
 

 

Deschutes County encourages persons with disabilities to participate in all 

programs and activities. This event/location is accessible to people with disabilities. 

If you need accommodations to make participation possible, call (541) 388-6572 or 

email brenda.fritsvold@deschutes.org. 
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

1:00 PM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2025 

Allen Room - Deschutes Services Building - 1300 NW Wall Street – Bend 

(541) 388-6570 | www.deschutes.org 

AGENDA 

 

MEETING FORMAT: In accordance with Oregon state law, this meeting is open to the public and 

can be accessed and attended in person or remotely, with the exception of any executive session. 

 

Members of the public may view the meeting in real time via YouTube using this link: 

http://bit.ly/3mmlnzy. To attend the meeting virtually via Zoom, see below. 

 
Citizen Input: The public may comment on any topic that is not on the current agenda. 

Alternatively, comments may be submitted on any topic at any time by emailing 

citizeninput@deschutes.org or leaving a voice message at 541-385-1734. 
 

When in-person comment from the public is allowed at the meeting, public comment will also be 

allowed via computer, phone or other virtual means. 

 
Zoom Meeting Information: This meeting may be accessed via Zoom using a phone or computer. 
 

 To join the meeting via Zoom from a computer, use this link: http://bit.ly/3h3oqdD. 
 

 To join by phone, call 253-215-8782 and enter webinar ID # 899 4635 9970 followed by the 

passcode 013510. 
 

 If joining by a browser, use the raise hand icon to indicate you would like to provide public 

comment, if and when allowed. If using a phone, press *9 to indicate you would like to speak and 

*6 to unmute yourself when you are called on. 

 

 When it is your turn to provide testimony, you will be promoted from an attendee to a panelist. 
You may experience a brief pause as your meeting status changes. Once you have joined as a 
panelist, you will be able to turn on your camera, if you would like to. 
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Time estimates: The times listed on agenda items are estimates only. Generally, items will be heard in 
sequential order and items, including public hearings, may be heard before or after their listed times. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

CITIZEN INPUT 

The Board of Commissioners provides time during its public meetings for citizen input. This is an 

opportunity for citizens to communicate to the Commissioners on matters that are not otherwise 

on the agenda. Time is limited to 3 minutes. 

The Citizen Input platform is not available for and may not be utilized to communicate obscene or 

defamatory material. 

Note: In addition to the option of providing in-person comments at the meeting, citizen input comments 

may be emailed to citizeninput@deschutes.org or you may leave a brief voicemail at 541.385.1734. 

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of Order No. 2025-049, Mountain View Road Speed Zone, and Order No. 2025-

050, Buffalo Road Speed Zone 

2. Approval of Order No. 2025-052 setting a temporary speed limit of 25 mph on portions 

of South Century Drive and Huntington Road 

3. Approval of Document No. 2025-1036, an addendum (Bond Rider) to the NorWest 

Energy 2, LLC Solar Facility Decommissioning Bond and Improvement Agreement 

4. Approval of the minutes of the October 22, 2025 BOCC Meeting 

ACTION ITEMS 

5. Update from the Oregon Water Resources Department 

OTHER ITEMS 

These can be any items not included on the agenda that the Commissioners wish to discuss as part of 

the meeting, pursuant to ORS 192.640. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At any time during the meeting, an executive session could be called to address issues relating to ORS 

192.660(2)(e), real property negotiations; ORS 192.660(2)(h), litigation; ORS 192.660(2)(d), labor 

negotiations; ORS 192.660(2)(b), personnel issues; or other executive session categories. 
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Executive sessions are closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, 

are open to the media. 

Convening as the Governing Body of the 9-1-1 Service District 

6. Executive Session under ORS 192.660 (2) (h) Litigation 

Reconvening as the Governing Body for Deschutes County 

 

ADJOURN 
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AGENDA REQUEST & STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 3, 2025 

SUBJECT: Approval of Order No. 2025-049, Mountain View Road Speed Zone and Order 

No. 2025-050, Buffalo Road Speed Zone 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

Move approval of Order Nos. 2025-049 and 2025-050 to reduce the speed limit on a 

portion of Mountain View Road and a portion of Buffalo Road to 35 mph. 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Speed limits on all public roads in Oregon are set by state law in the Oregon Vehicle Code. 

Implementation of a speed zone, which changes the speed limit on a given segment of a 

public road from the statutory speed limit, requires a speed zone order.  Under the Oregon 

Vehicle Code, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) is responsible for 

conducting speed zone investigations to determine a recommended speed limit and for 

issuing speed zone orders that set a new designated speed that differs from a previously 

designated speed on county roads. However, under the Oregon Vehicle Code, ODOT can 

delegate speed zoning authority to a county for roads under the county’s authority with an 

average daily traffic of less than 400 vehicles per day.  A county with this delegated 

authority is required to conduct speed zone investigations in accordance with ODOT 

standards. 

 

Buffalo Drive and Mountain View Road both provide access to the Whychus Canyon Estates 

community from Wilt Road.  Buffalo Drive and Mountain View Road are functionally 

classified as local roads and the segments are 1.38 miles and 1.25 miles in length, 

respectively.  The roads lie within and provide access to RR10-zoned lands.   

 

The current speed limit on Buffalo Drive between Wilt Road and Mountain View Road is 45 

miles per hour as set by Order No. 98-108.  The current speed limit on Mountain View Road 

between Buffalo Drive and the easterly end of County maintenance is the statutory speed 

limit of 55 mph, however the segment is currently posted at 45 mph.  

 

In recent years, the Road Department has received several requests from Whychus Canyon 
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Estates residents for reduced speed limits on Buffalo Drive and Mountain View Road east 

of Buffalo Drive.  In response, Department staff conducted a speed zone investigation on 

both roads; the report from this investigation is included with the agenda item materials.  

Based on this investigation, the Department is recommending a designated speed of 35 

mph for both Buffalo Drive and Mountain View Road east of Buffalo Drive. 

 

The area adjacent to the roads is residential in context, with residents using the paved 

roadway cross-sections for walking and biking.  The recommended speed of 35 mph is 

generally consistent with the observed 50th-percentile speeds (the speed at or below which 

50% of vehicles were observed to be travelling during the study).  

 

Adoption of Order No. 2025- 049 will reduce the speed limit on Mountain View Road 

between Buffalo Drive and the easterly end of County maintenance from a statutory 55 

mph to 35 mph, while adoption of Order No. 2025-050 will rescind Order No. 98-108 and 

reduce the speed limit on Buffalo Drive between Wilt Road and Mountain View Road from 

45 mph to 35 mph. 

 

BUDGET IMPACTS:  

None. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

Cody Smith, County Engineer/Assistant Road Department Director 
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STANDARD REPORT OF SPEED ZONE INVESTIGATION: 

MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD & 

BUFFALO DRIVE 

DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 

 

 

RENEWS:   JUNE 30, 2026 

 

Date Signed:  ____________________ 

 
61150 SE 27TH STREET 

       BEND, OREGON 97702 
       PHONE: (541) 388-6581 
       FAX: (541) 388-2719 
       WEB:  www.deschutescounty.gov/road 
        

 

Digitally signed 
by Cody Smith
Date: 2025.10.29 
07:01:30-07'00'
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DESCHUTES COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT 
Standard Report of Speed Zone Investigation 

Mountain View Road & Buffalo Drive 
Deschutes County, Oregon 

10/20/2025 
 
 

Recommendation: Establish the following speed zoning: 
 

Section Investigated:  Existing Recommended 
Section A: 
Mountain View Road 
Road No. 01226 
Segment No. 30 

From: MP 1.07 (Buffalo Dr) 
To: MP 2.30 (End County Maintenance) 

55 MPH 35 MPH 

    
 Historical Background: 

Segment presently signed at 45mph, 
although no speed zone order exists. 25mph 
Residence District established in 2017 on 
Segment No. 20 (Mountain View Rd to 
Westerly End County Maintenance). 

  

    
 Previous Action: 

No record of order establishing 45mph 
speed available. Signs have been maintained 
since 2011 or earlier. 

