
 

 

GRAND RAPIDS  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

MEETING AGENDA 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2024  

4:00 PM  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a regular meeting of the Grand Rapids Economic Development 

Authority will be held in the City Council Chambers in the Grand Rapids City Hall, 420 North 

Pokegama Avenue, in Grand Rapids, Minnesota on Thursday, April 25, 2024 at 4:00 PM. 

CALL TO ORDER 

CALL OF ROLL 

SETTING OF THE REGULAR AGENDA - This is an opportunity to approve the regular agenda as 

presented, or to add/delete an agenda item by a majority vote of the Commissioners present . 

APPROVE MINUTES 

1. Consider approving minutes for Thursday, April 11, 2024 GREDA regular meeting and 

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 GREDA special meeting. 

APPROVE CLAIMS 

2. Consider approving claims in the amount of $221.55. 

BUSINESS 

3. Consider adopting a resolution approving a preliminary development agreement with Unique 

Opportunities Grand Rapids, LLC. 

UPDATES 

4. Oppidan Workforce Housing Projecty 

5. L&M Distribution Center Project 

6. HWY 35 Project 

ADJOURN 

MEMBERS & TERMS 

Tom Sutherland - 12/31/2024 Council Representative 

Molly MacGregor - 12/31/2024 Council Representative 

Wayne Bruns - 3/1/25 

Sholom Blake - 3/1/25 

Al Hodnik - 3/1/27 
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Bill Martinetto - 3/1/27 

Malissa Bahr - 3/1/30 
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GRAND RAPIDS  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Thursday, April 11, 2024  

4:15 PM  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a regular meeting of the Grand Rapids Economic Development 

Authority will be held in the City Council Chambers in the Grand Rapids City Hall, 420 North 

Pokegama Avenue, in Grand Rapids, Minnesota on Thursday, April 11, 2024 immediately following the 

closed session. 

CALL TO ORDER 

President Blake called the meeting to order at 4:20 PM. 

CALL OF ROLL 

PRESENT 

Commissioner Al Hodnik, President Sholom Blake, Commissioner Wayne Bruns, Commissioner Bill 

Martinetto, Commissioner Molly MacGregor 

 

ABSENT 

Commissioner Tom Sutherland, Commissioner Malissa Bahr 

STAFF 

Rob Mattei and Mandy Mitchell                                                                         

 

SETTING OF THE REGULAR AGENDA - This is an opportunity to approve the regular agenda as 

presented, or to add/delete an agenda item by a majority vote of the Commissioners present . 

Approved without additions. 

APPROVE MINUTES 

1. Consider approving minutes from the March 28, 2024 Regular Meeting 

Motion made by Commissioner Martinetto, second by Commissioner MacGregor to approve 

the minutes from the March 28, 2024 Regular Meeting. The following voted in favor 

thereof: Commissioner Hodnik, President Blake, Commissioner Bruns, Commissioner 

Martinetto, Commissioner MacGregor. Opposed: None, motion passed unanimously. 
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APPROVE CLAIMS 

2. Consider approval of claims in the amount of $47,718.75 

Motion by Commissioner Bruns, second by Comissioner Hodnik to approve claims in the 

amount of $47,718.75. The following voted in favor thereof: Commissioner Hodnik, President 

Blake, Commissioner Bruns, Commissioner Martinetto, Commissioner MacGregor. Opposed: 

None, motion passed unanimously. 

BUSINESS 

3. Consider adopting a resolution supporting a modification to the development program for the 

City’s Development District 1, establishing TIF District 1-16 and supporting a property tax 

abatement for certain property in the City. 

Community Development Director Mattei explained Oppidan Inc. requesting TIF and gave a 

PowerPoint presentation on the topic followed by questions and discussion. 

Motion by Commissioner Hodnik, second by Commissioner MacGregor to adopt a resolution 

supporting a modification to the development program for the City's Development District 1, 

establishing TIF District 1-16 and supporting a property tax abatement for certain property in 

the City. The following voted in favor thereof: Commissioner Hodnik, President Blake, 

Commissioner Bruns, Commissioner Martinetto, Commissioner MacGregor. Opposed: None, 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Consider adopting a resolution supporting a modification of a tax increment financing district 

within City’s Development District 1. 

Community Development Director Rob Mattei provided a PowerPoint presentation explaining 

HWY 35 Properties LLC. filing an application for Business Assistance requesting Tax 

Increment Financing (TIF). 

