
 

 GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

  

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
 

November 24, 2025  

6:00 PM  

     
AGENDA 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

1. Invocation 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

CONSENT AGENDA 

4. City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes November 10, 2025 

5. EB Equipment Blades - Cutting Edges for plow trucks-INV/2025/02627 

6. PSE Invoice # 9061344 Sub Station Engineering  

7. Civic Plus - Agenda & Meeting Management Software Annual Renewal Invoice 355480 

8. Civic Plus - Ultimate Website Open Subscription Annual Renewal Invoice 355489 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

9. Appoint Subcommittee for Assessor Position 

NEW BUSINESS 

10. Liens on 2025 Winter Property Tax Bills 

11. Electric Department Boss Plow Bids 

12. MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation Agreement -Division 301607 

13. MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation Agreement -Division 301033 

14. MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation Agreement -Division 301349 

15. MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation Agreement -Division 300797 

16. Request MERS to Close Health Care Savings Program Divisions 

17. Schedule Special Meeting for December 1st or 2nd  and Cancel Regular Meeting for 
December 22, 2025 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

CITY COMMISSION & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS REPORTS 

18. Year-to-Date Financial Reports presented as information. 

CITY COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
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CITY CLERK COMMENTS 

CLOSED SESSION 

ADJOURNMENT 

The City of Gladstone will provide all necessary, reasonable aids and services, such as signers 
for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon five days notice to the City of Gladstone. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Gladstone 
by writing or calling City Hall at (906) 428-2311. 

Posted: 11-21-2025 

Kimberly Berry, MiPMC 
906-428-2311 

kberry@gladstonemi.gov 

RULES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT/ PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(Excerpt from City Commission Rules of Procedure Adopted: 11-25-2019 

A.        Public Comment / Public Hearings 

At regular and special meetings of the commission, individuals wishing to be heard may address 
the commission during the public comment/public hearing periods as set forth in the agenda 
under the following rules: 

                1.        Each speaker shall state name and address for the record. 

2.        Each speaker is limited to three (3) minutes of comment unless the presiding 
officer decides more time is necessary 

3.        Each speaker shall try to be concise and refrain from repeating comments already 
addressed by the commission. 

4.        Speakers who do not cease speaking when asked to do so will be deemed out of 
order and will not be allowed to address the commission again for the remainder of the 
meeting; continued disruption will warrant removal from the meeting. 

5.        The commission shall not decide issues that arise during public comment. 

6.        Speakers should address the commission through the presiding officer. 

7.        Commissioners and staff will not debate with the public. 

8.        Speakers will not verbally attack City Commissioners, City Staff or members of the 
public attending the meeting. Any such behavior will not be tolerated and any person 
presenting in this manner will be warned by the Mayor and shall be removed by Public 
Safety for noncompliance. 

9.        No vulgar or obscene language will be used by the speakers. 

10.        Any information the speaker wants to distribute to the Commission must first ask 
the Chair (Mayor) if they may present the Commission written comments at the meeting. 

11.        Speakers may not ask questions of the board during this time as the Commission 
or Staff will not address them during this public comment period. 
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 GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

  

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
 

November 10, 2025  

6:00 PM  

     
MINUTES 

  

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela gave the Invocation 
followed by the Pledge of Allegience. 

 

Community Development Director Patricia West called the roll: 

PRESENT 
Mayor Joe Thompson 
Commissioner Judy Akkala 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela 
Commissioner Robert Pontius 

ABSENT - EXCUSED 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll 

 

City Manager Eric Buckman swore in Ms. Brittany Levesque as the new Gladstone Public 
Safety Officer. 

No public comment offered. 
 
Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to enter into the 
legal services agreement with Curcio Law Firm PLC for an amount not to exceed $15,000. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Thompson, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to approve the Property 
Exemption Guidelines & Application as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela to approve the 
Poverty Exemption Guidelines & Application as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Gladstone, MI. Commission Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to grant the 
blocking of 10th Street from Delta Avenue to the alley on 10th Street and allowing the use of two 
burn barrells for the Youth Empowering Services - Ugly Christmas Party Special Event to be 
hosted at Saunders Point Brewing LLC on Friday, December 12, 2025 from 4:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. 

