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MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 01, 2026 
6:00 PM 

DALTON CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

A G E N D A  
 
 
WORK SESSION - 5:00PM: 
1. Review of New Ordinance Proposals 

 
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00PM: 
 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Commentary: (Please Complete Public Commentary Contact Card for the Record Prior to 
Speaking - Limit of 3 Minutes/Person) 

Presentations: 

1. Staff Reports 

Minutes: 

2. Mayor & Council Minutes of May 18, 2026 

New Business: 

3. Review of (1) New 2026 Alcohol Beverage Application  

4. Resolution 26-16 Authorizing the Adoption and Approval of the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 
Annual Action Plan Under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program.  

5. Certification of Consistency with Consolidated Plan – City of Refuge ES Grant  

6. Amendment to Professional Services Agreement with Consor North America for Mill Line 
Extension Trail Alignment 

 
7. First Reading Ordinance 26-07 To Amend Chapter 30 Of The 2001 Revised Code of The City 

of Dalton, Georgia Captioned "Cemeteries"; To Provide for An Effective Date; To Provide for 
The Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances; To Provide for Severability; And for Other Purposes.  

 
8. First Reading Ordinance 26-08 To hear the request of M.C.W., Inc. to de-annex 0.3 acres 

located at 2209 Chattanooga, Dalton, Georgia at Tax Parcel 12-158-01-032 out of the City of 
Dalton into Whitfield County as General Commercial (C-2). Parcel (12-158-01-032). 
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9. First Reading Ordinance 26-09 To hear the request of John S. Suttles to rezone from Medium 

Density Single Family Residential (R-3) to Rural Residential (R-5) a tract of land totaling 0.25 
acres located on Dozier Street, Dalton, Georgia. Parcel (12-217-07-006).   

 
10. First Reading Ordinance 26-10 To hear the request of Debo’s Diner Investments, LLC to 

rezone from General Commercial (C-2) Cond to General Commercial (C-2) Cond conforming 
to Dalton Gateway Corridor Overlay District, a tract of land totaling 3.42 acres located at 525 
and 527 S. Tibbs Road, Dalton, Georgia. Parcels (12-260-16-000 and 12-260-03-000). 

 
11. First Reading Ordinance 26-11 To hear the request of Love Funeral Home to rezone from 

Neighborhood Commercial (C-1) to General Commercial (C-2) a tract of land totaling 3.21 
acres located at 1402 N. Thornton Avenue, Dalton, Georgia. Parcel (12-160-10-000). 

 
12. First Reading Ordinance 26-12 To Amend Chapter 6 Of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City 

Of Dalton, Georgia Captioned “Alcoholic Beverages” By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting the 
definition of “Event center” Set Forth In Section 6-1 and Replacing It With A New Definition 
of “Event Facility”; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting the definition of “Restaurant” in 6-1 
And Replacing It With A New Definition; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection 
(a) of Section 6-10 Captioned Possession in Public Places” And Replacing It With A New 
Subsection (a); By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection (e) of Section 6-110 
Captioned “Local Caterer or Concessionaire; Preferred Caterer and Concessionaire”; By 
Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Section 6-70 Captioned “Eligibility for Pouring License” And 
Replacing It With A New Section 6-70; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Section 6-107 
Captioned “Disqualification, Generally” And Replacing It With A New Section 6-107; To 
Amend Chapter 26 of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia Captioned 
“Businesses” By The Addition Of A New Article XI Captioned “Event Facilities”; To Provide 
For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances; To Provide For 
Severability; And For Other Purposes. 

 
13. First Reading Ordinance 26-13 To Amend Chapter 54 of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City 

Of Dalton, Georgia Captioned “Fire Prevention and Protection” By Deleting Article II 
Captioned “Fire Prevention Code” In Its Entirety; By The Addition Of A New Article II; To 
Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances; To 
Provide For Severability; And For Other Purposes. 

  
14. First Reading Ordinance 26-14 To Amend Chapter 10 of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City 

Of Dalton, Georgia Captioned “Amusements and Entertainments” By Deleting Article I 
Captioned “Amusement Machines” and Replacing It With A New Article I; To Provide For An 
Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances; To Provide For 
Severability; And For Other Purposes. 

 
15. Mayoral Appointment of Jackson Sheppard to the Limestone Valley RC&D Board for a 1-year 

term to expire December 31, 2026. 
 
16. Executive Session - Real Estate 
 
Supplemental Business 

Announcements 

Adjournment 



THE CITY OF DALTON 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 18, 2026 

 

The Mayor and Council held a meeting this evening at 6:05 p.m. at City Hall.  Present were 

Mayor Annalee Sams, Councilmembers Dennis Mock, Julie Locke and Tyree Goodlett and Steve 

Farrow, City Administrator Andrew Parker and City Attorney Jonathan Bledsoe.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Sams called the meeting of the Mayor and Council to order.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Councilmembers led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

On the motion of Councilmember Mock, second Councilmember Goodlett, the Mayor and 

Council approved the agenda unanimously.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

There were no Public Comments. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Historic Preservation Month - May 2026 - Dalton Historic Preservation Commission 

Mayor Sams proclaimed May 2026 as Historic Preservation Month in the City of Dalton and 

recognized the local Historic Preservation Commission for their dedicated efforts. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

Mayor Sams presented Joel Hudson with a plaque for Historic Preservation Commission 

Outstanding Preservation Project For 2025, for The McCutchen House, 404 S. Thornton Avenue. 

 

Staff Reports 

There were no Staff Reports. 

 

MINUTES 

The Mayor and Council reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 04, 2026. On the motion 

of Councilmember Locke, second Councilmember Mock, the minutes were approved 

unanimously.  
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SECOND READING ORDINANCE 26-06 - ENRIQUE MENDEZ GOMEZ REZONING 

REQUEST 

Northwest Georgia Regional Commission Assistant Planning Director Ethan Calhoun presented 

the request of Enrique Mendez Gomez to Rezone from Heavy Manufacturing (M-2) to Medium 

Density Single Family Residential (R-3) a tract of land totaling 0.60 acres located on Dogwood 

Drive, Dalton, Georgia. Parcel (12-216-01-008). 

 

Calhoun stated the property is surrounded predominantly by residential uses, particularly along 

Dogwood Drive, and has no realistic potential for heavy manufacturing. Calhoun further stated 

the petitioner intends to develop the site with a single‑family detached dwelling, which is the 

only permitted use in R3. Further Calhoun acknowledged that both staff and the Planning 

Commission recommended approval. On the motion of Councilmember Farrow, second 

Councilmember Mock, the Mayor and Council approved the request unanimously. 

 

GEORGIA CLASSIC MAIN STREET MOU FOR 2026-2027 PROGRAM YEAR 

Special Events & Community Engagement Coordinator Candace Eaton presented the Georgia 

Classic Main Street MOU For 2026-2027 Program Year. Eaton stated the agreement renews the 

City of Dalton’s partnership with the Georgia Classic Main Street Program for the 2026–2027 

program year. Eaton further stated the MOU outlines the responsibilities of the City, the 

Downtown Dalton Main Street Board, the Downtown Manager, and the Georgia Department of 

Community Affairs. 

 

Further Eaton stated the renewal allows Dalton to continue supporting downtown revitalization, 

economic development, historic preservation, and community engagement efforts, and maintains 

Dalton’s Main Street accreditation, which the city has held since 1981. The partnership continues 

at no cost to the City. On the motion of Councilmember Mock, second Councilmember Goodlett, 

the Mayor and Council approved the MOU unanimously. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF MISTY WIMPEY AS COURT ADMINISTRATOR FOR DALTON 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

City Administrator Andrew Parker stated that staff initiated a competitive interview and selection 

process for hiring a Court Administrator. Parker stated Chief Clerk Misty Wimpey, an internal 

candidate, emerged as the unanimous recommendation of the interview panel and was named the 

sole finalist. Parker reported that Wimpey has 21 years of service with the City and has served as 

Chief Clerk since 2017 and holds multiple professional certifications, including Certified Court 

Administrator (Georgia Municipal Court Clerks Council) and a Certificate of Court 

Administration (Georgia Council of Court Administrators). 

 

Lastly Parker stated he is presenting Wimpey for appointment in accordance with Charter 

Section 2.16, and her finalist status has been publicly advertised for the required 14‑day period 

under state law. On the motion of Councilmember Farrow, second Councilmember Mock, the 

appointment was approved unanimously.  
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SIX MONTH EXTENSION TO ALLOW AVAILABILITY OF HANGAR GRANT FUNDS 

THROUGH DEC 31, 2026 

Airport Director Andrew Wiersma presented a request for a six‑month extension to GDOT 

Contract No. 45 related to the Hangar Expansion Project. Wiersma stated that although the 

project is complete, approximately $116,000 remains available in the grant and the Airport 

Authority seeks to use the remaining funds for additional hangar improvements. Note:  

The current contract expires in June, and the extension would continue the agreement through 

December 31 of this year. On the motion of Councilmember Mock, second Councilmember 

Goodlett, the request was approved unanimously.  

 

2025 BUDGET AMENDMENT #7 

CFO Cindy Jackson presented the final Budget Amendment for 2025. Jackson stated the Mayor 

and Council reviewed the Budget Amendment and the mechanics of the TADs in the Finance 

Committee meeting.  On the motion of Councilmember Goodlett, second Councilmember Mock, 

the Amendment was approved unanimously.  

 

2026 BUDGET AMENDMENT #2 

CFO Cindy Jackson presented 2026 Budget Amendment #2 which reduces the General Fund 

balance by $817,000, primarily due to carryover grant matches and special election costs. 

Jackson stated the City is receiving nearly $2 million in ARC funding for the $4 million East 

Morris Street project, along with airport grant adjustments and a $40,000 CIP transfer to 2020 

SPLOST. Total project funding increases to $4,062,879 across federal, state, and General Fund 

sources. On the motion of Councilmember Mock, second Councilmember Locke, the 

Amendment was approved unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION 26-15 TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT GRANT FROM USTA 

Recreation Director Steve Roberts presented Resolution 26-15 to apply for and accept Grant 

funds from USTA to support resurfacing of the City’s tennis courts. Roberts stated the grant 

offers a 50% match up to $8,000 per court, with a maximum potential award of $60,000. 

 

Roberts reported that six of the City’s 20 courts are in poor condition and may require an overlay 

system costing approximately $20,000 per court. Depending on how many courts are included, 

project costs range from $120,000 for six courts to around $200,000 if half the courts are 

resurfaced. On the motion of Councilmember Mock, second Councilmember Goodlett, the 

Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

City Government Offices Will Be Closed Monday, May 25, 2026 In Observance Of The 

Memorial Day Holiday. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on the motion of 

Councilmember Mock, second Councilmember Goodlett the meeting was adjourned at 

approximately 6:23 p.m.  

________________________ 

       Bernadette Chattam  

                  City Clerk 

____________________________ 

Annalee Sams, Mayor 

 

Recorded 

Approved: ________ 

Post: __________ 
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P H ON E  

706-278-9500 

W E BS I T E  

www.daltonga.gov 

A D D RES S  

300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
Georgia 30722 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM  

Review of (1) New 2026 New Alcohol Application 

DEPARTMENT 

City Clerk’s Office 

REQUESTED BY  

Deputy Clerk – Gesse Cabrera 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY AT TORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUM MARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDING BACKGROU ND 
INFORMATION TO EXPLA IN THE REQUEST:  

Review of (1) one new 2026 Alcohol Beverage license application recommendations by 
the Public Safety Commission at its May 19, 2026 meeting.  
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2026 ALCOHOL BEVERAGE APPLICATION REVIEW/APPROVAL 
PSC MEETING – TUESDAY MAY 19, 2026 

M&C MEETING – JUNE 1, 2026 
 
(1) 2026 ALCOHOL APPLICATION(S) 

1. Business Owner: Pablos Inc. 

d/b/a:   Los Pablos Mexican Restaurant 

Applicant:  Jeannette Rodriguez 

Business Address: 116 W. King St. 

License Type:  Pouring Beer, Distilled Spirits (Restaurant) 

Disposition:                    New  

PSC Recommendation:  ☒ Approve 
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P H O N E  

706-278-9500 

W E B S I T E  

www.daltonga.gov 

A D D R ES S  

300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
Georgia 30722 

MAYOR COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 

MEE TING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Mee�ng 

MEE TIN G DATE  JUNE 1, 2026 

AGENDA ITE M 

 Resolu�on 26-16 

DEPARTMEN T 

Finance 

REQUESTED BY 

Cindy Jackson 

REVIEWE D/APPROVED BY CITY AT TORNE Y?  

No 

COST NA 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGE T  

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDIN G BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION TO E XPLAIN THE REQUEST:  

THE CITY OF DALTON HAS BEEN AWARDED $305,285 FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT PROGRAM FROM HUD. THE 2026 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN IDENTIFIES THE ACTIVITIES THIS 
AWARD WILL FUND WITHIN THE PRIORITIES ESTABLISHED IN THE 5-YEAR CONSOLIDATED PLAN. 
THIS PLAN HAS BEEN PUBLISHED FOR THE MANDATED 30-DAY CITIZEN PARTICIPATION REVIEW 
AND COMMENT PERIOD 4-24-26 THR 5-26-26.   
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RESOLUTION 26-16       
 

A RESOULUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALTON, GEORGIA, 
AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 ANNUAL 
ACTION PLAN UNDER THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, the City of Dalton has been designated as an “Entitlement Community” and therefore receives 
direct annual funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the 
Community Development Block Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, HUD requires Entitlement Communities to prepare and approve an Annual Action Plan for 
each of the five years under the Consolidated Plan to establish activities associated with priorities 
designated under the Consolidated Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Draft Fiscal Year 2026 Action Plan has been published for the HUD-required 30-day 
citizen participation review and comment period commencing on April 24, 2026 and ending on Monday, 
May 26, 2026; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Dalton, 
Georgia that the Fiscal Year 2026 Annual Action Plan be adopted and forwarded to HUD and that approval 
of the Draft Plan includes responses to citizen comments and any HUD required directives; and that this 
Resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, this Resolution was unanimously adopted by the City of Dalton Mayor and 
Council on this 1st day of June, 2026. 

CITY OF DALTON, 
GEORGIA 

 

         _______________________ 
         Annalee Sams 
         Mayor    
  
ATTESTED TO: 
 
 
_________________________City Clerk 
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Executive Summary 

AP-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b) 

1. Introduction 

Each year, the City of Dalton participates as an Entitlement Grantee in the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. As recipients of federal grant funds, HUD 

requires the City of Dalton to produce a Five-Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action 

Plan. It also serves as the application for funding for the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) federal entitlement program that serves low-income individuals and 

families.   

The City of Dalton’s Five-Year Consolidated Plan (Con Plan) identifies the community’s 

affordable housing, community development, and economic development needs. It 

outlines a comprehensive and coordinated strategy for addressing them. The City’s current 

2024-2028 strategy will focus primarily on devoting federal resources to areas in the city 

where the greatest concentration of poverty exists. The City of Dalton’s third Program Year 

(PY) 2026 Annual Action Plan will continue to meet these needs. 

HUD has established three priority goals for jurisdictions across the country to pursue as 

part of their consolidated planning efforts: decent housing, a suitable living environment, 

and providing economic opportunity.  The City attains these goals by utilizing CDBG funds 

consistent with the following performance measures: 

Decent Housing: The provision of decent housing assists the homeless and persons at 

risk of becoming homeless in obtaining housing; retains the existing units in the housing 

stock; increases the availability of permanent housing in standard condition and 

affordable cost to low and moderate-income (LMI) families. Decent housing also 

increases the supply of supportive housing with services needed to enable persons with 

special needs to live independently and provides affordable housing for low to moderate-

income persons in areas that are accessible to job opportunities. 

