
 

TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, September 06, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

Fulton Council Chambers, 201 N. 7th Street 

AGENDA 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – U.S. Flag and Texas Flag 

OBSERVE A MOMENT OF SILENCE/PRAYER 

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD (PUBLIC FORUM) 

Public participation is valued and at this time, comments limited to three (3) minutes will be taken from 

persons who have signed the Speaker’s Card located on the table inside the Council Chambers and 

delivered to the City Secretary before the meeting begins.  Written comments received by submission to 

the City Secretary in person or emailed to citysec@fultontexas.org by 3:00 p.m. on the day of the 

meeting, on any subject matter that is not on the agenda, will be read and summarized in the minutes of 

the meeting.  Persons wishing to address the Council and who have registered using the Speaker’s Card 

will have up to three (3) minutes to speak.  In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Council may not 

discuss or take action on any item that has not been posted on the agenda.  While civil public criticism is 

not prohibited; disorderly conduct or disturbance of the peace as prohibited by law shall be cause for 

the chair to terminate the offender’s time to speak. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent agenda items listed are considered to be routine by the Town Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council Member so requests, in 

which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on 

the agenda. 

1. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove minutes of the Regular Town Council Meeting held on August 

16, 2023. 

2. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove May and June 2023 financial reports. 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

3. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove recommendation for approval of banking services contract to 

begin October 1, 2023. 

4. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove award of banking services contract to recommended entity to 

begin October 1, 2023. 

5. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for Tax Assessment and 

Collection of Property Tax in 2023-2024 Between County of Aransas, Texas, and The Town of 

Fulton, Texas. 
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6. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove the proposed 2023 Fiscal Year Tax Rate of 0.266875/$100. 

7. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove scheduling a Public Hearing on the proposed 2023 – 2024 

Budget and 2023 Fiscal Year Tax Rate:  September 18, 2023. 

8. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove the time and date to adopt the Fiscal Year 2023 – 2024 Budget 

and Fiscal Year 2023 Tax Rate:  September 18, 2023. 

CLOSED SESSION 

The Town Council may elect to go into closed session pursuant to Chapter 551, Government Code on any 

Agenda item where appropriate and particularly Sections 551.071 (consultation with attorney) and 

551.074 (personnel matters), Government Code.   

OPEN SESSION 

Discuss/Approve/Disapprove any and all action necessary with regard to the preceding matter(s).  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

9. Mayor's Update. 

10. The next Public Hearing and Regular Fulton Town Council Meeting will be held Monday, 

September 18, 2023, beginning at 6:00 pm. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - PUBLIC NOTICE is given that the Town Council may elect to go into 

executive session at any time during the meeting in order to discuss any matters listed on the agenda 

when authorized by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code.  If the Council elects 

to go into executive session regarding an agenda item, the section or sections of the Open Meetings Act 

authorizing the executive session will be publicly announced by the Mayor.  The Council may deliberate 

and take action in open session on any issue that may be discussed in executive session. 

ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE 

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 

accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting. Please contact the 

City Secretary’s office at 361/729-5533 or by email at citysec@fultontexas.org for further 

information.  Braille Is Not Available.  The Town of Fulton reserves the right to convene into Closed 

Session under Government Code 551.071-551.074 and 551-086. 

CERTIFICATION 

I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted at Town Hall, 201 N. Seventh Street, Fulton, Texas, 

on Friday, September 1, 2023, at 4:00 p.m., and at the U.S. Post Office located at 301 Cactus Street, 

Fulton, Texas.  I further certify that the following News Media were properly notified of this meeting as 

stated above: The Rockport Pilot. 

/S/ Stephanie Garcia, City Secretary 
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TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, August 16, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

Fulton Council Chambers, 201 N. 7th Street 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

PRESENT 

Mayor Kelli Cole 

Mayor Pro Tem Robert Loflin 

Place 2 Chris Garis 

Place 3 MaryAnn Pahmiyer 

Place 4 Margo Nielsen 

Place 5 Laura McCorkle 

 

STAFF PRSENT 

Stephanie Garcia, City Secretary 

Matt Olenick, Director of Operations 

Steven Robertson, Comptroller 

Johnny Davis, Building Official 

Hal George, Town Attorney 

Ty Gerstenberger, Police Chief 

 Mayor Cole called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – U.S. Flag and Texas Flag 

Mayor Cole led everyone in the pledges. 

