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1.

Introductions
Commissioner DeBone called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.
Updates from NW Policy Advocates

Doug Riggs reported that SB 644, which would allow ADUs to be built in high-risk
wildfire zones, passed out of committee this week with tremendous bipartisan
support. Commissioner DeBone asked if other counties have been as focused on
this as Deschutes County. Riggs responded that Lane County has been most
engaged, and he expected that other rural counties will also be interested.
Commissioner Chang shared that he is in touch with Commissioner Buck from Lane
County on this bill.

Continuing, Riggs said HB 2001 regarding housing needs passed on the House floor
on Wednesday and now goes to the Senate. Commissioner DeBone shared
information from Cheyenne Purrington that Central Oregon, via its designated
Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) group, is slated to receive approximately $14
million for shelter and rehousing, in addition to $1.37 million for homelessness
prevention.

Riggs said SB 4 was passed by the Semiconductor Committee on Wednesday. This
bill involves the establishment of a grant and loan program to support businesses
which produce semiconductors. Riggs noted the disappointment of some observers
that this bill does not do everything necessary, such as offer a tax credit which the
industry deems vital. Commissioner DeBone shared that he provided testimony
advocating for the industrial-zoned land within Redmond's Urban Growth Boundary
to further economic development efforts in response to the State’s proposal to
allow this use next to Washington County under an emergency order.

[ ar__>ntuUpc - 1 Priority Bills

Chris Doty summarized SB 850, which would require retention of certain contractors
for any public project over $750,000. At a minimum, the agreement would require
prevailing wage rates, that apprentices perform a certain amount of the work, and
that the agency establish and execute a plan for the recruitment and retention of
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women, minority individuals and veterans to work on the project. Doty reported he
has been asked to testify against this on behalf of AOC and Oasis.

Commissioner DeBone said while he is supportive of programs which train the next
generation, he was hesitant to impose specific requirements. Riggs said this bill is
opposed by many individual counties and cities in addition to the AOC, primarily
due to concerns that conformance would be difficult to achieve in rural areas.

Commissioner Chang favored inviting further engagement and discussion not by
opposing this bill outright, but instead by expressing alignment with its intention
and suggesting that its sponsors take a different approach. Commissioner Adair

shared her support for apprentice programs, and Commissioner DeBone agreed
with advocating for the trade industries.

The Board was in consensus to authorize Doty to testify in opposition, unless the bill
is amended. Doty summarized he will testify in support of the concept but state that
this proposal is not workable for communities that lack the requisite level of
apprenticeship programs.

Cheyenne Purrington elucidated on HB 2001 and the role of the MAC group in
distributing the funding that will be provided by the State. Commissioner Chang said
the Coordinated Houseless Response Office should take a more active role in
helping to coordinate and lead these efforts. Purrington said CHRO is working with
MAC leader COIC, group members, and nonprofits to refine projects and develop a
cohesive regional strategy. She offered to provide an update and coordinate a work
session for the Board, CHRO and staff.

Sarah Key introduced the subject of HB 3471, which proposes to prohibit employers
from entering into settlements or agreements that dispose of worker compensation
claims which bar a person from seeking further employment with the employer
unless such a provision is first requested by the former employee. Key said this
change would open up the County to ongoing exposure from claims that had been
brought by former employees. The Board was in consensus to place this bill on
watch status.

Tom Kuhn referred tc  draft letter of :  »port for +._ _J90, which would
flavored tobacco and vaping products. He believed this legislation is needed to
prevent these products from reaching underage persons. The Board was in
consensus to issue a letter of support.

Kuhn further reported on HB 2574 and HB 2773, and asked for authorization to
testify in favor of SB 5525. The Board was in agreement to authorize this testimony.
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Commissioner DeBone supported adding this to the report for discussion next
week.

Next Meeting: The next legislative update meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 24, 2023
at 8:00 a.m.

Adjourn: Chair DeBone adjourned the meeting at 8:59 a.m.
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