
 

DESCHUTES COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

5:30 PM, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 

Barnes Sawyer Rooms - Deschutes Services Bldg - 1300 NW Wall St – Bend 

(541) 388-6575|www.deschutes.org 

AGENDA 

MEETING FORMAT 

The Planning Commission will conduct this meeting in person, electronically, and by phone.  

Members of the public may view the Planning Commission meeting in real time via the Public 

Meeting Portal at www.deschutes.org/meetings. 

Members of the public may listen, view, and/or participate in this meeting using Zoom. Using Zoom 

is free of charge. To login to the electronic meeting online using your computer, copy this link: 

https://bit.ly/dcpczoom 

Passcode: 764609 

Using this option may require you to download the Zoom app to your device. 

Members of the public can access the meeting via telephone, dial: 1-312-626-6799. When prompted, 

enter the following Webinar ID: 824 8646 7893 and Passcode: 764609. Written comments can also 

be provided for the public comment section to planningcommission@deschutes.org by 5:00 p.m. 

on September 26. They will be entered into the record. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - August 8 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 

1. Floodplain Ordinance - 2016 Biological Opinion Update (Nicole Mardell, Senior Planner) 

2. Deschutes County 2040 - Action Plan Review (Nicole Mardell, Senior Planner) 

V. PLANNING COMMISSION AND STAFF COMMENTS 

VI. ADJOURN 
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Deschutes County encourages persons with disabilities to participate in all programs 

and activities. This event/location is accessible to people with disabilities. If you need 

accommodations to make participation possible, please call (541) 617-4747. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:   Deschutes County Planning Commission   

 

FROM:   Nicole Mardell, AICP, Senior Planner 

   Will Groves, Planning Manager 

   

DATE:   September 19, 2024 

 

SUBJECT:  Floodplain Ordinance - 2016 Biological Opinion Update 

 

On September 26, 2024, the Deschutes County Planning Commission will receive a 

presentation on federally required updates to the county’s floodplain ordinance, resulting 

from a federal lawsuit pertaining to endangered species. 

 

I. BACKGROUND  

 

A National Marine Fisheries Service 2016 Biological Opinion (BiOp) is now part of the National 

Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) in the State of Oregon1. This Oregon BiOp, which was issued 

in response to a federal lawsuit, concludes that the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency’s (FEMA) implementation of the NFIP in Oregon is causing jeopardy to 17 Endangered 

Species Act (ESA) listed species and adverse modification of critical habitat for 16 of those 

species. This is significant because FEMA provides floodplain development standards that 

cities and counties must follow to be eligible for flood insurance through the NFIP. Under the 

BiOp, local jurisdictions will be required to update floodplain development standards for 

certain areas. Fortunately, Deschutes County has minimal areas impacted by the BiOp, 

compared to other communities. A map of potentially impacted, privately-owned, floodplain 

zoned areas in Deschutes County is included as Attachment A.  

 

II. COUNTY IMPACT AND CODE AMENDMENTS 

 

FEMA has been working on an environmental impact statement (EIS) for the NFIP 

implementation plan in response to the BiOp. FEMA is anticipated to complete the EIS and 

 
1  Oregon NFIP BiOp or BiOp. NWR-2011-3197.   
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fully enforce the implementation plan by 2027. On July 16, 2024, FEMA sent information to 

Oregon cities and counties about how they will respond to ESA requirements within the NFIP 

prior to full implementation. Communities are required to begin taking action, beginning in 

December, to protect habitat and achieve no net loss standards2 through one of three Pre-

Implementation Compliance Measures (PICMs): 

 

1. Prohibit all new development in the floodplain; 

2. Incorporate the ESA BiOp model code into the local floodplain ordinance; or 

3. Require permit applicants to develop a Floodplain Habitat Assessment documenting 

that their proposed development in the Special Flood Hazard Area will achieve “no 

net loss”. 