  

    
Section B: 
Buffalo Drive 
Road No. 01225 
Segment No. 10 & 20 

From: MP 0 at Wilt Rd 
To: MP 1.38 at Mountain View Rd 

45 MPH 35 MPH 

    
 Historical Background: 

45mph speed zone established in 1998. 
  

    
 Previous Action: 

Order No. 98-108 
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Investigation Section A Section B 
Section Length, miles 1.23 1.38 
Measured 85% Speed, MPH 48.1 48.8 
Measured 50% Speed, MPH 36.2 42.5 
2021-2023 Crash Rate   0 1.3 
Average Daily Traffic, vpd 236 (Year 2023) 389 (Year 2025) 
Context1 Rural Community Rural Community 
Land Use Density NA NA 
Culture Type Rural Rural 
Horizontal Alignment Low Curvature Reversing Curve into Tangent 
Vertical Alignment Mostly Level Mildly Undulating 

Curve Signs & Speed Riders None 
Curve Warning w/ 30mph Adv. 

Speed 
Existing Posted Speed, MPH 45 45 
Recommended Speed, MPH 35 35 
   
Roadway Data   
Surface Type Paved Paved 
Number of Lanes 2 2 
Width, ft 24 26 
Parking Not Prohibited Not Prohibited 
Shoulders 2 feet each side, gravel 2 feet each side, gravel 
Business or Residence District? Yes, Residence No 
Maintenance Jurisdiction Deschutes County Deschutes County 

Intersecting Public Streets2 Buffalo Dr, Club Rd (2) 
Appaloosa Dr, Cayuse Pl, Sorrel Dr, 

Pinto Dr, Longhorn Dr, Mustang 
Dr, Doggie Dr, Annies Dr2 

     Paved Yes Yes 
     Stop-Controlled Yes Yes 
     Signalized or Other Controlled No No 
Pedestrian Activity Yes Yes 
Bicycle Activity Yes Yes 
     Bicycle Lanes or Shoulder Bikeways  No No 
Sidewalk, % of Section Length None None 
Bicycle Lane, % of Section Length None None 
Number of Marked Crosswalks 0 0 
Number of Enhanced Crosswalks 0 0 
Number of Transit Stops 0 0 
   
Crash Data   
Study Period 2021-2023 2021-2023 
Total Crashes   
     Fatal (K) Crashes 0 0 
     Serious Injury (A) Crashes 0 0 
     Injury (B) and (C) Crashes 0 0 
     No Injury (O) Crashes 0 1 
Section Crash Rate (R), 
crashes/million vehicles 0 1.3 

Comparable Crash Rate (r), 
crashes/million vehicles 3 

N/A N/A 

Crash Rate Deviation (R-r), 
crashes/million vehicles 

N/A N/A 

   
   
   
   

8

11/03/2025 Item #1.



  Page 3 
 

Investigation Section A Section B 
Spot Speed Data:   
85% Speed, MPH 48.1 48.8 
50% Speed, MPH 36.2 42.5 
Pace limits 4 30-39 40-49 
% in Pace 52.5 59.2 
Maximum Speed, MPH 99.7 70 
Posted Speed, MPH 55 45 
% Exceeding Posted Speed 16 32 
Computed 85% Speed, MPH 5 48.1 48.8 
Recommended Speed, MPH 35 35 

Notes: 
1. Both Buffalo Drive and Mountain View Road are located in the Squaw Creek Canyon Recreational Estates subdivision, 

with RR10 zoning.  
2. All intersecting streets along Buffalo Drive are public roadways, except for Annies Drive (private access). All roadway 

approaches are stop-controlled. 
3. Comparable Crash Rates are not available. 
4. Ten mile per hour range containing the largest number of sampled vehicles. 
5. Computed Speed is 85th-percentile speed minus Crash Rate Deviation (R-r) 

 

Factors Influencing Recommendation: 

Section A: Mountain View Road (MP 1.07 to MP 2.30) 

1. A Residence District designation allows setting speeds lower than the 85th percentile where 
development density meets statutory residence criteria per ORS 801.430. A Residence District 
designation presently exists between MP 0.00 and MP 1.07, as a result of a determination made 
by the Deschutes County Engineer in 2017. 

2. The measured 50th percentile speed of 36.2 MPH indicates a speed distribution that supports a 
lower posted speed than what presently exists along the roadway segment. The Recommended 
Speed is within the range allowable in the Speed Zone Manual1 (5 MPH below 50th Percentile). 

3. Pedestrian and bicycle activity were observed along the corridor, mostly from residents who live 
in the area. The roadway cross-section has no sidewalks and paved shoulders less than three 
feet in width. Accordingly, there is a higher potential for severe human-vehicle and/or cyclist-
vehicle conflicts, especially at higher vehicle speeds. 

4. The recommended speed is consistent with nearby posted speeds on similar rural community 
roads in Deschutes County. A uniform 35 MPH posted speed recommendation is justified 
throughout the travel corridor along Buffalo Drive and Mountain View Road. 

 
Section B: Buffalo Drive (MP 0.00 to MP 1.38) 

1. Along Buffalo Drive, the measured 85th percentile speed of 48.8 MPH and 50th percentile speed 
of 42.5 MPH do not support a posted speed of 35 MPH, according to guidance in OAR 734-
020.0015. However, given the existing and proposed posted speeds on nearby Mountain View 
Rd, the 35 MPH designation is appropriate.  

2. Numerous intersecting residential streets and driveway accesses exist along the roadway 
segment. While the spacing of these accesses does not meet the minimum spacing for a 
residence district determination, their relatively high density increases potential for 
intersectional and rear-end conflicts. 

3. Pedestrian and bicycle activity were observed along the corridor, mostly from residents who live 
in the area. The roadway cross-section has no sidewalks and paved shoulders less than three 

 
1 Speed Zone Manual (2025). Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), May 2025. 
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feet in width. Accordingly, there is a higher potential for severe human-vehicle and/or cyclist-
vehicle conflicts, especially at higher vehicle speeds. 

4. The most recent five-year crash history (2020–2024) indicates one reported property damage 
only (PDO) crash that was not speed-involved, according to the crash report attributes. 

5. While the recommended speed posting of 35 MPH is not within the suggested range according 
to guidance in the Speed Zone Manual2, it is maintained for the following reasons: 

A. It is consistent with lower speed postings on adjacent residential roads and residence 
districts, supporting road user expectancy and compliance. 

B. Given the classification of the roadway (Rural Local), there are no geometric 
improvements planned for this segment of roadway, and no speed management 
countermeasures are expected to make an appreciable difference in the frequency of 
vehicle speeding. 

C. Enforcement has already been employed on numerous occasions at the request of 
nearby residents, and Deschutes County Road Department has implemented temporary 
radar speed feedback trailers on a seasonal basis. Neither effort has made a substantial 
effect on the occurrence of speeding. Residents in the area continue to express 
concerns with the current vehicle speeds.  

 
2 Speed Zone Manual (2025). Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), May 2025. 
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Site Photos 

Mountain View Road 
Deschutes County 

July 30th, 2025 
 

 
Photo 1: Looking North-East from intersection between Mountain View Rd. and Buffalo Dr 

 

 
Photo 2: Looking South-West at the intersection between Mountain View Rd. and Buffalo Dr 

 
 

12

11/03/2025 Item #1.