OBSERVE A MOMENT OF SILENCE/PRAYER 

Mayor Cole led everyone in a moment of silence. 

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD (PUBLIC FORUM) 

Public participation is valued and at this time, comments limited to three (3) minutes will be taken from 

persons who have signed the Speaker’s Card located on the table inside the Council Chambers and 

delivered to the City Secretary before the meeting begins.  Written comments received by submission to 

the City Secretary in person or emailed to citysec@fultontexas.org by 3:00 p.m. on the day of the 

meeting, on any subject matter that is not on the agenda, will be read and summarized in the minutes of 

the meeting.  Persons wishing to address the Council and who have registered using the Speaker’s Card 

will have up to three (3) minutes to speak.  In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Council may not 

discuss or take action on any item that has not been posted on the agenda.  While civil public criticism is 

not prohibited; disorderly conduct or disturbance of the peace as prohibited by law shall be cause for 

the chair to terminate the offender’s time to speak. 
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Mary Clare Kane:  Mrs. Kane introduced herself and referenced last Saturday’s paper regarding the 

utility rate increase with the City of Rockport.  She gave examples of the increase in fees.  Mrs. Kane 

asked that the Fulton Mayor and Council take steps to stop the increase.  She further discussed her 

feelings on the increases. 

Toby Kernan:  Mr. Kernan discussed his feelings regarding the utility rate increase from the City of 

Rockport.  He asked for the Town to help with the stopping of the increases.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent agenda items listed are considered to be routine by the Town Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council Member so requests, in 

which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on 

the agenda. 

1. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove minutes of the Special Budget Workshop Meeting held on 

August 7, 2023. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Seconded by Place 4 Nielsen to approve the Consent 

Agenda item as presented. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

2. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove a Resolution authorizing the publication of delinquent 

taxpayers’ names in local newspapers in September 2023. 

Mayor Cole read the item description and referenced the information provided by Linebarger 

Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP.  There were no questions from the Council. 

Motion made by Place 3 Pahmiyer, Seconded by Place 5 McCorkle. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

 

3. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove request by Phil Salemi for a five (5) foot variance on the rear 

and side boundary lines of 1008 Dehausa. 

Mayor Cole read the item description and asked Phil Salemi to elaborate on the request.  Mr. 

Salemi discussed the reason for the request of the variance.    Alderwoman McCorkle 

mentioned her concerns and inquiries to Mr. Salemi regarding the use of the property in the 

future and what would be built on the property.  Mr. Salemi answered her questions and gave 

further details.   

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Seconded by Place 5 McCorkle. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 
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4. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove a three percent (3%) raise for the Town of Fulton employees in 

Fiscal Year 2023 - 2024. 

Mayor Cole read the item description and noted this is a cost-of-living adjustment.  There were 

no questions from the Council.  

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Seconded by Place 4 Nielsen. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

 

5. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove Engagement Letter - Single Audit with Belt Harris Pechacek for 

the year ending September 31, 2023. 

Mayor Cole read the item description and noted that this is an annual occurrence.   

Motion made by Place 5 McCorkle, Seconded by Place 2 Garis. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

 

6. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove hiring of a Chief of Police for the Town of Fulton Police 

Department. 

Mayor Cole read the item description.  There were no questions from the Council. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Seconded by Place 2 Garis. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

 

7. Discuss/Approve/Disapprove hiring of a police officer for the Town of Fulton Police 

Department. 

Mayor Cole read the item description and noted that the hiring is to bring the Fulton Police 

Department back to a two-man department.   

