
 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 
Monday, April 15, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

Council Chambers and YouTube Livestream 

 
 

Website: www.forestparkga.gov  
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3c28p0A 
Phone Number: (404) 366.4720 

FOREST PARK CITY HALL 
745 Forest Parkway 

Forest Park, GA 30297 

The Honorable Mayor Angelyne Butler, MPA 

The Honorable Kimberly James 
The Honorable Hector Gutierrez 

The Honorable Allan Mears 

The Honorable Dabouze Antoine 
The Honorable Latresa Akins-Wells 

Ricky L. Clark Jr, City Manager 
Randi Rainey, City Clerk 

Danielle Matricardi, City Attorney 

AGENDA 

VIRTUAL MEETING NOTICE 

To watch the meeting via YouTube - https://bit.ly/3c28p0A 

The Council Meetings will be livestream and available on the City's 

YouTube page - "City of Forest Park GA" 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE: 

ROLL CALL - CITY CLERK: 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA WITH ANY ADDITIONS / DELETIONS: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Council Approval of Council Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes from April 1, 2024-City 
Clerk 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (All Speakers will have 3 Minutes)  

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

CEREMONIAL: 

Proclamation recognizing Georgia Cities Week April 21-27, 2024 
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Background/History: 

Georgia Cities Week is an annual event in the state of Georgia dedicated to celebrating and raising awareness about 
the importance of cities and local government. Typically held during a designated week in April, it aims to highlight 
cities' role in providing essential services, fostering community engagement, and driving economic growth. 

During Georgia Cities Week, municipalities across the state organize various activities and events to engage residents 
and promote civic pride. These activities may include open houses at city facilities, educational programs about local 
government functions, community service projects, environmental initiatives, arts and cultural events, and recreational 
activities for residents of all ages. 

Proclamation recognizing the City of Forest Park as a Purple Heart City-Legislative Offices 

Background/History: 

The Purple Heart is a military decoration awarded to members of the armed forces who are wounded or killed in 
action. Designating a city as a Purple Heart City allows communities to express gratitude and support for veterans 
and their families. Mayor Butler would like to present a Proclamation proclaiming the City of Forest Park as a Purple 
Heart City. 

Proclamation in Recognition of our Communication Officers for Telecommunicators Week-Police Department 

Background/History: 

The Forest Park Police Department currently employs 11 Communication Operators who handle incoming emergency 
and non-emergency calls from citizens 24/7, 365 days a year. These operators are responsible for dispatching calls 
for service to both police and fire personnel. 

Each year, during the second week of April (April 14-20, 2024), the telecommunications personnel within the public 
safety community are honored. This week-long event, established in 1981 by Patricia Anderson of the Contra Costa 
County Sheriff’s Office in California, serves as a time to recognize and express gratitude to those who dedicate their 
lives to serving the public. It's an important week dedicated to raising awareness of their hard work and unwavering 
commitment. 

Proclamation recognizing Steaven L. Misher as the official Poet Laureate for the City of Forest Park 

Background/History: 
Mr. Steaven L. Misher is a professional poet with a passion for poetry; he is also the author of four poetry books 
and the founder of The Poetic Outreach that Empowers & Transforms (P.O.E.T.) Foundation and the co-founder of 
The Poets’ Place, LLC, and has been chosen to be the City’s official Poet Laureate. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

2. Presentation by The Forest Park Ministers Association and Proclamation presented to The Forest 
Park Ministers Association on behalf of Councilwoman James-Legislative Offices 

Background/History: 

The Forest Park Ministers Association is a non-profit organization that supports the City of Forest Park's 
vision by partnering with elected governmental officials, businesses, charities, and local and surrounding 
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communities. To highlight its purpose, the Forest Park Ministers Association would like to give a brief 
presentation. Followed by receiving a proclamation on behalf of Councilwoman James. 

3. Presentation on Autism Awareness Month 2024: Building Community Within Forest Park-Recreation 
and Leisure 

Background/History: 

Autism Spectrum Disorder, also known as ASD, is a developmental disability caused by differences in the 
brain. Individuals with ASD often have problems with social communication and interaction or restrictive 
or repetitive behaviors or interests. According to studies conducted by the CDC in 2020, within Georgia, 
around 1 in 46 children aged 8 were identified with Autism. Studies also show that early detection can 
help children with Autism achieve optimum health and reach their full potential when they reach 
adulthood. April is Autism Awareness Month where it strives to bring social and community awareness 
about autism acceptance and promotes inclusion and connectedness for people with autism as cases 
continue to rise. On Saturday, April 27, 2024 at 9:00am in the rear parking lot of the Elaine Corley 
Recreation Center, the Recreation & Leisure Services Department will host its first annual Autism 
Awareness Walk to bring more awareness to the City of Forest Park. 

4. Presentation on the February FY23-24 Financial Report-Finance Department 

Background/History: 

The Finance Department is presenting FY2023-2024 Monthly Financial review of the City’s financials. The 
purpose of the monthly financial review is to help us know how healthy the City’s cash flow is and help 
evaluate department performance to see if the executive office needs to reallocate resources to achieve 
the financial goals for the City. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

5. Council Approval of a Property & Liability Brokerage Services – Executive Offices 

6. Council Approval of the Budget Amendment for Special Revenue-Finance Department  

7. Council Approval to enter into a contract with Garrard Construction to make exterior repairs to the 
Rite Aid Building in the amount of $28,319.00-Planning and Community Development Department 

8. Council Approval of certain Purchases for the Fire Department-Fire Department 

9. Council Approval to Authorize the Police Department to Submit and Accept an Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) Canine Grant- Police Department 

10. Council Approval to Accept the Donation of a Bloodhound-Police Department 

11. Council Approval of the Special Facilities Request at Starr Park and sponsored by Legendary WIGO 
1570 AM and Operation Push Too, LLC for Saturday, May 11, 2024 between 12pm-6pm–Recreation 
and Leisure Department 

CLOSING COMMENTS BY GOVERNING BODY: 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: (When an Executive Session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 
Personnel, Litigation or Real Estate) 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Council meetings should 
notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 404-366-4720. 

ADJOURNMENT:  
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File Attachments for Item:

1. Council Approval of Council Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes from April 1, 2024-City 
Clerk
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Monday, April 01, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
Council Chambers and YouTube Livestream 

 
 

Website: www.forestparkga.gov  
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3c28p0A 
Phone Number: (404) 366.4720 

FOREST PARK CITY HALL 
745 Forest Parkway 

Forest Park, GA 30297 

The Honorable Mayor Angelyne Butler, MPA 
The Honorable Kimberly James 
The Honorable Hector Gutierrez 

The Honorable Allan Mears 

The Honorable Dabouze Antoine 
The Honorable Latresa Akins-Wells 

Ricky L. Clark Jr, City Manager 
Randi Rainey, City Clerk 

Danielle Matricardi, City Attorney 

DRAFT MINUTES 

VIRTUAL NOTICE 

To watch the meeting via YouTube - https://bit.ly/3c28p0A 

The Council Meetings will be live-streamed and available on the City's 

YouTube page - "City of Forest Park GA" 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: Mayor Pro Tem Akins-Wells called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

ROLL CALL - CITY CLERK: A quorum was established.  

Attendee’s Name Title Absent Present 

Angelyne Butler, MPA Mayor, At-Large 
   

 

Kimberly James Council Member, Ward 1  
  

  

Dabouze Antoine 
 

Council Member, Ward 2  
 
 

 
  

Hector Gutierrez Council Member, Ward 3- Via Zoom 
   
   

 
  

Latresa Akins-Wells Council Member, Ward 4    
  

Allan Mears Council Member, Ward 5        
       

      
     

Page 6

Item # 1.

http://www.forestparkga.gov/
https://bit.ly/3c28p0A


Forest Park, GA City Council Work Session Draft Minutes 4/1/2024 
 

 

 
John Wiggins, Finance Director; Jeremi Patterson, Deputy Finance Director; James Shelby, Interim Director 
of Planning & Community Development; Shalonda Brown, HR Director; Diane Lewis, Deputy HR Director; 
Nigel Watley; Deputy Public Works Director; Latosha Clemons, Fire Chief; Geoff May, Deputy Fire Chief; 
Joshua Cox, IT Director; Rodney Virgil, Level 2 Support Engineer; Pauline Warrior, Senior Management 
Analyst; Jacon Llyod, PIO; Arthur Geeter, Purchasing; Brandon Criss, Polic Chief; Captain Smith, PD; 
Dorothy Roper-Jackson, Court Director and Danielle Matricardi, City Attorney. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA WITH ANY ADDITIONS / DELETIONS: 

It was moved to amend the agenda to add Item #9- GA Cities Week Resolution. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 

Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember Mears. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Council Discussion and Approval on the Renewal of the GEMA/Homeland Security 
Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement-Executive Offices 

Background/History: Pre-existing agreements for mutual aid assistance in emergencies help to 
ensure the timely provision of mutual aid assistance and reimbursement of costs incurred by 
those parties who render such assistance. This agreement also provides the framework to 
support mutual assistance in managing an emergency or disaster occurring within any political 
subdivision that is a Participating Party, whether arising from a natural disaster, technological 
hazard, human-caused disaster, civil emergency, community disorders, or other significant 
events or homeland security activities.  

The City of Forest Park has been a Participating Party in this agreement, which was most recently 
renewed in 2020. This agreement must be renewed/approved every four years. 

GEMA/HS Area 7 Field Coordinator Sheri Russo is available to help further explain and/or answer 
additional questions. 

Ioana Armstrong, Fire Department, noted that it is a statewide mutual aid agreement that 
is renewed every four (4) years. She also said that the city has been in accordance with 
GEMA/Homeland Security since 2008. 

Comments/Discussion from Governing Body: 

Councilmember Gutierrez- noted making sure the citizens know the emergency plan. Mr. Clark 
said there are plans to inform the general public in the upcoming months. Mr. Clark pointed out 
there have been plans to educate the general public. Ms. Armstrong included the plan for starting 
small and growing big with small tabletop exercises, small drills, and eventually full-scale 
exercises.  
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2. Council Discussion and Approval of an Emergency Requisition Associated with the Public 
Safety Building – Planning and Community Development Department 

Background/History: 

This emergency requisition is a proposal and recommendation from Grounded Engineering 
Services based on a geotechnical investigation of undeveloped portions of property associated 
with the Gillem Public Safety Building, precisely the concrete trash dumpster at the edge of the 
parking lot.  The geotechnical investigation was in response to the appearance of 
subsidence/sinkholes on the property in areas outside the construction limits and disturbance for 
the project.  Site Mix Pressure Grouting LLC will inject cement–based, high-mobility geotechnical 
grout through driven injection pipes and into the soils surrounding the concrete trash dumpster 
pad at the edge of the parking lot to protect it from sinking.   