  Page 7 
 

Site Photos 
Buffalo Drive 

Deschutes County 
July 30th, 2025 

 

 
Photo 3: Looking East at intersection between Buffalo Dr and Mountain View Rd 
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Site Photos 
Buffalo Drive 

Deschutes County 
July 30th, 2025 

 

 
Photo 4: Looking East from intersection between Buffalo Dr and Cayuse Dr 

 

 
Photo 5: Looking West from intersection between Buffalo Dr and Cayuse Dr 
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CRASH SUMMARY TABLE

ROADWAY: Mt. View Rd
SECTION: 30

ROAD NO.: 01226
MAINT. ZONE: 1

COUNTY: Deschutes
FROM: MP 0.07

TO: MP 1.07
YEARS: 2020-2024
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CODE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 - & K A B/C O

YEAR: 2020 0
2021 0
2022 0
2023 0
2024 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

AVERAGE ANNUAL CRASH RATE 0
NOTES:

     1) 
Compiled By: CWA

Date: 8/22/2025

CRASH CLASSIFICATIONCOLLISION TYPE

No reported crashes within the study area based on available 5-year crash data.
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CRASH SUMMARY TABLE

ROADWAY: Buffalo Dr. 
SECTION: 10 & 20

ROAD NO.: 01225
MAINT. ZONE: 1

COUNTY: Deschutes
FROM: MP 0

TO: MP 1.38
YEARS: 2020-2024
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CODE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 - & K A B/C O

YEAR: 2020 0
2021 1 1 1
2022 0
2023 0
2024 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

AVERAGE ANNUAL CRASH RATE 0.2
NOTES:

     1) 
Compiled By: CWA

Date: 8/22/2025

COLLISION TYPE CRASH CLASSIFICATION

Bicycle crashes are only counted in crashes in which a pedestrian or bicycle was struck by a motor vehicle, not where they 
might have been involved but not struck. 
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Deschutes County Road Department

Spot Speed Measurement Report

Section A - Mountain View Rd - Site 1

Roadway Mt. View Rd Date 10/10/2023

City Sisters Time 48 Hour

County Deschutes Weather Partly Cloudy

Location MP 1.12, 0.1mi E. of Buffalo Dr Investigator CWA/BMW

Direction of Travel EB/WB Agency/Company Deschutes County Road Dept.

Combined Direction Speed Profile

Summary Statistics
Direction Eastbound Westbound Combined
Total # of Vehicles 246 198 444

Measured 50th %ile Speed, MPH 
1 35.5 33 36.3

Measured 85th %ile Speed, MPH 
1 42.1 62.8 46

Mean Speed, MPH 34.9 38.9 36.7

Pace Limits, MPH 
2 30.1-40.0 25.8-35.7 27.9-37.8

% in Pace 62.5 52.5 52.5
Max Speed, MPH - - 99.7
Posted Speed, MPH 45 45 45
% Exceeding Posted Speed 5 33 16
1  50th and 85th Percentile speeds measured from raw traffic data using Centurion traffic analysis software.
2  10 mph range containing the largest number of sampled vehicles.
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Calcualted 85th Percentile Speed 
=  41.0 MPH

Measured 50th Percentile Speed 
= 30.1 MPH

Posted Speed = 45 MPH
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Deschutes County Road Department

Spot Speed Measurement Report

Section A - Mountain View Rd - Site 2

Roadway Mt. View Rd Date 10/10/2023

City Sisters Time 48 Hour

County Deschutes Weather Partly Cloudy

Location MP 1.72, 0.1mi E. of Club Rd Investigator CWA/BMW

Direction of Travel EB/WB Agency/Company Deschutes County Road Dept.

Combined Direction Speed Profile

Summary Statistics
Direction Eastbound Westbound Combined
Total # of Vehicles 166 163 329

Measured 50th %ile Speed, MPH 
1 38.1 38.2 38.2

Measured 85th %ile Speed, MPH 
1 43.4 43.9 44.4

Mean Speed, MPH 38.1 38.3 38.2

Pace Limits, MPH 
2 35.7-45.6 36.2-46.1 35.0-44.9

% in Pace 63.3 55.2 59.3
Max Speed, MPH - - 64
Posted Speed, MPH 45 45 45
% Exceeding Posted Speed 10 14 15
1  50th and 85th Percentile speeds measured from raw traffic data using Centurion traffic analysis software.
2  10 mph range containing the largest number of sampled vehicles.
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Calculated 85th Percentile Speed 
=  39.6 MPH

Calculated 50th Percentile Speed 
= 34.0 MPH

Posted Speed = 45 MPH
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Deschutes County Road Department

Spot Speed Measurement Report

Section B - Buffalo Dr

Roadway Buffalo Dr Date 7/14/2025

City Sisters Time 24 Hour

County Deschutes Weather Partly Cloudy

Location MP 0.98, 0.05mi E. of Pinto Dr. Investigator CWA/BMW

Direction of Travel EB/WB Agency/Company Deschutes County Road Dept.

Combined Direction Speed Profile

Summary Statistics
Direction Eastbound Westbound Combined
Total # of Vehicles 240 240 486

Measured 50th %ile Speed, MPH 
1 43.3 41 42.5

Measured 85th %ile Speed, MPH 
1 48.6 49.1 48.8

Mean Speed, MPH 43.3 41.5 42.4

Pace Limits, MPH 
2 36-45 36-45 36-45

% in Pace 69.1% 56.7% 63.0%
Max Speed, MPH - - -
Posted Speed, MPH 45 45 45
% Exceeding Posted Speed 26.5% 24.2% 25.2%
1  50th and 85th Percentile speeds measured from raw traffic data using TrafficViewerPro traffic analysis software.
2  10 mph range containing the largest number of sampled vehicles.
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Calcualted 85th Percentile Speed 
=  47.8 MPH

Calcualted 50th Percentile Speed = 
41.6 MPH

Posted Speed = 45 MPH
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For Recording Stamp Only 

 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 

 
An Order Establishing a Designated Speed of 
35 Miles Per Hour on Mountain View Road 

* 
* 
* 

 
ORDER NO. 2025-049 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 810.180(5)(f), the Oregon Department 

of Transportation (ODOT) has delegated its authority under the Oregon Vehicle Code to Deschutes 
County with respect to establishing designated speeds on low-volume highways under the County’s 
road authority; and 

WHEREAS, under ODOT criteria, low-volume highways are public roads with an average daily 
traffic of less than 400 vehicles per day; and 

WHEREAS, Mountain View Road is a County road that lies outside the corporate limits of any 
city and has an average daily traffic volume of 236 vehicles per day; and 

WHEREAS, the Deschutes County Road Department conducted an engineering and traffic 
investigation for Mountain View Road in accordance with ODOT criteria; and 

WHEREAS, based on the findings of said engineering and traffic investigation, the Deschutes 
County Road Department has found that the speed designated in ORS 811.105, ORS 811.111, or any 
previous order with respect to the designated speed is greater than is reasonable under the conditions 
found to exist upon Mountain View Road and has recommended a designated speed on Mountain View 
Road of 35 miles per hour (MPH); now, therefore  

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON, 
HEREBY ORDERS as follows: 

Section 1. That the designated speed for the following highway segment be as follows: 

Highway Name: Mountain View Road 

   LOCATION OF TERMINI 

From: To: 

Designated 
Speed 

(Miles/Hour) 

Buffalo Drive East End County Maintenance 35 

 

Section 2. That the Deschutes County Road Department shall install appropriate signs giving 
notice of the designated speed in accordance with ORS 810.180(5)(e). 

REVIEWED 

______________ 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
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PAGE 2 OF 2- ORDER NO. 2025-049 

 

Section 3. That the signs installed pursuant to this order comply with the provisions of ORS 
810.210 and 810.220. 

Section 4. That any previous order with respect to the designated speed of the above highway 
segment which is in conflict with the provisions of this order is hereby rescinded. 

Section 5. That this order will remain in effect until and unless rescinded by order of the Board 
of County Commissioners. 

  
DATED this _____ day of ____________________, 2025. 
 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 
  

 
_____________________________________________ 
ANTHONY DEBONE, CHAIR 

ATTEST: 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
PATTI ADAIR, VICE CHAIR 

 
 
______________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 
_____________________________________________ 
PHIL CHANG, COMMISSIONER 

 
 
 

21

11/03/2025 Item #1.



