
 

 

GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, April 08, 2026 

 
5:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof, a Regular meeting of the Grand Rapids 

Area Library Board will be held on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at 5:00 PM at Grand Rapids Area 

Library, Meeting Room, 140 NE 2nd Street, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 

CALL OF ROLL: 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

PUBLIC COMMENT (if anyone wishes to address the Board): 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Consider a motion to approve Library Board Meeting minutes from 3-11-2026. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

2. Thank you to Catholic Community Foundation. 

FINANCIAL REPORT & CLAIMS (Roll Call Vote Required): 

3. Review financial reports and consider a motion to authorize payment of the Library Bill List. 

CONSENT AGENDA (Roll Call Vote Required): 

4. Consider adopting a resolution accepting donations. 

REGULAR AGENDA: 

5. Bemidji Public Library article. 

6. City Government Academy Presentations. 

UPDATES: 

Friends 

Foundation 

STAFF REPORTS: 

7. Review Library report and statistics. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR MAY 13, 2026, AT 5:00 PM. 

 

ATTEST:     Amy Dettmer, Director of Library Services 
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-\ GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY BOARI)
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 11, 2026

5:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof, a Regular meeting of the Grand Rapids Area

Library Board will be held on Wednesday, March ll,2026 at 5:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers,420 N

Pokegama Avenue, Grand Rapids, Minnesota

CALL OF ROLL:

PRESENT:
Member Cyndy Martin
Member Ellen Teigland
Member Sheena Richards
Member Aaron Squadroni
Member Janelle Dobbs
Member Jennifer Barr
Member Beau Casteel

ABSENT:
Member Tabbatha Litchke
Member Amanda King

STAFF: Amy Dettmer, Library Director

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion made by Member Dobbs, Seconded by Member Casteel

PUBLIC COMMENT (if anyone wishes to address the Board):

None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

1. Consider a motion to approve 2-ll-2026 Library Board Meeting Minutes
Motion made by Member Richards, Seconded by Member Dobbs.

COMMUNICATIONS:

:
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2. Note of thanks from patron.
Library Director reported on a note of thanks from a patron

FINANCIAL REPORT & CLAIMS (Roll Call Vote Required):

3. Consider a motion to authorize payment of the Library Bill List.
Motion made by Member Richards, Seconded by Member Barr.

Voting Yea: Member Martin, Member Teigland, Member Squadroni, Member Dobbs, Member Casteel

CONSENT AGENDA (Roll Call Vote Required):

4. Consider a resolution accepting donations.
Motion made by Member Dobbs, Seconded by Member Teigland.

Voting Yea: Member Martin, Member Richards, Member Squadroni, Member Barr, Member Casteel

REGULAR AGENDA:

5. Consider submittal of Minnesota Public Library Annual Report and authorizethe Board Chair and

Library Director to sign the Approval Form.

Library Director Dettmer discussed the Annual Report. Asked for a motion to submit the Annual

Report and authorize signatures. Motion by Member Richards, seconded by Member Casteel.

6. Review 2026 Arrowhead Library System budget.

Informational-no action taken.

7. Catholic Community Foundation Grant.

Library Director Dettmer updated the Board about the grant. The Library received a grant in the

amount of $2,500 to retrofit water fountains with water bottle filler/fountain machines.

8. Consider authorizing Library Director to purchase EnvisionWare print and reservation service.

Library Director asked for authorization to move forward and purchase a computer print and

reservation system for the public. Motion made by Member Dobbs, seconded by Member Teigland.

9. Review Herald-Review article.

Informational-no action taken.

10. Review City 2026 Legislative Priorities.

Informational-no action taken.

UPDATES:

I 1. Friends and Foundation.

Member Teigland reported the Friends will be having a book sale on Monday, March 23 from
10:30AM-5:30PM in the Library Program Room. Member Barr reported the Foundation will meet in
April.
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STAFF REPORTS:

12. Review February Library stats and reports.

Library Director reported a new staff person started March 4th and another celebrated 34 years of
working at the Library. 281 people participated in Winter Reading. Displays in the Library include

March Into Adventure in Children's, March Meowdness on the main display table, and Authors We

Love in YA.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:30PM.