Interim Director of PCD James Shelby- noted that a month ago, staff noticed sinkholes in the 
undeveloped area behind the new fire station. Interim Director Shelby pointed out having the soil 
tested before building the new fire station and stated that the emergency order is so that staff can 
shore up the garbage receptacles in the back. Interim Director Shelby also noted Grounded 
Engineering Services conducted a geological investigation on the undeveloped portion and 
introduced Chris Settles to explain more.  

Chris Settles, Grounded Engineering Services Representative- explained that the plan was 
to conduct soil test boardings; however, due to the shallowness compared to what was expected, 
a track-mounted excavator was brought out to conduct test bits. Mr. Settles noted that they found 
a layer of boulder fill underneath and mentioned the soil fill was collecting moisture and water 
every time it rains; when the water drains through the boulder fill, it takes material with it, causing 
the sink and subsidence that is being seen. Mr. Settles noted cracking in the pavement, and 
rotation and movement can be seen in the carbon gutter. Mr. Settles said the proposal is to mix 
grouting to fill the voids and grout the area to help the dumpster pad from continuous movements. 

Comments/Discussion from Governing Body: 

Councilmember James- inquired about a border field. Mr. Settles stated that it is called a boulder 
fill or shot rock fill, made of big rocks from dynamite to excavate materials.  

Councilmember Mears- noted that a compact soil test was supposed to be completed, and the 
company that completed the slab work missed the mark. Mr. Settles stated that the fire station 
was not tested; however, it appears the fire station structure and pavement seem to be performing 
well. Mr. Settles also noted that the structural areas of the site could have been tested, but not 
the non-structural areas. 

Councilmember Mears- inquired if the subsidence was running towards the fire station. Mr. 
Settles noted that the subsidence diverts off somewhere else. Mr. Clark also included that this is 
not the first time that this has happened; the first time was filled with dirt. Mr. Settles noted that 
it's currently doing what it is supposed to do. He also added two (2) or three (3) areas showing 
indications of failure, one adjacent to the dumpster pad. Mr. Shelby included an area of concrete 
that must be fixed in front of the dumpster pad; a task order will be presented to the council later. 
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Mr. Clark- noted that the area that needs fixing is in the undeveloped area and inquired about 
things possibly happening closer to the building. Mr. Settles pointed out that his best guess is that 
he doubts the building itself was built on poorly soil-compacted materials. 

3. Council Discussion and Approval of the City Center Boundary Topographic and Utility 
Survey-Planning and Community Development Department/Capital Projects 

Background/History: 

Precision Planning Inc. (PPI) is working with the City to design and prepare plans for the City 
Center project, including City Hall, Municipal Court, Police Headquarters, and a Recreation 
Facility. The new facility will be based on Preliminary Design drawings completed by Precision 
Planning, Inc. in December 2023. Falcon Design Consultants, LLC (FDC) has prepared a Task 
Order (TO) to assist the City of Forest Park with a boundary/topographic survey and underground 
utility locate for the future City Center location. 

Interim Director of PCD James Shelby- noted that 745 Forest Pkwy, 785 Forest Pkwy, and the 
vacant lot properties will be included in the survey.  

4. Council Discussion and Approval to Upfit seventeen (17) Police Vehicles- Police 
Department 

Background/History: 

Due to an aging fleet, the Mayor and Council approved the police department's purchase of new 
patrol vehicles. Once the vehicles above were acquired, they needed to be upfitted with 
equipment. The equipment installed on the vehicles will include, but not be limited to, emergency 
lights, emergency sirens, storage racks, computer mounts, etc.  

The Forest Park Police Department intends to proceed with HG2, a vendor already serving the 
city of Forest Park, to install. The funding for this upfit, totaling $241,043.00, has already been 
approved as part of the Capital Improvements Vehicles budget. 

Mr. Geeter, Procurement Division, gave a brief history of the purchase of the vehicles, noting 
that the vehicles were going to Prologic at first but would sit for long periods due to the GA State 
Troopers contract with Prologic. Mr. Geeter noted seeking three (3) other companies that outfitted 
police cars, and Ford Legacy recommended HG2. 

Comments/Discussion from Governing Body: 

Councilmember Mears- Inquired about purchasing new vehicles. Chief Criss noted that this 
would allow them to put the equipment in the vehicles that had already been purchased. 

5. Council Discussion and Approval to Purchase seven (7) portable Radios for the Police 
Department-Police Department 
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Background/History: 

The Forest Park Police Department has 95 sworn positions allocated to it. When the portable 
radios were initially ordered a few years ago, the order did not cover all the sworn positions, nor 
did it factor in potential losses or damages to the equipment. With all allotted positions now 
spoken for, the police department needs additional radios for incoming police officers and radios 
to keep as spares. 

Therefore, the department requests approval to purchase seven (7) extra portable radios to meet 
its equipment requirements. 

Mr. Geeter, Procurement Division- noted being a state contract using Motorola.  

 

6. Council Discussion and Approval to purchase one (1) Police Vehicle-Police Department 

Background/History: 

Historically, vehicle acquisitions were tailored to meet staffing needs. Still, the existing fleet does 
not align with the current requirements due to the recent decrease in vacancies and the recent 
loss of a vehicle. All positions (excluding the deputy chief position) are spoken for in the Police 
Department. 

The Forest Park Police Department is aiming to procure one Dodge Challenger at a total cost of 
$47,140. The funds for this purchase have already been approved via Capital Improvements. 
This investment addresses immediate vehicle needs, aligns with the current staffing levels, and 
contributes to the police department's overarching mission.  

Mr. Geeter, Procurement Division- noted Ford manufacturing is the only manufacturing 
company on a state contract; he also reported obtaining three (3) bids for this particular Dodge 
Challenger for $52,4800.00 and the lowest rate at $47,000.00. 

Comments/Discussion from Governing Body: 

Councilmember Mears inquired- if the vehicle would be used for something other than street 
services. Chief Criss noted that it would be an unmarked car for undercover operations and 
community engagements. Chief Criss also pointed out that the vehicle will replace a recently 
wrecked vehicle.  

Mayor Pro Tem Akins-Wells- mentioned whether the type of vehicle should be mentioned if it's 
an undercover vehicle. Chief Criss noted that the make and model can be identified but will not 
go into detail about the actual vehicle. 

 

7. Council Discussion and Approval for the Purchase of Playground Equipment for Pocket 
Parks-Public Works Department 
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Background/History: 

In line with our ongoing efforts to enhance the parks throughout the City, the staff proposes 
purchasing new playground equipment for the pocket parks in Wards 3, 4, and 5. The details of 
the proposal are outlined below: 

Proposal Details: 

Total Cost: $275,271.25 

Allocation by Ward: 

Ward #3 – Theater Park: $68,817.81 

Ward #4 – Perkins Park: $68,817.81 

Ward #4 – Second St Park: $68,817.81 

Ward #5 – Alder Park: $68,817.81 

Components of Playground Equipment: Each playground equipment consists of over 13 unique 
components directly attached to the main playground structure, offering various play 
experiences for children. 

Additional Equipment: ADA compliant Single Spigot water fountain (except Alder Park, due to 
lack of water source). 

Recycled 6’ plastic bench. 

Plastic border timbers and 1 ADA border half ramp for each site (this holds mulch in place). 

Loose-fill rubber mulch (to be installed on top of existing mulch, saving the City money). 

Contract Details: The proposed purchasing agreement is with PlaySouth Playground Creator 
under the following contract: 

Burke Sourcewell Contract #010521-BUR 

Forest Park member #77837 

Funding: The funding for this proposal will be drawn from each Ward’s Project line item to cover 
the total cost. 

Conclusion: This proposal includes all materials and labor, excluding the water fountains, which 
Public Works will replace upon delivery. The initiative aims to provide safe and engaging play 
spaces for children across the City. 

Mr. Geeter, Procurement Division—noted that this is a state contract and will be using the 
same type of equipment for each park. 
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Mr. Wattley, Public Works Deputy Director- noted that this is a continuation of enhancing all 
of the pocket parks and noted they all cost $68,817.81 with a one-piece structure and will have 
13 workstations attached to them. 

Mr. Clark- included that the project is under the initiative “Forest Parks are Us”; the city 
received excess funds from delinquent taxes and appropriated funds for all of the renovations of 
the parks. Mr. Clark noted that it would require a subsidy based upon the allocation provided 
through the Capital Ward funds and could be used in the current budgeted fiscal year. Mr. Clark 
noted for Ward 1 park, staff recognized the information is underway, and staff did not think the 
park would be completed by the end of the fiscal year, so funds will be reallocated to next year's 
budget and will move forward with the plans. For Ward 2, Starr Park is currently underway and 
should have a finalized plan before summer, and there are no recommendations for Bill Lee 
Park. Mr. Clark noted that Ward 4 has two (2) parks, Perkins Park and Second Street Park; 
Ward 5 Alder Park has recently been renovated. Mr. Clark pointed out every swing set would be 
replaced and easy to maintain due to being under the same warranty, and every pocket park 
would be done entirely by July 2024. 

Comments/Discussion from Governing Body: 

Councilmember Gutierrez- inquired if his ward park would be fixed. Mr. Clark noted that Theater 
Park is listed on the list and is the park that made staff go around all the parks. Mr. Clark pointed 
out concerns about Theater Park and said that staff will have everything ripped out and redone, 
including the concrete slabs. Mr. Clark also included that every pavilion would have the same 
color for city branding. 

Councilmember Gutierrez- noted that they should ensure it is correct and that staff should allow 
the community’s design input before paying for equipment. Mr. Clark mentioned asking the 
council about the design roughly two (2) months ago and noted that there could be a community 
approach to creating a new park in Ward 1. Mr. Clark also noted little time is left before the budget 
cycle runs out and funding disappears. Mr.  Clark included having plans for a new park in Ward 
3 off of Jonesboro Rd. 

 

8. Council Discussion and Approval - CPRG Grant Agreement with Clayton County-Public 
Works Department 

Background/History: 

The City of Forest Park is committed to fostering cleaner air and a healthier environment for our 
residents. As part of this commitment, we are exploring the possibility of participating in a project 
with Clayton County to apply for grant funds through the EPA Climate Pollution Grant program. 
This grant would enable us to acquire EV vehicles and establish charging infrastructure within 
our community. 

Project Objectives: 

Phasing out aging government vehicles with zero-emissions electric vehicles. 
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Installing charger stations. 

