
 

 

 

 

ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 

MEETING AGENDA 

 

Tuesday, July 05, 2022  

3:45 PM  

CALL TO ORDER: 

ROLL CALL: 

PUBLIC INPUT: (if anyone wishes to address the Commission) 

SETTING THE AGENDA: 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

APPROVE MINUTES: 

1. Approve May 3, 2022 Minutes 

FINANCIALS: 

2. The Arts & Culture Commission's Financial Balance to date is $6,806.00.   

BUSINESS: 

3. Mayor's Art Award 

4. Juneteenth 

5. Art Plan and Goal Setting 

6. KAXE Art Project 

7. Duane Goodwin 

UPDATES: 

8. Artist in Residence 

9. Public Art Design Workshop - Stormwater Art Design Class 

10. Art Liaison 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
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SET AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING: 

ADJOURN: 
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ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Tuesday, May 03, 2022  
3:45 PM  

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 3:48pm. 

ROLL CALL: 

PRESENT: 

Commissioner Anne-Marie Erickson 

Commissioner Jennifer Gorman 

Commissioner Myrna Peterson 

Commissioner Ed Zabinski 

City Administrator, Tom Pagel 

ABSENT: 

Commissioner Gail Otteson 

Commission Chair Kari Hedlund 

Commissioner Tom Sippola 
 

 
 

PUBLIC INPUT: (if anyone wishes to address the Commission) 

None 

SETTING THE AGENDA: 

Motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to accept the Agenda as written, second by 
Commissioner Gorman.  All in favor, motion passed. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 

None 

APPROVE MINUTES: 

Motion was made by Commissioner Peterson and second by Commissioner Gorman to accept the 
April 5th Minutes as written.  All in favor, motion passed. 

1. April 5th, 2022 Minutes 

Motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to accept the April 5th, 2022 Minutes, 
second by Commissioner Gorman.  All in favor, motion passed. 

FINANCIALS: 

Reviewed that there was no change to financials. 

2. There was no change to the Arts & Culture Commission's Financials from March, the balance 
is the same, $7,056.00. 

There was no vote on the financials as it had not changed since the April 5th, 2022 Meeting. 

BUSINESS: 

3. Juneteenth Request for Funding - Seraphia Gravelle, Kootasca Community Action Team 

Seraphia Gravelle, Community Equity and Anti-Racism Organizer at Kootasca Community 
Action, met with the Commission to request funding for the Juneteenth Celebration on June 
19th, 2022.  They have raised $1,150.00 and are asking the Commission to fund  $850.00.  The 
Commission agreed to fund their event and will also encourage the Human Rights Commission 
to split the $850.00 with them.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Peterson and second by Commissioner Erickson to 
make a donation of $425.00 to the Juneteenth Celebration on June 19th, 2022, to the event 
sponsor, Kootasca Community Action and encourage the Human Rights Commission to 
match this contribution.  All in favor, motion passed. 

4. Commission Size - Recruitment 

The Commission can retain up to nine Commissioners, so there is room for two new 
Commissioners.  All new applicants need to submit an application, encourage them to email or 
drop off their applications.  A copy of the application is also on the city's 
website.  Commissioner Erickson's neighbor is Aaron, the canoe sculptor, he would be a good 
candidate as well as Seraphia.  She has not submitted her application, but is interested.  Also, 
there is no requirement to be a Commissioner, no need to be a city resident, it is okay to live 
outside the city limits.   

5. Art Plan & Goal Setting 
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Discussion regarding the Neighborhood Public Art Projects.  Commissioner Erickson has not 
heard back from Lea Friesen whether she is interested or not to represent the SE. There would 
be one City Councilor per City Quadrant.  Commissioner Gorman left two messages with 
Councilor Blake, but has not heard from him.  She will try emailing him again and tag-team 
with Commissioner Zabinsky to get a hold of him and Councilor Toven.   
 

