
 

 

GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 

 
5:00 PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

CALL OF ROLL: 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

PUBLIC COMMENT (if anyone wishes to address the Board): 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Consider approval of Library Board Meeting minutes from 1-14-2026. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

FINANCIAL REPORT & CLAIMS (Roll Call Vote Required): 

2. Consider approval of Library Bill List. 

CONSENT AGENDA (Roll Call Vote Required): 

3. Consider adopting a resolution accepting donations. 

REGULAR AGENDA: 

4. Review ALS Automation Costs. 

5. Consider Library Director applying for a Catholic Community Foundation grant. 

6. Review 2026 Materials Budget. 

7. Library Public Services Clerk I 

8. Review article about St. Louis County Schools. 
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UPDATES: 

9. Friends and Foundation. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

10. Review Library reports and statistics. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 11, 2026, AT 5:00 PM. 

 

ATTEST:     Amy Dettmer, Director of Library Services 
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY BOARI)
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, Janua ry 14, 2026

5:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:

2025 Chair Martin called the meeting to order at 5:00PM.

2026 ORGANZATIONAL MEETING - ELECTION OF BOARD PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT,
AND SECRETARY

Richards nominated Martin for President, Dobbs seconder.

Dobbs nominated Richards for Vice-President, King seconder.

Richards nominated Barr for Secretary, Teigland seconder.

Result: Passed.

CALL OF ROLL:

Present: Barr, Casteel, Dobbs, King, Litchke, Martin, Richards, Squadroni, Teigland.

Staff: Amy Dettmer, Director of Library Services

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Dettmer presented a contract for a library program to add to the Consent Agenda.

Motion to: approve the agenda with the additional item.

Mover: Richards

Seconder: Casteel

Result: Approved.
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PUBLIC COMMENT (if anyone wishes to address the Board):

None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

1. Consider a motion to approve library board meeting minutes from the 12-10-2025 meeting

Mover: Dobbs

Seconder: Squadroni

COMMUNICATIONS:

None.

FINANCIAL REPORT & CLAIMS (Roll Call Vote Required):

2. Consider approval of Library Bill List and review financial reports.

Motion to: approve Library Bill List.

Mover: King

Seconder: Dobbs

Result: Approved unanimously by roll call vote.

CONSENT AGENDA (Roll Call Vote Required):

3. Consider approval of a contract for library programs.

4. Consider adopting a resolution accepting donations.

Additional item: contract with Magner for library programs.

Motion to: approve consent agenda.

Mover: Dobbs

Seconder: Teigland

Result: Passed by unanimous roll call vote.

REGULAR AGENDA:

5. Review Aaron Brown article.

Informational- no action taken.
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6. Review Open Meeting Law.

Informational -no action taken.

UPDATES:

Friends

Teigland reported on a November book sale.

Foundation

Barr reported the Foundation will meet on 1-15-26

STAFF REPORTS:

7 - Review library reports and statistics.

Dettmer reported there is an opening for a 2O-hour a week Circulation employee. It closes 1-23-
2026.

Dettmer reported she sent in2 grant applications. One to ALS for study room upgrades and one for
$500.00 in-kind books from Penguin Random-House with an additional $500.00 from the
Friends group.

Dettmer reported there were 90 volunteers that helped the library in2025.

ADJOURNMENT:

Chair Martin adjourned the meeting at 5:25PM

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 11,2026, AT 5:00 PM

ATTEST: Amy Dettmer, Director of Library Services
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Item 2

GRAND NAPIDS PUBTIC LIBRARY BITL LIST -,ANUARY 14,2026

DETAILED REPORT

PUELIC LIBRARY

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BI.ACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BUNES SEPTIC SERVICE INC

DEMCO INC

GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO

GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO

GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBMRY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBMRYSERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

LIBRARY IDEAS LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWESTTAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWESI TAPE LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC

PERSONNET DYNAMICS LLC

PLAYAWAY PRODUCTS LLC

00015369-L

2219954-L
2219959-L

2221592-L
2219457-L

2221088-L

2221418-L

2220A14-L

9987-L

2736304-L

107457-l
107366-L

107575-L

92570s46-L

92695956-L

92582057-t
92582058-L

925820s9-L

92582060-L

92582061 -L

93028190-L

93028191-L

93028192-L

93028193-L

93028194-L

93167545-L

93200925-L

93200926-L

120414-L

508062729-L

508160460-L

508086855-L

508131639-L

508131640-L

508187369-L

55197-L

55231-L

55216-L

s5207-L

55248-L

520120-L

84.99

7.96

94.00

3.98

133.74

94.00

94.00

47.OO

360.00

1,225.84

2,530.00

1,210.00

355.00

165.03

164.1?