Mayor Joe Thompson   Yes 
Commissioner Judy Akkala   Yes 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela  Yes 
Commissioner Robert Pontius  NO 

ABSENT-Excused 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Mayor Thompson to direct Mayor Joe 
Thompson and Commissioner Judy Akkala acting as the City Manager Subcommittee to 
negotiate a six-month interim city manager contract with Mr. Robert Spreitzer, current Water 
Superintendent. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to table the 
appointment of a Subcommittee for the Assessor Position to the November 24, 2025 
Commission Meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED 

Manager Eric Buckman commented on the following: 

 Election Day went well, a long day in person but a lot of Absent Voter Ballots now 

 Survey some lots on Braves, first eight coming from the high school 

 Pram Shack completed Thank you Troy Drebenstedt who did most of work and was able 
to repurpose quality materials to make it look nice and last. 

 Thank you to Dwaine Livermore for his work on the Native statues and roof with the 
Recreation Department and volunteers.  It looks very nice and the addition of a swinging 
bench to watch the sunrise 

 Reminder from Public Works - not to rake your leaves out into the street, it creates 
problems for the storm sewers and neighbors.  Leaves must be taken to the compost 
site. 

 My email was hacked last Thursday and just got my email back today at 2:30 PM.  

 I will be off for a few days next week for deer season and at home with my wife's 
recuperation from surgery. 

 Congratulations to Rob on being named Interim City Manager. 

 Thank all our Veterans as tomorrow is Veterans Day 

 A year-to-date building permits report was also provided. 
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Gladstone, MI. Commission Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

 

 

There being no further business before the Commission, Mayor Thompson adjourned the 
meeting at 6:45 PM. 

 

________________________________ 

Mayor Joe Thompson 

 

_________________________________ 

Clerk Kimberly Berry 
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Purchaser is responsible for all sales, use or excise taxes. Any such taxes not included in this invoice may be 
invoiced at a later date. Payment due upon receipt, a 1.5% per month charge will be applied to amounts not paid 
within 30 days.

GLADSTONE, CITY OF
ATTN: JAMES OLSON
1100 DELTA AVENUE
BOX 32
GLADSTONE, MI 498370032

Andrew, Heather 1.50 260.00 $390.00

Bodenstein, Gerald 97.00 175.00 $16,975.00

Hernandez, Maria 2.00 125.00 $250.00

Kumar, Aseem 89.00 200.00 $17,800.00

Packwood, Seth 14.00 220.00 $3,080.00

203.50 $38,495.00

Consultant Hours Rate Amount

Professional Consulting Labor 203.50 hrs. $38,495.00

AMOUNT DUE THIS INVOICE $38,495.00 USD

ACH Payments may be made to:

November 10, 2025

Work Order: MI0062506

Invoice No: 9061344

PO No.:

Net Terms: Upon Receipt

BMO Harris Bank                                                           
Routing #: 071025661                                                     
Account #: 6499503

INVOICE

Payments by check may be remitted to:

SUBJECT: North Bluff Substation XFMR Replacements





The following charges are for consulting and engineering services performed through November 1st, 2025:





1. Prepared, updated, and finalized transformer procurement specifications. Initiated transformer bidding process with 
vendors. 


2. Prepared and submitted the ATC load interconnection request form (LIRF) application for the substation upgrades.


3. Preparing substation site upgrade and transformer changeout drawings package. Drawings updates include removal and 
additions to the site plan, plans/profiles, conduit/cable trench, control building layout modifications, one-line, three-lines, 
schematics, and wiring diagrams.

Power System Engineering                                    
2424 Rimrock Road, Suite 300                                                            
Madison, WI  53713

Please email ACH remittance to: accounting@powersystem.org

7

Item 6.



8

Item 7.



9

Item 8.



 

 Board: City Commission 

 Agenda 
Date: 

11-24-2025 

 Department: Assessor 

 Presenter: Mayor Thompson 

   

Staff Report 
Agenda Item Title: 
Appointing Subcommittee for Assessor Position 
 
 
 
Background: 
A subcommittee of two Commissioners must be set up to research the options of full-time 
Assessor for City of Gladstone. 

 
Fiscal Effect: 
None currently 
 
Supporting Documentation: 
None 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Motion to appoint __________________________ to a subcommittee for Assessor 
Position. 

 

10

Item 9.