  

County staff, in coordination with the Board of County Commissioners, is moving forward on 

a text amendment to incorporate the ESA BiOp model code into the local floodplain 

ordinance. This was deemed to be the most efficient process to ensure compliance with the 

PICMs and provide the most certainty for development projects in affected areas. 

 

Staff is consulting with FEMA and the Department of Land Conservation and Development 

(DLCD) on this text amendment. In addition to incorporating the ESA BiOp model code, the 

floodplain ordinance will also be updated to incorporate the most recent changes from the 

2019 Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) model floodplain 

ordinance. This will ensure the County continues to comply with all NFIP requirements. 

 

III. NEXT STEPS 

 

Staff is working on updates to the floodplain ordinance and is expected to initiate the 

hearings process in late fall/early winter 2024. 

 

Attachments 

A. Map - Affected Properties 

 
2 No net loss is defined as any development action resulting in negative impacts to one or more key floodplain 
functions that are then mitigated or avoid to offset such impacts. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:   Deschutes County Planning Commission   

 

FROM:   Nicole Mardell, AICP, Senior Planner 

   Will Groves, Planning Manager 

   

DATE:   September 19, 2024 

 

SUBJECT:  Deschutes County 2040 – Action Plan Review  

 

On September 26, 2024, the Deschutes County Planning Commission will review the draft 

Action Plan associated with the Deschutes County 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

(“Comprehensive Plan”) and provide recommendations to staff.  

 

I. BACKGROUND AND ACTION PLAN CONTENT 

 

The Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) is completing the process to adopt the 

Deschutes County 2040 Comprehensive Plan following an extensive two-and-a-half-year 

process. The Comprehensive Plan provides high-level policy guidance on issues pertaining 

to growth, development, and conservation in the rural county for a twenty-year period. 

Throughout the process of updating the document many community members, elected 

officials, and agency staff, provided insightful feedback on actions the county could take to 

implement the goals and policies within the plan. 

 

These recommendations have been summarized and refined through the Action Plan in 

Attachment A. The Action Plan is not a formal land use decision and will not be formally 

adopted, instead, it will be acknowledged by the Board and utilized to inform the Community 

Development Department’s annual work plan. 

 

II. ACTION PLAN CONTENT AND COMMISSION REVIEW 

 

The Action Plan is broken down into five sections: code updates, education and outreach, 

specialty projects, lobbying, and coordination. Each section outlines the action strategy, a 
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description of the task, and estimated staff resources. The document also includes a quick 

reference spreadsheet summarizing the tasks, resources, and potential partners. 

 

The items included in the Action Plan are those that were widely discussed during the initial 

community engagement process and through public comments associated with the 

Comprehensive Plan Update process. For items that are complex and controversial, staff 

attempted to describe the general sentiment provided by community members and 

emphasized the need for an extensive engagement process to determine potential 

approaches to the project, rather than directing a particular outcome.

 

Staff is seeking feedback from commissioners on the draft Action Plan. No votes are 

required, although consensus on recommendations is preferred. Staff will then carry 

forward recommendations from the Planning Commission to the Board, during their review 

of the document this fall.   

 

III. NEXT STEPS 

 

Staff will review the draft Action Plan with the Board in October or November, dependent 

on Board availability. 

 

Attachments: 

A. Draft Action Plan 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Between March 2022 and September 2024, 

Deschutes County conducted an extensive process 

to update its Comprehensive Plan. Adopted in 

October, the Deschutes County 2040 Plan captures 

community values for growth, development, and 

conservation facing the county over the next 20 

years.  

 

The 2040 Plan provides policy guidance for 

decision-makers to evaluate amendments to the 

County’s zoning ordinances, new programs, 

agency coordination, and future grant 

opportunities and investments. 

 

This Action Plan provides guidance on 

implementing the 2040 Plan through specific 

actions. This document serves as a reflection point 

for specific projects and actions that were not 

fitting for inclusion in the high-level 2040 Plan. 

 

 

  

11

Item #IV.2.



