: 90 Annual re-certification

Sought: 100 Model 6530 5 years $5.37 $537.00 $537.00

40mm LMT Launcher Inventory: 1 Tactical Readiness N/A $1,025.00 $1,025.00
40mm LMT Launcher Inventory: 1 Patrol N/A $819.00 $819.00
40mm LMT Launcher Inventory: 1 Patrol N/A $819.00 $819.00

* Price Per Unit represents current increase in pricing 

Not Utilized 0
Section 15: Any other equipment as determined needing additional oversight

Defense Tech 40mm Training Rounds
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GRASS VALLEY 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
129 S. Auburn Street ⦁ Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(530) 477-4600 main ⦁ (530) 274-4329 fax 

 
To:  City of Grass Valley City Council  
From:      Alexander K. Gammelgard, Chief of Police 
Subject:   Annual Military Equipment Report 
Date:   City Council Meeting of 05/14/2024 
 
This report is prepared in accordance with department policy, and associated 
legislative requirements and is provided to the Grass Valley City Council and members 
of the public regarding the possession and use of certain equipment in the possession 
of the Grass Valley Police Department. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Government Code Section 7070 (c) - subsections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, and 
15: There are no updates or impacts as no new equipment as defined in the above-
referenced sections is in the police department’s possession or was purchased in the 
calendar year 2023, and there is no intention to make any purchases of military 
equipment during this calendar year (2024).   
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Government Code Section 7070 (c) – subsections 1, 10, 12, and 14:  Below are items 
of military equipment as defined in Government Code Section 7070 (c) which have been 
in the possession of the police department since January of 2022, the use of which was 
approved pursuant to Ordinance #815, first considered, and adopted by the City Council 
on April 26, 2022. 
 

Pursuant to 7072 (a), this report will outline, for each type of equipment, the 
following: 

(1) A summary of how the military equipment was used and the purpose of its use. 
(2) A summary of any complaints or concerns received concerning the military 

equipment. 
(3) The results of any internal audits, any information about violations of the 

military equipment use policy, and any actions taken in response. 
(4) The total annual cost for each type of military equipment, including acquisition, 

personnel, training, transportation, maintenance, storage, upgrade, and other 
ongoing costs, and from what source funds will be provided for the military 
equipment in the calendar year following submission of the annual military 
equipment report. 
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(5) The quantity possessed for each type of military equipment. 
(6) If the law enforcement agency intends to acquire additional military equipment 

in the next year, the quantity sought for each type of military equipment. 
 

 
Section 1, Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles: 

(1) The police department DJI Matrice 210 UAS was not utilized in 2023 and has 
been removed from service. The Matrice 210 platform is no longer supported by 
DroneSense software rendering the Matric in-operable for law enforcement use.  
The DJI Spark was not utilized in 2023 and has been in service for more than 5 
years, with outdated software and expired batteries.  The Mavic Enterprise was 
utilized at least five (5) times for critical incident training, July 4th parade, 
July 4th fireworks, Donation Day Parade, and Toy Run.  The Skydio was utilized 
at least six (6) times by our School Resource Officer (SRO), for campus security 
training, student presentations, media relations, and software updates.  

(2) No complaints were reported. 
(3) The DroneSense software platform records data logs flight information for the 

Matrice 210 and Mavic Enterprise. The Matrice 210 recorded no data. The Mavic 
platform records that it was used, but no additional flight or operator 
information is recorded. No violations of policy were identified. The police 
department is developing additional manual flight tracking data collection. 

(4) Total Annual Costs 
Acquisition: N/A – Previously acquired 
Personnel: No specialized personnel – ancillary duty 
Training: $75 per operator x 4 operators  
Transportation: N/A 
Maintenance: N/A 
Storage: N/A 
Upgrade: See below 
Other ongoing costs: Mavic Enterprise propeller blades, annual training, 
addition of two drone operators. Some additional maintenance costs may be 
required (see estimate in Annual Inventory Report). 
Source of Funds: City general funds (Measure E) allocated to the police 
department operating and training budgets will be utilized. 

