
 

Planning and Zoning Commission Regular 
Meeting Agenda 

 

Wednesday, October 01, 2025 at 4:00 PM 
 

City Hall, 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD 57732 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. Approve the minutes of the September 3, 2025, Planning and Zoning Commission 
Meeting. 

4. Sign Review Commission 

a. Application for Sign Permit - 732 Main Street - Kristine Villafuerte. Applicant is 
requesting permission to amend existing permit to install a new freestanding sign. 
Proposed sign and location are compliant with sign ordinance.   

Actions: 

1.  Approve/deny amendment to existing Sign Permit 

5. Planning and Zoning Commission 

a. Request for Variance to front yard setback requirements for 118 Mystery Wagon 
Road, legally described as Lot 2A, Block 3A of Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage 
Run Addition to the City of Deadwood formerly Lot 2, Block 3A located in the SW 1/4 
of Section 14, the SE 1/4 of Section 15, the NE 1/4 NE 1/4 of Section 22 and the N 
1/2 NE 1/4 of Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, 
South Dakota. 

Actions: 

1. Public Hearing 

2. Approve/Deny Request for Variance 

6. Items from Citizens not on Agenda 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 

7. Items from Staff 

8. Adjournment 
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Planning and Zoning Commission Regular 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Wednesday, September 03, 2025 at 4:00 PM 
 

City Hall, 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD 57732 
  

1. Call to Order 

The Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting was called to order by Chairman Martinisko 
on Wednesday, September 3, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the Deadwood City Hall Meeting Room, 
located at 102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, SD 57732. 

2. Roll Call 

 
PRESENT 
Commissioner (Chair) John Martinisko 
Commissioner (Secretary) Dave Bruce 
Commissioner Ken Owens 
Commissioner Jim Williams 
 
City Commissioner Blake Joseph 
Historic Preservation Commissioner Beverly Posey 

ABSENT 
Commissioner (Vice-Chair) Josh Keehn 

 
STAFF PRESENT 
Kevin Kuchenbecker – Planning, Zoning and Historic Preservation Officer 
Trent Mohr – Building Official 
Leah Blue-Jones – Zoning Coordinator 
 
Quentin Riggins – City Attorney 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. Approve the minutes of the August 20, 2025, Planning and Zoning Commission 
Meeting. 

It was moved by Commissioner Bruce and seconded by Commissioner 
Owens to approve the minutes from the August 20, 2025, Planning and 
Zoning Commission Meeting. Voting yea: Martinisko, Bruce, Owens, 
Williams. 

4. Sign Review Commission 

5. Planning and Zoning Commission 

a. Petition for Deannexation of Territory for land legally described as Buena Vista Tract, 
being a portion of M.S. 343, M.S. 681, M.S. 685, M.S. 788, M.S. 840, M.S. 920, M.S. 
1208, and Lot R7 of M.S. 840, located in Sections 23 and 24, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., 

2

Section 3 Item a.



 
 

containing portions within and outside the City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, 
South Dakota. 

Mr. Kuchenbecker introduced the Petition for Deannexation of Territory and further 
introduced Kellen Willert of Bennett Main Gubbrud & Willert, P.C.. Mr. Willert is 
providing legal representation of Boot Hill Estates LLC. 

Mr. Willert addressed the Commission and explained his client is seeking 
deannexation from the city limits and is requesting a recommendation by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission to the City Commission to grant the deannexation. The 
property is currently zoned as forestry land and does not contain infrastructure or 
residences. Deannexation would not cause the boundaries of the city to become 
extremely irregular. The only negative impact to the city would be loss of revenue 
through taxes. The deannexation should be granted in the name of justice and equity. 

Commissioner Williams inquired as to the status of the property as it pertains to 
development. Mr. Willert responded his client has attempted to develop the property 
in the past, but development has been discouraged by the city, which is contrary to 
the City of Deadwood Comprehensive Plan. In addition, the cost of development has 
increased since COVID. 

Commissioner Williams asked Mr. Willert to clarify his statement by asking if the 
property would remain undeveloped if it was deannexed. Mr. Willert responded that 
while he could not commit to the property never being developed in the future, any 
future development is not a consideration in the proposed deannexation since it is 
zoned forestry. 

