GRASS VALLEY
City Council Regular Meeting, Capital Improvements Authority and
Redevelopment "Successor Agency”

Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 6:00 PM
Council Chambers, Grass Valley City Hall | 125 East Main Street, Grass Valley, California
Telephone: (530) 274-4310 - Fax: (530) 274-4399
E-Mail: info@cityofgrassvalley.com Web Site: www.cityofgrassvalley.com

AGENDA

Any person with a disability who requires accommodations to participate in this meeting
should telephone the City Clerk’s office at (530)274-4390, at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting to make a request for a disability related modification or accommodation.

Mayor Hilary Hodge, Vice Mayor Haven Caravelli, Councilmember Jan Arbuckle,
Councilmember Joe Bonomolo, Councilmember Tom lvy

MEETING NOTICE

City Council welcomes you to attend the meetings electronically or in person at the City Hall
Council Chambers, located at 125 E. Main St., Grass Valley, CA 95945. Regular Meetings are
scheduled at 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. Your interest is
encouraged and appreciated.

This meeting is being broadcast “live” on Comcast Channel 17 & 18 by Nevada County Media,
on the internet at www.cityofgrassvalley.com, or on the City of Grass Valley YouTube
channel at https://www.youtube.com/®@cityofgrassvalley.com

Members of the public are encouraged to submit public comments via voicemail at (530)
274-4390 and email to public@cityofgrassvalley.com. Comments will be reviewed and
distributed before the meeting if received by 5pm. Comments received after that will be
addressed during the item and/or at the end of the meeting. Council will have the option to
modify their action on items based on comments received. Action may be taken on any
agenda item.

Agenda materials, staff reports, and background information related to regular agenda items
are available on the City’s website: www.cityofgrassvalley.com. Materials related to an item
on this agenda submitted to the Council after distribution of the agenda packet will be made
available on the City of Grass Valley website at www.cityofgrassvalley.com, subject to City
staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting.

Please note, individuals who disrupt, disturb, impede, or render infeasible the orderly
conduct of a meeting will receive one warning that, if they do not cease such behavior, they
may be removed from the meeting. The chair has authority to order individuals removed if
they do not cease their disruptive behavior following this warning. No warning is required
before an individual is removed if that individual engages in a use of force or makes a true
threat of force. (Gov. Code, § 54957.95.)


mailto:info@cityofgrassvalley.com
http://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/

Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible and listening devices are available. Other
special accommodations may be requested to the City Clerk 72 hours in advance of the
meeting by calling (530) 274-4390, we are happy to accommodate.

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL

AGENDA APPROVAL - The City Council reserves the right to hear items in a different order
to accomplish business in the most efficient manner.

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
1. American Legion Poppy Day's Proclamation

2. PAWSS (Protecting Animals While Supporting Sobriety) Presentation
CITY STAFF UPDATE
3. Update from the Police Department

PUBLIC COMMENT - Members of the public are encouraged to submit public comments via
voicemail at (530) 274-4390 and email to public@cityofgrassvalley.com. Comments will be
reviewed and distributed before the meeting if received by 5pm. Comments received after
5pm will be addressed during the item and/or at the end of the meeting. Council will have
the option to modify their action on items based on comments received. Action may be
taken on any agenda item. There is a time limitation of three minutes per person for all
emailed, voicemail, or in person comments, and only one type of public comment per
person. Speaker cards are assigned for public comments that are on any items not on the
agenda, and within the jurisdiction or interest of the City. Speaker Cards can be pulled
until the opening of public comment at which time sign ups will no longer be allowed.
These cards can be found at the City Clerks desk. If you wish to speak regarding a scheduled
agenda item, please come to the podium when the item is announced. When recognized,
please begin by providing your name and address for the record (optional). Thirty minutes
of public comment will be heard under this item in order of the speaker card assigned and
the remaining general public comments will be heard at the end of the meeting. We will
begin with number one.

CONSENT ITEMS -All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are to be considered
routine by the City Council and/or Grass Valley Redevelopment Agency and will be enacted
by one motion in the form listed. There will be no separate discussion of these items
unless, before the City Council and/or Grass Valley Redevelopment Agency votes on the
motion to adopt, members of the Council and/or Agency, staff or the public request
specific items to be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion and action
but Council action is required to do so (roll call vote).Unless the Council removes an item
from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion, public comments are invited as to the
consent calendar as a whole and limited to three minutes per person.

4. /Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 8, 2025.
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Recommendation: Council approve minutes as submitted.
Partnership between Grass Valley Police Animal Services and Wayward Journey
CEQA: This is not a project

Recommendation: Council directs the Chief of Police to sign an MOU with Wayward
Journey benefiting the services at the Grass Valley Animal Shelter, subject to legal
review

Budget Adjustment to Flexibly Staff the Deputy City Manager /1l Position
CEQA: Not a Project

Recommendation: That the City Council 1) approve a budget adjustment to provide
flexibility in staffing the Deputy City Manager I/Il position, increasing appropriations
by $40,000, 2) approve the adjustment funding through the Sewer and Water
Enterprise Funds, 3) approve adding the Deputy City Manager I/Il to the
allotted/authorized City positions; 3) review the proposed agreements (including
Appendix A) for the Deputy City Manager I/Il position; 4) authorize the City Manager
to execute the Deputy City Manager |/l agreement subject to legal review; and 5)
authorize the Finance Director to make any necessary budget adjustments and/or
amendments to complete these actions.

Letter of Support - Extension of the BioMAT Program
CEQA: Not a project

Recommendation: That the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign a letter of
support urging Governor Gavin Newsom to extend and fully implement the BioMAT
(Biomass Market Adjusting Tariff) Program, in alignment with state law and consistent
with Grass Valley’s wildfire mitigation, environmental, and economic goals.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION OR SEPARATE ACTION AND /

OR ANY ADDED AGENDA ITEMS

REORGANIZATION RELATED ITEMS

PUBLIC HEARING

ADMINISTRATIVE

8.