Respectfully submitted:

Amy Dettmer, Library Director
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GRANO RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST . IARCH 11' 2026

DETALEO REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
BOUNDARY WATERS JOURNAL
CENGAGE LEARNING INC
COLE HARDWARE INC
COLE HARDWARE INC
DEMCO INC
GRAND RAPIDS HERALD REVIEW
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBFARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAI4 LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAT'{ LIBRARY SERV,CES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
lNGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAi4 LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAU LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAiI LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS

222694*L
2225523-L
2225215-t
2oire,/Renewall
9991 02334506-L
16893$L
168623-L
775945+L
231656-L
94250009-L
94250012-L
94250011-L
9425000E-L
94250@7-L
s4303907-L
9430390t1
942a*27-L
9,r28gg2S.L
94303906-L
94A17775-L
94,10514G1
s4435701-L
9,1435702-L

94,135700-L
94a3570$L
94435704-L
944356S9-L
94538821'L
94538822-L
94574350-L
94601649-L
94632474-L

7422-L
94673824-L
94673827-L
s4673826-L
94673821-L
94673825-L
s4{i73823-L
9,{76388G1
s4781589L
9478't 58+L
9478158$L
94781582-L

8r17n-L
94828838-L
94817776-L
94817774-L
942500m-L
94250010-L
c421761S-L
941E3194-L
9.1130585-L
9413058&L
s4130587-L
9413058&L
94130589-L
9440513+L
1N5064405-L
rN506583S-L

94.00
73.24

141.O0
30.00

146.95
1,62

13.39
118.40
316.00

50.73
21.81
20.22
18.06
t6.97

2r.97
20,63
16.59
15.73
20.94
37.58
31.43
22.87
2L.06
20.98
19.10
2t.63
20.41
25.23
59.40
26.92
73.89
34.93
21.05
20.98
17.74
11.35
9.54

25.77
37 .77
18.82
18.57
18.39

597.13
157 .36

33.89
1b.u>
51.39

257 .36
40.92
25,80
19.66
t 9.99
27.42
47 .23

503,06
21.66

42L.04
6.74

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - I'ARCH 11' 2026

DETAILED REPORT

LIBRARY IDEAS LLC
MIDWEST TAPE LLC
MIDWEST TAPE LLC
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC

SANDSTROM'S INC
SANDSTROM'S INC
UNIOUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC

VESTIS GROUP, INC
VESTIS GROUP, INC

123321-L
50850221G.1
508468977-L
5533SL
55360-L
5537-L
55320-L
576r78-L
F576@L
6150516-L
263051 8659-L
263052341 9-L

253.24
26.24
71.97

204.24
319.13
331.89
306.35
t41.20
52.03

163,10
89.89
89.89

$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$

TOTAL AIL Ii{VOICES: $ 6,132.26
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GRAI{D RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LBT. iTARCH 11, 2026

DEPARTMENT SUUICARY REPORT

BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
BOUNOARY WATERS JOURNAL
CENGAGE LEARNING INC
COLE HAROWARE INC
oEMCO tNC
GRAND RAPIDS HERALO REVIEW
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS
LIBRARY IDEAS LLC
MIOWESI IAPE LLC
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS LLC
SANDSTROM'S INC
UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC

VESTIS GROUP, INC

PUBLIC LIBRARY

CHECK ISSUED PRIOR APPROVAL

$
$
$
$
5
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

308.24
30.00

146.95
15.01

118.40
316.00

2,720.70
427.78
253.24

98.21
1,161.62

L93.23
163.10
t79.74

TOTAL UNPAID TO BE APPROVED lN THE Sulil OF: I 6.112,26

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES
AT&T
DIANA MAGNER
EMILY LINDNER
GRANO RAPIDS PAYROLL
GRANO RAPIDS PAYROLL
LEAGUE OF MN CITIES INS TRUST
MARCO TECHNOLOGIES
MINNESOTA EN€RGY
MN REVENUE
PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS
PUC UTI]LITIES
WASTE MANAGEMENT