Commissioner Bruce inquired as to the motivation of the property owner to request 
a deannexation. Mr. Willert responded that the motivations are partly financial and 
to allow the property owner more freedom to do what he wants with the land outside 
of the rules of the municipality. 

Commissioner Owens asked why a deannexation is necessary if there are no plans 
for development and nothing has recently changed with the property. Mr. Willert 
stated his client could answer such questions at the City Commission meeting. 

Commissioner Williams stated that the property owner entered a contract with the 
City in July 2024 in which he agreed to maintain the property and protect the 
viewshed. Commissioner Williams expressed concern that the motivation for 
deannexation is to get around those requirements, which may have an end result 
that is not in the best interest of the community. For example, if the property was 
developed after deannexation, the tax base would change which could result in 
significant financial loss to the city. Mr. Willert responded that the city could seek to 
reannex the land in the future if it was later felt it would be beneficial. In the past, 
development on the property stopped because of regulations required by the city 
which resulted in increased cost to the property owner. 

Commissioner Martinisko voiced concern that deannexation could degrade the 
National Landmark status of the city. This property is part of the original boundaries 
of the city and deannexing could have a negative impact on that status. Mr. 
Kuchenbecker added that a consultation with the National Park Service would be 
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needed to determine if changing the boundaries of the Historic Landmark District 
would adversely affect the Historic Landmark District status for the entire city. 
However, the property would remain under the purview of the National Park Service 
and State Historical Society due to its National Landmark status regardless of whether 
it is within city limits or not and would continue to be subject to regulation by those 
departments. 

Mr. Kuchenbecker further stated there is a need for housing within the city, as laid 
out in the Comprehensive Plan. A development plan was submitted by the property 
owner with extensive housing. It is important to note the city does not have a 3-mile 
zoning jurisdiction, which would prevent the city from having oversight of the 
viewshed of this property if it were to be deannexed. Commissioner Martinisko 
expressed concern that, if deannexed, the city would not have a say on any future 
development. 

Commissioner Williams stated that until questions pertaining to the National 
Landmark status of the property and future zoning changes and their effects are 
researched further, deannexing the property would not be advisable. 

It was moved by Commissioner Bruce and seconded by Commissioner 
Owens to recommend to the City Commission to not permit the 
deannexation of the subject property, and to deny the Petition for 
Deannexation of Territory. Voting yea: Martinisko, Bruce, Owens, Williams. 

b. Consideration of use for an IV Hydration Therapy business located at 604 Main Street 
legally described as Lots 26 and 26A being a portion of Block 15, O.T., City of 
Deadwood, located in the SW 1/4 of Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M. Lawrence County, 
South Dakota. 

Actions: 

1. Provide opinion of appropriate land use designation 

2. Provide opinion of necessitation to amend ordinance 

Mr. Kuchenbecker introduced Consideration of Use for an IV Hydration Therapy 
business and explained the business owner has requested a business license which 
has not been issued. Staff have been researching how the requested business can fit 
into the zoning requirements of the city since such a business is not permissible as a 
use within the C1 - Commercial zoning district. Research on the topic has included 
verifying how other municipalities have classified such a business. Spearfish and 
Sioux Falls consider such a business to be personal services while Rapid City considers 
them to be medical clinics. Staff recommend the Commission consider creating a new 
usage category within the current zoning ordinance if an existing category cannot be 
used. It is important to note that medical clinics are only allowed within the CH - 
Commercial Highway zoning districts. Further discussion about business categories 
occurred. 

Ms. Daphne Loup introduced herself to the Commission and described her 
qualifications to operate such a business. Ms. Loup is requesting her business be 
allowed as a use by right within the C1 - Commercial zoning district. Her intention is 
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to include additional services to the IV hydration, such as red light, heat and hydro 
therapies.  

Commissioner Martinisko asked if IV therapy requires a prescription from a physician. 
Ms. Loup responded that oversight by a Medical Director is required, and she has a 
Medical Director.  