Suitable living environment: The provision of a suitable living environment improves the 

safety and livability of neighborhoods; increases access to quality public and private 

facilities and services; reduces the isolation of income groups within a community or 

geographical area by offering housing opportunities for persons of lower-income and 

revitalizes deteriorating or deteriorated neighborhoods; restores, enhances, and preserves 

natural and physical features of unique value for historic, architectural or aesthetic 

reasons; and conserves energy resources. 
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Provide economic opportunity: The provision of expanded economic opportunities 

creates and retains jobs; establishes, stabilizes, and expands small businesses (including 

micro-businesses); provides public services concerned with employment; provides jobs 

to low-income persons living in areas affected by those programs and activities; makes 

available mortgage financing for low-income persons at reasonable rates using 

nondiscriminatory lending practices; provides access to capital and credit for 

development activities that promote the long-term economic and social viability of the 

community, and provides empowerment and self-sufficiency opportunities for low-

income persons to reduce generational poverty in federally-assisted and public housing. 

2. Summarize the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan   

This could be a restatement of items or a table listed elsewhere in the plan or a reference 

to another location. It may also contain any essential items from the housing and 

homeless needs assessment, the housing market analysis or the strategic plan. 

The City's 2026 Action Plan discusses the following priority needs that will be carried out 

with the goal of providing affordable housing, promoting safe and livable communities, 

and creating self-sustaining opportunities for low and moderate-income households.  

 
• Affordable Housing  

o Housing Rehabilitation – Homeowner & Rental Housing 
 

• Public Facility and Infrastructure Improvements  
o Sidewalk and Infrastructure Improvements  
o Support services for populations with special needs (e.g., elderly, persons 

with disabilities) 
 

• Public Services  
o Services for the homeless and at-risk populations  

 

3. Evaluation of past performance  

This is an evaluation of past performance that helped lead the grantee to choose its 

goals or projects. 

The goals and projects identified in this Annual Action Plan were developed using 

strategies that have been proven successful, revisions to past approaches, and new 

strategies where needed. The City of Dalton reported a total of $381,589.00 in CDBG 

expenditures to address community development needs in its most recent Consolidated 

Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER).  These resources were invested in low- 
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and moderate-income neighborhoods, home repair for homeowners, public service 

programs, public facility improvements, and rental rehabilitation. All CDBG allocations were 

made in alignment with the priorities identified in the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action 

Plan. The City’s investment pattern reflects a continued commitment to supporting 

underserved neighborhoods and maintaining critical housing and community development 

services. 

4. Summary of Citizen Participation Process and consultation process  

Summary from citizen participation section of plan. 

During PY2026, the City of Dalton held two Public Review Meetings to solicit comments on 

the 2026 Annual Action Plan at the Mack Gaston Community Center located at 218 N. 

Frederick St, Dalton, GA 30721 at 10:00 A.M and 1:00 P.M. on Thursday, May 14, 2026. A 

30-day comment period commenced on Friday, April 24, 2026, and concluded on Monday, 

Monday, May 25, 2026.  The PY2026 Annual Action Plan draft is available for review in hard 

copy at the City of Dalton City Hall located at 300 W. Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30722.  

5. Summary of public comments 

This could be a brief narrative summary or reference an attached document from the 

Citizen Participation section of the Con Plan. 

All comments will be included in the Plan following the public comment period.  

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting 

them 

The City of Dalton’s CDBG Program Office accepted all comments received during the 

Public Comment Period and Public Review Meeting.   

7. Summary 

This Annual Action Plan identifies projects in which the City will use CDBG funds to carry 

out previously identified priorities established in the City’s 2024-2028 Consolidated Plan. 

Identifying these specific priorities is a product of extensive consultation with community 

stakeholders combined with data from the U.S. Census and other sources that indicate 

housing and community development needs in Dalton. 
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PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies – 91.200(b) 

1. Agency/entity responsible for preparing/administering the Consolidated Plan 

Describe the agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those 

responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source. 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 

CDBG Administrator Cindy Jackson City of Dalton Finance Department  
Table 1 – Responsible Agencies 

 
Narrative (optional) 

The City of Dalton is the lead agency for developing, administering, and reviewing the 2026 

Annual Action Plan. The City’s Finance Department provides administrative support and 

oversight. The Annual Action Plan provides an annual strategy to address the City’s 

housing and community development needs with CDBG funds. All CDBG-funded projects 

are reviewed and monitored by the City’s Finance Department for compliance with 

applicable federal rules and regulations. 
 

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 

Public concerns, issues, or comments regarding the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action 

Plan may be directed to:  

 

Ms. Cindy Jackson,  

Chief Financial Officer 

City of Dalton 

300 West Waugh Street  

Dalton, GA 30720  

Phone: (706) 529-2460 

Email: cjackson@daltonga.gov 
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AP-10 Consultation – 91.100, 91.200(b), 91.215(l) 

1. Introduction 

The City developed an outreach effort to maximize input from a large cross-section of 
stakeholders. This outreach effort included public meetings, neighborhood meetings, 
published meeting notices, and a web survey conducted in English and Spanish.  

Consultation with the community and affected service providers is a fundamental 
component of the Action Plan process. The City of Dalton consulted with citizens, 
municipal officials, non-profit agencies, public housing agencies, governmental agencies, 
and the Continuum of Care in preparing this Plan.  
 
Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination 

between public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, 

mental health and service agencies (91.215(l)) 

The City of Dalton encouraged citizens to participate in developing this plan and in the 

review of progress in implementing plan activities. The City particularly encourages 

involvement by low and moderate-income households residing in areas targeted for 

program activities for minorities and non‐English speaking persons and persons with 

disabilities. Also, residents of public housing and other assisted housing are encouraged 

to participate. A special effort is made to assure those low-and moderate-income persons; 

households in areas supported by program activities and persons with special needs have 

opportunities to participate. The City will provide translators for non‐English speaking 

persons who request assistance at least seven days before hearings or other meetings in 

the planning process. 

 
The City held two public meetings through its public participation process to review the 

draft priorities. The Citizen Participation Section of this plan summarizes the public 

comments and drafts of the document are posted on the City’s webpage and at City Hall.  

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of 

homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families 

with children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of 

homelessness. 

The City of Dalton participates in the Balance of State Continuum of Care administered by 

the Georgia Department of Community Affairs. At the local level, the City collaborates with 

the Dalton Whitfield Community Development Corporation (DWCDC) to remain informed 

of the needs of individuals experiencing homelessness and those at risk of homelessness 

within the community. Through this partnership, the City and DWCDC share data related to 

homelessness and coordinate efforts to address regulatory compliance requirements as 
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they arise. Additionally, DWCDC serves as the lead agency for the Point-in-Time Count, an 

annual survey conducted each January to assess the number and characteristics of 

individuals experiencing homelessness in Dalton and Whitfield County.  

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area 

in determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards for and 

evaluate outcomes of projects and activities assisted by ESG funds, and develop 

funding, policies and procedures for the operation and administration of HMIS 

The City coordinates with the Dalton Whitfield Community Development Corporation, a 

participant in the GA-501 Georgia Balance of State Continuum of Care. The CoC is directly 

responsible for the following: 

• Measuring performance community-wide as it relates to reducing homelessness; 

• Developing and managing a centralized or coordinated assessment that addresses 

housing and services needs for all individuals and families who experience 

homelessness;  

• Preparing and overseeing the application for community funding; and establishing 

funding priorities.
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2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process and describe the jurisdiction’s 

consultations with housing, social service agencies and other entities 

 

 

1 

Agency/Group/Organization City of Dalton 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

Grantee Department 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 

Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Public Housing Needs 

Homeless Needs  

Chronically Homeless  

Homeless Needs  

Families with children 

Homelessness Strategy 

Market Analysis 

Economic Development 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization 

was consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of 

the consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

The City of Dalton is the Grantee and prepares the Annual 

Action Plan. 

2 Agency/Group/Organization Dalton Whitfield Community Development Corporation  

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-homeless 

Service-Fair Housing 
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Planning organization 

Neighborhood Organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 

Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Public Housing Needs 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homelessness Strategy 

Market Analysis 

Economic Development 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization 

was consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of 

the consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

This agency was consulted for homeless needs and fair 

housing information. DWCDC provides the City with 

numbers and reports throughout the year to assist with the 

community's planning and needs. 

3 Agency/Group/Organization Latin American Association 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-Children 

Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 

Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization 

was consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of 

the consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

This agency was consulted for housing families' needs with 

children by invitation to the Public Hearings and emails to 

nonprofits. Latin American Association recommended the 

continuation of funds for public service for housing support 

and counseling. 
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4 Agency/Group/Organization Northwest GA Family Crisis Center, INC. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services-Children 

Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 

Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization 

was consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of 

the consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

This agency was consulted for the needs of homeless 

individuals by invitation to the Public Hearings and emails 

to nonprofits. NWGFCC recommended continuing funds for 

public service for housing support and counseling for 

domestic abuse. 

5 Agency/Group/Organization The Housing Authority of the City of Dalton 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 

Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Public Housing Needs 

Market Analysis 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization 

was consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of 

the consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

The City of Dalton consults with the HACD for public 

housing needs. 

Table 2 – Agencies, groups, organizations who participated 
 

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 
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The City did not exclude any agency type or agency during this process. 

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan 

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap 
with the goals of each plan? 

Continuum of Care Georgia Balance of State 
Coordinating homelessness services with Continuum 

of Care priorities 

Redevelopment Plan City of Dalton 
Coordinating community development plans with 

broader plans to redevelop commercial areas 

Table 3 – Other local / regional / federal planning efforts 
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AP-12 Participation – 91.105, 91.200(c) 

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen 
participation 
 

Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting 
 
During PY2026, the City of Dalton held two Public Review Meetings to solicit comments on 

the 2026 Annual Action Plan at the Mack Gaston Community Center located at 218 N. 

Frederick St, Dalton, GA 30721 at 10:00 A.M and 1:00 P.M. on Thursday, May 14, 2026. A 

30-day comment period commenced on Friday, April 24, 2026, and concluded on Monday, 

May 25, 2026.  The PY2026 Annual Action Plan draft is available for review in hard copy at 

the City of Dalton City Hall located at 300 W. Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30722. The City of 

Dalton was allocated $305,285.00 in CDBG funding for FY2026.  

 

The City implemented the following measures to encourage citizen participation: 

 

• Posted copies of the draft plan in Dalton City Hall and notified the public of the 

location of the document in the final hearing legal advertisement; 

• Published draft plan electronically on the City’s website; 

• Provided public comment opportunity on the plans at one formal meeting; 

• Published all meetings in the local newspaper legal advertisement section; 

• Solicited comments from social service agencies; 

• Advertised initial and final public hearings in the local newspaper. 

• A draft of the Annual Plan for PY2026 was placed on public display for 30 days.  

• The City held two public hearings on Thursday, May 14, 2026 to obtain 

comments on the FY2026 Annual Action Plan and the proposed use of CDBG 

funds for the 2026 program year. There were no comments received during this 

meeting. 

 

The City used a combination of empirical research, historical data, and citizen input to 

set goals identified in this plan. 
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Citizen Participation Outreach 

Sort 

Order 
Mode of 

Outreach 
Target of 

Outreach 

Summary of 
response/attendance 

Summary of 
comments received 

Summary of comm

ents not accepted 

and reasons 

URL (If 

applicable) 

1 Public 

Meeting 

Non-

targeted/ 

broad 

community 

The City held an initial public 

meeting held with a total of 

2 attendees.  

All comments have 

been incorporated into 

the Plan 

All comments 

were accepted 

n/a 

2 Newspaper 

Ad 

Non-

targeted/ 

broad 

community 

The public was notified of 

the public meetings via a 

newspaper ad in the Daily 

Citizen-News 

The City did not receive 

any comments based 

solely on the 

newspaper ad. 

All comments 

were accepted 

n/a 

Table 4 – Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Expected Resources  

AP-15 Expected Resources – 91.220(c)(1,2) 

Introduction 

The City of Dalton receives CDBG entitlement funding which is administered through the City’s Finance Department. The City was 

allocated a total of $305,285.00 in CDBG funding for the 2026 program year. The City uses multiple resources to carry out act ivities 

that benefit low and moderate-income persons. The City is not a direct HOME Program recipient, Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 

or Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA) recipient. Additionally, the City does not anticipate receiving any program 

income. 

Anticipated Resources 

Program 
Source of 

Funds 
Uses of Funds 

Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected Amount 
Available 

Remainder of Con 
Plan 

Narrative Description Annual 
Allocation: 

Program 
Income: 

Prior Year 
Resources: 

Total: 

CDBG Public-
Federal 

Acquisition 
Admin and 
Planning 

Economic 
Development 

Housing Public 
Improvements 
Public Services 

$305,285 $0 $0 $305,285 $610,570 CDBG funding will address 
housing, community 

development, and economic 
development needs in the City. 
Agencies will leverage CDBG 
funds with other public social 

service dollars and private 
donations. 

Table 5 - Expected Resources – Priority Table 
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Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and 

local funds), including a description of how matching requirements will be satisfied 

The federal funding identified above represents annual allocations that support the 

activities outlined in this Plan. While receipt of these funds cannot be guaranteed—

particularly given the current fiscal environment—the City has consistently secured this 

funding in prior years and anticipates continued receipt of Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) funds throughout the duration of this Plan. The City will continue to promote 

the strategic leveraging of federal resources to enhance services for residents. 

Furthermore, the nonprofit organizations receiving support demonstrate sufficient 

financial capacity, including access to foundation funding and fundraising initiatives, 

enabling them to leverage CDBG funds effectively and expand services to benefit a greater 

number of low- and moderate-income individuals. 

If appropriate, describe publicly owned land or property located within the jurisdiction 

that may be used to address the needs identified in the plan 

Not applicable 
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Annual Goals and Objectives 
AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives 

Goals Summary Information 

Sort Order Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

1 Home Repair for 
Homeowners 

2026 2027 Affordable 
Housing 

Citywide Increase Access to 
Decent Affordable 

Housing 

$79,228.00 Homeowner Units 
Rehabilitated 5 

2 Rental 
Rehabilitation 

2026 2027 Affordable 
Housing 

Citywide Non-Housing 
Community 

Development  

$125,000.00 Affordable rental housing 
benefit 12 

3 Public Facility 
Improvements 

2026 2027 Non-Housing 
Community  

Development  

Citywide Non-Housing 
Community 

Development  

$0 Infrastructure other than 
housing benefit 0 

4 Provide Funding 
Support for 

Public Service 
Programs  

2026 2027 Non-Housing 
Community  

Development  

Citywide Increase Access to 
Public Services   

$40,000.00 Persons Assisted 40 

5 Fair Housing 
Education 

2026 2027 Non-Housing 
Community  

Development  

Citywide Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing   

0.00 Persons Assisted 50 

6 Provide 
Administrative 

Structure   

2026 2027 Administration Citywide Planning & 
Administration 

$61,057.00 Public Services other than 
housing benefit 1 

Table 6 – Goals Summary 
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Goal Descriptions 

Goal Name Goal Descript ion  

Home Repair for Homeowners Provide housing rehabilitation for low-income homeowners to maintain housing affordability.  

Rental Rehabilitation Improve low-income rental housing units with HVAC repairs through the Housing Authority.  

Public Facility Improvements Improve public facilities including sidewalk repairs, street repairs, parks, walking trails, bike 
trails, community centers, youth centers, and childcare facilities.  

Increase Access to Public 
Services  

Fund projects including supportive services to lo and moderate-income households and 
persons with special needs including recreational activities, educational opportunities, and job 
skills to youth; and support for job training, substance abuse treatment, mental health services, 
continuing education, and employment services designed to assist low and moderate-income 
persons obtain jobs. 