18.06

52.O2

10.86

55.09

163.53

452.89

18.29

45.17
'16.85

29.42

89.38

38.61

54.94

1,26.32
46.48

u.u
65.97

26.99

38.99

50.23

510.60

306.36

204.24

306.36

102.12

1,050.60

1
8
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Item 2.

GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL IIST-'ANUARY L4,2026

DETAILED REPORT

SANDSTROM'S INC 569026.1

SCENTC RANGE NEWS FORUM 9057-L

TECH LOGIC CORPORATION INV21OO3879-L

TRU NORTH ELECTRIC LLC 1604-L

UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC 6147287-L

UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC 6149366.1

VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630504165-L

VEST]S GROUP, INC 2630499407.1

VESTISGROUP,INC 2630480128-L

VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630494658-L

252.36

2s.00
459.86

318.43

186.40

267.95

76.23

76.23

76.23

76.23

TOIALALL INVOICES: $ 13,409.79

2
I
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Item 2.

GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILT LIST . 

'ANUARY 
L4,2A26

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BUNES SEPTIC SERVICE INC

DEMCO INC

GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

LIBRARY IDEAS LLC

MIDWESTTAPE LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC

PIAYAWAY PRODUCTS LLC

SANDSTROM'S INC

SCENIC RANGE NEWS FORUM

TECH LOGIC CORPORATION

TRU NORTH ELECTRIC LLC

UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC

VESTISGROUP,INC

CHECKS ISSUED-PRIOR APPROVAL

AT&T

GRAND RAPIDS PAYROLL

GRAND RAPIDS PAYROLL

MARCO

METROPOLITAN

MN ENERGY

MN ENERGY

OPERATI NG ENGINNERS LOCAL #4S)

PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS

PUC I.JTILITIES

VISA

WASTE MANAGEMENT

TOTATUNPAIDTOBEAPPROVEDINTHESUMOF: $ 13,rt{l9.79

25-Dec

uB- 14142025

Llg-1u26t2025

370284133-U DEC25

TS0s3963310001/JAN26

0507783569-0 1 /OCT25- L

0507/8356$01/NOV25-L

26-)an

4026700toEczs-L

25-Nov

25-Nov

25-Nov

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

84.99

474.68

360.00

1,225.U

4,095.00

1,374.26

1,23F-32

263.50

1,429.68

1,050.60

252.36

25.00

459.86

318.4:!

454.35

304.92

54.30

23,078.60

23,117.06

165.65

81.28

347.18

1,113.79

8,860.00

249.U

2,565.01

892.50

145.86

TOTAL PRIOR APPROVAL ALLOWED lN THE SUM OF: $ 60,61 5.97

t
10

TOTATALLDEPARTMENTS: $ 74,025.76
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AR EA LI B RARY
r211612025

Emily Lindner
232i2. Old Stones Throw Road

Grand RaPids, MN 55744

Dear Ms. Lindner:

return this contract to the library

My e-mail is: adettmer@granclrapidsmn.gov. Don,t hesitate to contact me if you have questions

or concerns abor,rt the arrangements for your programs.

Sincerel;,',

Dettmer
Library Director

These arc

Iampleasedthatyourvillbeleadingaseriesofbookclubmeetingsdevelopedforschoolage
children. These programs witl be nent'ilztzo26,21912026'31rcd026'411312026'and51412026'

TheLibrarywillpayyou$l25tbreachprogram.Thisfeewillincludeyourpreptime,aswellas
set-up, programming, and clean-up time'. triaddition, the Library will pay you $50 for program

materials and snacks, for a total payment of sl75 per program. Payments will be made monthly'

after the programs are completcd. If these arrangements are agreeable' please sign below' and

Date

f-or

t4o NE 2ND STREET cRAND RAplDS, MN s5744 | 218-326-7640 | CITYoFGRANDRAPIDSMN.CoM/LIBRARY

S I- GRAND
-\ itRAPIDS
t,------
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GRAND
RAPIDS

AREALIBRARY
Diana Magner
34447 Unget DL

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Sincerety,

Amy Dettmer

Library Director

These terms are accePtabte:

12/16/2025

Dear Ms. Magner:

lampteasedthatyouWittbedevetopinggArtasticprogramstofitmforchitdren.TheseprogramS
wittbereteaSed on 1t28t2o26,2/25t2026, gt25l2026,4129/2026,6t2412026,712912026,812612026'

rcl 2At 2026, and 1 1 I 25 /2026.