The Neighborhood Meetings should be near the possible gathering spots that are listed in the 
attachment that Commissioner Erickson handed out and if the weather does not cooperate, there 
should be a Plan B.  The Commissioners need to nail a date for the meetings and find ways to 
invite the neighbors and also use social media to promote what the Commission is trying to 
do.  Commissioner Gorman said that she would talk to the paper regarding an article.   

The pairings are as follows; Commissioner Erickson to talk to Councilor Blake, Commissioner 
Gorman to talk to Mayor Christy, Commissioner Otteson to talk to Cfoucnilor Toven and 
Commissioner Zabinsky to talk to Councilor Connelly. 

6. KAXE Art Project 

The KAXE Art Project is moving right along and will be in place prior to Riverfest, 
with  assistance from the Library.  City Administrator Tom Pagel gave a brief synopsis of 
Riverfest and it's still being updated. 

UPDATES: 

7. Artist in Residence - David Dobbs 

The Artist in Residence should be new tenants in June, but if there are no applicants, they will 
stay. 

8. Mayor's Art Award 

Discussion of the Mayor's Arts Award.  The Commission decided to put out another Facebook 
post and Emily was mentioned to do an article on the history of the award.  The Award will be 
decided at the June meeting. 

9. Duane Goodwin 

The Duane Goodwin site will be blessed by Paul Day, Elder and Tribal Judge, on Wednesday 
May 4th at noon.   

10. Public Art Design Workshop - Stormwater Art Design Class Follow-Up 

The Public Art Design Workshop was full, looking forward to an update from Lea Friesen. 

11. Art Liaison 

The Arts Liaison will potentially be a shared employee with the MacRostie Art Center.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
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SET AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING: 

1.  Approve Minutes 

2.  Approve Financials 

BUSINESS 

3.  Mayor's Art Award 

4.  Juneteenth 

5.  Art Plan and Goal Setting 

UPDATES 

6.  Artist in Residence 

7.  KAXE Art Project 

8.  Duane Goodwin 

9.  Public Art Design Workshop - Stormwater Art Design Class 

10.  Art Liaison 

ADJOURN: 

Adjourn 

Respectfully submitted by  

Cynthia Lyman 
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Actual Actual
5/31/2022 12/31/2021

Arts & Culture Budgeted Expenditures 7,500$ 7,500$

Supplies - 149
Seminar/Meetings/School - -
Mayor's Art Award 444 867
Vessel Concept Bike Rack - 7,486
Storm Drain Design Class - 1,200
Art Mapping Project - -
Public Art Nameplates - 3,789
Statue Blessing Ceremony Blanket 250
Operating Transfer to Capital Proj 418 - -

Balance Available 6,806 (5,992)

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS
ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDING MAY 31, 2022

With Comparative Totals for the Period Ending December 31, 2021
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Criteria Mary Jo Jess Ken Clafton
Stained Glass 

w/Class Lea Friesen Kathy Dodge

Supports and promotes Local Arts Organizations, etc. (Up to 
5 pts.) 0 0 0 0 0
Community Advocacy/Outreach (Up to 5 pts.) 0 0 0 0 0
Would elevate awarness of nominee (Up to 5 pts.) 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 0

Previous Winners
Grand Rapids State Bank
Mike & Mary Ives
Brewed Awakenings
KAXE
Miltich/Marshall
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I recommend local artist Lea Friesen for the 2022 Mayor's art award. Her community programming in arts 
education through IASC Community Education, Macrostie Art Center and Elder's Circle stretches from 
elders to children and all ages. My niece recently enjoyed Lea's childrens' MAC program series: Mural 
Street Community Paint Project, Childrens' Chakra and Meditative Painting class, and pet portrait 
painting. I am guest lecturing at her May 15th Creative Wellness day retreat. Friesen is partnering with 
Ernest C. Oberholtzer Foundation, MacRostie Art Center, and Colleena Bibeau for the July 2022 Mallard 
Island program week (see attachment).  My most recent art investment, Prepare (2020) by artist Lea 
Friesen. (See IMG.2957) I serve on the MAC Board of Directors through 2024.  
Statement of work:  
C R EA TE ME A NI NG.  
I am a firm believer in the value of making art for art’s sake as it can be natural to question the 
value of creative pastimes.  However, it is essential that if one’s creative outlet is not valued 
by others or society in general, we must figure out a way to create our own meaning.  