 

 Board: City Commission 

 Agenda 
Date: 

November 24, 2025 

 Department: All Funds 

 Presenter: Eric Buckman 

   

Staff Report 
Agenda Item Title: 
 
Liens on 2025 Winter Property Tax Bills 
 
 
 
Background: 
 
Chapter 8 Section 12 of the City Charter allows the city to assess delinquent utilities 
as liens on the property tax rolls. 
 
 
 
Fiscal Effect: 
 
$8,697.71 
 
 
Supporting Documentation: 
 
Spreadsheet detailing the amounts proposed to be placed on the tax roll as liens. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Motion to assess past due utility balances on the Winter 2025 property tax bills 
accordingly. 
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UTILITIES
OFF TO TAXES

Winter 2025

Account 
No Parcel ID Acct Name Service Address Owner Name (if different)  Electric 

 Fire 
Protection  Refuse  Sewer  Water  Compost  Utility Balance  10% Pen  Total Notes

1033-31 052-006-001-00 Linda Black 206 S 3rd St Gerald Micheau  $      181.65  $        8.24  $        57.09  $     196.98  $      92.81  $   31.28 568.05$            56.81$      624.86$              
passed way; former resident 
of home

1102-30 052-020-014-00 Ardith Bartelt 410 S 5th St Ardith Bartelt  $      125.52  $        8.30  $        14.33  $       34.13  $      15.49  $   28.68 226.45$            22.65$      249.10$              
passed away; enforced off for 
non-payment after passing

1352-30 052-621-010-00 DelFab, Inc 101 N 12th St DelFab, Inc  $   3,414.20  $      15.14  $              -    $     169.88  $    122.22  $   19.12 3,740.56$         374.06$    4,114.62$           
1353-30 052-621-010-00 DelFab, Inc 101 N 12th St DelFab, Inc  $      774.10  $        6.00  $              -    $             -    $            -    $   18.93 799.03$            79.90$      878.93$              
1454-32 052-621-049-00 Darryl Nichelson 210 N 17th St Molly Johnson  $      488.10  $        4.16  $        48.54  $     265.04  $    126.82  $   25.73 958.39$            95.84$      1,054.23$           former owner
2220-36 052-027-007-00 Eugene Ryan 613 Delta Ave Eugene Ryan  $         46.78  $        4.10  $        53.66  $       80.91  $      37.72  $   15.42 238.59$            23.86$      262.45$              abandoned premise
3944-30 052-079-003-00 Sara or Tracy Harris 1305 Superior Ave Sara or Tracy Harris  $      632.91  $        2.10  $        35.42  $     160.07  $      76.41  $   19.82 926.73$            92.67$      1,019.40$           owner moved

3651-30 052-371-018-00 Brandon Harris 21 Parkway Dr Brandon Harris  $      252.32  $      10.40  $        70.97  $             -    $      82.69  $   32.83 449.21$            44.92$      494.13$              
enforced off for non-payment 
on all utilities

-$                  -$          -$                    

5,915.58$    58.44$      280.01$       907.01$     554.16$    191.81$ 7,907.01$         790.70$    8,697.71$           

4,539.59$              57.41% Comparisions (totals w/o 10% penalty)
0.00% Summer 2025 9,028.35$                              
0.00% Winter 2024 1,093.44$                              

675.66$                 8.55% Summer 2024 8,219.47$                              
1,165.32$              14.74% Winter 2023 7,119.87$                              

 $             1,526.44 19.30% Summer 2023 7,987.45$                              
7,907.01$              Winter 2022 3,096.47$                              

0.00$                    0.00% Total w/o business Summer 2022 28,340.93$                            
7,907.01$              3,367.42$                              Winter 2021 4,857.88$                              

Subtotal
All Others
Total

Business(current or 
previous owner)
Landlord
Back to Bank

Enforced shutoff
Vacant
Prev Owner/Tenant 
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 Board: City Commission 

 Agenda 
Date: 

11/24/2025 

 Department: Electric 

 Presenter: James Olson 

   

Staff Report 
Agenda Item Title: 
Electric Boss Plow Bids  
 
 
 
 
Background: 
We got bids for a new plow for our new truck. We got bids from U.P. Off Road & 
Performance, Honkala’s Service, and Gary’s Collision Center 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Effect: 
Gary’s Collision Center $11,523.28 (Budgeted Item) 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Documentation: 
See Bid documents 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to approve Gary’s Collision Center for $11,523.28. I am choosing to go with 
Gary’s Collision Center because they are right in Escanaba and getting it put on and 
for service will be easier and cheaper than driving Negaunee or Ishpeming 
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Gary's Collision 
Center
2701 32ND AVE NORTH, ESCANABA, US

