
 

 GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

  

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
 

September 09, 2024  

6:00 PM  

     
AGENDA 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

1. Invocation 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

CONSENT AGENDA 

4. Gladstone Housing Commission Minutes - February 6, 2024 

5. Gladstone Housing Commission Minutes - June 4, 2024 

6. City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2024 

7. Payment of Bills - Delta County Reimbursement for Public Safety Records Management 
Software $5,487.67 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

8. ATC Offer for Easement 

NEW BUSINESS 

9. National See Tracks? Think Train Week Proclamation 

10. Change Order to Watermain & Service Lines Replacement Project 2024-2025 

11. Authorize City Clerk to Appoint Election Inspectors for November 5, 2024 General 
Election 

12. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Appointment of Mr. Roger Aho 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

13. City of Gladstone Special Assessment & Street Funding Presentation 

CITY COMMISSION & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

14. 94th Judicial District Court Order of Dismissal - Michael O'Connor vs City of Gladstone  

15. 94th Judicial District Court Order of Dismissal - Charles & Deanna Kang vs City of 
Gladstone  

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS REPORTS 

CITY COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

CITY CLERK COMMENTS 
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16. Letter from Attorney General Re: City of Gladstone Charter Amendment Proposed by 
Initiative Petition  

CLOSED SESSION 

ADJOURNMENT 

The City of Gladstone will provide all necessary, reasonable aids and services, such as signers 
for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon five days notice to the City of Gladstone. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Gladstone 
by writing or calling City Hall at (906) 428-2311. 

Posted: 09-06-2024 

Kimberly Berry, MiPMC 
906-428-2311 

kberry@gladstonemi.gov 

RULES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT/ PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(Excerpt from City Commission Rules of Procedure Adopted: 11-25-2019 

A.        Public Comment / Public Hearings 

At regular and special meetings of the commission, individuals wishing to be heard may address 
the commission during the public comment/public hearing periods as set forth in the agenda 
under the following rules: 

                1.        Each speaker shall state name and address for the record. 

2.        Each speaker is limited to three (3) minutes of comment unless the presiding 
officer decides more time is necessary 

3.        Each speaker shall try to be concise and refrain from repeating comments already 
addressed by the commission. 

4.        Speakers who do not cease speaking when asked to do so will be deemed out of 
order and will not be allowed to address the commission again for the remainder of the 
meeting; continued disruption will warrant removal from the meeting. 

5.        The commission shall not decide issues that arise during public comment. 

6.        Speakers should address the commission through the presiding officer. 

7.        Commissioners and staff will not debate with the public. 

8.        Speakers will not verbally attack City Commissioners, City Staff or members of the 
public attending the meeting. Any such behavior will not be tolerated and any person 
presenting in this manner will be warned by the Mayor and shall be removed by Public 
Safety for noncompliance. 

9.        No vulgar or obscene language will be used by the speakers. 

10.        Any information the speaker wants to distribute to the Commission must first ask 
the Chair (Mayor) if they may present the Commission written comments at the meeting. 

11.        Speakers may not ask questions of the board during this time as the Commission 
or Staff will not address them during this public comment period. 
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 GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

  

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
 

August 26, 2024  

6:00 PM  

     
MINUTES 

  

Mayor Joe Thompson called the meeting to order and gave the Invocation. 

 

The roll was called by City Clerk, Kimberly Berry: 

 

PRESENT 
Mayor Joe Thompson 
Commissioner Judy Akkala 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela 
Commissioner Robert Pontius 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll 
 

No public present for public comment. 

Motion made by Commissioner O'Driscoll, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED  

Motion made by Mayor Thompson, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to table the ATC Offer 
Easement to September 9, 2024 Regular City Commission Meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela to approve the 
introduction of the Planned Unit Development of 80 Delta Avenue as recommended by the 
Gladstone Planning Commission and set a public hearing for September 23, 2024 regular City 
Commission meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Gladstone, MI. Commission Minutes 
August 26, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner O'Driscoll to approve the 
Department Natural Resources Land Acquisition application for Parcel Numbers as follows:

 
MOTION CARRIED 

Manager Eric Buckman commented on the following: 

 Community Development Director, Renee Barron and I met with a developer regarding 
property near the Sports Park. 