Motion made by Place 5 McCorkle, Seconded by Place 3 Pahmiyer. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

The Town Council may elect to go into closed session pursuant to Chapter 551, Government Code on any 

Agenda item where appropriate and particularly Sections 551.071 (consultation with attorney) and 

551.074 (personnel matters), Government Code.   

Council did not convene into Closed Session. 
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OPEN SESSION 

Discuss/Approve/Disapprove any and all action necessary with regard to the preceding matter(s).  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

8. Mayor's Update. 

Maintenance:  Mayor Cole noted that the school year has begun and our maintenance 

department along with the police department have helped with the car lines.  Matt Olenick, 

Director of Operations discussed the necessity for the new pick up and drop off route for Fulton 

Learning Center.  Mayor Cole also noted that the work on Prairie Road is in the beginning 

stages and the larger project will be focusing on Myrtle Street.. 

Administration:  A new administrative assistant will start on August 28, 2023. 

Fulton Convention Center: The new outdoor signs will be up soon. 

Police Dept.:  Officer Gerstenberger thanked everyone for appointing him Interim and 

introduced his family.  He reviewed calls, recent warrants, and referenced a stolen golf 

cart.  Officer Gerstenberger noted that Rockport Police Department has been helping, they are 

gifting the Town a 2018 Tahoe, and will be helping implement a report writing 

software.  Lastly, he mentioned that  code enforcement issues on Mesquite Street will be 

looked into. 

9. The next Regular Fulton Town Council Meeting will be held Wednesday, September 6, 

2023, beginning at 6:00 pm. 

Mayor Cole announced the next meeting date and time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mayor Cole entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Seconded by Place 2 Garis to adjourn the meeting. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Pro Tem Loflin, Place 2 Garis, Place 3 Pahmiyer, Place 4 Nielsen, Place 5 

McCorkle 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 

 

  

                                                                           ____________________________________  

                   Kelli Cole, Mayor 

  

____________________________________ 

Stephanie Garcia, City Secretary 
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To:   Fulton Town Council 

From:  Kelli Cole, Mayor 

Date:  August 30, 2023 

Subject:  Recommendation for Banking Services Contract Award 

 

In response to the Town of Fulton’s request for proposals to provide banking 

services, our evaluation committee received and reviewed bids from Prosperity 

Bank and American Bank. 

 

1. Safety and Creditworthiness: While both banks presented their credentials, 

American Bank exhibited a stronger position in this criterion. 

2. Experience and Service Availability: Both banks demonstrated 

commendable experience and service capabilities, meeting our Town’s 

needs. 

3. Cost of Services: The cost structures presented by both banks are closely 

comparable, indicating minimal difference in their service charges. 

4. Interest Rates: Prosperity Bank proposes a lower interest rate on checking 

accounts, whereas American Bank’s rate structure suggests potentially 

higher returns. Notably, based on our June bank statements, interest earned 

with American Bank would be around $1,500. 

After careful deliberation on all factors, the substantial interest earning potential, 

combined with the absence of bank fees, underscores American Bank’s advantage. 

 

Given the priorities of the Town of Fulton and the committee’s assessment of both 

bids, I recommend that we award the banking services contract to American Bank. 

Their proposal most closely aligns with the town's financial stability, interest 

returns, and overall operational interests. 

 

Respectfully, 

Kelli Cole, Mayor 
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INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR TAX ASSESSMENT AND 

COLLECTION OF PROPERTY TAX IN 2023-2024 

BETWEEN COUNTY OF ARANSAS, TEXAS, AND  

THE TOWN OF FULTON, TEXAS 

 

This INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and 

entered into by and between the COUNTY OF ARANSAS, TEXAS, with the agreement, consent, 

and participation of the Aransas County Tax Assessor-Collector (singularly or collectively referred 

to as “COUNTY” or “COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR”) and the TOWN OF 

FULTON (hereinafter called “TOWN”), each a political Subdivision of the State of Texas, each 

acting by and through its duly elected officials, under the terms, authority, and provisions of 

Chapter 791 of the Government Code of the State of Texas and Section 6.24 of the Texas Property 

Tax Code, which authorizes such agreements.   

