
 

Historic Preservation Commission Agenda 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 at 4:00 PM 
 

City Hall, 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD 57732 
  

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. Minutes of 08/28/24 Meeting 

4. Voucher Approvals 

a. HP Operating Vouchers 09/11/24 

b. HP Revolving Vouchers 

5. HP Programs and Revolving Loan Program 

a. Charles Eagleson - 374 Williams St. - Windows Program 

6. Old or General Business 

7. New Matters Before the Deadwood Historic District Commission 

8. New Matters Before the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission 

a. PA 240146 - Justin Rubenzer - 6 Dudley - Replace siding and roof 

b. PA 240155 - Charles Eagleson - 374 Williams - Restore windows and replace storm 
windows 

c. PA 240157 - Dale Berg - 874 Main - Replace Fence 

d. PA 240158 - Bonnie Fosso - 170 Pleasant - Add addition on to front of structure 

9. Items from Citizens not on Agenda 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

10. Staff Report 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

a. Soda Fountain Article: The Ice Screamer Issue 

11. Committee Reports 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

12. Adjournment 

 

Note: All Applications MUST arrive at the City of Deadwood Historic Preservation Office 
by 5:00 p.m. MST on the 1st or 3rd Wednesday of every month in order to be considered 
at the next regularly scheduled Historic Preservation Commission Meeting. 
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Historic Preservation Commission Minutes 
 

Wednesday, August 28, 2024 at 4:00 PM 
 

City Hall, 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD 57732 
  

1. Call Meeting to Order 

 A quorum present, Commission Chair Diede called the Deadwood Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting to order on August 28, 2024, at 4:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

 PRESENT 

HP Commission Chair Leo Diede 
HP Commission Vice Chair Vicki Dar  
HP Commissioner 2nd Vice Chair Trevor Santochi 
HP Commissioner Tony Williams 
HP Commissioner Anita Knipper 
HP Commissioner Jesse Allen 
HP Commissioner Molly Brown 

City Commissioner Blake Joseph 

 STAFF PRESENT  

Kevin Kuchenbecker, Historic Preservation Officer 
Bonny Anfinson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Amy Greba, Administrative Assistant 

        Susan Trucano, Neighborworks 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. Minutes from 8/14/24 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Williams and seconded by 
Commissioner Brown to approve minutes of the August 14, 2024, 
meeting. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, 
Dar. 

b. Minutes from 8/20/24 Budget meeting 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Knipper and seconded by 
Commissioner Brown to approve minutes of the August 20, 2024, Budget 
meeting. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, 
Dar. 

4. Voucher Approvals 

a. Hp Operating Vouchers 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Williams and seconded by 
Commissioner Santochi to approve HP Operating Vouchers in the amount 
of $129,952.30. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, 
Allen, Dar. 
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b. HP Grant Vouchers 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Brown and seconded by Commissioner 
Williams to approve HP Grant Vouchers in the amount of $2,965.00. 
Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, Dar. 

c. HP Revolving Vouchers 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Williams and seconded by 
Commissioner Dar to approve HP Revolving Vouchers in the amount of 
$54,945.53. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, 
Dar. 

5. HP Programs and Revolving Loan Program 

 Ms. Trucano did not have any Revolving Loans for approval but stated that the HP 
Commission Packet contains Neighborworks Financials, as of July 31, 2024. 

6. Old or General Business 

a. Lee Thompson - 47 Forest Retaining Wall discussion with possible action 

 Mr. Kuchenbecker stated in 2007 and 2009 retaining walls were constructed in the 
back and front locations of 45 and 47 Forest Avenue. The owner has expressed 
concerns regarding the retaining walls over the past 15 years. Recently, the owner 
requested a site visit by staff and the Historic Preservation Commission. 

Staff, along with Historic Preservation Commissioners, Leo Diede, Trevor Santochi, 
and Vicki Dar, conducted a site visit on August 22, 2024. The retaining wall in the 
back of the structure was constructed and the hillside above the back retaining wall 
has been coated with shotcrete to address the erosion from a storm water drain on 
Selbie Street. Upon review it does appear there has been some fracturing of the 
shotcrete and minor under mining of the lower portions but could be considered 
maintenance and normal changes. 

The owner feels the front retaining wall was not constructed properly as it does not 
look like the retaining wall right next to it, rocks have come loose and there is no 
concrete cap. As per the design specifications this project did not call for a concrete 
cap. It does appear some of the cap stones may be missing.  

Members of the Commission in attendance felt it should report back to the full 
commission and take possible action. 

It was the unanimous consensus of the Commission the retaining walls are not 
failing but do need maintenance. These retaining walls are the property of the 
owner. The Historic Preservation Commission provided funds for the repair and 
restoration but does not own the walls. If you wish to have a new cap constructed 
or repairs to the current stone cap you can submit a project approval. Mrs. Anfinson 
will prepare a letter for the homeowner based on the discussion of the 
Commissioners. 

7. New Matters Before the Deadwood Historic District Commission 

8. New Matters Before the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission 

a. PA 240142 - Brian Kinkler - 288 Williams - Construct second story on existing 
garage and add two story addition to garage 
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 Mr. Kuchenbecker stated that the applicant has submitted an application for Project 
Approval for work at 288 Williams St., a noncontributing structure located in the 
Forest Hill Planning Unit in the City of Deadwood. 

 The applicant is requesting permission to construct a second story on the current 
garage behind the structure with a walkway to the existing structure. Then 
construct a two story 35'-25' garage addition to the right side of the current garage. 

 This project has gone before Planning and Zoning for a variance to meet setback 
requirements and it has been approved. The siding on the new construction will be 
smooth LP Smartsiding with the same reveal as the current garage. The overall 
height of the new construction will be around 25 feet, and the height of the current 
house is 28.8 feet. The location of the proposed structure is at the rear of the 
resource and is partially hidden by the existing residential structure. 

The proposed work and changes do not encroach upon, damage, or destroy a 
historic resource or have an adverse effect on the character of the building or the 
historic character of the State and National Register Historic Districts or the 
Deadwood National Historic Landmark District. 

Commissioner Dar asked about the entrance to the new area. The homeowner 
responded that there will be a skywalk from house to loft, about 3’ in length.  

Commissioner Williams asked if the skywalk would be behind the house. Mr. 
Kuchenbecker agreed and said it would not be visible from the street. 

Commissioner Diede asked the intention of the loft. The homeowner responded it is 
for storage and workshop space. 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Allen and seconded by Commissioner 
Santochi, based upon all the evidence presented, I find that this project 
DOES NOT encroach upon, damage, or destroy any historic property 
included in the national register of historic places or the state register of 
historic places, and therefore move to grant a project approval. Voting 
Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, Dar. 

b. PA240141 - Lori & Dave Wilkinson - 67 Terrace St. - Replace Siding, Windows, 
Maintenance to Porch 

 The applicant has submitted an application for Project Approval for work at 67 
Terrace Street, a contributing structure located in the Cleveland Planning Unit in the 
City of Deadwood. 

 The applicant is requesting permission to replace the siding with LP Smartside, 
replace the windows with Marvin wood windows, and conduct maintenance to the 
screened in porch. 

 On June 2, 2024, the contractor and staff met at the property and conducted a 
walk around the structure and discussed proposed ideas. Staff reviewed the project 
approval process, grant/loan programs and building permit requirements with the 
Contractor and handed out a packet of program information.  

On August 7, 2024, a Project Approval was submitted for replacement of siding, 
windows and maintenance to the screened in porch. The quotes included with the 
application were dated in June 2024. In preparing the Project Approval and 
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reviewing the history of the structure, staff discovered the applicant was entered 
into the windows and doors program in 2011. This prompted a site visit to 
determine what had changed since then and what had been done previously to the 
windows. 

