
 

Selectboard Regular Meeting 

Monday, February 10, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Chris Letourneau Meeting Room and via Zoom 

Agenda 

 

Zoom Details: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6165843896?pwd=STduU2JzTmpiVmE1MXZSaWZWLzVadz09 

Meeting ID: 616 584 3896 | Passcode: 5243524 

Dial by your Location: 1 929 205 6099 (New York) 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. CHAIR UPDATE 

4. ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

5. SELECTBOARD MINUTES AND WARRANTS 

A. Approval of Selectboard Regular Meeting Minutes for January 27, 2025 

B. Approval of Warrants #2504 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT (For items not on agenda) 

All participants must clearly state their names. Appropriate actions will be considered once the 

Selectboard has reviewed the information provided and necessary subsequent research. 

A. AGE WELL Letter of Appreciation-Informational Letter From Age Well for the donation 

given. 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Bridge #28 Mill River Road--Update from Tyler Billingsley Project Engineer from East 

Engineering PLC. 

B. Personnel Policy-Revisions In Process By Town Administrator 

C. Sherwood Forest 3 Acre Rule 

D. Town Electronic Signage--Information Update by Town Administrator--Logan Grimm stopped 

by my office on Wednesday, gave an update on his Electronic School Sign and the wonderful 

progress he has made with the project.  The mockup sign will be ordered in the next week, he is 

going to contact me so he can show me exactly what the school sign will look like.  The sign is 

a digital Electonic sign, is 3' x 7', depth of 4 inches, and is controlled via WIFI.  Logan has 
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already reached his fund-raising goals for the schools' sign, cost of the sign is $16,000.  I asked 

Logan if he was willing to share and present the sign to the selectboard, if he isn't able to, I will 

get pictures/video of the mockup sign for the board.   

E. Ethics Policy-Revisions in process 

F. Roadside Acres LLC--Informational update--Doug Bergstrom spoke with landowner and 

attorney, landowner is going to give us an easement, there is new mylar, new deed in process 

and landowner is paying the $500 escrow for expenses.  All will go off to our lawyer for review 

once received from landowner.  

9. BOARD BUSINESS (Public comment on agenda items limited to 5 minutes) 

A. Robert Fletcher of VBB-Winter Bond Pool-Sign Bond Resolution 

B. Sam Carlson of Oncore Renewable Energy-Present Information on Solar Panel Project for Mill 

River Road. 

1. Permit approval 

2. plan for project 

3. Corporate donation discussion 

 

C. GCC-Ken Minck-Falls Trail Discussion & Alysia Catalfamo-Purchase Funds Reimbursement 

Policies 

Ken Minck --to discuss Falls Trail (ordinance passed at 10/23/23 meeting) (see attached 

minutes) Signage and placement, discuss boulders requested by Ken for Trail, Todd from 

public works had reservations and concerns regarding boulders. 

Alysia Catalfamo-Purchase Funds Reimbursement Policies 

D. Vermont Rockets Softball Tournament-Action to waive rental fees for use of the Softball field 

and pavilion at Georgia Beach for date to include June 20-22 and August 1-3 2025. Board 

questions from the January 27 2025 meeting were followed up on and answered, Rockets also 

provided a letter of consideration to waive the fees.  Letter and questions attached. 

 

E. Camp Rainbow-Action to approve use of Georgia Beach Pavilion and waive rental fees for 

dates of July 7-11 2025 

Camp Rainbow is a program of Northwestern Counseling and Support Services and was 

designed to meet the specialized needs of individuals with Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities to enhance their socialization for a normal day camp experience. Camp is in its 

16th year and has been located at Georgia beach for the past 10+ years. Typical day at camp 

will bring 25-35 campers. In the past the town of Georgia has been generous enough to allow 

camp to be held at the beach while using the pavilion. 

We appreciate the consideration of application to use the beach, should you have any other 

questions please feel free to reach out 😊 

 

 

Tina Cross 

NCSS 
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130 Fisher Pond Road 

St.Albans, VT 05478 

802-370-1140 

tcross@ncssinc.org 

F. Animal Control Ordinance-Action to Approve 

G. Impact Fee Ordinance-Action to Approve 

H. Bridge #10 - Review Addendum 1 dated February 4 2025 -  to be included in Bid contract 

documents &  

Action to open Bids for Bridge #10 Project 

10. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR, TREASURER AND SELECTBOARD SUB COMMITTEES 

REPORTS 

A. Town Administrator 

B. Treasurer  

11. OTHER 

12. PLAN NEXT MEETING AGENDA 

A. February 24, 2025 @ 6:00pm  

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if needed, pursuant to 1 V.S.A sec 313) 

I would entertain a motion to enter into executive session to discuss ______________ which 

premature disclosure or discussion may be detrimental to the board in itself and/or individuals 

involved.  

I move that we enter into executive session to discuss ___________ with (state names of attendees) 

under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1)(A) of the Vermont Statutes. (State Time.) 

A. Personnel Policy--Zoning & ACO New Hire Information 

14. ADJOURN 

TABLED ITEMS: 

 

Posted to the Town website, four designated places within the Town of Georgia (Town Clerk’s 

Office, Georgia Public Library, Maplefields & Georgia Market), and e-mailed to the local media. 

Signed: Stacy Katon, Town Administrator 

Phone: 802-524-3524 | Fax: 802-524-3543 | Website: townofgeorgia.com 
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 1 

Selectboard Regular Meeting 2 

Monday, January 27, 2025 at 6:00 PM 3 
Chris Letourneau Meeting Room and via Zoom 4 

Minutes 5 

 6 

Zoom Details: 7 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6165843896?pwd=STduU2JzTmpiVmE1MXZSaWZWLzVadz09 8 

Meeting ID: 616 584 3896 | Passcode: 5243524 9 

Dial by your Location: 1 929 205 6099 (New York) 10 

 11 
1. CALL TO ORDER, C. Rosenquist called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 12 

 13 
SELECTBOARD PRESENT 14 
Carl Rosenquist, Kristina Senna, Brian Dunsmore (Via Zoom) 15 
 16 
SELECTBOARD ABSENT 17 
Paul Jansen 18 
 19 
STAFF PRESENT 20 
Todd Cadieux, Lori Hobart, Stacy Katon 21 
 22 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 23 
 24 

3. CHAIR UPDATE 25 
 26 

4. ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 27 
• L. Hobart requested to add Warrant #2503 to the Agenda. 28 
• K. Senna requested to add Postcards for the 3/1/2025 Informational Meeting to the Agenda. 29 
• L. Hobart requested Mill River Bridge and the Bond Bank discussion to be added to the 30 

Agenda. 31 
• S. Katon requested NRPC Letter of Support signatures, approval of 1/23/2025 minutes and 32 

approval of conference room copier to the Agenda.  33 
 34 

Motion made to add all of the above to the Agenda.  35 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 36 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 37 
 38 
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5. SELECTBOARD MINUTES AND WARRANTS 39 
 40 
A. Approval of Selectboard Regular Meeting Minutes for 12/23/24 & 01/13/25 41 

 42 
Motion to approve the 12/23/2024 minutes with changes.  43 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 44 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 45 
 46 
Motion to approve the 1/13/2025 minutes with changes. 47 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 48 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 49 
 50 

B. Approval of Warrants # 2502  51 
Motion to approve Warrant # 2502 in the amount of $112,336.37. 52 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore 53 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 54 
 55 
Motion to Approve Warrant # 2503 in the amount of $100.00.   56 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by C. Rosenquist 57 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 58 
 59 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 60 
Motion to approve the 1/23/2025 minutes with no changes. 61 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 62 
Voting Yea:  B. Dunsmore, C, Rosenquist, K. Senna 63 
 64 