  

4 

 

 

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN 

Throughout the development of the 2040 Plan, community members, agency partners, 

and elected officials discussed issues relating to housing, economic development, farm 

and forest lands, destination resorts, conservation, and natural hazards. This Action 

Plan captures important strategies and outlines specific actions that the County could 

undertake to implement the 2040 Plan’s goals and policies.  As a reference document, it 

will supplement public comment to help inform the Community Development 

Department’s annual work plan. For the Planning Division specifically, the Action Plan 

will identify specific projects for the Board of County Commissioners’ consideration. 

 

This document is organized by action types.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers can utilize the narrative portion of the document to understand the context of 

each strategy.  Each strategy includes staffing resource requirements for each project. 

They range from “minor” to “significant” as noted below: 

 

• A “minor” rating (2 to 6 months)  

• A “moderate” rating (4 to 8 months)  

• A “significant” rating (6 to 12 months)   
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Actions By Topic Area 
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This section outlines items that require amendments to Deschutes 

County’s zoning ordinance. Community engagement and Board of 

County Commissioner direction would determine the specific 

approach. 

 

Strategy 1.1 Update Forest Zones to be consistent with recent legislative changes. 

Revise the Forest Zone code sections to integrate new state legislation and case law 

interpretations.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 1.2 Explore code changes for accessory farm dwellings. 

The county code allows for secondary farm dwellings on properties in the Exclusive 

Farm Use (EFU) and Multiple Use Agricultural (MUA-10) zones. Code amendments could 

remove criteria that go beyond state law such as minimum acreage requirements. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 1.3 Amend code to provide flexibility for alternative and supplemental 

farm activities. 

Explore code amendments to provide flexibility for supplemental activities that are 

compatible with farming, such as farm stands or events. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 1.4 Amend code related to dock construction. 

Integrate recommendations from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the 

Deschutes River Mitigation and Enhancement program related to dock construction.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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Strategy 1.5 Integrate code for wildfire resiliency. 

Integrate state requirements for new development to follow home hardening, 

defensible space, and other resilient design strategies in areas prone to wildfires and 

other natural hazards as part of Senate Bill 80 (2023). Consider additional voluntary 

measures or incentives to encourage resilient development practices, not required by 

the state law. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 1.6 Amend code for public facilities in flood hazard areas. 

Evaluate and revise code, as needed, to prohibit the development of new essential 

public facilities and uses that serve vulnerable populations from being located within 

areas of high risk of flooding.  

 

Staff Resources: Minor – may be eligible for grant funding. 

Strategy 1.7 Revise code to allow for a variety of housing types and options. 

Where consistent with state law, remove code barriers for alternative housing types 

such as duplexes, triplexes, or workforce housing in unincorporated communities.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate – may be eligible for grant funding. 

Strategy 1.8 Revise code to allow supportive services in unincorporated 

communities. 

Where consistent with state law, remove code barriers for supportive services such as 

small-scale medical facilities or retail that serve unincorporated community populations. 

  

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 1.9 Codify notification and consultation procedures with tribal 

government. 

Update county code to prescribe notification and consultation requirements for 

applicants and county staff for development and policy projects. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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This section includes opportunities to develop tools, panels, events, 

and materials for community engagement and informing the public 

about land use and water resources.   

Strategy 2.1 Develop a strategy and schedule for education and outreach 

opportunities. 

Develop a schedule for Community Development Department updates, speakers, panel 

discussions, and handouts on land use law. Encourage informal opportunities for two-

way conversations between community members, staff, and advisory boards, like the 

Planning Commission. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 2.2 Explore ex-officio student representation. 

Explore appointment of a student representative on the Planning Commission and/or 

other advisory committees. The position could be ex-officio to comply with current 

procedures.  

 

Staff Resources: Minor  

Strategy 2.3 Set targeted number of meetings in various locations in the County. 

Conduct meetings in different locations of the county to encourage community 

participation. Meetings could include the Planning Commission and Board of County 

Commissioners, in addition to less formal events such as educational panels. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 2.4 Develop enhanced social media practices to advertise events. 