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code authorizes local governments of 

the State to enter into contracts for governmental functions and services to increase efficiency and 

effectiveness; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the COUNTY and TOWN are local government entities as defined in 

§791.003 of the Texas Government Code and are authorized to enter into this Agreement by the 

action of their respective governing bodies in the manner prescribed by law; and, 

 

WHEREAS, TOWN shall make the payments provided for in this Agreement from current 

funds available to TOWN; and,  

 

WHEREAS, TOWN desires to authorize the COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR 

to act as the Tax Assessor/Collector for TOWN, for ad valorem tax purposes, as herein provided, 

for Aransas County properties within TOWN’S jurisdiction. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the recitals and mutual covenants and agreements 

stated herein, COUNTY and TOWN agree to the following: 

 

1.       Purpose.   The purpose of this Agreement is for the Parties to establish the terms and 

conditions under which COUNTY will provide tax assessment and collection services for TOWN. 

For the purposes of this Agreement, the terms “assessment” and “collection” shall mean all steps 

necessary to effect such functions including, but not limited to the calculation of tax, preparation 

of current and delinquent tax rolls, pro-ration of taxes, correction of clerical errors in tax rolls, 

collection of current liabilities, collection of delinquent taxes; and calculation of an effective tax 

rate required by §26.04 of the Texas Property Tax Code. 

 

2.       Term.   This AGREEMENT by and between COUNTY and TOWN shall be in effect from 

September 1, 2023 through August 31, 2024.   

 

3.       Notice of Termination of Agreement for Next Fiscal Year. Should TOWN elect not to 

continue with an Assessment and Collection Agreement with COUNTY for the following fiscal 

year beginning September 1, 2024, TOWN agrees to provide four (4) months’ written notice to 

COUNTY, prior to the end of this Agreement, so as to prevent expenditures for the upcoming 

fiscal year. 
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4.       COUNTY’S Designee.   COUNTY hereby designates the COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-

COLLECTOR to act on behalf of COUNTY and to serve as the liaison between COUNTY and 

TOWN.  COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR and/or her designee shall ensure the 

performance of all duties and obligations of COUNTY under the terms of this Agreement.   

 

5.       TOWN Authorizes COUNTY to Perform Duties.   By entering into this Agreement, TOWN 

expressly authorizes COUNTY to perform all acts necessary for tax assessment and collection for 

TOWN. 

 

6.       Compensation to COUNTY.   TOWN shall reimburse COUNTY for the actual cost of 

providing services under this Agreement from TOWN’S current revenues for the fiscal year 

beginning September 1, 2023 and ending August 31, 2024.  Because actual costs cannot be 

determined at this time, TOWN shall pay COUNTY One Thousand Nine Hundred Seventeen 

Dollars and Forty-Six Cents ($1,917.46) as an operating budget for the described fiscal year no 

later than January 15, 2024. 

  
7.       Duties of the COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR: 

 

a. Tax Statements.   COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR shall prepare and mail all 

tax statements, provide necessary collection reports to TOWN, prepare tax certificates, 

develop and maintain both current and delinquent tax rolls and such other records and 

forms as are necessary or required by law or State rules and regulations. 

 

b. Monthly Reports to TOWN.   COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR will submit a 

monthly status report to TOWN, in the format preferred by its governing body, at least 

eight (8) days prior to a regular meeting of its governing body (such schedule to be provided 

by TOWN). 

 

c. Information shall be Available.   COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR undertakes 

and agrees to make available to TOWN full information about the tax collection operation 

of COUNTY, and to promptly furnish written reports reasonably necessary to keep TOWN 

advised of all relevant financial information affecting it.   

 

d. Collection of Delinquent Taxes.   COUNTY may contract with legal counsel for the 

collection of delinquent taxes. 

 

e. Bond.   COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR will agree to sign a bond, conditional 

on faithful performance of duties, payable to TOWN.  Said bond will be ordered by, 

approved by, and paid by TOWN in an amount determined by TOWN, as stated in Texas 

Property Tax Code 6.29(b). 

