
 

 

GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025 

 
5:00 PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof, a Regular meeting of the Grand Rapids 

Area Library Board will be held on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at 5:00 PM in the City Council 

Chambers, 420 North Pokegama Avenue, Grand Rapids, Minnesota. 

CALL OF ROLL: 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

PUBLIC COMMENT (if anyone wishes to address the Board): 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Consider approval of Library Board Minutes from 8-13-2025 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

FINANCIAL REPORT & CLAIMS (Roll Call Vote Required): 

2. Review financial report and consider a motion to approve payment of Library Bill List. 

CONSENT AGENDA (Roll Call Vote Required): 

3. Consider approval of contract for book clubs. 

4. Consider a resolution accepting donations. 

REGULAR AGENDA: 

5. 2026 Library Budget 

6. Maintenance of Effort Certifications 

7. Library Advocacy Update 

UPDATES: 

Friends 

Foundation 
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STAFF REPORTS: 

8. Review Library Reports and Statistics 

ADJOURNMENT: 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 8, 2025, AT 5:00 PM. 

 

ATTEST:     Amy Dettmer, Director of Library Services 
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY BOARI)
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, August 13, 2025

5:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof, a Regular meeting of the Grand Rapids
Area Library Board will be held on Wednesday, August 13, at 5:00 PM in City Council Chambers,420
North Pokegama Avenue, Grand Rapids, Minnesota.

Chair Martin called meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

CALL OF ROLL:

Present: Barr, Casteel, Dobbs, Litchke, Martin, Richards, Squadroni, Teigland

Absent: King

Staff: Amy Dettmer, Library Director

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion: approve agenda

Mover: Richards

Seconder: Dobbs

Result: Passed unanimously

PUBLIC COMMENT (if anyone wishes to address the Board):

None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

l. Consider approval of Library Board Minutes

Motion to approve Minutes

Mover: Richards

Seconder: Litchke

Result: Passed unanimously

\'-
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COMMUNICATIONS:

2. Note of appreciation from Danielle.

FINANCIAL REPORT & CLAIMS (Roll Call Vote Required):

2. Consider approval of Library Bill List.

Motion to approve Bill List

Mover: Barr

Seconder: Dobbs

Result: Passed 8-0 via roll-call

CONSENT AGENDA (Roll Call Vote Required):

3. Consider accepting donations.

Motion to: approve Consent Agenda

Mover: Dobbs

Seconder: Casteel

Result: Passed 8-0 via roll-call

REGULAR AGENDA:

4. Library advocacy update
Informational

UPDATES:

Friends

By Teigland - book sale in July was a huge success.

By Dettmer- 19 volunteers 75 hours at book sale.

Foundation

By Barr - Next meeting is 9-18 at CPC.

STAFF REPORTS:

6. Review library reports and statistics.

ADJOURNMENT:
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Chair Martin adjoumed the meeting at 5:17.

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 10,2025, AT 5:OO PM.

ATTEST: AMY DETTMER, Director of Library Services
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Item 3.

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Total

3,522.65
105.85

2,530.00
210.53
148.95
428.66
382.95
15 1 .66

1,900.00
400.00

20.38
2,300.00

52.85
33.45

t76.70
842.70

t3,207.33
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Item 3.

Billing Address . .

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LUIINE INGRAM BLVIAVERGNE TN 3TOEhitEd StAtCS

DEMCO lr\m BOX SS6llllLWAUKEE Wl 53288-862hited States
GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO31 W SUPERIOR gULUTH MN 5580hitEd StAtCS

MIDWEST TAPE LLg17 TIMBERWOLF DRIVEf,LLAND OH 4352hited States
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHINM BOX 7809@}IILADELPHIA PA 191lhited StAtES

INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LI(DCKBOX #1314GO BOX ,I4M,INNEAPOLIS MN 554&Ihited States
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LL6D4 NW lSTA\Ef, BOX lGRAND RAPIDS MN 55Tzthited States
VESTIS GROUP, lMDO COLONIAL CENTER PARKWI$UITEIffiSWELL GA 3001hited States
ITASCAAREA SCHOOLS COLLABORATI\ffio SW 7TH AVENUHAND RAPIDS MN 5574/hited StatES

BUNES SEPTIC SERVICE IMD693 BLUEBIRD DERAND RAPIDS MN 5574hitEd StAtCS

BTACAQUISITION COffiKER & TAYLOR LIEC BOX 27793CLANTA GA 3O3Ehited States
ALLISON PETERSOSORTHWOODS CLEANING COMPANTEO64 DANSON FIERAND RAPIDS MN ss7,t lited States
ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTE[528 EMERALD A\IEOUNTAIN IRON MN 5576hited States
EBSCO INDUSTRIES, INBSCO SUBSCRIPTION SERVI@YMENT PROCESSING CENTBO BOX 2O466ALLAS TX 7532lhited States
SANDSTROM'S lMD57 E HW\EO BOX 20IRAND RAPIDS MN 55Tzthited States
SHI INTERNATIONAL COFIB KNIGHTSBRIDGE ROAUSCATAWAY NJ O88$lhited States

11
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Uesdng Ueitifier
Library [,/eeting
Library Meeting
Library I\,4eeting

Library lvleeting
Library lvleeting
Library l\4eeting
Library N,,leeting

Library [reeting
Library Meeting
Library Meeting
Library Meeting
Library L4eeting

Library [,,leeting

Library l\4eeting
Library l\4eeting
Library N4eeting

ltem 3.
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Item 4.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025.08
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTTNG DONATIONS

WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465-03, states that cities may accept gifts of real or personal
property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor prescribes, and

WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body adopted by a two-thirds
majority of its members,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Board of the City of Grand Rapids, Itasca

County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donations and terms of the donors as follows:

Grand Rapids Area Library Foundation - S2,475.28

Neil Nicolaus and Susan Johnston - $52.00 for The Sun magtzine

Adopted this 13th day of August 2025

l/W\
J

13

Secretary

dent

9

Item 1.



GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - SEPTEMBER 10, 2025
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY
ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 00015320-L 26.86
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING 2204342-L 47.00
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING 2204536-L 235.00
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING 2207734-L 141.00
Burggraf's Ace Hardware 407784-L 479.98
Burggraf's Ace Hardware 407524-L 137.31
Cengage Group 999100671221-L 21.44
GRAND RAPIDS HERALD REVIEW 213547-L 306.00
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89375024-L 18.01
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89245972-L 9.70
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89245974-L 11.95
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89702064-L 19.78
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89702065-L 21.71
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89702066-L 18.74
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89760695-L 76.15
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89760696-L 15.16
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89935170-L 72.43
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89935171-L 11.21
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89935172-L 30.37
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89935173-L 613.71
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89944701-L 177.64
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89944702-L 18.71
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89653525-L 31.38
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 90058374-L 21.91
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 90058375-L 12.48
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 90058376-L 17.81
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89839102-L 17.20
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89839103-L 33.57
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89839104-L 16.13
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89839105-L 14.67
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89839106-L 10.67
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89847750-L 21.73
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89646654-L 50.33
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89646655-L 48.66
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89646656-L 215.76
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89646657-L 112.17
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 90127293-L 42.04
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 90096117-L 62.72
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 90096118-L 19.55
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89565279-L 635.92
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - SEPTEMBER 10, 2025
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89627537-L 42.60
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89528483-L 249.84
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89328171-L 23.00
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89328172-L 18.74
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 89328173-L 125.51
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LL IN4909424-L 578.56
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LL IN4911820-L 111.72
JOHNSON CONTROLS FIRE PROTECTION 24872380-L 825.57
MIDWEST TAPE LLC 507568020-L 116.20
MIDWEST TAPE LLC 507626397-L 28.49
NORTHWOODS CLEANING COMPANY 10962-L 2,100.00
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS  LLC 54901-L 1,123.32
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS  LLC 54935-L 612.72
SANDSTROM'S  INC 555870-L 201.86
STOKES PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPLY INC121587-L 137.70
UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC JN6141119-L 93.20
UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC JL6142281-L 233.00
VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630460557-L 75.83
VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630455679-L 75.83