Fair Housing Education Fund projects to provide fair housing education and outreach. 
Provide Administrative Structure Provide the administrative structure for the planning, implementation, and management of the 

CDBG grant programs as well as other housing, community development, and homelessness 
programs. 

 

Estimate the number of extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income families to whom the jurisdiction will 

provide affordable housing as  defined by HOME 91.215(b) : 

The City of Dalton is not a participating jurisdiction under the HOME program; however, it will support efforts to preserve 

affordable housing for low-income families. 
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Projects  

AP-35 Projects – 91.220(d) 

Introduction  

The City has identified the projects for the 2026 program year in the table below.  Additional 
details are provided in Section AP-38. 

Projects 

# Project Name 
1 City of Dalton CDBG Planning & Administration 

2 NW Georgia Family Crisis Center 

3 Latin American Association  

4 City of Dalton Housing Authority 

5 City of Dalton Residential Housing Rehab Program 

Table 7 - Project Information 

 
Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing 
underserved needs 

Priority CDBG funding areas in Dalton include areas where the percentage of low to 

moderate income (LMI) persons is 51% or higher. The City defines “area of minority 

concentration” and “area of low-income concentration” as those census tracts that have 

concentrations of minority populations or low-income populations, respectively, 

statistically and significantly larger than the minority or low-income population for the City 

as a whole. For the purposes of this Annual Plan, “Minority concentration” is defined as 

those tracts with greater than 51% low and moderate income.  
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AP-38 Project Summary 

Project Summary Information 

1 Project Name CDBG Planning & Administration 
Target Area Citywide 
Goals Supported Provide Administrative Structure 
Needs Addressed Provide Administrative Structure 
Funding $61,057.00 
Description CDBG Planning & Administration 
Target Date 2026-2027 
Estimate the number and 
type of families that will 
benefit from the proposed 
activities 

1 

Location Description Citywide 

Planned Activities CDBG Planning & Administration 
2 Project Name Northwest Georgia Family Crisis Center 

Target Area Citywide 
Goals Supported Increase Access to Public Services 
Needs Addressed Non-Housing Community Development 

Funding $20,000 
Description Domestic Violence Client Advocate Salary Assistance 
Target Date 2026-2027 

Estimate the number and 
type of families that will 

benefit from the proposed 
activities 

20 

Location Description Citywide 
Planned Activities CDBG Public Service assistance for operating costs 

3 Project Name Latin American Association 
Target Area Citywide 

Goals Supported Increase Access to Public Services 
Needs Addressed Non-Housing Community Development 

Funding $20,000 
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Description Family Well-Being Program 
Target Date 2026-2027 

Estimate the number and 
type of families that will 

benefit from the proposed 
activities 

20 

Location Description Citywide 
Planned Activities CDBG Public Service assistance for operating costs 

 
4 Project Name Dalton Housing Authority 

Target Area Citywide 
Goals Supported Rental Rehabilitation 
Needs Addressed Affordable Housing  

Funding $125,000.00 
Description Improve low-income rental housing units with HVAC repairs through the Housing Authority. 
Target Date 2026-2027 

Estimate the number and 
type of families that will 

benefit from the proposed 
activities 

12 

Location Description Citywide 
Planned Activities Improve low-income rental housing units with HVAC repairs through the Housing Authority.  

5 Project Name City of Dalton Housing Rehabilitation Program 
Target Area Citywide 

Goals Supported Home Repair for Homeowners 

Needs Addressed Affordable Housing  
Funding $79,228.00 

Description Provide housing rehabilitation for low-income homeowners to maintain housing affordability. 
Target Date 2026-2027 

Estimate the number and 
type of families that will 

benefit from the proposed 
activities 

10 

Location Description Citywide 
Planned Activities Provide housing rehabilitation for low-income renters to maintain housing affordability. 
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AP-50 Geographic Distribution – 91.220(f)  

Description of the geographic areas of the entitlement (including areas of low-income 

and minority concentration) where assistance will be directed  

The City of Dalton receives Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) entitlement 

funds directly from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

Program resources are allocated on a citywide basis, with a strategic emphasis on areas 

that meet the criteria for low- and moderate-income (LMI) benefit. These areas often 

overlap with neighborhoods experiencing higher concentrations of minority populations 

and historically underserved communities. 

To inform geographic targeting and ensure compliance with federal requirements, the City 

utilizes reliable and nationally recognized data sources, including the American Community 

Survey (ACS), HUD Low- and Moderate-Income Summary Data (LMISD), and Federal 

Financial Institutions Examination Council (FFIEC) data. These sources support the 

identification of census tracts and block groups where at least 51 percent of residents are 

considered LMI. 

During the FY 2026 program year, the City will continue to deploy resources throughout its 

municipal boundaries and has not designated specific target areas for concentrated 

investment. Instead, funding decisions will prioritize activities that demonstrate a clear 

benefit to LMI individuals and households, regardless of location within the City.  

Geographic Distribution 

Target Area Percentage of Funds 
Citywide 80% 

Table 8 - Geographic Distribution  

 
Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically  

To generate the greatest impacts, the City will focus efforts citywide in low-income areas. 

The general priorities and needs are, public services, affordable housing and public 

facilities & infrastructure that meet the needs of the City’s very low-, low- and moderate-

income residents. 

Federal CDBG funds are intended to provide low and moderate income (LMI) households 

with viable communities, including decent housing, a suitable living environment and 

expanded economic opportunities. Eligible activities include community facilities and 

improvements, housing rehabilitation and preservation, affordable housing development 

activities, public services, economic development, planning, and administration. The 
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system for establishing the priority for the selection of these projects is predicated upon 

the following criteria: 

• Meeting the statutory requirements of the CDBG program  

• Meeting the needs of LMI residents  

• Focusing on LMI areas or neighborhoods  

• Coordination and leveraging of resources  

• Response to expressed needs  

• Sustainability and/or long-term impact  

• The ability to demonstrate measurable progress and success 
 

Public facility and infrastructure activities will be provided for areas where the percentage 

of LMI persons is 51% or higher.  CDBG will also be used for beneficiaries that meet criteria 

under limited clientele beneficiary, such as the elderly, persons with disabilities, the 

homeless, etc. It is also expected that funding will be provided to assist low- and moderate- 

income homeowners. Public facilities and infrastructure activities will be based in the 

qualified census tracts according to the quartile method.  

Discussion 

N/A 
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Affordable Housing  

AP-55 Affordable Housing – 91.220(g)  

Introduction 

The City of Dalton will support its affordable housing goals through targeted investments 

in housing rehabilitation and preservation, with a primary focus on improving the condition, 

safety, and longevity of existing housing stock. During the FY 2026 program year, the City 

plans to operate a housing rehabilitation program designed to assist low- and moderate-

income homeowners with minor repairs to their homes to allow them to maintain their 

homes.  The City also plans to work with a local nonprofit housing provider to improve 

HVAC units for senior rental units to allow them to maintain access to decent, affordable 

housing. 

Homeless individuals and families will be supported through the Continuum of Care (CoC), 

which leads efforts across Northwest Georgia to coordinate outreach, shelter, rapid 

rehousing, and permanent supportive housing. The City of Dalton will also use CDBG 

resources to address housing rehabilitation needs, reduce substandard housing, and 

support public services that improve housing access and stability for low- to moderate-

income residents. Partnerships with housing agencies and private developers will help 

expand the availability of affordable units and ensure long-term affordability. 

 

 

 

Table 9 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Requirement 
 

One Year Goals for the Number of Households Supported 
Through 

Rental Assistance 0 
The Production of New Units 0 
Rehab of Existing Units 12 
Acquisition of Existing Units 0 
Total 12 

Table 10 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Type 

Discussion 

N/A 

 

One Year Goals for the Number of Households to be Supported 
Homeless 0 
Non-Homeless 22 
Special-Needs 0 
Total 22 
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AP-60 Public Housing – 91.220(h) 
Introduction 

The City of Dalton does not own or operate any public housing units. Public housing is 

managed by the Dalton Housing Authority DBA Wellhoused Dalton, an independent public 

agency responsible for administering public housing programs within the City's 

jurisdiction. 

Actions planned during the next year to address the needs to public housing 

The City of Dalton will continue to collaborate with the Housing Authority of the City of 

Dalton DBA Wellhoused Dalton and provide support as needed, including potential funding 

through eligible programs to improve public housing infrastructure, enhance energy 

efficiency, and maintain safe, quality living conditions for low-income households. 

Actions to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in 

management and participate in homeownership 

Not Applicable – These activities fall under the purview of the Dalton Housing Authority 

which not funding through HUD. 

If the PHA is designated as troubled, describe the way financial assistance will be 

provided or other assistance  

Not Applicable – The Dalton Housing Authority is not designated as a troubled agency.  

Discussion 

Not Applicable 
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AP-65 Homeless and Other Special Needs Activities – 91.220(i) 
Introduction 

This section outlines the City of Dalton’s one-year goals and activities to assess and 

address the needs of individuals experiencing homelessness and those with special needs. 

Through its Annual Action Plan, the City will allocate CDBG funding to support local 

agencies that provide shelter, housing assistance, and supportive services. The City’s 

strategy is built on a collaborative, system-wide approach that engages service providers 

and community partners to ensure a coordinated response. The primary goal is to help 

individuals and families achieve permanent housing as quickly and sustainably as possible, 

while recognizing the need for a range of tailored interventions. These include rapid 

rehousing, permanent supportive housing, low-barrier emergency shelter access, recovery-

oriented transitional housing for individuals with behavioral health or substance use 

challenges, and transitional housing options for specific populations such as survivors of 

domestic violence, youth and young adults, and those exiting institutional care. Diversion 

programs are also supported to prevent homelessness before it occurs. Together, these 

efforts aim to reduce homelessness, strengthen housing stability, and enhance the quality 

of life for Dalton’s most vulnerable residents. 

Describe the jurisdictions one-year goals and actions for reducing and ending 

homelessness including 

The City of Dalton’s one-year goals for reducing and ending homelessness focus on 

expanding access to housing, supporting service providers, and strengthening 

coordination with regional partners. Through its Annual Action Plan, the City will allocate 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to support agencies that provide 

emergency shelter, outreach, case management, and other critical services for individuals 

and families experiencing homelessness and at-risk of homelessness. The City actively 

collaborates with the regional Continuum of Care (CoC) to ensure a coordinated and data-

driven approach. Special populations—such as survivors of domestic violence, 

unaccompanied youth, seniors, and individuals with disabilities or substance use 

disorders—will be prioritized through support for transitional and supportive housing 

programs.  

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing 

their individual needs 

While most homeless providers have some outreach services, there is not an agency that 

exclusively provides outreach services. Dalton continues to support organizations that 

assess the needs of the homeless to create a more robust social service system to address 

36



 

 Annual Action Plan 
 

27 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

unmet needs. The Homeless Point in Time Count, organized by the Dalton Whitfield 

Community Development Corporation, annually assesses the characteristics of the 

homeless population in City. This data allows the City to track the changing needs of the 

homeless. Over the next Consolidated Plan period, the City anticipates collaborating with 

various local nonprofits organizations to expand services for the homeless and at-risk of 

homelessness population. 

Addressing the emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of homeless 

persons 

The DWCDC will continue to support organizations that address the emergency shelter and 

transitional housing needs of the homeless to establish a more robust social service 

system. The GA Balance of State Continuum of Care is responsible for the oversight, 

planning and operations of the entire CoC.  Emergency needs for shelter are handled by 

local agencies receiving funding through the Georgia Balance of State Continuum of Care. 

The City supports increasing housing options and self-sufficiency for the homeless and 

near homeless by providing support for the following: 

• Emergency housing and supportive services for homeless families and individuals; 

• Developing transitional housing; and 

Preventing persons released from institutions from entering homelessness 

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, 

families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make 

the transition to permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the 

period of time that individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating 

access for homeless individuals and families to affordable housing units, and 

preventing individuals and families who were recently homeless from becoming 

homeless again 

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) administers the Emergency 

Solutions Grant Program and oversee activities for homeless individuals and families in 

Dalton. DCA has identified rapid re-housing as a priority during the next Consolidated Plan 

period. The Continuum of Care is continuing to work to reduce length of stay in 

homelessness. The CoC uses a coordinated housing referral process to refer, prioritize & 

match participants to CoC housing. Length of Stay is one factor considered when 

prioritizing. Housing Locators will work with adults and families in shelter to identify 

housing options and help them move more quickly into permanent housing. 

Homeless providers will assist participants to develop independent living skills, increase 

37



 

 Annual Action Plan 
 

28 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

income & access services to reduce returns to homelessness. Those existing homeless 

who are unable to maintain housing on their own will be linked to Permanent Supportive 

Housing, subsidized housing or family/friends with whom they can live. Homelessness 

prevention assistance including financial assistance & case management will be provided 

to those who are at risk of returning to homelessness. Some families or individuals may 

require only limited assistance for a short period of time, such as emergency food and 

shelter -- until a first paycheck is received or a medical emergency is past. Others, however, 

will require more comprehensive and long-term assistance, such as transitional housing 

with supportive services and job training. Due to limited resources, it is important for 

agencies to eliminate duplication of effort by local agencies, both in intake and assessment 

procedures, and in subsequent housing and supportive services. 

Helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially 

extremely low-income individuals and families and those who are: being discharged 

from publicly funded institutions and systems of care (such as health care facilities, 

mental health facilities, foster care and other youth facilities, and corrections 

programs and institutions); or, receiving assistance from public or private agencies 

that address housing, health, social services, employment, education, or youth needs. 

The Continuum of Care has outlined its discharge policy for assisting persons aging out of 

foster care, and being release from health care facilities, mental health facilities, and 

correction facilities. At-risk households with a history of housing instability will receive case 

management to address barriers & link to mainstream resources such as SNAP, TANF, SSI 

and mainstream rental assistance programs. The CoC has received significant federal 

resources for eviction/ homeless prevention due to the pandemic. To ensure households 

with the greatest risk of homelessness are prioritized for assistance, the CoC developed a 

Homeless Prevention Index that uses local data on community-level predictors of 

homelessness to identify census tracts with the greatest need.  These facilities and 

services will be able to meet the needs of families with children, individuals, persons with 

special health problems, and other characteristics. 

Discussion 

Not Applicable 
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AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing – 91.220(j) 

Introduction:  

This section outlines how housing costs and the development or preservation of affordable 
housing in the City of Dalton may be influenced by local policies, including land use 
regulations, zoning ordinances, building codes, infrastructure requirements, and return on 
residential investment. These barriers have been identified through programmatic 
experience, stakeholder input, and recent findings from the City of Dalton’s 2024 Analysis 
of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (AI). 

While Dalton maintains an active commitment to supporting affordable housing, the 
following factors have been identified as potential barriers: 

• Zoning and Land Use Restrictions: Zoning regulations may limit the development of 
higher-density housing or multifamily units in certain areas, which can restrict 
affordable housing options. 

• Lack of Incentives for Affordable Development: The absence of formal incentives 
(such as density bonuses, fee waivers, or expedited permitting) can deter private 
developers from pursuing affordable housing projects. 

• Aging Housing Stock: Much of Dalton’s affordable housing consists of older homes 
in need of rehabilitation. Code requirements and high repair costs can limit 
preservation efforts. 

• Limited Land Availability: A shortage of developable land within the city limits can 
constrain new affordable housing construction and drive up land costs.  

• Public Perception and NIMBYism: Community resistance to new affordable or 
multifamily housing developments may affect local decision-making and delay 
approvals. 

• Infrastructure Costs: Developers may face high upfront costs to extend 
infrastructure (water, sewer, roads) to sites suitable for affordable housing, limiting 
financial feasibility. 