Building out utilities and power infrastructure to support EV usage. 

Purchasing electric vehicles to replace traditional combustion engine vehicles. 

Grant Details:  

No local match is required for this grant, making it a financially advantageous opportunity for the 
City. 

The project will involve collaborating with nine localities across the Atlanta metropolitan region to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the transportation sector collectively. Staff recommends that 
the City Council discuss and approve our participation in entering into a grant agreement with 
Clayton County for the Climate Pollution Grant program to build a greener and more sustainable 
future for Forest Park. 

Mr. Wattley, Public Works Deputy Director- noted that staff is requesting to enter into an 
agreement with Clayton County as part of a coalition between nine (9) local regions across 
Atlanta’s Metro region with grants funds coming from the EPA Climate Pollution Grant program. 
Mr. Wattley explained that the purpose is to purchase electric vehicles, convert some of the 
existing fleet vehicles from gas to electric, and upgrade the power infrastructure to support new 
electric vehicles. 

   9.            Council Discussion and Approval of Georgia Cities Week- Executive Offices 

        Ms. Rainey, City Clerk- described Georgia Cities Week and noted that it is a week to raise public 
awareness about cities' services and educate the public on how city governments work. Mr. Clark 
included most cities in the state that participate in Georgia Cities Week. He wanted the City of 
Forest Park to participate in planning a week-long event with the possibility of having a Town Hall 
meeting starting that Monday and an open house allowing the community to come inside and tour 
all of the offices. Mr. Clark also mentioned that on Wednesday, there will be a pinning ceremony 
for all employees promoted to the fire and police departments. On Thursday, both chiefs will host 
“Coffee with the Chiefs.” The Office of Economic Development is planning a wine crawl on Main 
Street and will have all of the city vehicles on display. 

                  Comments/Discussion from Governing Body: 

Councilmember James- inquired about the date for GA Cities Week. Ms. Rainey noted it will be 
April 21-27, 2024. 

Councilmember Gutierrez- noted it was a good thing and asked to do an Instagram takeover to 
highlight the different departments. Mr. Clark stated that staff will work with the PIO to create 
content. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: (When an Executive Session is required, one will be called for the following 
issues: Personnel, Litigation, or Real Estate) 

ADJOURNMENT: 

It was moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:37 pm. 

 
Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, 
Councilmember Mears. 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for meetings should 
notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 404-366-4720. 
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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 
Monday, April 01, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

Council Chambers and YouTube Livestream 

 
 

Website: www.forestparkga.gov  
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3c28p0A 
Phone Number: (404) 366.4720 

FOREST PARK CITY HALL 
745 Forest Parkway 

Forest Park, GA 30297 

The Honorable Mayor Angelyne Butler, MPA 
The Honorable Kimberly James 
The Honorable Hector Gutierrez 

The Honorable Allan Mears 

The Honorable Dabouze Antoine 
The Honorable Latresa Akins-Wells 

Ricky L. Clark Jr, City Manager 
Randy Rainey, City Clerk 

Danielle Matricardi, City Attorney 

DRAFT REGULAR MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: Mayor Pro-Tem Akins-Wells called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE: The invocation and pledge were led by Pastor Clinksdale. 

ROLL CALL - CITY CLERK: A quorum was established. 

 

Jeremi Patterson, Deputy Finance Director; John Wiggins; Finance Director; Nina Robinson; James Shelby, Interim 
Director of Planning & Community Development; Shalonda Brown, HR Director, Diane Lewis, Deputy HR Director; 
Nigel Whatley, Deputy Public Works Director, Dorthy Roper-Jackson, Court Administrator, Rodney Virgil, Level 2 
Support Engineer; Pauline Warrior; Senior Management Analyst, Chief Criss, PD; and Danielle Matricardi, City 
Attorney, Deputy Chief May, Major Smith and Ioana Armstrong. 

 

 

Attendee’s Name Title Absent Present 

Angelyne Butler, MPA Mayor, At-Large 
 
√ 

 
 

Kimberly James Council Member, Ward 1  
  

  

Dabouze Antoine 
 

Council Member, Ward 2  
 
 

 
  

Hector Gutierrez Council Member, Ward 3 
   
   

 
zoom 

Latresa Akins-Wells Council Member, Ward 4    
  

Allan Mears Council Member, Ward 5        
       

      
     

Page 15

Item # 1.

http://www.forestparkga.gov/
https://bit.ly/3c28p0A


Forest Park, GA City Council Regular Session Minutes 4/1/2024 
 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA WITH ANY ADDITIONS / DELETIONS: 

It was moved to approve the agenda with the amendment of Removing item number 2 and replacing it with the 
Georgia Cities Week Resolution. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember Akins-
Wells, Councilmember Mears 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Council Approval of Council Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes from March 18, 2024 - 
City Clerk 

It was moved to approve the Council Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes from March 18, 2024. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (All Speakers will have 3 Minutes)  

There were two (2) Public Comment Speakers: 

Louis Wright- noted that people are coming to her about the recycling center. There is a close sign on it 
and the citizens need it. She would like an update, she noted she would like them to put the City Managers' 
report on the screen so that those at home can follow along. 

Sam Ibenez- noted he has some concerns about some of the tickets that are being issued. He asked the 
council to open the Recycling center back up because they needed it. He noted 240 thousand is going to the 
police but why and how. He noted it is a lot of money and he does not like that. He noted his friend went to 
jail and was found dead and they do not have any answers yet. He noted his name is Dewayne Briscoe. He 
noted all his friend talked about was happiness. He noted that someone spoke about a police car being 
wrecked. He would like to know where the car is and to whom they are selling it to. He stated let us start 
working together instead of fighting each other. 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

City Manager Clark- recognized the new hires within the Police Department: Amar McIntosh, Jordan Parish, 
Jaydon Brown, Corey Grant Jones, Marcus Van, and police recruits Quan Don and Jonathan Carol. He noted Mr. 
Don is the first Vietnamese police officer here in the City of Forest Park. He noted that the Police Department is 
made up of a diverse group of people. He sent out prayers to Mayor Butler who laid her father to rest today. Mr. 
Clark noted there was a celebration for Ms. Yvonne Braswell's retirement, after serving 15 years. He noted they will 
start the budget proceedings next week with the different departments. He noted he will soon plan a date for the 
retreat and go over with the mayor and Council what the presentation will include for the 2024-2025 budget year. 
He noted that Mr. James Shelby has been appointed Interim Director for the Planning and Economic Department.  

He recognized the recipient of 270 thousand dollars through the local Maintenance and Improvement grants. This 
will help do more street and infrastructure projects throughout the community. He noted that this is the first time that 
GDOT is not requiring matching funds. 
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He noted that they have been in conversation about the recycling Center, and it requires a part-time position. He 
noted as they commence the budget it is something that will be discussed. He noted that the Home Program has 
122 pre-qualified people: Ward 1- 22 people, Ward 2 -28, Ward 3- 22, Ward 4- 32, and Ward 5-18. He noted due to 
people not having computers Ms. Pauline and the Council Aides have been individually assisting them in the 
chambers with uploading their information. He noted they will not know if there will be any remaining funds until they 
go through the entire cycle. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

(Replaced) Presentation on the Geotechnical Investigation for the Public Safety Building-Planning and 
Community Development Department 

Background/History: 

Falcon Design/Grounded Engineering Services (GES)investigated undeveloped portions of the property 
associated with the Gillem Public Safety Building. This investigation was in response to the appearance of 
subsidence/sinkholes on the property in areas that were outside the limits of construction and disturbance 
for the project. The original geotechnical report was utilized solely for the actual areas requiring 
construction for the parking and building areas for this site. 

2. It was motioned to Approve a Resolution of the City of Forest Park recognizing the Georgia Cities 
Week April 21st – April 27th and encourage all residents to support the celebration and 
corresponding activities. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

3. FOREST PARK FIRE & EMS – OFFICER PROMOTIONS AND NEWLY APPOINTED OFFICERS 

The Forest Park Fire & EMS Department has recently promoted Captain Ian Hogan to Battalion Chief and 
Lieutenant Conway Ferguson to Captain.  

Chief Latosha Clemons will present the introductions.  

 Chief Clemmons noted that Mr. Hogan will report directly to Deputy Chief May. 

Ian Hogan- noted it has been an honor and privilege so far and he looks to do right by the gentleman in 
the back of the room, so they continue to do right by the city. 

Chief Clemmons – noted they are doing a quick presentation of a shield, or a helmet and the official pinning 
will be during Georgia Cities Week. 

Conway Ferguson -thanked the City Manager, the Council, and the Chief. He noted it has been 26 years 
and he hopes to continue to serve to the best of his ability and take care of his crew. 

There were also two newly appointed officers: Tad Busby to Training Division Lieutenant and Charles Morris 
to Lieutenant.   
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NEW BUSINESS: 

4. Council Approval on the Renewal of the GEMA/Homeland Security Statewide Mutual Aid 
Agreement-Executive Offices 

It was moved to approve the Renewal of the GEMA/Homeland Security Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement. 

Motion made by Councilmember Mears, Seconded by Councilmember James. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

5. Council Approval of an Emergency Requisition Associated with the Public Safety Building – 
Planning and Community Development Department  

It was moved to approve an Emergency Requisition Associated with the Public Safety Building. 

Motion made by Councilmember Mears, Seconded by Councilmember James. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

6. Council Approval of the City Center Boundary Topographic and Utility Survey-Planning and 
Community Development Department/Capital Projects 

It was moved to approve the City Center Boundary Topographic and Utility Survey. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

7. Council Approval to upfit seventeen (17) Police Vehicles- Police Department 

It was moved to approve to upfit seventeen (17) Police Vehicles. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

8. Council Approval to Purchase seven (7) portable Radios for the Police Department-Police 
Department 

It was moved to approve to Purchase seven (7) portable Radios for the Police Department. 

Motion made by Councilmember Mears, Seconded by Councilmember James. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

9. Council Approval to purchase one (1) Police Vehicle-Police Department 

It was moved to approve to purchase one (1) Police Vehicle. 
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Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

10. Council Approval for the Purchase of Playground Equipment for Pocket Parks-Public Works 
Department 

It was moved to approve the Purchase of Playground Equipment for Pocket Parks.  

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

11. Council Approval - CPRG Grant Agreement with Clayton County-Public Works Department 

It was moved to approve CPRG Grant Agreement with Clayton County.  

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember 
Akins-Wells, Councilmember Mears 

CLOSING COMMENTS BY GOVERNING BODY: 

Councilmember James- thanked everyone for coming out and she is looking forward to the new Spring season. 