Customer

Quote
Quote Dates

US

Phone: 906-280-6698

CITY OF GLADSTONE

Phone: 9067892123

Fax: 906-789-2128

Quote Date: 10/10/2025

Expiration Date: 11/9/2025

Qty Part Description Price Total

0 Vehicle 2024 Ford F250 4x4 Super 6-3/4 5990.00000 147.90000 
SRW 7.3 9008 (H13) $0.00 $0.00

2 HYD01835 FLUID,HYDRAULIC,HP,(1)QUART $13.00 $26.00

1 LTA10200 UC/RT3,FORD F250/350/450/550,17+ $704.03 $704.03

1 MSC01565 SNOW DEFLECTOR $381.10 $381.10

1 MSC09601 CONTROL-HANDHELD,V-BLADE,12V $381.10 $381.10

1 MSC15002B PLOW BOX, RT3-V, SH2 8-2/9-2,DXT,SL3 $5553.10 $5553.10

1 MSC18282 BLADE CRATE (SNOWPLOW),8-2,ST/ST V-DXT $3235.35 $3235.35

1 MSC25012 KIT-WIRING,RT3 SH2,12V,FORD F250-600,23+ $432.60 $432.60

1 SHOP SUPPLIES $10.00 $10.00

$10723.28

$0.00

$0.00

$800.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$11523.28

Subtotal

Discount

Sales Tax

Labor / Install

Labor Tax

Freight

Deposit

Total
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Item 16.



 

 Board: City Commission 

 Agenda 
Date: 

11-24-2025 

 Department: City Commission 

 Presenter: Mayor Thompson 

   

Staff Report 
Agenda Item Title: 
Set a Special Meeting for Monday, December 1, 2025 & Cancel Regular Meeting for 
December 22, 2025 
 
 
 
Background: 
The subcommittee is meeting to negotiate the Interim City Manager Contract for Robert 
Spreitzer and a training agreement with current City Manager Eric Buckman.  Those agenda 
items were not available for the November 24, 2025 Regular Commission Meeting but will be 
for a special meeting on December 1, 2025. 
 
The Organization meeting will be on December 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM and the Regular Meeting 
to follow. 
 
Typically, the City Commission cancels the second regular meeting in December due to 
Christmas. 

 
Fiscal Effect: 
 
 
Supporting Documentation: 
None 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to schedule a special meeting on Monday, December 1, 2025 at 6:00 PM and 
cancel the December 22, 2025 regular meeting. 

 

51

Item 17.



 

 Board: City Commission 

 Agenda 
Date: 

11-24-2025 

 Department: City Commission 

 Presenter: Mayor Thompson 

   

Staff Report 
Agenda Item Title: 
Set a Special Meeting for Monday, December 1st or Tuesday December 2nd  & Cancel 
Regular Meeting for December 22, 2025 
 
 
 
Background: 
The subcommittee is meeting to negotiate the Interim City Manager Contract for Robert 
Spreitzer and a training agreement with current City Manager Eric Buckman.  Those agenda 
items were not available for the November 24, 2025 Regular Commission Meeting but will be 
for a special meeting on December 1st or  2nd , 2025. 
 
The Organization meeting will be on December 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM and the Regular Meeting 
to follow. 
 
Typically, the City Commission cancels the second regular meeting in December due to 
Christmas. 

 
Fiscal Effect: 
 
 
Supporting Documentation: 
None 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to schedule a special meeting on ___________________ at 6:00 PM and 
cancel the December 22, 2025 regular meeting. 
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 Board: City Commission 

 Agenda 
Date: 

November 24, 2025 

 Department: All Funds 

 Presenter: Eric Buckman 

   

Staff Report 
Agenda Item Title: 
 
Year-to-Date Financial Reports 
 
 
 
Background: 
 
Attached are the year-to-date financial reports through October 2025 for commission 
review.  These numbers are pre-audited and are subject to change.  You are more 
than welcome to email me questions.  Overall, the budget is right on track for where 
we should be. 
 
 
 
Fiscal Effect: 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Documentation: 
 
Revenue and expenditure reports, balance sheet reports. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
No action is required at this time; this is for informational purposes only. 
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