Commissioner Bruce stated the services seemed more personal than medical. 
Commissioner Martinisko commented that an ordinance amendment may be 
necessary to allow the business to operate. Discussion about the pros and cons of 
creating a new category and whether to create one as a use by right versus a 
conditional use occurred. 

Lee Harstad introduced himself to the Commission and suggested the business could 
fit the category of "Restaurant, Bar and Lounge" as listed in Ordinance 17.32.020 
(AM) by claiming the business is a wellness lounge. This would allow the business to 
continue to operate and prevent it from missing out on income during the upcoming 
fall events. Commissioner Martinisko expressed dismay at the idea of a Lounge 
classification. 

Commissioner Martinisko requested clarification as to whether the business was 
currently in operation. Ms. Loup confirmed she has been operating her business. Mr. 
Kuchenbecker advised the Commission a letter was sent to Ms. Loup instructing her 
to cease operations since the business was not allowed in the location she began 
operating in. 

State Representative Scott Odenbach introduced himself to the Commission and 
suggested the business be able to operate as a lounge temporarily until the ordinance 
can be amended to allow her business to operate at the location she desires. Quentin 
Riggins, City Attorney, warned that if the ordinance amendment does not pass, the 
business would be permanently classified as a lounge which could cause a problem 
in the future. 

Ms. Loup complained about businesses in the city whom she believes are operating 
within the incorrect zoning classification. Discussion about legal non-conformity 
occurred, including the fact that if allowed to operate temporarily until the ordinance 
was amended, Ms. Loup's business would fall into the legal non-conforming category. 

Ms. Loup stated she did not want to obtain a Conditional Use Permit and requested 
the ordinance be amended to allow her business to operate as a use by right so the 
value of her business would not be affected should she choose to sell it in the future.  

It was moved by Commissioner Bruce and seconded by Commissioner 
Owens to allow the business to temporarily operate under the category of 
a Lounge to allow the city time to amend the ordinance to include a 
category for wellness and/or spas as a use by right within the C1 - 
Commercial Zoning District. Voting yea: Martinisko, Bruce, Owens, 
Williams. 

6. Items from Citizens not on Agenda 
(Items considered but no action will be taken at this time.) 
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Beverly Posey, Historic Preservation Commissioner, reminded the Commission that the 
Community Picnic would be held Sunday, September 7 at Gordon Park. In addition, the 
Farmer's Market will be open on Friday, September 5. 

7. Items from Staff 

Mr. Kuchenbecker briefly discussed ongoing budget meetings, the Stage Run development 
and the water redundancy line project. 

8. Adjournment 

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner 
Bruce to adjourn the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting. Voting yea: 
Martinisko, Bruce, Owens, Williams. 

 

There being no further business, the Planning and Zoning Commission adjourned at 5:04 
p.m. 

ATTEST:  

 

___________________________________     __________________________________ 
Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission       Secretary, Planning & Zoning Commission   

Minutes by Leah Blue-Jones, Zoning Coordinator 
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OFFICE OF

Planning & Zoning
108 Sherman Street 

Telephone (605) 578-2082
Fax (605) 578-5084

TRENT MOHR 
Building Official 

Dept. of Planning & Zoning 

Telephone: (605) 578-2082 

Fax: (605) 578-2084  
         "The Historic City of the Black Hills"

 Deadwood, South Dakota 57732 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Date: October 1, 2025 

To: Sign Commission 

Re: Permission to amend existing sign permit. 

On February 16, 2022, the Sign Commission approved a permit application for a 
freestanding sign at 732 Main Street. The original Staff report is included in the 
packet. The sign was never installed. The applicant is requesting permission to 

amend the permit and proceed with installation of a revised sign.  