These barriers impact both the supply and accessibility of affordable housing for low- to 
moderate-income households. The City of Dalton will continue working with developers, 
nonprofit partners, and regional stakeholders to reduce or eliminate these barriers where 
feasible, including reviewing zoning policies, exploring incentives, and supporting public 
education on the benefits of affordable housing. A full summary of contributing factors 
and strategies can be found in the 2024 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, 
available on the City of Dalton’s website. 

Actions it planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that 
serve as barriers to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies 
affecting land, zoning ordinances, building codes, fees and charges, growth 
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limitations, and policies affecting the return on residential investment 

To address and reduce barriers to affordable housing, the City of Dalton plans to take 
several actions aimed at improving the local housing environment and encouraging the 
development and preservation of affordable units. These actions include: 

• Reviewing and Updating Zoning and Land Use Regulations: The City will continue 
evaluating its zoning ordinances and land use policies to identify opportunities to 
allow higher-density residential development, promote mixed-use zoning, and 
expand areas where multifamily and affordable housing can be built by right. 

• Exploring Development Incentives: The City will explore implementing incentives 
such as density bonuses, reduced permitting fees, or expedited review processes 
to attract developers to build affordable and workforce housing. 

• Supporting Rehabilitation of Existing Housing Stock: The City will continue investing 
in programs that assist homeowners and landlords with repairs and code 
compliance, which helps preserve existing affordable units and reduce the risk of 
displacement. 

• Encouraging Public-Private Partnerships: The City will work with nonprofit housing 
developers, community organizations, and private developers to identify available 
land and financing tools for affordable housing development. 

• Education and Outreach: The City will engage the community and local stakeholders 
to address misconceptions about affordable housing and increase public support 
through education and outreach efforts. 

• Coordination with Regional and State Partners: The City will coordinate with regional 
planning agencies and state housing authorities to align funding opportunities and 
planning efforts that reduce local barriers to affordable housing. 

Through these actions, Dalton aims to foster a more inclusive housing environment and 
support the development of safe, decent, and affordable housing options for low- to 
moderate-income residents. 

Discussion:  

Not Applicable. 

40



 

 Annual Action Plan 
 

31 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

AP-85 Other Actions – 91.220(k) 
Introduction:  

The Strategic Plan addresses the issue of meeting underserved needs through a variety of 

initiatives. Several of these initiatives are proposed for funding in this Annual Plan. As has 

been the situation in the past and most likely in the future the primary obstacle to these 

actions is a lack of funding. 

 

Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs 

To reduce barriers and improve service delivery, the City of Dalton, in coordination with the 

Georgia Balance of State Continuum of Care (CoC), will support the expansion and use of 

Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) technology to better connect service 

providers, improve data sharing, and standardize performance measurement across 

programs. 

The City will also review internal operations to identify opportunities for coordination 

across departments and programs to more effectively serve low- and moderate-income 

residents and underserved populations. 

In FY 2026, the City will prioritize efforts to: 

• Provide rental assistance to help prevent homelessness and housing instability  

• Support emergency shelter and services for victims of domestic violence through 

partnerships with local providers  

These actions are intended to improve access to housing resources, enhance service 

coordination, and ensure that vulnerable populations receive the support needed to achieve 

housing stability. 

Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing 

Affordable housing will be maintained and encouraged by the continuation of a minor 

home repair program to assist low-income families with remaining in their homes. To 

promote affordable housing and fair housing choice, the City will encourage and support 

fair housing rights for all and provide program funds to conduct outreach and education 

regarding the Fair Housing Law act of 1968.  

 

Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards 

Dalton through the Georgia State Department of Health educates the public on the hazards 

of lead-based paint and educates parents about protecting their children. In response to 
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lead-based paint hazards and the limited resources available, the City has planned a 

steady, long-term response in accordance with Federal lead-based paint standards, other 

applicable federal regulations, and local property standards. Government assisted housing 

rehabilitation projects will include the completion of a lead-based paint inspection 

according to HUD and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidelines.  

 

Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families 

Current programs that are designed to assist households with incomes below poverty 

level are provided by several local nonprofits. The City will continue to direct residents to 

these agencies for antipoverty assistance programs. The City’s highest poverty levels 

correspond with the target areas for CDBG funding. In the past, the City funded some of 

the nonprofits for housing needs and will continue in the future.  

 

The Antipoverty Strategy section of the Con Plan is to use CDBG funding to support public 

service activities and facilities that seek to reduce poverty through training, individual case 

management, and employment opportunities. The City will also partner with nonprofit 

agencies in support of affordable housing, work and employment opportunities.  

 

Actions planned to develop institutional structure  

The Finance Department manages all aspects of the grant programs perform in a 

concerted manner. The department recognizes the need to maintain a high level of 

coordination on projects involving other City departments, County departments, and/or 

non-profit organizations. This collaboration guarantees an efficient use of resources with 

maximum output in the form of accomplishments. 

 

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing and 

social service agencies 

The City of Dalton will continue to work with a broad cross-section of public, private, faith-

based, and community organizations to identify the needs of its citizens. Dalton will seek 

opportunities to participate in collaborative groups to streamline the actions of public 

service agencies to improve the lives of all persons in the city. These groups address a 

broad range of needs for families including homelessness, public safety, workforce 

development, literacy, and allocation of other resources. The creation of such an entity will 

allow local non-profit organizations to focus their efforts collectively and to avoid 

duplication of services within the City.  

 

Discussion:  

Not Applicable 
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Program Specific Requirements 

AP-90 Program Specific Requirements – 91.220(l)(1,2,4) 

Introduction:  

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)  
Reference 24 CFR 91.220(l)(1)  

Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified in the 
Projects Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that is included 
in projects to be carried out.  
 

Description of CDBG Funds Available Amount 

1. The total amount of program income that will have been received before  
the start of the next program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed 

0 

2. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be  
used during the year to address the priority needs and specific objectives  
identified in the grantee's strategic plan 

0 

3. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements 0 

4. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the  
planned use has not been included in a prior statement or plan. 

0 

5. The amount of income from float-funded activities 0 

Total Program Income 0 

 
Other CDBG Requirements   

 
1. The amount of urgent need activities 0 

2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities 
that benefit persons of low and moderate income 

80% 

 
 
 

43



 

 

P H O N E  

706-278-9500 

W E B S I T E  
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Georgia 30722 

MAYOR COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 

MEE TING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Mee�ng 

MEE TIN G DATE  JUNE 1, 2026 

AGENDA ITE M 

 Cer�fica�on of Consistency with Consolidated Plan – City of Refuge ES Grant 

DEPARTMEN T 

Finance 

REQUESTED BY 

Cindy Jackson 

REVIEWE D/APPROVED BY CITY AT TORNE Y?  

No 

COST NA 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGE T  

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDIN G BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION TO E XPLAIN THE REQUEST:  

THE CITY OF REFUGE IS APPLYING FOR AN EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT. TO BE ELIGIBLE, THE 
CITY OF REFUGE’S PROPOSED PROJECT MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH THE CITY OF DALTON’S 5-
YEAR CONSOLIDATED PLAN. THE PROJECT WILL SERVICE INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES 
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CITY’S CON-
PLAN. THE GRANT REQUEST IS $50,000 WITH A CITY OF REFUGE MATCH OF $100,000 AND WILL 
SERVE 150 INDIVIDUALS OVER THE GRANT PERIOD.   
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2026 ESG Application Documents Page 1 

Certification of Consistency with the Local HUD Consolidated Plan 

Note – Duplicate this form for multiple submissions if requesting ESG funds for projects within multiple Consolidated Plan Jurisdictions 

HUD Local Consolidated Plan Jurisdiction (Choose Only One): 

Albany     
Athens-Clarke  
Atlanta  
AugustaRichmond  
Brookhaven      
Brunswick 
Cherokee County 

Cobb County 
(including Marietta) 
 Columbus-Muscogee 
 Dalton 
 DeKalb County 
 Fulton County 

(including Roswell) 

Gainesville  
Gwinnett County  
Henry County   
Hinesville  
Clayton County  
Macon 
Rome  
Sandy Springs 

 Savannah 
 Valdosta 
 Warner Robins 

 Not Applicable for 
Balance of State 

Certification to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs: 

I certify that the proposed project(s) in the 2026 Emergency Solutions Grants Program Application submitted 
to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, as indicated below, is/are consistent with this jurisdiction’s 
current, approved Consolidated Plan. 

Applicant Legal Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Project Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Type: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Location(s) of the Project(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

In accordance with the HEARTH Act of 2009, Consolidated Plan jurisdictions must work to ensure the confidentiality 

of records pertaining to any individual served by a victim service provider who receives housing or services under 

any project assisted.  The address or location of any family violence facility assisted under this program will, except 

with written authorization of the person or persons responsible for the operation of such facility and program, not be 

made public.  The term `victim service provider' means a community-based organization whose primary mission is to 

provide services to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. Such term includes rape 

crisis centers, battered women's shelters, domestic violence transitional housing programs, and other programs. 

Name of the Federal Program to which the applicant is applying:  Emergency Solutions Grants  HOPWA

Name of Certifying Jurisdiction:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Typed Name and Title of Certifying Official of the Jurisdiction: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________ 

Please return executed Certification to Applicant.  This format designed and administered by the Office of 

Homeless and Special Needs Housing, GA Department of Community Affairs (DCA), 60 Executive Park South, 

NE, Atlanta, GA 30329.  DCA Contact:  LaDrina Jones, (470) 303-9865, email

LaDrina.Jones@dca.ga.gov

City of Refuge Dalton, Inc.
Pathways to Recovery and Opportunity

Supportive Services Only
Whitfield County

City of Dalton

Annalee Sams, Mayor

06/01/2026
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Overview of the Pathways to Recovery and Opportunity (PRO) Project 

City of Refuge Dalton requests Certification of Consistency for its proposed Supportive Services 
Only project, the Pathways to Recovery and Opportunity (PRO) Project, submitted under the 
2026 Georgia Balance of State Emergency Solutions Grant competition. The PRO Project will 
serve individuals and families experiencing homelessness in Dalton and Whitfield County, with 
a primary focus on women and children who are fleeing domestic violence, experiencing 
substance use disorders, or facing severe economic instability. 

The project will operate from City of Refuge Dalton’s Education and Workforce Development 
Center and will provide coordinated supportive services that remove barriers to housing stability 
and employment. Services will include case management, housing navigation, workforce 
development, substance use treatment delivered on-site through partner agencies, mental health 
support through partner agencies, transportation, childcare support, life skills training, benefits 
enrollment assistance, and legal services through a partner provider. 

The project is designed as a Standalone Supportive Services Only model for the Balance of State 
ESG. It will not provide housing support as part of this award and will not serve participants 
enrolled in a housing program operated by City of Refuge Dalton. The project will instead help 
participants stabilize through treatment engagement, service planning, and workforce 
development so they can access permanent housing placements through coordinated entry and 
external housing partners. The project will also provide limited short-term rental and utility 
stabilization support where needed to prevent returns to homelessness and support successful 
housing placements. 

The project requests $50,000 and expects to serve 150 individuals during the operating year. City 
of Refuge Dalton will meet match requirements through a $100,000 award from the Appalachian 
Regional Commission designated for PRO planning and implementation. 

How the Project Meets the Objectives of the City’s Consolidated Plan 

The PRO Project aligns with the City of Dalton’s Consolidated Plan priorities by reducing 
homelessness, preventing housing instability, expanding access to supportive services, and 
increasing economic mobility for households with low income and high barriers. The project 
addresses immediate needs that contribute to homelessness and housing loss, including limited 
income, untreated behavioral health needs, lack of transportation, childcare gaps, and difficulty 
accessing benefits and employment. 

The project advances the Consolidated Plan’s housing goals by supporting households to move 
toward permanent housing and remain stably housed once placed. Staff will coordinate with the 
local coordinated entry system and partner agencies to connect participants to appropriate 
housing resources. Case management and housing navigation will help participants complete 
assessments, gather documentation, communicate with landlords, and resolve barriers that delay 
housing placement. The project will also provide stabilization supports that strengthen housing 
retention, including budgeting, tenancy support, transportation, and ongoing follow-up that 
reduces the likelihood of returns to homelessness. 
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The project advances the Consolidated Plan’s community development and economic objectives 
by increasing employment readiness and earned income. City of Refuge Dalton will deliver job 
readiness training, digital literacy instruction, employment coaching, and industry-connected 
pathways through the Education and Workforce Development Center. The project will also 
coordinate with local employers and workforce partners to connect participants to job openings 
and training opportunities that lead to stable wages. These services help residents increase 
income, reduce reliance on emergency supports, and strengthen the local workforce. 

The project supports the Consolidated Plan’s emphasis on coordinated systems by integrating 
services across behavioral health, housing navigation, workforce development, and mainstream 
benefits. The project will connect eligible participants to Medicaid, SNAP, SSI, and workforce 
resources while coordinating care with community partners. This approach improves service 
efficiency, strengthens local partnerships, and increases the likelihood that households achieve 
long-term stability. 

By stabilizing households, increasing income, and reducing repeat episodes of homelessness, the 
PRO Project delivers measurable community benefit and directly supports the City of Dalton’s 
strategic goals for housing stability, economic resilience, and public well-being. 
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PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
MEETING TYPE 

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE 

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM 

Amendment to Professional Services Agreement with Consor North America 

DEPARTMENT 

Administration 

REQUESTED BY  

Andrew Parker 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY ATTORNEY? 

Yes 

COST 

Not to Exceed $82,154 

FUNDING SOURCE IF NOT IN BUDGET 

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF YOUR REQUEST, INCLUDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
TO EXPLAIN THE REQUEST:  

Amendment to General Professional Services Agreement with Consor North America for Mill Line 
Extension New Trail Alignment 
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AMENDMENT TO GENERAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT  

 
This Amendment to General Professional Services Agreement (this “Amendment”) is made and 

entered into this ____ day of _____________, 20___, and by and between the City of Dalton, a 
Georgia Municipal Corporation, hereinafter referred to as "CITY", and Consor North America, 
Inc., hereinafter referred to as "CONSULTANT”. 

 
W I T N E S S E T H: 

 
 WHEREAS, the parties entered into that certain General Professional Services Agreement dated 
February 17, 2025 (the “Agreement”), pursuant to which CITY engaged CONSULTANT to perform certain 
professional services stated in Exhibit A of the Agreement;   
 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement was amended previously to allow for additional ecological studies 
and costs for the same, and to revise the completion date;   
 

WHEREAS, the CITY has paid in full all costs due to date;  
 
 WHEREAS, the parties have determined that additional work is required as listed in Exhibit 1 to 
this Amendment;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration in the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) and hand paid, 
the premises contained herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which are hereby acknowledged the parties hereby agree as follows: 
 

1. The parties hereto acknowledge that the above recitals to this Amendment are true and 
correct, and agree that the same are incorporated by reference into the body of this Amendment. 

  
2. The parties do hereby agree to amend and modify the Agreement to provide that  

CONSULTANT shall complete the work set forth in Exhibit 1 to this Amendment for the costs set forth in 
Exhibit 1 to this Amendment, which costs shall not exceed the total sum of $82,154.00, in addition to the 
work set forth in the Agreement. 

 
3. The Agreement is hereby amended to provide that completion and delivery of the final 

plans referenced in Exhibit 1 to this Amendment shall occur no later than December 2, 2026, and final 
completion of all work contemplated by the Agreement, including work referenced in this Amendment, 
shall occur no later than June 30, 2027. CONSULTANT shall pay to CITY damages for delay provided for 
in Paragraph 7 of the Agreement upon failure of CONSULTANT to meet either deadline. 
 

4. Except as herein specifically modified, all of the terms, conditions, and provisions of the 
Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

5. This Amendment shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the parties hereto 
and their respective heirs, successors and assigns. 
 