 Community Development Director, Renee Barron and I met with company looking to buy 
a lot in the North Bluff Industrial Park. 

 Attended the monthly DDA meeting. 

 Working on financial numbers regarding the Special Assessment Initiative Petition. 

 A nice article in the Daily Press regarding the Gladstone Sailboat Program. 

  

The Gladstone Master Plan Amendment process is completed by the Gladstone Planning 
Commission and is now available on the city website www.gladstonemi.gov 

  

City Clerk Comments: 

 November ballots are not available yet will be in September 

 Thank you to Renee Barron and Patricia West on the completion of the Master Plan 
Amendment, it is an extensive process, and we have a great plan due to their hard work. 

 Two recent small claims cases dismissed today, last week Mike O'Connor vs City of 
Gladstone regarding a long grass appeal fee and today, Mr. & Mrs. Kang vs City of 
Gladstone regarding a sign violation fee.  Neither of the parties had paid the fee/fine, so 
no damages to consider by jurisdiction of small claims.  Petitioners both sought a 
judgement on City Codes.  Judge Parks ruled it is not the jurisdiction of small claims to 
make a declaratory judgement, so he dismissed both without prejudice. 
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Gladstone, MI. Commission Minutes 
August 26, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela; Seconded by Mayor Thompson to enter closed session at 
6:40 PM to consider a personnel evaluation of Assessor Janice Ketcham as allowable under the 
Open Meetings Act 267 of 1976 (15.268) Section 8 item a. 

 

Commissioner Judy Akkala        Yes 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela     Yes 
Commissioner Robert Pontius    Yes 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll  Yes 

Mayor Joe Thompson   Yes 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela; Seconded by Commission O'Driscoll reported a good 
evaluation of the Assessor and to approve the Assessor Contract for Janice Frizzell beginning 
August 1, 2024 - July 31, 2027 with Section 4c changed from thirty (30) days written notice to 
sixty (60) days.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Mayor Thompson to enter closed 
session at 7:18 PM to consult with Miller Canfield attorneys as allowable under the Open 
Meetings Act 267 of 1976 (15.268) Section 8 item (h) to consider material exempt from 
discussion or disclosure by state of federal statute. 

Commissioner Judy Akkala        Yes 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela     Yes 
Commissioner Robert Pontius    Yes 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll  Yes 

Mayor Joe Thompson   Yes 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mayor Thompson called the meeting back into open session at 7:46 PM with no action taken in 
closed session. 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela; seconded by Commissioner Pontius to direct City Manager 
Eric Buckman to send the letter as prepared and amended by our attorneys at Miller Canfield to 
the property owners of the Jones property regarding the lease agreement with the City. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela Yes 

Commissioner Robert Pontius Yes 

Commissioner Steve O’Driscoll Yes 

Commissioner Judy Akkala  Yes 

Mayor Joe Thompson   Yes 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Gladstone, MI. Commission Minutes 
August 26, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

 

There being no further business before the Commission, Mayor Thompson adjourned the 
meeting at 7:47 PM. 

 

 

________________________________ 

Joe Thompson, Mayor 

 

________________________________ 

Kimberly Berry, City Clerk 
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City of Gladstone, MI 1100 Delta Avenue 
Gladstone, MI 49837 

www.gladstonemi.gov MEETING TYPE 

STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Date: 09-09-2024 Eric Buckman, City 
Manager: 

 

Department: Community Development Department Head Name:  

Presenter: Renee Barron Kim Berry, City Clerk:  

 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: 

ATC Offer for Easement 
 
BACKGROUND: 
ATC has transmission line easements with the City of Gladstone currently and are looking for 
supplemental easements along some of their routes.  We have two proposals from them to expand their 
easements on two parcels owned by the City.  The first one is west of the Oak Bluff Grocery store 
($5,000) and the second one is on our cell tower property on N. Bluff Drive ($26,100).  Easements 
already exist at both locations; they are looking to expand these easements due to new regulations.  