 The current proposed sign varies from the approved sign in the following areas: 

- It is rectangular vs. round

- The size is slightly smaller 9.3 SF vs. 9.6 SF

- The Material is vinyl wrapped metal composite vs. high density urethane

- The overall height is 10.3 feet vs. 12 feet

- The location will be different from what was originally proposed (see

attached)

With the above changes the current proposed sign still complies with the sign 

ordinance and requires no variances. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Trent Mohr 

Building Official 
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OFFICE OF 

PLANNING, ZONING AND 

HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 

108 Sherman Street 

Telephone (605) 578-2082 

Fax (605) 578-2084 

 

 

Kevin Kuchenbecker 
Planning, Zoning and  

Historic Preservation Officer 
Telephone (605) 578-2082 

kevin@cityofdeadwood.com 

 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

REQUEST FOR VARIANCE 

Staff Report 

Date:  September 12, 2025 

To:  Planning and Zoning Commission 

From: Kevin Kuchenbecker 
Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Officer 

RE:  Request for Variance 

 

 
APPLICANT(S):    Travis Lindner 

PURPOSE:     Request for Variance 

ADDRESS:  118 Mystery Wagon Road  

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 2A, Block 3A of Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage 

Run addition to the City of Deadwood formerly Lot 2, Block 3A and a portion of 

Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage Run addition located in the SW ¼ of Section 

14, the SE ¼ of Section 15, the NE ¼ NE ¼ of Section 22 and the N ½ NE ¼ of 

Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South 

Dakota. 

FILE STATUS:    All legal obligations have been completed. 

ZONE:    R2 – Multi-Family Residential  

STAFF FINDINGS:    

 Surrounding Zoning:    Surrounding Land Uses: 

 North: PU – Public Use Open Space 

 South: R2 – Multi-Family Residential Residences 

 East: PU – Public Use Open Space 

 West: R2 – Multi-Family Residential Residences 
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Request for Variance 
118 Mystery Wagon Road 

October 1, 2025  

Page 2 of 5 
 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST 

The applicant has applied for a variance to Ordinance Chapter 17.24.040 (B) – 
Area and Bulk Requirements. (Minimum front yard for accessory buildings and 

uses: twenty feet). 
 
 

FACTUAL INFORMATION 

 

1. The property is currently zoned R2 – Multi-Family Residential. 
 

2. The property is not located within a flood zone.    
 

3. The area is characterized by multi and single-family homes. 
 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

 
The applicants have submitted a Request for a Variance to Ordinance 17.24.040 
(B) – Area and Bulk Requirements. (Minimum front yard for accessory buildings 
and uses: twenty (20) feet).  According to their application, a shed is to be placed 

on the property nine and one-half (9.5) feet from the front yard property line. A 
variance from the required twenty (20) feet minimum front yard for accessory 

buildings and uses is being requested due to the narrowness of the property.  
 

COMPLIANCE: 

 

1. The Zoning Office provided notice identifying the applicant, describing the 
project and its location, and giving the scheduled date of the public hearing 
in accordance with Section 11-4-4. 

 

2. A sign was posted on the property for which the requests were filed. 
 

3. Notice of the time and place was published in the designated newspaper of 
the City of Deadwood. 

 

GENERAL USE STANDARDS FOR VARIANCE REQUESTS: 

 

In reviewing any application under the authority of this chapter and as a further 
guide to its decision upon the facts of the case, the Commission(s) shall consider, 

among other things, the following facts: 

1. A variance may be appropriate where, by reason of exceptional 
narrowness, shallowness, or shape or by reason of other exceptional 

topographic conditions or other extraordinary conditions on a piece of 
property, the strict application of any regulation enacted under this title 
would result in peculiar, exceptional, and undue hardship on the owner of 
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Request for Variance 
118 Mystery Wagon Road 

October 1, 2025  

Page 3 of 5 
 

such property. The aforesaid circumstances or conditions shall be set forth 
in the findings of the board. 

The flat portion of the lot at 118 Mystery Wagon Road measures 
approximately twenty-five (25) feet wide at its widest point. The dwelling 
unit located on the property required a variance to front yard setback 
requirements to be built. The shed will be placed in line with the house, 
approximately nine and one-half feet from the front property line.  

2. Variances shall not be granted to allow a use otherwise excluded from the 
particular district in which requested. 

The subject property is in zoning district R2 – Multi-Family Residential, and 
accessory buildings, such as sheds, are allowed within this zone.  

3. Any variance granted under the provisions of this section shall be the 
minimum adjustment necessary for the reasonable use of the land. 