(5) Refer to Attachment – 2023 Annual Inventory Report 
(6) The Grass Valley Police Department seeks to replace its DJI Matrice 210 drone 

platform, which is past its useful life.  Currently, after evaluation of existing 
replacement options, the department will seek to replace the DJI Matrice 210 
with a Skydio X10.  The new technology is American-made and will assist in 
maintaining and improving our capabilities that have proven successful with our 
UAS program.  See Annual Inventory report for estimated costs related to the 
sought item.  Any acquisition will be brought to City Council for purchase 
approval at a later date. 
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Section 10, Specialized firearms and ammunition less than .50 caliber: 
(1) Fifty-four (54), 12GA Drag Stabilized bean bag rounds were used for mandatory 

annual re-certification training. One (1) 12GA CTS CS Liquid Barricade round 
was used for annual gasmask fit test. No additional equipment identified in 
Section 10, was utilized.  

(2) No complaints were reported. 
(3) An audit of use in conjunction with training was conducted.  No violations of 

policy were identified.  The quantity of all items at year-end matches the 
documented quantity of use. 

(4) Total Annual Costs 
Acquisition:   12GA Drag Stabilized Rounds – Sought Qty. 75 – Total Cost 
approximately $562.50 
Personnel:  No specialized personnel – ancillary duty 
Training:  Unknown.  Specialized training is required to become an instructor for 
some items of this equipment.  Should a trainer’s certification expire or they no 
longer are available to train, another department member may seek training, 
the cost of which is not known at this time as training opportunities, locations, 
and costs are only known once available.  
Transportation: N/A 
Maintenance: N/A 
Storage: N/A 
Upgrade: N/A 
Other ongoing costs: Not anticipated. 
Source of funds:  City general funds allocated to the police department operating 
and training budgets will be utilized. 

(5) Refer to Attachment - 2023 Annual Inventory Report 
(6) Refer to Attachment - 2023 Annual Inventory Report.  Seventy-five (75) 12GA 

Drag Stabilized Rounds are being sought to resupply items used for training and 
to ensure enough equipment is on hand for additional/ongoing training as well 
as for any field use that may be needed.  Total cost is subject to change based 
on unknown vendor pricing.  

 
Section 12, ‘Flashbang’ grenades and explosive breaching tools, ‘tear gas,’ and 
‘pepper balls’: 

(1) Three (3) Defense Technology Charges were used for training. One (1) 40mm 
CTS Liquid CS round was used for annual gasmask fit test. No additional items 
of inventory identified in Section 12 were used. 

(2) No complaints were reported. 
(3) No violations of policy were identified.  A use log is completed for every 

deployment. 
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(4) Total Annual Costs 
Acquisition:  CTS Mini Bang – Sought Qty. 12 (Standard order quantity/minimum 
order quantity) – Total Cost approximately $1,104.23 
Personnel:  No specialized personnel – ancillary duty 
Training:  N/A 
Transportation: N/A 
Maintenance: N/A 
Storage: N/A 
Upgrade: N/A 
Other ongoing costs: Not anticipated. 
Source of funds:  City general funds allocated to the police department operating 
and training budgets will be utilized. 

(5) Refer to Attachment - 2023 Annual Inventory Report 
(6) Twelve (12) CTS Mini Bang devices are being sought to supply items used for 

training and to ensure enough equipment is on hand for additional/ongoing 
training as well as for any field use that may be needed. Total cost is subject to 
change based on unknown vendor pricing. 

 
Section 14, 40mm projectile launchers, ‘bean bag,’ rubber bullets, and specialty 
impact munition (SIM) weapons:  
(1) Ninety (90), Defense Tech 40mm Training Rounds were used for mandatory annual 
re-certification. Seven (7) 40mm Defense Technology eXact iMpact rounds were used 
for annual training. No additional items of inventory identified in Section 14 were 
used.  
(2) No complaints were reported. 
(3) No violations of policy were identified. The quantity of all items at year-end matches 
the documented quantity of use. 
(4) Acquisition:  Defense Tech 40mm Training Rounds – Sought Qty. 100 – Total Cost 
approximately $537.00. 
Personnel:  No specialized personnel – ancillary duty 
Training:  N/A 
Transportation: N/A 
Maintenance: N/A 
Storage: N/A 
Upgrade: N/A 
Other ongoing costs: Not anticipated. 
Source of funds:  City general funds allocated to the police department operating 
budget and training budget will be utilized. 
(5) Refer to Attachment - 2023 Annual Inventory Report 
(6) One hundred (100) 40mm Training Rounds are being sought to be used for annual 
and additional less-than-lethal training. 
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Grass Valley Police Department

Grass Valley PD CA Policy Manual

Military Equipment
706.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the approval, acquisition, and reporting 
requirements of military equipment (Government Code § 7070; Government Code § 7071; 
Government Code § 7072).