• K. Senna proposed a postcard be sent out to Georgia residents for the 3/1/2025 65 
informational meeting on the Town budget and articles. The meeting will be held from 9-66 
10am at the Georgia Fire Station Community room.  67 

 68 
Motion to approve postcard made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 69 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 70 
 71 
A. Bridge #28 72 

 73 
B. Personnel Policy-Revisions In Process by Town Administrator 74 

 75 
C. Sherwood Forest 3 Acre Rule 76 

• S. Katon presented the Northwest Regional Planning Commission 3 Acre Rule Grant for 77 
signature. Signatures are needed by February 5th. K. Senna confirmed the motion to approve 78 
the grant occurred in December, 2024. C. Rosenquist signed the document. 79 

 80 
D. Town Electronic Sign 81 

 82 
E. Ethics Policy-Revisions to include new Act 171 guidelines--In Process by Town Administrator 83 

 84 
F. Roadside Acres LLC 85 

 86 
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7. BOARD BUSINESS (Public comment on agenda items limited to 5 minutes) 87 
 88 
Public Works/ Grounds/Recreation 89 

• T. Cadieux gave a report on the incidents at the Town garage. Waste disposal and insurance 90 
were discussed. Town garage staff have been busy moving desks for the Town offices and 91 
library. 92 
 93 

A. Bridge #10 (HIGHBRIDGE) - General Notice on Bid ad, Plan, Contract Documents 94 
• K. Senna questioned if the bridge would be shut down, estimated time was three weeks. 95 

Concerns about fire and rescue in case of emergency.  96 
• T. Cadieux will work with Georgia Fire Chief Baker on an emergency plan of action.  97 
• The Town will need to communicate with Milton, Fairfax Rescue and local residents 98 

regarding the bridge/road closure.  99 
• B. Dunsmore recommended hanging signs a month before road closure.  100 
• S. Katon will follow up with Tyler regarding communication plan.  101 
• Bridge work will begin approximately June 17th. 102 

  103 
B. Vermont Rockets Request to Waive Fees--Action to Approve--Use of Softball Field and 104 

Pavilion at Georgia Beach for dates to include June 20 - 22 and August 1-3, 2025. 105 
25th Annual Tournament.  106 
• The Rockets requested the $200/day fee for renting the Town Beach and Pavilion be waived 107 

for the event ($1200). They are a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  108 
• If permitted, the Town of Georgia will absorb the costs of clean-up. The Town will also be 109 

losing revenue by not renting to another individual/organization. Increased trash disposal 110 
and increased electricity usage. 111 

• If there is an increased amount of people at the beach, a portable restroom facility is 112 
necessary. Discussion on portable restroom for the season. 113 

• S. Katon will ask additional questions about Little League, snack bar and portable restroom 114 
rentals. Tabled for next meeting after additional information gathered.  115 

  116 
C. NCSS Adult Camp Rainbow Request to Waive Fees--Action to Approve--Use of the beach for 117 

the Adult Camp Rainbow the week of July 7-11, 2025 118 
• S. Katon will reach out to NCSS for additional information before the next Selectboard 119 

meeting.  120 
 121 
8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR, TREASURER AND SELECTBOARD SUB COMMITTEES 122 

REPORTS 123 
 124 
Town Administrator Report:  125 

• Agreement for the conference room copier. All Town employees, board and committee 126 
members should have access to the bigger main copier in the Town Clerk’s office. L. Hobart 127 
explained researchers use the main copier to make copies and print items by the vault.  128 

• S. Katon will have a conversation with Town Clerk regarding access to the main printer. 129 
• The smaller conference room copier was included in the budget. Selectboard Chair C. 130 

Rosenquist signed the contract for the printer.  131 
• Discussion regarding keys and access. The Town Administrator should have access to all 132 

the buildings in the Town in case of emergency. 133 
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Town Treasurer Report:  134 
• Bond Issue: L. Hobart had a conversation with the Vermont Bond Bank and Tyler last week 135 

regarding the Winter Bond disbursed in March.  136 
• Summer Bond is disbursed in August, not November.  137 
• The Bond will go into a US Bank money market account and earn interest until it is used. 138 
• Discussion on the timing and the Archaeological study by the Army Corps of Engineers.  139 
• C. Rosenquist recommends March disbursement, as the funds will gain interest in the money 140 

market until such time as it is needed.  141 
 142 
K. Senna made the motion to pull the Bond funds in the Winter/March to put into a US Bank money 143 
market account to earn interest until the time it is needed.  144 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 145 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 146 
 147 
A. Personnel--2025 Holiday Schedule- Action to Approve 148 

• K. Senna questioned Indigenous Peoples Day, October 13th. This date will be observed on 149 
November 28th for the Town Offices, and the Highway Department will observe on 150 
October 13th, per their union contract. 151 

• New Years Eve is a half day for both Town and Garage workers.  152 
• Conversation over Thursday, June 19th, "Juneteenth" and if it should be observed as a 153 

holiday on the Town schedule. This is currently observed as a State and Federal holiday.  154 
 155 
Motion to approve 2025 Holiday Schedule, with clarification on Indigenous Peoples Day 156 
observance days by Town employees and the Highway Department; and declining observance 157 
of Juneteenth as a Town of Georgia holiday. 158 
 159 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 160 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 161 
 162 

9. PLAN NEXT MEETING AGENDA 163 
A. February 10, 2025 at 6:00 pm 164 

 165 
10. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if needed, pursuant to 1 V.S.A sec 313) 166 

 167 
C. Rosenquist would entertain a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel matters 168 
listed below, which premature disclosure or discussion may be detrimental to the board in itself 169 
and/or individuals involved.  170 
 171 
A. Personnel-ACO Position 172 

 173 
B. Personnel – Assessor 174 
 175 
I move that we enter into executive session to discuss such personnel matters with Selectboard 176 
members and Town Administrator under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1)(A) of the 177 
Vermont Statutes. 178 

 179 
 180 

 181 
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Motion made at 7:13pm by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 182 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 183 
 184 
Motion to invite S. Keaton to the Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  185 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 186 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 187 
 188 
Motion to exit Executive Session at 7:48pm 189 
Motion made by K. Senna, Seconded by B. Dunsmore. 190 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 191 
 192 
No action taken following exit of Executive Session.  193 
 194 

11. ADJOURN 195 
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 pm 196 
Motion made by B. Dunsmore, Seconded by K. Senna. 197 
Voting Yea: B. Dunsmore, C. Rosenquist, K. Senna 198 
 199 

Posted to the Town website. 200 
Signed: Stacey Katon, Town Administrator 201 

Phone: 802-524-3524 | Fax: 802-524-3543 | Website: townofgeorgia.com 202 
 203 
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Wed 2/5/2025 4:44 PM 

Good afternoon Todd and Stacy, 

 

Paul sent me a text earlier today asking for a quick summary on Mill River Road. Here you go: 

 

- The design has been completed.  

- During the permitting process, Army Corps flagged the project and is requiring an 
archaeological/historical evaluation of the bridge. They will not issue the permit without it. 

- UVM-Consulting Archaeology Program has been contacted - they can complete this investigation, 
but cannot start until clear ground (no snow, no frost).  

- Once UVM-CAP reviews the site, Army Corps can proceed with issuance of the permit (assuming 
no significant findings by UVMCAP).  

- It is a good idea to wait until permits are "in hand" prior to going out to bid.  

- Because of the permitting delay, unfortunately this may require bidding the project in fall of 2025 
for a 2026 construction season.  