6. All capitalized terms not defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the 
Agreement. 

 
7. Handwritten signatures to this Agreement transmitted by telecopy or electronic 

transmission (for example, through the use of a Portable Document Format or “PDF” file) shall be valid 
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and effective to bind the parties so signing.  It is expressly agreed that each party to this Amendment shall 
be bound by its own telecopied or electronically transmitted handwritten signature and shall accept the 
telecopy or electronically transmitted handwritten signature of the other party to this Amendment.  The 
parties hereto agree that the use of telecopied or electronic signatures for the execution of this Amendment 
shall be legal and binding and shall have the same full force and effect as if originally signed. 

 
8. This Amendment may be executed in several counterparts, and all such executed 

counterparts shall constitute the same agreement.  It shall be necessary to account for only one such 
counterpart in proving this Amendment. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their hands the day and year above written. 
 
CITY: 
City of Dalton, Georgia 
 
 
By:___________________________ 
Title: Mayor 
 
 
Attest:_________________________ 
Title: City Clerk 
 

CONSULTANT: 
Consor North American, Inc. 
 
 
By:__________________________ 
Title: 
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243 N. Hamilton Street, Suite 2 
Dalton, GA 30720 

706.508.4029 

www.consoreng.com 

 

 

May 18, 2026 
City of Dalton 
300 West Waugh Street 

Dalton, GA 30722 

RE: Mill Line Trail Extension Addendum for: 

New Trail Alignment 

 

 
Dear Mr. Parker, 

As per our discussions, we are submitting this addendum to the original agreement, dated February 
17, 2025, for the above referenced work; additional survey performed by Lewis & Associates Land 
Surveying, LLC (LALS); additional ecology field work and memo of findings performed by Edwards-
Pitman Environmental, Inc. (EPEI); geotechnical investigation – bridge borings performed by Geo-
Hydro Engineers, Inc. (GHI); additional design for horizontal and vertical alignment of the revised 
trail, additional hydraulic analysis, bridge design for new alignment by Consor. 
 
In general, the new alignment deviates from the original design by travelling along the west face of 
Mount Rachel, tying into the City’s existing trailhead at Chenille Drive, and proceeding north with a 
proposed pedestrian bridge parallel to the Chattanooga Avenue roadway bridge. It reduces 
pedestrian conflict points by eliminating one crossing and consolidating crossings at controlled 
locations, including a stop-controlled crossing at Coronet Drive and a hybrid pedestrian beacon at 
Chattanooga Avenue. 

 

Survey – Additional Area 
Supplemental survey needed to support final alignment development, drainage design, structure 
coordination, utility identification, property impacts, tie-ins, and final plan production. 

Additional Task 1 - Survey Fee: $14,900            

 

Ecology Survey – Additional Area 
It is necessary to conduct further field delineation of the revised trail alignment to verify that there 
is minimal or no impact to environmentally sensitive areas.  See attached for complete scope and 
fee from EPEI for this additional work. 

Additional Task 2 - Ecology Survey Fee: $8,254            
 

Geotechnical Bridge Borings 
The revised trail alignment will create a crossing in a different location over Mill Line Creek than was 
previously analyzed.  This new location will require geotechnical borings to determine the feasibility 
and design of the pedestrian bridge.  It is assumed that there will be 2 borings, each to a depth of 
60’. 

Additional Task 3 - Geotechnical  Fee: $9,000            
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243 N. Hamilton Street, Suite 2 
Dalton, GA 30720 

706.508.4029 

www.consoreng.com 

 

 

Corridor Revision 
Consor will complete alignment revisions necessary to establish the final horizontal and vertical 
geometry for the revised project.  This will include revised bridge plans, drainage, EPSC and cross 
sections. 
 
Consor will perform additional hydraulic design to determine effects of the bridge crossing in a 
different location over Mill Line and coordinate towards a “No-Rise Memorandum”.  It is assumed 
that given the previous analysis done and general knowledge of the area that a No-Rise is 
achievable.   
Additional Task 4 - Corridor Revision  Fee: $50,000 

 

 

Fee & Schedule 
Based on the scope and assumptions above, the total estimated lump sum fee to perform the 
tasks outlined in this supplemental proposal is summarized below. Given schedule durations as 
discussed previously with the City it is expected that the final plans can be delivered prior to the 
end of the year. It is requested that Consor’s contract duration be extended to June 30, 2027 to 
provide accommodation for any additional delays outside of Consor’s control. 
 

Task 1– Survey Additional Area $14,900 

Task 2 – Ecology Survey Additional Area $8,254  

Task 3 – Geotechnical Coordination $9,000  

Task 4 – Corridor Revision $50,000  

 

Supplement Total: $82,154             
 

We value our relationship with the city and the opportunity to continue to partner with you and your 
staff for this project.  If you have any questions, please contact me  
 
Sincerely, 
Consor North America, Inc. 
 
 

 
 
Sean Mayer, PE, Vice President/Area Principal Southeast Transportation 
Phone Number: 615.538.6940 | sean.mayer@consoreng.com  
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706-278-9500 
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300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/2/2025 

AGENDA ITEM  

Ordinance 26-07 – Cemetery Revision 

DEPARTMENT 

Public Works Department 

REQUESTED  BY 

Chad Townsend 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY AT TORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUM MARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDING BACKGROU ND 
INFORMATION TO EXPLA IN THE REQUEST:  

This request is to approve ordinance 26-07, a revision to the Cemeteries section within 
City ordinance. The revision of the ordinance removes any ambiguities regarding what is 
permissible on gravesites.   
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ORDINANCE 26-07 

To Amend Chapter 30 Of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia 
Captioned "Cemeteries"; To Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The 
Repeal Of Conflicting Ordinances; To Provide For Severability; And For Other 
Purposes. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton and by the authority of 

the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED as follows:  

Section 1.  

Chapter 30 of the 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia, captioned “Cemeteries” 

his hereby amended by striking, repealing and deleting Section 30-6 and Section 30-7 Chapter 6 in 

their entirety and substituting in lieu thereof a new Section 30-6 and Section 30-7 which shall read as 

follows: 

Chapter 30 CEMETERIES 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 30-6. Flowers, trees, and shrubs. 

(a) The city’s public works committee in conjunction with the city sexton is authorized to develop, maintain, and 
amend the West Hill Cemetery Policies and Procedures, which shall provide rules and regulations governing the
use and maintenance of the cemetery. The West Hill Cemetery Policies and Procedures may be inspected by the 
public at the public works department, the clerk’s office, or by reviewing the city’s website.

(b) Artificial flowers. Artificial arrangements will be removed from the cemetery by the city when they become
disarranged, if not in compliance with the West Hill Cemetery Policies and Procedures, or as needed for
maintenance or landscaping.

(c) New burials. When a new burial is made on any cemetery lot, all flowers will be removed after ten days,
except one artificial arrangement, which may remain provided that said artificial arrangement does not
interfere with maintenance or landscaping and provided that it complies with the West Hill Cemetery Policies
and Procedures.

(d) Seasonal arrangements. Seasonal arrangements shall be removed  no later than the 30 days following any
recognized holiday for which such arrangements have been placed. The sexton will remove any item that is
not removed by the 31st day following such holiday or any item that is not otherwise in compliance with the
West Hill Cemetery Policies and Procedures.

(e) Permanent planting. No permanent planting of any kind is allowed other than common areas planted by
the city or its authorized representatives.
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(f) Removal of detrimental trees and shrubs. If trees or shrubs situated in any lot in the old section of the
cemetery shall by their roots or branches become detrimental to adjacent lots or avenues or unsightly or
inconvenient to visitors, the cemetery sexton shall have the right to enter the lot and remove the trees and
shrubs or such parts thereof as he shall determine to be detrimental or unsightly or inconvenient.

Sec. 30-7. Permissible Items on Burial Lot 

No  items shall be placed upon a burial lot except such items as are specifically authorized by this Chapter or the  West Hill 
Policies and Procedures.   

Section 2. 

This Ordinance shall be effective upon the posting of this Ordinance in two (2) public places in the 

City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following its enactment by the Mayor and Council, the public 

health, safety, and welfare requiring it. 

Section 3. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 

Section 4. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton that the 

section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if any phrase, clause, 

sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a 

court of competent jurisdiction such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining 

phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance.  

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of __________, 2026. 

The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ____________________ and a second reading 

on ______________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the ordinance was made by 

Councilmember _________________, second by Councilmember ________________ and upon the question 

the vote is ____ ayes, ___ nays and the Ordinance is adopted. 

_____________________________________ 
MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEM 

ATTEST: 
______________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
 

MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM  

The request of M.C.W., Inc. to de-annex 0.3 acres located at 2209 Chattanooga, Dalton, Georgia at 
Tax Parcel 12-158-01-032 out of the City of Dalton into Whitfield County as General Commercial 
(C-2). Parcel (12-158-01-032) 

DEPARTMENT  

Planning and Zoning 

REQUESTED BY  

MCW Inc. 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY AT TORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUM MARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDING BACKGROU ND INFORMATION TO EX PLAIN 
THE REQUEST:  

Staff recommend approval and Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval with no 
public opposition.    
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 ORDINANCE 26-08 
 

To De-Annex certain real property of Ralph Eddie Fox Pursuant To Chapter 36, 
Title 36 Of The Official Code Of Georgia Annotated; To Provide An Effective 
Date; And For Other Purposes 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton and by authority of the 

same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED as follows: 

 Section 1: 

The area in the City of Dalton as described in Exhibit “A” (the “Property”), which is 

attached to and incorporated as a part of this ordinance, is hereby de-annexed from the City of 

Dalton, Georgia and ceases to be a part of said city.  

 Section 2. 

This Ordinance shall be effective on the 1st day of July, 2026. 

              Section 3. 

The acreage of the Property is approximately 0.3 acres. No streets or roads are affected 

by this de-annexation. 

Section 4. 

The City Clerk of the City of Dalton, Georgia is instructed to send a report that includes 

certified copies of this Ordinance, the name of the county in which the property being de-

annexed is located and a letter from the City stating the intent to delete the de-annexed area from 

the Census maps during the next survey and stating that the survey map will be completed and 

returned to the Census Bureau, Department of Community Affairs, and to the governing 

authority of Whitfield County, Georgia, within thirty (30) days after the effective date of the 

annexation as set forth above in Section 2. 

 Section 5. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 
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          Section 6. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton 

that the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if 

any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such 

unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance.  

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of __________, 2026.  

The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ____________________ and a 

second reading on ______________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the 

ordinance was made by Councilmember _________________, second by Councilmember 

________________ and upon the question the vote is ____ ayes, ___ nays and the Ordinance is 

adopted. 

 
_____________________________________ 
MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEM 

ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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(Parcel No. 12-158-01-032) 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 
All that tract or parcel of land situated, lying and being in Land Lot 158, 12th District, 3rd Section 
of Whitfield County, Georgia, and more particularly described as follows: 
 
Beginning at a point south 49 degrees 28 seconds east a distance of 140 feet from the southeast 
intersection of U.S. Highway 41 and King Road; thence from said POINT OF BEGINNING 
running along the south right of way of said U.S. Highway 41, south 49 degrees 28 minutes east 
a distance of 100 feet; thence south 42 degrees 47 minutes west a distance of 151.38 feet; thence 
north 56 degrees 36 minutes west a distance of 64.34 feet; thence north 29 degrees 47 minutes 
east a distance of 162.19 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. Said tract contains 0.30 acres and 
is designated as Tax Parcel 12-158-01-032. 
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A true copy of the foregoing Ordinance has been published in two public places within 

the City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following passage of the above-referenced 

Ordinance as of _____________________________. 

 
___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
CITY OF DALTON  
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DALTON-VARNELL-WHITFIELD COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

503 WEST WAUGH STREET 

DALTON, GA 30720 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  City of Dalton Mayor and Council    

  Andrew Parker 

  Jonathan Bledsoe   

  Jean Price-Garland   
   
FROM: Jim Lidderdale 

  Chairman 
 
DATE: May 27, 2026 

 
A. To hear the request of M.C.W., Inc. to de-annex 0.3 acres located at 2209 Chattanooga, 

Dalton, Georgia at Tax Parcel 12-158-01-032 out of the City of Dalton into Whitfield County as 

General Commercial (C-2). Parcel (12-158-01-032) (City)   
The most recent meeting of the Dalton-Varnell-Whitfield County Planning Commission was held on May 

26, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Whitfield County Courthouse meeting room.   A portion of the agenda 

included a public hearing concerning the above matter.  A quorum of six members of the Planning 

Commission was present.  All legal requirements for advertising and posting the public hearing were met.  

The petition was represented by Ethan Calhoun. 

 

Public Hearing Summary:   

Ethan Calhoun summarized the staff analysis, which recommended approval of the de-annexation Request. 

There were no further questions for Calhoun.  

With no further comments heard for or against, Chairman Lidderdale closed the public hearing at 

approximately 6:23 PM.  

 

Recommendation:     

Chairman Lidderdale sought a motion for the de-annexation request. Chris Shiflett made a motion to 

approve the de-annexation request. Brad Ramsey seconded the motion. There was a unanimous 

recommendation to approve the de-annexation (5-0).  
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STAFF ANALYIS 
DE-ANNEXATION REQUEST 

Unified Zoning Ordinance  
 
 

ZONING CASE:    
 
M.C.W., Inc. is seeking de-annexation of a parcel (#12-158-01-032) from The City of Dalton to 
Unincorporated Whitfield County located at 2209 Chattanooga Road within the General 
Commercial (C-2) zone district.  Dalton’s current corporate boundary flanks the subject 
property along all of its northern boundary, and unincorporated Whitfield County flanks the 
subject property along its east, south, and western boundaries.   
 
The surrounding land uses and zoning are as follows:  1) All adjacent tracts are zoned and developed 
for General Commercial (C-2).  The subject property’s zoning will not be affected by this annexation if 
it is approved since both the city and the county share a Unified Zoning Ordinance.    

 
CONSIDERING FACTORS FOR A REZONING/ANNEXATION ANALYSIS 

 
(A)  Whether the proposed amendment would allow a use that is generally suitable for the site 
compared to other possible uses and whether the proposed change is consistent with the 
established land use pattern and zoning of adjacent and nearby properties. 
As stated previously, the zoning of the subject property will not be changed in the event that it is de-
annexed from the City of Dalton into unincorporated Whitfield County since the City and County 
adopted the UZO in 2015.  The existing C-2 zoning is appropriate in regard to the existing land use in 
this area as well as the Comprehensive Plan and Future Development Map.  The annexation, if 
approved, would simply return the subject property to unincorporated Whitfield County jurisdiction.  
The subject property is flanked on three of its boundaries by unincorporated Whitfield County. 
 
(B)  Whether the proposed amendment would adversely affect the economic value or the uses 
of adjacent and nearby properties.  
No impact is expected if this annexation is approved as the subject property’s zoning will not change.   
 
(C)  Whether the subject property has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned, 
considering the suitability of the subject property for the proposed zoned uses.  
This annexation will not affect the subject property’s use or character.   
 
(D)  Whether there is relative gain to the health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public 
as compared to any hardship imposed upon the individual owner under the existing zoning.  
No impact.  The zoning will be the same, but the jurisdiction will change.  The property owners have 
completed an application to de-annex under the 100 percent method, which means it is by the choice 
of the property owner to be de-annexed.   
 