The proposed shed will measure 10 feet wide x 20 feet deep.  This will 
provide additional storage space for UTV/ATV, lawn equipment, etc. The 
property owner intends to paint the shed the same color as the house.  

4. The granting of any variance is in harmony with the general purposes and 
intent of this title and will not be injurious to the neighborhood, and/or 

detrimental to the public welfare, or in conflict with the established policies 
of the city. 

The granting of this variance is not anticipated to be injurious and/or 
detrimental to the public welfare. It is required that the property owner 
schedule a staking inspection prior to shed installation to ensure the shed 
is not intruding on any existing easements located on the property.   

5. There must be proof of practical difficulty, which may be based upon 

sufficiently documented economic factors, but such proof shall not be 
based solely upon or limited to such economic factors. Furthermore, the 
hardship complained of cannot be self-created, nor can it be established 

on this basis by one who purchases with or without knowledge of the 
restrictions; it must result from the application of this title; it must be 

suffered directly by the property in question; and evidence of variance 
granted under similar circumstances shall not be considered. 

The applicant has stated the storage shed is needed for additional storage 
space on the property to keep the proper neat and tidy.  
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Request for Variance 
118 Mystery Wagon Road 

October 1, 2025  

Page 4 of 5 
 

6. That the proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and 
air to adjacent properties, substantially increase the congestion in the 

public streets, increase the danger of fire, endanger the public safety, or 
substantially diminish or impair property values within the adjacent 
neighborhood. 

The proposed variance will not impair light and air to adjacent properties, 
nor will it increase the congestion in the public streets.   

7. A fee, as adopted by resolutions, due and payable prior to the public 
hearing, shall be paid to the zoning administrator as agent for the board 

to cover the costs of notices and other expenses incidental to the hearing. 

The applicant paid an application fee at the time the Request for Variance 
was submitted to the Zoning Administrator. 

8. The applicant has proven that he or she is the owner of the property or is 
his or her officially designated agent and has presented proof thereof. 

Per the Lawrence County online database, the applicant is the owner of the 
subject property.  

CONDITIONS GOVERNING APPLICATIONS AND PROVISIONS: 

 

1. A variance shall be null and void two (2) years from the date it is granted 

unless completion or substantial construction has taken place. The board 
of adjustment may extend the variance for an additional period not to 

exceed one year upon the receipt of a written request from the applicant 
demonstrating good cause for the delay. 

2. If upon review by the zoning administrator, a violation of any condition, 

imposed in approval of a variance is found, the administrator shall inform 
the applicant by registered mail of the violation and shall require 
compliance within sixty (60) days, or the administrator will take action to 

revoke the permit. The administrator’s letter, constituting notice of intent 
to revoke variance may be appealed to the board of adjustment within 

thirty (30) days of its mailing. The board of adjustment shall consider the 
appeal and may affirm, reverse, or modify the administrators notice of 
intent to revoke. The applicant must comply with the board of 

adjustment’s order on appeal of notice of intent to revoke variance within 
thirty (30) days of the board’s decision. 

 

If approved, staff recommendations for stipulation(s): 

1. Staking inspection to occur prior to installation of the shed to ensure it does 

not intrude on any existing easements located on the property. 
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Request for Variance 
118 Mystery Wagon Road 

October 1, 2025  

Page 5 of 5 
 

 

ACTION REQUIRED: 

 
1. Approval/Denial by Deadwood Planning and Zoning Commission 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BEFORE THE DEADWOOD PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION  

 
City of Deadwood 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Deadwood, South Dakota 57732 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the following person(s) has applied to the City of 

Deadwood Planning and Zoning Office for a Variance to Ordinance Chapter 17.28.040 (B) – Front 
Yard Requirements. (Minimum front yard setback requirements, accessory buildings and uses: 
twenty (20) feet)  

APPLICANTS:   Travis Lindner 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 2A, Block 3A of Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage Run Addition 
to the City of Deadwood formerly Lot 2, Block 3A and a portion of 
Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage Run Addition located in the SW 
¼ of Section 14, the SE ¼ of Section 15, the NE ¼ NE ¼ of Section 
22 and the N ½ NE ¼ of Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., City of 
Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota. 

