





HB 3556, the Transient Room Tax (TRT) bill, has had two hearings and a work
session that has been delayed. There is pressure on legislators to vote no from the
Oregon Restaurant and Lodging Association viewing it as a tax increase.

. Review Bill Tracker Report by Department

Commissioner Chang said that HB 3031 is being tracked by the Regional Housing
Council as it relates to housing infrastructure expansion. Riggs reported this bill will
likely go through a series of amendments. E~~"d position: priority 2 / support.

HB 3572 relates to rural Emergency Medical Services (EMS). Riggs noted this is part
of the EMS Modernization package. HB 3380 is a related bill, which provides a tax
credit for EMS providers to incentivize the workforce. The goal for this package of
bills is to provide a consistent funding mechanism for EMS services. Board position:
priority 2 / support for both HB 3572 and HB 3380.

Peter Gutowsky discussed SB 1129 as it pertains to urban reserves. It allows local
governments to demonstrate the difficulty in designating lands as priority for urban
reserves and allows them to discount these lands and look to other exception areas.
He presented a letter of support for SB 1129 for the Board's consideration. The
Board tentatively approved the letter, pending their review of the letter in its
entirety, with the inclusion of referencing possible amendments in the letter. Board
position: priority 2 / support.

Deevy Holcomb asked for the Board's support of a letter from her requesting and
supporting Senator Broadman's withdrawal of his support for SB 1159, at Sen.
Broadman's request. SB 1159 proposes to add another layer of investigation to child
abuse investigations including youth in juvenile justice settings. It would create a
new entity, adding to confusion and bureaucracy. Currently, law enforcement
investigates child abuse in juvenile justice settings, and it works well. Riggs
elaborated on the overregulation of this system, noting this bill is the wrong
approach. Holcomb added that AOC has already opposed this bill. The Board was
supportive of Holcomb sending the letter and copying Rep. Kropf onto the letter.

Discussion ensued regarding pending allegations against the Oregon Youth
Authority (OYA). Riggs elaborated on the status of these al 3ations. The
organization has been vastly underpaying their workforce, adding to their many
challenges. Responding to Commissioner Adair, Riggs said that there is no
legislation directly related to the issues surrounding OYA.

DA Gunnels said that HB 3935 increases the penalty for swatting incidents. Swatting
is where someone contacts 9-1-1 claiming there is an active shooter or an act of
violence that is untrue. Law enforcement responds to these incidents and in some



cases, ir "viduals have been injured asa ult. It c ites a dangerous situation and
is a tremendous waste of resources. HB 3935 changes swatting from a
misdemeanor to a felony, which would allow for extradition. The Oregon District
Attorneys Association (ODAA) supports this bill. Board position: p-*~rity 2 / support.

Gunnels spoke about HB 5005, which provides funding for Criminal Justice
Commission (CJC). The ODAA is monitoring this bill. CJC funds some of the DA's
Office programs. Holly Harris advocated a position of support for this bill. Holcomb
noted her department relies heavily on CJC funding for her department’s
operations, and she is in support of this bill. Holly Harris plans to testify in support
of and advocating for inclusion of IMPACTS funding. The Board directed staff to
draft a letter of support for this HB 1005. Board position: priority 2 / support.

SB 65 would create the basis for a state civil rights lawsuit that would typically take
place in federal court. He has taken no position on this bill, but suggested the Board
consider taking a position as it would impact their bottom line. Dave Doyle said the
statewide association is not supportive of this bill as it seems redundant with
federal processes. Riggs noted that there is very little testimony related to this bill.
Board posi** 1 priority 2 / -~ posit’ =,

Jen Patterson brought before the Board a letter of support for Mosaic Medical's
Conners Campus State Bond Request for their consideration. Janice Garceau would
sign onto the letter as Health Services Director, noting that Mosaic has struggled
with staffing so consolidating their clinics would help alleviate staffing challenges.
The Board was supportive of signing this letter.

Riggs discussed SB 83, which will be the vehicle by which the wildfire maps will be
repealed.

Commissioner Chang flagged SB 1154 for monitoring. This bill updates the Oregon
Groundwater Quality Protection Act. It would allow for more proactive efforts before
water quality hits critical thresholds. The Board directed CDD staff to look into this
further and provide the Board with additional information, then it can be discussed
under Other Items at the upcoming BOCC meeting. Patterson said there is a public
hearing on this bill on April 37

Next Meeting: The next virtual legislative update meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 4
at 8:00 a.m.

Adjourn: Chair DeBone adjourned the meeting at 9:04 a.m.