 
FISCAL EFFECT:  
$31,100 revenue to the City funds to be deposited in the land development fund. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:   
Attached are the ATC Easements and GIS pictures depicting the location of the properties 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve Eric Buckman, City Manager to sign easement agreements on behalf of the City of Gladstone. 

This form and any background material must be approved by the City Manager, then 

delivered to the City Clerk by 4:00 PM the Tuesday prior to the Commission Meeting. 
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City of Gladstone, MI 1100 Delta Avenue 
Gladstone, MI 49837 

www.gladstonemi.org MEETING TYPE 

STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Date: 09-09-2024 Eric Buckman, City 
Manager: 

 

Department: City Commission Department Head Name:  

Presenter: Mayor Thompson Kim Berry, City Clerk:  

 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: 

National See Tracks? Think Train Week Proclamation 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

 
FISCAL EFFECT:  
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Mayor read proclamation on behalf of City Commission. 

This form and any background material must be approved by the City Manager, then 

delivered to the City Clerk by 4:00 PM the Tuesday prior to the Commission Meeting. 
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Proclamation 
National See Tracks? Think Train® Week 

WHEREAS See Tracks? Think Train® Week is to be held across the U.S. from September 
23 to 29, 2024; 

WHEREAS, 2,192 rail grade crossing collisions resulted in 765 personal injuries and were 

responsible for 248 fatalities in the United States during 2023; and 

WHEREAS, 1,378 pedestrian trespassing casualties have occurred in the United States 

resulting in 663 pedestrians being killed and another 715 injured while trespassing on 

railroad property rights of way during 2023; and  

WHEREAS, educating and informing the public about rail safety (reminding the public 

that railroad right of ways are private property, enhancing public awareness of the 

dangers associated with highway rail grade crossings, ensuring pedestrians and 

motorists are looking and listening while near railways, and obeying established traffic 

laws) will reduce the number of avoidable fatalities and injuries caused by incidents 

involving trains and citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, National Operation 

Lifesaver Inc., United States Department of Transportation, and all local, state, county, 

and railroad law enforcement officers, first responders, and railroad corporations 

commit to partnering together in an effort to educate at a national level all aspects of 

railroad safety, to enforce applicable laws in support of National See Tracks? Think 

Train® Week; 

THEREFORE, the Gladstone City Commission do hereby attest our full support 

proclaiming September 23rd to 29th, 2024, National See Tracks? Think Train® Week 

and I encourage all citizens to recognize the importance of rail safety education. 

______________________________ 

Mayor Joe Thompson

City of Gladstone
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City of Gladstone, MI 1100 Delta Avenue 
Gladstone, MI 49837 

www.gladstonemi.org MEETING TYPE 

STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Date: September 09, 2024 Eric Buckman, City 
Manager: 

 

Department: Water Department Head Name: Robert Spreitzer 

Presenter: Robert Spreitzer Kim Berry, City Clerk:  

 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:   Additional Charges to Delta / Minnesota Watermain and service lines project. 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  This project was awarded to DeGrand Construction on 4/8/2024.  Their approved bid 
was $233,470 to install new 8” watermain from 14th Street to 12th Street and complete 29 service 
connections, 18 of these connections were to include full-service line replacement as per the State of 
Michigan Lead Copper Rules.  During construction it was discovered that a service not included in the 
bid was galvanized not copper and required replacement.  This additional push bore not included in the 
bid adds an additional $5,700 to the project cost. 
 

 
FISCAL EFFECT:  This project was approved in the 2024-25 budget. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  Please see the attached invoice from DeGrand Construction. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   Make motion to approve the additional $5,700 for the Push Bore not included in 
the Bid. 
 