Motion by Commissioner Martinetto, second by MacGregor to adopt a resolution supporting a 

modification of a tax increment financing district within City’s Development District 1. The 

following voted in favor thereof: Commissioner Hodnik, President Blake, Commissioner 

Bruns, Commissioner Martinetto, Commissioner MacGregor. Opposed: None, motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

UPDATES 

Community Development is spending time on applications for the Workforce Housing Program and 

transacting with L&M and the airport property. 
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ADJOURN 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:03 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Mandy Mitchell, Recorder 

MEMBERS & TERMS 

Tom Sutherland - 12/31/2024 Council Representative 

Molly MacGregor - 12/31/2024 Council Representative 

Wayne Bruns - 3/1/25 

Sholom Blake - 3/1/25 

Al Hodnik - 3/1/27 

Bill Martinetto - 3/1/27 

Malissa Bahr - 3/1/30 
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GRAND RAPIDS  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2024  

5:00 PM  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a special meeting of the Grand Rapids Economic Development 

Authority will be held in the City Council Chambers in the Grand Rapids City Hall, 420 North 

Pokegama Avenue, in Grand Rapids, Minnesota on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 5:00 PM. 

CALL TO ORDER 

President Blake called the meeting to order at 5:02 PM. 

CALL OF ROLL 

PRESENT 

Commissioner Al Hodnik 

President Sholom Blake 

Commissioner Wayne Bruns 

Commissioner Tom Sutherland 

 

ABSENT 

Commissioner Bill Martinetto 

Commissioner Molly MacGregor 

Commissioner Malissa Bahr 

APPROVE CLAIMS 

1. Consider approval of claims in the amount of $64,903.52. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hodnik, Seconded by Commissioner Sutherland to approve the 

claims in the amount of $64,903.52. Voting Yea: Commissioner Hodnik, President Blake, 

Commissioner Bruns, Commissioner Sutherland. Opposed: None, motion passed unanimously. 

BUSINESS 

2. Consider adopting a resolution authorizing a contract 

Discussion on the three absent commissioners and conflict of interest due to them being a part 

of the Free Range Co-op. 

Motion made by Commissioner Bruns, Seconded by Commissioner Sutherland to adopt a 

resolution authorizing a contract. Voting Yea: Commissioner Hodnik, Commissioner Bruns, 

Commissioner Sutherland. Opposed: None, motion passed unanimously. 
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3. Consider a resolution approving conveyance of certain property owned by GREDA and 

corresponding Purchase and Development Contract between GREDA and Free Range Food 

Co-op. 

Community Development Director Rob Mattei discussed the process Free Range Co-op has 

been going through to start up. The purchase price of the property is $200,000 with a closing 

date of March 21, 2025. Questions and discussion followed. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hodnik, Seconded by Commissioner Bruns to approve 

conveyance of certain property owned by GREDA and corresponding Purchase and 

Development Contract between GREDA and Free Range Food Co-op. Voting Yea: 

Commissioner Hodnik, President Blake, Commissioner Bruns, Commissioner 

Sutherland. Opposed: None, motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:11 PM. 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Amanda Mitchell, Recorder 

MEMBERS & TERMS 

Tom Sutherland - 12/31/2024 Council Representative 

Molly MacGregor - 12/31/2024 Council Representative 

Wayne Bruns - 3/1/25 

Sholom Blake - 3/1/25 

Al Hodnik - 3/1/27 

Bill Martinetto - 3/1/27 

Malissa Bahr - 3/1/30 
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DATE: 04/19/2024 CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS PAGE: 1
TIME: 13:34:56 DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT
ID: AP443GR0.WOW

INVOICES DUE ON/BEFORE 04/25/2024

VENDOR # NAME AMOUNT DUE
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EDA - CAPITAL PROJECTS

L&M DISTRIBUTION CENTER
0718010 CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 150.00
0718060 GRAND RAPIDS HERALD REVIEW 71.55

TOTAL L&M DISTRIBUTION CENTER 221.55

TOTAL UNPAID TO BE APPROVED IN THE SUM OF:       $221.55
 TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS                           $221.55

EDA BILL LIST - APRIL 25, 2024
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DATE: 04/19/24 CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS PAGE: 1
TIME: 13:33:07 DETAIL BOARD REPORT
ID: AP441000.WOW