TOTAL UNPAID TO BE APPROVED IN THE SUM OF: 10,668.25$    

PRIOR APPROVAL
Amazon Capital Services 7/15/25 57.72
Amazon Capital Services 7/21/25 376.75
Amazon Capital Services 7/22/25 132.62
Amazon Capital Services 8/29/25 376.75
Amazon Capital Services 8/29/25 132.62
AT&T 07/2025 54.63
AT&T 08/2025 54.63
Diane Magner 8/4/25 400.00
Ditty Wish Ventures 8/4/25 500.00
Fidelity 08/2025 6.90
Fidelity 09/2025 6.90
Grand Rapids Payroll 7/11/25 23,841.01
Grand Rapids Payroll 7/25/2025 23,771.86
Grand Rapids Payroll 8/23/25 19,933.84
Grand Rapids Payroll 8/8/25 23,647.21
Haley Ortenblad 8/4/25 50.00
Madelyn Pratto 8/4/25 50.00
Marco 06/2025 65.38
Marco 07/2025 & 08/2025 276.19

CHECKS ISSUED-PRIOR APPROVAL
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - SEPTEMBER 10, 2025
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT

Metropolitan Life Insurance 07/2025 57.60
Metropolitan Life Insurance 08/2025 57.60
Michelle Johnons 08/29/25 93.74
MN Energy 07/2025 45.00
MN Energy 08/2025 54.25
Northern Drug Screening 8/2025 30.00
Operating Engineers 10/2025 10,632.00
Paul Bunyan Communications 8/2025 248.52
Paul Bunyan Communications 7/15/25 198.23
PUC Utilities 07/2025 3,269.77
Waste Management 07/2025 145.86

TOTAL PRIOR APPROVAL ALLOWED IN THE SUM OF: 108,567.58$  

TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS: 119,235.83$  
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GRAND
RAPIDS

8/tt/2025
Emily Lindner
23222 Old Stones Throw Road
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Dear Ms. Lindner:

I am pleased that you will be leading a series of book club meetings developed for school age
children. These programs will be held912212025,l0l20l2025l,llll7l2O25 and 1210812025.

The Library will pay you $125 for each program. This fee will include your prep time, as well as
set-up, programming, and clean-up time. In addition, the Library will pay you $50 for program
materials and snacks, for a total payment of $175 per program. Payments will be made monthly,
after the programs are completed. If these arrangements are agreeable, please sign below, and
return this contract to the library.

My e-mail is: adettmer@grandrapidsmn.gov. Don't hesitate to contact me if you have questions
or concerns about the arrangements for your programs.

Dettmer
Library Director

These terms are acceptable:

Elttlzs
Signature Date

Approved for the Board of Directors

r4o NE 2ND STREET CRAND RAPTDS, MN 55744 | 218-326-7640 I CTTYOFGRANDRAPTDSMN.COM/LTBRARY

AR EA LI B RARY
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-09 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS  

 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465.03, states that cities may accept gifts of real or personal 

property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor prescribes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body adopted by a two-thirds 

majority of its members, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Board of the City of Grand Rapids, Itasca 

County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donations and terms of the donors as follows: 

      

 

 

 

Grand Rapids Area Library Foundation – $2714.77  

  $ 918.71 Bestsellers  

  $ 700.00 Ditty Wish Musical Storytimes 

  $ 155.19 DVDs 

  $ 940.87 Books – Series Fill-in    

 

Judy Copa & Eric Roy Oberg - $100.00  

 