TheLibrarywittpayyou$l25loreachprogramThisfeewittinctudeyourpreptime'aswellasset-
up,andfitmingtime.Paymentwittbemadeaftereachprogramisreteased'lfthesearrangements
are agreeabte, ptease sign betow, and return this contract to the library'

Mye-maitis:adettmer@grandrapidsmn'gov'Don'thesitatetocontactmeifyouhavequestionsor
concerns about the arrangements fcr your programs'

-t4 -ZbI

Signature Date

Approve d for the Boarci of irectors:

L
r4o NE 2ND STREET CRAND RAP|DS, MN 55744 | 21A326-7640 | CTTYOFGRANDRAPTDSMN.COM/LIBRARY
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-0I
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS

WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465.03, states that cities may accept gifts of real or personal
property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor prescribes, and

WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body adopted by a two-thirds
majority of its members,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Board of the City of Grand Rapids, Itasca
County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donations and terms of the donors as follows:

Grand Rapids Area Library Foundation - $1,603.50

Anonymous - $43.00 for staff appreciation

Grand Rapids Area Library Friends - $338.32 for book replacements

Gibeau/lVlaunu/Bignall Families - $200.00

Hawkinson - $250.00

Adopted this 14th day of January 2026
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBTIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - FEBRUARY 11, 2026

DETAII.ED REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BURGGRAF'S ACE HARDWARE

CENGAGE LEARNING INC

CENGAGE LEARNING INC

DULUTH NEWS TRIBUNE

GOVCONNECTION INC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LL

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS

PHAROS SYSTEMS INT'L INC

32.00

47.OO

94.00

94.00

184.84

116.24

49.01

380.89

187.13

622.O3

156.55

12.03

42.04

19.03

27.47

25.80

127.75

25.80

25.80

48.99

23.12

20.60

23.16

18.1 1

35.76

1 5.65

17.83

28.79

651 .84

26.92

25.4O

79.71

487.85

109.02

106.46

35.98

24.74

83.92
't02.12

1,726.01

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
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00015372-L

2222277-L

2223800-L

2223789-L

472345-t

999102146208-L

999101866464-L

77870372012026

77246276-L

93930345-L

93766757-L

93766758-L

93990735-L

93898885-L

93898886-L

93693823-L

937L7207-L

94105525-L

94091239-L

93354467-L

93354468-L

93450637-L

93450636-L

93494455-L

93494456-L

93494457-L

93494458-L

93494459-L

93494460-L

93528023-L

93837219-L

94022426-t
93575149-L

tN5041981-L

508371014-L

508344700-L

5082L7520-t

508308635-L

508244196-L

55285-L

t2026713-L
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BITL LIST - FEBRUARY 11, 2026

DETAITED REPORT

PLAYAWAY PRODUCTS LLC 527377-L

SANDSTROM'S INC 572377-I

SANDSTROM'S INC S572799-L

UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC 6746722-L

VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630508995-L

VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630513728.1

331.45

233.14

33.06

221.35

76.23

76.23

TOTAL ALL INVOICES: 6,958.52

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

2
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBTIC TIBRARY BItL LIST -FEBRUARY 11, 2026

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING

BURGGRAF'S ACE HARDWARE

CENGAGE LEARNING INC

DULUTH NEWS IRIBUNE

GOVCONNECTION INC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LL

MIDWEST TAPE LLC

PERSONNEL DYNAMICS

PHAROS SYSTEMS INT'L INC

PLAYAWAY PRODUCTS LLC

SANDSTROM'S INC

UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC

VESTIS GROUP, INC

CHECKS ISSUED.PRIOR APPROVAL

AMAZON

AMAZON

AT&T

DIANA MAGNER

EMILY LINDER

EMILY LINDER

GRAND RAPIDS PAYROLL

GRAND RAPIDS PAYROTL

MARCO

MN ENERGY

MN REVENUE

MN REVENUE

PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS

PUC UTILITIES

VISA

WASTE MANAGEMENT

32.00

235.00

184.44

165.25

380.89

187.13

2,125.81

487.85

360.12

102.12

1,726.01

331 .45

266.24

221.35

152.46

TOTAL UNPAID TO BE APPROVED IN THE SUM OF: 6,958.s2

1 CHR-HCP7-M3GL-L

1 KMJ-G17H-KVHN-L

2026/ )anuary

012a26-t
120825-L

011226-L

LIB - 01/09/26

LtB - 01/23/26

57255688-L

0507783569-01 /DEC25-L

2025lNovember

2025lDecember

4026700/JAN26-L

2025lDecember

2025lDecember
2025lDecember

$ 25.67

$ 1 23.49

$ 5s.24

$ 12s.00

$ 175.00

$ 175.00

$ 22,206.84

$ 20,660.07

$ 165.65

$ 1,s2s.01

$ es.oo

$ 5s.00

$ 248.92

$ 2,802.13

$ (459.50)