Appeal Review of Hearing Officer’s Decision - Denial of Tobacco Retail License
Renewal for Hot Spot Smoke Shop

CEQA: Not a project

Recommendation: That the City Council conduct a hearing to consider the appeal
filed by Hot Spot Smoke Shop regarding the denial of its Tobacco Retail License
renewal, and take appropriate action to uphold, modify, or overturn the Hearing
Officer’s decision.

BRIEF REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURN
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POSTING NOTICE

This is to certify that the above notice of a meeting of The City Council, scheduled for
Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., was posted at city hall, easily accessible to the
public, as of 5:00 p.m. Friday, Apirl 17, 2025.

Taylor Whittingslow, City Clerk
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PROCLAMATION

PROCLAIMING MAY 23 & 24t 2024
AS
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

VETERAN’S POPPY DAYS

WHEREAS, the American Legion and the Auxiliary annually celebrates
VETERAN’S POPPY DAYS on behalf of the disabled veterans, widows and
orphans of our country and by doing so, greatly help those veterans in hospitals
to rehabilitate themselves; and

WHEREAS, these disabled veterans, totally confined to Veteran’s
Hospitals and the Yountville Veteran’s Home of California, make these poppies
as part of their rehabilitation program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council
of the City of Grass Valley, County of Nevada, State of California, hereby declare
May 23 & 24, 2024 as AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY VETERAN’S POPPY
DAYS, and urge the citizens of Grass Valley to participate in this most worthy
cause to help in the rehabilitation of the disabled veterans, widows and orphans
of this country.

Dated this 22" Day of April 2025

Hilary Hodge, Mayor Haven Caravelli, Vice Mayor

Jan Arbuckle, Council Member

Joe Bonomolo, Council Member Tom Ivy, Council Member




GRASS VALLEY
City Council Regular Meeting, Capital Improvements Authority and
Redevelopment "Successor Agency”

Tuesday, April 08, 2025 at 6:00 PM
Council Chambers, Grass Valley City Hall | 125 East Main Street, Grass Valley, California
Telephone: (530) 274-4310 - Fax: (530) 274-4399
E-Mail: info@cityofgrassvalley.com Web Site: www.cityofgrassvalley.com

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

Meeting called to order at 6:02 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pledge of allegiance was led by Mayor Hodge
ROLL CALL

PRESENT

Councilmember Jan Arbuckle
Councilmember Tom lvy
Mayor Hilary Hodge

ABSENT
Councilmember Joe Bonomolo
Vice Mayor Haven Caravelli

AGENDA APPROVAL -

Clerical correction on item # 7 (Extension of an agreement between the City and Nevada
County for the County to provide building inspection, plan review, and other related building
services for the City) changing expiration date to June 30, 2026.

Removal of Item #9 (Purchase of a Pierce Manufacturing 107’ Ascendant Aerial Ladder Truck)
& Item #11 (Loma Rica Open Space Fuel Reduction Project).

Motion made with noted changes Councilmember Arbuckle, Seconded by Councilmember Ivy.
Voting Yea: Councilmember Arbuckle, Councilmember lvy, Mayor Hodge

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
1. Arts, Culture & Creativity Month Proclamation
CITY STAFF UPDATE
2. Fire Department Update
PUBLIC COMMENT -
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Virtual Public Comments attached.

In-person Speakers: 1 to 10 (noted change to Speaker #8, who did not speak).
CONSENT ITEMS -

Public Comment: Matthew Coulter, Sierra

Motion made to approve consent with the noted changes in the agenda approval by
Councilmember Arbuckle, Seconded by Councilmember lvy.
Voting Yea: Councilmember Arbuckle, Councilmember lvy, Mayor Hodge

3.

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2025.
Recommendation: Council approve minutes as submitted.

Health and Safety Code Section 13146.4 Report on Fire Inspections

CEQA: Not a project

Recommendation: That Council adopt Resolution 2025-07, which accepts the Grass
Valley Fire Department report pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 13146.4 annual
inspections for 2024

Nevada County Transportation Commission FY 2025/26 Overall Work Program Approval
CEQA: N/A - Not a Project

Recommendation: That Council: 1) review the projects proposed for inclusion in the
Nevada County Transportation Commission FY 2025/26 Overall Work Program, 2) adopt a
Resolution approving the projects for inclusion in the Nevada County Transportation
Commission Overall Work Program

2025 Annual Measure E Street Rehabilitation Project - Authorization to Award Contract
CEQA: Categorically Exempt - Section 15301 “Existing Facilities”

Recommendation: That Council 1) award a contract for the 2025 Annual Measure E
Street Rehabilitation Project to Sierra Nevada Construction, Inc., 2) authorize the Mayor
to execute the construction contract, subject to legal review and, 3) authorize the City
Engineer to approve construction change orders for up to 10% of the contract amount.

Extension of an agreement between the City and Nevada County for the County to
provide building inspection, plan review, and other related building services for the
City.

CEQA: Not a project

Recommendation: Authorize the Mayor to sign the attached Agreement between the
City of Grass Valley and Nevada County for the provision of building services, subject
to legal review.

Community Engagement Specialist Position
CEQA: Not a project.

Recommendation: That the City Council approve the creation of the Community
Engagement Specialist position and authorize the promotion of an existing qualified
employee to fill the position, with backfilling of any resulting vacancies.

Purchase of a Pierce Manufacturing 107’ Ascendant Aerial Ladder Truck
CEQA: Not a Project
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10.

11.

12.