 

f. Payments of Taxes to TOWN; Deposits.   COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR shall 

make payment of taxes collected on behalf of TOWN into such bank account/s selected by 

TOWN.  Such payment shall be made on a daily basis, except for electronic payments (e.g. 

credit cards and e-checks).  Electronic payments are not available for several days after the 

payment is posted; therefore, no tax collected by electronic payment shall be deposited 

until the electronic payment has been irrevocably deposited into the COUNTY TAX 

ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR’S tax account maintained for the purpose.  A “deposit of tax 
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money” itemization form will be completed to show the distribution of money collected.  

This itemization will be forwarded to TOWN after each deposit.  COUNTY TAX 

ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR shall have no access to the tax money once deposited to 

TOWN’S bank account(s).  Collections for TOWN shall be deposited into two (2) accounts 

as follows: 

 

Maintenance & Operation funds shall be deposited to account ending in 88-9  

1st Community Bank, Rockport, TX 

 

Delinquent tax funds previously belonging to the County Education Fund will also be 

deposited into this account. 

 

Interest & Sinking funds shall be deposited to account ending in 87-0 

1st Community Bank, Rockport, TX 

 

g. Refunds due to Property Tax Code.   Refunds resulting from corrections to the appraisal 

rolls, pursuant to §26.15 of the Property Tax Code, such as homestead exemptions, over 

65 exemptions, disabled exemptions, clerical errors and court-ordered value changes, shall 

not be submitted for approval to TOWN.  COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR 

shall refund the property owner the difference between the tax paid and the tax legally due.  

All refunds will be held from TOWN’S deposits, and an itemized list of all refunds, with 

pertinent data, will be submitted with the deposit record. 

 

h. Reviewing of Refund Requests; Processing Refunds over $2,500.00.   Pursuant to §31.11 

of the Property Tax Code, refund requests will be submitted to the Aransas County Auditor 

to determine if payment was excessive or erroneous.  If County Auditor determines 

payment was excessive or erroneous, COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR shall 

refund the amount of the overpayment or erroneous payment from available current tax 

collections.  However, if the total of refund amount exceeds $2,500.00, COUNTY TAX 

ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR shall submit a refund request to the Aransas County 

Commissioner’s Court for their determination of an excessive or erroneous payment and 

approval prior to processing refund.   

 

i. COUNTY ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR’S Records will be Available to TOWN.     Upon 

receipt of at least forty-eight (48) hours of written notice, the COUNTY agrees to allow 

TOWN access to tax records related to TOWN in its possession.  COUNTY is not 

responsible for paying for any expenses associated with TOWN’S efforts to audit, 

duplicate, archive, or store records. 

 

8.       Duties of TOWN: 

 

a. Collection of Delinquent Taxes.   TOWN hereby agrees and expressly authorizes COUNTY 

to contract with private legal counsel for the collection of delinquent taxes, and COUNTY 

agrees to review proposed counsel with TOWN before such contract is let.  TOWN further 

agrees that such fee, as is allowed by law and provided in the contract with private legal 

counsel, will be paid from delinquent tax collections for TOWN.   

 

b. Operating Budget Payments.   TOWN shall remit operating budget payments to COUNTY 

as described above. 

10

Item 5.



2023-2024 Agreement 

Town of Fulton 

Page 4 of 7 

 

 

c. Actual Cost Payments.   In the event that the actual costs of the services exceed the 

operating budget payments, TOWN will remit the additional payment within thirty (30) 

days of receiving an invoice from COUNTY, provided that such invoice is due to cost 

overruns. 

 

d. Additional Costs due to Changes.   TOWN is responsible for payment of the actual costs 

of any necessary re-mailing of tax notices when such re-mailing is necessary because of 

changes made by TOWN in its tax rate or allowable discount provisions. 

