
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, August 24, 2026 

5:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof, a Regular meeting of the Grand Rapids City 

Council will be held on Monday, August 24, 2026 at 5:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers, 420 

North Pokegama Avenue, Grand Rapids, Minnesota. 

CALL OF ROLL: 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS: 

PUBLIC FORUM: 

COUNCIL REPORTS: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Approve Council minutes for Monday, August 10, 2026 Worksession and Regular meetings. 

VERIFIED CLAIMS: 

2. Approve the verified claims for the period August 4, 2026 to August 17, 2026 in the total 

amount of $304,356.14. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

3. Consider vacating one seat on the Police Community Advisory Board and support efforts to fill 

the vacancy 

4. Consider adopting a resolution authorizing internal loan for advance of certain costs in 

connection with a tax increment financing district for property located at 533 NW 4th St 

(Cargill Purchase). 

5. Consider approving the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission’s request to apply for a grant 

from the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation for $5,000 for 2027. 

SET REGULAR AGENDA: 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CIVIC CENTER & PARKS: 

6. Consider passing a resolution accepting a donation from the Friends of the Skatepark for the 

purchase of skatepark equipment. 

1



ADJOURNMENT: 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 AT 5:00 PM 

Hearing Assistance Available:  This facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. 

MEETING PROTOCOL POLICY:  Please be aware that the Council has adopted a Meeting Protocol 

Policy which informs attendees of the Council’s desire to conduct all City meetings in an orderly 

manner which welcomes all civil input from citizens and interested parties. If you are unaware of the 

policy, copies (orange color) are available in the wall file by the Council entrance. 

 

ATTEST: Kimberly Gibeau, City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION MINUTES 
Monday, August 10, 2026 

4:30 PM 

Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Tasha Connelly, Councilor Molly MacGregor, Councilor Rick Blake    

 

ABSENT: Councilor Tom Sutherland, Councilor Dan Mertes 

STAFF PRESENT:  Kimberly Gibeau, Chad Sterle, Travis Cole, Shawn Graeber 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORT: 

1. Fire Department - Travis Cole 

Fire Chief Travis Cole provided overview of department activities including calls by type of 

incident, by month, equipment replacement, Hazmat Team activities, Community Events, 

Safety, etc. A full copy of the report is available upon request. 

REVIEW OF REGULAR AGENDA: 

Upon review, no changes or additions are noted. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:53 PM. 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Kimberly Gibeau, City Clerk 

3

Item 1.



 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, August 10, 2026 

5:00 PM 

Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Tasha Connelly, Councilor Molly MacGregor, Councilor Rick Blake 

ABSENT: Councilor Tom Sutherland, Councilor Dan Mertes 

STAFF PRESENT:  Kimberly Gibeau, Carl Babich, Chad Sterle, Andy Morgan 

VISITORS: Linda Harringer and Renee Ducharme 

POSITIVE HAPPENINGS IN THE CITY: 

Mayor Connelly acknowledge Tall Timber Days and efforts of the City in keeping the community 

beautiful. National Night Out on Tuesday, August 4th had a great turnout. 

PUBLIC FORUM: 

Luke Prokop, 29088 Pine Ridge Road, questions about community feedback addressing the proposed 

municipal cannabis store.  Would like to obtain Council meeting minutes that address the proposed 

store.   

COUNCIL REPORTS: 

Councilor Blake provided information on recent Chamber Luncheon, and noted that August 11th is 

Primary Election Day and identified polling places within the city. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Approve minutes for Monday, July 27, 2026 Council Worksession and Regular meetings. 

Motion made by Councilor MacGregor, Seconded by Councilor Blake to approve Council 

minutes as presented. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, Councilor MacGregor, Councilor Blake 

VERIFIED CLAIMS: 

2. Approve the verified claims for the period July 21, 2026 to August 3, 2026 in the total amount 

of $705,455.79.  

Motion made by Councilor MacGregor, Seconded by Councilor Blake to approve the Verified 

claims as presented. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, Councilor MacGregor, Councilor Blake 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

3. Consider Voiding Lost Accounts Payable Check and Issue Replacement Check. 

4. Consider authorizing the Police Department to enter into Educational Tobacco Compliance 

Check annual plan agreement / contract with Minnesota Department of Human Services.  