Recommendation: That 1) Council direct the Fire Chief to enter into an agreement
with Pierce Manufacturing for one 107’ Ascendant Aerial Ladder Truck, subject to legal
review; 2) Direct the Finance Director to make necessary budget adjustments in the
2025/2026 Fiscal Year Budget.

Appointment of Planning Commissioner
CEQA: Not a Project

Recommendation: That Council approve the appointment of Matthew Wich as
Planning Commissioner for Councilmember Ivy.

Loma Rica Open Space Fuel Reduction Project

CEQA: Exempt under CEQA Guideline §15304, Categorical Exemption Class 4 (“Minor
Alterations to Land”)

Recommendation: That Council authorize the advertisement for bids for the Loma Rica
Open Space Fuels Reduction Project.

Appointment of Measure E Oversight Committee Members
CEQA: Not a Project

Recommendation: That the City Council appoint Measure E Oversight Committee
member Branstrom to a term ending December 2028.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION OR SEPARATE ACTION AND /

OR ANY ADDED AGENDA ITEMS

REORGANIZATION RELATED ITEMS

PUBLIC HEARING

ADMINISTRATIVE

13.

14.

Approve Resolution 2025-09 Renaming the road through Memorial Park to Lou Conter
Way

CEQA: Not a project

Recommendation: That the City Council approve Resolution 2025-09 naming of a
street within Memorial Park in Grass Valley, CA, in honor of Lou Conter, in recognition
of his distinguished military service and contributions to the nation and community.

Tim Kiser, City Manager, gave an overview of the item to the Council.
Public Comment: Robin Davis

Motion to approve Resolution 2025-09 naming of a street within Memorial Park in
Grass Valley, CA, in honor of Lou Conter, in recognition of his distinguished military
service and contributions to the nation and community by Councilmember Arbuckle,
Seconded by Councilmember lvy.

Voting Yea: Councilmember Arbuckle, Councilmember lvy, Mayor Hodge

Partnership between Grass Valley Police Animal Services and Wayward Journey
CEQA: Not a project

Recommendation: That Council (1) receive a presentation by GVPD and Wayward
Journey; and (2) direct the Chief of Police to sign an MOU, subject to legal review.
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Brian Blakemore, introduced Wayward Journey, who gave a presentation to the
Council.

Public Comment: Robin Davis, Matthew Coulter
No motion was made on this item.

15. Condon Park Road Maintenance Project - Authorization to Award Contract
CEQA: Categorically Exempt - Section 15301 “Existing Facilities”

Recommendation: That Council 1) award a contract for the Condon Park Road
Maintenance Project to the lowest responsive bidder, subject to the bid protest period,
2) authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract, subject to legal review, and
3) authorize the City Engineer to approve construction change orders for up to 10% of the
contract amount.

Bjorn Jones, City Engineer, gave a presentation to the Council.

Motion to 1) award a contract for the Condon Park Road Maintenance Project to the
lowest responsive bidder, subject to the bid protest period, 2) authorize the Mayor
to execute the construction contract, subject to legal review, and 3) authorize the
City Engineer to approve construction change orders for up to 10% of the contract
amount by Councilmember Arbuckle, Seconded by Councilmember lvy.

Voting Yea: Councilmember Arbuckle, Councilmember lvy, Mayor Hodge

16. Downtown Street Rehab Project - Authorization to Award Contract
CEQA: Categorically Exempt - Section 15301 “Existing Facilities”

Recommendation: That Council 1) award a contract for the Downtown Street Rehab
Project to Hansen Bros Enterprises, 2) authorize the Mayor to execute the construction
contract, subject to legal review, 3) authorize the City Engineer to approve
construction change orders for up to 10% of the contract amount, 4) authorize the
Finance Director to execute a budget amendment of $400,000 in Water Funds to the
project and 5) provide any further direction to Staff on final intersection and
pedestrian safety controls.

Bjorn Jones, City Engineer, gave an overview of the item to the Council.
Public Comment: Robin Davis, Matthew Coulter
Virtual Public comments attached

Motion to 1) award a contract for the Downtown Street Rehab Project to Hansen
Bros Enterprises, 2) authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract,
subject to legal review, 3) authorize the City Engineer to approve construction
change orders for up to 10% of the contract amount, 4) authorize the Finance
Director to execute a budget amendment of $400,000 in Water Funds to the project
and 5) provide any further direction to Staff on final intersection and pedestrian
safety controls by Councilmember Ivy, Seconded by Councilmember Arbuckle.
Voting Yea: Councilmember Arbuckle, Councilmember lvy, Mayor Hodge

BRIEF REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilmember Ivy announced that there was an $800,000 savings the City of Grass Valley
citizens with Pioneer Energy. Councilmember Arbuckle attended the League of Cal Cities
Public Safety Policy committee meeting and Government Transparency committee, the
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National League of Small Cities Meeting, the Rotary 100th Anniversary, Bright Futures for
Youth meeting, Martinis and Movies, and went to a Midsummer Night's Dream

performance. Mayor Hodge attended a NCCLI Institute Meeting, Mayor Managers Breakfast,
had a conversation with a Business owner, has had many conversations with the Community
Conversation about WM, and tomorrow will be Wednesday with the Mayor from 1pm to 3pm.

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC COMMENT
ADJOURN
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm.

Hilary Hodge, Mayor Taylor Whittingslow, City Clerk

Adopted:
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City of Grass Valley

City Council Regular Meeting, Capital Improvements Authority and Redevelopment
“Successor Agency”

Tuesday, April 8, 2025

Comments on Agenda Item 6 (Measure E Street Rehabilitation Project) and item 16,

Downtown Street Rehab Project

Comments from-Katherine Thompson, kathompson111@gmail.com, 916-835.1541

e President, Sierra Express Bicycle Club of Nevada County (Sierra Express),
sierraexpress.org

e Bicycle commuter between Grass Valley and Nevada City-for appointments, errands,
and shopping

e Grandchildren that go to school and play sports in Grass Valley.