Nick & Nancy Eltgroth - $500.00 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Adopted this 10th day of September 2025 

 

 

            

     Cyndy Martin, President 

 

 

      

Jennifer Barr, Secretary  
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS

GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY

ACTUAL 2021-2023 EXPENDITURES, 2024 ADOPTED BUDGET, YEAR TO DATE, PROPOSED 2025 BUDGET

2021
ACTUAL

2022
ACTUAL

2023
ACTUAL

2024
BUDGET

2025
BUDGET

Actual
YtD

6t30t2025

PROPOSED
2026

BUDGET

REVENUES
Taxes

Current
Delinquent
Fiscal Disparities

Total Taxes

lntergovemmental
Supplemental Aid
State of Minnesota
Library Contracts

Total lntergovernmental

Charges for Services
ALS Cross-overs
Photo Copies
lntemet
Library Fees-Proctoring
Passport Processing Fee
Fax Machine tJse

Total Charges for Services

Fines and Forfeits
Library Fines

Total Fines and Forfeits

Miscellaneous Revenue
Donations
Memorial Books
Donations-Children's Library
Donations-Library Programs
Endowmenl Fund lncome
Donations-ADA Project
Grand Rapids Lib Foundation
Meeting Room ReceiPts
Miscellaneous
Energy Rebates
lnvestment lncome
Net (lossygain on net lnvestment

Total Miscellaneous Revenue

Olher Sources
lnsurance Recovery

Operating Transfer - ln
Fund Balance Usaqe

Total Revenues

EXPENSES
Operating Transfer Out

$ 605,929
8,908

52,442

$ 642,923
4,460

78,000

$ 661,419 A25124
1A67 .29
53,080

$ 830,187 $

667.279

33,728

146,043
---ie77T

33,956
707

35,268

725,384 716,366 825j28 830.187

151.428 143.384 128,000

-t 

86.o92 '178,652 128,ooo
145,000 145,000

145,000

5,281
2,000
2,000

100
18,200

500

41,980 55,204 28,081 28,081

145,000

8,045
1,579

876
130

1 7,'185
367

28,182

8,045
2,290
1,449

120
29,640

436

8,045
2,898
'l,338

42,105
693

5,281
2,000
2,000

100
18,200

500

100

5,281
2,000
2,000

20,000
500

29,881

220

4,089

330
6,981

3,400

,,ra,

4,001

12,302

447

(4,13;)

34,777

2,569

2,901
23,61 1)

17,529
60

'1,500 1,500 1,500

2,586

24,486

,,aot

5,200
7 .O28-- seF08

1,300 1,300 1,300

21,112 25,295

3,000

5,800

3,000 3,000

5,800 5,800

4,452

978,832

@7 t11t2025

896,s64 978,765 I,014,459 987,009 't.009.068

$ 743,151

55,000
798,151

13

220 86
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS
GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY

ACTUAL 2021-2023 EXPENDITURES, 2024 ADOPTED BUDGET, YEAR TO OATE, PROPOSED 2025 BUDGET

2021
ACTUAL

2022
ACTUAL

2023
ACTUAL

2024
BUDGET

2025
BUDGET

PROPOSED
2026

BUDGET

Actual
YtD

6t30t2025

Personnel
Salary-Full time
Salary-Full time overtime
Salary-Part Time
Salary-Part time overtime
Contracted Services
PERA
FICA
Medicare
Health lnsurance
Life lnsurance
Unemployment
Wo*e/s Comp

Total Personnel

Supplies and malerials
Ofiice Supplies
Copy Supplies
Printing/binding
Computer Supplies
Computer lnventory
Assets between 700 and 4999
lnventorial Supplies Equip<700
Volunteer Prgm Supplies & Mat
Operating Supplies
Books
Audio^/isual
Newspapers
Periodicals
Maintenance Tools/Supplies
Other Supplies/Materials
EquipmenUParts
Volunteer Coordinator Materials