In 2001, the previous owners applied for project approval to replace the siding with 
steel siding. This request was denied by the Historic Preservation Commission. 
Meeting packet information is attached for review.  

In 2011, the owner applied for and was accepted into the Wood Windows and 
Doors program for repair to the windows and installation of wood storm windows. 
The staff report and program approval from the meeting are attached. The owner 
did not follow through with the grant program. New wood storms were never 
installed but three windows were replaced without approval and a building permit 
was not issued. 

Staff conducted a site visit and met with the owners and contractor on August 16, 
2024. Upon review, it appeared the siding is in good condition with some peeling 
paint apparent on the street sides of the structure along with a limited quantity of 
wood siding needing replaced due to cracking or deterioration. The windows are in 
very good condition but there are issues with them being very difficult to open or 
cannot open and stay open which the applicant has expressed concerns as this may 
be a safety issue for fire exit and the fear of the window slamming shut and 
breaking or hurting someone. It appears the windows have not been properly 
maintained to allow for opening and closing and there were no signs of rot in the 
framing, sills or sashes. These issues can be corrected with proper maintenance 
and repairs.  

During the walk through it was witnessed that construction of a knee wall and a 
laundry room on the porch had begun without Historic Preservation approval or a 
building permit. 

The proposed work and changes do encroach upon, damage, or destroy a historic 
resource or have an adverse effect on the character of the building or the historic 
character of the State and National Register Historic Districts or the Deadwood 
National Historic Landmark District. 

Commissioner Brown asked Mr. Kuchenbecker if the windows were updated in 
2011. Mr. Kuchenbecker said the owners did not utilize the program at that time.  

Commissioner Knipper asked how many windows are inoperable at this time and is 
there the ability to make them operable. Mr. Kuchenbecker stated that the 
challenge is finding a contractor that can do the restoration work on the existing 
windows. He stated that the windows are repairable, but it’s a lot of labor. The 
owners have been able to open them with some effort, but it is hard to keep them 
open as they do not have the counterweights but the small wooden peg stopper 
which holds them open. 

Commissioner Santochi asked if there is a lot of rot in the siding, because it looks 
pretty good in the photos. Mr. Kuchenbecker stated there are a few cracks in the 
siding but can be repaired. Commissioner Santochi asked if the owners are new 
owners of the house. Homeowners stated that her family has owned the house 
since World War II. Commissioner Santochi shared that he would hate to see 
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Smartsiding replace the original cedar siding if it can be salvaged. The homeowners’ 
contractor added that he had a couple additional contractors come take a look and 
they agreed that with the work being done on the windows, the siding needed 
replaced to make the entire project look its best. The windows are a big safety 
issue if there would be a fire. The contractors identified a decent amount of rot 
regarding the siding. He also stated that there’s no way to truly know the condition 
of the cedar planks without removing the layers of paint to see what’s underneath. 
Commissioner Santochi shared his concern is that it’s easier to just put the 
Smartsiding up without seeing what condition the cedar is in underneath the paint. 
He added that the existing siding is really nice and adds a lot of value to the house, 
if the homeowners could replace what’s bad and paint it. 

Commissioner Santochi also asked if they were prepared to put in new wood 
windows, because that’s the only option that would be allowed. The homeowner 
stated that wooden windows are what is included in their current bid. They are 
following the guidelines of preservation. She added that they also wish to include 
better insulation, for many reasons. The contractor stated that he would like to see 
the removal of all siding. He shared that the homeowners have had several 
instances of interior plumbing freezing because “the building is very porous” 
because “it’s an old building”. Commissioner Santochi shared that he has a building 
as old, if not older, with cedar siding that’s had a lot of work done on it. And he’s 
happy he did it, because he feels it adds a lot of value, rather than having a house 
with the Smartsiding on it. The contractor continued that they would use the 
smooth Smartsiding that would be appropriate looking.  

Commissioner Brown asked if the Commission could split the windows and the 
siding motions. Commission Santochi stated he would be in favor of the 
replacement of the non-working windows with the wood windows, but that he’s not 
in favor of the removal of the siding. The contractor stated that once the bad siding 
was removed, the windows replaced, and the new cedar siding spliced together, he 
believes that 75% of the siding would be replaced anyways.  

Mr. Kuchenbecker stated he thinks they have the wrong contractor if that’s the 
case. As he walked around the house, he saw the siding as being in very good 
shape. There are a few places where it is rotted around the windows and there are 
places that would need to be replaced. But again, using the Secretary of Interior 
Standards; Repair when possible, Replace with in-kind. And if neither can be done, 
then replace it with something that’s allowed. HP has allowed Smartsiding in the 
past, but it’s been when the siding is beyond salvaging. 

Commissioner Dar added that in going by the Secretary of Interior’s Standards, it 
would not qualify. The owner added that they don’t want to piecemeal the house 
because it means a lot to the family. They want to make it look nice, but more than 
anything they want it safe for their kids and grandkids. They don’t want it to be a 
headache for them down the road.  

City Commissioner Joseph requested permission from Commissioner Chair Diede to 
ask the homeowners a question. He asked for an explanation regarding the 
unapproved work that has been performed on the porch. The homeowner stated 
that they were unaware they needed approval for improvements in the form of 
adding a laundry room where the porch is located.  
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Commissioner Joseph asked if there is an example of the Smartsiding within that 
neighborhood already. Commissioner Santochi shared that there are quite a few 
homes with it and stated it is a big difference and that it sticks out and is very 
noticeable. Mr. Kuchenbecker stated that the city has allowed it in other projects. In 
reference to those projects, the siding was in much worse condition and not 
salvageable. He also added that this cedar siding is around 120 years old and as 
staff noted is still in good condition. Smartsiding comes with a 25-year warranty, so 
the quality is not comparable.  

Commissioner Williams asked Mr. Kuchenbecker for his opinion on the percentage 
of siding that is not salvageable. Mr. Kuchenbecker stated that he believes it would 
be around 10%.  

Commissioner Santochi asked if there could be a motion for the siding and a motion 
for the windows. Mr. Kuchenbecker stated that if the homeowners are agreeable to 
that, it would be fine. If not, they would need to submit a new application. 

First Motion: It was motioned by Commissioner Santochi and seconded 
by Commissioner Williams based upon the guidance in the U.S. 
Department of the Interior standards for historic preservation, 
restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules promulgated 
pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is 
ADVERSE to Deadwood and move to DENY the replacement of the 
existing cedar siding with Smartside. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, 
Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, Dar. 

Second Motion: It was motioned by Commissioner Brown and seconded 
by Commissioner Santochi based upon the guidance in the U.S. 
Department of the Interior standards for historic preservation, 
restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules promulgated 
pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is 
ADVERSE to Deadwood, but the applicant has explored ALL REASONABLE 
AND PRUDENT ALTERNATIVES, and so I move to APPROVE the 
replacement of the existing windows with approved Marvin Wood 
windows. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, 
Dar. 

Third Motion: It was motioned by Commissioner Dar and seconded by 
Commissioner Santochi based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department 
of the Interior standards for historic preservation, restoration, and 
rehabilitation projects adopted by rules promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-
19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE to Deadwood and 
move to DENY improvements to the porch as presented, until new plans 
are submitted and approved. Voting Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, 
Diede, Brown, Allen, Dar. 

9. Items from Citizens not on Agenda 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

10. Staff Report 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

 Mr. Kuchenbecker shared the following updates on City projects: 
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 FEMA Project: Paving continues along Ryan Rd. More work at the area behind Comfort 
Inn due to damage from rainstorms.  

Work continues on burying utilities on properties across the creek. Complete Concrete 
replacing concrete around utility boxes and along the project where city did not approve 
the results. 

Whitewood Creek Trail opened before Kool Deadwood Nites. Hoping to have a ribbon 
cutting ceremony soon. 