Councilmember Gutierrez- sends his condolences to the Mayor on the loss of her father. He noted he was proud of 
his city and everything that they are doing. 

Councilmember Mears- noted he understands they are selling the parking lot for the Amphitheatre. He noted he just 
wants everyone to know because it is coming. He acknowledged Mr. Willie as the oldest person in the room and 
thanked everyone  

Councilmember James- noted if you have not RSVP for April 18th to please do so, for the Evolution Celebration of 
Fort Gillem. She noted she would like those who have served in the service or on the URA board present and past to 
register. 

Councilmember Akins Wells- thanked everyone for coming. She welcomed the new hires and congratulated those 
that were promoted. She thanked the Fire and Police Chief for doing an amazing job. She thanked Ms. Warrior for 
the program and for helping move the city forward. She thanked Mr. Shelby for standing up again. She noted April 
5th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm in 2nd Street Park there will be the Tree Dedication. She noted the recipient was a resident 
of Forest Park and he lost his life at a young age in 2016. She thanked everyone for coming. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: (When an Executive Session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 
Personnel, Litigation or Real Estate) 

It was moved to recess into Executive Session at 7:26 p.m. for Personnel, Litigation, or Real Estate matters. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember Akins-
Wells, Councilmember Mears 
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It was motioned to reconvene into the Council Regular Session at 7:33 p.m. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember Akins-
Wells, Councilmember Mears 

It was motioned to purchase the DDA property located at 650 Main Street for 350k. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember Akins-
Wells, Councilmember Mears 

ADJOURNMENT:  

It was moved to adjourn the Regular Session at 7:34 p.m. 

Motion made by Councilmember James, Seconded by Councilmember Mears. 
Voting Yea: Councilmember James, Councilmember Antoine, Councilmember Gutierrez, Councilmember Akins-
Wells, Councilmember Mears 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Council meetings should 
notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 404-366-4720. 
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File Attachments for Item:

 Proclamation recognizing Georgia Cities Week April 21-27, 2024

Background/History:

Georgia Cities Week is an annual event in the state of Georgia dedicated to celebrating and raising 
awareness about the importance of cities and local government. Typically held during a designated week in
April, it aims to highlight cities' role in providing essential services, fostering community engagement, and 
driving economic growth.

During Georgia Cities Week, municipalities across the state organize various activities and events to 
engage residents and promote civic pride. These activities may include open houses at city facilities, 
educational programs about local government functions, community service projects, environmental 
initiatives, arts and cultural events, and recreational activities for residents of all ages.
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Title of Agenda Item: Proclamation recognizing Georgia Cities Week April 21-27, 2024 

Submitted By: Randi Rainey 

Date Submitted: 04-8-2024 

Work Session Date: 04-15-2024 

Council Meeting Date: 04-15-2024 

Background/History: 

Georgia Cities Week is an annual event in the state of Georgia dedicated to celebrating and raising awareness 
about the importance of cities and local government. Typically held during a designated week in April, it aims to 
highlight cities' role in providing essential services, fostering community engagement, and driving economic growth. 

During Georgia Cities Week, municipalities across the state organize various activities and events to engage 
residents and promote civic pride. These activities may include open houses at city facilities, educational programs 
about local government functions, community service projects, environmental initiatives, arts and cultural events, 
and recreational activities for residents of all ages. 

Action Requested from Council: 

 

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS: Across the State of Georgia, city governments are administered for and by their 

respective citizens and are dependent upon the public’s commitment to and 

understanding of their many responsibilities, and; 

WHEREAS: Local municipal officials and employees share the responsibility of passing along 

their understanding of public service and its benefits to their constituents, to whom 

they have the most direct impact on, and; 

WHEREAS: In its 25th year, Georgia Cities Week is an exciting time to recognize the important 

role played by city government and offers a significant opportunity to spread the 

word to Georgians across the state that they, too, can help shape, influence and 

contribute to the success of their local branch of government, and; 

WHEREAS: During Georgia Cities Week, city officials have the chance to share information, 

provide an inside look into city operations and highlight successful community 

projects and neighborhood enhancements, with Forest Park hosting a Food and 

Wine Crawl, Coffee with the Chiefs and a special public safety pinning ceremony.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Forest Park City Council hereby recognizes 

April 21 through April 27, 2024, as Georgia Cities Week and encourages all Forest Park residents, 

businesses and families to join their governing body in celebrating what makes our community 

unique, special and above all, beloved by so many.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand on this 15th day of April 2024 and 

have caused the Official Seal of the great City of Forest Park to be affixed hereto: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Angelyne Butler, MPA 

Mayor 
 

___________________________                              ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Kimberly James                              Councilmember Dabouze Antoine 
                  Ward 1                       Ward 2 
 
 
 
 

___________________________                               ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Hector Gutierrez                                  Councilmember Latresa Akins-Wells 
                   Ward 3                       Ward 4 
 

___________________________ 
Councilmember Allan Mears 

Ward 5 
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File Attachments for Item:

 Proclamation recognizing the City of Forest Park as a Purple Heart City-Legislative Offices

Background/History:

The Purple Heart is a military decoration awarded to members of the armed forces who are wounded or 
killed in action. Designating a city as a Purple Heart City allows communities to express gratitude and 
support for veterans and their families. Mayor Butler would like to present a Proclamation proclaiming the 
City of Forest Park as a Purple Heart City.
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Title of Agenda Item: Proclamation recognizing the City of Forest Park as a Purple Heart City on behalf of 
Mayor Butler 

Submitted By: Randi Rainey 

Date Submitted: 04-8-2024 

Work Session Date: 04-15-2024 

Council Meeting Date: 04-15-2024 

Background/History: 

The Purple Heart is a military decoration awarded to members of the armed forces who are wounded or killed in 
action. Designating a city as a Purple Heart City allows communities to express gratitude and support for veterans 
and their families. Mayor Butler would like to present a Proclamation proclaiming the City of Forest Park as a Purple 
Heart City. 

Action Requested from Council: 

 

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS: The City of Forest Park has a long proud history of supporting active military 

serviceman, servicewoman, veterans and those who served our great nation, and; 

WHEREAS: In 1941, Fort Gillem was established in Forest Park, Georgia, as a satellite 

installation base to house various supply and support units, including the U.S. 

Army’s Criminal Investigation Division Crime Lab, a forensic laboratory located at 

the 250-acre Gillem Enclave which remains open at this present day, and; 

WHEREAS: The Purple Heart Medal is the oldest military decoration in present use and was 

initially created in 1782 as a Badge of Military Merit by our nation’s first president, 

Georgia Washington, and; 

WHEREAS: It is the mission of the Military Order of the Purple Heart to foster an environment 

of goodwill amongst combat-wounded veteran members and their families, 

promote patriotism, support legislative initiatives and most importantly, make sure 

we never forget the cost of defending freedom, and; 

WHEREAS: The City of Forest Park continues to pay tribute to the sacrifices made by Purple 

Heart recipients and firmly believes that it is important to acknowledge them for 

their courage, honor and dedication to our country.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Forest Park City Council hereby proclaims 

the City of Forest Park to be a Purple Heart City and honors all those who courageously served 

and made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation’s freedom.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand on this 15th day of April 2024 and 

have caused the Official Seal of the great City of Forest Park to be affixed hereto: 

 

___________________________ 
Angelyne Butler, MPA 

Mayor 
 

___________________________                              ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Kimberly James                              Councilmember Dabouze Antoine 
                  Ward 1                       Ward 2 
 
 
 
 

___________________________                               ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Hector Gutierrez                                  Councilmember Latresa Akins-Wells 
                   Ward 3                       Ward 4 
 

___________________________ 
Councilmember Allan Mears 

Ward 5 
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File Attachments for Item:

 Proclamation in Recognition of our Communication Officers for Telecommunicators Week-Police 
Department

Background/History:

The Forest Park Police Department currently employs 11 Communication Operators who handle incoming 
emergency and non-emergency calls from citizens 24/7, 365 days a year. These operators are responsible 
for dispatching calls for service to both police and fire personnel.

Each year, during the second week of April (April 14-20, 2024), the telecommunications personnel within 
the public safety community are honored. This week-long event, established in 1981 by Patricia Anderson 
of the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office in California, serves as a time to recognize and express 
gratitude to those who dedicate their lives to serving the public. It's an important week dedicated to raising 
awareness of their hard work and unwavering commitment.

Page 27



 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: 
Recognition of our Communication Officers for Telecommunicators Week 

Submitted By: Brandon Criss (Police Chief) 

Date Submitted: April 8, 2024 

Work Session Date: April 15, 2024 

Council Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

Background/History: 

The Forest Park Police Department currently employs 11 Communication Operators who 

handle incoming emergency and non-emergency calls from citizens 24/7, 365 days a year. 

These operators are responsible for dispatching calls for service to both police and fire 

personnel. 

Each year, during the second week of April, the telecommunications personnel within the 

public safety community are honored. This week-long event, established in 1981 by Patricia 

Anderson of the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office in California, serves as a time to recognize 

and express gratitude to those who dedicate their lives to serving the public. It's an important 

week dedicated to raising awareness of their hard work and unwavering commitment. 

Cost: $ 

0 

Budgeted for: X Yes  

 

No 

Financial Impact: 0 

 

Action Requested: Recognition of our Communication Operators 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS: The City of Forest Park recognizes the critical role that telecommunicators play in 

ensuring public safety and emergency response within our community, and; 

WHEREAS: National Telecommunicators Week is observed annually to honor the dedication, 

professionalism and commitment of telecommunicators who serve as the vital link 

between citizens in need and emergency services, and; 

WHEREAS: Telecommunicators serve tirelessly – often behind the scenes – to provide crucial 

assistance and support to citizens and first responders during emergencies, medical 

crises, natural disasters, and other critical situations, and; 

WHEREAS: The City of Forest Park extends its deepest gratitude to telecommunicators for their 

unwavering service, compassion, and professionalism in safeguarding the lives and 

property of our residents, and; 

WHEREAS: National Telecommunicators Week serves as an opportunity for our community to 

express appreciation for the invaluable contributions of telecommunicators and to 

raise awareness of the vital role they play in maintaining public safety.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Forest Park City Council hereby recognizes 

April 14 through April 20, 2024, as National Telecommunicators Week and urges Forest Park 

residents, businesses and families to join their governing body in celebrating those who keep our 

community safe. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand on this 15th day of April 2024 and 

have caused the Official Seal of the great City of Forest Park to be affixed hereto: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Angelyne Butler, MPA 

Mayor 
 

___________________________                              ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Kimberly James                              Councilmember Dabouze Antoine 
                  Ward 1                       Ward 2 
 
 
 
 

___________________________                               ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Hector Gutierrez                                  Councilmember Latresa Akins-Wells 
                   Ward 3                       Ward 4 
 

___________________________ 
Councilmember Allan Mears 

Ward 5 
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File Attachments for Item:

 Proclamation recognizing Steaven L. Misher as the official Poet Laureate for the City of Forest Park

Background/History:

Mr. Steaven L. Misher is a professional poet with a passion for poetry; he is also the author of four 

poetry books and the founder of The Poetic Outreach that Empowers & Transforms (P.O.E.T.) 