1 FTT.QQFK.KRML'L
,I N3P-VH19-7LNGL
26825783 2026/FEBRUARY
022526[
020926-L
LtB - O2t06n6
LlA - O2120t26

10002419nO26
514702205-t
0507783569.01iJAN2SL
2026/JANUARY
4026700/FE826-L
LIB/JAN2+L
0r 31615,2808-1 2026/JANUARY

$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$

s
$

113.09
100.49

55.23
125.00
175.00

20,596 85
20,666.32

2,373.77
165.65

1,843.30
54.00

24A.92
3,394.28

145.86

TOTAI PRIOR APPROVAL ALLOWEO lN THE SU OF: I &,'0s7'76

TOTA: $ 5G,190.02
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Item 4.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-03
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTTNG DONATIONS

WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465.03, states that cities may accept gifts of real or personal
property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor prescribes, and

WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body adopted by a two-thirds
majority of its members,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Board of the City of Grand Rapids, Itasca
County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donations and terms of the donors as follows:

Grand Rapids Area Library Foundation - $253.24

N. Eltgroth - $500.00 (unrestricted)

L. Loveland - $3,000.00 (restricted for Children's Department)

M. Demers - $200.00 (unrestricted)

Adopted this I lth day of March2026

/,,/1,-
J Barr,

14

9

Item 1.



CRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY

March'16,2026

Hi Betta,

The Library Board of the Grand Rapids Area Library wishes to thank the Cathotic
Community Foundation for the $2,500 award to retrofit water fountains into refiltabte water
stations. This award wl[[ a[[ow the Library to provide heatthy water to the patrons of the
Library.

Amy Dettmer

Director of Library Services

I4O NE 2ND STREET ORAND RAPIDS, MN 557 44 I 21A326-7640 I CITYOFCRANDRAPIDSMN.COM/LIBRARY

Thanks again,
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - APRIL 8, 2026
DETAILED REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 15385-L 25.00
CENGAGE LEARNING INC 999102443746-L 94.50
CENGAGE LEARNING INC 999102489555-L 146.95
GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO 108591-L 300.00
GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO 108676-L 558.00
GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO 108592-L 755.05
GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO 108593-L 1,315.00
GOVCONNECTION INC 77389420-L 3.16
GOVCONNECTION INC 77401027-L 212.82
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95102983-L 18.81
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95102984-L 37.24
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95102985-L 23.78
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95102986-L 16.98
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95102987-L 284.60
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95102988-L 27.47
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 94995912-L 38.35
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 94995913-L 34.32
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 94995914-L 38.24
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95030309-L 25.24
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95135699-L 24.68
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95149498-L 124.50
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95324823-L 25.80
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95264809-L 25.80
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95279896-L 99.59
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95463811-L 517.71
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95463812-L 11.24
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95477333-L 51.52
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399050-L 16.87
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399051-L 32.75
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399052-L 34.45
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399053-L 17.02
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399054-L 33.86
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399055-L 207.98
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95399056-L 25.24
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95377634-L 22.21
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95377635-L 25.97
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95505733-L 261.55
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95234197-L 66.94
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95234198-L 16.86

1 11
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - APRIL 8, 2026
DETAILED REPORT

INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95234199-L 16.95
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 95234200-L 457.05
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LL IN5075141-L 142.67
MIDWEST TAPE LLC 508530028-L 101.23
MIDWEST TAPE LLC 508592387-L 25.49
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS  LLC 55371-L 255.30
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS  LLC 55401-L 421.26
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS  LLC 55391-L 280.84
PLAYAWAY PRODUCTS LLC 528607-L 372.10
SANDSTROM'S  INC 579516-L 164.09
TRU NORTH ELECTRIC LLC 1616-L 306.36
VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630532905-L 96.19
VESTIS GROUP, INC 2630528184-L 89.89