Retaining Walls projects: 10 Denver- complete, Taylor Ave- out to bid 

Contract signed on 85 Charles 

82 Denver- work on porch & stairs 

Mrs. Anfinson shared the Realtor Workshop is set for Oct. 29. 

State History Conference coming up. Commissioners can let her know if they want to 
attend. 

11. Committee Reports 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

 Commissioner Dar: Farmers Market in Gordon Park on Friday at 4:00pm. Offices of HP 
and Planning & Zoning will be volunteering. 

 Commissioner Brown: Since Landmark came to the last meeting to discuss lighting, 
thoughts about putting together guidelines for lighting. Commissioner Brown will chair 
the committee and Commissioner Williams will be vice-chair. 

 Commissioner Williams: Progress continues with Fuller Brothers Trail; Almost up to 
Broken Boot. 

12. Adjournment 

 It was motioned by Commissioner Dar and seconded by Commissioner 
Williams to adjourn the Historic Preservation Commission meeting. Voting 
Yea: Knipper, Williams, Santochi, Diede, Brown, Allen, Dar. 

The HP Commission meeting adjourned at 5:03 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

  

___________________________________ 

Chairman, Historic Preservation Commission 

Minutes by Amy Greba, Administrative Assistant  
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

Date: September 6, 2024 

To: Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Kevin Kuchenbecker, Historic Preservation Officer 

 Bonny Anfinson, Program Coordinator 

Re: Historic Preservation Program Application 

 

The following Historic Preservation Program application was submitted for approval.   

Charles Eagleson – 374 Williams St. – Windows Program 

The applicant is requesting permission to be entered into the windows program. The 
previous owners utilized the windows program but only used $3,298.31. This property is 
owner occupied, contributing. The applicant has submitted the required quotes for the 
project. Staff will coordinate with the applicant during the proposed project. Staff is 
requesting permission to reopen the grant and accept Charles Eagleson into the windows 
program. 

 

 

OFFICE OF 
PLANNING, ZONING AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

108 Sherman Street 
Telephone (605) 578-2082 

Fax (605) 722-0786 
 

 

Kevin Kuchenbecker 
Planning, Zoning and  

Historic Preservation Officer 
Telephone (605) 578-2082 

kevin@cityofdeadwood.com 
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Date: September 05, 2024 

Case No. 240146 
Address: 6 Dudley St 

Staff Report 

The applicant has submitted an application for work at 6 Dudley St, a contributing structure located 

in the Large's Flat Planning Unit in the City of Deadwood. 

Applicant: Justin Rubenzer 
Owner: RUBENZER, JUSTIN D0 
Constructed: Unkown 

CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A PROJECT APPROVAL 

The Historic Preservation Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying 

the Project Approval: 

General Factors: 

1. Historic significance of the resource: 
This is a contributing resource located in the Large’s Gulch Planning Unit in the City of 

Deadwood. It was vacant for many years until 2011 when it was restored.  

Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: 

The applicant is requesting permission to replace the cedar siding with LP smart siding and 

replace the asphalt roof with a metal roof. 

Attachments: Yes 

Plans: No 

Photos: Yes 

Staff Opinion: 
This property was in an extreme state of disrepair and was saved in 2011 with the original siding 

restored. (see attached before and after photos from Mike Berg – previous owner).  

 

The applicant has removed the original restored cedar siding and asphalt roof without a building 

permit or Historic Preservation Commission approval. An investigation fee equal to two (2) times the 

permit fee will be added to the permit fee (in this case $264.00). 

 

Staff is recommending the siding be replaced with cedar siding with original 4.5” reveal to maintain 

the integrity of the historic structure. The roof had asphalt shingles before they were removed and 

should be replaced with asphalt shingles.  

 

It is staff’s opinion, based on the standards and guidelines adopted by the Deadwood Historic 

Preservation Commission, the proposed work and changes does encroach upon, damage, or 

destroy a historic resource and has an adverse effect on the character of the building or the historic 

character of the State and National Register Historic Districts or the Deadwood National Historic 

Landmark District. 
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Motions available for commission action: 

A: If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project DOES NOT Encroach Upon, 

Damage or Destroy a historic property then: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I find that this project DOES NOT encroach 

upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register of historic 

places or the state register of historic places, and therefore move to grant a project 

approval. 

 

If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project will Encroach Upon, Damage or 

Destroy a historic property then: 

B: First Motion: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I move to make a finding that this project DOES 

encroach upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register 

of historic places or the state register of historic places. [If this, move on to 2nd Motion 

and choose an option.] 

C: Second Motion: 

Option 1: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is NOT 

ADVERSE to Deadwood and move to APPROVE the project as presented. 

OR 
Option 2: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE 

to Deadwood and move to DENY the project as presented. 
OR 

Option 3: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE 

to Deadwood, but the applicant has explored ALL REASONABLE AND PRUDENT 

ALTERNATIVES, and so I move to APPROVE the project as presented. 
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Date: September 05, 2024 

Case No. 240155 
Address: 374 Williams 

Staff Report 

The applicant has submitted an application for Project Approval for work at 374 Williams, a 

contributing structure located in the Forest Hill Planning Unit in the City of Deadwood. 

Applicant: Charles Eagleson 
Owner: EAGLESON, CHARLES D0 

Constructed: c 1880 

CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A PROJECT APPROVAL 

The Historic Preservation Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying 

the Project Approval: 

General Factors: 

1. Historic significance of the resource: 
This residential property is a contributing resource in the Deadwood National Historic Landmark 

District. It is significant for its historic association with the founding and initial period of growth 

of the City of Deadwood. This is of the Second Empire style. 

2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: 
The applicant is requesting permission to restore original wood windows and doors. Replace 

the inappropriate wood storm windows on front with the appropriate arched storm windows. 

Attachments: Yes 

Plans: No 

Photos: Yes 

Staff Opinion: 
The applicant is also applying for the Windows and Doors Program for the repairs to the porch 

windows and replacement of the inappropriate storm windows. The proposed work and changes do 

not encroach upon, damage or destroy a historic resource or have an adverse effect on the 

character of the building or the historic character of the State and National Register Historic Districts 

or the Deadwood National Historic Landmark District. 
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Motions available for commission action: 

A: If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project DOES NOT Encroach Upon, 

Damage or Destroy a historic property then: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I find that this project DOES NOT encroach 

upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register of historic 

places or the state register of historic places, and therefore move to grant a project 

approval. 

 

If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project will Encroach Upon, Damage or 

Destroy a historic property then: 

B: First Motion: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I move to make a finding that this project DOES 

encroach upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register 

of historic places or the state register of historic places. [If this, move on to 2nd Motion 

and choose an option.] 

C: Second Motion: 

Option 1: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is NOT 

ADVERSE to Deadwood and move to APPROVE the project as presented. 

OR 
Option 2: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE 

to Deadwood and move to DENY the project as presented. 
OR 

Option 3: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE 

to Deadwood, but the applicant has explored ALL REASONABLE AND PRUDENT 

ALTERNATIVES, and so I move to APPROVE the project as presented. 
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Date: September 06, 2024 

Case No. 240157 
Address: 874 Main St. 

Staff Report 

The applicant has submitted an application for Project Approval for work at 874 Main St., a 

Contributing structure located in the Upper Main Planning Unit in the City of Deadwood. 

Applicant: Dale Berg 
Owner: BERG, DALE N TRUSTEEBERG, SUSAN R TRUSTEE 

Constructed: c 1935 

CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A PROJECT APPROVAL 

The Historic Preservation Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying 

the Project Approval: 

General Factors: 

1. Historic significance of the resource: 
This building is a contributing resource in the Deadwood National Historic Landmark District. It 

is significant for its historic association with the founding and initial period of growth of the town 

of Deadwood. Spurred by the tremendous mining boom of 1876, Deadwood grew quickly and 

became the first major urban center of western South Dakota. Deadwood’s economic 

prominence during the late 1800s and early 1900s was reflected by the construction of a 

number of large residences such as this one. These houses displayed a variety of architectural 

styles: Queen Anne, Second Empire, Colonial, and even Gothic variants are found locally. 