- It is my understanding that the Town is able to pull the bond this March, then put it into a money 
market account to offset any interest payments (sounds like this is not an issue as long as it's less 
than 3 years). Lori and I were on the call with the bond bank, so she can probably speak to this 
option better than me. Once permitting clears, you can pull the money out for construction. 

 

Please share with the Selectboard and let me know if you have any questions.  

 

-- 

Tyler Billingsley, P.E. 

Engineer / Owner 

tyler@eastengineeringplc.com 

802-989-6686 
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1 Preamble 

1.1.1 The Selectmen of the Town of Georgia, being mindful of the fact that there are numerous dogs 
and domestic pets and livestock running at large in the Town and that these animals represent 
not only a danger to young children and all Georgia residents, but may be a source of annoyance 
and concern to many citizens, hereby declare that it is in the best interest of the health and 
safety of all citizens that the keeping of the animals within the Town limits be controlled as 
hereinafter set forth.   

1.1.2 The Town of Georgia pursuant to Titles 24 Section 1971 and 20 Section 3549 Vermont Statutes 
Annotated and any other such provisions as may be material hereto, the Selectboard hereby 
orders that the following Ordinance be adopted: 

2 Definitions 

2.1.1 “Animal Control Officer” (ACO) shall mean any police officer of the Town of Georgia, State 
Police officer, Deputy Sheriff or any other person appointed “Animal Control Officer” by the 
Selectmen and authorized to enforce this Ordinance. 

2.1.2 An “Appropriate Complaint” shall be deemed to have been made under this Ordinance when a 
person gives the Selectboard or the ACO a full description of the domestic pet, livestock, 
including breed, size, color and other distinguishing features, which description must be 
sufficient for a proper identification.  The person who makes such a complaint shall do so in 
writing and include his or her name, address, phone number, the names and addresses of all 
witnesses to the violation, and the circumstances under which the domestic pet/livestock was 
believed to be in violation of this Ordinance. 

2.1.3 “At large” shall mean a domestic pet/livestock that is off the premises of the owner or keeper, 
and not under the control of the owner or keeper, a member of his or her immediate family, or 
an agent of the owner, either by leash, cord, chain, fence or other reasonable means of 
restraint, and not lawfully engaged in hunting with the owner or keeper, so that at all times the 
domestic pet/livestock may be prevented from causing damage, disturbance or annoyance. 

2.1.4 “Basic Care” shall mean adequate food, water, shelter, rest, sanitation, and medical care. 

2.1.5  “Domestic Pet” For the purposes of this Ordinance, domestic pets shall include domestic dogs 
and “wolf hybrids” or similar animal of both sexes. 

2.1.6 “Excessive Noise” shall mean any noise that is created by a domestic pet, audible to an 
individual in a location where he or she is lawfully permitted to be, that is of such volume, 
duration, or frequency that a reasonable person would find it disturbing or irritating.   

2.1.6.1 “Livestock” shall mean cattle, horses, sheep, goats, swine, Cervidae(deer), ratites (large  birds) 
and camelids (llama, alpaca). 

2.1.7 “Nuisance Animal” shall mean any domestic pet/livestock that: 

2.1.7.1 Makes excessive noise, 

2.1.7.2 Causes damage to public or private property, 

2.1.7.3 Scatters trash, 

2.1.7.4 Molests or threatens passers-by or passing vehicles on public roads or property, 

2.1.7.5 Attacks other animals, 
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2.1.7.6 Obstructs traffic, and/or 

2.1.7.7 Otherwise acts to create a nuisance or disturbance. 

2.1.8 “Town Pound” shall mean a pound or facility designated by the Selectmen for the confinement 
and disposition of domestic pets/livestock in violation of any provision of this Ordinance 
whereby the ACO is authorized to impound such animal, whether operated by the Town and 
whether within the Town limits. 

2.1.9 “Owner” shall mean any person owning, keeping, or harboring a domestic pet/livestock or who 
has actual or constructive possession of the pet/livestock or wolf hybrid.  The term includes 
those who provide feed and shelter to a domestic pet/livestock or wolf hybrid but does not 
apply to feral animals that take up residence in buildings other than the person’s home. 

2.1.10 “Vicious Animal” shall mean any domestic pet/livestock that causes any person to suffer or 
reasonably fear bodily injury by attack or threat of attack, except that a domestic pet/livestock 
shall not be deemed “vicious” as the result of an attack or threat upon a person in the act of 
trespassing upon the private property of the owner or keeper of the domestic pet/livestock.   

2.1.11 “Wolf Hybrid” shall mean an animal which is the progeny of descendent of a wolf and a 
domestic dog or which is advertised, licensed, described, or represented as a wolf hybrid by its 
owner, or which exhibits primary physical and behavioral wolf characteristics.  Any provision of 
this Ordinance applying to domestic pets shall also apply to wolf hybrids. 

3 License Required 

3.1.1 The Owner of any domestic pet which is kept within the Town and is more than six months old 
shall annually cause it to be registered, described, numbered and licensed with the Clerk of the 
municipality on or before April 1st of each year in accordance with the provisions of Title 20, 
Chapter 193 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, as the same are now in effect of may be 
amended from time to time.  No person shall refuse to exhibit the license of his dog or a receipt 
therefore to any ACO when requested to do so. 

3.1.2 The Selectboard of the Town shall adopt a schedule of fees, in accordance with statutory 
requirements, for the licensing of domestic pets.  Such fee schedule may include license 
surcharges to help offset the cost of administering this Ordinance. 

3.1.3 Prior to being entitled to obtain a license as a neutered/spayed domestic pet or wolf hybrid, the 
owner shall provide to the Clerk a copy of a certificate from a licensed veterinarian stating that 
the domestic pet has been sterilized. 

3.1.4 All domestic pet owners shall submit a certificate or certified copy of a certificate signed by a 
licensed veterinarian stating that the pet has received a current pre-exposure rabies vaccination 
with a vaccine approved by the Commissioner and the person shall certify that the animal 
described in the certificate is the animal to be licensed.  The certificate shall be kept by the 
owner and displayed to a proper municipal or state official upon request. 

4 Collar Required 

4.1.1 An owner or person otherwise in control of a domestic pet within the Town limits shall cause 
such domestic pet to wear a collar or harness, fastened securely, and to have attached to same 
the license tag issued by the Town.  It shall be unlawful for any person other than the owner or 
his agent or any ACO to remove a license tag from a domestic pet. 
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5 Failure to License 

5.1.1 All domestic pets must be licensed and display license tags in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 2 and 3 of this ordinance.  All unlicensed domestic pets found within the limits of the 
Town shall be impounded. 

5.1.2 At the discretion of the Selectboard and or ACO, any unlicensed dogs may be humanely 
destroyed after issuance of a warrant to destroy by the Selectboard in accordance with the 
provisions of 20 VSA Ch. 193 subchapter 2. 

6 Basic Care 

6.1.1 A person who owns, possesses, or acts as an agent for a domestic pet shall provide basic care to 
the domestic pet. 

6.1.2 Livestock provided basic care 

7 Disturbances and Nuisances 

7.1.1 Any owner or owner’s agent shall not allow a domestic pet/livestock to run or be at large within 
the Town. “Livestock running at large” means any livestock found or being on any public land or 
public way, or land belonging to a person other than the owner of the livestock, without the 
landowner’s permission.” 

7.1.2 The owner of a domestic pet(s) shall not allow the domestic pet to be a vicious animal.  The 
owners of a domestic pet(s) shall not allow the domestic pet/livestock to be a nuisance animal.  

7.1.3 The owner of a domestic pet shall not allow waste from any domestic pets to accumulate so 
that either a health or an odor problem results. 