(E)  Whether the proposed amendment, if adopted or approved, would result in a use which 
would or could cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, schools, sewers, 
water resources, police and fire protection, or other utilities, as contrasted with the impact 
under the existing zoning.  
No impact is expected.  Service extensions to the area have occurred through the years.  Water and 
sewer utilities are already available to the subject property with no concern for capacity.  The 
annexation of the subject property would have a negligible impact on public utilities for this area. The 
subject property is served by both city and county emergency response through automatic aide 
agreements.      
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(F)  Whether the property sought to be annexed is in conformity with the policy and intent of 
the adopted joint comprehensive plan or equivalent.  If not, has the plan already been 
amended, officially or unofficially, by the development of uses which are contrary to the plan 
recommendation, and if the plan has been amended, does this rezoning or annexation request 
allow uses which are compatible to the existing uses in the vicinity.  
The subject property is within the Bypass Corridor character area.  This character area is shared by 
both Whitfield County and the City of Dalton.  This annexation would have no conflict with the 
Comprehensive Plan or Future Development Map based on the existing character of the subject 
property and adjacent zoning and development.   
 
(G)  Whether there are any other conditions or transitional patterns affecting the use and 
development of the property to be rezoned or annexed, which give grounds for approval or 
disapproval of the proposed zoning proposal.  Whether the proposed zoning change 
constitutes an “entering wedge” and is a deterrent to the use, improvement, or development 
of adjacent property within the surrounding zone districts or would create an isolated, 
unrelated district (spot zone) as interpreted by current Georgia law.   
This request, if approved, would not create an unincorporated county island, and therefore, should 
have no impact on service delivery.    
 
(H)  Whether the subject property, as currently zoned, is vacant and undeveloped for a long 
period of time, considered in the context of land development in the vicinity or whether there 
are environmental or cultural factors, like steep slopes, flood plain, storm water, or historical 
issues that influence the development of the subject property under any zoning designation. 
N/A 
 
CONCLUSION:  The staff recommendation is that the subject property is compatible for de-
annexation into unincorporated Whitfield County.  The request is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan, and the uses and zoning of adjacent properties.  The subject property’s 
C-2 zoning will remain due to the Unified Zoning Ordinance shared by the city and county.   
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P H ON E  

706-278-9500 

W E BS I T E  

www.daltonga.gov 

A D D RES S  

300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
Georgia 30722 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
 

MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM  

The request of John S. Suttles to rezone from Medium Density Single Family Residential (R-3) to Rural Residential 
(R-5) a tract of land totaling 0.25 acres located on Dozier Street, Dalton, Georgia. Parcel (12-217-07-006)  

DEPARTMENT  

Planning and Zoning 

REQUESTED BY  

John Suttles 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY AT TORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUM MARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDING BACKGROU ND INFORMATION TO EX PLAIN 
THE REQUEST:  

Staff recommend approval and Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval with no 
public opposition.    
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ORDINANCE NO. 26-09 
 
 

To rezone certain property of Amin Ali from a Medium Density Single Family 
Residential (R-3) Classification to a Rural Residential (R-5) Classification;  to 
provide for an effective date; to provide for the repeal of conflicting ordinances; to 
provide for severability; and for other purposes. 

 

WHEREAS, Amin Ali, by and through his authorized agent, John Suttles, has petitioned 
for rezoning of certain real Property he owns from  R-3 classification to R-5 classification;  

 
 WHEREAS, the application for rezoning appears to be in proper form and made by all 
owners of the Property sought to be rezoned; 

 WHEREAS, the rezoning is in conformity with the City of Dalton Joint Comprehensive Plan; 
and 

 WHEREAS, all other procedures as required by Georgia law have been followed. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Dalton and by authority of the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, as follows: 
 

Section 1. 
 

The real property located within the city limits, which is identified as Tax Parcel No. 12-
217-07-006 (the “Property”), is hereby rezoned from R-3 classification to R-5 classification.  
 

Section 2. 
 

This Ordinance shall be effective as of the date of approval of this Ordinance.  
 

Section 3. 
 

The City Clerk or designated City staff members shall ensure that the Dalton-Whitfield 
Zoning Administrator is provided a copy of this ordinance and that this rezoning is recorded on 
the Official Zoning Map of Whitfield County, Georgia. 

 
Section 4. 

 
All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed. 

 
 
 

91



Section 5. 
 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton that 
the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if any 
phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall 
not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this 
Ordinance.  

 
SO ORDAINED this ______day of _____________, 2026. 

 
The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ________________ and a second reading 
on __________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the ordinance was made 
by Councilmember _______________________, seconded by Councilmember 
____________________, and upon the question the vote is ______ ayes, ______ nays, and the 
Ordinance is adopted. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________________ 
CITY CLERK      MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
 
 
 

A true copy of the foregoing Ordinance has been published in two public places within the 
City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following passage of the above-referenced Ordinance 
as of ________________________________________. 
 

 

       ________________________________ 
       CITY CLERK, CITY OF DALTON 
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DALTON-VARNELL-WHITFIELD COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

503 WEST WAUGH STREET 

DALTON, GA 30720 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  City of Dalton Mayor and Council    

  Andrew Parker 

  Jonathan Bledsoe   

  Jean Price-Garland   
   
FROM: Jim Lidderdale 

  Chairman 
 
DATE: May 27, 2026 

 
A. To hear the request of John S. Suttles to rezone from Medium Density Single Family 

Residential (R-3) to Rural Residential (R-5) a tract of land totaling 0.25 acres located on Dozier 

Street, Dalton, Georgia. Parcel (12-217-07-006) (City)   

The most recent meeting of the Dalton-Varnell-Whitfield County Planning Commission was held on May 

26, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Whitfield County Courthouse meeting room.   A portion of the agenda 

included a public hearing concerning the above matter.  A quorum of six members of the Planning 

Commission was present.  All legal requirements for advertising and posting the public hearing were met.  

The petition was represented by John Suttles. 

 

Public Hearing Summary:   

Ethan Calhoun summarized the staff analysis, which recommended approval of the requested R-5 rezoning 

of the subject property. There were no further questions for Calhoun.  

John Suttles represented the petition.  Brad Ramsey confirmed with Suttles that only one duplex was 

planned to be constructed on the subject property.  

With no other comments heard for or against, Chairman Lidderdale closed the public hearing at 

approximately 6:11 PM.  

 

Recommendation:     

Chairman Lidderdale sought a motion for the R-5 rezoning. Steve Laird made a motion to approve the R-

5 rezoning. Chris Shiflett seconded the motion. There was a unanimous recommendation to approve the 

R-5 rezoning (5-0).  
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
REZONING REQUEST 

Unified Zoning Ordinance  
 

ZONING CASE:  John Suttles is seeking to rezone a tract of land from Medium-Density Single-
Family Residential (R-3) to Rural Residential (R-5) (parcel 12-217-07-006), containing a total of 0.25 
acres located Dozier Street.  The subject property is undeveloped.  The petitioner's request was 
made in order to build a duplex dwelling on the subject property.     
 
The surrounding uses and zoning are as follows: The subject property is flanked along its northern 
boundary by the R-3 zone district with two adjacent lots that each contains a single-family detached 
dwelling.  To the east are two adjacent tracts of land zoned M-2 and R-3.  The eastern adjacent M-2 tract 
of land contains a small industrial/warehouse structure.  The eastern adjacent R-3 tract of land contains 
a single-family detached dwelling.  To the south are two adjacent lots that each contains a single-family 
detached dwelling.  To the west is an tract of land zoned R-3 that contains an accessory structure. 
 
The subject property is partly within the jurisdiction of the City of Dalton Mayor and Council. 
 

CONSIDERING FACTORS FOR A REZONING/ANNEXATION ANALYSIS 
 
(A) Whether the proposed amendment would allow a use that is generally suitable for the site 
compared to other possible uses and whether the proposed change is consistent with the 
established land use pattern and zoning of adjacent and nearby properties. 
The subject property is undeveloped and has the potential for either a single-family detached dwelling or 
a duplex dwelling.  The proposed R-5 rezoning would not be out of place in this area, even though the 
R-3 zoned district is the dominant residential zoned district.  R-3 and R-5 zone districts have the same 
minimum lot size and width.  The primary difference between R-3 and R-5 is that manufactured homes 
and duplexes are permitted in the R-5 zone district.  The introduction of a multi-family land use within an 
R-3 zone district would be of more concern if the R-7 High Density Residential zone district wasn’t already 
well established near the subject property along Dozier Street.   
 
(B) Whether the proposed R-5 amendment would adversely affect the economic value or the 
uses of adjacent and nearby properties.  
Based on the established adjacent neighborhoods, the installation of a single duplex dwelling on the 
subject property would be unlikely to have a negative impact on the values of the adjacent properties.  
The adjacent R-7 zone district has already been established within this neighborhood, so there will be no 
change in the character of the area.  
 
(C) Whether the subject property has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned, 
considering the suitability of the subject property for the proposed zoned uses.   
The subject property could be developed with a conventional single-family detached dwelling.  The R-5 
rezoning would allow for the construction of a duplex dwelling.  A single duplex dwelling on the subject 
property would be a reasonable use given the adjacent zoning and development as well as the existing 
water and sewer infrastructure at this location.   
 
(D) Whether there is relative gain to the health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public 
as compared to any hardship imposed upon the individual owner under the existing zoning.  
N/A 
 
(E) Whether the proposed R-5 amendment, if adopted or approved, would result in a use which 
would or could cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, schools, sewers, water 
resources, police and fire protection, or other utilities, as contrasted with the impact under the 
existing zoning.  
The limited development potential of the subject property due to its size and road frontage prevent any 
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development potential that would burden public utilities or infrastructure.  The proposed development is 
within an area of the city appropriate for multi-family development.    
 
(F) Whether the property sought to be rezoned (or annexed) is in conformity with the policy 
and intent of the adopted joint comprehensive plan or equivalent.  If not, has the plan already 
been amended, officially or unofficially, by the development of uses which are contrary to the 
plan recommendation, and if the plan has been amended, does this rezoning or annexation 
request allow uses which are compatible to the existing uses in the vicinity.  
The subject property is within the Suburban character area of the Joint Comprehensive Plan.  This 
character area is intended to represent existing developed single-family detached neighborhoods.  One 
of the intents of this character area is to preserve the established character and pattern of development 
in the area.  While the majority of adjacent and surrounding dwellings are not duplexes or muti-family, 
there are a number of multi-family zone districts and dwellings in the surrounding area.  The Dozier Street 
neighborhood would not be compromised by the introduction of a single duplex.   
 
(G) Whether there are any other conditions or transitional patterns affecting the use and 
development of the property to be rezoned or annexed, which give grounds for approval or 
disapproval of the proposed zoning proposal.  Whether the proposed zoning change constitutes 
an “entering wedge” and is a deterrent to the use, improvement, or development of adjacent 
property within the surrounding zone districts or would create an isolated, unrelated district (spot 
zone) as interpreted by current Georgia law.  
The proposed rezoning would create an island of R-5 zoning.  However, the adjacent R-7 zone district 
and nearby apartment development indicate a multi-family character would not disrupt the integrity of the 
residential neighborhood.  Therefore, this R-5 rezoning would not raise concern regarding spot zoning or 
an entering wedge of dissimilar development.        
 
(H) Whether the subject property, as currently zoned, is vacant and undeveloped for a long 
period of time, considered in the context of land development in the vicinity or whether there are 
environmental or cultural factors, like steep slopes, flood plain, storm water, or historical issues 
that influence the development of the subject property under any zoning designation. 
N/A 
 
CONCLUSION:     
The staff can provide a recommendation to approve the R-5 rezoning of the subject property based on 
the following factors: 
 

1. The requested rezoning would not change the character of the area based on the size of the 
subject property and established multi-family zoning and development in the area along Dozier 
Street. 
 

2. The size of the subject property and limitations of the R-5 zone district should mitigate the impact 
of any major development.   

 

3. The R-5 zone district would not conflict with the intent of the Suburban character area shown on 
the Future Development Map in the Joint Comprehensive Plan based on the existing development 
pattern of this neighborhood.  
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P H ON E  

706-278-9500 

W E BS I T E  

www.daltonga.gov 

A D D RES S  

300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
Georgia 30722 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
 

MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM  

The request of Debo’s Diner Investments, LLC to rezone from General Commercial    (C-2) Cond to General 
Commercial (C-2) Cond conforming to Dalton Gateway Corridor Overlay District, a tract of land totaling 3.42 
acres located at 525 and 527 S. Tibbs Road, Dalton, Georgia. Parcels (12-260-16-000 and 12-260-03-000) 

DEPARTMENT  

Planning and Zoning 

REQUESTED BY  

Jake Bearden 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY AT TORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUM MARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDING BACKGROU ND INFORMATION TO EX PLAIN 
THE REQUEST:  

Staff recommend approval and Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval with no 
public opposition.    
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ORDINANCE NO. 26-10 
 
 

To rezone certain property of Debo’s Diners Investments, LLC from a General 
Commercial (C-2) Conditional Classification to a General Commercial (C-2) 
Conditional Classification removing only certain conditions stated on Ordinance 
08-11;  to provide for an effective date; to provide for the repeal of conflicting 
ordinances; to provide for severability; and for other purposes. 

 

WHEREAS, Debo’s Diners Investments, LLC, has petitioned for rezoning of certain real 
Property it owns from  C-2 conditional classification to C-2 conditional classification with the 
removal of the following condition stated in Ordinance 08-11 requiring that the Property: “shall 
include, contemporaneously with the development of the property, the relocation of the property’s 
access to Tibbs Road to a location directly across from the second western right-of-way curb cut 
on Tibbs Road north of Walnut Avenue and the permanent closure of the original access”;  

 
 WHEREAS, the application for rezoning appears to be in proper form and made by all 
owners of the Property sought to be rezoned; 

 WHEREAS, the rezoning is in conformity with the City of Dalton Joint Comprehensive Plan; 
and 

 WHEREAS, all other procedures as required by Georgia law have been followed. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Dalton and by authority of the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, as follows: 
 

Section 1. 
 

The real property located within the city limits, which is identified as Tax Parcel Nos. 12-
260-16-000 and  12-260-03-000 (collectively the “Property”), is hereby rezoned from C-2 
conditional classification to C-2 conditional classification, with the condition set forth in item 
(b)(iv) in Section 4 of Ordinance 08-11, which stated the Property “shall include, 
contemporaneously with the development of the property, the relocation of the property’s access 
to Tibbs Road to a location directly across from the second western right-of-way curb cut on Tibbs 
Road north of Walnut Avenue and the permanent closure of the original access,” being hereby 
repealed and deleted.  

Section 2. 
 
All other conditions for zoning of the Property as C-2 stated in Ordinance 08-11 remain in 

full force and effect such that the Property: 
 

(1) shall not be developed for use or used as a convenience store;  
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(2) shall not be developed for use or used as a retail gas or service station; 

(3) shall not be developed for use or used as a quick service restaurant or a 

business that offers a drive through service; and  

(4) shall not have any signage that exceeds in height the lesser of thirty-five (35) 

feet and the maximum sign height allowed under the city’s zoning and sign 

ordinances. 

Section 3. 
 

This Ordinance shall be effective as of the date of approval of this Ordinance.  
 

Section 4. 
 

The City Clerk or designated City staff members shall ensure that the Dalton-Whitfield 
Zoning Administrator is provided a copy of this ordinance and that this rezoning is recorded on 
the Official Zoning Map of Whitfield County, Georgia. 

 
Section 5. 

 
All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed. 

 
Section 6. 

 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton that 

the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if any 
phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall 
not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this 
Ordinance.  

 
SO ORDAINED this ______day of _____________, 2026. 

 
The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ________________ and a second reading 
on __________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the ordinance was made 
by Councilmember _______________________, seconded by Councilmember 
____________________, and upon the question the vote is ______ ayes, ______ nays, and the 
Ordinance is adopted. 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________________ 
CITY CLERK      MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
 
 
 

A true copy of the foregoing Ordinance has been published in two public places within the 
City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following passage of the above-referenced Ordinance 
as of ________________________________________. 
 