Sierra Express performed a street survey related to bike safety in late 2024 and provided
specific recommendations for improving bike safety on streets in Grass Valley including
East Main Street, Brunswick, and Sutton Way. The recommendations were provided to
the Nevada County Transportation Commission and the city.

Sierra Express would like to see a bike friendly “town-to-town” route from Grass Valley
to Nevada City that is safe for recreational cyclists, visitors, commuters, and

youth. ..Perhaps something like bike route #1 from the Fairgrounds to Nevada City. A
safe cycling route between towns likely includes Main Street, Nevada City Highway,
Brunswick and Sutton Streets in addition to the designated route on Church Street.

We acknowledge that much of the proposed route does have bike lanes but then the
bike lanes disappear and usually at the most dangerous areas. We need to address
these dangerous areas as part of these projects.

Town-to-town routes for both recreation and transportation are a priority of the new
Nevada County Recreation and Resiliency Master Plan.



e Given our 2024 survey and current MUTCD (Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices),
we are concerned that the planned projects appear to largely perpetuate the unsafe
cycling conditions on East Main Street and high traffic intersections (Dorsey/Sierra
College, Brunswick, Sutton). In several cases, the striping plans appear to not meet
MUTCD standards. Examples: Sharrows too close to cars, bicycle lane in a right turn
lane, and busy intersections without any traffic control for bicycles.

o Additionally, signage needs to be added such as “bikes may use full lane,” “begin right
turn, yield to bikes,” and so on. In some cases, bike lanes are not 48” wide.

e The MUTCD prescribes ways to make these intersections much safer and should beused
to address dangerous areas.

e We want to emphasize the safety changes the Manual recommends can be
accomplished with paint and signage.

e The proliferation of e-bikes has made it easier to transverse Grass Valley. Visitors are
coming to Grass Valley with e-bikes to explore the area. More residents, parents with
children, and youth are getting e-bikes to use as transportation.

e Inthelong run, our goal should be separate bikeways that we all feel safe using. We
need to explore creative solutions, look outside of the box.

Document: SEBC-GVRoad rehab comments 8 April 2025



Taylor Whittingslow

From: Susan Rogers

Sent: Sunday, April 6, 2025 9:46 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Comment on Consent Item #8

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

You don't often get email from_ why this is important

Hello, this is a request to remove Item 8 from the Consent Calendar so that Councilmembers can
discuss it separately: "Community Engagement Specialist Position."

I think the concept of having a "Community Engagement Specialist Position" is a good one and it sounds
like you have an existing qualified employee. My issue is how this affects the City's staffing budget,
because my neighbor and | were told recently that there are now only two (2) employees on your Public
Works street maintenance crew.

If we misunderstood, and there are still three (3) people on the crew (as we were told a few months ago in
our neighborhood by your lead street maintenance man), that is still far less than the six people he said
he used to have.

If you have only two or three people, | respectfully suggest that is not enough, and that serious attention
needs to be paid to the staffing in that department. You are all aware of the repeated complaints that
residents make about City streets. Has there ever been an analysis of our Public Works department
staffing levels compared to similar rural cities and towns, looking at, for example, the ratio of street
maintenance people to how many miles of streets need to be maintained? The average age of the
streets should also be part of the analysis, since a city with much newer roads will not need as
much road repair. Please ask staff if this type of analysis has ever been done.

If we heard correctly that you now have only two people doing street maintenance, any reasonable
person can see that's a real problem, both for your overworked, stressed-out street repair people as well
as the residents who have to drive on disintegrating roads.

So while | think someone focusing on Community Engagement is a great idea, I'd say it's not a great idea
of that means there is not enough staff budget to replace -- or ideally increase -- the staffing in your road

maintenance department.

Please, take this off the Consent Calendar so it can be discussed in the context of the City staff budget
and the number of street maintenance people you currently have on staff.

Thank you,

Susan Rogers
640 Charlene Lane



Susan Rogers
(530) 271-1311 landline
(530) 263-4481 iPhone/text



Taylor Whittingslow

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

xl

WIRELESS CALLER - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 7:57 PM

Public Comments

Voicemail from_ on Apr 8 2025 7:54 PM
1744167250-00002feb.mp3

You received a new voicemail message

xl

New voicemail message

Time:

From:

Duration:

Voicemail box:

Transcript:

Tuesday, April 8 2025 7:54 PM

1 minute 19 seconds

8880

Yes, this is Matthew Coulter commenting on the South Auburn Street repair project
and the Main Street repair projects Something the city definitely has a problem with
including today that took pictures of our sidewalks being blocked Pedestrians not
being let known where they can walk and can't walk No signage no alternative routes
to get around construction Today, they've been doing a roofing project on Sergio's
and the bookstore on Mill Street Mall and there's an extension ladder that you literally
have to walk under to get down the street and that just doesn't seem right. It's very
much of an overhead hazard. I've had this problem with the city multiple times with
the police arriving because the people that are making the hazard think it's okay to
make the hazard. So | would like the city to step up the city code and ADA code to
help during these projects to have pedestrians be able to negotiate the madness
that's going to be going on with heavy equipment and the traffic and the ripped up
situation. Thank you very much.