706.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include (Government Code § 7070):

Governing body – The elected or appointed body that oversees the Department. (i.e. the Grass 
Valley City Council).

Military equipment – AB 481's definition of "military equipment" is not "equipment used by the 
military" or "equipment acquired from the military," but instead reaches 15 categories of equipment 
however acquired from whatever source:

1. Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles.

2. Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers. 
However, police versions of standard consumer vehicles are specifically excluded 
from this subdivision.

3. High mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), commonly referred to as 
Humvees, two and one-half-ton trucks, five-ton trucks, or wheeled vehicles that have 
a breaching or entry apparatus attached. However, unarmored all-terrain vehicles 
(ATVs) and motorized dirt bikes are specifically excluded from this subdivision.

4. Tracked armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants and utilize 
a tracked system instead of wheels for forward motion.

5. Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the 
operational control and direction of public safety units.

6. Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind.

7. Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature. 
However, items designed to remove a lock, such as bolt cutters, or a handheld ram 
designed to be operated by one person, are specifically excluded from this subdivision.

8. Firearms of.50 caliber or greater. However, standard issue shotguns are specifically 
excluded from this subdivision.

9. Ammunition of.50 caliber or greater. However, standard issue shotgun ammunition is 
specifically excluded from this subdivision.

10. Specialized firearms and ammunition of less than.50 caliber, including assault 
weapons as defined in Sections 30510 and 30515 of the Penal Code, with the 
exception of standard issue service weapons and ammunition of less than.50 caliber 
that are issued to officers, agents, or employees of a law enforcement agency or a 
state agency.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2024/01/16, All Rights Reserved.
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11. Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launch explosive projectiles.

12. 'Flashbang' grenades and explosive breaching tools, 'tear gas,' and 'pepper balls,' 
excluding standard, service-issued handheld pepper spray.

13. Taser Shockwave, microwave weapons, water cannons, and the Long Range Acoustic 
Device(LRAD).

14. The following projectile launch platforms and their associated munitions: 40mm 
projectile launchers, 'bean bag,' rubber bullet, and specialty impact munition (SIM) 
weapons.

15. Any other equipment as determined by a governing body or a state agency to require 
additional oversight.

706.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Grass Valley Police Department that members of this department comply 
with the provisions of Government Code § 7071 with respect to military equipment.

706.3   MILITARY EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR
The Chief of Police should designate a member of this department to act as the military equipment 
coordinator. The responsibilities of the military equipment coordinator include but are not limited to:

(a) Acting as liaison to the governing body for matters related to the requirements of this 
policy.

(b) Identifying department equipment that qualifies as military equipment in the current 
possession of the Department, or the equipment the Department intends to acquire 
that requires approval by the city council.

(c) Conducting an inventory of all military equipment at least annually.

(d) Collaborating with any allied agency that may use military equipment within the 
jurisdiction of Grass Valley Police Department (Government Code § 7071).

(e) Preparing for, scheduling, and coordinating the annual community engagement 
meeting to include:

1. Publicizing the details of the meeting.

2. Preparing for public questions regarding the department's funding, acquisition, 
and use of equipment.

(f) Preparing the annual military equipment report for submission to the Chief of Police 
and ensuring that the report is made available on the department website (Government 
Code § 7072).

(g) Establishing the procedure for a person to register a complaint or concern, or how that 
person may submit a question about the use of a type of military equipment, and how 
the Department will respond in a timely manner.

706.4   MILITARY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
The following constitutes a list of qualifying equipment for the Department:
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See attachment: Grass Valley PD Military Equipment List

706.5   APPROVAL
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall obtain approval from the city council by 
way of an ordinance adopting the military equipment policy. As part of the approval process, the 
Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall ensure the proposed military equipment policy is 
submitted to the city council and is available on the department website at least 30 days prior to 
any public hearing concerning the military equipment at issue (Government Code § 7071). The 
military equipment policy must be approved by the city council prior to engaging in any of the 
following (Government Code § 7071):

(a) Requesting military equipment made available pursuant to 10 USC § 2576a.