PAGE 1 OF 2- ORDER NO. 2025-049 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
For Recording Stamp Only 

 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 

 
An Order Establishing a Designated Speed of 
35 Miles Per Hour on Buffalo Drive 

* 
* 
* 

 
ORDER NO. 2025-049 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 810.180(5)(f), the Oregon Department 

of Transportation (ODOT) has delegated its authority under the Oregon Vehicle Code to Deschutes 
County with respect to establishing designated speeds on low-volume highways under the County’s 
road authority; and 

WHEREAS, under ODOT criteria, low-volume highways are public roads with an average daily 
traffic of less than 400 vehicles per day; and 

WHEREAS, Buffalo Drive is a County road that lies outside the corporate limits of any city and 
has an average daily traffic volume of 389 vehicles per day; and 

WHEREAS, the Deschutes County Road Department conducted an engineering and traffic 
investigation for Buffalo Drive in accordance with ODOT criteria; and 

WHEREAS, based on the findings of said engineering and traffic investigation, the Deschutes 
County Road Department has found that the speed designated in ORS 811.105, ORS 811.111, or any 
previous order with respect to the designated speed is greater than is reasonable under the conditions 
found to exist upon Buffalo Drive and has recommended a designated speed on Buffalo Drive of 35 
MPH; now, therefore  

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON, 
HEREBY ORDERS as follows: 

Section 1. That the designated speed for the following highway segment be as follows: 

Highway Name: Buffalo Drive 

   LOCATION OF TERMINI 

From: To: 

Designated 
Speed 

(Miles/Hour) 

Wilt Road Mountain View Road 35 

Section 2. That the Deschutes County Road Department shall install appropriate signs giving 
notice of the designated speed in accordance with ORS 810.180(5)(e). 

Section 3. That the signs installed pursuant to this order comply with the provisions of ORS 
810.210 and 810.220. 

REVIEWED 

______________ 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
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Section 4. That any previous order with respect to the designated speed of the above highway 
segment which is in conflict with the provisions of this order is hereby rescinded. 

Section 5. That this order will remain in effect until and unless rescinded by order of the Board 
of County Commissioners. 

  
DATED this _____ day of ____________________, 2025. 
 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 
  

 
_____________________________________________ 
ANTHONY DEBONE, CHAIR 

ATTEST: 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
PATTI ADAIR, VICE CHAIR 

 
 
______________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 
_____________________________________________ 
PHIL CHANG, COMMISSIONER 
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AGENDA REQUEST & STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 3, 2025 

SUBJECT: Approval of Order No. 2025-052 setting a temporary speed limit of 25 mph on 

portions of S Century Dr and Huntington Rd 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

Move approval of Order No. 2025-052. 

 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

The Deschutes County Road Department is delivering the S Century Drive/Huntington Road 

Intersection Improvements project, which includes construction of a roundabout at the 

intersection. Construction of the roundabout requires temporary widening and changes in 

the roadway alignments within the vicinity of the construction site. Construction is 

anticipated to take up to nine months.  Due to observed traffic volumes on the subject 

roadways and the required temporary widening/change in roadway alignment to 

accommodate two lanes of vehicle traffic during construction, Road Department staff have 

determined that a temporary speed limit of 25 mph is prudent to maintain safety for the 

travelling public during construction.  

 

Pursuant to ORS 810.180(8), a road authority may establish by ordinance or order a 

temporary designated speed for a highway that is lower than the statutory speed.  The 

Road Department is requesting that a temporary designated speed of 25 mph be 

implemented on South Century Drive and Huntington Road within the project work zone.    

The current posted speeds on S Century Drive and Huntington Rd within the vicinity of the 

intersection are 50 mph and 40 mph, respectively.   

 

Adoption of Order No. 2025-052 will implement a temporary designated speed of 25 mph 

on S Century Drive and Huntington Rd within the vicinity of the intersection.  The 

temporary speed limit will be in effect for the duration of the intersection improvement 

project, which is presently anticipated to be substantially completed by June 30, 2026. 

 

BUDGET IMPACTS:  None 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Cody Smith, County Engineer/Assistant Road Department Director 
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For Recording Stamp Only 

 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 

 
An Order Setting a Temporary Speed Limit of 25 Miles Per 
Hour on Portions of S Century Dr and Huntington Rd 

* 
* 
* 

 
ORDER NO. 2025-052 

 
WHEREAS, the Deschutes County Road Department is causing for the construction of a new 

roundabout at the intersection of South Century Drive and Huntington Road located in Deschutes 
County; and 

WHEREAS, the construction of the roundabout will require the temporary widening and 
realignment of the roadways to allow for two-way traffic during construction; and 

WHEREAS, the Deschutes County Road Department, pursuant to the provisions of ORS 
810.180(8), has determined that the implementation of the temporary widening/realignment will alter 
the character of the roadway to the extent that a temporary designated speed lower than the current 
posted speed is necessary to protect the safety of the traveling public; now, therefore  

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON, 
HEREBY ORDERS as follows: 

Section 1. That the designated speed for the following roadways be as follows: 

Road Name: S Century Dr Huntington Rd 

Designated Speed: 25 miles per hour 25 miles per hour 

From: Milepost 5.02 Milepost 0.00 

To:  Milepost 5.41  Milepost 0.11 

 

Section 2. That the Deschutes County Road Department or its contractor shall install 
appropriate signs giving notice of the designated speed per ORS 810.180(8)(d). 

Section 3. That the signs installed pursuant to this order comply with the provisions of ORS 
810.210. 

Section 4 That this speed zone will be in effect upon signature of the Board of County 
Commissioners and will terminate on June 30, 2026. 

Section 5. That this Order shall be recorded in the office of the Deschutes County Clerk. 

  

REVIEWED 

______________ 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
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DATED this _____ day of ____________________, 2025. 
 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 
  

 
_____________________________________________ 
ANTHONY DEBONE, CHAIR 

ATTEST: 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
PATTI ADAIR, VICE CHAIR 

 
 
______________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
 
_____________________________________________ 
PHIL CHANG, COMMISSIONER 
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AGENDA REQUEST & STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE:   November 3, 2025 

SUBJECT: Approval of Document No. 2025-1036, an addendum (Bond Rider) to the 

NorWest Energy 2, LLC Solar Facility Decommissioning Bond and Improvement 

Agreement 

 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

Move approval of Document No. 2025-1036, a Bond Rider to the NorWest Energy 2, LLC 

Solar Facility Decommissioning Bond and Improvement Agreement (Document No. 2017-

232). 

 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

NorWest Energy 2, LLC has requested a correction to the decommissioning Bond 

associated with the solar farm located at 21850 Neff Road, Bend, OR 97701. Specifically, the 

request is to add a rider to the Bond to update the identified Principal. 

 

County Legal Counsel has reviewed the proposed rider and confirmed that no obligations 

of the Improvement Agreement or Bond are being modified. NorWest Energy 2, LLC 

continues to be responsible for performance under the Improvement Agreement, and 

Westchester Fire Insurance Company continues to insure NorWest’s obligations under the 

Improvement Agreement. 

 

BUDGET IMPACTS:  

None 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

Caroline House, Senior Planner 
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Deschutes County Document No. 2025-1036 

WESTCHESTER FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 

436 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

 

Bond Rider 

 

To be attached to and made a part of Bond Number _K09543910 

 

On behalf of CCP NI Managing Member 4, LLC, as Principal, and executed by Westchester Fire 

Insurance Company, as Surety, in favor of Deschutes County, a political subdivision of the State of 

Oregon as Obligee. 

 

In consideration of the mutual agreements herein contained, the Principal and the Surety hereby consent 

to the following changes:  

 

1. Change of principal 

 

From: CCP NI Managing Member 4, LLC 

To: NorWest Energy 2, LLC 

 

2. Change reference to NorWest Energy 2, LLC in 2nd paragraph  

 

From: NorWest Energy 2, LLC (“NorWest”), an affiliate of Principal 

To: NorWest Energy 2, LLC (“NorWest”), Principal 

 

3. Change reference to NorWest Energy 2, LLC, an affiliate of Principal in first recital 

 

From: NorWest Energy 2, LLC, an affiliate of Principal 

To: NorWest Energy 2, LLC, Principal 

 

4. Change all references to “NorWest” and “NorWest’s” 

 

From: “NorWest” and “NorWest’s” 

To: “Principal” and “Principal’s” 

 

 

These changes are to become effective __________________ 

 

All other terms and conditions of the above said bond shall remain unchanged.  

 

Signed, sealed and dated this  _______ day of   November, 2025. 