Work with the County Public Information Officer to advertise outreach events and 

public hearings via social media, to make events more accessible and approachable. 

Consider the use of new social media tools and visuals to capture interest. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 
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Strategy 2.5 Hold a stakeholder panel to gather feedback on community 

engagement techniques. 

Utilize the Planning Commission to convene a stakeholder panel to gather feedback on 

the county’s community engagement process and techniques and opportunities for 

improvement. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 2.6 Convene a panel of experts to identify best practices for forest land 

development. 

Gather feedback from experts on best practices for development on forest lands to 

mitigate natural hazards and disturbance of natural resources. Outcomes could inform 

future potential code amendments. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 2.7 Convene a panel of stakeholders to discuss the benefits and 

challenges of Destination Resorts. 

Convene a panel of stakeholders to discuss operational aspects of existing Destination 

Resorts in Deschutes County – including water, and the obstacles to developing 

additional resort facilities.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 2.8 Partner with organizations to provide educational materials related 

to rural land use. 

Contribute to and coordinate distribution of materials related to land use in Deschutes 

County and rural living, such as farm tax deferral, water rights leasing, and wildlife-

friendly fencing to rural residents.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 2.9 Partner with organizations on efficient building and landscaping 

resources. 

Contribute to and coordinate the distribution of materials for resource-efficient building 

and landscaping techniques. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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Strategy 2.10 Partner with organizations on alternative energy resources. 

Contribute to and coordinate distribution of materials for alternative energy facilities – 

small and large scale.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

2.11 Partner with agencies to develop materials related to controlled burning and 

air quality concerns. 

Contribute to and coordinate distribution of materials related to controlled burning 

projects and indoor and outdoor air quality concerns, including where to find 

information on fire activity.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

2.12 Partner with agencies to develop materials related to water conservation.  

Contribute to and coordinate distribution of materials related to water conservation for 

exempt users (i.e. residential wells) and water rights holders, including information for 

on-farm efficiency measures. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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This section focuses on specialty projects that require 

exploring new or contentious land use topics. These projects 

differ from the other categories in that they require extensive 

planning processes, research, and resources. 

 

Strategy 3.1 Establish specialized expertise among CDD staff. 

Consider providing staff training that could inform rural policy-making. This includes 

technical expertise in areas related to natural resources such as wildlife, water, or 

natural hazards. Additionally, experiential learning related to agriculture and forestry 

techniques may also be informative. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant 

Strategy 3.2 Study agricultural practices and appropriateness of EFU-Subzone 

requirements. 

In consultation with state agencies, agricultural operators, and advocacy groups, study 

current agricultural practices and development patterns in the different Exclusive Farm 

Use subzones in Deschutes County. Determine if there is a need to revisit and 

potentially lobby the legislature to change the sub-zone requirements, including 

minimum acreage limitations for land divisions. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant 

Strategy 3.3 Explore the potential of a new “High Desert” zoning designation. 

Explore the potential for a new non-resource zoning category that emphasizes a 

balance between allowance of limited-scale needed housing, open space, and 

preservation of the high desert landscape. The zone could do this through larger 

minimum lot sizes (40 acres) and requirements for clustering of development. Farmland 

with poor soils and low productivity could contemplate rezoning into this category, 

rather than the County’s Multiple Use Agricultural – 10 acre minimum zone. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant 
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Strategy 3.4 Evaluate farm and forest regulations that are more extensive than 

state law. 

Review the County’s farm and forest zoning requirements to identify and potentially 

remove criteria that go beyond state law. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 3.5 Explore requirements or incentives to cluster development in wildlife 

habitat areas. 

Conduct extensive community outreach and coordination with wildlife and 

development stakeholders to identify approaches for clustering development to protect 

wildlife habitat and migration corridors. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant 

Strategy 3.6 Explore adopting regulations that mitigate development impacts on 

water resources. 

In partnership with the Oregon Water Resources Department, explore options for 

reviewing water availability for certain development projects. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant 

Strategy 3.7 Develop a process and timeline for new information to be 

incorporated into the County's Goal 5 resource inventory. 