TOTAL ALL INVOICES: 8,327.47$         
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY BILL LIST - APRIL 8, 2026
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY REPORT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 25.00
CENGAGE LEARNING INC 241.45
GARTNER REFRIGERATION CO 2,928.05
GOVCONNECTION INC 215.98
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES LLC 2,661.57
INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS LL 142.67
MIDWEST TAPE LLC 126.72
PERSONNEL DYNAMICS  LLC 957.40
PLAYAWAY PRODUCTS LLC 372.10
SANDSTROM'S  INC 164.09
TRU NORTH ELECTRIC LLC 306.36
VESTIS GROUP, INC 186.08

TOTAL UNPAID TO BE APPROVED IN THE SUM OF: 8,327.47$         

CHECKS ISSUED-PRIOR APPROVAL

DIANA MAGNER 032526-L 125.00$              
EMILY LINDER 031626-L 175.00$              
GRAND RAPIDS PAYROLL 3/6/2026 20,934.35$       
MN ENERGY February, 2026 1,778.01$          
MINNESOTA REVENUE 2/1/2026 52.00$                 
PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS 4026700/Mar26-L 248.92$              

TOTAL PRIOR APPROVAL ALLOWED IN THE SUM OF: 23,313.28$      

TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS: 31,640.75$      

1 13
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS  

 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statutes 465.03, states that cities may accept gifts of real or personal 

property, including money, and use them in accordance with the terms the donor prescribes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution of the governing body adopted by a two-thirds 

majority of its members, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Board of the City of Grand Rapids, Itasca 

County, Minnesota, accepts the listed donations and terms of the donors as follows: 

      

 

 

 

Arrowhead Library System – $184.84 for quiet study room upgrades 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Adopted this 8th day of April 2026 

 

 

            

     Cyndy Martin, President 

 

 

      

Jennifer Barr, Secretary  

14

Item 4.



Bemidi i library to cut
statf , hours following
County Board budget cuts
KAXE
Published March 20, 2026 al2:07 PM CDT

Larissa Donovan

/
KAXE

BEMIDJI PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Bemidji Public Library on a sunny Sept. 10,2025.
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Bemidji Public Library will shift from being open six
days a week to four, as well as reduce its staff by two
employees.

BEMIDJI - The Bemidji Public Library is cutting its hours and reducing its
staff following budget cuts from Beltrami County.

Effective March 30, the library will be open fewer hours and fewer days each
week. The new hours will be 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday.

The library is also losing Children's Librarian Michael Lyons and Outreach and
Adult Programming Coordinator Kate Egelhof. Their last day will be Friday,
March2-1.

"These changes would not have occurred had the Beltrami County Board of
Commissioners not cut the library's budget by over 40% despite public outcry,"
stated a library news release. "lf you disapprove of this decision, please
conlact the [Board] and urge them to restore library funding."

Last fall, Beltrami County commissioners introduced and ultimately adopted a

budget with a significant reduction of its previous funding to the Bemidii and
Blackduck libraries.

ln 2025, the Beltrami County Board budgeted more than 5437,000 for the
Bemidji and Blackduck libraries, but for 2026, the board budgeted 5265,000 -
which is the minimum maintenance of effort for local governments to
contribute to regional libraries.

"The way that the funding is done is that the state Legislature mandates that
every funding source fund a minimum level of funding in order to participate in
the Minnesota Regional Library System," explained Branch Manager Sherry
Warren in a previous interview. "Those numbers were set in 2011 based on
budget numbers from 2009."

Since Blackduck already operates near the state's minimum standard of at
least 20 hours per week most of the cuts are coming out of the Bemidji
library.
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Fill-in the Blank
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• Grand Rapids Area Library (GRAL) is a free community resource supported by 
local property taxes since 1895. 

• GRAL is a 26,500 square foot building, holding more than 65,000 items for 
checkout. The building was completed in 2000. 

• Member of the Arrowhead Library System.

• GRAL is the busiest library in NE Minnesota outside of Duluth.