5. Consider Voiding Lost Accounts Payable Check and Issue Replacement Check. 

6. Consider Budget Reductions and Elimination of Positions and Layoffs.  

7. Consider approving revised job description for Police Department Administrative Assistant. 

8. Consider approving temporary liquor license for Klockow Brewing Co. event 

9. Consider a State required budget resolution for Yanmar Arena. 

Adopted Resolution 26-58 

10. Consider entering into an agreement with Plan-IT Software LLC. 

11. Consider hiring Grady Haskins as seasonal hire at Pokegama Golf Course and Matthew Brenny 

as PT Arena Attendant II at the Civic Center. 

12. Consider accepting the resignation of Jennifer Gorman from the Arts & Culture Commission, 

effective immediately.  

13. Consider accepting resignation of Cyndy Martin from the Grand Rapids Area Library Board. 

14. Consider approving renewal of Zix/Office 365 licenses. 

15. Consider revision to original RCA amount for tee markers 

16. Consider authorizing public works staff to obtain quotes for the rain garden rehabilitation 

project 

17. Consider approving an agreement with Oracle NetSuite for Government for additional 

assistance with the Planning & Budgeting software and accept the signature of the Finance 

Director after the fact. 

Motion made by Councilor Blake, Seconded by Councilor MacGregor to approve the Consent 

agenda as presented. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, Councilor MacGregor, Councilor Blake 

SET REGULAR AGENDA: 

Motion made by Councilor Blake, Seconded by Councilor MacGregor to approve the Regular agenda as 

presented. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, Councilor MacGregor, Councilor Blake 

POLICE: 

18. Consider adopting a resolution accepting a $400 donation to the GRPD Public Safety 

Education Fund from an anonymous community member.  
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Motion made by Councilor MacGregor, Seconded by Councilor Blake to adopt Resolution 26-

59, accepting donation for Public Safety Education Fund. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, 

Councilor MacGregor, Councilor Blake 

19. Consider adopting a resolution accepting donations from the Blandin Foundation, Barnabas 

22LLC, Cohasset Fire Hook & Ladder, Sandstrom’s, Pepsi, Walmart, S&S Meats, SuperOne, 

Rapids Welding, and that proceeds from 2026 National Night Out remain supporting Grand 

Rapids Police Reserves. 

Motion made by Councilor Blake, Seconded by Councilor MacGregor to adopt Resolution 26-

60, accepting National Night Out donations. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, Councilor 

MacGregor, Councilor Blake 

20. Consider approving donation from Itasca County K-9 Fundraiser 

Motion made by Councilor MacGregor, Seconded by Councilor Blake to adopt Resolution 26-

61, accepting donation from Itasca County K-9 Fundraiser. Voting Yea: Mayor Connelly, 

Councilor MacGregor, Councilor Blake 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:14 PM. 

Respectfully, 

 

Kimberly Gibeau, City Clerk 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

AGENDA DATE: August 24, 2026 

AGENDA ITEM: Consider vacating one seat on the Police Community Advisory Board 

and support efforts to fill the vacancy 

PREPARED BY: Police Chief Andy Morgan 

 

BACKGROUND: 

In 2016 the City of Grand Rapids established the Police Community Advisory Board (PCAB) 

with the purpose of establishing and enhancing communication between Grand Rapids residents, 

the Police Department and City Council. The goal of the collaboration is to identify and focus on 

public safety issues and then partner with community leaders, community organizations and 

stakeholders in developing solutions to multi-faceted community concerns.  

Sadly, PCAB Tom Neustrom passed away on July 5, 2026. Tom served on the board since its 

inception in 2016 and was always a strong supporter for advancing policing in Grand Rapids 

Community. Tom certainly fulfilled his duties as a PCAB member and will be greatly missed. 

Keeping the PCAB roster accurate allows the board to meet quorum requirements set forth by 

Police Community Advisory Board Bylaws.   