Establish a department policy for a process and timeline to incorporate new 

information into the County’s Goal 5 resource inventories (scenic views, open spaces, 

wildlife, historical, and cultural resources).  

 

Staff Resources: Significant 

Strategy 3.8 Develop a dark skies educational and or incentive program to reduce 

the impacts of light pollution. 

Partner with organizations to provide incentive programs, such as free dark skies 

friendly lighting equipment. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 
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Strategy 3.9 Continue to evaluate the impacts of short-term rentals and consider 

regulations to mitigate impacts, as appropriate. 

Monitor short-term rental activity and case law to determine if and how short-term 

rentals should be regulated in rural Deschutes County. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 3.10 Identify the potential need for master planning of rural economic 

development lands. 

Explore master planning Rural Industrial, Rural Commercial, and Rural Service Center 

areas and provide potential recommendations for code changes. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 3.11 Develop a Climate Action Plan. 

Identify, at a countywide scale, potential impacts of climate change, and mitigation 

actions to lessen negative impacts through a Climate Action Plan.  

 

Staff Resources: Significant – consultant likely needed 

Strategy 3.12 Conduct a study to explore the creation of a County Parks and 

Recreation Department. 

Study the feasibility of creating a parks and recreation department. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant – consultant likely needed 

Strategy 3.13 Conduct area-specific studies for the Three Rivers area as part of the 

Newberry Country Plan Update process. 

Conduct detailed natural resource, housing, and economic development analysis for the 

Three Rivers area as part of future code updates to the Newberry Country Plan. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 3.14 Explore updates to the Destination Resort code. 

Initiate community conversations to determine if Destination Resort regulations need to 

be updated.  

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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Strategy 3.15 Rezone remnant parcel in La Pine Unincorporated Community to 

another appropriate designation. 

In coordination with the City of La Pinek consider rezoning the remnant parcel to a 

more appropriate designation. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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This section recognizes that many rural planning and 

development requirements come directly from state law. 

Lobbying the legislature can provide opportunities to 

change it to reflect the experiences of Deschutes County. 

Strategy 4.1 Reevaluate appeal costs. 

Encourage the legislature to revisit the requirements for land use appeal processes and 

determine if changes are needed. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 4.2 Encourage evaluation of agricultural lands definition and non-

resource lands designation process. 

Lobby for a comprehensive evaluation of the definition of farmlands for Central and 

Eastern Oregon counties, including a process to redesignate lands to a non-resource 

designation to allow for additional rural development. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 4.3 Evaluate exempt water uses. 

Lobby the legislature to evaluate regulations for exempt water users, including the 

potential for well monitoring and studies to determine the impact of rural residential 

development on water availability in Deschutes County. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 4.4 Designate Deschutes County as a critical groundwater area. 

Lobby for the legislature and Oregon Water Resources Department to study and 

potentially designate Deschutes County as a critical groundwater area. This designation 

could allow the County to adopt groundwater protection regulations through Oregon 

Planning Goal 5 and require applicants to provide hydrogeological reports, share wells, 

cluster development, and/or install observation wells for monitoring activities as part of 

development projects. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 
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Strategy 4.5 Reduce irrigation inefficiencies. 

Lobby the legislature to establish programs that reduce water inefficiencies such as 

funding for equipment upgrades and/or additional staff to identify water not being 

applied to a beneficial use.  

 

Staff Resources: Minor 
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This section identifies topics overseen by other county 

departments or outside agencies and the importance of 

coordination and collaboration. 

Strategy 5.1 Support a countywide strategic plan. 

Consider adopting a countywide strategic plan to provide clarity to community 

members on key strategic initiatives and funding decisions with measurable targets. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 5.2 Support a countywide wildfire air quality response program. 

Support a countywide wildfire air quality response program that addresses threats and 

impacts of poor air quality. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate – grant funding may be available. 

Strategy 5.3 Coordinate with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and 

Department of State lands on incentive programs. 