7.1.4 The owner of a domestic pet shall remove immediately and properly dispose of any waste 
created by the domestic pet when the domestic pet is not on the private property of the owner.   

8 Impounding of Domestic Pets 

8.1.1 It shall be the duty of any ACO to apprehend any domestic pet running at large and to confine 
such domestic pet in the Town Pound.  At the discretion of the Selectboard and or ACO, 
domestic pets may be impounded for any violation of this Ordinance. 

8.1.2 Upon impounding of any domestic pet, the ACO shall make and keep a record of the breed, 
color, and sex of such domestic pet, where the domestic pet was caught and whether it was 
licensed.  The record of the impounding officer shall be filed with the Selectboard at regular 
intervals. 

8.1.3 The impounding ACO shall, within twenty-four (24) hours, if possible, give notice to the owner of 
person having care of such domestic pet (if known), either in person, by telephone, by written 
notice left at his dwelling-house, or by written notice mailed to the last known address of the 
owner, of the impoundment of such domestic pet.  If the owner or address is not known, the 
ACO may, but shall be obligated to, post a notice at the Town Clerk’s Office for one week (7 
days). 
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8.1.4 Any person finding a domestic pet upon his property to his injury or annoyance may hold the 
same in his possession, giving immediate notice to the ACO or Town Clerk that he/she is holding 
such domestic pet, and giving description of the domestic pet as well as the name of the owner, 
if known.  The ACO shall impound such a domestic pet as soon as possible. 

9 Redemption of Impounded Domestic Pets 

9.1.1 The owner of an impounded domestic pet, or his agent carrying written authorization, may 
reclaim such domestic pet upon payment of the penalties and charges set forth below.  It shall 
be the duty of the ACO to ensure that all penalties and charges have been paid to the Clerk of 
the Municipality before authorizing the release of an impounded domestic pet. 

9.1.2 If not claimed after one week (7 days), the ACO shall be authorized to sell, give away, or dispose 
of it in a humane manner.  The owner of any domestic pet which has been impounded shall pay 
the daily boarding fees, as established by the Selectboard, prior to having a domestic pet 
released into their custody. 

9.1.3 If any impounded domestic pet is unlicensed the ACO may, at his/her discretion, release the 
impounded domestic pet into the custody of the owner or agent, after payment of $50.00 
deposit, solely for the purpose of obtaining required immunizations and to license such pet as 
required by paragraph two of this ordinance. 

9.1.4 If the ACO has reasonable cause to believe that the owner or agent will fail to immunize and 
license said pet, he/she may refuse to release said pet into the custody of the owner agent and 
may dispose of the pet in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance for unlicensed pets. 

9.1.5 If the owner or agent, who has been granted custody as above, fails to license the pet within 5 
business days of release into their custody, the deposit shall be forfeited and the ACO shall 
assess additional fines as herein allowed and re-impound and humanely destroy the subject pet. 

10 Rabies Control 

10.1.1 Any owner of a domestic pet which has contracted rabies, or which has been exposed to rabies 
or which is suspected of having rabies or which has bitten any person, shall, upon demand of 
any law enforcement office, the health officer, selectmen, or the ACO, surrender such domestic 
pet to be held for observation and treatment, the total cost of which shall be the responsibility 
of the owner. 

10.1.2 If, in the opinion of the above town officials, the domestic pet can be responsibly confined and 
observed at the owner’s home and in the owner’s care, the town officials may authorize such 
confinement as an alternative to impoundment. 

10.1.3 All domestic pets suspected of being exposed to rabies shall be managed in accordance with the 
provisions as set forth in Title 20 Ch. 193, subchapter 5 and such rules and protocols as may be 
established by the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Health.  Said rules and 
protocols shall supersede any provisions of this Ordinance if they are more restrictive than the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

10.1.4 It shall be the duty of every owner of a domestic pet which has been attacked or bitten by 
another domestic pet or animal showing the symptoms of rabies to notify a law enforcement 
officer, health officer, selectmen, or ACO immediately that such person has a domestic pet or 
other animal in his possession. 

110

Section 9. Item #F.



Town of Georgia 
Animal Control Ordinance                        Approved DD MONTH YYYY 
 

5 of 2 
 

10.1.5 Whenever a domestic pet is impounded after having bitten a person, the domestic pet shall be 
held and observed for a sufficient length of time to meet the requirements of Section 9 (A) 
above (not less than ten days).  If the health officer or ACO determines at any time that the 
domestic pet is rabid, or a licensed veterinarian determines that there is a reasonable likelihood 
that the pet is rabid, the domestic pet shall be destroyed in accordance with the rabies control 
protocol.  The owner shall be held liable for all disposal, pick-up, and confinement charges as 
approved by the Selectmen. 

10.1.6 It shall be unlawful for the owner when notified that his domestic pet has bitten any person, to 
sell or give away such domestic pet, or permit it to be taken beyond the limits of the Town 
except under the care of a licensed veterinarian without the prior permission of the health 
officer or ACO. 

11 Appropriate Complaints 

11.1.1 It shall be the duty of the ACO to investigate appropriate complaints filed by residents for 
alleged violations of this Ordinance.  If the ACO finds there has been a violation involving failure 
to license, a vicious or nuisance animal, or a second violation for running at large, he/she shall 
take all measures necessary to cure and abate the violation in accordance with this Ordinance. 

11.1.2 For all other violations the ACO may exercise reasonable discretion in issuing tickets and orders 
to prevent future violations from occurring for all domestic pets and livestock.  

12 Investigation of Vicious Domestic Pets/Livestock 

12.1.1 When a domestic pet has bitten a person, while off the premises of the owner or keeper of the 
domestic pet, and that person required medical attention because of the attack, such person 
may file a written complaint with the Selectboard.  The written complaint must contain the 
time, date, place and circumstances of the attack, the name and address of the victim or victims, 
the name and address of the domestic pet’s owner (if known), names of witnesses (if any) and 
any other information that would aid the investigation of the complaint. 

12.1.2 The Selectboard and or ACO shall investigate a written complaint within 7 days of receipt and 
the Selectboard shall hold a hearing on the matter.  If the owner can be ascertained with due 
diligence, the Selectboard shall provide the owner with written notice of the time, date, and 
place of hearing and the facts of the complaint. 

12.1.3 If, after hearing on the case, the Selectboard concludes that the attack was unprovoked, then 
they shall make an order for the protection of persons as the facts and circumstances of the 
case may require, including, without limitations that the domestic pet is disposed of in a 
humane way, muzzled, chained, or confined.  This order shall be sent by certified mail, return 
receipt requested.  A person who fails to comply with the order may be fined in accordance with 
the provisions of this Ordinance. 

12.1.4 It shall be unlawful for the owner or person having custody of any domestic pet after receipt of 
notice by the ACO that the domestic pet has bitten any person to sell or give away such 
domestic pet or permit it to be taken beyond the limits of the Town without having first 
obtained permission of the Selectmen. 

13 Prohibition of Domestic Pets in Town Cemeteries and Recreation Area 
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13.1.1 No owner or person in control of any domestic pet shall allow the same to enter any cemetery 
located within the town, whether such domestic pet may be on a leash or under other restraint 
or control. 

13.1.2 No owner or person in control of any domestic pet shall allow the same to enter the Georgia 
Municipal Recreation Area located on the Georgia Shore Road within the Town, whether or not 
such domestic pet may be on a leash or under other restraint or control.  