Rate this transcript's accuracy

xl

Mailbox Capacity:  97/99 available

© 2025 GoTo Group, Inc.
333 Summer St, Boston, MA 02210, United States

Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook




Taylor Whittingslow

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

xl

WIRELESS CALLER - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 7:41 PM

Public Comments

Voicemail from_ on Apr 8 2025 7:38 PM
1744166326-00002fe6.mp3

You received a new voicemail message

- New voicemail message
Time: Tuesday, April 8 2025 7:38 PM
From: ]
Duration: 52 seconds
Voicemail box: 8880

Transcript:

Hi, this is Matthew Quilters coming on the animal shelter, and | hope the city can help
with the county to get the new shelter built because the current Grass Valley shelter
is very, very outdated. Close to a shooting range, close to horrific smells that are
even more horrific for the animals there that have more glands to soak all that smell
in. And the exercise yard that was removed when Wolf Creek Trail was built that was
promised to be put back in on the other side of the building was never installed
again, though still no exercise yard for the animals after all these years. Please
consider moving the new shelter project along as quickly as possible. Thank you.

Rate this transcript's accuracy

xl




Mailbox Capacity:  97/99 available

© 2025 GoTo Group, Inc.
333 Summer St, Boston, MA 02210, United States

Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook




Taylor Whittingslow

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

xl

WIRELESS CALLER - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 6:48 PM

Public Comments

Voicemail from_ on Apr 8 2025 6:43 PM
1744163019-00002fca.mp3

You received a new voicemail message

[=] . .
New voicemail message
Time: Tuesday, April 8 2025 6:43 PM
From: I
Duration: 2 minutes 20 seconds

Voicemail box:

Transcript:

8880

Hi, this is Matthew Coulter, public comment on the consent agenda. Number five is
transportation, and the transportation system in this town is very broken. There's a
lot of trash. The bus stops all need work, and it's very dangerous, so the combination
of things makes it really difficult to ride the bus. You really have to want to get
somewhere very badly to ride the bus, which | do often because | don't drive. But it
really needs to be dealt with on many levels and the city needs to engage. | had to go
to Caltrans over there. I'll go flat and put in a work request for them to pick up the
trash along Wolf Creek at the Tinloy bus station because it was there for several
years and no one would pick it up. Well, they did come within two weeks and picked
up what was gone, but there needs to be an effort by the city to keep that piece of
property clean along the creek very very visible it's along the waterway and it's just
very sad to see so much trash dumped all along there with no buddy picking it up it's
just crazy there's a lot of green waste that was even thrown off the side from the
post office down into the creek visible from the transportation area so this is issues

5



and how people feel when they go to the bus station. Every single trash can is
missing its lid. Oftentimes there's people camped out there, vomit on the ground,
different things like that. So things that the city could really help in getting corrected.
As well as bus stops, like when they put in quick quack there was supposed to be a
bus stop put in, a cut out on the sidewalk, nothing was done. So we really haven't
improved any of the bus stops in many, many years that I've been aware and living
here for over 50 years. So thanks a lot. See what you can do about the transportation
and on the community engagement specialist. | don't think we need such a thing. |
think the city manager should be that person. He should really get out there and
show what he's got as | hear the vehicles racing at 100 miles an hour by my house on
Colfax Avenue. Thanks a lot. Have a good night.

Rate this transcript's accuracy
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Mailbox Capacity:  97/99 available
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Taylor Whittingslow

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

xl

WIRELESS CALLER - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 6:44 PM

Public Comments

Voicemail from_ on Apr 8 2025 6:40 PM
1744162836-00002fc7.mp3

You received a new voicemail message

xl

New voicemail message

Time:

From:

Duration:

Voicemail box:

Transcript:

Tuesday, April 8 2025 6:40 PM

1 minute 59 seconds

8880

Hello, this is Matthew Coulter making some public comments for the grass valley
city council meeting on the 8th 6 o 'clock And the off-leash dog problem is a problem
in grass valley A lot of people think that they are in the middle of nowhere and their
dogs couldn't be off-leash Wherever they want to be and also defecate wherever they
want to defecate Downtown on the mall on the synthetic field at Memorial Park It
doesn't seem to matter. People don't have bags and don't know how to use them.
13% of people never have ever picked up dogs before. And that's a problem because
we have a lot more people here in town now with dogs that are just kind of running
rampant. And we've had multiple dog attacks recently. One 82-year-old person and
another person was life flighted, unfortunately, with a severe dog mauling. Wolf
Creek Trail is a real problem for that. People let their dogs just go and there's no way
to restrain an off-leash dog if it does attack a dog even if the other dog is on a leash.
The picnic tables at Memorial Park that were took out of the veterans area when you
were going to carve up the veterans area and make pickleball courts originally before
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it was moved across the week, it'd be great to have those back. It'd be great to have a
place in Memorial Park where people could gather and have group events for parties
and such like there is over at Condon Park. | encourage everyone to join my
Concerned Citizen Facebook page and get new daily stories about things that are
going on here in town. And I'll call back on agenda items. Thank you.

Rate this transcript's accuracy
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CITY OF GRASS VALLEY CITY COUNCIL MEETING ' / B / £eCS
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN IN SHEET

WELCOME to the City of Grass Valley City Council meeting! Public Comments provide
an opportunity for the public to address the City Council on any subject which is not
on the agenda but in the jurisdiction of the council. If you wish to speak, please
indicate in the appropriate box when you sign in and take the number corresponding
to your name. Each individual can have up to 3 minutes of public comment. At the
beginning of the meeting, there will be an allotted 30 minutes of general public
comments and the remainder of comments will be heard at the end of the agenda.
Speakers will be called in order of the numbers given.

When you are recognized by the mayor:

1. Please stand before the podium and give your name and address. (optional)
2. Please limit your comments to three minutes per speaker.

3. If previous speakers have made the same point, you may simply indicate your
support or disagreement, unless you have new information.

Thank you for your participation.
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CITY OF NEVADA CITY

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT

MEETING OF: April 9, 2025 Agenda Item No. 13

Subject: Consideration of 1) the Introduction of Draft Date: March 28, 2025
Ordinance 2025-04: An Ordinance of the City Council of the
City of Nevada City, State of California, Adding Chapter 8.38
of the City of Nevada City Municipal Code, Regarding
Foodware and Food Packaging; and 2) Calling for a Public
Hearing for First Reading of the Ordinance April 23, 2025.