Foundation and the co-founder of The Poets’ Place, LLC, and has been chosen to be the City’s official 

Poet Laureate.
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Title of Agenda Item: Proclamation recognizing Steaven L. Misher as the official Poet Laureate for the City 
of Forest Park 

Submitted By:  

Date Submitted: 04-11-2024 

Work Session Date: 04-15-2024 

Council Meeting Date: 04-15-2024 

Background/History: 
Mr. Steaven L. Misher is a professional poet with a passion for poetry; he is also the author of four poetry books 
and the founder of The Poetic Outreach that Empowers & Transforms (P.O.E.T.) Foundation and the co-founder of 
The Poets’ Place, LLC, and has been chosen to be the City’s official Poet Laureate. 

Action Requested from Council: 

 

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS: Mr. Steaven L. Misher is a professional poet with a passion for poetry, who is also 

a scholar, family man, veteran and most important, a man of faith, and; 

WHEREAS: Mr. Misher is the author of four poetry books, as well as the founder of The Poetic 

Outreach that Empowers & Transforms (P.O.E.T.) Foundation and the co-

founder of  The Poets’ Place, LLC, and; 

WHEREAS: Mr. Misher, who is the husband of Dr. Lashonda Micher and proud father of three 

wonderful children, has recited his original works of poetry for several notable 

dignitaries, including Forest Park Mayor Angelyne Butler, MPA, former 

Congressman John Lewis, Senator Raphael Warnock, Congressman Hank Johnson, 

Stacey Abrams, Ambassador Andrew Young and Dr. Christine King Farris.  

WHEREAS: Mr. Misher is a graduate of Morehouse College and has also earned two master’s 

degrees from Phoenix University and Clark Atlanta University, and has written and 

recited poems for all occasions such as anniversaries, graduations, funerals, 

birthdays, retirements and even the Gospel Choice Awards – all with the goal of 

someday having his poetry heard around the world. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Forest Park City Council hereby proclaims 

Mr. Steaven Misher as the official poet laureate for the City of Forest Park, Georgia – Clayton 

County’s largest municipality.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand on this 15th day of April 2024 and 

have caused the Official Seal of the great City of Forest Park to be affixed hereto: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Angelyne Butler, MPA 

Mayor 
 

___________________________                              ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Kimberly James                              Councilmember Dabouze Antoine 
                  Ward 1                       Ward 2 
 
 
 
 

___________________________                               ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Hector Gutierrez                                  Councilmember Latresa Akins-Wells 
                   Ward 3                       Ward 4 
 

___________________________ 
Councilmember Allan Mears 

Ward 5 
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File Attachments for Item:

2. Presentation by The Forest Park Ministers Association and Proclamation presented to The Forest
Park Ministers Association on behalf of Councilwoman James-Legislative Offices

Background/History:

The Forest Park Ministers Association is a non-profit organization that supports the City of Forest Park's 
vision by partnering with elected governmental officials, businesses, charities, and local and surrounding 
communities. To highlight its purpose, the Forest Park Ministers Association would like to give a brief 
presentation. Followed by receiving a proclamation on behalf of Councilwoman James.
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Title of Agenda Item: Presentation by The Forest Park Ministers Association and Proclamation presented 
to The Forest Park Ministers Association on behalf of Councilwoman James 

Submitted By: Randi Rainey 

Date Submitted: 04-8-2024 

Work Session Date: 04-15-2024 

Council Meeting Date: 04-15-2024 

Background/History: 

The Forest Park Ministers Association is a non-profit organization that supports the City of Forest Park's vision by 
partnering with elected governmental officials, businesses, charities, and local and surrounding communities. To 
highlight its purpose, the Forest Park Ministers Association would like to give a brief presentation. Followed by 
receiving a proclamation on behalf of Councilwoman James. 

Action Requested from Council: 

 

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 
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FOREST PARK MINISTERS 
ASSOCIATION

3/29/2024
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MISSION STATEMENT 

• As a nonprofit organization, our mission is to build positive development within 
the community of Forest Park, Georgia and other surrounding communities and 
abroad.

• Our association believes that positive growth in the community is based on 
improving the communication between citizens, government, religious 
organizations, and businesses.

• We function as a service corporation, ministering to the whole life; the physical, 
mental, economical and spiritual needs of mankind  in low income communities, 
the homeless, under privileged youth, veterans and senior citizens.

• We enhance the quality of life, by establishing and facilitating programs that 
address health-welfare, shelter, education, job training, and transportation to 
make them accessible to the target population.

Page 36

Item # 2.



HISTORY

• FPMA-CDC INC/Forest Park Ministries Association was founded by Dr. Leon 
D. Beeler, CEO and Pastor of Gateway Restoration Church located in Forest 
Park, GA, after having a conversation with the Mayor of Forest Park in 2004. 
FPMA was created to offer fellowship for local churches who wanted to pray for 
the city and remain connected to all involvement concerning Forest Park.

• Dr. Beeler immediately formed the Forest Park Ministers Association with a 
hand full of ministers from the Forest Park community of churches, businesses, 
and community leaders to meet once a month to join in this effort.

• One of the most important missions of FPMA was to help unify the city by 
bringing partnership between the community, businesses, and government of 
the city of Forest Park.
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GOALS

• To be an association that creates and helps unify the city to enhance the quality 
of life in Forest Park, Georgia. We will do this by meeting needs of the citizens, 
congregations, government representatives and business owners. 

• To make sure that no homeless or under privileged child goes hungry.

• To help feed other cities in the United States, and other locations across the 
world that are in need, through our Project Pack-A-Thon.
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PURPOSE

Over the years, the sole
purpose of FPMA has been to
support the vision of the city of
Forest Park by partnering
with elected governmental
officials, businesses, charities,
local and surrounding
communities.
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FPMA SPONSORED CHARITIES

• Stevens House Assisted Living (Vivian Hughes)

• Prison Re-Entry Program (Toni Jordan)

• Principal Dinner’s (Council Woman Kimberly James) 

• Safe Haven Transitional Living, Senior Center Feeding (Dr. Hoyt) 

• Hearts to Nourish Hope (Debbie Anglin)
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DAY OF PRAYER

Local Churches come together and pray on specific areas such as the School 
System, Race Relations, Church Unity, City Government, National 

Government, etc.
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Christmas Gifts for the Forest Park Police and Fire Departments

Bags full of office items, snacks, and gift cards are given to show support 
and gratitude for first responders in Forest Park. 
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COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP

Community Clean-Up

Community, Church, Government, and youth programs come together to help keep Forest Park beautiful by picking up trash and 
offering lawn services for disabled and senior citizens.
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LIVING LEGENDS EVENT

Living Legends Event

A formal banquet event recognizing outstanding citizens in our community.
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CITY WIDE REVIVAL

City Wide Revival 

Two day church service where community and local churches come together for worship.
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BACK TO SCHOOL YOUTH GATHERING

Back To School Youth Gathering

Partnering with the City of Forest Park, an annual event where youth throughout the City are given book bags, 
school supplies, and an opportunity to share their creative gifts and talents to glorify God (rap, dance, Mime, 

poetry, singing etc.)
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Forest Park Ministers Association Monthly Meetings

Every second Wednesday of the month, community leaders and residents come to hear about legislation and 
goals of implementation that affects us as citizens. 

**Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our monthly meetings are currently being held via Zoom**
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PACK-A-THON
Feed The Hunger Pack-A-Thon 

Partnering with Feed The Hunger, we produce thousands of nutritious meals that 
are distributed to families in need in America and abroad (30,000 stay in Clayton 

County, 60,000 sent to other communities)
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EVANGELISM EXPLOSION

FPMA hosted an Evangelism Explosion where churches came together as world-renown Evangelist 

Willie Clinkscales taught on the topic of Evangelism. After studying Scripture and completing his 

Evangelism manual, leaders were sent out into the Forest Park community to minister and win souls.
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CITY-WIDE PRAYER

Every 3rd Friday, we come together to touch and agree as we pray for our City, Our Government, 

Families and much more!
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CITY HALL PROCLAMATION 

FPMA was honored by Forest Park’s Mayor and Council with a proclamation 

celebrating our service for the city and its citizens.
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OTHER PROGRAMS/SERVICES

Community Thanksgiving Baskets

•Each year, we offer Thanksgiving Baskets for families in need within the Forest Park community. 

Adopt-A-School
•Each School in Forest Park is assigned a church partner to help support and meet any needs that 

may arise, which includes but is not limited to: School Supplies, Teacher Appreciation events, 
PTSO programs, student mentorship, and the school’s athletic programs.

Weekend School Lunch Program
•Partnering with Operation Lunchbox to serve seven schools in Forest Park, we offer non-

perishable food bags to students that have been identified by the school system as homeless.