 

 

Westchester Fire Insurance Company 
 

By: ________________________________ 

     , Attorney-in-fact 

 

 

NorWest Energy 2, LLC 
 

By ___________________________________________ 

 

Title: Michael J. Discenza Jr., CFO 
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Westchester Fire Insurance Company 
Solar Facility Decommissioning Bond 

Bond No. K09543910 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That CCP NI Managing Member 4, LLC, a 
Delaware limited liability company (hereinafter called the Principal), and Westchester Fire 
Insurance Company (hereinafter called the Surety), a corporation duly organized under the laws of 
the State of Pennsylvania, are held and firmly bound unto Deschutes County, a political 
subdivision of the State of Oregon (hereinafter called the Obligee), in the full and just sum of 
One Million and No/100 Dollars ($1,000,000.00), the payment of which sum, well and truly to be 
made, the said Principal and Surety bind themselves, and each of their heirs, administrators, 
executors, and assigns, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

WHEREAS, the Obligee has issued to NorWest Energy 2, LLC ("NorWest"), an affiliate of 
Principal, and to the owner of real property located in Deschutes County, Oregon, and legally 
described on the attached Exhibit A, a land use permit (Deschutes County Land Use File 
Nos. 247-15-000168-CU /247-15-000169-SP, as modified by 247-16-000225-MC related to (real 
property located at 62435 Erickson Road, Bend, Deschutes County, Oregon) and as a 
requirement of such permit and NorWest's lease of such real property from its owner, NorWest is 
obligated to remove the Solar Facility equipment from property located at (62435 Erickson Road, 
Bend, Deschutes County, Oregon) upon discontinuance of service in accordance with the terms 
of the land use permit and in accordance with the terms of that certain Improvement Agreement 
executed pursuant to the permit, including but not limited to Condition 12 of Deschutes County 
Land Use File Nos. 247-15-000168-CU/247-15-000169-SP (a copy of which is attached hereto as 
Exhibit .BJ. 

WHEREAS, the Obligee has agreed to accept this bond (provided it remains in effect for the time 
period identified in Condition 12) as security for performance of NorWest's obligations under said 
permit during the time period this bond remains in effect. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CONDITION OF THIS OBLIGATION IS SUCH that if 
NorWest shall perform its obligations under said land use permit, then this obligation shall be void, 
otherwise to remain in full force and effect, unless otherwise cancelled as hereinafter provided. 

PROVIDED HOWEVER, that this bond is executed subject to the following express provisions 
and conditions: 

1. In the event of default by NorWest, Obligee shall deliver to Surety a written statement of the 
details of such default within 30 days after the Obligee shall learn of the same, such notice to be 
delivered by certified mail to address of said Surety as stated herein. 

2. This bond may be terminated or canceled by surety by giving not less than ninety (90) days 
written notice to the Obligee, stating therein the effective date of such termination or 
cancellation. Such notice shall not limit or terminate any obligations resulting from default by 
NorWest that may have accrued under this bond as a result of default by NorWest prior to the 

{00070764;4} 
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effective date of such termination,inclucling any failure of NorWest or Principal to secure 
County approved replacement surety. 

3. No claim, action, suit or proceeding shall be instituted against this bond unless same be brought 
or instituted and process served within one year after termination or cancellation of this bond. 

4. No right of action shall accrue on this bond for the use of any person, corporation or entity 
other than the Obligee named herein or the heirs, executors, administrators or successors of the 
Obligee. 

5. The aggregate liability of the surety is limited to the penal sum stated herein regardless of the 
number of years this bond remains in force or the amount or number of claims brought against 
this bond. 

6. If any conflict or inconsistency exists between the Surety's obligations as described in this bond 
and as may be described in any underlying agreement, permit, document or contract to which 
this bond is related, then the terms of this bond shall prevail in all respects. 

7. It is expressly understood and agreed that this bond does not cover or guarantee rent or lease 
payments of any kind. 

8. This bond shall not bind the Surety unless the bond is accepted by the Obligee. If the Obligee 
objects to any language contained herein, within 30 days of the date this bond is signed and 
sealed by the Surety, Obligee shall return this bond, certified mail or express courier, to the 
Surety at its address at: 

Westchester Fire Insurance Company 
436 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 1000 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Failure to return the bond as described above shall constitute Obligee's acceptance of the terms 
and conditions herein. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the above bounded Principal and Surety have hereunto signed and 
sealed this bond effective this 17th day of April, 2017. 

CCP NI Managing Member 4, LLC 
a Delaware limited liability company 

{00070764;4} 
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Exhibit A 
Legal Description of Real Property 

That certain real property located in the City of Bend, Deschutes County, Oregon, legally described as 
follows: 

A PARCEL OF LAND LYING WITHIN THE SOUTHEAST ONE-QUARTER (SEl/4) OF SECTION 
25, TOWNSHIP 17 SOUTH, RANGE 12 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN, DESCHUTES COUNTY, 
OREGON, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCING FROM A FOUND 3-1/4" ALUMINUM CAP STAMPED "DESCHUTES COUNTY" 
MARKING THE SOUTH ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25; THENCE ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF SOUTHWEST ONE-QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST ONE-QUARTER 
(SWl/ 4 SEl/ 4) CORNER, NORTH 00°33'50" EAST, 30.00 FEET TO A FOUND 5/8" IRON ROD 
WITH YELLOW PLASTIC CAP STAMPED "S.C.E. & S.", SAID POINT BEING THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING WHICH LIES ON THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF NEFF ROAD; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY, CONTINUING ALONG SAID WEST LINE OF THE 
SWl/4 SEl/4, NORTH 00°33'50" EAST, 1288.23 FEET TO A FOUND 5/8" IRON ROD WITH NO 
CAP MARKING THE CENTER-SOUTH ONE-SIXTEENTH (CS 1/16) CORNER; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID WEST LINE OF THE SWl/4 SEl/4, ALONG THE WEST LINE OF THE 
NORTHWEST ONE-QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST ONE-QUARTER (NWl/4 SEl/4) CORNER, 
NORTH 00°35'10" EAST, 1317.95 FEET TO A FOUND 5/8" IRON ROD WITH YELLOW PLASTIC 
CAP STAMPED "OMAN PLS 702", LEANING SOUTHEASTERLY 0.25 FEET, MARKING THE 
CENTER-QUARTER (C 1/4) CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25; THENCE LEAVING SAID WEST 
LINE OF THE NWl/4 SEl/4, ALONG THE NORTH LINE SAID NWl/4 SEl/4, SOUTH 89°04'08" 
EAST, 732.95 FEET TO A POINT WESTERLY TO AND 285 FEET OF OFF (WHEN MEASURED 
AT RIGHT ANGLES) THE EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF THE 125 FOOT WIDE 
BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION (BPA)REDMOND-KLAMTH FALLS ELECTRICAL 
TRANSMISSION LINE EASEMENT; THENCE LEAVING SAID NORTH LINE OF NWl / 4 SEl / 4, 
ALONG A LINE 285 FEET WESTERLY AND PARALLEL TO SAID EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT 
LINE, SOUTH 01°18'06" WEST, 2329.67 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 08°51'00" WEST, 24.03 FEET; 
THENCE LEAVING SAID PARALLEL LINE, EAST, 288.23 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID 
EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT LINE; THENCE ALONG SAID EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT LINE, 
NORTH 01°18'06" EAST, 2348.79 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID NORTH LINE OF NWl/4 SEl/4; 
THENCE LEAVING SAID EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT LINE, ALONG SAID NORTH LINE OF 
NWl/4 SEl/4, SOUTH 89°04'08" EAST, 307.61 FEET TO A FOUND 5/8" IRON ROD WITH NO 
CAP MARKING THE CENTER-EAST ONE-SIXTEENTH (CE 1/16) CORNER; THENCE LEAVING 
SAID NORTH LINE, ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID NWl/4 SEl/4, SOUTH 00°30'21" WEST, 
1316.69 FEET TO AN ANGLE POINT IN FENCE LINES AT THE SOUTH-EAST ONE­
SIXTEENTH (SE 1/16) CORNER; THENCE LEAVING SAID EAST LINE, ALONG THE NORTH 
LINE OF THE SOUTHEAST ONE-QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST ONE-QUARTER (SEl/4 
SEl/4), SOUTH 89°07'25" EAST, 485.25 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID NORTH LINE OF SEl/4 
SEl/4, SOUTH 00°00'01" WEST, 167.72 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 30°25'43" EAST, 96.38 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 02°54'34" WEST, 1037.05 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF NEFF ROAD; THENCE ALONG SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY, BEING 30.00 FEET 
NORTH AND PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SEl/ 4 OF SECTION 25, NORTH 
89°11'09"WEST, 492.62 FEET TO A POINT ON THE LINE COMMON TO SAID SEl/4 SE1/4AND 
SWl/4 SEl/4; THENCE LEAVING SAID COMMON LINE AND CONTINUING ALONG SAID 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY, NORTH 89°10'36"WEST, 377.64 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID 
EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT LINE; THENCE LEAVING SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF 
NEFF ROAD ALONG SAID EASTERLYBPA EASEMENT LINE, NORTH 08°51'00" EAST, 156.86 
FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT LINE, WEST, 288.43 FEET TO A 