Together, these houses are among the strongest reminders of Deadwood’s nineteenth-century 

boom. 

2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: 
Applicant is requesting permission to replace the current fence with a five foot black steel 

fence. The new fence will be in the same location except it will be moved in along the left 

between the houses. 

Attachments: Yes 

Plans: No 

Photos: Yes 

Staff Opinion: Based on the application and supporting documentation, the fence has already been 

ordered; however, the proposed work and changes do not encroach upon, damage, or destroy a 

historic resource or have an adverse effect on the character of the building or the historic character 

of the State and National Register Historic Districts or the Deadwood National Historic Landmark 

District.  
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Motions available for commission action: 

A: If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project DOES NOT Encroach Upon, 

Damage or Destroy a historic property then: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I find that this project DOES NOT encroach 

upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register of historic 

places or the state register of historic places, and therefore move to grant a project 

approval. 

 

If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project will Encroach Upon, Damage or 

Destroy a historic property then: 

B: First Motion: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I move to make a finding that this project DOES 

encroach upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register 

of historic places or the state register of historic places. [If this, move on to 2nd Motion 

and choose an option.] 

C: Second Motion: 

Option 1: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is NOT 

ADVERSE to Deadwood and move to APPROVE the project as presented. 

OR 
Option 2: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE 

to Deadwood and move to DENY the project as presented. 
OR 

Option 3: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for 

historic preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules 

promulgated pursuant to SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE 

to Deadwood, but the applicant has explored ALL REASONABLE AND PRUDENT 

ALTERNATIVES, and so I move to APPROVE the project as presented. 
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Date: September 06, 2024 

Case No. 240158 Address: 

170 Pleasant St. 

Staff Report 

The applicant has submitted an application for Project Approval for work at 170 Pleasant St., a contributing 

structure located in the Highland Park Planning Unit in the City of Deadwood. 

Applicant: Bonnie Fosso 

Owner: FOSSO, BONNIE / FOSSO, TYLER 

Constructed: 1895 

CRITERIA FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A PROJECT APPROVAL 

The Historic Preservation Commission shall use the following criteria in granting or denying the Project 

Approval: 

General Factors: 

1. Historic significance of the resource: 

This building is a contributing resource in the Deadwood National Historic Landmark District. This is 

an early Deadwood house which was remodeled during the pre-World War II years; consequently, it 

has historic associations with both Deadwood’s nineteenth-century mining boom and the region’s 

mining revival of the late 1920s and 1930s. This house displays architectural elements which were 

popular during the latter period. In Deadwood – as elsewhere in the United States – residential 

remodels commonly borrowed from the then popular Craftsman Style. Other remodels copy 

traditional forms seen in the “Picturesque Revival” styles. 

2. Architectural design of the resource and proposed alterations: 

The applicant is requesting permission to construct an addition on the front entry to create a laundry 

room, coat closet, mud room and covered porch. The applicant has stressed, due to medical issues, 

a safer entry into the house needs to be constructed. 

Attachments: yes 

Plans: yes 

Photos: yes 

Staff Opinion: 

It is staff’s opinion, based on the standards and guidelines adopted by the Deadwood Historic 

Preservation Commission, this 20' x 23' extension onto the main entrance of the structure will have an 

adverse effect to the property. The proposed work and changes does encroach upon, damage or destroy 

a historic resource and has an adverse effect on the character of the building and the historic character of 

the State and National Register Historic Districts or the Deadwood National Historic Landmark District.  
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Motions available for commission action: 

A: If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project DOES NOT Encroach Upon, Damage or 

Destroy a historic property then: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I find that this project DOES NOT encroach upon, 

damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register of historic places or 

the state register of historic places, and therefore move to grant a project approval. 

 

If you, as a commissioner, have determined the Project will Encroach Upon, Damage or Destroy a 

historic property then: 

B: First Motion: 

Based upon all the evidence presented, I move to make a finding that this project DOES 

encroach upon, damage, or destroy any historic property included in the national register of 

historic places or the state register of historic places. [If this, move on to 2nd Motion and choose 

an option.] 

C: Second Motion: 

Option 1: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for historic 

preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules promulgated pursuant to 

SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is NOT ADVERSE to Deadwood and move 

to APPROVE the project as presented. 

OR 

Option 2: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for historic 

preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules promulgated pursuant to 

SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE to Deadwood and move to 

DENY the project as presented. 

OR 

Option 3: Based upon the guidance in the U.S. Department of the Interior standards for historic 

preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation projects adopted by rules promulgated pursuant to 

SDCL 1-19A & 1-19B, et seq, I find that the project is ADVERSE to Deadwood, but the 

applicant has explored ALL REASONABLE AND PRUDENT ALTERNATIVES, and so I move 

to APPROVE the project as presented. 
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The Ice screamer 
Established 1982 

 

Collecting soda fountain memories 
© Issue 183                                           August 2024 
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Mining America’s Mountains for a Root Beer Float Mother Lode                                      MaryJane Cary 

Go...Do...Remember...Make Ice Screamer Memories                           Steve Christensen, Paul Endres, 

Henry Gentry, Jerry Hack, David Lilburne, Jerry Maphis, DeAnna Stone 

Goldberg’s Soda Fountain Restored to Legendary Service            Michael Runge 

Our Rootin’ Tootin’ Root Beer Floatin’ Convention              Michelle Drackett-Smisek, Daniel Hosbach,  

Tatum Laird and Heather Tomasello 

Funny Business and Thanks for the Memories                            Thor and Patty Foss Memorial Cartoon 

Collection, Phil and Terry Schy, Ryan and Eric Berley and The Ice Screamers Archive 

Ice Cream at the Movies: King Creole                                                 Tom Collins, Janet Colman-Hutkin 

Greetings from the Soda Fountain 
By The Ice Screamer Editor Mary Jane Cary 

Every golden opportunity presents fortune-seekers with temptations, from making false 
claims and lying to drinking, gambling, fighting, stealing, and other wickedness.  Such 
temptations inspired California Gold Rush prospector James M. Hutchings to pen a code of 
ethics in 1853, published as The Miner’s Ten Commandments in the Placerville Herald.  So 
join us as we prospect for the golden Mother Lode of America’s first root beer float! Thanks 
to Richard Kanarr for sharing The Tombstone Epitaph news that inspired our research, 
Michelle Drackett-Smisek for proposing our convention theme celebrating root beer floats, 
and Michael Lynn for his tall tale of great grand uncle Frank J Wisner. Then thanks to Mi-
chael Runge and Goldberg’s Soda Fountain in Deadwood, our Black Cows are waiting! 

 

  

Katie Detrick  
453 Linden Ave  
York, PA 17404  
(717) 891-0317  
Kjgallaher19@gmail.com  classic.car.guy29@gmail.com  

   Good Humor Ice Cream, Ice 
Cream Vending Trucks 

Michael Runge 
City Archivist / Collections Manager 
City of Deadwood, SD 
108 Sherman Street 
Deadwood, SD 57732 
(605) 578-2082 
Michael@cityofdeadwood.com 
   Historic Soda Fountain Restoration  

Dede Schaeffer  
415 Spencer Ave  
Lancaster, PA 17603-4392  
   Advertising  

Susan Schecter 
2905 Society Place 
Newtown PA 18940 
tcbx3@aol.com

Cindy Spotts 
238 Friendship Church Road 
Cochranville PA 19330 
caspottsbooks@gmail.com  

                    Please   our newest Ice Screamers 
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By Mary Jane Cary 
 

Buffalo, turkey, and small game flourished in the  
hardwood and pine forested hills and valleys beside 
the Carolinas’ Catawba River, named for the region’s 
first human inhabitants. For 6000 years, the Catawba 
Indians fished, farmed and hunted across their an-
cestral lands, known today as the Piedmont region 
of southern Virginia, North and South Carolina. 
While they waged wars against neighboring tribes, 
especially the Cherokee, their first contact with Euro-
peans was peaceful. In 1540, they met Spanish ex-
plorer Hernando de Soto as he and his troops moved 
westward through the Piedmont looking for gold.   
 