Anishinaabeg + Indigenous Wellness | Creative Art Pathways 

Sunday, July 17 - Saturday July 23, 2022 
Co-Hosts: Biishigishkiibikaakweyaa, Cindy Bibeau, Lea 
Friesen 
 
Miigwech, 

Colleena Biishigishkiibikaakweyaa 
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May 31, 2022 

Dear members of the Grand Rapids Arts and Culture Commission,  
 
To honor of the memory of one of our community supporter of arts and 
culture development, I am writing to nominate Kathy Dodge for the 2022 
Mayor  
 
Kathy was an inaugural member of the City of Grand Rapids Arts and Culture 
Commission, where she was one of the first  if not the first  Chairs.  As such, 
she led with City personnel, the City Council, and Commissioners to establish a 
ten-year Arts and Culture Roadmap, an arts adoption plan, and a public art 
placement plan, which is currently being executed.  She was also the 
Commission  new artist residency space on the 3rd Floor of 
Central School.  She was never afraid to try new ideas and inspired a group of 
local volunteers to maintain a creative pop up park in the old Kremer s parking 
lot for a few years. 
 
As a founding member of Grand Rapids Arts, Kathy was instrumental in starting  
with MacRostie Art Center and other local arts organizations  what are First 
Friday Art Walks in Grand Rapids. 
 
After Kathy retired from teaching, she was Executive Director of the Itasca 
Orchestra and Strings Program for six years.  In addition to her devotion to the 
many talented students, a highlight was her effort to bring the Minnesota 
Orchestra to Grand Rapids for their first "Common Chords" residency in 2011. 
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Sonja Merrild - 717 NE 3rd Ave - Grand Rapids - MN 55744 - sonjamerrild@gmail.com 

 
Although this award is distinctly connected with the City of Grand Rapids, Kathy
statewide work to advocate for the arts benefited Grand Rapids directly.  She 
served on the Minnesota Citizens for the Arts Board, including as Chair, during 
which time Grand Rapids  as one of the first rural areas  completed its first 
economic impact study of the arts. 
 
She also volunteered countless hours to review proposals on behalf of the 
Minnesota State Arts Board and the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, which 
helped her build and share knowledge that led other local arts organizations to 
securing funding for the arts from outside Itasca County.   
 
These efforts earned her recognition in 2016, as she was awarded the Maddie 
Simons Award for Arts Advocacy from the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council. 
 
Finally, and perhaps most visibly, if you knew Kathy, or Dodger as most knew 
her, she always showed up and she always contributed.  She attended every 
orchestra concert she could, every First Friday event she could, personally 
visiting and thanking stores and businesses who participated.  She attended 
every art event she could and was deeply supportive of the many folks in the 
area who make a living being an artist.  She and her husband, Steve Downing, 
purchased numerous pieces of art over the years from local artists, which makes 
their home a beautiful, welcoming place to visit.   
 
Dodger embodied to her fingertips what it is to be an arts advocate.  She 
understood instinctively the heart of an artist and made a life of supporting them 
for the benefit of us all. 
 
I am honored to nominate Kathy Dodge for the 2022 Mayor
memory.  She passed away earlier this spring; our arts community will miss her 
for a long time. 
 
 
 
 
Sonja Merrild 
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1

Cynthia Lyman

From: David <David@macrostieartcenter.org>
Sent: Wednesday, June 8, 2022 2:37 PM
To: Cynthia Lyman; Tom Pagel
Subject: Central School Residency Update
Attachments: Central School Residency 2022.pdf

Attached is the information about the next residents in the Central School residency program. Let me know if 
you have any questions.  
 
David Dobbs | Education Director 

Pronouns: He, him, his  
MacRostie Art Center 
P: 218.326.2697 | E: david@macrostieartcenter.org 
www.macrostieartcenter.org 
 

Office hours: M-F, 10 am - 5 pm 
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