13.1.3 Exceptions to this restriction are: 

13.1.3.1 If the animal is maintained in control on a leash or restraint at all times, is within the 
designated boat launch parking lot at the Recreation area, and is being directly transferred 
without delay from a motor vehicle to a boat or from a boat directly to a motor vehicle which 
is being immediately launched or retrieved from the Recreation area boat access ramp and is 
then immediately transported away from the area.   

13.1.3.2 Authorized service animals for persons with disabilities. 

14 Enforcement & Penalties before the Judicial Bureau 

14.1.1 Violations.  Any violation of this Ordinance or of any requirement of any order issued by the 
Selectboard under provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to penalties set forth below.  
Violations of this Ordinance shall be a civil matter enforced in accordance with the provisions of 
24 VSA Section 1974a and 1977 et seq.  Any ACO may act as an issuing Municipal Official and 
issue and pursue before the Judicial Bureau a municipal complaint for any violation of this 
Ordinance.  Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. 

14.1.2 Penalties.  A violation of Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9 and 11 of this ordinance is subject to a civil 
penalty of up to $100 a day for the first offense, $150.00 for a second offense within six months 
from the first offense, and $200.00 for each subsequent offense within six months from the first 
offense.  A waiver fee shall be set at $50.00 for the first offense, $75.00 for a second offense 
within six months from the first offense and $100.00 for each subsequent offense within six 
months from the first offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a new offense. 

Cattle, Horses, Sheep, Goats, or Swine. A person knowingly permits cattle, horses, sheep, goats, 
or swine to run at large in a public highway or yard belonging to a public building without the 
consent of the selectboard shall be fined by law enforcement officer or by a municipal officer or 
employee not more than $100.00 nor less than $50.00 for each animal running at large.  

Bulls, Th owner or keeper of a bull may be fined by a law enforcement officer or by a municipal 
officer or employee not more than $100.00 nor less than $50.00 if such bull is more than nine 
months old and found unattended outside the premises owned or occupied by the owner or 
keeper of such bull and shall be liable to a party damaged by such bull while outside the 
premises of such owner or keeper.  The damages may be recovered in a civil action.  

14.1.3 A violation of Sections 12 of this ordinance is subject to a civil penalty of up to $50 a day for the 
first offense, $75.00 for a second offense six months from the first offense, and $100.00 for each 
subsequent offense within six months from the first offense.  A waiver fee shall be set at $25.00 
for the first offense, $35.00 for a second offense within six months from the first offense and 
$50.00 for each subsequent offense within six months from the first offense.  Each day the 
violation continues shall constitute a new offense. 
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14.1.4 Appeals.  Appeals may be taken in the manner set forth in 24 VSA Section 1974a and 1977 et 
seq. 

15 Separability 

15.1.1 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance is for any 
reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall 
be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions hereof. 

16 Ordinance Repealed 

16.1.1 All ordinances and part of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
repealed. 

17 Section Eighteen: Effective Date 

17.1.1 This ordinance shall become effective sixty (60) days after its adoption by the Selectboard. If a 
petition is filed under 24 V.S.A. § 1973, that statute shall govern the taking effect of this 
ordinance. 

Amended this ___ day of _______________, 20___. 

SIGNATURES OF GOVERNING BODY 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
Carl Rosenquist – Chair     Paul Jansen – Board Member 

 

______________________________    
Brian Dunsmore – Board Member    

 

______________________________    
Kristina Senna – Board Member 

17.2 Adoption History 
17.2.1 Agenda item at regular selectboard meeting held on ____________  __, 20__. 

17.2.2 Read and approved at selectboard meeting on ____________  __, 20__ and entered in the 
minutes of that meeting which were approved on__________________. 

17.2.3 Posted in public places on ____________  __, 20__. 

17.2.4 Notice of adoption published in the ________________________   newspaper    
on ____________  __, 20__ with a notice of the right to petition. 

17.2.5 Other actions [petitions, etc.] 
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1 Section One: Legislative Findings 

1.1.1 The Selectboard of the Town of Georgia finds, determines and declares that: 

1.1.1.1 The Town must expand its capital projects in each of six cost centers: Fire and Public Safety, 
Road Department, General Government and Administration, Library, Parks and Recreation 
Department, and the Town School District in order to maintain the current services standards 
for each cost center if new development is to be accommodated without decreasing the 
current service standards for each cost center. This must be done in order to promote and 
protect the public health, safety and welfare; 

1.1.1.2 The imposition of impact fees is one of the preferred methods ensuring that development bears 
a proportionate share of the cost of capital facilities necessary to accommodate such 
development. This must be done in order to promote and protect the public health, safety and 
welfare; 

1.1.1.3 Each of the types of land development described in Section Seven hereof will create demand 
for the acquisition of equipment, the expansion of related capital facilities and the construction 
of capital facilities for each of the cost centers; 

1.1.1.4 The fees established by Section Seven are derived from, are based upon, and do not exceed the 
costs of providing the proportionate share of the cost of equipment, the expansion of related 
facilities and the construction of additional capital projects necessitated by the new land 
developments for which the fees are levied; 

1.1.1.5 The report entitled, "Capital Program & Budget 2025-2030", dated January 13, 2025, sets forth 
a reasonable methodology and analyses for the determination of the impact of new 
development on the need for and costs of additional equipment and facilities for each of the 
cost centers in the Town. 

2 Section Two: Short Title, Authority and Applicability 

2.1.1 This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Town of Georgia Impact Fee Ordinance." 

2.1.2 This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the specific authority granted municipalities to establish 
impact fees contained in 24 V.S.A. Chapters 117 and 131, and the authority granted to 
municipalities to enact ordinances in 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59. This ordinance is designated as a civil 
ordinance under 24 V.S.A. § 1971(b). 

3 Section Three: Intents and Purposes 

3.1.1 This ordinance is intended to assist in the implementation of the "Town of Georgia: January 6, 
2025, Town Plan" and the "Town of Georgia: Capital Budget and Program 2025-2030" and the 
"Georgia School Five-Year Spending Plan for Impact Fees." 

3.1.2 It is the intent of this chapter to enable municipalities to require the beneficiaries of new 
development to pay their proportionate share of the cost of municipal and school capital projects 
which benefit them and to require them to pay for or mitigate the negative effects of 
construction.” 24 V.S.A. § 5200.  

4 Section Four: Definitions 
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4.1.1 "Capital Project" means any physical betterment or improvement including furnishings, 
machinery, apparatus or equipment for such physical betterment or improvement; any 
preliminary studies and surveys relating to any physical betterment or improvement; land or 
rights in land; or any combination of these." 24 V.S.A. § 5201(2). 

4.1.2 A "Dwelling Unit (DU)" is any structure utilized for or designed for or intended to be utilized for 
human habitation whether seasonal or year-round, including ADU’s, accessory apartments, 
lodging establishments, nursing homes, residential lodging and tourist homes as those terms are 
defined or applied in the Town Zoning Bylaws and Subdivisions Regulations or as those terms are 
used and commonly applied in practice in the Town. 

4.1.3 A "Feepayer" is a person applying for the issuance of a Municipal Land Use Permit 

4.1.4 "Impact Fee" means a fee levied as a condition of issuance of a zoning or subdivision permit 
which will be used to cover any portion of these costs of an existing or planned capital project 
that will benefit or it attributable to the users of the development or to compensate the Town for 
any expenses it incurs as a result of construction. The fee may be levied for recoupment of costs 
for previously expended capital outlay for a capital project that will benefit the users of the 
development. 