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Make a motion to vacate the one seat on the Police Community Advisory Board and support 

efforts to fill the vacancy. 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

AGENDA DATE: August 24, 2026 

AGENDA ITEM: Consider adopting a resolution authorizing internal loan for advance of 

certain costs in connection with a tax increment financing district for 

property located at 533 NW 4th St (Cargill Purchase). 

PREPARED BY: Rob Mattei, Director of Community Development 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Minnesota Statute 469.178, subdivision 7 of the TIF Act authorizes the City or GREDA to loan 

money from any permissible fund to finance expenses that are eligible to be paid by tax 

increments. 

The draft resolution indicates that, should the city incur costs related to a possible future TIF 

district up to an amount of $70,000, that those costs will be financed on a temporary basis 

through an interfund loan from the City’s General Reserves or the EDA’s Capital Projects Fund. 

This interloan fund will then be reimbursed through tax increments from the property within the 

possible future TIF District. 

 

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Make a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing internal loan for advance of certain costs in 

connection with a tax increment financing district for property located at 533 NW 4th St. (Cargill 

Purchase) 
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

AUTHORIZING INTERNAL LOAN FOR ADVANCE OF CERTAIN COSTS IN 

CONNECTION WITH A TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT FOR  

CARGILL & STEFFENSON PROPERTY 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Rapids, Minnesota (the “City”) and the Grand Rapids Economic 

Development Authority (the “Authority”) are considering establishing a tax increment financing district 

in the City (the “TIF District”), pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.174 through 469.1794, as 

amended (the “TIF Act”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and the Authority may incur certain costs related to the TIF District which 

costs may be financed on a temporary basis from available City or Authority funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 469.178, subdivision 7 of the TIF Act, the City and the 

Authority are authorized to advance or loan money from any fund from which such advances may be 

legally made in order to finance expenditures that are eligible to be paid with tax increments under the 

TIF Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and the Authority have determined to pay for certain costs of the proposed 

TIF District including acquisition of property from Cargill & Steffenson Properties, LLC (the “Cost 

Advances”) which costs may be financed on a temporary basis from any City or Authority funds available 

for such purposes as an interfund loan pursuant to Section 469.178, subdivision 7 of the TIF Act; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City hereby designates the Cost Advances as an interfund loan in accordance 

with the terms of this resolution and the TIF Act; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Grand Rapids, 

Minnesota as follows: 

 

1. The City will reimburse itself or the Authority for the Costs Advances described herein in 

an aggregate amount not to exceed the greater of $70,000 or the adopted and, if applicable, Tax Increment 

Financing Plan budget for the TIF District (the “Interfund Loan”) together with interest at the rate stated 

below.  Interest accrues on the principal amount from the date of each advance.  The maximum rate of 

interest permitted to be charged is limited to the greater of the rates specified under Minnesota Statutes, 

Section 270C.40 or Section 549.09 as of the date the loan or advance is authorized, unless the written 

agreement states that the maximum interest rate will fluctuate as the interest rates specified under 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 270C.40 or Section 549.09 are from time to time adjusted.  The interest rate 

shall be 7.0% and will not fluctuate. 

 

2. Principal and interest (the “Payments”) on the Interfund Loan shall be paid semiannually 

on each February 1 and August 1 (each a “Payment Date”), commencing on the first Payment Date on 

which the City or the Authority has received Available Tax Increment (defined below), or on any other 

dates determined by the Director of Finance of the City, through the date of last receipt of tax increment 

from the TIF District (the “Maturity Date”).   

 

 3. Payments on the Interfund Loan will be made solely from the tax increment from the TIF 

District received by the Authority or the City from Itasca County, Minnesota in the 6-month period before 
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any Payment Date, net of the amount paid under any agreement with a private developer or otherwise 

pledged to the payment of any obligation (the “Available Tax Increment”).  Payments shall be applied 

first to accrued interest, and then to unpaid principal, unless otherwise specified by the Director of 

Finance.  Interest accruing from the Loan Date will be compounded semiannually on February 1 and 

August 1 of each year and added to principal, unless otherwise specified by the Director of Finance.  

Payments on this Interfund Loan may be subordinated to any outstanding or future bonds, notes, or 

contracts secured in whole or in part with available tax increment and are on a parity with any other 

outstanding or future interfund loans secured in whole or in part with available tax increment. 