 

       ________________________________ 
       CITY CLERK, CITY OF DALTON 
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DALTON-VARNELL-WHITFIELD COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

503 WEST WAUGH STREET 

DALTON, GA 30720 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  City of Dalton Mayor and Council    

  Andrew Parker 

  Jonathan Bledsoe   

  Jean Price-Garland   
   
FROM: Jim Lidderdale 

  Chairman 
 
DATE: May 27, 2026 

 
A. To hear the request of Debo’s Diner Investments, LLC to rezone from General Commercial    

(C-2) Cond to General Commercial (C-2) Cond conforming to Dalton Gateway Corridor Overlay 

District, a tract of land totaling 3.42 acres located at 525 and 527 S. Tibbs Road, Dalton, Georgia. 

Parcels (12-260-16-000 and 12-260-03-000) (City)   
The most recent meeting of the Dalton-Varnell-Whitfield County Planning Commission was held on May 

26, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Whitfield County Courthouse meeting room.   A portion of the agenda 

included a public hearing concerning the above matter.  A quorum of six members of the Planning 

Commission was present.  All legal requirements for advertising and posting the public hearing were met.  

The petition was represented by Jake Bearden. 

 

Public Hearing Summary:   

Ethan Calhoun summarized the staff analysis, which recommended approval of the requested C-2 

conditional rezoning of the subject property by summarizing the staff analysis. There were no further 

questions for Calhoun.  

Jake Bearden represented the petition by noting the original condition from the subject property’s 

annexation and zoning in 2008.  Bearden noted the significant redevelopment of the former K-Mart property 

across Tibbs Road that prompted the need to alter the condition limiting access to the subject property.  

Bearden stated that the plans for the subject property will include one new commercial building as well as 

connecting the parking lot of Ateak and Shake in order to limit that entrance to right-in and right-out with 

an additional access on the northern portion of the subject property.    

With no other comments heard for or against, Chairman Lidderdale closed the public hearing at 

approximately 6:17 PM.  

 

Recommendation:     

Chairman Lidderdale sought a motion for the C-2 Conditional rezoning. Octavio Perez made a motion to 

approve the C-2 Conditional rezoning. Steve Laird seconded the motion. There was a unanimous 

recommendation to approve the C-2 Conditional rezoning (5-0).  
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
REZONING REQUEST 

Unified Zoning Ordinance  
 

ZONING CASE:  Debo’s Diners is seeking to amend rezoning conditions on two adjacent tracts of 
land zoned General Commercial- Conditional (C-2 Cond.) (parcel 12-260-16-000 and 12-260-03-
000), containing a total of 3.42 acres located at 525 and 527 Tibbs Road.  The subject property is 
undeveloped.  The petitioner's request was made in order to amend one condition regarding the subject 
property’s driveway access.     
 
The surrounding uses and zoning are as follows: The subject property is flanked along its north and east 
by an undeveloped tracts of land zoned R-2 that is owned by the City of Dalton.  To the south, the subject 
property is adjacent to a tract of land zoned C-2 that contains a restaurant.  To the west is a tract of land 
zoned C-2 that contains a commercial building across Tibbs Road.  
 
The subject property lies in the convergence of the C-2 and R-2 zone districts.  
 
The subject property is partly within the jurisdiction of the City of Dalton Mayor and Council. 
 

CONSIDERING FACTORS FOR A REZONING/ANNEXATION ANALYSIS 
 
(A) Whether the proposed amendment would allow a use that is generally suitable for the site 
compared to other possible uses and whether the proposed change is consistent with the 
established land use pattern and zoning of adjacent and nearby properties. 
The subject property is on the boundary of the commercial and residential zone districts.  The proposed 
zoning action would not alter the C-2 zoning of the subject property.  The subject property was annexed 
into the City of Dalton and zoned C-2 with the following conditions: 1. The subject property shall not be 
developed for use or used as a convenience store; 2. The subject property shall not be developed or 
used as a retail gas or service station; 3. Shall not be developed for use or used as a quick service 
restaurant or business that offers drive through service; 4. Shall include contemporaneously with the 
development of the property, the relocation of the property’s access to Tibbs Road to a location directly 
across from the second western right-of-way curb cut on Tibbs Road north of Walnut Avenue and the 
permanent closure of the original access;  5. Shall not have any signage that exceeds in height the lesser 
of thirty-five (35) feet and the maximum sign height allowed under the city’s zoning and sign ordinances.  
The petitioner’s request to remove condition 4 stems from a recommendation from the City of Dalton 
Public Works Department due to existing congestion associated with the existing condition.  City public 
works staff recommend a driveway access further north than the current condition specifies.      
 
(B) Whether the proposed C-2 Conditional amendment would adversely affect the economic 
value or the uses of adjacent and nearby properties.  
The proposed rezoning condition alteration will have no effect on any of the adjacent and nearby 
properties as the underlying zoning and all other conditions will remain in effect. 
 
(C) Whether the subject property has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned, 
considering the suitability of the subject property for the proposed zoned uses.   
The subject property’s potential for development will be unchanged in terms of land use if the proposed 
condition amendment is approved.  The proposed condition amendment will simply allow the discretion 
of driveway placement to be determined by the City of Dalton Public Works Department.   
 
(D) Whether there is relative gain to the health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public 
as compared to any hardship imposed upon the individual owner under the existing zoning.  
N/A 
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(E) Whether the proposed C-2 Conditional amendment, if adopted or approved, would result 
in a use which would or could cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, schools, 
sewers, water resources, police and fire protection, or other utilities, as contrasted with the 
impact under the existing zoning.  
The proposed rezoning condition amendment will allow for the City of Dalton Public Works Department 
to determine the location of the subject property’s driveway access in order to improve traffic safety as 
compared to the existing condition.     
 
(F) Whether the property sought to be rezoned (or annexed) is in conformity with the policy 
and intent of the adopted joint comprehensive plan or equivalent.  If not, has the plan already 
been amended, officially or unofficially, by the development of uses which are contrary to the 
plan recommendation, and if the plan has been amended, does this rezoning or annexation 
request allow uses which are compatible to the existing uses in the vicinity.  
The subject property is within the Regional Activity Center character area of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan.  This character area is intended to promote commercial and high-density residential land use.  The 
proposed C-2 Conditional rezoning will have no impact on the type of development permitted on the 
subject property.  The existing C-2 zone district is a good fit for the subject property based on the Regional 
Activity Center,       
 
(G) Whether there are any other conditions or transitional patterns affecting the use and 
development of the property to be rezoned or annexed, which give grounds for approval or 
disapproval of the proposed zoning proposal.  Whether the proposed zoning change constitutes 
an “entering wedge” and is a deterrent to the use, improvement, or development of adjacent 
property within the surrounding zone districts or would create an isolated, unrelated district (spot 
zone) as interpreted by current Georgia law.  
The subject property will remain zoned C-2 Conditional, if approved.   
 
(H) Whether the subject property, as currently zoned, is vacant and undeveloped for a long 
period of time, considered in the context of land development in the vicinity or whether there are 
environmental or cultural factors, like steep slopes, flood plain, storm water, or historical issues 
that influence the development of the subject property under any zoning designation. 
N/A 
 
CONCLUSION:     
The staff can provide a recommendation to approve the C-2 Conditional rezoning of the subject property 
based on the following factors: 
 

1. The requested rezoning condition amendment will not change the character of the area based on 
the existing zoning and four additional conditions that will remain in effect on the subject property. 

 
2. The subject property is within the Regional Activity Center character area in the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan.  This rezoning will remain a good fit for the subject property based on the 
Future Development Map. 
 

Motion Recommendation: Remove condition iv., Shall include contemporaneously with the 
development of the property, the relocation of the property’s access to Tibbs Road to a location directly 
across from the second western right-of-way curb cut on Tibbs Road north of Walnut Avenue and the 
permanent closure of the original access, from the subject property’s zoning.  Replace condition iv. with 
the following condition, “Driveway access shall be determined by the City of Dalton Public Works 
Department.” 

 

 

115



116



117



118



119



120



All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lot 260 of the 12th District and 3rd Section of 
Whitfield County, Georgia and designated as Lot 1 per plat of survey prepared by Paul Christopher Farris 
of Hopkins Surveying Group, Georgia Registered Land Surveyor No. 2957, dated October 6, 2022, and 
recorded in Plat Book F, Page 930, in the office of the Clerk of the Whitfield County Superior Court.  Said 
Lot contains 3.42 acres, more or less. 
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P H ON E  

706-278-9500 

W E BS I T E  

www.daltonga.gov 

A D D RES S  

300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
Georgia 30722 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
 

MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM  

The request of Love Funeral Home to rezone from Neighborhood Commercial (C-1) to General 
Commercial (C-2) a tract of land totaling 3.21 acres located at 1402 N. Thornton Avenue, Dalton, 
Georgia. Parcel (12-160-10-000) 

DEPARTMENT  

Planning and Zoning 

REQUESTED BY  

Lindsey Jenkins 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY AT TORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF  NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUM MARY OF YOUR REQUEST,  INCLUDING BACKGROU ND INFORMATION TO EX PLAIN 
THE REQUEST:  

Staff recommend approval and Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval with no 
public opposition.    
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ORDINANCE NO. 26-11 
 
 

To rezone certain property of Love Funeral Home, Inc. from a Neighborhood 
Commercial (C-1) Classification to a General Commercial (C-2) Classification;  to 
provide for an effective date; to provide for the repeal of conflicting ordinances; to 
provide for severability; and for other purposes. 

 

WHEREAS, Love Funeral Home, Inc., by and through its authorized agent, Lindsey 
Jenkins, has petitioned for rezoning of certain real Property it owns from  C-1 classification to C-
2 classification;  

 
 WHEREAS, the application for rezoning appears to be in proper form and made by all 
owners of the Property sought to be rezoned; 

 WHEREAS, the rezoning is in conformity with the City of Dalton Joint Comprehensive Plan; 
and 

 WHEREAS, all other procedures as required by Georgia law have been followed. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Dalton and by authority of the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, as follows: 
 

Section 1. 
 

The real property located within the city limits, which is identified as Tax Parcel No. 12-
160-10-000 (the “Property”), is hereby rezoned from C-1 classification to C-2 classification.  
 

Section 2. 
 

This Ordinance shall be effective as of the date of approval of this Ordinance.  
 

Section 3. 
 

The City Clerk or designated City staff members shall ensure that the Dalton-Whitfield 
Zoning Administrator is provided a copy of this ordinance and that this rezoning is recorded on 
the Official Zoning Map of Whitfield County, Georgia. 

 
Section 4. 

 
All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed. 
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Section 5. 

 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton that 

the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if any 
phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall 
not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this 
Ordinance.  

 
SO ORDAINED this ______day of _____________, 2026. 

 
The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ________________ and a second reading 
on __________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the ordinance was made 
by Councilmember _______________________, seconded by Councilmember 
____________________, and upon the question the vote is ______ ayes, ______ nays, and the 
Ordinance is adopted. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________________ 
CITY CLERK      MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
 
 
 

A true copy of the foregoing Ordinance has been published in two public places within the 
City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following passage of the above-referenced Ordinance 
as of ________________________________________. 
 

 

       ________________________________ 
       CITY CLERK, CITY OF DALTON 
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DALTON-VARNELL-WHITFIELD COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

503 WEST WAUGH STREET 

DALTON, GA 30720 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  City of Dalton Mayor and Council    

  Andrew Parker 

  Jonathan Bledsoe   

  Jean Price-Garland   
   
FROM: Jim Lidderdale 

  Chairman 
 
DATE: May 27, 2026 

 
A. To hear the request of Love Funeral Home to rezone from Neighborhood Commercial (C-1) 

to General Commercial (C-2) a tract of land totaling 3.21 acres located at 1402 N. Thornton 

Avenue, Dalton, Georgia. Parcel (12-160-10-000) (City)   
The most recent meeting of the Dalton-Varnell-Whitfield County Planning Commission was held on May 

26, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Whitfield County Courthouse meeting room.   A portion of the agenda 

included a public hearing concerning the above matter.  A quorum of six members of the Planning 

Commission was present.  All legal requirements for advertising and posting the public hearing were met.  

The petition was represented by Lindsey Jenkins. 

 

Public Hearing Summary:   

Brad Ramsey recused himself from this agenda item.  Ethan Calhoun summarized the staff analysis, which 

recommended approval of the requested C-2 rezoning of the subject property. There were no further 

questions for Calhoun.  

Lindsey Jenkins represented the petition and stated that the proposed crematorium will be located within 

the existing building on the subject property.  

With no other comments heard for or against, Chairman Lidderdale closed the public hearing at 

approximately 6:20 PM.  

 

Recommendation:     

Chairman Lidderdale sought a motion for the C-2 rezoning. Octavio Perez made a motion to approve the 

C-2 rezoning. Chris Shiflett seconded the motion. There was a unanimous recommendation to approve the 

C-2 rezoning (4-0). Brad Ramsey recused himself from the vote.  
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
REZONING REQUEST 

Unified Zoning Ordinance  
 

ZONING CASE:  Love Funeral Home is seeking to rezone a tract of land from Neighborhood 
Commercial (C-1) to General Commercial (C-2) (parcel 12-160-10-000), containing a total of 3.21 
acres located at 1402 North Thornton Avenue.  The subject property contains a funeral home.  The 
petitioner's request was made in order to build a crematory on-site.     
 
The surrounding uses and zoning are as follows: The subject property is flanked along its northern and 
eastern boundaries by the C-2 zone district on a single tract of undeveloped land.  To the south is a tract 
of land zoned C-1 that contains a church.  To the west are four tracts of land across N. Thornton Ave. 
zoned C-2 that are all part of the hospital campus. 
 
The subject property is partly within the jurisdiction of the City of Dalton Mayor and Council. 
 

CONSIDERING FACTORS FOR A REZONING/ANNEXATION ANALYSIS 
 
(A) Whether the proposed amendment would allow a use that is generally suitable for the site 
compared to other possible uses and whether the proposed change is consistent with the 
established land use pattern and zoning of adjacent and nearby properties. 
The subject property has been developed as a funeral home for a number of decades.  The majority of 
adjacent and surrounding property is zoned and developed as C-2, General Commercial.  The proposed 
rezoning would allow for the installation of a crematorium on the subject property in conjunction to the 
existing funeral home.  It is likely that the proposed rezoning, if approved, would go unnoticed by the 
adjacent and nearby properties.     
 
(B) Whether the proposed C-2 amendment would adversely affect the economic value or the 
uses of adjacent and nearby properties.  
There is no expectation for a negative impact on the values of the adjacent and nearby properties based 
on the established development and zoning pattern of this area.   
 
(C) Whether the subject property has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned, 
considering the suitability of the subject property for the proposed zoned uses.   
The subject property is in legal non-conforming status as it is currently zoned.  The proposed zoning 
would bring the subject property into conforming status as well as allow for any expansions or additions, 
such as the proposed crematorium.  
 
(D) Whether there is relative gain to the health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public 
as compared to any hardship imposed upon the individual owner under the existing zoning.  
N/A 
 
(E) Whether the proposed C-2 amendment, if adopted or approved, would result in a use which 
would or could cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, schools, sewers, water 
resources, police and fire protection, or other utilities, as contrasted with the impact under the 
existing zoning.  
The surrounding area is largely zoned and developed for general commercial land use with a number of 
high-intensity development, such as the adjacent hospital.  The proposed rezoning would simply allow 
for the subject property to be in conforming status, which would allow for expansion so long as all other 
ordinance requirements are met.  No notable increases on public utilities or infrastructure are expected 
to create a burden. 
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(F) Whether the property sought to be rezoned (or annexed) is in conformity with the policy 
and intent of the adopted joint comprehensive plan or equivalent.  If not, has the plan already 
been amended, officially or unofficially, by the development of uses which are contrary to the 
plan recommendation, and if the plan has been amended, does this rezoning or annexation 
request allow uses which are compatible to the existing uses in the vicinity.  
The subject property is within the Medical District character area of the Joint Comprehensive Plan.  This 
character area is intended to promote zoning and development that support or are compatible with the 
adjacent hospital.  While a funeral home is not directly linked to medical uses, a funeral home is a 
compatible use within the medical district.     
 