• There are six libraries in Itasca County, with 75% of library transactions in Itasca 
County occurring at GRAL (through 2025).

GRAL AT A GLANCE

GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY
19
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GOVERNANCE

134.11 ORGANIZATION OF BOARD; DUTIES.
SUBDIVISION 1. ORGANIZATION.
Immediately after appointment, the library board shall organize by electing one of its number as president and one as secretary, and from time to time 

it may appoint such other officers as it deems necessary.

SUBDIVISION 2. DUTIES.
It shall have exclusive control of the expenditure of all money collected for or placed to the credit of the library fund, of interest earned on all money 

collected for or placed to the credit of the library fund, of the construction of library buildings, and of the grounds, rooms, and buildings provided for 

library purposes. All money received for the library shall be paid into the city or county treasury, credited to the library fund, kept separate from other 

money of the city or county, and paid out only upon approval by the board. 

GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY

WHAT ARE THE DUTIES OF A LIBRARY BOARD?

HOW DO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OPERATE A LIBRARY?
134.09 LIBRARY BOARDS.
SUBDIVISION 1. APPOINTMENT. 
The mayor of the city with the approval of the council for a city library or the board of commissioners for a county library, shall appoint a board of five, 

seven, or nine members from among the residents of the city or county. 
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GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARYGOVERNANCE 
MS 134.001 SUBDIVISION 2. PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
"Public library" means any library that provides free access to all residents of a city or county without discrimination. 

275.761 MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT REQUIREMENTS REDUCED.
(a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary and except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c), the amounts required to be expended under the maintenance of effort 

requirements for counties under sections 134.34, 245.4835, 256F.10, and 256F.13, are reduced to 90 percent of the amounts required for 2011.

(b) This section does not permit a county to reduce compliance with maintenance of effort requirements to the extent that the reduction would:

• (1) require the state to expend additional money or incur additional costs; or

• (2) cause a reduction in the receipt by the state or the county of federal funds.

(c) The commissioner of management and budget may determine the maintenance of effort requirements that are not permitted, in whole or in part, to be reduced 

under paragraph (b). The commissioner shall publish these determinations on the department's website and no county may reduce compliance with a maintenance of 

effort requirement that the commissioner determines is not subject to reduction.

(d) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the amounts required to be expended under the maintenance of effort requirements for all statutory and home rule charter 

cities under section 134.34 are reduced to 90 percent of the amounts required for 2011.

HOW IS A LIBRARY FUNDED?
134.07 PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE.
The governing body of any city or county may establish and maintain [through collection of tax dollars] public library service for the use of its inhabitants. 

DEFINITION OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE:

22
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GOVERNANCE

13.40 LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL DATA.
SUBDIVISION 2. PRIVATE DATA; LIBRARY BORROWERS.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the following data maintained by a library are private data on individuals and may not be disclosed for other 

than library purposes except pursuant to a court order:

• (1) data that link a library patron's name with materials requested or borrowed by the patron or that link a patron's name with a specific subject 

about which the patron has requested information or materials; or

• (2) data in applications for borrower cards, other than the name of the borrower.

(b) A library may release reserved materials to a family member or other person who resides with a library patron and who is picking up the material 

on behalf of the patron. A patron may request that reserved materials be released only to the patron.

GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS:

134.13 ANNUAL REPORT.
As soon as practicable following the end of the fiscal year the library board shall report to the governing body of the city or county all amounts 

received during the preceding year and the sources thereof, the amounts expended and for what purposes, the number of library materials on hand, 

the number purchased and loaned, and such other information as it deems advisable. No later than April 1 of each year the library board shall file this 

information with the Department of Education on forms supplied by the department.