Coordinate with agency staff on incentive programs to improve wildlife habitat and 

wetland areas. 

 

Staff Resources: Significant 

Strategy 5.4 Coordinate with the Department of Geologies and Mineral Industries 

on the reclamation plan process for exhausted mineral sites. 

Develop an updated reclamation plan for mining sites that exhaust their mineral or 

aggregate resources. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 5.5 Coordinate with Solid Waste and non-profit organizations to educate 

the public on construction waste. 

Support the Solid Waste Dept, Environmental Center, or other community groups to use 

community education to reduce the generation of waste, in particular construction 

waste. 

 

Staff Resources: Minor 
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Strategy 5.6 Identify county-owned land located within city limits that could be 

used for affordable and workforce housing. 

Coordinate with Property Management to identify county-owned land in city limits that 

could be used for affordable and workforce housing and assist in request for proposal 

processes. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 5.7 Coordinate with non-governmental partners to encourage small 

farming enterprises. 

Work with farming advocacy groups and non-governmental organizations to distribute 

resources for small-scale or new farmers. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 5.8 Encourage juniper removal to reduce wildfire risk. 

Reduce the prevalence of Juniper as a means of reducing wildfire risk, particularly in 

developed areas such as rural neighborhoods.  

 

Staff Resources: Minor 

Strategy 5.9 Discuss fire protection opportunities in non-protected wildfire risk 

areas. 

Promote discussions to address fire protection and wildfire smoke in unprotected lands 

in the County. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 

Strategy 5.10 Vulnerable Population Mapping. 

Map the location of high-risk, high-need populations and update emergency recovery 

plans to prioritize emergency preparedness. 

 

Staff Resources: Moderate 
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Deschutes County 2040 Comprehensive Plan

Action Plan - September 19, 2024

Code Updates
Strategy Potential Partners Staff Resources

1.1 Update Forest Zones to be consistent with recent legislative changes.

Department of Land Conservation and 
Development (DLCD), Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF) 

Moderate

1.2 Explore code changes for accessory farm dwellings. DLCD Minor

1.3 Amend code to allow flexibility for alternative and supplemental farm activities.
DLCD, Farm Bureau, High Desert Food and 
Farm Alliance

Moderate

1.4 Amend code related to dock construction.
ODFW, DLCD, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA)

Moderate

1.5 Integrate code for wildfire resiliency. DLCD, ODF Moderate
1.6 Amend code for public facilities in flood hazard areas. FEMA, DLCD Minor

1.7 Revise code to allow for a variety of housing types and options. DLCD, COBA, COAR Moderate

1.8 Revise code to allow supportive services in unincorporated communities. DLCD Moderate

1.9 Codify notification and consultation procedures with tribal governments.
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, 
Klamath Tribes, Burns-Pauite Tribes

Moderate

Education & Outreach
Strategy Potential Partners Staff Resources

2.1 Develop a strategy and schedule for education and outreach opportunities. County Public Information Officer (PIO) Minor

2.2 Explore ex-officio student representation. Legal Minor
2.3 Set targeted number of meetings in various locations in the County. Minor
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2.4 Develop an enhanced social media practice to advertise events. PIO Minor

2.5
Hold a stakeholder panel to gather feedback on community engagement 
techniques. Minor

2.6
Convene a panel of experts to identify best practices for development on forest 
zoned lands.

ODF, private property owners, ODFW, 
advocacy groups

Moderate

2.7
Convene a panel of stakeholders to discuss the benefits and challenges of 
Destination Resorts.

Destination Resort owners, Oregon Water 
Resources Dept (OWRD), advocacy groups

Moderate

2.8
Partner with organizations to provide educational materials related to rural land 
use.

Soil and Water Conservation District, 
Irrigation Districts, County Departments, 
Fire Professionals

Moderate

2.9 Partner with organizations on efficient building and landscaping resources.
Building official, PIO, non-governmental 
organizations