$ 145.86

TOTAL PRIOR APPROVAL ALLOWED lN THE SUM OF: $ 48,068.38

1

TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS: $ s5,026.90

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-02 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS  

 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465.03, states that cities may accept gifts of real or personal 

property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor prescribes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body adopted by a two-thirds 

majority of its members, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Board of the City of Grand Rapids, Itasca 

County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donations and terms of the donors as follows: 

      

 

 

 

Grand Rapids Area Library Foundation - $2,593.67 

 

J. Gardner - $1,000 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Adopted this 11th day of February 2026 

 

 

            

     Cyndy Martin, President 

 

 

      

Jennifer Barr, Secretary  
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Billed To:

INVOICE

Arrowhead Library System
5528 Emerald Avenue

Mountain lron, MN 55768
Tel. 218-741-3840
Fax 218-748-2171

GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY
140 NE 2ND ST
GRAND RAPIDS MN 55744-2826

Date: 1-Jan-26

lnvoice #: 10141

coA# au Unit Price

12 Due For JAN-DEC 2026 Automation Costs
lncluding Ongoing Software License for
PAC, Circulation, and Serials

"These Automation Costs will be provided
by the Arrowhead Library System
budget in 2026."

$3,125.00 $37,500.00

($37,500 00)

TOTAL Amount Of lnvoice: $0.00

t- Please Delach And Return This Portion With Payment To ARROWHEAD LIBRARy SrSTEM

lnvoice Date:
lnyoice #:

1-Jan-261
101411

Account: GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY

lnvoice Amount Due: $0 001

Description Total

101-O2-O04-47070

I

I

I
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Your Name:* FirstLast 

Amy Dettmer 

Your Title* 

Director of Library Services 

Your Email:* 

adettmer@grandrapidsmn.gov 

Your Direct Phone Number* 

218-326-7643 

Public Library Name:* 

Grand Rapids Area Library 

City:* 

Grand Rapids, MN 

Please provide a brief description of your library:* 

Grand Rapids Area Library is a public library serving the greater Grand Rapids, MN area – with a 
service population of over 21,000 people. Our library is the busiest library in northeastern 
Minnesota outside of Duluth. Along with circulating over 168,000 items annually, we offer passport 
acceptance, programming for children, teens, and adults, as well as community services and 
technology support. 

For what are you seeking grant funding?* 

We are seeking support to retrofit two drinking fountains into refillable water bottle stations. We 
currently have one refill station near the restrooms, which is very popular. We have two additional 
drinking fountains inside the library – one in our Children’s section and one in the Adult/YA section. 
Switching these two fountains into water bottle refill/drinking fountain stations offers our patrons 
clean, filtered water at more convenient locations, and reduces disposable bottle waste. 

Describe how your library receive tax deductible charitable funds (that is, through a “friends 
of” or through city government, etc.)* 

The Grand Rapids Area Library is a department of the City of Grand Rapids, MN. As such, the City 
can receive grant funds on behalf of the Library. 

Name of the organization that receives charitable funds for the library* 

City of Grand Rapids 

Address:* 

420 N. Pokegama Ave. 
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City:* 

Grand Rapids 

State:* 

MN 

ZIP Code:* 

55744 

EIN of the organization that receives charitable funds for the library (above) format ##-
#######:* 

41-6005201 

What is the TOTAL cost of the expense?* 

Each unit costs $2,162.25 x 2 = $4,324.50. Tax will be: $340.55. No shipping cost. 

Total: $4,665.05  

The Building Maintenance Department for the City can switch out the old fountain with the new 
water bottle stations so there is no cost for labor. 