Total supplies and materials

Services and Charges
Professional Services
Accounting Services
Legal
Laundry
Janitorial Services
Other Contracted Services
Telephone
Postage/Freight
Seminari Meetings/School
Staff Training
Community Ed/Promotion
Professional Service-Collections
Auto Mileageitravel
Publishing and Advertising
General lnsurance

398,402 3a9,447 403,4A7 415,796 432,574

53,77 4 71 ,515 85,689 91,955 96,799

7',14,499

4,845 1 
.1,393

35,699 34,401
27 ,825 28 ,192
6,508 6,593

'1 15,625 109,944
199 218

4,787
2,954 2,496

654,619 654,199

2,O43
36,378
29,912
6,996

114,444
222

8,510
37,816
31,481

7 ,362
122,265

232

8,5'10
39,305
32,821

7 ,676
128,370

232

3,062 3,032 2,413 2,425

3,732
450
478

3,522
10,560

790
414

2,744
41,791
8,787
1,459
5,588
2,061

90

7,754
637
528

3,359
365

'13,361

3,514
3,593
2,812

51,345
9,197
1,563
5,561
2,3'14

360

3,803
1,118

193
3,477

836
7,873

750
6,197
2,894

48,884
8,033
1,993
5,549
2,80s

8,000
1,500
1 ,000
3,000
2,500

10,000
1 ,000
1 ,000
2,000

39,000
9,000
2,000
7,500
3,000

682 .233 7 18 ,449 7 48,700 716,924

8,000 8,000

10,000 10,000

2,000 2,000
39,000 39,000

9,0009,000

3,000

'r,500 1,500
1,000 - 1.000

2,500 - 2,500

1,000 1,000
1,000 - 1,000

2,000 2,000
7,500 - 7,500

83,995 106,264 94,404 90,500 90,500 90,500

'1 
,1 

'13

457
20,400

4,289
4,811
1,743

216
343

105
8,043

15,501
1,124

726
18,275
16,023
4,546
3,293

216
1,877

420
17,082

't,203

820
20,400

6,325
4374
4,506

10,229

1 ,000
20,960
12,000
6,000
3,500

16,000

1,000
20,960
12,000
6,000
3,500
3,000

500
1 ,600

1,000
21,000
'12,000

6,000
4,500

2,000
1,000
1 ,000

26,204

500
1,500

500
1,600

216
1,922

254
2,000

600
22,OO0

2,000
500
600

26,208

7 tl1t2025

24,295
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS
GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY

ACTUAL 2021.2023 EXPENDITURES, 2024 ADOPTED BUDGET, YEAR TO DATE, PROPOSED 2025 BUDGET

2021
ACTUAL

2022
ACTUAL

2023
ACTUAL

2024
BUDGET

2025
BUDGET

Actual PROPOSED
YtD 2026

613012025 BUDGET

Electricity
Garbage Removal
Heat-Natural Gas
Maintenance Contracts

Building Maintenance/Repairs

Grounds l\4aintenance
Computer Maintenance/Repairs
On-line Services
General Equip MainuRepair
Equipment Leases
Miscellaneous
Dues & Subscriptions
lnterlibrary Loan Charges

Fund Balance Payback

Total Other Services

Capital Outlay
EquipmenUMach/Fum/Fixture
Building/Bldg lmprovements

Total Capital Outlay

GRAND TOTAL

REVENUE(EXPENDITURES)

34,158
1,766
5,031

10,499

7,006

33,292
1 ,675
4,643

10,501

17,733
1,536
I,447
1,753

11 ,624
1,445

30
20

31,682
1,757
1 ,961

12,'190

9,977

3,683
10,440

1,849
6,664
1,512

35,000
2,000
8,000
9,500

15,000

1,000
9,000
3,000
8,000
1,500

35,000
2,000
8,000
9,500

15,000

1 ,000
9,000
3,000
8,000
1,500

35,000
2,000
8,000

12,000
15,000

1,000
9,000
3,000
8,000
1,600

30

118,335 173,'180 156,333 178.060 169,868 171 ,408

7,898

7,898

856,949 933,644 940.868 987,009 1,009,068 978,832

$ 39,615

7 t11t2025 (zt

8,766
2,564
5,525
1,451

20
30
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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