{00074851;3} 
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POINT 285 FEET WESTERLY AND P ARAILEL TO SAID EASTERLY BPA EASEMENT LINE; 
THENCE ALONG SAID PARAILELLINE, SOUTH 08°51'00" WEST, 152.67 FEET TO A POINT ON 
SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF NEFF ROAD; THENCE LEAVING SAID P ARAILEL LINE, 
ALONG SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF NEFF ROAD, NORTH 89°11'09" WEST, 663.41 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
EXCLUDING THEREFROM: BEGINNING FROM A POINT WHICH BEARS NORTH 22°53'48" 
EAST, 1130.77 FEET FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING ON THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF 
NEFF ROAD; THENCE NORTH 85°06'00" WEST, 310.28 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00°34'46" EAST, 
333.08 FEET TO A POINT OF CURVATURE; THENCE ALONG A 120.43 FOOT RADIUS CURVE 
TO THE LEFT, AN ARC DISTANCE OF 163.55 FEET, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 
77°48'38" TO A POINT OF NON-TANGENCY; THENCE NORTH 00°34'48" EAST, 237.57 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 88°03'19" EAST, 408.97 FEET TO A POINT WHICH BEARS SOUTH 26°15'04" 
EAST, 961.65 FEET FROM SAID C 1/4 OF SECTION 25; THENCE SOUTH 00°56'34" WEST, 702.01 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS EXCLUSION DESCRIPTION. 

THIS PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINS 78.09 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. 

SUBJECT TO ANY EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS, AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY OF RECORD AND 
THOSE COMMON AND APP ARENT ON THE LAND. 

BEARINGS ARE BASED ON OREGON STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, SOUTH ZONE, 
NAD 83(2011), EPOCH 2010, INTERNATIONAL FEET (DISTANCES SHOWN HEREON ARE 
GRID DISTANCES, MULTIPLY BY A FACTOR OF 1.000149952 TO CONVERT TO GROUND 
DISTANCES) 

{00074851;3} 
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Exhibit B 
Deschutes County Land Use File Nos. 247-15-000168-CU/247-15-000169-SP 

See attached. 

{00074851;3} 
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AGENDA REQUEST & STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE:   November 3, 2025 

SUBJECT: Update from Oregon Water Resources Department 

 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

N/A—presentation only. 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Representatives of the Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) will share updates 

from the Department, including compliance efforts related to static water level 

measurement and reporting. 

 

BUDGET IMPACTS:  

None 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

Carolyn Sufit, OWRD Central Region Manager- Field Services 

Jeremy Griffin, Deschutes Basin Watermaster 
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Static Water Level 
Reporting Requirements

Since the late 1990s, most groundwater permits 
contain a condition requiring annual measurement 

and reporting of static water level (SWL) 
measurements. Compliance with conditions such 
as this is required for legal use of water. 

www.Oregon.gov/OWRD 503-986-0900 @OregonGovWRD Rev. 7/25

When collected over time, SWLs 
can help us understand local 

groundwater conditions and 
trends, including where 
groundwater may be declining or 

available for allocation. This data 
helps the Oregon Water Resources 

Department (OWRD) and water 
users monitor and manage 
groundwater resources across the 

state. With approximately 3,600 
points of appropriation required to 

measure and report their SWL, 
this data is critical to 
understanding groundwater level 

trends throughout the state.

Why is th is  r equ ir eme nt 
im po r tan t?  

Wha t is a st at i c wate r level ? 

A SWL is the depth from land 
surface to the water table in a well, 

when the water level is stable and 
there is no pumping influence. 

Failure to report may lead to enforcement, which can include restrictions 
on use, civil penalties (a fine), or cancellation of the permit.

Wha t if  I  d o not comp ly?
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Static Water Level Reporting 
Requirements – How to Comply

1.  Re view  your  wate r  r ight  for  your  speci f ic  re quire ments

Search for your water right in Water Rights Information System (WRIS) 
and open the permit document in the Processing History tab. Your water 

right outlines when to take the measurement, how many years to report, 
who is qualified to measure water levels, and what information should 
be submitted.

Additional  Resources 

Find more information online at 
https://owrd.info/staticwaterlevel

Contact us: 971-720-0864 or 
OWRD.WaterLevelReporting@water.oregon.gov

Each permit is different, but most require the measurement to be taken 
by a certified water rights examiner (CWRE), registered professional 

geologist, registered professional engineer, licensed well constructor, or 
licensed pump installer. 

2.  Hire  a  qual i fie d pro fe ss ional  to  take  the me asure ment

3.  Submit  the  measurem ent  to  OWRD

Fill out the online form for each point of appropriation where a SWL 
measurement is required. Submit the measurement in the timeframe 

required in your water right.  

www.Oregon.gov/OWRD 503-986-0900 @OregonGovWRD Rev. 7/25108
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2023-25 

Legislatively 

Adopted 

2025-27 Current 

Service Level 

2025-27 

Governor’s 

Recommended  

2025-27 

Legislatively 

Adopted* 

General Fund (GF) $81,331,457 $80,870,715 $88,047,620 $100,967,253 

Other Funds (OF) 

including Fees 

$34,866,859 $18,203,884 $21,984,845 $20,373,083 

Other Funds - 

Grants/Loans 

$139,200,425 $107,400,000 $127,400,000 $122,900,000 

Lottery Funds - Debt 

Service 

$15,856,857 $24,352,512 $24,352,512 $21,605,821 

Federal Funds $703,315 $2,190,179 $2,190,179 $2,190,179 

Total Funds $271,958,913 $233,017,290 $263,975,156 $268,036,336 

Positions / Full-Time 

Equivalent (FTE) 

258/246.63 248/245.25 250/246.63 247/244.25 

*Numbers subject to change with further reconciliation. 

For additional information please contact: 

Bryn.Hudson@water.oregon.gov; 503-302-7584/ Lisa.J.Snyder@water.oregon.gov; 503-983-5801 

With some exceptions, most budgetary changes are contained in OWRD’s budget bill.  

General Fund = GF, OF=Other Funds, IWRS = 2017 Integrated Water Resources Strategy, FTE= 

Full-Time Equivalent. 

OWRD Budget Reductions and Additions 

Senate Bill 5543 – OWRD Budget Bill 

Effective on Governor’s signature. 

Package 101 / House Bill 2808 – Maintain well construction services - $920k OF Revenue – Increases 

the Start Card fee by 40% and Well Driller Licensing and Landowner Permit fees by 10%. This fee 

increase will maintain existing staffing levels that support well inspections, licensing, permitting and 

customer service for the 2025-2029 period. IWRS Actions: 7.C, 10.G, 12.A and 13.B 

Package 102 / House Bill 2803 – Maintain water right transaction and dam safety services – $1.42M 

OF Revenue; $1.69m Total Funds ($1.3m GF; $375k OF); adds back 7.0 FTE – Increases Dam Safety 

Annual Fees by 56% to maintain existing service levels and Water Right Transaction Fees by 50% for 

the 2025-2029 period; the remainder of revenue shortfall for water right transaction fees have been 

backfilled with permanent general funds. IWRS Actions: 7.C, 10.G, and 13.B 

Package 106 - American Rescue Plan Act Carryover - $3.2m OF - Carries forward American Rescue 

Plan Act funding authorized in 2021-2023 for those efforts to be completed. The federal requirements 

state that these dollars must be obligated by December 31, 2024, and expended by 2026 for the 

following: 1) place-based planning; 2) Ordnance Project in Umatilla County; 3) engineering services 

for flood methodology & inundation assessments; 4) surface water and groundwater data collection 

field equipment; and 5) funding for the water measurement cost share program. 