Grant Amount Requested:* 

$4,665.05 

How will you know your grant has been successful?* 

As the refill stations track the equivalent of the disposable bottle waste, we can see how frequently 
these stations are used. We also will note anecdotal feedback from patrons. In particular, we know 
that in the Children’s library, caregivers who need to mix formula have to leave the space to get 
water from the station near the restrooms. We will seek feedback from those patrons as a measure 
of the accessibility and convenience of the new stations. 
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Materials Budget 

 

2025   2026 

Children   $12,000  $4,000 

Adult Fiction/Nonfiction $14,000  $5,000 

Large Print   $7,500  $3,000 

Young Adult   $5,500  $2,000 

Periodicals   $7,500 (3,900) 0 

Adult A/V   $9,000  $5,000 

Newspapers   $2,000  $2,000 

 

    $57,500  $21,000 
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St. Louis County Schoots reportedl,y pul,ted books from library during Banned BookWeek

The News Tribune investigated St. Louis County Schoots' tibrary poticies fotLowing reports that the

district had putted books from the North Woods Schoot in Cook in october 2025. A tibrary assistant

received a termination notice two days after the Banned Books Week disptay was taken down.

st. Louis county schoot District's North woods Schoot in cook, Minn.

News Reporting

cooK - Every fau., tibraries across the u.s. take part in a weektong advocacy campaign known as

Banned Book Week. Aimed at raising awareness about censorship and chattenged books,

participating tibraries might host book readings, organize tal,ks with intetl'ectuat freedom advocates,

or create disptays of chattenged and banned books.

It,S an event that Quinn Krebsbach, a tibrary aSsistant who was eventuatty terminated from North

Woods Schoot in Cook, had taken part in before in various tibraries during his career, by putting up

banned-book dispLays without concern'

First Day Hike near Superior at Pattison State Park

Read More

So, when the whiteboard disptay and advertisements Krebsbach put up in the schoot tibrary Oct. 5

for Banned Books Week became the subject of muttipte comptaints, the backtash was unexpected.

,,1 have done reatty simitar disptays about banned books in the past, and it's atways been something

that was wett received," he said. "lt's a time of year when [ibraries across the country celebrate

freedom from censorship and freedom to read by doing education about book banning. ... I was

reatty surprised that there was this kind of reaction."

x)li

mn-=?
::
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/-*.".n

The disptay created by former North Woods School. tibrary assistant Quinn Krebsbach for Banned

Book Week in October. This image was obtained by the Dul,uth News Tribune through a data request

to the St. Louis County schoot district.

Contributed / St. Louis County Schoots

ln the wake of those comptaints, Krebsbach said, the district's tack of poLicy around tibrary

material,s and content comptaints teft him with tittte guidance on how to move forward.

,,Under Minnesota [aw, there is supposed to be a poticy," Krebsbach said. "lt woutd have been

useful in a situation like this."

Since 2024, pubtic [ibraries, inctuding those in pubtic schoots, are required under

Minnesota,s Access to Library Materiats and Rights Protected law to adopt poticies that estabtish

procedures for setecting books, maintaining tibrary material,s and handting content chattenges and

reconsideration of materiats.

Despite the taw taking effect in August 2024, St. Louis County Schoots is one of severaI school

districts in the region stitt operating without the required poticy.

,.we want districts to have these poticies, because it reatty does make things better for them in the

tong run,,,said Ann Kaste, with the Minnesota Library Association's lntettectuaI Freedom

committee. ,.what the taw says is that every district must have a poticy and procedure around

cottection, devetopment and chatl.enges, but then there is no consequence if districts don't have it."

,,That reatty gets into the issue, though, where you have school librarians, media speciatists ... put in

a bad situation, in a district where they weren't backed by poticies and procedures'"

The book disptay

Hotding a master's degree in tibrary and information science, Krebsbach,2T,was hired as a tibrary

assistant for St. Louis County Schoots at the start of September, just as the schooI year was

beginning.

One of the targest in the region, the district is made up of five schools, inctuding North Woods

Schoot. Both the etementary and secondary schoots are housed in the same buitding in Cook and

share resources, inctuding the schoot tibrary, where Krebsbach's book disptay was set up.
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The disptay consisted of a whiteboard tisting the American Library Association's top 10 most

chattenged books of 2024, and the question, "How many have you read?"

,,At[ Boys Aren't Btue" by George M. Johnson was the No. 1 banned book in the US in2025.

Emma McNamee / Dututh Media GrouP

lnctuded in the disptay List were "Att Boys Aren't Btue" by George M. Johnson and "Gender Queer: A

Memoir,,by Maia Kobabe. Both books received awards from the American Library Association and

were purchased to hetp fiu. the gap in LGBTQ+ content in the North woods schoot tibrary cottection,

Krebsbach said.

,.Librarians are trained not to make choices based on our own personal biases, but to try to just

represent the wide range of what peopte in the community might use or might tike," Krebsbach

added. ,.lt,s reatty disappointing to see choices made based on peopte's individuat biases about

what shoutd be there, what shoutdn't be there, and disappointing to see educationaI materiats

taken out of the tibrary cottection."