This form and any background material must be approved by the City Manager, then 

delivered to the City Clerk by 4:00 PM the Tuesday prior to the Commission Meeting. 
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Excavation & Site Work Contractor 

4708 Hwy. 2 & 41 

Escanaba, MI 49829 

906-786-8038 

DATE DESCRIPTION CHARGES CREDITS AMOUNT 

 
 
 

 
 
     

 
Install new 8” watermain and service lines to houses 
from 12th-14th street.  Per Bid on 3/6/24 

  
 
 
 
        Additional Push Bore @1225 Delta ave. Not included 
        In Bid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 1/2% PER MONTH SERVICE CHARGE AFTER 30 DAYS. 

 
 
 
 
$233,470.00 
 
 
 
 
 
$5,700.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
$233.470.00 
 
 
 
 
 
$5,700.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Total Due: $239,170.00 
 

 
 
 

City of Gladstone 
Attn. Rob Spreitzer 

 

 

Job: 2024 Delta-Minnesota 

        Watermain and Service  

         line replacement 

 

 

 

Date: 9/3/24 

 

 

INVOICE 
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City of Gladstone, MI 

 

Staff Report 
 

Agenda Date: 09-09-2024  Eric Buckman, City Manager:  _________________________ 

Department: Elections   Department Head Name:  _____________________________  

Presenter:  Kim Berry   Kim Berry, City Clerk:  _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: 
Authorize City Clerk to appoint Election Inspectors for the November 5, 2024 State General Election 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Election inspectors must be appointed for the November 5, 2024 State General Election for Precincts 1, 

2 Absent Voter Counting Board for Precincts 1 & 2, Receiving Board, Public Accuracy Testing and 

Early Voting Precinct. 

 
 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

 

Election workers payroll which is budgeted. 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: 
 

None 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Authorize City Clerk, Kim Berry to appoint the necessary election inspectors as needed for November 5, 

2024 State General Election for Precinct 1, 2, Absent Voter Counting Board for Precincts 1 & 2, 

Receiving Board, Public Accuracy Testing and Early Voting Precinct. 

 

1100 Delta Avenue 

Gladstone, MI. 49837 

www.gladstonemi.org 

This form and any background material must be approved by the City Manager then delivered to the 

City Clerk by 4:00 PM the Tuesday prior to the Commission Meeting.   
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City of Gladstone, MI 

 

Staff Report 
 

Agenda Date: 09-09-2024  Eric Buckman, City Manager:  _________________________ 

Department: City Commission    Department Head Name:  _____________________________  

Presenter:  Mayor Thompson  Kim Berry, City Clerk:  _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: 
 

Parks & Recreation Board Appointment – Mr. Roger Aho 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Mr. Roger Aho has had application on file since August 25, 2022 to be on the Parks & Recreation 

Advisory Board.   The Board currently has a vacancy with a term expiration of January 1, 2026.   

 

 

FISCAL EFFECT: 
None 

 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: 
Application 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Motion to appoint of Mr. Roger Aho to the Parks & Recreation Board with a 

term expiration of January 1, 2026  

 

1100 Delta Avenue 

Gladstone, MI. 49837 

www.gladstonemi.org 

This form and any background material must be approved by the City Manager then delivered to the 

City Clerk by 4:00 PM the Tuesday prior to the Commission Meeting.   
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 
 

P.O. BOX 30754 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 

 
 

DANA NESSEL 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 
September 6, 2024 

 
By email only 
 
Honorable Gretchen Whitmer 
Governor, State of Michigan 
The George Romney Building 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Attention: Christina Grossi 
  Legal Counsel to the Governor 
 

Re: City of Gladstone Charter Amendment proposed by Initiative 
Petition 

 Chapter XI (Special Assessments) – removes the city’s authority to levy 
and collect special assessments by abrogating Sections 2 through 28 and 
stating in Section 1 that the city commission shall not have the power to 
levy and collect special assessments and that the city shall immediately 
cease all actions to collect any special assessment  

Dear Governor Whitmer: 

You have requested review of the referenced initiative petition that proposes 
an amendment to the Gladstone city charter for the November ballot to revoke the 
authority of the city to levy and collect special assessments. 