(b) Seeking funds for military equipment, including but not limited to applying for a grant, 
soliciting or accepting private, local, state, or federal funds, in-kind donations, or other 
donations or transfers.

(c) Acquiring military equipment either permanently or temporarily, including by borrowing 
or leasing.

(d) Collaborating with another law enforcement agency in the deployment or other use of 
military equipment within the jurisdiction of this department.

(e) Using any new or existing military equipment for a purpose, in a manner, or by a person 
not previously approved by the city council.

(f) Soliciting or responding to a proposal for, or entering into an agreement with, any other 
person or entity to seek funds for, apply to receive, acquire, use, or collaborate in the 
use of military equipment.

(g) Acquiring military equipment through any means not provided above.

706.6   COORDINATION WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS
Military equipment used by any member of this Department shall be approved for use and in 
accordance with this Department policy. Military equipment used by other jurisdictions that are 
providing mutual aid to this Department, or otherwise conducting law enforcement activities in 
this jurisdiction, shall comply with their respective military equipment use policies in performing 
such actions.

706.7   ANNUAL REPORT
Upon approval of a military equipment policy, the Chief of Police or the authorized designee 
shall submit a military equipment report to the city council for each type of military equipment 
approved within one year of approval, and annually thereafter for as long as the military equipment 
is available for use (Government Code § 7072).

The Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall also make each annual military equipment 
report publicly available on the department website for as long as the military equipment is 
available for use. The report shall include all information required by Government Code § 7072 
for the preceding calendar year for each type of military equipment in department inventory.
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706.8   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Within 30 days of submitting and publicly releasing the annual report, the Department shall hold 
at least one well-publicized and conveniently located community engagement meeting, at which 
the Department should discuss the report and respond to public questions regarding the funding, 
acquisition, or use of military equipment.
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City of Grass Valley  

City Council 
Agenda Action Sheet 

 

 

Title: Introduction of an ordinance amending section 17.38.050(B) and adding Section 

17.38.080(N) of Chapter 17.38 and Section 17.100.020(S) of Chapter 17.100, Title 

17 of the Grass Valley Municipal Code regarding the regulation of portable signage 

within the ROW of properties located within the Town Core zoning designation  

CEQA: Exempt under CEQA Guideline §15301, Categorical Exemption Class 1 (“Existing 
Facilities”) and under CEQA Guideline §15061(b)(3) (General Rule) 

Recommendation: Introduce the attached ordinance 828, waive full reading, and read by 
Title Only 
 

Prepared by: Amy Wolfson, City Planner  

Council Meeting Date:  May 14, 2024                   Date Prepared:  May 8, 2024 

Agenda: Public Hearing  
                    

 

Background Information: At the City Council meeting held January 23, 2024, council directed 
staff to draft an ordinance that regulates A-Board signage. Staff held a public workshop with 
merchants and FREED on March 6, 2024. The final draft ordinance is a culmination of feedback 
provided at the workshop and by the Police, Engineering, and Planning Departments. 
 
The ordinance regulations only apply to portable signs within the Right-of Way (ROW) of the 
Town Core Zoning designation and only allow them for retail and restaurant tenants. As 
drafted, it regulates the size and location and limits the number of portable signs that can be 
placed for any one business. Portable signage within the ROW throughout the rest of the city 
will remain prohibited, though businesses who place portable signage within private property 
space would not be regulated under this ordinance. The ordinance further regulates material 
that may be used for portable signs that are located within the Historic District.  
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the draft ordinance at their regular meeting held April 16, 
2024 and voted unanimously to recommend adoption as presented.  

 
Council Goals/Objectives: The drafting of this ordinance attempts to achieve, Goal #4: the 
City of Grass Valley encourages a robust and sustainable economy that reflects diverse 
employment opportunities that support the values of Grass Valley. 
 
Fiscal Impact:   Drafting of the ordinance required staff time. 
 