4.1.5 "Mission Specific Equipment" is equipment necessary to the ability of each of the cost centers to 
provide those public services for which they are responsible including, but not limited to: "Fire 
Protection" meaning the prevention and extinguishment of fire, the protection of life and 
property from fire, and the enforcement of town, county and state fire codes; "Rescue" meaning 
what commonly is called "rescue", a service which generally includes the provision of basic life 
support, and the extrication of accident victims from entrapment; the meaning shall extend to 
support assistance in service in other agencies or authorities engaged in "rescue", but excludes 
maintenance and operations; "Road Equipment" meaning the acquisition of equipment including, 
but not limited to: equipment for plowing roads; equipment for sanding roads; equipment for 
grading roads; equipment for maintaining ditches, culverts, and drainage facilities; equipment for 
mowing; and equipment for maintaining easements, medians, shoulders, curbing and rights-of-
way, but excludes maintenance and operations; "General Government Equipment" meaning, 
computers and related equipment and software; copiers, ledgers, binding and storage for 
municipal records, and other necessary office equipment, but excludes maintenance and 
operations; "Educational Equipment" meaning furnishing, fixtures, computers, related computer 
equipment, software, tele-communications equipment, audio and visual assistance equipment, 
copiers and other office equipment but excludes maintenance and operations; "Library 
Equipment" meaning books in the traditional form as bound 'volumes', and in modern terms as 
provided for by a variety of media such as auditory books, microfilm, and audio-visual tape 
media, and the equipment necessary to store, retrieve and 'read' books in any form, but excludes 
maintenance and operations; "Park and Recreation Equipment" meaning docks, shelters, athletic 
fields, beaches, picnic facilities, bike paths, playground equipment, and equipment required for 
maintaining park and recreation facilities and equipment, but excludes maintenance and 
operations. 

4.1.6 "Municipal Land Use Permit" means a zoning, subdivision, site plan, or building permit or 
approval, any of which relate to land development that has received final approval from the 
applicable board, commission, or officer of the Town; final official minutes of a meeting that 
relate to a permit or approval described in this section that serve as the sole evidence of that 
permit or approval; and a certificate of occupancy, certificate of compliance, or similar certificate 
that relates to the permits or approvals described this section. 

117

Section 9. Item #G.



Town of Georgia 
Impact Fee Ordinance                                                                                      Approved 10 February 2025 

3 of 13 
 

4.1.7 A "Seasonal Dwelling Unit" is any structure, as defined in Section S(C) above, which is not 
occupied for more than seven (7) months in a calendar year and listed as a seasonal dwelling in 
the land records. 

5 Section Five: Imposition of impact Fees 

5.1.1 Any person who, after the effective date of this Ordinance, seeks to develop land within the Town 
by applying for: a Municipal Land Use Permit; or an improvement to land or building which may 
reasonably be expected to increase the demand for the public services provided by the cost 
centers is hereby required to pay impact fees for each cost center in the manner and amount set 
forth in this ordinance. 

5.1.2 No new Municipal Land Use Permit for any activity requiring payment of an impact fee pursuant 
to Section Seven of this ordinance shall be issued unless and until all impact fees hereby required 
have been paid. 

5.1.3 No extension of a Municipal Land Use Permit issued prior to the effective date of this ordinance 
for any activity requiring payment of an impact fee pursuant to Section Seven of this ordinance 
shall be granted unless and until all impact fees hereby required have been paid. 

6 Section Six: Computation of the Amount of the Impact Fee for Each of the Cost 
Centers 

6.1.1 The amount of the impact fee for each cost center shall be determined by the following fee 
schedule. 

6.2 FEE SCHEDULE DWELLING UNITS 
LAND USE TYPE (UNIT)    RATE  TOTAL FEE     

RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT   
FIRE AND PUBLIC SAFETY   
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING  $ 1,377.00 $ 1,377.00 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING  $ 1,377.00 $ 1,377.00 *#DUs 
MOBILE HOME DWELLING  $ 1,377.00 $ 1,377.00 

COHABITATIONAL AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DWELLINGS 
(NURSING HOME, YOUTH HOME, ETC.) $ 375.92 $ 375.92 *ZAO  

TOURIST DWELLING, 
BED & BREAKFAST, ETC.)  $ 375.92 $ 375.92 *ZAO  

 

RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT 
ROAD/HWY DEPARTMENT  
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING  $ 1,381.00 $ 1,381.00 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING  $ 1,381.00 $ 1,381.00 *#DUs 
MOBILE HOME DWELLING  $ 1,381.00 $ 1,381.00 

COHABITATIONAL AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DWELLINGS 
(NURSING HOME, YOUTH HOME, ETC.) $ 377.01 $ 377.01 *ZAO  

TOURIST DWELLING  
BED & BREAKFAST, ETC.)  $ 377.01 $ 377.01 *ZAO 
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LAND USE TYPE (UNIT)    RATE  TOTAL FEE     

RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT FACILITIES 
RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT 
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING  $ 602.00 $ 602.00 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING  $ 602.00 $ 602.00 *#DUs 
MOBILE HOME DWELLING  $ 602.00 $ 602.00 

COHABITATIONAL AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DWELLINGS 
(NURSING HOME, YOUTH HOME, ETC.) $ 164.35 $ 164.35*ZAO   

TOURIST DWELLING , 
BED & BREAKFAST, ETC.)  $ 164.35 $ 164.35*ZAO 

 
RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT 

LIBRARY  
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING  $ 544.00 $544.00 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING  $ 544.00 $544.00 *#DUs 
MOBILE HOME DWELLING  $ 544.00 $544.00  

COHABITATIONAL AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DWELLINGS 
(NURSING HOME, YOUTH HOME, ETC.) $148.51 $148.51 *ZAO  

TOURIST DWELLING  
BED & BREAKFAST, ETC.)  $148.51 $148.51 *ZAO  

 
RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING  $ 208.00 $ 208.00 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING  $ 208.00 $ 208.00 *#DUs 
MOBILE HOME DWELLING  $ 208.00 $ 208.00 

COHABITATIONAL AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DWELLINGS   
(NURSING HOME, YOUTH HOME, ETC.) $ 56.78   $ 56.78 *ZAO  

TOURIST DWELLING  
BED & BREAKFAST, ETC.)  $ 56.78  $ 56.78 *ZAO  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

119

Section 9. Item #G.



Town of Georgia 
Impact Fee Ordinance                                                                                      Approved 10 February 2025 

5 of 13 
 

 

LAND USE TYPE (UNIT)    RATE  TOTAL FEE     

RESIDENTIAL PER DWELLING UNIT 
EDUCATION 
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING  $1,100.00 $1,100.00 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING  $1,100.00 $1,100.00 *#DUs 
MOBILE HOME DWELLING  $1,100.00 $1,100.00  

COHABITATIONAL AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DWELLINGS  
(YOUTH HOME, ETC.)   $ 300.30 $ 300.30*ZAO 

TOURIST DWELLING BED & BREAKFAST, ETC.)  $ 300.30 $ 300.30 *ZAO 
 

NOTES: 
DUs = Dwelling Units 
ZAO = Zoning Allowable Occupants 
* = Multiply 
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6.2.1 If a Municipal Land Use Permit is requested for mixed uses, then the fee shall be determined 
through using the applicable schedule by apportioning the space committed to uses specified on 
the applicable schedule. 

6.2.2 For applications for an extension of a Municipal Land Use Permit or an extension of a Municipal 
Land 

6.2.3 Use Permit, the amount of the fee is the difference between that fee then applicable and any 
amount already paid pursuant to previous impact fee ordinances and/or decisions. 

6.2.4 If the type of development activity that a Municipal Land Use Permit is applied for is not specified 
on the applicable fee schedule, the Town's Administrator shall use the fee applicable to the most 
nearly comparable type of land use on the fee schedule. If the Town's Administrator determines 
that there is no comparable type of land use on the applicable fee schedule then the Town's 
Administrator shall determine the fee by applying the appropriate formula set forth in Section 
Seven (C) hereof. 