As Scotch-Irish and German settlers moved into the Piedmont during the 18th century, the 
Catawba became skilled traders, establishing villages along their Great Trading Path connect-
ing Colonial Virginia’s Jamestown to South Carolina’s Charlestown. Yet Catawba villagers 
paid a heavy price for their efforts: by 1760, a series of four smallpox epidemics had reduced 
the Catawba Nation population to less than 1,000.  Undaunted, the Catawba Nation perse-
vered as one of only three tribes to fight alongside American Revolutionary War patriots as 
they sought and ultimately won their independence from England.  
 

Near the Revolutionary War’s end, Hessian soldier John Reed settled with his family near fel-
low German immigrants in North Carolina’s Cabarrus County, east of present-day Charlotte. 

Reed planned to raise corn and wheat on his 30 acre farm, 
but a chance event would change his family’s life.   
 

One Sunday in 1799, Reed’s 12-year-old son Conrad went 
fishing in the farm’s Little Meadow Creek. As he waited for 
the fish to bite, he saw a strange yellow rock in the water.  
It was unlike other quartz and slate rocks he’d seen, so he 
picked it up and carried it home. Conrad’s father couldn’t 
identify it, and a silversmith in nearby Conrad could only 
identify the football-sized rock’s weight: 17 pounds.  So for 
the next three years, John Reed used the rock as a doorstop.  
 

But in 1802, a Fayetteville jeweler identified Reed’s rock as 
gold, a find worth ten times Reed’s weekly income.  Reed 
formed the first American gold mine, and unearthed a 28-
pound nugget, the largest find east of the Mississippi River. 
Mining quickly became the state’s second largest employer 
behind farming, while all domestic gold coined by the Unit-
ed States from 1804 to 1828 came from North Carolina. 

Continued on next page 

Rolling hills surround the Catawba River on 
its journey towards Charlotte, North Carolina. 

[Above] Reed’s farm, site of America’s 
first documented gold discovery. 
[Below] 

. 
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Continued 
 

In 1829, as miners employed a variety of new methods for extracting gold from sites across 34 
North Carolina counties and a growing number of South Carolina counties, news reports of  
gold discoveries in Northern Georgia triggered the first 
American Gold Rush.  By year end, Northern  Georgia, 
an area known at the time as the Cherokee Nation, was 
flooded by thousands of prospectors seeking their for-
tunes. Known as the “Twenty-Niners,”, four thousand 
of them purportedly lined the banks of the Yahoola 
Creek alone near Dahlonega.   But North Carolina re-
tained their “Golden State” title, leading the nation in 
gold production until 1848, when a second American 
Gold Rush deemed California the new “Golden State.” 

 

The California 
Gold Rush of 1848 - 1855 in the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains captivated Americans, and prompted one of the 
largest migrations in American history. The first to ar-
rive were dubbed “Forty-Niners,” and included many 
skilled miners from North Carolina and Georgia. By 
1850, this growth in population, towns and businesses 
enabled both westward expansion and California state-
hood just a few years after Mexico ceded the territory.   
 

The next gold rush peaked in 1859 as 100,000 miners de-
claring “Pikes Peak or Bust” approached the Rocky 
Mountains’ difficult terrain and freezing cold. These 
“Fifty-Niners” fueled the growth of Denver and Boulder 
until Colorado became an official territory in 1861.  
 

Meanwhile, an American Century of Industrial Revolu-
tion begun in 1790 was generating newfound wealth 
and leisure pursuits with inventions of new industries 
and transformations of tasks once performed at home.  
For example,  in 1841, Physician Dr Asher Atkinson be-
gan offering refreshing root beers at his New York City 
shop.  Three years later, Washington DC supplier Botel-
er, Donn & Company began selling the first hand-crank 
ice cream freezers patented by Philadelphia’s Nancy 
Johnson in 1843.  Even as the Civil War raged in 1862, 
Lowell, Massachusetts’ Gustavus Dows offered sodas 
mixed with sweet cream and ice from the first  modern 
marble soda fountain he patented in 1861. 

              Continued on next page 

Dahlonega’s 1836 Lumpkin County Court-
house now features Gold History exhibits. 

[Top] July 17, 1841 ad offers first retail 
Root Beer found to date. NYC NY Tribune.  

[Bottom] 1862 illustration offers first Dows 
Soda Fountain. Courtesy Allan Mellis. 
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In May, 1876, President Ulysses S. Grant opened the 
Centennial Exhibition of 1876 in Philadelphia’s Fair-
mount Park. After a bloody Civil War and a failed 
Reconstruction, the public was ready to honor the 
100th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence and showcase their rapidly develop-
ing nation. Visitors were enchanted by the display of 
a dozen massive soda fountains offered by rival 
manufacturers Charles Lippincott and James Tufts of 
Boston, Massachusetts.  While patrons enjoyed local 
soda fountain manufacturer Robert Green’s fountains with their 16 syrup flavors and his 1874 
sensation, the first ice cream soda, local Pharmacist Charles E Hires gained thousands of new 
customers with free glasses of root beer as he sold his packets of root beer powder.  
 

Meanwhile 1,700 miles west, the Black Hills Gold Rush had already deposited 10,000 miners 
in Dakota Territory mining camps near Custer, Hill City, Deadwood, and Lead.  News had 
spread quickly after US Army Lt. Colonel George Armstrong Custer’s exploratory expedition 

for a new fort had confirmed the presence of gold in 
French Creek near Custer in 1874.  While the 
Homestake Mine claim soon turned the town of Lead 
into one of the West’s greatest mining camps, the 
town of Deadwood, located three miles east of Lead, 
gained notoriety for its infamous characters, like for-
mer Union Scout and sharpshooter James Butler 
“Wild Bill” Hickok and frontierswoman and profes-
sional scout Martha “Calamity Jane” Cannary. 
 

On August 1, 1876, President Ulysses S. Grant proclaimed Colorado a state, signifying its ad-
mission as the 38th state in the Union. When their initial statehood celebration took place on 
July 4, 1876, in honor of 100th Anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence, Colorado earned the 
nickname “The Centennial State.”  That summer, na-
tive Kentuckians Bob Womack and his father, expe-
rienced Colorado prospectors and cattle ranchers, 
bought the Welty homestead on Pikes Peak’s west 
side. Bob began prospecting for gold in his spare 
time along the southwest slopes of Pikes Peak. 

Continued on next page 
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Over the next few years, Womack’s father Samuel expanded their Broken Box ranch with 
acres around Mount Pisgah. But by 1886, when the elder Womack could no longer make the 
payments on the mortgaged ranch, Denver realtors and cattlemen Horace Bennett and Julius 
Myers purchased the property. While the elder Womack returned to Colorado Springs, his 
son Bob worked for the new Broken Box ranch owners while continuing to prospect the area. 
 

 In October, 1890, after discovering gold in Poverty 
Gulch, Womack filed his El Paso Lode claim in the 
county seat at Colorado City, and found investors to 
finance the Gold King mine.  Additional discoveries 
in  the area during 1891, some resulting from Wom-
ack’s generous offerings of claims to friends, trig-
gered the greatest gold rush in Colorado history.   
 