Funds Available:  None Account #:  TBD Reviewed by: City Manager 
 
Attachments:  

1. Notice of Exemption 
2. Draft Ordinance for the Regulation of Portable Signage in the ROW 



 
 

 

 
  
 

  

  
   

   

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
     

 
  

 
      
 

   

   
 

      
   

 
   

 

 

  

 

  

 

        Statutory Exemptions. State code number:  

          

   

_______________________________________________

Print Form 

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

 From: (Public Agency):  ____________________________To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113

 _______________________________________________Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 County Clerk 
(Address) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

County of:  __________________ 

Project Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location - Specific: 

Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

_____________________ 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  _____________________________________________________ 

Name of Person or Agency  Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 

Exempt Status:  (check one): 
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: 

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:  
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

_______________ 

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:  ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________ Title: _______________________ 

Revised 2011 

City of Grass Valley

950 Maidu Avenue

Ordinance regulating portable signage within the ROW of the Town Core zoning designation 

City of Grass Valley

Grass Valley Nevada

City of Grass Valley
Planning Department

X

Amy Wolfson, City Planner 530-274-4711

5/8/2024 City Planner

125 East Main Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Nevada

Nevada City, CA 95959

Regulates size and location and number of portable signs within the (ROW) of the TC Zoning designation for retail and restaurant
tenants.

Portable Signage within the ROW of Town Core Zoning

 §15301 (Class 1), §15061(b)(3) 

This Ordinance is exempt under CEQA Guideline 15301, Categorical Exemption Class 1 (“Existing Facilities”), because it 
regulates the ability of existing businesses on commercial property to advertise using portable signs and does not 
authorize an expansion of use.  This Ordinance is also exempt under CEQA Guideline 15061(b)(3) because it can be 
seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the Ordinance may have a significant effect on the environment as it is 
intended to regulate existing land uses rather than to promote new ones.
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ORDINANCE NO. 828 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRASS 

VALLEY AMENDING SECTION 17.38.050(B) AND ADDING SECTION 

17.38.080(N) OF CHAPTER 17.38 AND SECTION 17.100.020(S) OF 

CHAPTER 17.100, TITLE 17 OF THE GRASS VALLEY MUNICIPAL CODE 

REGARDING PORTABLE SIGNAGE REGULATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grass Valley desires to promote the use of signs in the City which are 
safe, aesthetically pleasing, compatible with their surroundings and legible in the circumstances in 

which they are seen; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grass Valley recognizes adequate business identification is necessary for 

the conduct of competitive commerce; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grass Valley desires to reduce sign or advertising distractions and physical 

hazards which have the potential to distract a driver’s attention from the roadway or create 

impediments to pedestrians and people with mobility challenges; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, after considering public comment, held a duly noticed 

public hearing and reviewed the draft ordinance amendment at its regular meeting held on April 

16, 2024 and voted 5-0 to recommend adoption by the City Council. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRASS VALLEY: 

SECTION 1. CODE AMENDMENT. Section 17.38.050(B) of Chapter 17.38 of Title 17 of the 

Grass Valley Municipal Code as follows is hereby amended to read as follows (deletions denoted 

by struck through text and additions denoted by underlined text): 

17.38.050 - Prohibited Signs 

… 

B. Examples of Prohibited Signs. Examples of prohibited signs include the following: 

1. A-board and other pPortable sidewalk signs within the public right of way 

(ROW), except A-Board and Pedestal signage in compliance with Subsection 

17.38.080.N. 

… 
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23. Signs within the public right-of-way ROW, except for signs installed or 

maintained by a government agency for traffic safety and directional purposes, 

in compliance with Subsection 17.38.060.E (signs placed within the public right-

of-way), or A-Board and Pedestal signage in compliance with Subsection 

17.38.080.N;  

SECTION 2. CODE AMENDMENT. Section 17.38.080(N) of Chapter 17.38 of Title 17 of the 

Grass Valley Municipal Code is hereby added to read as follows (deletions denoted by struck 

through text and additions denoted by underlined text): 

17.38.080 – Standards for Specific Sign Types.  

… 

N. Notwithstanding the sign standards set forth in Table 3-11, each retail or restaurant 

tenant located in a commercial or industrial zone shall be allowed A-Board or Pedestal 

signage within the public right-of-way (ROW) subject to the following standards: 

1. Each retail or restaurant tenant located within a Traditional Community Zone 

shall be allowed one (1) A-Board sign or one (1) Pedestal sign, but not both.  