Political Forum
•An open forum for council members to come and share their political views with the community, 

giving community members opportunity to hear their platforms and ask questions.
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PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS:  The Forest Park Ministers Association, located at 1000 Main St., was established in 

2004 by Dr. Leon D. Beeler as a collaborative approach to help build positive 

relations within the City of Forest Park while also working to bridge the gap 

amongst the community, businesses, churches and local government, and; 

WHEREAS: The Forest Park Ministers Association is made up of several churches from 

different denominations, businesses, and community leaders – all with the sole 

purpose of coming together to enhance the quality of life for constituents in both 

Forest Park and Clayton County and; 

WHEREAS: the current Chief Executive Officer and leadership team for the Forest Park 

Ministers Association oversees the planning of community events,  meetings, 

outreach efforts, local projects and sponsor recruitment, and; 

WHEREAS: Every 3rd Friday of each month at noon, Forest Park Ministers Association gathers 

outside on Main Street to pray for the City, its staff, residents, and businesses and; 

WHEREAS:  Each year, the Forest Park Ministers Associations hosts several popular community 

events that make a huge impact on the lives of Forest Park residents, including the 

annual Feed the Hunger Pack-A-Thon, National Day of Prayer, Forest Park Revival 

event, Pray and Clean event and many others. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Forest Park Governing body hereby 

recognizes The Forest Park Ministers Association for its dedication, commitment, and exemplary 

service to the residents, businesses, and constituents of Forest Park, Georgia.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand on this 15th day of April 2024 and 

have caused the Official Seal of the great City of Forest Park to be affixed hereto: 

 

___________________________ 
Angelyne Butler, MPA 

Mayor 
 

___________________________                              ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Kimberly James                              Councilmember Dabouze Antoine 
                  Ward 1                       Ward 2 
 
 
 
 

___________________________                               ______________________________ 
 Councilmember Hector Gutierrez                                  Councilmember Latresa Akins-Wells 
                   Ward 3                       Ward 4 
 

___________________________ 
Councilmember Allan Mears 

Ward 5 
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File Attachments for Item:

3. Presentation on Autism Awareness Month 2024: Building Community Within Forest Park-
Recreation and Leisure

Background/History:

Autism Spectrum Disorder, also known as ASD, is a developmental disability caused by differences in the 
brain. Individuals with ASD often have problems with social communication and interaction or restrictive or 
repetitive behaviors or interests. According to studies conducted by the CDC in 2020, within Georgia, 
around 1 in 46 children aged 8 were identified with Autism. Studies also show that early detection can help 
children with Autism achieve optimum health and reach their full potential when they reach adulthood. April 
is Autism Awareness Month where it strives to bring social and community awareness about autism 
acceptance and promotes inclusion and connectedness for people with autism as cases continue to rise. 
On Saturday, April 27, 2024 at 9:00am in the rear parking lot of the Elaine Corley Recreation Center, the 
Recreation & Leisure Services Department will host its first annual Autism Awareness Walk to bring more 
awareness to the City of Forest Park.
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: Autism Awareness Month 2024: Building Community Within Forest Park – Recreation 
& Leisure Services 

Submitted By: ReShai Reeves 

Date Submitted: April 08, 2024 

Work Session Date: April 15, 2024 

Council Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

Background/History: 

Autism Spectrum Disorder, also known as ASD, is a developmental disability caused by differences in the brain. 
Individuals with ASD often have problems with social communication and interaction or restrictive or repetitive 
behaviors or interests. According to studies conducted by the CDC in 2020, within Georgia, around 1 in 46 children 
aged 8 were identified with Autism. Studies also show that early detection can help children with Autism achieve 
optimum health and reach their full potential when they reach adulthood. April is Autism Awareness Month where it 
strives to bring social and community awareness about autism acceptance and promotes inclusion and 
connectedness for people with autism as cases continue to rise. On Saturday, April 27, 2024 at 9:00am in the rear 
parking lot of the Elaine Corley Recreation Center, the Recreation & Leisure Services Department will host its first 
annual Autism Awareness Walk to bring more awareness to the City of Forest Park. 

Cost: $ 0 Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 

N/A 

Action Requested from Council: 

No action is needed from Council. 
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AUTISM
AWARENESS

MONTH

April 2024
Presented by: ReShai Reeves, Program Coordinator

Recreation & Leisure Services Department Page 56
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KNOW THE FACTS...

3 
years old

boys 
vs. 

girls

Every 
race 3 levels
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SIGNS & SYMPTOMS

Poor eye contact
Trouble with pretend play
Delayed communication skills
Regression of skills
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BUILDING COMMUNITY WITHIN
FOREST PARK 101
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JOIN THE COMMUNITY
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File Attachments for Item:

4. Presentation on the February FY23-24 Financial Report-Finance Department

Background/History:

The Finance Department is presenting FY2023-2024 Monthly Financial review of the City’s financials. The 
purpose of the monthly financial review is to help us know how healthy the City’s cash flow is and help 
evaluate department performance to see if the executive office needs to reallocate resources to achieve the
financial goals for the City.
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: Financial Reporting of the FY2023-2024 Monthly Financial Report 

Submitted By: John Wiggins 

Date Submitted: 4/10/2024 

Work Session Date: 4/15/2024 

Council Meeting Date: 4//15/2024 

Background/History: 

The Finance Department is presenting FY2023-2024 Monthly Financial review of the City’s financials. The purpose 
of the monthly financial review is to help us know how healthy the City’s cash flow is and help evaluate department 
performance to see if the executive office needs to reallocate resources to achieve the financial goals for the City. 

 

Cost:  $0.00 Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact:  

 

Action Requested from Council: 
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FY2023-2024 MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
REPORT

John Wiggins

Finance Director

470-599-8286| jwiggins@forestparkga.gov

Page 63

Item # 4.



About the City of Forest Park
• Located roughly 10 miles south of downtown 

Atlanta, the City of Forest Park is home to a 

population of nearly 20,000 residents in Clayton 

County, Georgia, as well as many flourishing small, 

medium and large businesses. 

• The city was incorporated in 1908 and is 

approximately five miles from the Hartsfield-

Jackson Atlanta International Airport, with easy 

access to I-75, I-285 and I-675. 

• Notable area attractions include:

o BlueStar Studios

o Atlanta State Farmers Market

o Jonesy’s Place

o Starr Park

o Gillem Logistics Center
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Mayor and Forest Park City Council

FIRST RESPONDERS 
OF INFORMATION

Councilwoman Kimberly James (Ward 1)

Mayor Angelyne Butler, MPA

Councilman Hector Gutierrez (Ward 2)

Councilman Dabouze Antoine (Ward 2)

Councilman Allan Mears (Ward 5)Councilwoman Latresa Akins-Wells (Ward 4)
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City Manager & Department Directors

FIRST RESPONDERS 
OF INFORMATION

Ricky L. Clark, Jr., City Manager

Randi Rainey, City Clerk

Javon Anthony Lloyd, Public Information Officer

John Wiggins, Director of Finance

James Shelby, Capital Projects Manager

Tarik Maxwell, Director of Recreation and Leisure Services

Josh Cox, Director of Information Technology

Derry Walker, Director of Code Enforcement

Shalonda Brown, Director of Human Resources

Cedric McEachin, Director of Municipal Court Services

Chief Brandon Criss, Forest Park Police Department

Chief Latosha Clemons, Forest Park Fire and Emergency Services

Bobby Jinks, Director of Public Works

LaShawn Gardiner, Director of Planning & Community Development

Bruce Abraham, Director of Economic Development
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General Fund March Summary by Category

FIRST RESPONDERS 
OF INFORMATIN

 Period 03/31/2024 Beginning Fund Balance per Audit ---> 22,400,514        

Revenue CATEGORY Budget Month YTD ACTUAL BALANCE

31 Taxes $32,097,557 $1,897,077 $29,051,373 $3,046,184

32 Licenses and Permits $1,012,838 $13,394 $449,348 $563,490

33 Intergovernmental Revenues $0 $0 $3,727 -$3,727

34 Charges for Services $1,128,992 $34,308 $643,149 $485,842

35 Fines and Forfeitures $861,687 $325,953 $1,587,205 -$725,518

36 Investment Income $4,354 $1,282 $121,357 -$117,003

37 Contributions & Donations $0 $0 $1,000 -$1,000

38 Miscellaneous Revenue $3,378,973 $26,136 $252,332 $3,126,641

REVENUE TOTAL $38,484,401 $2,298,149 $32,109,491 $6,374,909

Expenses CATEGORY Budget Month YTD ACTUAL BALANCE

51 Personal Services $23,930,313 $1,663,206 $17,741,053 $6,189,260

52 Purchased/Contracted Services $5,207,547 $862,302 $3,144,766 $2,062,781

53 Supplies $5,015,346 $512,484 $2,990,154 $2,025,192

54 Capital Outlay $530,000 $10,225 $703,799 -$173,799

57 Other Costs $620,046 $0 $41,950 $578,096

58 Interest $3,251,715 $0 $0 $3,251,715

61 Other Financing Uses -$640,000 -$241,881 -$241,881 -$398,119

EXPENSE TOTAL $37,914,967 $2,806,336 $24,379,841 $13,535,126

REMAINING FUND BALANCE $30,130,164
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General Fund March Summary by Department

FIRST RESPONDERS 
OF INFORMATIN

Department Budget Actual Balance

% of 

Budget

Legislative 1,121,850        297,573       824,278       27%

Executive 1,111,640        781,757       329,883       70%

Finance 6,082,275        1,379,310    4,702,965    23%

Courts 689,868           457,489       232,379       66%

IT 1,608,480        1,215,351    393,129       76%

HR 609,150           429,109       180,041       70%

Economic Development 399,847           233,559       166,288       58%

Fleet 625,475           616,195       9,280            99%

Police 8,405,573        7,562,544    843,029       90%

E911 848,015           595,043       252,972       70%

Recreation 2,037,988        1,363,031    674,957       67%

PW - Streets 3,947,783        2,179,629    1,768,154    55%

PW - Starr Park 69,000              34,636          34,364          50%

PB & Z 901,632           607,099       294,533       67%

Animal Control 115,920           76,346          39,574          66%

Code Enforcement 389,456           211,565       177,891       54%

Fire EMS Services 2,348,847        1,255,386    1,093,461    53%

Fire Adminstration 6,565,968        5,070,276    1,495,692    77%

EMS 36,200              13,944          22,256          39%

Total GF Department 37,914,967     24,379,841 13,535,126 64%
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All Other Funds March Summary Table

FIRST RESPONDERS 
OF INFORMATIN

FUND

FUND 

NUMBER

REVENUE 

BUDGET

REVENUE 

ACTUAL

REVENUE 

BALANCE

EXPENSE 

BUDGET

EXPENSE 

ACTUAL

EXPENSE 

BALANCE

Federal DEA Fund 210 -                       3,074.95           (3,074.95)           -                       351.80              (351.80)            

Local Drug Task Fund 211 156,620.00        10,939.20         145,680.80        -                       82,334.58        (82,334.58)      

Fund 212 212 1,062,664.00    -                     1,062,664.00    20,000.00           716.80              19,283.20        

Federal Dept of Treasury 214 460,185.00        14,131.40         446,053.60        -                       295,189.80     (295,189.80)    

E911 Fund 215 191,135.00        182,916.31      8,218.69            128,527.00        355,459.40     (226,932.40)    

Grants Fund 220 1,978,652.00    -                     1,978,652.00    -                       -                    -                    

Multiple Grants Fund 250 2,753,530.00    13,943.83         2,739,586.17    16,036.00           -                    16,036.00        

Cares Act Fund 252 -                       -                     -                       2,589.00             -                    2,589.00          

ARPA Fund 253 5,098,748.00    5,098,748.00   -                       5,098,748.00     176,830.30     4,921,917.70  