As mines around Poverty Gulch produced their first 
$ 200,000 of gold, Bennett & Myers began platting an 
80-acre townsite on Broken Box ranch and selling lots. In 1892, as the population neared 
2,500, the town of Cripple Creek was incorporated, perhaps so named for the cattle whose 
legs were injured when they fell in the creek. A sea of tents and hastily-built log and wood 
frame buildings lined dirt streets, sheltering businesses and fortune-seekers like Frank J Wis-

ner, a Chicago, Illinois realtor.  
 

It is plausible that Wisner, a single 30-year-old  in 
1892, arrived in Cripple Creek and sought employ-
ment as he evaluated local real estate and mining op-
portunities.  But claims that Wisner operated the 
Cripple Creek Brewery are unlikely. Extensive re-
search by the Eastern Coast Breweriana Association 
has found no local Cripple Creek breweries. Unlike 
towns with locally-owned breweries like Central 
City and Leadville, Cripple Creek’s early railroad ac-
cess and close proximity to Golden and Denver ena-
bled larger breweries like Coors and Zang to pur-
chase local pubs which then sold their beer. Clues to 
this German tradition are visible with the Coors win-
dow signs at the Colorado Liquor House at 3rd & 
Myers Avenue and the framed Zang’s brewery sign 
next to Crapper Jack’s backbar.  
 

Wisner could have experimented with root beer and 
ice creams at the Colorado Liquor House, since they 
served lunches, and a confectionery operated nearby. 
                  Continued on next page 
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Cripple Creek’s 1893 Sanborn Fire Insurance maps identified four more confectioneries along 
Bennett Avenue, including one in a tent. That same year, Vernon Peiffer and his bride Carrie 
arrived in Cripple Creek to open the city’s first bottling works, which also began manufactur-
ing ice creams.  So although claims that Wisner owned a soda bottling works are unlikely, 
Wisner could have been one of Peiffer’s first employees.  
 

Yet regardless of his initial employment, Wisner was 
developing an interest in properties on nearby Cow 
Mountain.  Thus it remains plausible that Cripple Creek 
businessman Wisner drew a glass of root beer, and in a 
moment of inspiration, added a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream before serving the refreshing treat to a patron.  
Today, this concoction is known to many as a root beer 
float, but Wisner introduced it as a “Black Cow Moun-
tain,” and patrons were soon asking for a “Black Cow.” 
 

By the end of 1894, 150 active mines were producing more than $ 3 Million of gold. The 
town’s 6,000 residents were now served by one railroad, four newspapers, five churches, over 
half a dozen confectioneries, two bottling works, an Anheuser Busch brewery depot, and 
many more saloons.  Town leaders ordered all of the brothels lining Bennett Avenue to move 
to Meyer Avenue, turning this formerly respectable street into an infamous red-light district.  

 

Yet two April 1896 fires mere weeks apart changed 
Cripple Creek’s future. As the first fire spread quick-
ly through the flimsy wooden buildings, destroying 
a quarter of the town and leaving 3,600 homeless, it 
exhausted their firefighting resources.  During the 
second fire, much of the downtown business district 
was flattened as firefighters tried to prevent the fire’s 
spread by dynamiting buildings. Within weeks after 
the town council voted to prohibit wooden struc-
tures, Bennett Avenue’s handsome new brick and 
stone commercial district was bustling.  
 

  New Mining Company 
Cripple Creek Cow Mountain Gold Mining Company 
Capital stock $ 1,000,000 
To operate in El Paso and other counties 
Directors Frank J Wisner, John W Winner and  

George J Schmitt 

Continued on next page 

Cripple Creek’s Boston Candy Kitchen & Ice 
Cream Parlor at First & Carr, 1895-1900. 
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Wisner’s interest in Cow Mountain had yielded a potentially profitable mining venture, so it 
is plausible that Wisner recruited investors from his Chicago-area real estate network.  Rais-
ing such funds may have been easier with yet another gold rush underway.  
 
As one of the last “great gold rushes,” The Klondike Gold Rush into the Alaskan and Yukon 
Territories lasted a mere 3 years. An estimated 100,000 people made the trek: 98% of them 
never found gold, and of the remaining 2%, many died or went broke.  Yet Alaska remains 
one of the largest gold bearing locations on earth. 
 

By 1898, Frank J Wisner had returned to Chicago, 
although he continued to monitor his Cripple Creek 
Cow Mountain Mining Company’s operations.  
 

But news of Wisner’s “black cow discovery” ap-
peared to be spreading far beyond Cripple Creek! 
Evansville Indiana pharmacy customers were the 

first to or-
der “cream 
floats” in 
1902.  The 
f o l l o w i n g 
A u g u s t , 
“root beer cream floats”  were pleasing crowds at 
the Ayres & Taylor drugstore in Ottumwa, Iowa.   
 

A May 1907 Western Druggist trade journal was first 
to offer a “Root Beer Cream” recipe:  

“Fill a 12-ounce glass to within one inch of the 
top with root beer drawn "solid", then float on 
enough plain cream to fill the glass.  Serve with-
out straws.” 

 
Apparently 
these earli-
est reports 
of  root beer 

creams and cream floats were like miners’ false 
claims, falling short of Wisner’s original discovery.  

 
But on July 5, 1907, the first real “root beer float” ad, 
appeared in the coal mining town of Paonia, Colora-
do, less than 200 miles from Cripple Creek! 

Continued on next page 

June 4,1902 Root Beer, Cream Float Ad. Sher-
idan's Pharmacy Evansville IN Courier Press.                  

August 7 1903 Root Beer Cream Float Ad. 
Ayres & Taylor Ottumwa IA Daily Courier.  

July 5, 1907 1st Root Beer Float Ad Dunbar & 
Williamson's Drugstore. Paonia CO News. 
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Yet as ads and recipes for Wisner’s root beer float began appearing across America like so 
many real gold flakes in a mountain stream, variations on its  name or ingredients persisted, 
sparkling like fool’s gold alongside the real gold.  Fountain trade publications like The Spatula 
Soda Water Guide and Book of Formulas for Soda Water Dis-
pensers of 1915, by drugstores and fountains nationwide 
contributed to the ambiguity. Like false and jumped 
claims, the details of the original prospector and his dis-
covery are often mistakenly or perhaps intentionally lost. 

 

 

A century later, Frank J Wisner’s claim of “Black Cow Mountains” apparently inspired those 
recent historian claims, with the aid of a tall tale or two from great grand nephew Mike Lynn!  
 

All this prospecting makes miners thirsty, but be careful when you step up to the bar: today’s 
root beer floats and “cows” can be quite different across American regions. For example,  

• A FLOAT is [“strictly”] made with vanilla ice cream, but a ROOT BEER FLOAT 
may not be strictly root beer and ice cream;   

• A BLACK COW in Illinois and northern Wisconsin is more like a “root beer float 
milkshake,” while other regions may even substitute cola for root beer;   

• CHOCOLATE or BROWN COWS are typically root beer with chocolate ice 
cream, but root beer with vanilla ice cream and chocolate syrup may be used; and  

• PURPLE COWS?  Expect grape soda and vanilla ice cream! 

Selected Bibliography  

 

Yates, Donald and Elizabeth, editors, Ginger Beer & Root Beer Heritage: 1790 to 1930. Donald Yates Pub-
lishers, 8300 River Corners Rd., Homerville OH 44235. 2003. 

Root Beer Float recipe. 1915 The Spatula 
Soda Water Guide.  

Root Beer Float and “Black Cow” recipes 
in 1923 Fannie Fox Cookbook. 
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Sipping Through a Straw! 
 

Invented in 1888 by Marvin Stone, the artificial 
drinking straw quickly became popular, as we 
discovered in this August 2015 Ice Screamer 
article. Many manufacturers have produced an 
incredible variety of straws over the decades.  
 