WHAT ARE THE STATE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS?
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SERVICES: BEYOND BOOKS
2025 Children’s programs promoting literacy, education, and entertainment:
• In person programs: 49 
• In person program attendance: 1,493 
• Summer Celebration attendance: 537 people
• Summer Reading participation: 1,391
• Winter Reading participation: 471
• Artastic at Home kits distributed: 1,050

Online Storytime viewership:
2024: 
• 52 episodes
• 26,909 views

2025: Through September 

• 41 episodes 
• 14,645 views

GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY#gralbeyondbooks
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GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
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GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY

Operational support from 
Arrowhead Library System 

through courier and IT 
services is available on 
weekdays. This is how 

interlibrary loan is possible.

Necessary City of Grand 
Rapids IT, Buildings & 

Maintenance, and Public 
Works support services 

are available on 
weekdays.

Important social services 
through other local 

agencies (open/available on 
weekdays) occur here.

Patrons requiring the 
greatest in-person 
support visit us on 

Mondays.

Mondays already have the 
greatest number of returned 
books and require the most 

staff and volunteer support to 
check in and shelve.

This schedule offers both 
morning and early evening 
hours to accommodate our 

youngest patrons, caregivers, 
working patrons, and students 

who visit after school.

Weekday hours allow us to maintain some programs 
such as kids and teens book clubs, in-person storytime, 
and support for homeschool families. Additionally, we 

can provide service on early school release days 
(Wednesdays) for local kids and families.

2026 OPERATIONS
Why are we open Monday-Wednesday, 10:30am-5:30pm?
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Looking forward

GRAND
RAPIDS

AREA LIBRARY

Maintaining service levels

• Phase I of the Façade Maintenance & Repair plan was completed in late fall 2023.
• Phase II includes necessary - and costly - roof replacement

Building maintenance

Finding a long-term funding solution

A loss of funding hinders our ability to provide programs, services, and access for the community.

Without cooperative funding from Itasca County and/or significant library legislation changes at the state level, it 
will be difficult to return to previous staffing and service levels.

1

2

3
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How a Book 
Gets On (and 

Off) the Shelves

at Your Grand Rapids Area Library
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Collection 
Development: 

Acquisitions
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Cataloging
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Processing
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Steps to 
getting a 
book on 
the 
shelves:

Research

Order

P.O. in Horizon

Receive the books in Horizon

Review/decide location

Catalog

Process

Photograph

Check in
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Collection 
Development: 

Weeding
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Circulation: 
Before the 

Doors Open
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And then the 
patrons arrive…
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Please use your 
walking feet!

Of course I want to hear about your new puppy!

I’m so glad 
you loved 
that book! 
Let’s find 
another 
one you 

might like!

Yes, I agree 
that Dogman 
might be the 

most 
important 

book in the 
library!

Will you let me help you 
find three books to take 
home and just read the 
first chapter of each? 

Then you can pick just one 
of those to read. And if 

you don’t like any of 
those, I’ll help you pick 

out three different books 
next time. I promise to 

keep trying until you find 
something you like. We 

can do this together.

Thank you for showing 
me around your Duplo 
town! It is magnificent!

Yes, I have some ideas 
for you about helping 

your child love reading… 99
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Jan. 2025

238 patrons per day or 
approximately 30 patrons per hour

Jan. 2026

302 patrons per day or 
approximately 43 patrons per hour
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Any questions?

102

Item 6.



Monthly Repont - ovenview fo" l\ar 2026

Locations on this nepont: Gnand Rapids Area Libnany

checkout

Description $a? 2026 Feb 2026 %chg Mar zo25 %ch9 2026 Yro 2025 YrD %chg

1st Time
Phone Renewal
Renewa I
Opac Renewal
offline 1st Time
offline Renewal
Dayend Auto Renew

6581
108
118
536

o
o
o

-8
-63
-L4

9
o
o
o

8925
1-OO

LO5
770

o
o
o

9689
269
Lzt
792

o
o
o

22656
358
326

1819
o
o
o

27 815
590

-t9
-40
-26

6
o
o
o

a
o
o
a
o
o
a

439
L706

g

o
o

TotaI 9900 7343 34 LO78L -9 25159 39550 -18

checkout Stock Rotation

Description l{ar 2026 Feb 2026 %chg Man 2o?5 %chg 2026 YrO 2025 YTD %chg

1st Time
Phone Renewal
Renewal
opac Renewal
offline 1st Time
offline Renewal
Dayend Auto Renew

o
o
o
o
o
o
a

g

o
a
o
o
o
g

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
a
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Checkin