Reviewed & Approved:
City Manager:

City Attorney:
From: Sean Grayson, City Manager

Recommended Action: Review the ordinance and set the public hearing.

ISSUE STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION:

In April of 2024 the City Council provided direction for the City to develop an ordinance similar to Town
of Truckee’s Single-Use Foodware Reduction Ordinance with the intention to ensure compliance with
various recycling and solid waste laws; to ban Styrofoam (polystyrene) in single-use to go containers; and
to require the use of reusable foodware for onsite dining. On March 10, 2025, the Economic & Community
Development Committee reviewed a draft ordinance and recommended the ordinance be considered for
adoption by the City Council with revisions. The attached draft ordinance includes the recommendations
of the committee.

City staff have been working with the Nevada City Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) on the topic since
2023. The Chamber hosted Town of Truckee staff to present their ordinance progression and has conducted
a survey of local restaurants. The Chamber Board took a support position for such an ordinance in March
0f2024. A number of local food vendors have voluntarily eliminated Styrofoam since the initial discussions
while most have not used Styrofoam. There appears to be support from the restaurant community for such
an ordinance with many Nevada City restaurants already leading in this space. The city learned of several
unique issues that make compliance impractical in certain circumstances. Those specific circumstances
have been identified as exemptions in the draft ordinance and a process for others to seek exemption has
been included as well.

As our food vendor landscape changes, City staff and Chamber of Commerce staff have reconnected with
impacted businesses to identify any new challenges. The City and Chamber are co-hosting a Restaurant
meeting on April 8, 2025, immediately prior to this City Council meeting where the ordinance will be
presented, and input solicited. The input will be provided by staff in the presentation of this item.

The following is a synopsis of the key provisions of the ordinance:

e The ordinance applies to "Prepared Food Vendors" which means any establishment located within
the City of Nevada City, including a bakery, cafeteria, drive in, food products store, food service
establishment, restaurant (carry out, quick service, full service), drugstore, theater, bar, food truck,
food cart, food stand, communal or shared kitchens, food sold at City of Nevada City permitted special




events; and all alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverage vendors including but not limited to breweries,
distilleries, and kombucharies, or other similar establishment, selling prepared food to be consumed on
and/or off its premises.

e [Effective August 1, 2025, expanded polystyrene will be prohibited for food packaging, except coolers
or ice chests, and food packaged outside of Nevada City.

o Effective August 1, 2025, a restaurant or other food vendor, shall not provide any single-use foodware
accessory or standard condiment packaged for single use to a customer unless the single-use foodware
accessory or standard condiment is requested by the customer.

e Effective March 1, 2026, prepared food served for consumption on the premises of a prepared food
vendor shall only be served using reusable foodware.

Staff requests that the City Council provide any input on the draft ordinance and set the public hearing for
the first reading on April 23, 2025. If approved the second reading would occur on May 14, 2025, and the
ordinance would go into effect June 14, 2025 giving staff from May 14 until August 1 to work with all
impacted local businesses to ensure compliance and smooth transition.

FINANCIAL AND/OR POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

None.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT:

This action is consistent with the strategic initiative of Business: Business, industry, and cannabis support.
This ordinance specifically addresses goal #11, “Implement a multi-phase approach to compliance with
food waste and edible food diversion. programming to include composting with the first phase including a
ban on styrofoam single use to go containers. This action is also aligned with the embedded strategic
initiative of Climate: Planning for and building resilience through adaptation to climate change.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

None.

LEGAL REVIEW:

City Attorney Pucci has reviewed this item and finds that the recommended action complies with the law.

ATTACHMENTS:

» Ordinance 2025-04




ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEVADA CITY,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 8.38 OF THE CITY OF NEVADA CITY
MUNICIPAL CODE, REGARDING FOODWARE AND FOOD PACKAGING

WHEREAS, the City of Nevada City has the police power to protect the health, safety,
and welfare of the community, including the ability to protect and enhance the natural
environment; and

WHEREAS, Nevada City’s plastic bag ban enacted in 2014 was the City’s first waste
reduction policy exemplifying a history of environmental stewardship; and

WHEREAS, City of Nevada City 2022-2027 Strategic Plan includes the embedded
strategic initiative of Climate: Planning for and building resilience through adaptation to climate
change; and

WHEREAS, the production and disposal of single-use foodware has major environmental
impacts, including street litter, water pollution, wildlife harm, depletion of resources, greenhouse
gas emissions, and clean-up and end of life management costs; and

WHEREAS, food and beverage packaging comprise approximately one quarter of
California’s disposed waste stream annually, according to CalRecycle, and an estimated 67% of
street litter, according to the Clean Water Fund; and

WHEREAS, expanded polystyrene products are of distinctive concern because they can
break into small pieces and may easily be picked up by the wind even when they have been
disposed of properly, making it extremely difficult to recover as litter, polluting the environment
and waterways; and

WHEREAS, regulating the use of disposable foodware products will minimize
greenhouse gas emissions from production, transportation, and packaging of those disposable
products, maximize the operating life of landfills, and reduce impacts to the environment and
wildlife:and

WHEREAS, reusable foodware products are more environmentally sound because their
multiple uses reduce the upstream impacts per item, and can save businesses money; and

WHEREAS, single-use foodware accessories, including napkins, straws, condiments,
forks. spoons, sporks, knives and other disposable flatware create waste and environmental
hazards, and California Public Resources Code Section 42270 et seq. requires that such accessory
items shall only be made available upon request;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEVADA CITY DOES
HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and incorporated into this ordinance.