 

ADDRESS: 118 Mystery Wagon Road 

ZONE:    R2 – Multi-Family Residential 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that said application will be heard by the Planning & 
Zoning Commission within and for the City of Deadwood, State of South Dakota, at a regular 
meeting to be held Wednesday, October 1, 2025, in the Commission Room at 102 Sherman 
Street, Deadwood, South Dakota, will at 4:00 p.m. or soon thereafter as the matter at which 
time and place any such person interested may appear and show cause if there be any, why 
such special exception should not be granted. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that the proposed request for a Variance is on file and 
available for public examination at the Deadwood Planning, Zoning Office located at 108 
Sherman Street, Deadwood, South Dakota. 

ANY interested person or his/her agent is invited to submit oral or written comments or 
suggestions regarding the request to the Commissions or their agent prior to or at the public 
hearing. 

Dated this 12th day of September 2025. 

City of Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota 

 

 

Kevin Kuchenbecker 
Planning, Zoning and Historic Preservation Officer 

PUBLISH: Black Hills Pioneer: Date 2025 

Published once at the total approximate cost of $_____ 
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OFFICE OF 
PLANNING, ZONING AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

108 Sherman Street 
Telephone (605) 578-2082 

Fax (605) 722-0786 
 

 

Kevin Kuchenbecker 
Planning, Zoning and  

Historic Preservation Officer 
Telephone (605) 578-2082 

kevin@cityofdeadwood.com 

  

 

Public Notification 

Date:  September 15, 2025 

To:  Deadwood Property Owner / Resident 

From: Kevin Kuchenbecker 
Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Officer 

RE:  Request for Variance 

 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the following person(s) has submitted to the City of 

Deadwood Planning and Zoning Office a Request for Variance to Ordinance Chapter 
17.24.040 (B) – Area and Bulk Requirements. (Minimum front yard for accessory buildings 
and uses: five (5) feet) 

APPLICANT(S):   Travis Lindner 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 2A, Block 3A of Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage Run 

Addition to the City of Deadwood formerly Lot 2, Block 3A 

and a portion of Palisades Tract of Deadwood Stage Run 

Addition located in the SW ¼ of Section 14, the SE ¼ of 

Section 15, the NE ¼ NE ¼ of Section 22 and the N ½ NE ¼ 

of Section 23, T5N, R3E, B.H.M., City of Deadwood, Lawrence 

County, South Dakota 

ADDRESS: 118 Mystery Wagon Road 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that said application will be heard by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission within and for the City of Deadwood, State of South Dakota, at a 
regular meeting to be held Wednesday, October 1, 2025, in the Commission Room at 
102 Sherman Street, Deadwood, South Dakota, at 4:00 p.m. or soon thereafter as the 
matter at which time and place any such person interested may appear and show cause 
if there be any, why such special exception should not be granted. A public hearing will 
also be held by the Deadwood City Commission at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, October 20, 
2025, at the same location. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that the proposed Request for a Variance is on file and 
available for public examination at the Deadwood Planning and Zoning Office located at 
108 Sherman Street, Deadwood, South Dakota. 

ANY interested person or his/her agent is invited to submit oral or written comments or 
suggestions regarding the request to the Commissions or their agent prior to or at the 
public hearing. 

The purpose of this mailed notice is to reasonably inform the surrounding property 
owners of the application for a Request for Variance and to inform you of the type of 
variance being requested. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at 605-578-2082. 
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Aerial photo of 118 Mystery Wagon Road 
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Attn:  Deadwood Historical Society and Planning and Zoning, 
 
The land they’re requesting to put this structure on was created by fill dirt in the last 2 
years or less from the homes dug out on the eastside of Mystery Wagon Rd.  I would 
think footings should be required for something due to the land instability and something 
that is as large as 10x20ft structure sitting  for fear it could  slide down the hill like 
everything else when we have heavy rains.   These newly excavated and exposed 
areas of land made from fill dirt slide and move even with less than 2 inches of rain. 
 