It is my understanding from an attorney for the city that the city clerk has 
determined that the initiative petition is supported by sufficient valid signatures for 
submission to the city voters.  See Section 25 of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), 
1909 PA 279, MCL 117.1 et seq., for the signature requirements for charter 
amendments proposed by an initiative petition. 

The proposed amendment 

The proposed amendment removes the city’s authority to levy and collect 
special assessments by abrogating Sections 2 through 28 of Chapter XI (Special 
Assessments) and stating in Section 1 the city commission shall not have the power 
to levy and collect special assessments and that the city shall immediately cease all 
actions to collect any special assessment. 

Section 4d(1) of the HRCA gives a city the option of including in its charter a 
provision for imposing special assessments for the costs, or a portion of the costs, for 
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Honorable Gretchen Whitmer 
Page 2 
Gladstone charter amendment by initiative petition 
September 6, 2024 
 
a public improvement made in a special assessment district.  Accordingly, it is up to 
each city to determine whether to have a charter provision that authorizes the city 
to provide for special assessments. 

Based on the foregoing analysis, I have reviewed the proposed amendment in 
light of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.1 et seq., and 
conclude that the proposed amendment is consistent with that act.    

In the circumstances, as here, of a proposed amendment by initiative 
petition, it is noted that even if the Governor declines to approve the proposal, 
Section 22 of the HRCA, nevertheless, requires the proposal to be submitted for 
voter approval.   

The ballot language for the proposed amendment  

The Attorney General has a separate responsibility to review the ballot 
language for compliance with the requirements of Section 21(2) of the HRCA, which 
mandate that the ballot language be limited to 100 words exclusive of caption, and 
accurately and impartially describe the proposed amendment.  I have examined the 
ballot language for the proposed amendment set forth in the city council’s resolution 
of August 12, 2024, and conclude that the ballot language conforms to the 
requirements of Section 21 of the HRCA.   

Sincerely, 
 

/s/George M. Elworth 
 

George M. Elworth 
Assistant Attorney General 
State Operations Division 
(517) 335-7573 

GME:bjb 
Enc:   Correspondence from the Governor’s office dated 8-13-24 

 
cc with enc. by email only: 

Kimberley Berry, Gladstone city clerk, kberry@gladstonemi.gov 
Steven Mann, Attorney for Gladstone, mann@millercanfield.com  
Kristina Gierhart, Executive Assistant, Governor’s Office, 

GierhartK1@michigan.gov  
 

2024-0409091-A 
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GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING • 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov 

PRINTED IN-HOUSE 
 

 
August 13, 2024 
  
 
 
George Elworth 
Attorney General’s Office 
State Operations Division 
G. Mennen Williams Building 
Second Floor 
  
RE:  Proposed Charter Amendment via Initiative Petition – City of Gladstone 
 
Dear Mr. Elworth, 
 
Enclosed please find a proposed charter amendment from the City of Gladstone for your  
legal review. 
 
I have included a copy of my cover letter to the City Clerk for the City of Gladstone, 
Kimberly Berry, for your files.  Please let me know if our office may provide you with any 
further information. 
    
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Kristina Gierhart 
 
Kristina Gierhart 
Executive Assistant and Extradition Coordinator 
Office of Governor Whitmer 
(517) 241-5630 
 
c: Attorney General’s Office, State Operations Division 
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GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING • 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov 

PRINTED IN-HOUSE 
 

August 13, 2024 
 
 
 
Kimberly Berry 
City Clerk 
City of Gladstone 
1100 Delta Ave. 
Gladstone, MI 49837 
 
Re: Proposed Charter Amendment via Initiative Petition– City of Gladstone 
 
Dear Ms. Berry, 
 
On behalf of Governor Whitmer, I am responding to your email and attachment dated 
August 12, 2024.  I am forwarding your information to the Attorney General’s Office for 
legal review of the proposed charter amendment for the City of Gladstone.  Our office will 
respond upon completion of that review and recommendation. 
 