400 NE Stinson Blvd.  ▪  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413  ▪  651-582-8200  ▪  mde.contactus@state.mn.us  ▪  
@MnDeptEd 

 

August 12, 2025 

Dear Minnesota County Administrators, 

Thank you for your commitment to ensuring your county’s residents have access to public 
library services. The attached documentation provides your county’s state-certified level of 
library support for 2026. Minnesota Statutes, sections 134.34 and 275.761 establish the amount 
at 90% of the state-certified level of support set in 2011. 

Please be advised that should a county fall below its state-certified level of library support, 
Minnesota Statutes, section 134.34, subdivision 4 requires removal of the county from State 
Library Services’ funding formulas. This would greatly reduce the breadth and depth of library 
services available to the county’s residents. 

Thank you again for your continued support of Minnesota’s libraries. Together, we can ensure 
that all Minnesota residents benefit from quality library services. 

Sincerely, 

 

Emma De Vera 
State Library Program Specialist 
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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

400 NE Stinson Blvd.  ▪  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413  ▪  651-582-8200  ▪  mde.contactus@state.mn.us  ▪  
@MnDeptEd 

 

August 2025 

CERTIFICATION OF MINIMUM LOCAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENT: 2025 

This is to certify the 2026 minimum level of financial support to be provided for operating 
expenses for public library services and participation in the regional public library system 
programs pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 134.34 for: 

Itasca County 

The state-certified level of library support for 2026 is: $342,709 

This amount represents the equivalent of 90% of the official 2011 state-certified level of library 
support. The property in those portions of the county excluded for the purpose of determining 
the library levy and providing the minimum amount is as follows: 

Bovey 
Calumet 
Coleraine 
Grand Rapids 
Keewatin 
Marble
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Amy Dettmer

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:
Attachments:

Mollie Stanford < mollie.stanford @alslib.i nfo >

Friday, August 15,2025 1:55 PM

Amy Dettmer
2026 MOE Certification -- Grand Rapids Area Library

2026 MOE - Grand Rapids.pdf

Greetings, Amy!

Around this time each year, our cotteagues from State Library Services/Minnesota Department of

Education notify every Minnesota county and every Minnesota city that operates a publ,ic tibrary with the

minimum amount they are required to provide for tibrary service in the comingyear (in this case, 2026).

These l,etters used to have much greater significance as those minimum amounts frequentty changed as

a resutt of just how much the city or county provided in the preceding two years. Over ten years ago, the
Minnesota Legisl,ature saw fit to essentiatty freeze the amounts for al,l, of the jurisdictions. Since the
LegisLature enacted that freeze, the amount on each year's letter is the same as the year before. lt witt
remain the same for future years untit the Legistature un-f reezes the amounts. A number of cities and

counties across the state fund their respective [ibraries at amounts above what appears on their letter,
however there are stitt some that fund at the minimum amount.

As the tetters are being sent directLy to city cterks and/or city administrators, I want to make sure you

have a copy for your records as wett. Ptease let me know if you have any questions or concerns!

Best,
Mol,l,ie

Mollie M. Stanford, MLIS (she/her)
Executive Director
Arrowhead Library System
5528 Emerald Avenue, Mountain Iron, MN 55768
(218) 74t-3840

xMy work day may look different than your work day. Please do not feel obligated to respond outside of your normal working hours

Foruuarded message
From: De Vera, Emma (She/Her/Hers) (MDE) <emma.devera@state.mn.us>
Date: Tue, Aug 12,2025 at 12:59 PM

Subject: 2026 MOE Certification
To: kjohnson@ci.grand-rapids.mn.us <kjohnson@ci.grand-rapids.mn.us>, mottie.stanford@atstib.info
<mottie. sta nford@atsti b. i nfo>

1

Hello,
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Attached is your county's 2026 state-certified maintenance of effort amount. Please note that this amount is not

reflective of the actual cost of maintaining your local library or libraries. Please contact me if you have further questions.