Package 110 - State Scenic Waterway Revenue Gap – $0 Total Funds ($290k GF; - $290k OF) - 

Backfills growing funding gaps for six existing positions (partial FTE) with GF in the amount above 

the existing contracted amount with the Oregon State Parks Department for Scenic Waterway work. 

These positions are currently funded with a blend of Scenic Waterway funds and general fund. IWRS 
Actions: 11.B and 13.B 

2025-2027 Legislatively 

Adopted Budget 
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OWRD Budget Reductions and Additions 

Package 801 - Additions, Carryover and Adjustments  

1) $4.74m one-time GF for Department legal expenses.  

2) $182k repurposed ARPA OF for fish passage projects to the Water Well Abandonment, Repair and 

Replacement Fund.  

3) $4.6m one-time carryforward GF for water projects:  

• City of Sodaville - Water system expansion and water hauling - $370k  

• Rogue River Irrigation District - Fourmile Creek project - $1.5 million  

• City of Monroe - Water, prefilter and automated control infrastructure - $1.5 million 

• Deschutes River Conservancy - Piping, monitoring and measurement - $1.24 million 

Reductions Package 801 – $682k GF; 2.5 FTE / 3 positions – Eliminates vacant positions, 1.00 FTE 

NRS 5 and 0.5 FTE AS2 in the Director’s Office and 1.00 FTE AS2 in the Field Services Division, plus 

associated Services and Supplies. 

NEW Key Performance Measure - #13 Temporary Transfers – Percentage of temporary transfers with 

final orders issued within 120 days. Goal: 75% by 2026; 90% by 2027. 

House Bill 3544 – Contested case process improvements; $226k GF; 0.75 FTE / 1 position – Directs 

OWRD and the OAH to establish a default hearing schedule for contested cases in order to complete 

hearing process within 180 days of referral; establishes preferences for oral testimony and remote 

hearings; allows for assignment of settlement judge to resolve case in 60 days; establishes 

standards for what must be included in a protest and requires a protest to raise all issues; clarifies a 

hearing is not required if the protest is settled, withdrawn or the protestant defaults; establishes 

requirements to request party status and streamlines process; allows proposed final order to 

become final order as a matter of law if no protests are received. IWRS Actions: 10.G and 13.B 

Effective January 1, 2026. 

House Bill 3806 – Deschutes basin water banking - $216k OF; 0.75 FTE / 1 position – Provides 

authority for OWRD to approve a pilot program in the Deschutes River for surface water banking. 

The bank must also be approved by the Warm Springs Tribe. OWRD will be responsible for 

distributing and legally protecting portions of water loaned through the bank. The bill also 

establishes new type of lease/transfer/forbearance agreement, including split rate and duty water 

use, provided the duty applied does not exceed 4.2-acre feet per acre. The bill allows entities in the 

Deschutes Basin to fund a position at the Department to support this work. Pilot program sunsets 

January 2, 2034. IWRS Actions: 10.D 

Effective January 1, 2026. 

OWRD Grant Programs 

Senate Bill 5531/ House Bill 5006- Water Project Grants - $8m LRB - Invests in the Water Projects 

Grants and Loans funding program to meet the water needs of Oregonians. IWRS Actions: 5.B, 7.A, 

10.E, and 13.E 

House Bill 5006 - Feasibility Studies & Wells - $2m GF - Invests in several funding programs to meet 

the water needs of Oregonians, including Feasibility Study Grants ($1m GF) and the Well 

Abandonment, Repair, and Replacement Fund ($1m GF). IWRS Actions: 5.B, 7.A,  12.A, 13.D, and 
13.E 

Direct Appropriations 

Senate Bill 5531/ House Bill 5006 – City of Oregon City Henrici Reservoir Project - $6.5m LBR  

House Bill 5006 – Water projects - $7.5m GF 

• City of Dayton Fisher Farm Well Improvements - $1.2m 

• City of Tualatin Seismic Valving at Six Water Reservoirs - $1.75m  
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OWRD Budget Reductions and Additions 

• City of Sublimity Well #5 Improvement - $280k 

•  City of Maupin Water Lines Distribution System Improvements - $1.5m 

• City of Central Point Gebhard Road Waterline Extension - $258k 

• Washington Department of Ecology for projects in the Walla Walla basin - $2.5m 

 

Water-Related Legislation  

House Bill 2169 – Interagency water reuse coordination and improvement – Directs DEQ to lead an 

interagency reuse team in partnership with OWRD, OHA and ODFW to educate and train state 

agency staff on water reuse; identify internal barriers to water reuse and what internal agency or 

regulatory changes are needed to overcome barriers. Provides 1 FTE to DEQ. IWRS Actions: 10.C and 

13.B 
Effective on Governor’s signature.  

House Bill 2801 – Klamath leases and temporary transfers – Makes authority for OWRD to process 

temporary transfers and instream leases for determined claims in the Upper Klamath Basin 

permanent and repeals the authority upon completion of the adjudication. 

Effective January 1, 2026. 

House Bill 3342 – Water right transaction process improvements – Defaults to electronic 

documentation, removes newspaper notice; allows OWRD to pass along credit card fees; allows 

OWRD to refuse to accept applications for water right in areas that are closed to future 

appropriations, requires affirmative confirmation from applicant to move forward with application 

and fee payment; allows proposed final order to become final order as a matter of law if no protests 

are received; streamlines standing statement process. Provides technical fixes to the withdrawal 

statutes; clarifies a hearing is not required if the protest is settled, withdrawn or the protestant 

defaults. Removes extensions process for all permits, except municipalities, quasi-municipalities, 

and group domestic; caps extensions for quasi-municipalities at 20 years and 10 years for group 

domestic. Adds that OWRD may deny a groundwater point of appropriation transfer if the point of 

appropriation is in an area that is closed. IWRS Actions: 10.G and 11.E 
Operative April 1, 2026. 

House Bill 3364 – Feasibility Study and Water Project Grants and Loans (WPGLS) program 

improvements – Feasibility Study Grants: Removes funding cap, reduces cost-share requirements 

and expands eligible projects to align with WPGLs. WPGLs: Expands allowable projects, changes 

timing for Water Management Conservation Plan submission, reduces public comment period and 

directs the Technical Review Team to make funding recommendations to OWRD, rather than the 

Commission. IWRS Actions: 13.D and 13.E 
Effective 91st day sine die.  

House Bill 3372 – Exempt groundwater use expansion for ½ acre commercial garden – Allows up to 

3,000 gallons per day from that well to irrigate a half-acre of lawn, personal garden, or commercial 

garden from an exempt well. Caps the total use when combined with commercial or industrial 

exempt uses at 5,000 gallons per day. This does not apply to watering marijuana. This does not 

apply in the Lower Umatilla Groundwater Management Area until January 2, 2028. 

Effective January 1, 2026.  

House Bill 3525 – Landlord water quality reporting for drinking water wells – Requires landlords to 

collect and test samples of drinking water for certain contaminants if the dwelling unit has one or 

more exempt wells as a source of drinking water and is located within a groundwater management 

area under ORS 468B.150, requires landlords to provide test results to the tenant and to the OHA and 

establishes requirements for associated testing laboratories and the OHA. Specifies information that 

must be provided by landlord to tenants. IWRS Actions: 12.A 
Operative June 1, 2026. 

House Bill 3932 – Protecting beavers - Prohibits the taking of beavers in designated areas and 
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Water-Related Legislation  

requires ODFW to publish a map identifying these areas. It allows federal or state land management 

agency employees to take beavers only when necessary to address damage or an imminent threat to 

infrastructure, agricultural crops, or private property adjacent to public lands, and only with 

authorization from ODFW. It establishes that the measure does not supersede the treaty, statutory, 

regulatory, or aboriginal rights of federally recognized Tribes, nor interfere with Tribal harvest 

activities or cooperative management agreements between Tribes and ODFW. 