,,Att Boys Aren't Blue" is a young adutt memoir consisting of a series of persona[ essays by Johnson'

a journatist and LGBTQ+ activist. A New York Times Best Setter, the book detves into themes of race,

gender and sexuatity, and is recommended for ages 14 and up. Kobabe's ittustrated

memoir, ,,Gender Queer," an autobiographical. comic exptoring gender identity and asexuatity' is

recommended for otder teens and adutts.

During 2}24,the two books were the most chal,tenged in the united states, over claims of sexuatty

expticit content and LGBTQ+ themes.

,,1 was absotutety horrified that this was in a tibrary," wrote one parent in a comptaint to North

Woods School. staff obtained by the News Tribune. "l hope they witt be removed immediatety. ... I

am shocked that the tibrarian thinks this is appropriate."
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,,Gender Queer: A Memoir" by Maia Kobabe is a an autobiographicat comic exptoring gender

identity and asexuatity that is one of the most banned books in 2024.

Emma McNamee / Dututh Media GrouP

The district and schoot received muttipte comptaints over the disptay, with parents voicing

concerns over tittes that were not "age-appropriate" being disptayed in the K-12 Library.

Additionatty, comptaints were made over the content of lessons that Krebsbach had ptanned for

Banned Book Week. Using chitdren's books that had faced content chattenges, second- and fourth-

grade ctasses engaged in discussions about censorship, banned books and what to do if tibrary

material,s made a student feeI uncomfortabte.

,,My chitdren witt not be a part of any of this," read another parent comptaint. "This is very

disturbing, and I am not sure why this is atLowed? I woutd hope that he witt have to take this down

immediatety and NoT say anything to our chitdren about these types of books. They are banned for

a reason!"

Books, disptay taken down

Krebsbach was asked to take down the disptay after meeting with North Woods Principat Ketty

Engman and Assistant Principat John Jirik.

The whiteboard, Krebsbach said, was taken down. Copies of "At[ Boys Aren't Btue" and "Gender

Queer" remained on the new book disptay until those were taken down as wet[.

"l was asked not to disptay anything that was controversiat," Krebsbach said, "And I had asked for

more feedback on that, and at that time, (Jirik) said that those two tittes had particutarty been catted

out by parents as controversiat or probtematic. He had taken them off the shetf, off of the disptay,

and out of the tibrary ... and I had reason to betieve they were not going to be returned to the library."

Two days tater, Krebsbach received another request. ln an Oct. 9,2025, email' obtained by the

Dututh News Tribune, Jirik requested that Krebsbach remove att new books from the tibrary and that

they be brought to his room. According to order forms obtained by the News Tribune, Krebsbach

ordered more than 80 new books for the North Woods tibrary cottection, amounting to more than

$s00 wortn of tibrary materiats.
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Krebsbach stated that he putted att new materials from the shetf that same day and detivered them

to Jirik's room. Hours tater, after the school day had ended, Krebsbach was notif ied via voicemail
and tater emait that his emptoyment with st. Louis county schoots had been terminated.

That same day, an atert was sent out to parents and staff members stating that the schoot had

investigated reports of "inappropriate" tibrary materials and "taken action to ensure that our tibrary

is a safe ptace."

"They weren't ever super explicit on what they intended to do with the books," Krebsbach said'
"They had previousty said that they weren't going to ban any books, but then they putted 'Gender

Queer' and 'Att Boys Aren't Btue.'So it was a tittte bit ot an unctear situation about what was actuatty
going on and what they reatty were going to do with the books."

District Superintendent Reggie Engebritson dectined to comment on whether attthe books were

returned to the tibrary, or if any books were ptaced on restricted access. The district atso dectined

to comment on any review process or the lack of policies in ptace regarding tibrary materiats and

chattenged content.

Two challenges filed

The American Library Association defines chaltenges to tibrary materiats as attempts to remove or

restrict materiats based on the obiections of a person or group. Under the Access to Library

Materiats and Rights Protected [aw, schoot districts are also required to submit a compteted

chattenge report to the Minnesota Department of Education detaiting the reasoning and resutts of

the chattenge. Those reports are Later cottected by MLA and the ALA and added to the nationat tist

of cha[[enged books.

During 2025, MLA received reports of approximatety 25 book chattenges.

Two chattenge reports invotving St. Louis County Schools were submitted to MDE, regarding the

books "Att Boys Aren't Btue" and "Gender Queer." Krebsbach submitted both comptaints fottowing

the end of his emptoyment at North Woods Schoot. As of December, the reports were stitt under

review.