6.2.5 In the case of change of use, redevelopment, or expansion or modification of an existing use 
which requires the issuance of a Municipal Land Use Permit, the impact fee shall be based upon 
the net positive increase of the impact of the new use as compared to the previous use. 

6.2.6 Upon acceptance of an independent fee calculation study, the following formula shall be used by 
the Town's Administrator as appropriate to determine the impact fee per use of development: 

 
[Number of Occupants Allowable by Zoning Ordinance per Living Unit] * [Per Capita Fee] 

 
Or 

[Number of Dwelling Units] * [Fee Per Dwelling Unit] Note: A * means multiply. 

7  Section Seven: Payment of Fee 

7.1.1 The feepayer shall pay all of the impact fees required by this ordinance to the Town Zoning 
Administrator prior to the issuance of a Municipal Land Use Permit. No Municipal Land Use 
Permit will be issued without first receiving proof of payment of any required associated impact 
fee(s) from the Town Zoning Administrator. Payment shall be in two checks: one payable to the 
town impact fees and one payable to the School District for school impact fees. 

7.1.2 All town impact fees collected shall be properly identified as impact fees and promptly 
transferred for deposit in the appropriate Impact Fee Trust Fund to be accounted for separately 
for each cost center as determined in Section Nine of this ordinance and used solely for the 
purposes specified in this ordinance. 

7.1.3 All impact fees intended for the Town School District will go to the Town School District directly 
to avoid conflict with 16 V.S.A. §4029(b). 

8 Section Eight: Impact Fee Trust Funds Established for Town lmpact Fees 

8.1.1 There is hereby established an Impact Fee Trust Fund for Town Impact Fees. 

8.1.2 There are hereby established five (5) separate accounts within the Impact Fee Trust Fund, one 
account for each of the town's cost centers as identified in Section One of this Ordinance. 
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8.1.3 At least once each fiscal year the Town's Administrator and/or Treasurer shall report to the 
Capital Budget Committee and/or the Selectboard the fund balance for each of the accounts in 
the Impact Fee Trust Fund, including any accrued interest. 

8.1.4 Funds withdrawn from these accounts must be used in accordance with the provisions of 
Section Ten of this Ordinance. 

8.1.5 Impact fees collected pursuant to this ordinance shall be placed by the Town Treasurer in 
separate interest-bearing accounts for each type of impact fee established. 

8.1.6 The Town Treasurer shall maintain a register for each account indicating the date of payment of 
each fee, the amount paid, and the name of the fee payer. 

8.1.7 The Town Treasurer shall prepare an annual accounting of all fees paid into and withdrawn from 
each account, showing the source and amounts collected, and the amounts expended and the 
projects for which such expenditures were made. 

9 Section Nine: Use of Funds 

9.1.1 The Selectboard hereby agrees to ensure proper use of the funds collected pursuant to this 
ordinance. 

9.1.2 At least once each fiscal period each of the cost centers, through the Capital Budget Committee 
and/or the Town's Administrator, shall present to the Selectboard proposed capital 
improvements for the cost center, assigning funds, including any accrued interest, from the 
appropriate account within the Impact Fee Trust Fund for specific capital improvement projects. 
Monies, including any accrued interest, not assigned in any fiscal period shall be retained in the 
appropriate account in the Impact Fee Trust Fund until the next fiscal period except as provided 
by the refund provisions of this ordinance. 

9.1.3 Impact fees collected for each of the cost centers shall be used solely for the purpose of acquiring 
and/or making capital improvements to capital projects owned and/or controlled by the Town. 

9.1.4 Funds shall be used exclusively for acquisitions, expansions, or capital improvements as defined in 
Section Five for each of the respective cost centers, identified in Section One, for which the funds 
were collected. Funds shall be expended in the order in which they are collected. 

9.1.5 In the event that bonds or similar debt instruments are or have been issued for advanced 
provision of capital facilities or equipment for which impact fees may be expended, impact fees 
may be used to pay debt service on such bonds or similar debt instruments to the extent that the 
facilities provided are of the type described in paragraphs C and D above. 

9.1.6 Funds may be used to provide refunds as described in Section Eleven. 

10 Section Ten: Refund of Fees Paid 

10.1.1 If a Municipal Land Use Permit expires without commencement of construction, then the 
feepayer shall be entitled to a refund without interest, of the impact fee paid as a condition for its 
issuance. Any accrued interest will be retained by the Town to offset administrative costs. The 
feepayer must apply for such a refund with a receipt for payment of impact fees to the Town 
Administrator and Treasurer of the Town within thirty (30) days of the expiration of the permit. A 
feepayer who receives a refund under this provision shall not commence construction of the land 
development for which the refund was made without having again paying the required impact 
fee and obtaining a new Municipal Land Use Permit. 
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10.1.2 If the Town does not expend an impact fee within six (6) years of the date it is paid then the 
owner of the property at the expiration of the six-year (6) period for which the fee was paid may 
receive a refund of the fee with any interest that has accrued and minus any associated 
administrative costs, provided that such application is made to the Treasurer of the Town within 
one (1) year of the expiration of the six year period. 

10.1.3 A refund shall be granted under Section (A) or Section (B) above upon written request. The 
original receipt issued by the Town for the fees paid shall be presumptive proof of entitlement to 
the refund under the above provisions. 

11 Section Eleven: Exemptions, Credits and Discounts 

11.1 Exemptions 
11.1.1 The following shall be exempted from payment of one or all impact fees as appropriate: 

11.1.1.1 Alterations or expansion of an existing building where no additional residential units are created 
and where the use is not changed. 

11.1.1.2 The replacement of a destroyed or partially destroyed building or structure, as defined by this 
ordinance, with a new building or structure of the same size, and same footprint of existing 
structure and use so long as such improvement takes place within twelve (12) months of its 
destruction, abandonment, or disuse. 

11.1.1.3 The installation of a replacement mobile home on a lot or other such site when impact fees for 
such mobile home site has previously been paid pursuant to this ordinance or where a mobile 
home legally existed on such a site on or prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

11.1.1.4 The construction of any non-residential building or structure or the installation of a non-
residential mobile home. 

11.1.2 Any claim of exemption must be made no later than the time of application for a Municipal Land 
Use Permit. Any claim not so made shall be deemed waived. 

11.1.3 Multi-tenant housing for elderly person(s)-exempt from school impact fees. 
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11.2 Credits 
11.2.1 Land and/or capital improvements for any cost center may be offered by the feepayer as total or 

partial payment of the required impact fee for that cost center. The offer must specifically 
request or provide for an impact fee credit for each and every cost center for which the feepayer 
proposes to provide improvements. If the Town's Administrator receives such offers and the 
offer(s) is (are) approved by the Selectboard such offer(s) whether the acceptance is before or 
after the effective date of this ordinance, the credit shall be determined and provided in the 
following manner: 

11.2.1.1 Credit for the dedication of land shall be valued at: (i) 100% of the most recent assessed value 
by the Town  Assessor or Listers, or (ii) by such other appropriate method as the Selectboard of 
the Town may have accepted prior to the effective date of this ordinance for the particular cost 
center(s) in question(s), or (iii) by fair market value established by private appraisers acceptable 
to the Town. Credit for the dedication of land shall be provided when the property has been 
conveyed at no charge to, and accepted by, the Town in a manner satisfactory to the 
Selectboard of the Town. 