Thank you,

Emma De Vera (she/her)
State Library Programs Specialist
651-582-8702 | emma.devera@state.mn.us

Minnesota Department of Education
400 NE Stinson Blvd., Minneapolis, MN 55413
education.mn.gov

mrc BF'#,lf^'Ji[*
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ml DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

August 12, 2025

Dear Minnesota City Clerks,

Thank you for your commitment to ensuring your city's residents have access to public library

services. The attached documentation provides your city's state-certified level of library support

f or 2026. M innesota Statutes, sections 11!.1! and 275.761 establish the amou nt at 90% of the

state-certified level of support set in 2011.

Please be advised that should a city fall below its state-certified level of library support,

Minnesota Statutes, section 134.34, subdivision 4 requires removal ofthe city from State Library

Services' funding formulas. This would greatly reduce the breadth and depth of library services

available to the city's residents.

Thank you again for your continued support of Minnesota's libraries. Together, we can ensure

that all Minnesota residents benefit from quality library services.

Sincerely,

9 ^ ,r-t-zhho- blc Uar-a-

Emma De Vera

State Library Program Specialist

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

400 NE Stinson Blvd. . Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413 . 651-582-8200 . mde.contactus@state.mn.us .

@MnDeptEd
22
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ml DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

August 2025

CERTIFICATION OF MINIMUM LOCAT SUPPORT REQUIREMENT: 2025

This is to certify the 2026 minimum level of financial support to be provided for operating

expenses for public library services and participation in the regional public library system

programs pursuant to Minnesoto Stotutei Chapter 134.34 for the city of:

Grand Rapids

The state-certified level of library support for 2025 is: 5391,618

This amount represents the equivalent of 90% of the official 2011 state-certified level of library

su pport.

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

400 NE Stinson Blvd. . Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413 . 651-582-8200 . mde.contadus@state.mn.us .

@MnDeptEd
23
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AGENDA
Library Study Group

9-3-2s

1. Members Present - John Johnson, Terry Snyder, Tasha Connelly, Tom Sutherland

2. StaffPresent - Tom Pagel, Will Richter, Amy Detmer, Brett Skyles, Austin Rohling

3. Review Mayor Connelly memorandum (see attached)

4. Member Updates

a. County Budget
b. Duluth Library
c. Grant Updates

d. Other?

5. Other?

24
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CITY OF

RAND RAPIDS ADM I N I STRATION DE PARTMENT
IN NATURE

42O NORTH POKEGAMA AVENUE. CRAND RAPIDS. MINNESOTA 55744-2662

MEMORANDUM

Date: August 28,2025

To Commission Johnson, Commissioner Snyder, Auditor Rohling, Administrator Skyles,

Councilmember Sutherland, Will Richter, Library Director Amy Dettmer, Administrator

Pagel

From: Tasha Connelly, Mayor

Re: Update on work tasks for September 3,2025, meeting

At the August 2},Llbrary Study meeting, the City was tasked with three items to research. The first

was to assemble a fact sheet with bullet point answers to constituent questions. The second was to

research the Scott County Library system. The third was grant opportunities. Background follows.

Fact Sheets - See Affached.

Scott Countv Librarv Svstem

The following are basic demographics for the Scott County Library System (SCLS):

o The population of Scott County is 150,928 vs 45,014 for Itasca County or about 3x larger.

o The SCLS has eight libraries vs seven for Itasca.

o The SCLS levy is $4.46 million vs $1.54 million for all Itasca libraries or about 3x larger.

o Most SCLS are open from10 am to 8 pm. The public can use Extended Access (EA) from 6

am to 10 pm including holidays. Use link to learn more about extended access: Locations &
Hours I Scott Counlv. MN

o EA could be added to our libraries with investment in technology. Scoff County does not

appear to be utilizing EA to reduce staff.

o With Scott County being the levying authority, the SCLS is equitably funded amongst all

county taxpayers.