 

 4. The principal sum and all accrued interest payable under this resolution is pre-payable in 

whole or in part at any time by the Authority without premium or penalty.   

 

 5. This resolution is evidence of an internal borrowing by the Authority or the City in 

accordance with Section 469.178, subdivision 7 of the TIF Act, and is a limited obligation payable solely 

from Available Tax Increment pledged to the payment hereof under this resolution. The Interfund Loan 

shall not be deemed to constitute a general obligation of the State of Minnesota or any political 

subdivision thereof, including, without limitation, the Authority or the City.  Neither the State of 

Minnesota nor any political subdivision thereof shall be obligated to pay the principal of or interest on the 

Interfund Loan or other costs incident hereto except out of Available Tax Increment and neither the full 

faith and credit nor the taxing power of the State of Minnesota or any political subdivision thereof is 

pledged to the payment of the principal of or interest on this Interfund Loan or other costs incident hereto.  

Neither the Authority nor the City shall have any obligation to pay any principal amount of the Interfund 

Loan or accrued interest thereon, which may remain unpaid after the termination or expiration of the TIF 

District. 

 

 6. The Authority or the City, as applicable, may at any time decide to forgive the 

outstanding principal amount and accrued interest on the Interfund Loan, in whole or in part, on any date 

from time to time, to the extent permissible under law. 

 

 7. The City may from time to time amend the terms of this resolution to the extent permitted 

by law, including without limitation amendment to the payment schedule and the interest rate; provided 

that the interest rate may not be increased above the maximum specified in Section 469.178, subdivision 7 

of the TIF Act.   

 

Approved by the City Council of the City of Grand Rapids, Minnesota this ___ day of 

__________, 2026. 

 

 

  

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

City Clerk 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

AGENDA DATE: August 24, 2026 

AGENDA ITEM: Consider approving the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission’s 

request to apply for a grant from the Grand Rapids Area Community 

Foundation for $5,000 for 2027. 

PREPARED BY: Cynthia Lyman 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The City of Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission would like to request to apply for a grant 

from the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation for $5,000 for 2027.  The grant monies 

would be used to pay for a variety of event supplies such as for the Itasca Pride Event and 

Indigenous Peoples Day. The GRACF application is attached. 

 

 

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Make a motion to approve the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission’s request to apply for a 

grant from the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation for $5,000 for 2027. 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

AGENDA DATE: August 24, 2026 

AGENDA ITEM: Consider passing a resolution accepting a donation from the Friends of 

the Skatepark for the purchase of skatepark equipment. 

PREPARED BY: Dale Anderson, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Local skater Travis Korri saw a need at the Cody Siem Memorial Skatepark for more ramps and 

skatepark equipment geared toward younger, less experienced skaters, so he developed a Go-

Fund Me account to accept donations.  In a short time, the account raised aver $2,000 which was 

enough to fund our first order of new equipment.  We hope to have the equipment in place by the 

end of August. 

 

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Make a motion to pass a resolution accepting a donation from the Friends of the Skatepark for 

the purchase of skatepark equipment. 
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Council member introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  26- 

 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A $2,074.00 DONATION FROM THE FRIENDS OF THE 

SKATEPARK FOR THE GRAND RAPIDS PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO 

PURCHASE SKATEPARK EQUIPMENT 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465.03, states that cities may accept gifts of real 

or personal property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor 

prescribes; and  

 

WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body 

adopted by two-thirds majority of its members,  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Grand 

Rapids, Itasca County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donation and terms of the donor as 

follows: 

 

 The Friends of the Skatepark have donated $2,074.00 to the Grand Rapids Parks 

& Recreation Department to purchase skatepark equipment. 

 

 

Adopted this 24th day of August, 2026 

 

 

      ___________________________ 

                Tasha Connelly, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

____________________________________ 

Kimberly Gibeau, City Clerk 

 

 

Councilmember seconded the foregoing resolution and the following voted in favor thereof: ; 

and the following voted against same:  None, whereby the resolution was declared duly passed 

and adopted. 
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