 

e. Additional Costs Due to Rollbacks or Other Modifications.   TOWN agrees to pay the cost 

of reprocessing and mailing tax notices if TOWN suffers a rollback or other modification 

of its tax rate as provided in Section 26.08 of Texas Property Tax Code, or any other 

necessary modifications, resulting from law changes made by the Texas Legislature.   

 

f. Bond.   TOWN will order, approve, and pay for a bond in an amount determined by TOWN 

to be sufficient, as stated in Texas Property Tax Code 6.29(b), to ensure the faithful 

performance of duties by the COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR. 

 

g. Payments of Taxes to TOWN; Deposits.   TOWN will immediately notify COUNTY if 

there is change to a deposit account that requires action. 

 

h. Returned Payments to COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR.   TOWN acknowledges 

that COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR is paying out funds on a daily basis based 

upon payments to COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR, which is usually received 

in the form of a personal or business check and not in the form of a cashier’s check.  In the 

event that any check is returned by COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR’S 

depository for any reason whatsoever including, but not limited to, insufficient funds, 

forgery, refer to maker, account closed, or any other reason, TOWN shall IMMEDIATELY 

REFUND to COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR the amount of the deposit 

represented by the returned check.  In the event a tax payment deposited to TOWN’S 

account, whose source was by credit card or other electronic payment, is disputed, 

canceled, refuted, or withdrawn by any person, firm, or entity, for any reason whatsoever, 

TOWN shall IMMEDIATELY REFUND such payment to COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-

COLLECTOR. 

 

i. Notices, Hearings, Publication, and other Requirements.   TOWN shall remain responsible 

for all notices, hearings, publications, and other requirements under the law related to its 

taxing activities. 

 

j. Records.   TOWN shall promptly deliver records to COUNTY upon request and shall fully 

cooperate in furnishing or locating any other information or records COUNTY needs to 

perform its duties under this Agreement. 

 

9.       Indemnification and Tort Claim Act:    

 

a. To the extent allowed by law, the COUNTY agrees to promptly defend, indemnify, and 

hold TOWN harmless from and against any and all claims, demands, suits, causes of action, 

and judgments for (a) damages to the loss of property of any person; and or (b) the death, 
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bodily injury, illness, disease, loss of services, or loss of income or wages to any person, 

arising out of or incident to, concerning or resulting from, the negligent or willful act or 

omission of the COUNTY, its agents, officers, and/or employees in the performance of 

duties pursuant to this Agreement. 

 

b. To the extent allowed by law, the TOWN agrees to promptly defend, indemnify, and hold 

the COUNTY harmless from and against any and all claims, demands, suits, causes of 

action, and judgments for (a) damages to the loss of property of any person; and or (b) the 

death, bodily injury, illness, disease, loss of services, or loss of income or wages to any 

person, arising out of or incident to, concerning or resulting from, the negligent or willful 

act or omission of the TOWN, its agents, officers, and/or employees in the performance of 

duties pursuant to this Agreement. 

 

c. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to waive, partially or in full, any immunities 

the Parties may have under the Texas Tort Claim Act or other laws. 

 

10.      Equipment and Personnel.   During the time mutual aid is being furnished, all equipment 

used by the Party rendering aid shall continue to be owned, leased, or rented by the Party rendering 

aid.  Once equipment, personnel, or other resources of a Party rendering aid are in the service of 

the requesting Party in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, such personnel and equipment 

shall be deemed to be employed or used, as the case may be, in the full line and cause of duty of 

the Party requesting aid.  In addition, such personnel shall be deemed to be engaged in work for 

the employing entity and performing a governmental function.  

 

11.      Expending Funds.   Each Party performing services or furnishing aid pursuant to this 

Agreement shall do so with funds available from current revenues of the Party.  No Party shall 

have any liability for the failure to expend funds or to incur costs to provide aid hereunder.  

 

12.      Non-Discrimination.   The Parties covenant that (1) no person shall be excluded from 

participation in, denied the benefit of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination under the terms of 

this Agreement on the ground of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin; and (2) in 

carrying out the terms and conditions of this Agreement, no person shall be subjected to 

discrimination on the grounds of race, color, age, sex, handicap, or national origin. 