SECTION 2. Chapter 8.38 of the Nevada City Municipal Code is hereby added to read as follows:
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CHAPTER 8.38 FOODWARE AND FOOD PACKAGING
8.38.010 - PURPOSES
The Council of the City of Nevada City finds and declares as follows:

A. The production and disposal of disposable food and beverage packaging has significant
environmental impacts, including the contamination of the environment, the depletion of
natural resources, use of non-renewable fossil fuels, and greenhouse gas emissions.

B. Food and beverage packaging makes up 25% of all waste produced in California and
comprises the majority of street litter.

C. Disposable expanded polystyrene products and packaging are a distinctive concern
because this type of litter is lightweight and can easily break down and spread into the
natural environment.

D. Itis in the interest of the health, safety, and welfare of all who live, work, and recreate in
the City of Nevada City that the amount of litter on public streets, parks, outdoor recreation
areas, and other public spaces be reduced.

E. Most disposable foodware is not recyclable after use because it becomes contaminated
with food and grease.

F. Many types of disposable foodware are not accepted in commercial compost facilities
because they cause contamination and lower the quality and value of compost.

G. Eliminating solid waste and litter at its source meets the City of Nevada City’s 2022-2027
Strategic Plan, embedded strategic initiative of Climate: Planning for and building
resilience through adaptation to climate change.

H. Reducing disposable packaging by eliminating unnecessary items and transitioning to
reusable products provides greater environmental benefits than managing the products that
become waste, even when recycled orcomposted.

8.38.020 — DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter, the terms set forth below shall have the following meanings:

“Disposable takeout container” means a container meant to package and store food from a

| restaurant or other prepared food vendor, which is designed for a single use rather than designed
and manufactured to be washed and sanitized and to be used repeatedly over an extended period
of time, including without limitation any container, bowl, plate, tray, carton, or box provided to
the customer which does not meet the definition of “reusable foodware™ set forth herein.

"Disposable cup' means a beverage cup designed for single use to serve beverages, such as
water, cold drinks, hot drinks and alcoholic beverages provided to the customer which does not
meet the definition of “reusable foodware™ set forth herein.

“Expanded polystyrene” means blown polystyrene and expanded and extruded foams
(including without limitation the form of expanded polystyrene insulation which is known as
‘Styrofoam’, a trademark of Dow Chemical Co.) which are thermoplastic petrochemical
materials utilizing a styrene monomer and processed by various techniques, including without




limitation fusion of polymer spheres (expandable bead polystyrene), injection molding, foam
molding, and extrusion blow molding (extruded foam polystyrene). Expanded polystyrene does
not include clear or solid polystyrene (oriented polystyrene).

“Pre-packaged food” means food that arrives at the premises of the restaurant or other food
vendor in a container or wrapper and is not removed from the container or wrapper before its
sale or distribution.

"Prepared Food" means foods or beverages which are prepared on the vendor’s premises by
cooking, chopping, slicing, mixing, freezing, squeezing, or other processing and which require
no further preparation to be consumed. Prepared Food does not include raw uncooked whole
fruits or vegetables which are not chopped, squeezed, or mixed, or raw uncooked meat products.

"Prepared Food Vendor" means any establishment located within the City of Nevada City,
including a bakery, cafeteria, drive in, food products store, food service establishment, restaurant
(carry out, quick service, full service), drugstore, theater, bar, food truck, food cart, food stand,
communal or shared kitchens, food sold at City of Nevada City permitted special events; and all
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverage vendors including but not limited to breweries, distilleries,
and kombucharies, or other similar establishment, selling prepared food to be consumed on
and/or off its premises.

“Reusable foodware” means all foodware, including plates, bowls, cups, trays, glasses, straws,
stirrers, condiment cups and utensils, that is manufactured of durable materials and that is
specifically designed and manufactured to be washed and sanitized and to be used repeatedly
over an extended period of time, and is safe for washing and sanitizing according to applicable
regulations.

“Single-use foodware accessory” means single-use items provided along with ready-to- eat
food, including without limitation napkins, forks, knives, spoons, sporks, chopsticks, condiment
cups and packets, straws, stirrers, splash sticks, cocktail sticks, cup sleeves, and cup lids.

“Standard condiment” means relishes, spices, sauces, confections, or seasonings that require
no additional preparation and that are usually used on a food item after preparation, including
ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, soy sauce, hot sauce, salsa, salt, pepper, sugar, and sugar
substitutes.

8.38.30 — PROHIBITED FOOD PACKAGING AND CONTAINERS

A. Effective August 1, 2025, except as set forth herein, no restaurant, retail store, food
vendor, or other business or person shall sell. distribute, or provide to customers expanded
polystyrene, including without limitation by selling food which is packaged partially or
entirely in expanded polystyrene, nor shall any business purchase, obtain, keep, or
otherwise use in its business any expanded polystyrene product.

B. The prohibition set forth in subsection A of this section shall not apply to: (i) expanded
polystyrene products which are wholly encapsulated or encased within a more durable
material, such as coolers or ice chests which encase expanded polystyrene in rigid plastic;




or (ii) the sale of food packaged outside Nevada City,provided that this exception shall
not apply to egg cartons and trays for meat, fish, and fruit or vegetables sold in grocery
stores.

For a period of one year from the effective date of this section, a restaurant, retail store,
food vendor, or other business or person may apply to the City of Nevada City for a one-
year hardship exemption to be permitted to continue using one or more specific expanded
polystyrene items for which the requirements of this section present an undue hardship or
practical difficulty because there are no available non-polystyrene alternatives or such
alternatives are not affordable to the restaurant, retail store, food vendor, or other business
or person.

8.38.040 — REUSABLE FOODWARE FOR ON-PREMISES DINING

A.

Effective March 1, 2026, except as set forth herein, prepared food served for consumption
on the premises of a prepared food vendor shall only be served using reusable foodware.