11.2.1.2 Applicants for credit for construction of facilities or improvements to existing facilities for a cost 
center shall submit acceptable engineering drawings and specifications, and construction cost 
estimates to the Town's Administrator. The Town’s Administrator shall determine credit for 
construction based upon either these costs estimates or upon alternative engineering criteria 
and construction cost estimates if the Town's Administrator determines that such estimates 
submitted by the applicants are either unreliable or inaccurate. The Town's Administrator shall 
upon the approval of the Selectboard provide the applicant with a letter or certificate setting 
forth the dollar amount of the credit, the reason for the credit, and the legal description for the 
credit, and the legal description or other adequate description of the project or development to 
which the credit may be applied. The applicant must sign and date a duplicate copy of such 
letters or ce1iificate indicating his/her agreement to the terms of the letter or certificate and 
return such signed document to the Town's Administrator before credit will be given. The 
failures of the applicant to sign, date, and return such document within sixty (60) days shall 
nullify the credit. 

11.2.1.3 Applicants for credit for non-site-related equipment and/or associated facilities and 
improvements to facilities shall provide model specifications, cost estimates and any other 
identifying information to the Town's Administrator. The Town's Administrator shall determine 
credit for each cost center's equipment and/or associated facilities and improvements to 
facilities based upon either these cost estimates or upon alternative cost estimates if the 
Town's Administrator determines that such estimates submitted by the applicant are either 
unreliable or inaccurate. The Town's Administrator shall provide the applicant with a letter or 
certificate setting forth the dollar amount of the credit, reasons for the credit, and the legal 
description or other adequate description of the equipment or facilities. The applicant must sign 
and date a duplicate copy of such letter or certificate indicating his/her agreement to the terms 
of the letter or certificate and return such signed document to the Town's Administrator before 
credit will be given. The failure of the applicant to sign, date and return such document within 
sixty (60) days shall nullify the credit. 
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11.2.1.4 Except as provided in subparagraph (e), credit against impact fees otherwise due will not be 
provided until: (i) the construction is completed and accepted by the Town, or (ii) a title, deed, 
or other appropriate document of ownership is properly conveyed to the Town, or (iii) a 
suitable maintenance and warranty bond is received and approved by the Selectboard when 
applicable. 

11.2.1.5 Credit may be provided before completion of specified capital project if adequate assurances 
are given by the applicant that the standards set out in Subparagraph (c) will be met and if the 
feepayer security as provided below for the costs of such capital project. Security in the form of 
a performance bond, irrevocable letter of credit or escrow agreement shall be posted with and 
approved by the Clerk of the Courts of Franklin County in an amount determined by the Town's 
Administrator. If the capital project will not be constructed within one year of the acceptance of 
the offer by the Town's Administrator, the amount of security shall be increased by ten percent 
(10 %) compounded, for each year of the life of the security. The security shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Selectboard prior to acceptance of the security by the Clerk. If the capital 
project is not to be completed within the year of the date of the feepayer’s offer, the 
Selectboard must approve the capital project and its scheduled completion date prior to the 
acceptance of the offer by the Town's Administrator. 

11.2.2 Any claim for credit must be made no later than the time of application for a Municipal Land Use 
Permit. Any claims not so made shall be deemed waived. 

11.2.3 Credits shall not be transferable from one project or development to another without the 
approval of the Selectboard. 

11.2.4 There shall be no credit given for improvements or construction outside of the Town against fees 
due hereunder. 

11.3 Discounts 
11.3.1 Special Provision Permitting the Discounting of Impact Fees for Affordable Housing: 

11.3.1.1 Special Provision Permitting The Discounting of Impact Fees For Affordable Housing: (1) 
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4302(b)(l 1) and 24 V.S.A. § 5205, the Selectboard may grant a partial or 
total discount of the impact fee(s) to a new development provided the developer: 

11.3.1.2 makes a specific request for such a discount subject to the provisions contained in Subsection B, 
Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of this Section. 

11.3.1.3 Provides evidence that new development shall not exceed the eligibility criteria established by 
the Vermont Housing Finance Agency for affordability of housing in Franklin County. 

11.3.1.4 Provides a written guarantee that any and all new development granted a discount of the 
impact fees shall be offered in the market such that it meets all eligibility criteria established by 
the Vermont Housing Finance Agency for affordability of housing in Franklin County. 

12 Section Twelve: Conversions and Accessory Dwelling Units 

12.1.1 The impact fee for a dwelling unit upon conversion from seasonal to year-round shall be imposed 
in the amount of the difference between the year-round dwelling fee and the seasonal dwelling 
unit fee. 

12.1.2 The impact fee for an accessory dwelling unit shall be imposed in the amount of the year-round 
dwelling unit fee. 
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13 Section Thirteen: Appeals 

13.1.1 Any individual or entity required to pay an impact fee under this ordinance may challenge the 
imposition of such fee, or the amount of the fee, by filing a written notice of appeal with the 
Town Clerk, which appeal shall not be filed later than thirty (30) days after written notification of 
the impact fee imposed on the development. Said notice of appeal shall state the basis of the 
appellant's challenge to the fee. Within sixty (60) days of the filing of a notice of appeal, the 
Selectboard shall hold a public hearing to receive oral and written evidence and argument from 
the appellant and Town representatives. Within forty- five (45) days after the conclusion of the 
hearing, the Selectboard shall notify the appellant of its decision in writing. 

14 Section Fourteen: Violations 

14.1.1 A violation of this ordinance shall be a civil matter enforced in the Vermont Judicial Bureau or in 
the Vermont Superior Court by the Town's Administrator in accordance with the provisions of 24 
V.S.A. §§ 1974a and 1977, et seq. 

14.1.2 A civil penalty of not more than $800.00 per violation may be imposed for violation of this 
ordinance. Each day that the violation continues shall constitute a separate violation of this 
ordinance. 

14.1.3 Violations enforced in the Judicial Bureau shall be in accordance with the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 
§§ 1974a and 1977, et seq. For purposes of enforcement in the Judicial Bureau, the Town's 
Administrator shall be the designated enforcement officer(s). The Town's Administrator shall 
issue tickets and may be the appearing officer at any hearing. 

14.1.4 Violations enforced in the Superior Court shall be in accordance with the Vermont Rules of Civil 
Procedure. The Town may pursue all appropriate injunctive relief. 

15 Section Fifteen: Severability 

15.1.1 If any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, 
distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions thereof. 

16 Section Sixteen: Other Laws 

16.1.1 This ordinance is in addition to all other ordinances of the Town and all applicable laws of the 
State of Vermont. The ordinance adopted herein replaces all prior ordinances and/or decisions 
relating to impact fees adopted or imposed by the Town or other growth regulations as of the 
effective date per Section Nineteen. 

17 Section Seventeen: Effective Date 

17.1.1 This ordinance shall become effective sixty (60) days after its adoption by the Selectboard. If a 
petition is filed under 24 V.S.A. § 1973, that statute shall govern the taking effect of this 
ordinance. 

Amended this ___ day of _______________, 20___. 
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SIGNATURES OF GOVERNING BODY 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

Carl Rosenquist – Chair     Brian Dunsmore-Board Member 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

Kristina Senna– Board Member    Paul Jansen – Board Member 

 

17.2 Adoption History 
17.2.1 Agenda item at regular selectboard meeting held on February 10, 2025. 

17.2.2 Read and approved at selectboard meeting on February 10, 2025 and entered in the minutes of 
that meeting which were approved on February 24, 2025. 

17.2.3 Posted in public places on February 14, 2025. 

17.2.4 Notice of adoption published in the St. Albans Messenger newspaper on February 14, 2025 with 
a notice of the right to petition. 

17.2.5 Other actions [petitions, etc.] 
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