 

13.      Integration and Amendments.   This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between 

the Parties and may not be amended, altered, modified, or changed in any way, except in writing 

that is signed by the Parties, which specifically references this Agreement.  There are no other 

agreements, representations, warranties, whether oral or written, regarding the subject matter of 

this Agreement.  Any amendment to this Agreement shall be attached to this Agreement and all of 

the terms herein that are not specifically address in the amendment shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

 

14.      Severability.   If any one or more of the sections, sentences, clauses, or parts of this 

Agreement be held invalid for any reason, the invalidity of such section, sentence, clause, or part 

shall not affect nor prejudice the applicability and validity of any other provision of this 

Agreement. 

 

15.      Validity and Enforceability.   If any current or future legal limitations or requirements from 

a federal or State government with jurisdiction over the Parties affect the validity or enforceability 
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of a provision of this Agreement, then this Agreement shall be deemed amended to the minimum 

extent necessary to bring this Agreement into conformity with the requirements or limitations, and 

so modified, this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect.  

 

16.      No Third Party Beneficiaries.   Nothing in this Agreement, expressed or implied, is intended 

to confer upon any person or entity, other than the Parties hereto, any rights or remedies under the 

terms of this Agreement, except as expressly stated herein. 

 

17.      Authorization.   The undersigned officers and/or agents of the respective Party hereto are 

the properly authorized officials of the Party and have the necessary authority to execute this 

Agreement on behalf of the Parties hereto.  Each Party certifies by signing below that any 

necessary actions and resolutions extending such authority have been duly passed and approved 

and are currently in full force and effect. 

 

18.      No Warranty.   The Parties further agree that any services provided by the COUNTY are 

without any warranty of any kind to TOWN or any third party, and TOWN hereby agrees that, to 

the extent allowed by law, it will defend, hold harmless, and indemnify the COUNTY, its officers, 

agents, and employees for any claims of any kind, including claims for injury or death of any 

person or for damage to property, arising out of the COUNTY’S performance of its duties under 

this Agreement.   

 

19.      Notices.   Whenever a notice is required to be given in writing under the terms of this 

Agreement, such notices shall either be hand-delivered or mailed via certified mail, return receipt 

requested, to the Parties at the following addresses: 

 

 

COUNTY: County Judge   TOWN:_____________________________  

  2840 HWY 35N     _____________________________ 

  Rockport, TX  78382     _____________________________ 

    

 With a copy to: 

   

County Tax Assessor-Collector 

  319 N Church St 

  Rockport, TX   78382 

 

A Party may change the address for notices by giving written notice to the other Party in the manner 

described herein.   It shall be the duty of each entity’s representative to disseminate within their 

respective entity all notices, communications, and reports received from the other Party. 

 

20.      Requests for Information.   Requests from one Party to another Party for information 

concerning this Agreement shall be honored in a timely manner and shall not require the 

submission of a formal Public Information Act request for open records. 

 

21.      Interpretation of Law, Assignment, and Venue.   This Agreement shall be governed by and 

construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas.  No assignment of this agreement or 

any right accrued hereunder shall be made, in whole or in part, by any Party without the prior 

written consent of the other Parties.  Venue shall be in Aransas County, Texas. 
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22.      Headings.  The headings at the beginning of the various provisions of this Agreement have 

been included only in order to make it easier to locate the subject covered by each provision and 

are not to be used in construing this Agreement.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement in duplicate 

counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, which shall be effective upon the date 

last written below. 