The requirement of subsection A of this section shall not apply to disposable paper food
wrappers; aluminum foil food wrappers; paper napkins; straws; paper tray or plate liners;
non-plastic stirrers, cocktail sticks, and toothpicks; popcorn tubs or other containers for
popcorn or similar snacks; ice cream cups or other containers for ice cream or similar
frozen foods; or pre-packaged food packaged outside the premises of the prepared food
vendor.

The requirements of subsection A of this section shall not apply to Mobile Food Facilities
or Temporary Food Facilities as defined by CA Health and Safety Code Sections 113831
and 113930 and as amended.

A restaurant or other food vendor may apply to the City of Nevada City for a one- year
hardship exemption to be permitted to continue using foodware which is not reusable
foodware. Each application for a hardship exemption shall provide evidence of the
conditions which make it impossible for the restaurant or other food vendor to comply
with the reusable foodware requirement, such as insurmountable space constraints, undue
financial hardship and/or other extraordinary, insurmountable circumstances.

Prior to the City of Nevada City issuing a land use permit or building permit for new
construction or conversions, any restaurant or other prepared food vendor shall submit to
the City a plan demonstrating ability to comply with this section. Installation and/or
maintenance of appropriate dishwashing capacity to allow compliance with this section
shall be included as a specific condition of approval for such permits.

8.38.050 — RESERVED

8.38.060 - REUSABLE CUSTOMER FOODWARE

A.

Customers may provide their own reusable foodware for beverage and food service in
accordance with the California Health and Safety Code.




Food Vendors shall keep all customer provided reusable foodware separated from the food
facility’s foodware to prevent any cross-contamination.

. Food Vendor staff filling customer provided foodware shall prevent cross-contamination

of food contact surfaces or utensils used for food dispensing (e.g. customer foodware
should be placed upon surfaces that are not used for food preparation and on surfaces that
can be sanitized immediately).

Food vendors may refuse, at their sole discretion, any customer-provided reusable
foodware that is cracked, chipped or corroded, appears inappropriate in size, material, or
condition for the intended beverage or food item, or that appears to be excessively soiled
or unsanitary.

If the customer provided reusable foodware is rejected, the food vendor may instead require
use of reusable foodware for consumption on the premises of the food service
establishment, or use of a disposable foodware item for a beverage or food item to be
consumed off the premises of the food service establishment, together with the charge
required pursuant to Section 8.38.050.

8.38.070 — SINGLE-USE FOODWARE ACCESSORIES

A.

Effective August 1, 2025, except as set forth herein, a restaurant or other food vendor,
shall not provide any single-use foodware accessory or standard condiment packaged for
single use to a customer unless the single-use foodware accessory or standard condiment
is requested by the customer.

Single-use foodware accessories and standard condiments packaged for single use
provided by restaurants or other food vendors for use by customers shall not be bundled
or packaged in a manner that prevents a customer from taking only the type of single-use
foodware accessory or standard condiment desired without also having to take a different
type of single-use foodware accessory or standard condiment.

A restaurant or other food vendor may ask a to-go consumer if the consumer wants a
single-use foodware accessory if the single-use foodware accessory is necessary for the
customer to consume ready-to-eat food, or to prevent spills of or safely transport ready-
to-eat food.

A third-party food delivery platform shall provide customers with the option to request
single-use foodware accessories or standard condiments from a restaurant or other food
vendor serving ready-to-eat food.

If a restaurant or other food vendor uses any third-party delivery platform for ready-to-eat
food, the restaurant or other food vendor shall customize its menu with a list of available
single-use foodware accessories and standard condiments, and only those single-use
foodware accessories or standard condiments selected by the customer shall be provided
by the food facility. If a customer does not select any single- use foodware accessories or
standard condiments, no single-use foodware accessory or standard condiment shall be
provided by the restaurant or other food vendor for delivery of ready-to-eat food.



F. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a restaurant or other food vendor from making
unwrapped single-use foodware accessories available to a customer using refillable self-
service dispensers that dispense one item at a time to allow for single-use foodware
accessories to be obtained.

G. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a food facility from making standard condiments
available to a consumer using refillable self-service dispensers to allow for standard
condiments to be obtained. A food facility that offers standard condiments is encouraged
to use bulk dispensers for the condiments rather than condiments packaged for single use.

SECTION 3. ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION. The project has been reviewed for
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the CEQA Guidelines, and
the City’s environmental procedures, and has been found to be not a project under Section 15378
(b)(5) of the CEQA Guidelines.

SECTION 4. INCONSISTENCIES. Any provision of the Nevada City Municipal Code or
appendices thereto inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance, to the extent of such
inconsistencies and/or further, is hereby repealed or modified to the extent necessary to affect the
provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY. If any provision or clause of this ordinance or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any
court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or clauses or
applications of this ordinance which can be implemented without the invalid provision, clause or
application; and to this end, the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect commencing
thirty (30) days after its final adoption and a summary hereof shall be published once within fifteen
(15) days in The Union, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the County of
Nevada and circulated in the City of Nevada City and hereby designated for that purpose by the
City Council.

SECTION 7. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this ordinance and shall
cause the same to be published in the manner and form provided by law in The Union, a newspaper
of general circulation printed and published in the City of Nevada City, State of California, which
said newspaper is hereby designated for that purpose.

Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 23rd day of April, 2025, by the
following roll call vote:

MOTION:

AYES:

NOES:




ABSENT:

ABSTAINED:

Passed and approved at the regular meeting of the City Council on the 14th day of May,

2025, by the following roll call vote:
MOTION:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAINED:

ATTEST:

Gabrielle Christakes, Deputy City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Dean J. Pucci, City Attorney

Gary Petersen, Mayor