2. A-Board or Pedestal signs shall be located no further than ten (10) feet from a main 

customer entrance of the business advertised on the sign. 

3. Signs shall be limited to size limitations of six (6) square feet for each side and shall 

be no taller than four (4) feet in height.  

4. Signs shall not be placed so as to obstruct any door or fire escape of any building 

nor impede an accessible path of travel within the ROW in violation of the 

Americans with Disability Act (ADA) standards. A minimum 4-foot wide clear 

path of travel in the ROW shall be maintained.  
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5. Signs shall be maintained in a good and safe structural condition. 

6. Signs shall be removed from the ROW and placed indoors outside business hours. 

7. Signs shall be stabilized to withstand wind gusts or shall be removed during 

windy conditions. 

8. No lighting, flags, balloons, or other such features shall be attached to signs. 

9. Any violation of this section may result in removal and temporary storage of 

signage by the City. 

10. Any business entity that places signage within City right-of-way or on City 

property shall be required to maintain liability insurance that meets limits 

outlined in section 12.48.310 of the Grass Valley City Municipal Code and shall 

be required to demonstrate such coverage at any time, and without prior notice, 

at the request of a City official.  

 

11. In addition to the standards above and elsewhere in this code, the following 

additional standards shall apply to all A-Board and Pedestal signs within the 

Historical District: 

 

a. Signage material shall be wood or chalkboard and shall feature wood 

framing. The signage and framing may be unfinished or may be painted in 

colors consistent with a manufacturer’s historic color palette.  

 

b. Whiteboard and/or plastic signage materials shall not be permitted.  
 

SECTION 3. CODE AMENDMENT. Section 17.100.020(S) of Chapter 17.100 of Title 17 of the 

Grass Valley Municipal Code as follows is hereby amended to add the following: 

 

… 

S. Definitions S. 

… 

 

 “Sign.” A structure, device, figure, display, message placard, or other contrivance, or 

any part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, which is designed, constructed, intended, or 

used to advertise, or to provide information in the nature of advertising, to direct or attract 

attention to an object, person, institution, business, product, service, event, or location by any 

means, including words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or 

projected images. Does not include murals, paintings and other works of art that are not 

intended to advertise or identify any business or product. Types of signs include the 

following, which are defined for the purposes of Chapter 17.38 (signs). 

https://library.municode.com/ca/grass_valley/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17DECO_ART3SIPLPRDEST_CH17.38SI
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  … 
 

26.  “Pedestal Sign.”  A temporary and/or moveable sign supported by a column(s)    

and a base so as to allow the sign to stand upright.  
 

  <renumber remaining sign categories> 

  … 

 
SECTION 4. CEQA FINDINGS. This Ordinance is exempt under CEQA Guideline 15301, 

Categorical Exemption Class 1 (“Existing Facilities”), because it regulates the ability of existing 

businesses on commercial property to advertise using portable signs and does not authorize an 

expansion of use.  This Ordinance is also exempt under CEQA Guideline 15061(b)(3) because it 

can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the Ordinance may have a significant 

effect on the environment as it is intended to regulate existing land uses rather than to promote 

new ones. 

SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of 

this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or its application to other persons 

and circumstances. The City Council of the City of Grass Valley declares that it would have 

adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof 

despite the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases, or 

portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional and, to that end, the provisions hereof are hereby 

declared to be severable. 

SECTION 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days after its 

adoption under Article VII, § 2 of the Grass Valley City Charter. 

SECTION 7. Publication. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 

Ordinance and shall cause the same to be published once in The Union, a newspaper of general 

circulation printed, published, and circulated within the City. 

INTRODUCED and first read at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 14th day of 

May 2024. 

FINAL PASSAGE AND ADOPTION by the City Council was at a meeting held on 

the________ day of _________________2024, by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

NOES: 
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ABSENT: 

ABSTAINING: 

 ________________________________ 

 Jan Arbuckle, Mayor 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ ________________________________ 

Michael G. Colantuono, City Attorney Taylor Day, City Clerk 

 

 