At our August 20 meeting I mentioned reviewing a funding model we use to allocate fire contract

costs to various townships. I directed Administrator Pagel to prepare a model for Itasca County that

would include all libraries budgets in the model. The model works as follows:

AN l(\tJAl ()f r()KItJNll'\'/ AlIIRtrlAl"lYt A(l l()N 1,,\11'l()\'t'R

'L
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. All library budgets for 2024 were added together amounting to $ 1 .54 million
o All township and city taxable market value for 2024 was added together.

o The total number of library card holders were calculated for each township/city.

o Fifty percent of the $1.54 million was prorated to each township/city based on taxable market

value and number of library card holders. In essence ability to pay and use.

o When allocated, each of the cities that host libraries reduce their property tax for library

services as follows:

Library
2024

Budget
What Tax Payers

Would Pay
Decrease
in Levy

Grand Rapids 825,128 416,226 -408,902

Coleraine 128,335 41,807 -86,528

Bovey 37.209 29,766 -7,443

Marble 39,537 6,182 -33,355

Calumet 71,848 4,050 -67,798

Keewatin 70,564 15.406 -55,158

Nashwauk School 25,000 16,656 -8,344

Itasca Coun8 342,709 342,709 0

Itasca County would still need to contribute their minimum requirement to Arrowhead

Library System.

If the total library budget was allocated only on taxable market value, the host library cities

would see the following reduction in property taxes:

Library
2024

Budget
What Tax Payers

Would Pay
Decrease
in Levy

Grand Rapids 82s.r28 207,119 -618,009

Coleraine 128,335 36,681 -91,654

Bovey 37.209 6.9t2 -30,297

Marble 39,537 5,333 -34,204

Calumet 71,848 2,311 -69,537

Keewatin 70,564 7,862 -62,702

Nashwauk School 25,000 15,841 -9,159

Itasca CounW 342,709 342,709 0

Grand Opportunities
The city hired John Connelly to research grant opportunities for the library. He worked with another

grant specialist and together they researched grant opportunities at the state and national level. The

criteria used in searching was library operations and programming in rural seffings. The six potential
grant sources are attached. The GRAL has utilized The Friends (MALF) in the past.

I look forward to discussing this information with you on Wednesday, September 3, at 4:00 pm,

virtually.

a

r\N t(\tlAl. ()ll'()l(tl,.lNlI\' 1 Al l ll{l\{r\IlVl A(ll l()N }lvll'l(}\'l R
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Library Fact Sheet

o In accordance with MN Statute 134.07 a properfy can only be taxed once for library
services.

o In 2015 the GR Library had 8 Full-Time and2Part-Time employees. 1n2025 the GR

Library has 4 Full-Time and 4 Part-Time employees.

o The GR library has 85 volunteers who assist at the library 3,500 hours annually.

o The GR library is approaching 30 years of age. Proactively we know that the roofing

membrane will probably need to be replaced in the next five years at an estimated cost of
$s00k.

o The GR library budget has only increased 2.60/o amrnally the past eleven years.

o Over 160,000 items (book, cd, etc.) are checked out of the GR library annually.

o Conduct 52 programs with over 2,100 attendees annually.
o If hours are not reduced, a seasonal shift having Saturday hours at the library will occur

as of January 1tt.

o Library volunteers are prohibited by law from working in positions with access to patron

records - i.e., checking out books. Library data - including patron records - is governed

by the Minnesota Govemment Data Practices Act (MS 13.40).

o Volunteers are actively involved in processing material, reshelving materials, and

producing/supporting library programs.
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