Tax Allocation Dist #1 270 775,689.00        (151,795.56)     927,484.56        -                       (105,604.71)    105,604.71     

Hotel Motel Tax 275 155,309.00        36,326.58         118,982.42        155,309.00        4,132.62          151,176.38     

Capital Improvement Fund 300 1,575,083.00    46,592.96         1,528,490.04    1,994,396.00     1,059,533.72  934,862.28     

2008 SPLOST FUND 320 -                       18,988.99         (18,988.99)        1,442,381.00     16,539.73        1,425,841.27  

2015 SPLOST FUND 325 -                       60,547.29         (60,547.29)        -                       337,514.40     (337,514.40)    

2021 SPLOST FUND 326 5,704,115.00    3,568,411.81   2,135,703.19    -                       88.43                (88.43)              

Sanitation 540 -                       1,681,851.52   (1,681,851.52)  3,457,747.00     1,051,161.68  2,406,585.32  

DA Fund 580 -                       343,091.52      (343,091.52)      -                       -                    -                    

URA Fund 585 12,266,263.00  7,732,797.98   4,533,465.02    5,019,373.00     180,771.85     4,838,601.15  

URA Series 2021 586 -                       428,990.21      (428,990.21)      -                       868,005.31     (868,005.31)    

DDA Fund 590 522,912.50        3,391,284.44   (2,868,371.94)  878,910.08        250,037.30     628,872.78     
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Stay Informed & Connect With Us Online!
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Q&A

THANK YOU!
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File Attachments for Item:

5. Council Approval of a Property & Liability Brokerage Services – Executive Offices
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject:  Property & Liability Brokerage Services – Executive Offices 

Submitted By:  Ricky L. Clark, Jr., City Manager 

Date Submitted: April 11, 2024 

Work Session Date: April 15, 2024 

Council Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

Background/History: 
 
As part of the Executive Offices commitment to reviewing any/all contractual services for the City of 

Forest Park, we have come to the realization that property and liability brokerage services have not been 

bid out in over a decade. To address this issue, the staff recently issued a Request for Qualifications 

(RFQ) inviting applications from experienced and professionally licensed brokers to assist the City. 

However, Stearling & Seacrest, the incumbent broker, did not submit an RFQ.  

 

After reviewing all the submissions received, the staff is seeking authorization to immediately confirm 

Gallagher Risk Management Services as the Broker of Record. The purpose of this request is to allow 

sufficient time for Gallagher to properly market their services to ensure that the City of Forest Park 

obtains the best possible renewal.  

 

Gallagher Risk Management Services is a globally recognized insurance brokerage, risk management, 

and consulting firm. The City of Forest Park will join over 11,600 public entities who believe that their 

risk management needs can be best served by working with a broker that specializes in the Public 

Sector. Gallagher's current clients include municipalities such as the City of College Park, Clayton 

County Water Authority, the City of Hapeville, Cobb County Board of Commissioners, and the City of 

Waycross.  

 

The staff recommends that the City City Council approve the item, authorizing the engagement of a one-

year contract for broker services and the immediate termination of the current brokerage. 

 
 

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact:  
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Action Requested from Council: 
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File Attachments for Item:

6. Council Approval of the Budget Amendment for Special Revenue-Finance Department
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: Budget Amendment for Special Revenue 

Submitted By: John Wiggins 

Date Submitted: 4/8/2024 

Work Session Date: 4/15/2024 

Council Meeting Date: 4/15/2024 

Background/History: 

The City of Forest Park’s FY23-24 Operating Budget was unanimously adopted by the city council on June 29th, 2023. 
Prior to the adoption of the budget, city staff advised that funding and revenues would continuously be monitored for 
accuracy and reporting purposes. Staff is recommending that the understated funds be added to the operating budget, 
which will increase the stated revenue previously adopted on June 29th, 2023, from $397,928.00 to $3,659,993. 
Once the funds have been added to the operating budget, it is also recommended that City Council approve a budget 
amendment to accurately reflect the corrected operating budget amount of 41,986,503 for FY23-24.  

 

Cost:   Budgeted for:  Yes X No 

Financial Impact:  

The correction will decrease the stated revenue previously adopted on June 29th, 2023, from $10,498,571.00 to 
$8,479,679.00 and increase expenditures from $5,3611,198.00 to $5,937,274.00. This will result in a net surplus of 
($2,542,405) back to Fund Balance. Also, will improve the City’s audit findings for the next fiscal year audit. 

Action Requested from Council: 

The request of Council is to approve the Budget Amendment for the Special Revenues. 
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Special Revenue Funds

FY 2023-2024 Budget Amendment

Prepared by N Robinson

8-Apr-24

FUND Number FUND Name Current Budget Amendment Amended  Budget NOTES

210 DEA Fed Funds 0 7,575$                   7,575$                         Interest Revenue

211 Drug Task Force Fund 156,620$                      4,521$                   161,141$                     

212 212 1,062,664$                   (1,062,164)$           500$                            

214 Federal Funds 460,185$                      (440,000)$              20,185$                       

215 E911 191,135$                      183,865$               375,000$                     

250 Multi Grant Funds 2,753,530$                   -$                      2,753,530$                  Only Current Grant is CDBG

252 CARES Fund -$                              -$                      -$                             No Funds or Fund Balance

253 ARPA Funds 5,098,748$                   5,098,748$                  

270 Tax Allocation District 775,689$                      (712,689)$              63,000$                       

Total Revenue 10,498,571$                  (2,018,892)$           8,479,679$                  

FUND Number FUND Name Current Budget Amendment Amended  Budget NOTES

210 DEA Fed Funds -$                              1,000$                   1,000$                         

211 Drug Task Force Fund -$                              125,000$               125,000$                     Using Fund balance reserves

212 212 20,000$                        (19,000)$                1,000$                         

214 Federal Funds -$                              295,190$               295,190$                     Using Fund balance reserves

215 E911 -$                              237,300$               237,300$                     Motorola Debt Service

250 Multi Grant Funds 16,036$                        100,000$               116,036$                     CDBG Grant Expenses

252 CARES Fund 2,589$                          (2,589)$                 -$                             No Funds or Fund Balance 

253 ARPA Funds 5,098,748$                   5,098,748$                  

270 Tax Allocation District -$                              63,000$                 63,000$                       

Total Expense 5,137,373$                   799,901$               5,937,274$                  

Net Suplus (Deficit) 5,361,198.00$                  (2,818,793.00)$         2,542,405.00$                 

Reviewed by John Wiggins

4/8/2024

Revenue

Expenditures

Page 137

Item # 6.



File Attachments for Item:

7. Council Approval to enter into a contract with Garrard Construction to make exterior repairs to 
the Rite Aid Building in the amount of $28,319.00-Planning and Community Development Department
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Title of Agenda Item: Council Discussion and Approval to enter into a contract with Garrard Construction 
to make exterior repairs to the Rite Aid Building in the amount of $28,319.00 

Submitted By: James Shelby, Interim Director of PCD 

Date Submitted: April 10, 2024 

Work Session Date: April 15, 2024 

Council Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

Background/History: 
As part of the city's efforts to revitalize the downtown area, the city is renovating the facility formally known as Rite-
Aid , which is located on Forest Parkway. The 10,864 square feet space will feature a dual kitchen incubator, 
food vendor spaces, coffee vendor spaces, an area for beverages, creative spaces, meeting spaces, and a multi-
purpose stage. The design will be based on preliminary drawings completed by Precision Planning, Inc. (PPI) and 
presented to the Mayor and Council on November 6, 2023. The Garrard Construction Company will make repairs to 
the exterior of the building as outlined in the attached proposal. This project is funded by CNDG federal funds, 
which must be encumbered by May 1, 2024. 

Action Requested from Council:  

Approval to enter into a contract with Garrard Group to make exterior repairs to the Rite Aid Building 

Cost: $ 28,319.00 Budgeted for: x Yes  No 

Financial Impact: No Fiscal Impact to General Funds. Project funded by CDBG Reimbursements 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-___________ 

 

A RESOLUTION BY COUNCILMEMBERS KIMBERLY JAMES, 

DABOUZE ANTOINE, HECTOR GUTIERREZ, LATRESA AKINS- 

WELLS, AND ALLAN MEARS TO AWARD A RENOVATION AND 

REPAIR CONTRACT TO GARRARD CONSTRUCTION COMPANY. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Forest Park (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia and is charged with being fiscally responsible 

concerning the use and expenditure of all public funds; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as part of the City's efforts to revitalize the Downtown area, the City desires 

to renovate the facility formally known as Rite-Aid located at 833 Forest Parkway; and 

 

 WHEREAS, state law does not require public works contracts valued at less than $100,000 

to be competitively solicited by sealed bids; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City requested bids from several vendors and the Garrad Construction 

Company’s bid was the lowest and most responsible bidder. 

 

THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOREST PARK HEREBY 

RESOLVES: 

 

SECTION 1. Approval of Vendor.  The bid from Garrard Construction Company for the 

renovation and repair work to 833 Forest Parkway in the amount of $ 28,319.00 as presented to  

Council on April 15, 2024, is hereby approved, subject to the execution of a written agreement 

drafted by the City Attorney.   

 

SECTION 2. Public Record.  This document shall be maintained as a public record by the City 

Clerk and shall be accessible to the public during all normal business hours of the City of Forest 

Park. 

 

SECTION 3.  Authorization of Execution.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all 

documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 4.  Attestation. The City Clerk is authorized to execute, attest to, and seal any 

documents which may be necessary to effectuate this ordinance, subject to approval as to form by 

the City Attorney. 

 

SECTION 5.   Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its 

adoption by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Forest Park as provided in the City Charter. 

 

 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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SO RESOLVED this 15th day of April, 2024. 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

Angelyne Butler, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________   (SEAL)  

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_____________________________________ 

City Attorney 
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File Attachments for Item:

8. Council Approval of certain Purchases for the Fire Department-Fire Department
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Title of Agenda Item: Council Discussion and Approval of certain Purchases for the Fire Department-Fire 
Department 

Submitted By: Fire and EMS Department 

Date Submitted: 04-11-2024 

Work Session Date: 04-15-2024 

Council Meeting Date: 04-15-2024 

Background/History: 
The Forest Park Fire and EMS Department would like to purchase: 

 Two (2) Keiser Sleds for Fire Stations 2 and 3 in the amount of $10,176.51. The funding source to be used 
is 100-61-3510-52-3712 (Training Aides) 

 Four (4) Portable Radios in the amount of $22,370. The funding source to be used is 100-61-3510-52-
2209(Radio Equipment) 

 Five (5) Replacement Radios in the amount of $33,024.65. The funding source to be used is 100-60-3610-
52-3203 (Radio/pager Maintenance) 

 Ratification for a Lucas 3 V3 Chest Compression System in the amount of $15,624.46. The funding source 
to be used is 100-60-3610-53-1137 (Rescue Truck Equipment) 

 Ratification for Two (2) Bunker Gear Dryers for Fire Stations 1 and 2 in the amount of $ 28,545.00. The 
funding source to be used is 100-61-3510-52-2214 (Facility Improvements) 

 A Fire Prevention Trailer in the amount of $197,526.35. The funding source will be 100-61-3510-54-2502, 
Fire Prevention Funds collected in 2022-2023. 