INVOICES DUE ON/BEFORE 04/25/2024

INVOICE # INVOICE ITEM
VENDOR # DATE # DESCRIPTION ACCOUNT # P.O. # PROJECT DUE DATE ITEM AMT
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

0718010 CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS

24/308-E 03/31/24 01 SEH MISC SVCS-L&M PROPERTY 427-43-00-00-3000 20241112 04/25/24 150.00
L&M DISTRIB CTR-PROF SERVI

INVOICE TOTAL: 150.00
VENDOR TOTAL: 150.00

0718060 GRAND RAPIDS HERALD REVIEW

160063-E 04/10/24 01 AD PH REZONE 91-033-1406 L&M 427-43-00-00-3510 20241091 04/25/24 71.55
L&M DISTRIB CTR-PUBLISHING

INVOICE TOTAL: 71.55
VENDOR TOTAL: 71.55

TOTAL ALL INVOICES: 221.55

DETAILED EDA BILL LIST - APRIL 25, 2024
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REQUEST FOR GRAND RAPIDS EDA ACTION 

 

AGENDA DATE: April 25, 2024 

STATEMENT OF ISSUE: Consider adopting a resolution approving a preliminary 

development agreement with Unique Opportunities Grand Rapids, 

LLC. 

PREPARED BY: Rob Mattei, Executive Director 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Samuel Herzog, President of Unique Opportunities Grand Rapids, LLC, submitted a Letter of 

Intent which outlines his desire to purchase the Block 20/21 GREDA site, which is located 

directly north of the Grand Rapids Area Library and KAXE, the price of $200,000. 

Unique Opportunities has provided a design concept that illustrates their intended development 

of the site with a 63-unit apartment complex with amenities including underground parking, 

workout room, community room and a rooftop patio. 

The proposed project has an estimated development cost of $10MM.  Unique would like to close 

on a purchase and development agreement late this summer and begin construction in the fall. 

The Grand Rapids Downtown Plan identifies the Block 20&21 site as an Opportunity Site for 

new development of mix-use, residential and/or commercial.  The proposed project also aligns 

with the goal for residential uses in the Downtown that provide additional customer base for 

Downtown dining and retail businesses. 

The Preliminary Development Agreement, presented for GREDA’s consideration, follows the 

typical format developed by our attorney.  It establishes Unique Opportunities as the sole 

developer of the property for a period of 180 days, providing them time to further their due 

diligence efforts, prior to execution of a purchase and development agreement with GREDA.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

REQUIRED ACTION:  Make a motion to adopt a resolution approving a preliminary 

development agreement with Unique Opportunities Grand Rapids, LLC. 
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GR275\40\946822.v1 

GRAND RAPIDS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 24-05 

 

APPROVING A PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE GRAND RAPIDS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 AND UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES GRAND RAPIDS, L.L.C. 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Grand Rapids Economic Development 
Authority (the “Authority”) as follows: 
 
1. Background. 
 
 1.01. The Authority owns certain property (the “Property”) in the City of Grand Rapids, Minnesota 
(the “City”). 
 
 1.02. The Authority and Unique Opportunities Grand Rapids, L.L.C., a Minnesota limited liability 
company, or an entity related thereto or affiliated therewith (the “Developer”), wish to enter into a Preliminary 
Development Agreement (the “PDA”) which will provide for the negotiation of a definitive purchase and 
development agreement that will address (among other things) the sale of the Property by the Authority to the 
Developer and the construction by the Developer of a multifamily housing development on the Property. 
 
 1.03. The Board of Commissioners has reviewed the PDA and has determined that it is in the best 
interests of the Authority to approve and execute the PDA. 
 
2. Approval of PDA. 
 
 2.01.   The Authority approves the PDA and authorizes and directs the President and Executive 
Director to execute the PDA in substantially the form on file, subject to modifications that do not alter the 
substance of the transaction and are approved by the President and Executive Director, provided that execution 
of the PDA by such officials will be conclusive evidence of their approval. 
 
 2.02.    Authority officials and consultants are authorized to take any other actions necessary to carry 
out the Authority’s obligations under the PDA, and to bring a proposed definitive development contract before 
the Authority.  
 

Approved this 25th day of April 2024, by the Board of Commissioners of the Grand Rapids Economic 

Development Authority. 

 

 _________________________________________ 

 President 

 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 

Secretary 
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