Descniption l4ar 2026 Feb 2026 %chg Mar 2025 %chg 2026 YrO 2O25 YTD %chg

a oo oo o oo

Norma I
Late
offline Normal
0ffline Late

7986
L575

o
o

6257
13 86

o
o

27
t-3

o
o

20050
4779

o
o

9026
1691

o
o

25069 -2L
4989 -5

oo
oo

Total 9561 7643 25 ro7!7 -11 24829 30058 -18

35
-8

-1-2
43

o
o
o

TotaL

o
o
o
0
o
o
o

-12
1

o
o
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Requests PIa ced

Description Mac 2O26 Feb 2926 %chg Man 2O25 %chg 2026 YfD 2O25 YfD %chg

Placed 1662 t3t4 26 1940 -15 4620 609t -25

Total t662 l3t4 26 1940 -15 4620 609L -25

Requests Resolved

Descniption l4a" 2026 Feb 2026 %chg Man 2025 %chg 2026 YTD 2025 YrO %chg

Cancelled
FiIIed
Expined

86
268r

9

65
227 5

4

30
t7

L25

-32
-3

800

231
7 3L9

20

-39
-L6

53

1-26
27 63

1

377
a640

13

Total 2776 2345 L8 289A -4 7570 9030 -L7

Holds Resolved

Des c nipt ion Ma" 2026 Feb 2026 %chg Man 2o25 %chg 2026 YrO 2A25 YrD %ch9

Picked Up

cancelled
Expined

1634
2

98

t27L
3

108

2a
-34
-70

-7
-50
-2

-27
2?
4

t7 49
4

L00

4381
TL

363

5537
9

348

Total 1734 1382 25 1853 -7 4755 5894 -20

0vendues

1st Notice
2nd Notice
3rd Notice
4th Notice
5th Notice
Final Notice
Notice # 7
Notice # 8
Notice # 0

536 428

13

6
o
a
o
o
o
o
4

66t
3

1
o
o
o
o
o

134

o
o
o

16

5

4
1
o
o
o

599

too
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
g

o
30

5

o
1
o
o
o
o

190

25
20

o
too

-L9
too

15 51
L6

1
1

o
o
o
o

509

1637
1)

-6
6

-80
-75
LOO

TotaI 676 624 8 799 -16 207A 2267 -9

Descniption l4ar 2026 Feb 2O26 %ch8 Man 2O25 %chg 2A26 YfO 2025 YfO %chg
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Bonnower Delta

Desc ript ion Mat 2O26 Feb 2026 %chg Man 2925 %chg 2026 YrD 2O25 YrD %chr

New ( Manua 1)
Deleted ( Ma nual )
New (Batch)
Deleted (Batch)

31
2
o
o

6L
1
o
o

5

96 87 L26 240
2t

g

o

-48
o
o
o

8
0
o

81
o
o

4
o
o

-30
-88

o
o

lota_t 62 33 87 95 - 35 130 261 -57

Bib Delta

Description Mat 2O26 Feb 20].6 %chg Mar' 2025 %chg 2026 YrO 2025 YIo %chg

New (Manua I )
Deleted (Manua 1)
New (Batch)
Deleted ( Batch )

L34
129

36
o

7
-64
- 61"

o

42
41

-15
o

r25
3s8

9L
o

94
9t
42

o

3s2
645
267

o

363
1666

88
o

-4
-62
203

o

Total 299 574 -48 227 31 LZ64 2lL7 -4L

Description l/la" 2026 Feb 2026 %chg Man 2o25 %chg 2026 YTD 2O?5 YID %chg

New ( Ma nua 1)
Deleted (Manual )
New (Batch)
Deleted (Batch)