Please note that we recommend submission at least 60 days prior to the filing deadline to 
ensure sufficient time for review and consideration. I’ve attached here for your records a 
letter from the Governor’s Office of Legal Counsel with additional information on this 
timeline. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Kristina Gierhart 
 
Kristina Gierhart 
Executive Assistant  
Office of Governor Whitmer 
 
 
c: Attorney General’s Office, State Operations Division 
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GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING • 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov 

PRINTED IN-HOUSE 

August 30, 2021 

VIA EMAIL  

Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks 
120 N. Washington Square  
Suite 110A 
Lansing, MI 48933 

RE:  Charter Amendments and Revisions 

Dear Colleagues, 

I am writing to request your assistance in notifying municipalities across Michigan of our 
administration’s policy and recommendations regarding charter amendments and revisions. 

Under the Home Rule City Act (MCL 117.22) the Governor has the responsibility to review 
all proposed charter amendments and revisions before any such amendment or revision is 
presented to the electors. Separately, under Michigan Election Law (MCL 168.646a) 
municipalities must submit ballot language regarding a proposed charter amendment or 
revision to the local clerk for certification not later than 4 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday 
before the election. 

It is a priority of Governor Whitmer’s administration to review and respond to proposals by 
or before this first election filing deadline. It has also been our practice to request the 
Department of Attorney General review all submissions to our office for compliance with 
state law. This review takes time and historically guidance has recommended materials be 
submitted 60 – 90 days prior to the filing deadline to ensure sufficient time to review.  

Starting in 2022, our office will not approve proposed charter amendments or 
revisions after 4 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday before the election. (We will approve 
changes that fix scrivener’s errors for charter amendments and revisions already approved 
by the deadline.) 

We therefore strongly recommend submission of all proposed charter amendments to our 
office at least 60 days prior to the filing deadline and strongly recommend submission of 
all proposed charter revisions to our office at least 90 days prior to the filing deadline. We 
are requesting your assistance in notifying municipalities across Michigan of this policy and 
request. 

41

Item 16.



GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING • 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov 

PRINTED IN-HOUSE 

Proposed amendments and revisions can be sent to our office via email at 
Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov.  

While we prefer email submission, we will also accept submissions sent via mail to: 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
ATTN: Legal Division 
George W. Romney Building 
111 S. Capitol Avenue 
Lansing, MI 48933 

Please note, the Department of Attorney General has an independent obligation to 
review proposed ballot language under the Home Rule City Act. The Department of 
Attorney General will continue using their historical process moving forward. For 
questions about the Department of Attorney General’s process, please contact 
Assistant Attorney General George Elworth at (517) 335-7573 or 
ElworthG@michigan.gov. 

Thank you for your hard work on behalf of Michiganders and for your continued 
partnership and commitment to improving the lives of residents.  If you have 
questions on the Governor’s process, please feel free to contact Kristina Gierhart, 
Executive Assistant for the Governor’s Office of Legal Counsel, at 
GierhartK1@michigan.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Alicia Moon 
Deputy Legal Counsel 
Office of Governor Whitmer 

c: Michigan Municipal League 
Michigan Association of County Clerks 
Michigan Department of State, Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys 
State Bar of Michigan, Government Law Section 
Department of Attorney General, State Operations Division 
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From: Kim Berry
To: Gierhart, Kristina
Cc: Mann, Steven D.; Eric Buckman
Subject: City of Gladstone - Proposed Charter Amendment
Date: Monday, August 12, 2024 9:28:03 PM
Attachments: Resolution No 2024-07 Approving Ballot Language for Peititioned Charter Amendment 08-12-2024.pdf

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Good Evening Ms. Gierhart,
 
Please find attached Resolution No. 2024-07 Approving Ballot Language for Petitioned Charter
Amendment from the City of Gladstone for the required review by the Governor of the State of
Michigan.  Please advise if a hard copy mailing is required in addition to this email submission.
 
Thank you,
Kim
 
Kimberly Berry, MiPMC
Gladstone City Clerk
906-428-2311 x 6
kberry@gladstonemi.gov
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