
Ballot Measure 110
Implementation Update



What the law does, at a glance:

● Decriminalizes possession of small amounts of drugs. (Does not legalize.)

● Invests $302 million in funding for critical addiction recovery and harm 
reduction services for this biennium.

● Expands access to a full array of low-barrier addiction services, including:
○ Low barrier treatment (detox, sobering, outpatient);
○ Peer-supported recovery;
○ Harm reduction and overdose prevention services; and
○ Supportive, transitional, and long-term housing. 

● Treats people with substance use through a healthcare approach.







 Early Funds Released to Oregon Communities

 
$30 million+ invested in Access to Care Grants 

16,000+ Oregonians accessed critical services 
in just six months



BHRNs are a set of providers, working together as a network, to increase access 
to low-barrier addiction services. At least one BHRN must be established in 
each county and offer all of these services: 

● Behavioral Health Treatment that is evidence-based, trauma-informed, culturally specific, 
linguistically accessible, and patient-centered;

● Peer support and recovery services designed to help people continue to address their 
substance use;

● Housing - temporary, stable, and permanent housing; and

● Harm reduction interventions including overdose prevention, access to naloxone 
hydrochloride along with drug education and outreach.

What is a Behavioral Health Resource Network (BHRN)?





What’s happening now: Funds are getting out to providers



What does this mean for your community?

Here are some examples:











 

Questions?

Dori Sumstad: dori@healthjusticerecovery.org

Ron Williams: ron@healthjusticerecovery.org 

mailto:tera@healthjusticerecovery.org
mailto:ron@healthjusticerecovery.org


The following slides 
are extras to be 

used as part of Q&A 
as needed…



Despite the sensationalism from 
some elected officials and media 
outlets about the alleged rise in 
crime in recent years, data show 
that, in general, crime rates have 
held steady since 2018. 

Preliminary data on 2021 crime 
rates within Oregon’s largest 
cities show that most crime rates 
either held steady or even 
declined. 

Most crime rates have held steady or even gone down since Measure 110 passed.



In Portland, assault rates 

in the city have remained 

relatively constant since 

2018 and sex offenses 

appear to be trending 

down. 



In Washington County, violent crime has remained unchanged in recent years while 

property crime appears to be declining. 



Measure 110 was created in response to 
the overdose crisis.

Overdose deaths are on the rise all across the country 
— not just in Oregon. Even after decriminalization, 
Oregon’s overdose death rate remains lower than 
the Western states average, where overdose deaths 
have increased by 40%. 

“Oregon’s experience with drug-related 
mortality is consistent with trends in 
other jurisdictions and in the United 
States as a whole.” - Dr. Sean Hurst, 
Chief Medical Examiner of Oregon








