 

“COUNTY” 

County of Aransas, Texas 

 

 

By:_______________________________________        

      Ray A. Garza, County Judge  Date 

       

ATTEST: 

 

(SEAL) 

 

_________________________________________ 

Misty R. F. Kimbrough, County Clerk 

 

Approved: 

 

“COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR” 

Aransas County Tax Assessor-Collector 

 

By:_______________________________________________________        

      Anna Marshall, County Tax Assessor-Collector  Date 

 

 

“TOWN” 

Town of Fulton, Texas 

 

 

 

By: 

_________________________________________ 

       Kelli Cole, Mayor   

 Date 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

(SEAL) 

 

_________________________________________ 

Stephanie Garcia, Town Secretary 
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Stephanie Garcia

From: Anna Marshall <amarshall@aransascounty.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 1:33 PM
To: Stephanie Garcia; Kelli Cole
Cc: Steven Robertson
Subject: 2023 FULTON PROPERTY TAX RATE CALCULATIONS
Attachments: 2023 CFU SIGNED TAX RATE CALCULATION WORKSHEETS.pdf

Attached are the 2023 calculation worksheets.  The calculations show: 
 
$0.266875/$100 NO-NEW-REVENUE RATE (this is a TOTAL rate, both M&O and I&S)  Any 
proposal ABOVE this rate will require ONE public hearing prior to rate adoption. Rate adoption 
can be adopted same day as public hearing.  If not adopted same day, the adoption must take place 
within 7 days of public hearing.  
 
$0.2690345/$100 VOTER-APPROVAL RATE, calculated using standard method using 3.5% to 
calculate the voter-approval rate.   
 
$0.111204/$100 I&S DEBT RATE 
 
$0.440682/$100 DE MINIMIS RATE (NEW RATE PER SENATE BILL 2 EFFECTIVE IN 2020) 
 
IF NO-NEW-REVENUE RATE 0.266875 adopted:  the M&O rate would be 0.155671 and I&S 
rate would be 0.111204.  If NNR rate proposed, only required notice is one I am going to send 
you for posting on Fulton's website.  Any higher rate than NNR rate will require ONE public 
hearing & a notice published in newspaper & on website (publication must be on website 7 days 
before hearing & in newspaper at least 5 days prior to hearing - rate could be adopted at same 
meeting as PUBLIC HEARING, if not adopted then, rate must be adopted within 7 days of 
public hearing)  
 
IF VOTER-APPROVAL RATE 0.269034 adopted:   the M&O rate would be 0.15783 and I&S rate 
would be 0.111204.   Any rate higher than the VAR rate means the voters MAY petition for an 
election 
 
IF DE MINIMIS RATE 0.440682 adopted:   the M&O rate would be 0.329478 and I&S rate would 
be 0.111204.  Any adopted rate higher than the De Minimis rate means FULTON MUST 
hold  mandatory election for rate to be approved by voters.  If the governing body intends to 
adopt a tax rate that exceeds this rate, the Tax Code states they must do so not later than the 71st 
day before the next uniform election date that occurs in November.  However, Election Code 
Section 3.005 (c) states that an election held on a uniform election date shall be ordered not later 
than the 78th day before election date. 
 

AS SOON AS a RATE IS PROPOSED, please advise so I can determine what notice, if any, will 
need to be published in newspaper.   
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Anna Marshall, PCC, CTOP, PCAC 
Tax Assessor-Collector 
Aransas County Tax Office 
319 N Church St. 
Rockport, TX  78382 
PH: 361-729-6633 
Fax: 361-729-4373 
email: amarshall@aransascounty.org 
 
 
******************************************************* 
ATTENTION PUBLIC OFFICIALS! 
A "Reply to All" of this e‐mail could lead to violations of the Texas Open Meetings Act. Please reply only to the sender. 
******************************************************* 
******************************************************* 
"Disclaimer ‐ This email and any files transmitted with it may be confidential and contain privileged or copyrighted 
information. You must not present this message to another party without first gaining permission from the sender. If 
you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute or use this email or the information contained in it for 
any purpose other than to notify us. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately 
and delete this email from your system. We do not guarantee that this material is free from viruses or any other defects 
although due care has been taken to minimize the risk. Any views stated in this communication are those of the actual 
sender and not necessarily those of Aransas County, State of Texas. Nothing in this message is intended to constitute an 
electronic signature unless a specific statement to the contrary is included in this message!" 
******************************************************* 
Please refrain from printing this email unless completely necessary. Go Green! 
******************************************************* 
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