"Taking books away from students means taking away their chance to learn. lt means prioritizing

one person's idea of what shoutd be vatued in the tibrary cottection over everybody else's views,"

Krebsbach said. "l'm just rea tty disappointed in the way that th is situation has been handted, and I

hope that att the books that were putted off the shetf are returned to students promptty, because
the students are in school to tearn, and they deserve atl the tearning resources that we can give

them."
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Monthly Report Overview for Jan 2026

Locations on this report: Grand Rapids Area Library

Jan 2026 Dec 2025 Zchq Jan 2025 Zchq 2026 YTD 2025 YTD Zchg

Checkout

Description

1st Time
Phone Renewal
Renewal-
Opac Renewal
Offfine 1st Time
Offline Renewal
Dayend Auto Renew

715 0
150
103
513

0

0

0

7 166
]-79
11,4
781

0

0

0

-1
-1-7
-10 zu6

506
0

0
0

-28
0

-50
1

0

0

0

-35
0

0

0

9886
149
206
s06

0
0

0

715 0
150
103
513

0
0

0

988 6
]-49

-28
0

-50
1

0

0

0

Total 1 916 8240 -4 1014'7 -27 1916 707 41 -2'7

Checkout Stock Rotation

Description Jan 2026 Dec 2025 e"chg Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YTD 2025 YTD e.chq

1st Time
Phone Renewal
Renewal
Opac Renewal
Offl-ine 1st Time
Offline Renewal-
Dayend Auto Renew

Totaf

Checkin

Description

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0
0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
U

0
0

0
0

0 00 00 0 00

Jan 2026 Dec 2025 %chg Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YTD 2025 YTD Zchq

Normal-
Late
Offl-ine Normal
Offl-ine Late

Total-

Requests Placed

Description

5807
1B 18

0

0

11.98
1856

0

0

-zI
tr

0
0

58 07
18 18

0
0

7 903
7902

0
0

_ai 7 903
]-902

0

0

-3
0

0

^-
_E

U

tl

7 625 9054 -L6 9805 -23 1 625 9805 -23

Jan 2026 Dec 2025 e"chg Jan 2025 Zchq 2026 Y'ID 2025 YTD Zchq

Pl-aced 7644 1465 72 2207 -26 7644 2201 -26

Total 1,64 4 1,465 72 2201 -26 1644 ZZU). _ZO
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Requests Resolved

Description Jan 2026 Dec 2025 Zchg Jan 2025 Zchq 2026 YAD 2025 Y'lD Zchg

Cancelfed
Filled
Expi-red

19
2363

7

r92
2394

6

154
3r12

6

19
2363

'7

754
311 2

6

-59
a

I6

-49
-26

76

-49
-26

16

Total

Holds Reso]ved

Description

2449 2592 -6 3332 -21 2449 3332 -27

Jan 2026 Dec 2025 Zchq Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YID 2025 YTD Zchq

Picked Up
CanceIIed
Expired

747 6
6

157

1310
5

111

271 6

3

t23

1416
6

751

271 6

3

123

\2
20
4L

-33
100

21

-33
100

21

TotaI 163 9 7426 14 2302 -29 7639 2302 -29

Overdues

Description Jan 2026 Dec 2025 e.chq Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YID 2025 YTD Zchg

1st Notice
2nd Notlce
3rd Notice
4th Notice
5th Notice
Finaf Notice
Notice # 7

Notice # 8

Notice # 0

TotaI

s68
9

4

1

1

0

0

0

231

582
2

0
0

0

0

0

0

185

587
E
J

1

0

0

0

0

0

185

0

150
100

0

0
0

0

0

0

3
AT

-aJ

-75
-100
-100

3

-45
-15

-100

587
trJ

1
U

0
0

0

0

185

568
9

4

1

1
n

0

0

231

-100
n

0

0

-67
-90

0

0

34
1

0

0

-35
-75

0

0

52
4

0

0

34
1

0

0

0

0

0

-22

178 169 1 820 -6 118 820 -6

Borrower Defta

Descript.i-on Jan 2026 Dec 2025 Zchg Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YID 2025 YTD Zchg

New (Manual )

Defeted (Manual)
New (BaLch)
Deleted (Batch)

81
10

0

0

-61
-90

0

0

81
10

0

0

Totaf 35 56 -38 97 -64 35 97 -64

Bib Del-ta

Descrlption Jan 2026 Dec 2025 %chg Jan 2025 %chg 2026 YTD 2025 YID e.chg

New (Manuaf )

Deleted (Manual)
New (Batch)
Deleted (Batch)

-45
-82
324

0

93
158
140

0

174
L41

94
0

-79
1

4B
0

168
859

0

93
158
140

0

168
859

??