Thanks to straw jar collector Jerry Hack, enjoy 

featuring a small sample of the many straw 
products produced during the past 136 years. 

 Ephemera Society Shows near you at 
https://www.ephemerasociety.org/events-calendar/  

 

Like the 
 Greater Dallas Postcard, Photo, and Paper Show  

October 11-12, 2024  McKinney TX 
 

Also in McKinney

 
 
 

Then Visit  
Henry’s Homemade Ice Cream 

 in nearby Plano TX 
 
 

See www.icescreamers.com/Links.html  
 

 

Try a Buffalo Milkshake and more 
with recipes from this   

1915 Dispenser’s Formulary or  
Soda Water Guide 

Visit www.icecreamassociation.org 

North American Ice Cream Association  

November 12 - 15, 2024 

 

 
We employed over 120 students and teach-
ers every season, and won many accolades 
for our homemade ice cream. We were a 
family business with everyone helping out, 
including most recently some of our 11 
grandchildren." 
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https://www.icescreamers.com/Collectibles/Straws_and_Straw_Jars/Sipping_Through_The_Rye_The_History_Of_Straws_IS201508_Reprint.pdf
https://www.icescreamers.com/Collectibles/Straws_and_Straw_Jars/Sipping_Through_The_Rye_The_History_Of_Straws_IS201508_Reprint.pdf
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https://www.icescreamers.com/Soda_Fountains_and_Parlors/MA_Dennisport_Summertime_Drive_to_a_Classic_Sundae_School_IS202305_Reprint.pdf
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Goldberg’s Soda Fountain Restored to Legendary Service 
By Michael Runge, City Archivist and Collections Manager for the City of Deadwood, South Dakota  

 

What do western gunfighters and soda fountains 
have in common? Visitors to Deadwood, South Da-
kota in the heart of the Black Hills can stroll the same 
streets traversed by western legends like James But-
ler “Wild Bill” Hickok. And now, at the Main Street 
Espresso / Big Dipper, located at 652 Main Street, 
visitors can enjoy ice creams and fizzy drinks at 
Deadwood’s legendary backbar, with its mid-1920s 
Mechanicold Soda Fountain, manufactured by the 
Liquid Carbonic Corporation of Chicago, Illinois.   
 

The Main Street Espresso / Big Dipper building was 
originally constructed in 1892 for Sol Rosenthal, a 
Jewish American clothing merchant. Over the next 
132 years, “Rosenthal’s Place” housed various busi-
nesses including a clothing store, confectionary, jew-
elry shop, fraternal lodge for the Deadwood Elks, a 
grocery store and bar.1 In 2015, Diana Flores pur-
chased and restored this building and opened a cof-
fee and ice cream shop on the main level. Four years 
later, Flores entered into a loan agreement with the 
Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission to 
publicly display and operate a historic soda fountain 
once located at 670 Main Street. 
 

Research Reveals Origins of Deadwood’s Goldberg Grocery Soda Fountain 
 

 

Brown’s Drug along with its soda fountain and lunch counter operated at this vicinity for the 
next 26 years. In 1947, Brown’s Drug was bought out by Beckers Drug, and four years later, in 
June of 1951, Alvin Schmiedt of Al’s Pharmacy purchased Beckers Drug at 670 Main Street.4   

Continued on next page 
 

Footnotes 
1 Wolfe, Mark, Boots on Bricks: A Walking Tour of Historic Downtown Deadwood, 1996. 
2 Weekly Pioneer-Times, Thursday, January 29, 1925. Page 4. 
3 Daily Deadwood Pioneer-Times, Sunday, April 5, 1925. Page 8.  
4 Deadwood Pioneer-Times, Tuesday June 5, 1951. Page 3. 

[Below] View the 2023 Black Hills’ annual fall 
Buffalo Roundup in nearby Custer State Park.  
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https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/
https://www.deadwood.com/history/
https://www.sdstate.edu/national-history-day-south-dakota/murder-wild-bill-hickok
https://www.sdstate.edu/national-history-day-south-dakota/murder-wild-bill-hickok
https://www.cityofdeadwood.com/hpc
https://www.deadwood.com/
https://www.deadwood.com/
https://www.deadwood.com/
https://www.youtube.com/live/CeS95dj4spE?si=BwAG6KIuCrzgSa3T
https://www.youtube.com/live/CeS95dj4spE?si=BwAG6KIuCrzgSa3T
https://www.facebook.com/CusterStatePark/
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Goldberg’s Soda Fountain Restored to Legendary Service 
Continued 

 

Based on conversations with Larry Shama, the former owner of Goldberg’s Grocery and Soda 
Fountain, Al’s Pharmacy remained in business until 1976, when Shama purchased the build-
ing and its contents. As Shama opened the common wall between the two buildings, he 
moved the soda fountain, lunch counter, back bar and glass mirrors to the opposite side of 
the Al’s pharmacy space at 670 Main Street.5 After repairing the fountain and cooler, Shama 
operated the soda fountain and ice cream cooler from the 1970s to the early 1990s. 
 

With the advent of gaming in Deadwood, Shama approached the City of Deadwood to pur-
chase the historic soda fountain. During the appraisal process, Goldberg’s soda fountain and 
ice cream cooler was identified as a Liquid Mechanicold Soda Fountain, dated to the mid-
1920s, and manufactured by the Liquid Carbonic Corporation.  But the ornate Italian marble 
backbar, beveled mirrors, lunch counter and onyx trim was deemed to be older than its foun-
tain counterparts. A February 20, 1891 Deadwood Pioneer-Times newspaper article described a 
similar backbar, once located in Deadwood’s Palace Pharmacy :    

“The soda fountain which will occupy a prominent position in Paddock & Franklin’s palace 
pharmacy is one of the finest and most expensive, produced by the noted patentee and manufac-
turer, Jas. W. Tufts of Boston. Italian marble and European onyx are its principal components, 
with panels of French plate glass mirrors.”6 

There is a good chance that the backbar described in this article is the one in use with the 
Goldberg soda fountain. After coming to an agreement, the Deadwood Historic Preservation 
Commission placed the soda fountain, backbar, lunch counter, beveled mirrors, and its asso-
ciated accoutrements in storage. 
 

In 2015, the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission hired American Soda Fountain 
Company of Chicago, Illinois to restore the soda fountain, ice cream cooler, and lunch coun-
ter chairs.  With the restoration underway, the Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission 
entered into a loan agreement with Main Street Espresso / Big Dipper owner Diana Flores to 
display and operate the fully restored Goldberg soda fountain and lunch counter. Today, pa-
trons of the Main Street Es-
presso / Big Dipper delight 
in tasty treats served from 
Deadwood’s historic foun-
tain. Meanwhile, upcoming 
revelations about this foun-
tain’s past will delight doz-
ens of Deadwood’s legend-
ary westerners!   
 

Footnotes 

 

[Above left] Restored soda fountain with 
marble backbar and beveled mirrors. 
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http://americansodafountain.com/index.html
http://americansodafountain.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/DeadwoodEspresso/
https://www.facebook.com/DeadwoodEspresso/
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Our Rootin’ Tootin’ Root Beer Floatin’ Convention 
By Michelle Drackett-Smisek, Danielle Hosbach, Tatum Laird and Heather Tomasello 

 

July 18 - 20th 
Wyndham 
York PA 

 
 

 
 

What memories 
we made  

with friends  
new and old! 

 
 
 

    Continued on next page 

Convention planning team Heather Tomasello, Tatum 
Laird, Danielle Hosbach and Michelle Drackett-Smisek. 

Click here to view the Berleys’ Hires Root 
Beer Presentation from our tasting event 

[Above] Ta-
tum Laird 
with grand-
parents Car-
la and Frank 
Jackson 
 

[Left] Eric 
and Ryan 
Berley relax 
before the 
root beer 
tasting 

[Above] Janet Cumberworth 
and Judy Snyder grin as Tom 
Collins clowns around. 
 