Effective January 1, 2026. 

Senate Bill 761 – Walla Walla Irrigation District split instream leases pilot – Authorizes an irrigation 

district within the Walla Walla basin to lease all or a portion of an existing water right for temporary 

conversion to an in-stream water right, by splitting the rate and duty of the water right between an 

existing use and in-stream use. Pilot program sunsets on January 2, 2030. IWRS Actions: 10.D 

Effective January 1, 2026.  

Senate Bill 1154 – Groundwater quality management – Modifies processes for managing ground 

water quality contamination concerns, including the declaration of ground water quality concern 

areas and ground water quality management areas (GWMA) and related responsibilities; requires 

coordination among state agencies and local entities to address these areas, including monitoring, 

action planning, and remediation strategies; authorizes the Governor to appoint a lead agency and 

an interagency team to develop an assessment, prepare an action plan, implement regulations, and 

take necessary actions to address ground water quality, while allowing for increased monitoring, 

reporting, and coordination to protect public health and water resources. Directs lead agencies to 

report to and seek resources needed to implement that action plan from the legislature. OWRD 

specific authorities: Commission may declare a serious water management problem area based on 

groundwater quality considerations and adopt rules requiring backflow prevention devices where 

surface water is the source of water; OWRD shall inspect backflow prevention devices in GWMA and 

may issue water rights in a GMA for public water systems to offset the amount of water provided by 

abandoned wells. IWRS Actions: 1.C, 10.G 11.E, and 12.A 

Effective 91st day sine die.  

Senate Bill 162 – Cannabis policy omnibus - Authorizes destruction of hoop houses used in unlawful 

production of marijuana when executing a search warrant, expands agencies' access to a map of 

licensed marijuana and industrial hemp operations, including OWRD, removes proximity 

prohibitions for marijuana retailers near prekindergarten or kindergarten programs, and permits 

inspection of industrial hemp biomass. 

Effective on Governor’s Signature. 

Senate Bill 347 – Farm use land used for illegal growing of marijuana – Disqualifies land from farm 

use special assessments upon a final civil penalty or judgment of conviction for the illegal growing 

of marijuana against the landowner or person in possession and control of the land. There is an 

exception for a landowner or other obligated taxpayer who lacked knowledge of the illegal growing 

of marijuana or notified a law enforcement agency of the illegal growing of marijuana.  

Effective 91st day sine die.  

Senate Bill 830 – Onsite septic fund expansion - Modifies provisions of the on-site septic system 

loan program to allow grants or other financial assistance, in addition to loans, to be provided to 

eligible applicants and extends eligibility to residential housing providers. IWRS Actions: 7.A 

Effective 91st day sine die.  

Senate Bill 845 – Sale of water utilities - Authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to order the sale 

of an incumbent water utility if it cannot reasonably be expected to provide safe and/or adequate 

service to customers and establishes conditions for acquisition approval. IWRS Actions: 12.A 

Effective January 1, 2026.  

Senate Bill 1189 – North Santiam Basin public works - Authorizes the construction and installation of 

a new publicly owned treatment works facility within the North Santiam Basin prior to the issuance 

of a DEQ water quality permit, provided construction begins between April 15 and June 6, 2025. 

Effective on Governor’s Signature. 
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Other Legislation  

House Bill 2069 – Tribal consultation task force - Creates the 17-member Task Force on Tribal 

Consultation, which is established to identify and clarify the requirements of state agencies to 

engage in tribal consultation. The bill directs the Office of the Governor to provide staff for the 

support of the 2025 task force and includes a one-time General Fund appropriation of $70,000 to 

support contract services and carry out the requirements of the task force. IWRS Actions: 9.C 
Effective on Governor’s Signature. 

House Bill 2347 – Housing planning assistance to Tribes - Authorizes DLCD to provide planning 

assistance for housing production to federally recognized Indian tribes. 

Effective January 1, 2026.  

House Bill 2581 – Expansion of duties of the State Resilience Officer - Expands duties to include 

hazards more broadly, including but not limited to during and after earthquakes, tsunamis, 

wildfires, and flooding. It directs the SRO to lead statewide efforts to implement the Oregon 

Resilience Plan, Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and other state-adopted resilience plans, along 

with leading executive branch agencies in continuity of operations and government planning.  

Effective January 1, 2026. IWRS Actions: 5.5B and 5.5C  

House Bill 3031 – Housing Infrastructure Financing Program - Directs the Oregon Infrastructure 

Finance Authority to establish a program to provide financial assistance for infrastructure projects 

that support housing development projects, including improvement of transportation, water, 

wastewater, or stormwater infrastructure, upgrades for system capacity and site development. 

Effective on Governor’s Signature. IWRS Actions: 7.A 

House Bill 3532 – Addressing office geographic names - Directs the Oregon Geographic Names 

Board executive secretary to compile a list of offensive geographic names in Oregon, consult with 

Oregon’s nine federally recognized Indian tribes, county and municipal leaders, representatives of 

state government, local landowners, and interested parties, and submit proposals to the United 

States Board of Geographic Names to rename them.  
Effective on Governor’s Signature. 

House Bill 3569 – Chief sponsor of legislation on rules advisory committees – Requires an agency to 

invite the first chief sponsor, or another sponsor designated by the first chief sponsor, for legislation 

sponsored by a member, or committee chair or another member of the committee designated by the 

chair, for committee-sponsored legislation, to participate as a nonvoting rules advisory committee 

member if the agency appoints an advisory committee for rulemaking that implements enacted 

legislation. 

Effective January 1, 2026.  

House Bill 5006  

Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area water contamination issues - $4m GF 

• Department of Human Services - $2.5m GF 

• Oregon Health Authority - $1.5m GF 

Juniper Removal - $650k GF to Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council for dispersal to soil and 

water conservation districts for coordination, administrative support and monitoring and $4.6m GF 

to soil and water conservation districts for western juniper removal to the following counties: 

• $1.23m Crook County 

• $715k Jefferson County  

• $585k Klamath County 

• $585k Deschutes County 

• $580k Harney County 

• $455k Lake County  
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Other Legislation  

• $455k Wheeler County 

Senate Bill 5531 / House Bill 5006  

Business Oregon Levee Project Grant Fund - $10m OF  

Business Oregon Direct Appropriations for water projects  

• Portland Metro levee system improvements - $20m OF 

• Morrow County - $2.86m OF - Clean Water Consortium Nitrate Water Project 

• City of Estacada - $5m OF - Estacada Wastewater Treatment Plant 

• City of Sandy - $5m OF - Sandy Clean Waters Project 

• Oak Lodge Water Services Authority - $3.3m OF - Inflow and Infiltration Reduction Program  

• City of Eugene - $6m OF - Clear Lake Road Economic Development Infrastructure 

• South Suburban Sanitary District - $10m OF - Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrades  

• City of Hubbard - $2.36m OF - Wastewater Facilities Plan Projects Phase 1 and 2 

• City of Burns - $3m OF - Repair of drainage and wastewater treatment infrastructure 

• City of John Day - $5m OF - Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction 

• City of Adair Village - $4m OF - Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements 

• City of Sherwood - $3.23m OF - Brookman Trunk Sewer Extension Project 

• Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs - $3m OF - Existing Drinking Water Treatment Plant’s 

Filtration System 

• Harney County - $3m OF - Flooding Infrastructure Repair and Improvement  

• City of Dundee - $325k GF - 5th Street Water Line Upgrade 

• City of Rainier - $500k GF - Westside Sewer and Storm Line Rehabilitation 

• City of Monmouth - $1.4m GF - Recycled Water Use Site Development.  

• City of Veneta - $1.69m GF - Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion Wetland Mitigation 

Credits 

• City of Winston - $947k GF - Abraham & Highway 42 Sewer Improvements  

• City of Culver - $380k GF - Mainline Sewer Reroute to Residential Development 

Department of Administrative Services Direct Appropriations for water projects  

• Union County Fair Association - $2.5m OF - Water and wastewater improvements 
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