16 -69

o
1
o
o

o
2
o
o

Tota I 1 2 -50 t4 -93

Item De1ta

Des c ript ion Na" 2026 Feb 2O26 %chg Mar 2O25 %chg 2026 YfD 2025 YID %chg

o
-69

o
o

o
L6

o
o

o
5

o
o

o
93

o
t6

a
74

o
o

a
-50

o
o

-9
52

o
o

5
63

o
o

5

New (ManuaI )
Deleted (Manual )
New ( Batch )
Deleted ( Batch )

379
51

o
o

429
774

o
o

-L2
-94

o
o

355
135

o
o

tog3
tM2

o
o

L1.83
2967

o
o

Total

Acquisitions Activities

439 L203 -65 490 -13 2525 4L50 -40

Auth Delta
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Descniption l4at 2026 Feb 2O26 %chg Man 2025 %chg 2026 YID 2025 YTD %chg

Lines ordered
Items ondened
Lines Received
Items Rcvd by Ven
claims

Total 584 325 79 362 67 1283 tO20 25

o
s

289
295

o

o
o

78
80

o

o
o

629
654

o

o
o

504
516

o

a
o

24
26

o

o
o

162
1"53

o

o
o

177
18s

0

o
o

63
59

o
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Grand Rapids Area LibrarY

Reference Statistics

March 20.26

Door Gount

Reference Questions

Public Gomputer Use: Sessions

Public Gomputer Use: Hours

Special Gomputer Sessions

Passports Accepted

March

4,653

162

183

149

127

YTD 2026

11,248

435

435

346

285

175

42

4

20

2

65

Gomputer Help Over 5 Minutes

Tests Proctored
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N4arch 2026
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March in Children's

Howdy-ho peeps!The sun is shining, the sky is btue, and if there was a mountain
meadow avaitabte, I woutd be spinning with my arms open wide betting out some
version of "The hiLLs are ative..." Why? Because it beats the atternative, and spring is
my favorite season. Here are some hightights from lYarch:

. Booktime is stitt attractingthe crowds. Yesterday, (3/24/2026) BookTime had
60 participants! Shannon Sweeney and Courtney Gaddie do a phenomenaI
stoMime. l'm gratefut for over 3 decades of stoMime cottaboration with
ECFE, and l'm eager to take over the reins in June and .Juty.

. Diana N4agner taped Artastic tutoriats for both March and Aprit, as she is
jetting off to spend a lew weeks across the pond. We atways have eager
peopte snapping up Artastic kits on the first day they are avaitabte.

. I witl be taping another set of book reviews for KAXE next week.

. I attended a CLAS (Chitdren's Librarians of the Arrowhead System) meeting
this month. These are biannuaI meetings where we get the majority of area

Chitdren's Librarians in the same room. lt is outstanding, and energizing, to be
surrounded by peopte who very much understand your chatl.enges...and your
successes.

. We had an initiat planning meeting for Summer Reading at GRAL.

. The St. Joseph's preschoot had their fourth annual. Library Day in March.
Cindy Eckert, preschoot teacher extraordinaire, does a remarkabte job
hol.ding ctass in the tibrary's program room. (Their insurance prohibits
teachers from transporting students, so, in order to come to the tibrary, other
adutts have to being the students.) Each student has a speciat aduLt, and they
accompany their chitd into the tibrary for storytime, and then for a speciat
activity comparing fiction and non-fiction books. At the end of their day, they
att gather to discuss what they have tearned and discovered. lt is a day I very
much took forward to.

Happy Reading!
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GRAL Children's Library Monthly Statistics
March 2026

Artastic

Programs: 1

Facebook plays: 484

YouTube views: l2

Total views: 496

Kits handed out: 150

Programs:

03103

03/10
03116
031t7
03i 18

03124

Book Time
Book Time
Page Turners
Book Time
St. Joe's Preschool
Book Time

56
39

7
4t
44
60

Total Programs: 6

Book Times: 4
Library Programs: I
Class Visit: I

People:247

People: 196
People: 7
People:44

Reference Questions 20262 443

Reference Questions 20252 43t
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