 Super Struts and Jumbo Locks in the amount of $24,630.00. The funding source to be used is 100-61-
3520-53-1136; the vendor is Municipal Emergency Services 

 Twenty-five (25) Voice Amps in the amount of $16,313.25. The funding source to be used is 100-61-3510-
52-2209; the vendor is Municipal Emergency Services 

 

Action Requested from Council: 

 

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 
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A RESOLUTION BY COUNCILMEMBERS KIMBERLY JAMES, 

DABOUZE ANTOINE, HECTOR GUTIERREZ, LATRESA AKINS- 

WELLS, AND ALLAN MEARS TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

FIRE AND EMS DEPARTMENT. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Forest Park (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia and is charged with being fiscally responsible 

concerning the use and expenditure of all public funds; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City’s Fire and EMS Department finds it necessary to purchase the 

equipment outlined on Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein, to can better serve the 

growing needs of the City; and  

 

WHEREAS, this equipment is necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 

citizens of Forest Park; and 

 

THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOREST PARK HEREBY 

RESOLVES: 

 

SECTION 1. Approval of Vendors.  The quotes from the vendors outlined for the equipment 

listed on Exhibit A as presented to the Council on April 15, 2024, are hereby approved and/or 

ratified.   

 

SECTION 2. Public Record.  This document shall be maintained as a public record by the City 

Clerk and shall be accessible to the public during all normal business hours of the City of Forest 

Park. 

 

SECTION 3.  Authorization of Execution. The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents 

necessary to effectuate this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 4.  Attestation. The City Clerk is authorized to execute, attest to, and seal any 

documents which may be necessary to effectuate this ordinance, subject to approval as to form by 

the City Attorney. 

 

SECTION 5.   Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its 

adoption by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Forest Park as provided in the City Charter. 

 

 

SO RESOLVED this 15th day of April, 2024. 

 

       ________________________________ 

Angelyne Butler, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________   (SEAL)  

City Clerk 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_____________________________________ 

City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

Equipment Purpose Amount Vendor Procurement Method 

Two (2) Keiser Sleds for Fire 

Stations 2 and 3 

For training and conditioning exercises $10,176.51 Kaiser State Contract 

Four (4) Portable Radios For fire administration staff to stay in 

communication with officers and shift 

staff while responding to emergency 

calls and providing related services 

$22,370.00 Motorola 

Solutions 

State Contract 

Five (5) Replacement Radios To replace radio for first responders that 

have reached the end of their useful life  

$33,024.65 Motorola 

Solutions 

State Contract 

Lucas 3 V3 Chest 

Compression System 

To replace outdated unit for CPR on 

cardiac arrest patients 

$15,624.46 Stryker 

Medical 

Ratification of prior 

purchase 

Two (2) Bunker Gear Dryers 

for Fire Stations 1 and 2 

To install dryers that are specifically 

designed to dry suppression (bunker) 

gear only; one is already located at Fire 

Station 3. 

$ 28,545.00 Wholesale 

Commercial 

Laundry 

Equipment 

SE LLC 

Ratification of prior 

purchase 

Fire Prevention Trailer To provide fire safety education and 

training to the public  

$197,526.35 JHB Group State Contract 

Two (2) Super X Struts with 

1’ and 2’ extensions and eight 

(8) Jumbo Locks for Engines 

2 and 3 

To stabilize vehicles or equipment 

during emergencies to ensure first 

responder and patient safety 

$24,630.00 Municipal 

Emergency 

Services 

State Contract 

Twenty-five (25) Voice Amps To improve radio communication while 

firefighters wear self-contained 

breathing apparatuses (SCBA masks) 

when responding to emergencies 

$16,313.25 Municipal 

Emergency 

Services 

State Contract 
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File Attachments for Item:

9. Council Approval to Authorize the Police Department to Submit and Accept an Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Canine Grant- Police Department
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: 
Council Discussion and Approval for the Police Department to apply for 
and accept EOD Canine Grant 

Submitted By: Brandon Criss (Police Chief) 

Date Submitted: April 8, 2024 

Work Session Date: April 15, 2024 

Council Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

Background/History: 
The city of Forest Park has a population exceeding 20,000 residents, is a vibrant city hosting a mix of elements 
including a military base, diverse businesses such as industrial complexes, and its proximity to the world's busiest 
airport. The Forest Park Police Department has identified specific sensitive areas within the city, responding to an 
increased volume of service calls related to security threats. In response, the department is seeking authorization to 
pursue an Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) grant offered by Homeland Security. If successful in securing the 
grant, it will enable the acquisition of essential equipment, including a trained canine, specialized vehicle, and 
requisite training. These resources are essential for enhancing the department's capabilities in addressing threats 
posed by explosives, thereby ensuring the safety and security of Forest Park and its residents. Acceptance of the 
grant would signify a crucial step towards fortifying the city's preparedness and response to potential security risks. 

Cost: $ 

$0 

Budgeted for: X Yes  

 

No 

Financial Impact: $0 

 

Action Requested from Council: Vote for Approval 
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File Attachments for Item:

10. Council Approval to Accept the Donation of a Bloodhound-Police Department
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: 
Council Discussion and Approval to Accept the Donation of a Bloodhound  

Submitted By: Brandon Criss (Police Chief) 

Date Submitted: April 8, 2024 

Work Session Date: April 15,2024 

Council Meeting Date: April 15,2024 

Background/History: 

The Forest Park Police Department operates around the clock, every day of the year, with four 
shifts managing service calls. Currently, the department employs four Dual Purpose Canines, 
which undertake tasks such as search and rescue operations for missing persons, detection of 
illegal narcotics, and assistance in criminal apprehension. These Canines also engage in 
community-building activities by participating in educational programs in schools. 

The department is seeking approval to accept the donation of a Bloodhound from The Jimmy 
Rice Center. Established by the parents of Jimmy Ryce after his tragic kidnapping, rape, and 
murder in 1995, The Jimmy Ryce Center aims to prevent the sexual exploitation and predatory 
abduction of children, provide resources to parents and law enforcement in abduction cases, 
and assist in safely bringing abducted children home. The Bloodhound will be utilized primarily 
for search and rescue operations for missing persons, particularly those suffering from mental 
illness. The Jimmy Ryce Center has generously donated over 600 Bloodhounds to law 
enforcement agencies nationwide. 

The department is committed to covering all expenses related to the training, equipment, and 
healthcare for the Bloodhound. 

Cost: $ 

0 

Budgeted for: X Yes  

 

No 

Financial Impact: 0 

 

Action Requested from Council: Vote for Approval 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-___________ 

 

A RESOLUTION BY COUNCILMEMBERS KIMBERLY JAMES, 

DABOUZE ANTOINE, HECTOR GUTIERREZ, LATRESA AKINS- 

WELLS, AND ALLAN MEARS TO ACCEPT DONATION OF K-9 FROM 

THE JIMMY RICE CENTER. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Forest Park (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia and is charged with being fiscally responsible 

concerning the use and expenditure of all public funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Jimmy Ryce Center aims to prevent the sexual exploitation and predatory 

abduction of children, provide resources to parents and law enforcement in abduction cases, and 

assist in safely bringing abducted children home; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Jimmy Rice Center desires to donate a bloodhound to the Forest Park 

Police Department to serve as a K-9 officer, primarily focused on search and rescue operations for 

missing persons; and  

 

 WHEREAS, this generous donation from the Jimmy Rice Center will protect the health, 

safety, and welfare of the citizens of Forest Park. 

 

THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOREST PARK HEREBY 

RESOLVES: 

 

SECTION 1. Acceptance.  The City Council authorizes the Forest Park Police Department to 

accept the donated canine from the Jimmy Rice Center and further approves the expenses related 

to the training, equipment, and healthcare for the canine.  

 

SECTION 2. Public Record.  This document shall be maintained as a public record by the City 

Clerk and shall be accessible to the public during all normal business hours of the City of Forest 

Park. 

 

SECTION 3.  Authorization of Execution.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all 

documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 4.  Attestation. The City Clerk is authorized to execute, attest to, and seal any 

documents which may be necessary to effectuate this ordinance, subject to approval as to form by 

the City Attorney. 

 

SECTION 5.   Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its 

adoption by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Forest Park as provided in the City Charter. 

 

 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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SO RESOLVED this ___ day of April, 2024. 

 

       ________________________________ 

Angelyne Butler, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________   (SEAL)  

City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_____________________________________ 

City Attorney 
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File Attachments for Item:

11. Council Approval of the Special Facilities Request at Starr Park and sponsored by Legendary 
WIGO 1570 AM and Operation Push Too, LLC for Saturday, May 11, 2024 between 12pm-
6pm–Recreation and Leisure Department
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 City Council Agenda Item 

Subject: Special Facilities Request – Recreation Department 

Submitted By: Tarik Maxwell 

Date Submitted: 04/08/2024 

Work Session Date: 04/15/2024 

Council Meeting Date: 04/15/2024 

Background/History: 

 

“THE SECOND ANNUAL JAM FOR PEACE”, sponsored by “LEGENDARY WIGO 

1570 AM & OPERATION PUSH TOO, INC.”, scheduled for Saturday, May 11, 2024, 

12:00 PM-6:00 PM at Starr Park Amphitheater. During this event there will be a 

collective of activities, with musical performances and entertainment provided by local, 

regional, and national artists, church and school choirs, and include an education fair 

with the representation of higher institutions of learning, counseling for grants and 

scholarships, an employment/job fair with representation from businesses and 

employment agencies, to include, job counseling, interview techniques, resume 

preparation and dressing for an interview, a health fair with representation from local 

medical facilities, mental health agencies and clinics, peer counseling and mediation, to 

include some basic screenings.  

Cost: $  Budgeted for:  Yes  No 

Financial Impact: 

0.00 

Action Requested from Council: 

Looking for approval to allow this organization to use this facility at no cost. I recommend that they only pay for 
security. 
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