[Left] Larry Fussell listens as 
Jim Phillips shares a message 
with Allen Mellis. 
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https://www.icescreamers.com/Events/20240718_IS_Convention_Root_Beer_Tasting.mp4
https://www.icescreamers.com/Events/20240718_IS_Convention_Root_Beer_Tasting.mp4
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Our Rootin’ Tootin’ Root Beer Floatin’ Convention 
Continued 

 

Plans for  
Next Years’ Convention 

Coming Soon!  

[Above[ Michelle Drackett-
Smisek and 1st time Con-
vention attendee Brandi 
Roberts ham it up at The 
Ice Screamers Photo wall. 
 
[Right] Sherry Abell is full 
of smiles as she shares her 
best sales offers. 
 
[Below Right] Heather To-
masello’s root beer display. 

CRAFTS CORNER [Above] Is Barbara Sol-
lers [3rd from right] teaching a crafts class? 

CHERRY ON TOP CHALLENGE [Above] Did Du-
vall Sollers win his cornhole solitaire challenge? 

[Left] Dick Stalker 
exhibits some of his 
pewter moulds.. 
 
 
 
[Below]  There’s 
plenty of scoops to 
buy/sell/trade and 
discuss at Jerry 
Maphis’ booth.  
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Ice Screamers Buy - Sell - Trade   
Members may place one FREE 100-word-limit ad per issue.  Send typed ads via email or US mail to Mary Jane 
one month prior to newsletter issue date.  Ads will appear in two consecutive issues, and may be renewed. 
Advertisers graciously agree to reply promptly to questions and offers. 
   

All transactions are between the Buyer and the Seller.   
The Ice Screamer assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information in these ads.  

 

Convention Pins  All pins are full color metal, 1” tall, with pinback.   
 2024 Root Beer Float Centennial                  $ 10.00 ea. 
             Prior year pins  various designs                     $   8.00 ea. 
  
   

Reprints  The Ice Screamer  Newsletter 1982 - current                  $   5.00 ea. 
                 Issues available in print or digital [pdf] editions 

 

Click here to view all convention pins and memorabilia for sale 

For Sale:  Ice Screamers Memorabilia  
Available while supplies last.  Costs shown include postage  

Contact Heather Tomasello at sodajerk50@comcast.net for  
multi-item order shipping discount or other questions  

Mail your order with a check payable to The Ice Screamers, to 
The Ice Screamers     P.0. Box 465     Warrington, PA. 18976 

Need fountain service?  
 

Visit  
www.americansodafountain.com 

 
We service Fountains, Pumps, Dispensers, 

& Mixers 
 

Call Phil and Terry Schy      
(312)733-5000     

mail@americansodafountain.com 
 
 

AMERICAN SODA FOUNTAIN, INC.      Chicago, IL 
Fountain Service since 1917 

 For parts, repairs, manuals, renovations, restorations & more 

Buying and selling ice cream 
scoops.  Just let me know 
what you have for sale or what 
you are looking 

Downsizing Sale! Items include a Gilchrist #22 milkshake mixer, Arnold #20 
malted milk dispenser, Frank H. Rieder - Seatmore table and 4 chairs, 
Gilchrist scoops #31 - various bowl sizes, I Fischman & Sons marble ice 
cream bar w 7 stools, and more.  Pictures available. Email Gary Dologite at 
gldologite@aol.com. 

Sign of  
The Times 

 
In The Ice 
Screamers 

poetic tradition 
 

“Signs with 
rhymes draw 
customers...” 

 
The Soda 
Fountain,  

Serving with a Smile 
 

Zang’s, the first brew-
ery built in Colorado, 
began making ice 
cream in their Denver 
plant during Prohibi-
tion in 1922, continu-
ing through the 1920s. 
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https://www.icescreamers.com/Across_the_Fountain_Counter/Ads/Ad_ForSale_The_Ice_Screamers_Memorabilia.pdf
http://www.americansodafountain.com
mailto:mail@americansodafountain.com
mailto:jmaphis@gmail.com
mailto:gldologite@aol.com
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THE ICE SCREAMER is a quarterly publication of the Ice Screamers [Feb, May, Aug, Nov issues].  Subscriptions 
are $20 per year in the US, and $30 per year worldwide, payable in US funds.  Please address inquiries to The Ice 
Screamers, PO Box 465, Warrington, PA  18976, email us at smoothsail@aol.com or call us at 215.530.7375.   

www.icescreamers.com  

Contact (and Thank) our Ice Screamers Board Members 

Subscriptions Judy Snyder
smoothsail@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor & Archives Librarian 
Webmaster & Online Content Manager 

Mary Jane Cary      
sodajerk@icescreamers.com  

Convention Coordinators 

Michelle Drackett-Smisek 
Danielle Hosbach 
Tatum Laird 
Heather Tomasello 

mdrackett@gmail.com 
Leightyson3@gmail.com  
tlaird3@lsu.edu 
sodajerk50@comcast.net 

Directors  
                 

Janet Colman 
Glenn Gentry 
Lenore G Peloso 
Angela Sarro 
Bob Sebelist 

hposterx@yahoo.com 
glentry4@icloud.com 
lgpwyo@gmail.com 
ren14th@msn.com 
bobsebe@msn.com 

 

A troubled youth [Elvis Presley] sets New Orleans to rockin’ as two mobsters 
[Walter Matthau and Vic Morrow] lure him to a life of crime! Ice Screamer 
Movie Mogul Janet Colman Hutkin and Mogul Emeritus Tom Collins rate this 
movie 2 scoops for its soda fountain scene, where Presley ’s performance 
among the draft arms, mixers, syrup pumps and straw holders is rewarded 
with a root beer!  Click on the title above to enjoy this 115-min B&W musical. 

FREE 2-issue extension of your Ice Screamers membership when you 
Refer a friend who becomes a new Ice Screamer OR Submit a Gift Ice Screamers membership!  Just 
include your name as a referral on our membership form.  Questions? Email Judy Snyder [see below].

During the past 20 years, brothers Ryan and Eric Berley have revolution-
ized Philadelphia’s ice cream and candy scene in a historic way, while shar-
ing their unique talents with us at our convention ice cream tastings.  Listen 
in to Philadelphia Chef Radio Host Eli Krup’s June 10, 
2021 podcast as the Berleys share the challenges and 
payoffs of crafting their three businesses, from the 
Victorian costumes and honeycomb made on the roof 
to A2 cows and dairy industry innovations. Then head 
to Philadelphia on Saturday, September 28, 2024 for 
the Franklin Fountain’s 20th Anniversary Party! [

 
Share your memories with our Ice Screamers Archive 

Contact Mary Jane to share or donate items to our Ice Screamers Archive  
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mailto:smoothsail@aol.com?subject=Icescreamers%20request
http://www.icescreamers.com
mailto:smoothsail@aol.com?subject=Icescreamers%20request
mailto:sodajerk@icescreamers.com?subject=Request%20for%20Ice%20Screamer%20Newsletter%20Editor
mailto:mdrackett@gmail.com
mailto:Leightyson3@gmail.com
mailto:tlaird3@lsu.edu
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mailto:hposterx@yahoo.com
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mailto:lgpwyo@aol.com?subject=Icescreamers%20request
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mailto:bobsebe@msn.com?subject=Icescreamers%20request
https://www.flickr.com/photos/icescreamers
https://www.facebook.com/HeyIceScreamers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtWtIZdnAQc
https://archive.org/details/king-creole
https://www.chefradiopodcast.com/episodes/episode-06-staycationing-9hhjc-2yad7
https://www.chefradiopodcast.com/episodes/episode-06-staycationing-9hhjc-2yad7
https://www.facebook.com/thefranklinfountain
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