Moderate

2.10 Partner with organizations on alternative energy resources.
Energy advocacy groups, Environmental 
Center Moderate

2.11
Partner with agencies to develop materials related to controlled burning projects 
and air quality concerns. Project Wildfire, Emergency Manager Moderate

2.12 Partner with agencies to develop materials related to water conservation. OWRD, cities, irrigation districts Moderate

Specialty Project
Strategy Potential Partners Staff Resources

3.1 Establish specialized expertise among CDD staff. Significant

3.2 Study agricultural practices and appropriateness of EFU-Subzone requirements.

DLCD, Oregon Dept of Agriculture (ODA), 
Farm Bureau, High Desert Food and Farm 
Alliance, Farmers, advocacy groups

Significant

3.3 Explore potential of a new "High Desert" zoning designation. 

DLCD, Oregon Dept of Agriculture (ODA), 
Farm Bureau, High Desert Food and Farm 
Alliance, Farmers, advocacy groups

Significant
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3.4 Evaluate farm and forest regulations that are more extensive than state law. DLCD, Legal Moderate

3.5 Explore requirements or incentives to cluster development in wildlife habitat areas
DLCD, ODFW, COBA, COAR, advocacy 
groups Significant

3.6
Explore adopting regulations that mitigate development impacts on water 
resources.

DLCD, OWRD, COBA, COAR, advocacy 
groups Significant

3.7
Develop a process and timeline for new information to be incorporated into the 
County's Goal 5 resource inventory.

DLCD, ODFW, COBA, COAR, advocacy 
groups Significant

3.8
Develop a a dark skies educational and or incentive program to reduce impacts of 
light pollution. Dark Skies - Local Chapter Minor

3.9
Continue to evaluate the impacts of short-term rentals and consider regulations to 
mitigate impacts, as appropriate. Finance, Assessor Minor

3.10
Identify the potential need for master planning of rural economic development 
lands. DLCD Moderate

3.11 Develop a Climate Action Plan.
County Admin, Solid Waste, Health, 
Property Management, Facilities, etc.

Significant

3.12
Conduct a study to explore the creation of a County Parks and Recreation 
Department.

County Admin, Finance, Property 
Management, etc.

Significant

3.13
Conduct area-specific studies for the Three Rivers areas as part of the Newberry 
Country Plan Update Process. Local groups Moderate

3.14 Explore updates to Destination Resort code. Property owners, COAR, COBA, DLCD Moderate

3.15
Rezone remnant parcel in La Pine Unincorporated Community to another 
appropriate designation. Moderate

Lobbying
Strategy Potential Partners Partners

4.1 Reevaluate appeal costs. Lobbyist Minor

4.2
Encourage evaluation of agricultural lands definition and non-resource lands 
designation process. Lobbyist Minor

4.3 Evaluate exempt water uses. Lobbyist Minor
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4.4 Designate Deschutes County as a critical groundwater area. Lobbyist Minor
4.5 Reduce irrigation inefficiencies. Lobbyist Minor

Coordination
Strategy Potential Partners Partners

5.1 Support a countywide strategic plan. County administration, all departments Moderate

5.2 Support a countywide wildfire air quality response program. County emergency manager, forester Moderate

5.3
Coordinate with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and Department of State 
lands on incentive programs. ODFW, Department of State Lands (DSL) Significant

5.4 Coordinate with DOGAMI on reclamation plan process for exhausted mineral sites.
Department of Geology and Mineral 
Industries (DOGAMI)

Moderate

5.5
Coordinate with Solid Waste and non-profit organizations to educate the public on 
construction waste. Solid waste Minor

5.6
Identify County owned land located within city limits that could be used for 
affordable and workforce housing. Property Management Moderate

5.7
Coordinate with non-governmental partners to encourage small farming 
enterprises.

Advocacy groups, irrigation districts, soil 
and water conservation district

Significant

5.8 Encourage juniper removal to reduce wildfire risk County forester Minor
5.9 Discuss fire protection opportunities in non-protected wildfire risk areas. Fire districts Moderate

5.10 Vulnerable population mapping. County emergency manager Moderate
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