0

AI

-82
324

0
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Total

Auth Delta

Description

391 355 10 1060 -64 391 1060 -64

Jan 2026 Dec 2025 Zchg Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YTD 2025 YTD e"chg

New (Manuaf )

Del-eted (Manual- )

New (Batch)
Deleted (Batch)

Total

Item Defta

Description

0

0

0

0

0

100
0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

2

0

0

0

100
0

0

00
0 100
00
00

0 100 0 100 2 0 100

Jan 2026 Dec 2025 Zchg Jan 2025 Zchg 2026 YAD 2025 Y'ID e"chq

2

New (Manual- )

Del-eted (ManuaI )

New (Batch)
Defeted (Batch)

Llnes Ordered
Items Ordered
Lines Received
Items Rcvd by Ven
CIaims

215
671

0

0

301
410

0

0

-43
-56

0

0

482
138 0

0

0

-43
-56

0

0

-9
50

0

0

482
1380

0

0

27
67

5

1

0

0

Total 892 171 25 1862 -53 892 7862 -s3

Acquisitions Activities

Description Jan 2026 Dec 2025 %chg Jan 2025 %dng 2026 YID 2025 YTD ?chg

0

0

178
]-96

0

0

0

139
140

0

0

0
Z6
40

0

0

0
196
199

0

0
0

-10
-2

0

0
0

196
799

0

0

0

t't8
]-96

0

U

0

-10
_Z

0

Totaf 3'7 4 279 34 395 -6 314 395 -6
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Grand Rapids Area LibrarY

Reference Statistics

January 2o.26

Door Gount

Reference Questions

Gomputer Help Over 5 Minutes

Tests Proctored

Public Gomputer Use: Sessions

Public Gomputer Use: Hours

Special Gomputer Sessions

Passports Accepted

January

3,326

148

127

71

YTD 2026

3,326

144

127

71

9

o

9

o

9898

6464

28

Item 10.



January 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday WednesdaY ThursdaY Friday Saturday

2I new Year's Day
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2026 Calendar Template for Word @ 20"18 Vertex42 LLC https ://www.ve rtex42. com/calendarsAilord-calendar-temDlate. htm I
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January 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday ThursdaY Friday Saturday

2I t',tew Year's Day
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2026 Calendar Template for Word @ 2018 Vertex42 LLC https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/word-calendar-tem0late. html
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Chitdren's in January

And so it begins. Our new tibrary schedute has been hitting our patrons, hard.
We have been fietding much concern from the publ.ic, and our days are

significantty busier than "normat?" lt's been a month of adjusting, for
everyone. Some hightights:

1. Page Turners Book Ctub met
2. Tracy did two programs for KAXE this month, one standard review ptus a

Newbery (and other awards announced by the American Library
Association on Monday, Jan. 26) blurb, and a second, post-Newbery
announcement program discussing the outcomes.

3. Tracy and Amy were guests at the Library Foundation meeting, where we
discussed what programming we coutd continue throughout the year.

We witt continue Book C[ubs, BookTime, and Artastic, and possibty,

return Lego Ctub this summer. We witt NOT be hosting Summer
Celebration this year, as most avaitabte additional funds need to be put

toward our book budget.
4. Ms. Diana fitmed another Artastic segment, focusing on winter

trees...they are wonderfut! Kits are being distributed this week.

Happy Reading!
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GRAL Children's Library Monthly Statistics
January 2026

Artastic

Programs: 1

Facebook plays: 261

YouTube views: 25

Total views: 285

Kits handed out: 150

U06
U12
|13
U20
y27

Book Time
Page Turners
Book Time
Book Time
Book Time

4t
4

32
24
43

Total Programs:
Book Times : 4
Library Programs: 1

5 People: 144
People: 140

People: 4

Reference Questions 2O26: 29 1,

Reference Questions 20252 4L9
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY:2026 Volunteer Report

Regulor
Volunleers

Ubrory Boord
Librory
Friends

Librory
Foundolion

Monlh

# Vol Hours f Vol Hours f, Vol Hours t Vol Hours t Vol Hours f Vol Hours

Jonuory
februory
Morch
Aptil
Moy
June
July
August
September
Oclober
November
December

40 150.75 4 43.75 9 29.00 r0 60.00 r0 i 4.@
0
0
0
0
0
0
o
o
o
0
o

44 204.50

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00

Iolql 160.75 43.75 2r.oo 60.oo t4.oo a 204.50

Totol
RSVP

Voluniocrs
Iotol
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