Please note: The City of Deadwood street department has to send up road graders to 
clean our streets from the gravel and rock runoff from the nonexistent  required grading 
and packing around these homes by developers.  This unpacked hillside around homes 
on both the west side of street and east side of street now runs into the streets and is 
very unstable to the point it's dangerous to cars and people when it happens.  A 
landslide in one area even happened from the extreme pressure of the water flow 
pushing over a retaining wall.  You will note that this development has MAJOR  ruts 
between a majority of the  homes that have not been properly filled or packed since 
built.   
 
Please note:  We also have a majority of all Utility boxes sitting half kiltered and moved 
from erosion and unstable land .  Please note: Many homeowners have front porches 
and patios being propped up by 2X4s because things are moving.  So allowing another 
structure without proper footings on unstable land is a concern as to what it will look like 
in 1-3 years.  As all these ruts around homes are visible and an eye sore,  tilted utility 
boxes that moved from erosion, falling porches on 2 year old homes and unmaintained 
newly created land with 3 foot tall weeds leads me to believe our highly taxed new 
development is going down hill fast.  It already looks ghetto in some areas because of 
lack of maintenance and proper building requirments.  My point being, you would  think, 
the chances of a “shed”without footings has a very high potential of sliding/moving from 
thawing and heavy rains that are inevitable at any time in the near and far future in that 
area creating even more eyesores to look at.   
 
For the record, my thoughts are this building needs to be revisited, this should not be 
acceptable in any development, as well as the requirement by our building department 
to allow the lack of grading or packing of land around these new homes as it is creating 
costs for one the city as ultimately their equipment has to cleanup after a development 
that was not built with integrity or done properly with inspection considerations of long 
term effects.    In addition to all the expense to the home owners because the 
developers and builders were not required to properly pack the ground around the 
homes with the appropriate clay based rock to eliminate the erosion ultimately 
protecting  foundation damage as well as the hillside spewing out into the roads 
cause car damage and cleanup expense for the city.  Anything put on these unstable, 
unpacked land has the potential to move over time or even tomorrow with a heavy 
rain.    
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If we are letting developers just push over fill to create sellable land and then 
homeowners put structures on it, it should have safety of community and integrity of the 
neighborhood beauty in mind by not allowing structures without footings with potential to 
move like everything else on this street when we have rain as our streets and sidewalks 
are flooded with debris, rock and gravel every time it even rains a little.  
I feel from watching all the runoff and property movement from erosion from regular 
seasonal rains that anything with a pad only should not be allowed. We must have 
footings especially as this "land" is only an unstable fill that has the risk of floating away 
and moving with time.  Please  note the drainage and ruts all over east side of Mystery 
wagon and west side in newly created area and around homes when rains.  This is 
evidence of my concerns.   I’m not thrilled with allowing these “sheds” as something that 
large is actually a garage and it will be used for atvs being put in without a driveway.    
 
They need to be put up in a manner that does not distort our quality of neighborhood 
beauty with Matching siding and roofs if done and footings. 
 
If they’re boasting this is the hottest newest development in City limits, let’s keep 
standards higher  as Mystery Wagon Rd is less  than 3 years old and already looks 
terrible.  It looks run down and neglected.  We have busted trees and overgrown weeds 
and ruts around homes everywhere from no final grade or packing of ground between 
twin homes and now thistles and weeds are over 3 foot high around homes and on all 
this “created land from fill rock spills into the roads every rain.  These trees and cement 
pile run offs  were never hauled out by developers and garbage was  blown all over in 
revene.  Let's keep the integrity of Deadwoods History and Beauty in mind and hold 
developers and homeowners accountable to higher building standards for long term 
goals.   
 
Deadwood historic society and planNing and zoning should want these new 
developments to maintain the natural beauty and have higher standards in home and 
continued neighborhood maintenance in place and keep the integrity by holding land 
owners/developers to higher standards creating lasting developments of over a 100 
years not homes and land going down hill after only 2 years of building. 
Sara Hyser 
Sr Account Manager 
Digital and All Media Marketing Specialist  
Midwest Advertising 
Need help with your SEM Google Ad words, Search Engine Optimization, 
Advanced Digital Targeting? Call my cell: 605-941-3775 
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