(G) Whether there are any other conditions or transitional patterns affecting the use and 
development of the property to be rezoned or annexed, which give grounds for approval or 
disapproval of the proposed zoning proposal.  Whether the proposed zoning change constitutes 
an “entering wedge” and is a deterrent to the use, improvement, or development of adjacent 
property within the surrounding zone districts or would create an isolated, unrelated district (spot 
zone) as interpreted by current Georgia law.  
The proposed rezoning would simply increase the size of the existing C-2 zone district.   
 
(H) Whether the subject property, as currently zoned, is vacant and undeveloped for a long 
period of time, considered in the context of land development in the vicinity or whether there are 
environmental or cultural factors, like steep slopes, flood plain, storm water, or historical issues 
that influence the development of the subject property under any zoning designation. 
N/A 
 
CONCLUSION:     
The staff can provide a recommendation to approve the C-2 rezoning of the subject property based on 
the following factors: 
 

1. The requested rezoning would not change the character of the area based on the existing zoning 
and development of the area and long-standing use of the subject property as a funeral home. 
 

2. There is no anticipation that the C-2 rezoning will have a negative impact on the values of adjacent 
and surrounding properties.   

 

3. The C-2 zone district and funeral home/crematorium is a compatible fit for the Medical District 
character area shown on the Future Development Map within the Joint Comprehensive Plan.  
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P H ON E  

706-278-9500 

W E BS I T E  

www.daltonga.gov 

A D D RES S  

300 W Waugh Street 
PO Box 1205 Dalton, 
Georgia 30722 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
MEETING TYPE  

Mayor & Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE  

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM  

First Reading Ordinance 26-12 Alcohol & Event Facilities 

DEPARTMENT 

Administration 

REQUESTED BY  

Andrew Parker 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY ATTORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF YOUR REQUEST, INCLUDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO 
EXPLAIN THE REQUEST:  

First Reading Ordinance 26-12 To Amend Chapter 6 Of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia 
Captioned “Alcoholic Beverages” By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting the definition of “Event center” Set Forth In 
Section 6-1 and Replacing It With A New Definition of “Event Facility”; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting the 
definition of “Restaurant” in 6-1 And Replacing It With A New Definition; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only 
Subsection (a) of Section 6-10 Captioned Possession in Public Places” And Replacing It With A New Subsection (a); 
By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection (e) of Section 6-110 Captioned “Local Caterer or Concessionaire; 
Preferred Caterer and Concessionaire”; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Section 6-70 Captioned “Eligibility for 
Pouring License” And Replacing It With A New Section 6-70; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Section 6-107 
Captioned “Disqualification, Generally” And Replacing It With A New Section 6-107; To Amend Chapter 26 of The 
2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia Captioned “Businesses” By The Addition Of A New Article XI 
Captioned “Event Facilities”; To Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances; 
To Provide For Severability; And For Other Purposes. 
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Ordinance 26-12  

 

To Amend Chapter 6 Of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia 
Captioned “Alcoholic Beverages” By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting the 
definition of “Event center” Set Forth In Section 6-1 and Replacing It With A 
New Definition of “Event Facility”; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting the 
definition of “Restaurant” in 6-1 And Replacing It With A New Definition; By 
Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection (a) of Section 6-10 Captioned 
Possession in Public Places” And Replacing It With A New Subsection (a); By 
Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection (e) of Section 6-110 
Captioned “Local Caterer or Concessionaire; Preferred Caterer and 
Concessionaire”; By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Section 6-70 Captioned 
“Eligibility for Pouring License” And Replacing It With A New Section 6-70; By 
Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Section 6-107 Captioned “Disqualification, 
Generally” And Replacing It With A New Section 6-107; To Amend Chapter 26 
of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia Captioned 
“Businesses” By The Addition Of A New Article XI Captioned “Event 
Facilities”; To Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of 
Conflicting Ordinances; To Provide For Severability; And For Other Purposes. 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton, and by the 
authority of the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED as follows: 

 
Section 1. 

 
Chapter 6 of the 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia captioned 

“Alcoholic Beverages” is hereby amended by striking, repealing, and deleting the definition of 
“Event center” set forth in Section 6-1 and replacing it with the following definition of Event 
facility: Event facility shall have the meaning ascribed to that term in Article XI of Chapter 26 of 
this Code. 

 
Section 2. 

 
Chapter 6 of the 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia captioned 

“Alcoholic Beverages” is hereby amended by striking, repealing, and deleting the definition of 
“Restaurant” set forth in Section 6-1 and replacing it with the following: 

 
Restaurant means any public place kept, used, maintained, advertised and held out to the 

public as a place where meals are served, and where meals are actually and regularly prepared 
and served, without sleeping accommodations. A restaurant shall at all times maintain tables at 
least 30 inches high and seating in a designated public dining area sufficient to accommodate a 
minimum of 40 people, and it shall at all times hold a certificate of approval from the county 
health department. A restaurant shall maintain a fully functioning, permanent commercial-grade 
kitchen, which is equipped for full-service meal preparation. It shall consist of permanently 
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installed heavy-duty commercial-grade appliances designed for cooking complete meals from 
raw ingredients. The kitchen shall include, at a minimum, a permanently plumbed three-
compartment pot sink, a commercial-grade refrigerator, and a permanently installed commercial-
grade stove, range, or grill. Light duty, portable, or plug-in countertop appliances designed for 
residential use or limited convenience heating do not satisfy the requirements of this definition. 
A restaurant serves meals every hour that it is open and the serving of such meals shall be the 
principal business conducted, with the serving of distilled spirits, beer and/or wine to be 
consumed on the premises as only incidental thereto. A restaurant shall be open not less than 4 
hours per day and not less than 4 days per week. In order to be classified as a restaurant under 
this chapter, the licensee must derive a minimum of 50 percent of its total annual gross sales, 
over any 12-month period of time, from the sale of prepared meals or food, and it shall maintain 
invoices, receipts, and other business records created and kept in the ordinary course of its 
business which are sufficient to verify its purchase and sale of food items, non-alcoholic 
beverages, and alcoholic beverages. In the case of an audit, the relevant time period shall be the 
12 months immediately preceding the commencement of the audit. If the restaurant being audited 
has been in operation as a restaurant for less than 12 months, the audit period shall be the period 
of time the entity has operated as a restaurant, and the restaurant must derive a minimum of 50 
percent of its total annual gross food and beverage sales for that audit period from the sale of 
prepared meals or food. 

Section 3. 
 
Chapter 6 of The 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia captioned “Alcoholic 

Beverages”, By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection (a) of Section 6-10 
Captioned “Possession in public places” and replacing it with a new Subsection (a) which reads 
as follows: 

 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section,  section 6-11, and O.C.G.A. §33-3-

11, it shall be unlawful for any person to drink, consume, transport, or carry alcoholic 
beverages (except in the original package and with the seal unbroken), on any public 
street, sidewalk, or in any city park, city-maintained recreation facility, public parking 
lot or semi-public parking lot located within the city limits. The term "semi-public 
parking lot" shall include any area wherein motor vehicles are parked by the public in 
conjunction with any business, enterprise, commercial establishment, office building or 
apartment building. 

 
Section 4. 

 
Chapter 6 of The 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia captioned “Alcoholic 

Beverages”, By Striking, Repealing, And Deleting Only Subsection (e) of Section 6-110 
Captioned “Local caterer or concessionaire; preferred caterer and concessionaire” 

 
Section 5. 

 
Chapter 6 of the 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia, captioned “Alcoholic 

Beverages” Section 6-70 captioned “Eligibility for pouring license” is hereby amended by 
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striking, repealing and deleting Section 6-70 in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof a new 
Section 6-70 which shall read as follows:   

 
Sec. 6-70. - Eligibility for pouring license. 

 
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no application shall be considered from and 

no license granted to an applicant whose business location for alcoholic beverages is anything 
other than a bar, café, restaurant, hotel, private club, micro-brewery, brewpub, local caterer, 
preferred caterer and concessionaire, micro-distillery, hotel lounge, mall lounge, restaurant 
lounge, or event facility. Neither a micro-brewery nor a brewpub shall be eligible for a license to 
sell distilled spirits. 

Section 6. 
 
Chapter 6 of the 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia, captioned “Alcoholic 

Beverages” Section 6-107 captioned “Disqualification generally” is hereby amended by striking, 
repealing and deleting Section 6-107 in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof a new Section 
6-107 which shall read as follows:   

 
Sec. 6-107. - Disqualification generally. 
 
No application for any license required under this article shall be granted where the application, 
investigation or the evidence presented at a hearing before the public safety commission or 
mayor and council shows any of the following conditions to exist: 
(1) The applicant, designated agent, manager, employee, agent, stockholder, partner, or member 
of applicant, or any person holding any other legal, financial, or beneficial interest in applicant 
has a conviction, as defined in section 6-108, or does not have sufficient mental capacity to 
conduct the business for which application is made or who has been dishonorably discharged 
from the armed services of the United States. 
(2) The applicant, designated agent, manager, employee, agent, stockholder, partner, or member 
of applicant, or any person holding any other legal, financial, or beneficial interest in applicant 
has had any license issued by the city or any other municipality previously revoked. 
(3) The applicant or his designated agent, as a previous holder of a license to sell alcoholic 
beverages, has violated any law, regulation or ordinance relating to such business, or has 
surrendered its license with a charge pending regarding the violation of any law, regulation or 
ordinance relating to such business, within a 36-month period immediately preceding the date of 
the application. In the event of a renewal application, offenses prosecuted and resolved pursuant 
to this chapter shall not be considered. 
(4) The applicant's business is not properly zoned for the license applied for or does not 
otherwise meet the requirements of this chapter. 
 

Section 7. 
 

Chapter 26 of The 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia captioned 
“Businesses”, is hereby amended by the addition of a new Article XI captioned “Event 
Facilities” which shall read as follows: 
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ARTICLE XI. EVENT FACILITIES 

Sec. 26-400. Definitions. 

For purposes of this article, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivatives shall 
have the meaning set forth in this section.  

Applicant means any person required to sign an application for an event facility license as 
set forth herein.  

 
Authorized city official  means an individual appointed by the Mayor and Council or City 

Administrator to perform certain duties or services. 
 
Authorized agent of alcohol licensee means an employee or agent with actual authority to 

bind a person or entity holding an alcohol beverage license. 
 
Event means any one or more of the following:  
(1) A gathering where alcoholic beverages are provided at a location that does not hold a 

license to sell alcoholic beverages and there is any monetary exchange or transfer of 
funds in any way connected to the provision of alcoholic beverages, entry to the 
premises where such gathering is held, or use of the premises for such gathering. 

(2) A gathering where alcoholic beverages are provided at a location that holds a license 
to sell alcoholic beverages as an event facility or otherwise holds an event facility 
license. 

(3) A gathering of 100 or more people at a location that is advertised or otherwise held 
out to the public as a location for conferences, banquets, weddings, receptions, 
birthday parties, retirement celebrations, parties, or similar gatherings and for which 
there is any monetary exchange for use of said location. Religious assemblies shall be 
exempt from this definition. Restaurants and bars, as those terms are defined in 
Chapter 6 of this Code, shall also be excluded from this definition.  

Event facility means a building, facility, or structure where an event, as defined in this 
section, is  held. This definition shall not apply to any location owned or operated by the 
city, the Downtown Dalton Development Authority, or any other governmental entity.  

Microevent means any one or more of the following: 
(1) A gathering of less than 100 people where alcoholic beverages are provided at a 

location that does not hold a license to sell alcoholic beverages and there is any 
monetary exchange or transfer of funds in any way connected to the provision of 
alcoholic beverages, entry to the premises where such gathering is held, or use of the 
premises for such gathering. 

(2) A gathering of less than 100 people at a location that is advertised or otherwise held 
out to the public as a location for conferences, banquets, weddings, receptions, 
birthday parties, retirement celebrations, parties, or similar gatherings and for which 
there is any monetary exchange for use of said location. Religious assemblies shall be 
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exempt from this definition. Restaurants and bars, as those terms are defined in 
Chapter 6 of this Code, shall also be excluded from this definition.  

 
Micro-event facility means a building, facility, or structure where a micro-event, as 

defined in this section, is held. This definition shall not apply to any location owned or 
operated by the city, the Downtown Dalton Development Authority, or any other 
governmental entity.  

Sec. 26-401. Purposes of article. 

This article has been enacted in accordance with a plan designed for the following purposes, 
among others:  

(1) Promoting the health and general welfare of the community;  
(2) Establishing reasonable and ascertainable standards for the regulation and control of 

event facilities and the sale of alcohol at event facilities; and 
(3) Giving effect to existing land use and preserving certain residential areas, with 

reasonable considerations, among others, to the character of the area and the peculiar 
suitability for particular uses, the congestion in the roads and streets, concerns over 
unreasonable noise, and with a general view of promoting desirable living conditions 
and sustaining the stability of neighborhoods and property values. 

 
Sec. 26-402. License required. 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate an event facility without having first 
complied with this chapter including, but not limited to, obtaining the appropriate 
license from the city. 

(2)  Any person who desires to operate an event facility shall apply in the office of the city 
clerk for an event facility license and shall remit with said application the application 
fee in such an amount as may be set by the mayor and council from time to time.  

(3) If a license is granted, said licensee shall also pay the annual license fee on or before 
January 1st of each year so licensed. The annual license fee shall be no less than two 
thousand dollars ($2,000.00) and may be modified from time to time by the mayor and 
council. The current application and license fee schedule shall be kept in the city 
clerk’s office and made available to any licensee or prospective licensee upon request. 

(4) All applications shall be fully completed by the applicant, signed, and sworn to by the 
applicant in the presence of a notary public or other officer authorized to administer 
oaths. If the application is filed on behalf of an entity, including, but not limited to, a 
partnership, corporation, nonprofit tax exempt civic, patriotic, or social club or 
corporation, a private club, a limited liability company, then the applicant must be an 
agent or officer of the entity with actual authority to execute the application. 

 

152



 

 

(5) An approved annual license shall be valid for the date issued and shall expire on 
December 31 of each year. Each licensee shall complete a renewal application 
consisting of the same information required for an application and pay the annual fee 
for renewal of said license prior to expiration of the license.  

Sec. 26-403. Application requirements. 

All applications for event facility licenses shall include the following:  
(1) A survey (dated no more than 180 days prior to submission of the application to the 

city), certified by a registered surveyor of this state, showing a scaled drawing of the 
premises and the distance in linear feet measured from the property line of the tract 
upon which the event facility is located, to the property line of the tract upon which is 
located the nearest residential building, church building, school building, educational 
building, school grounds or college grounds, or college campus building.  

(2) Plans for the event facility that show the square footage, all rooms, all exits for said 
event facility, and a life safety plan that demonstrates the maximum potential 
occupancy load.  

(3) A fully dimensional parking plan. 
(4) The application fee. 
(5) A statement identifying the full legal name and all trade names of the business for 

which the license is to be used and a statement identifying the name, address, and 
telephone number of all persons with an ownership interest of five percent (5%) or 
more in said business.  

(6) A statement identifying the full legal name and all trade names of the owner of the real 
property to be used as an event facility and a statement identifying the name, address, 
and telephone number of all persons with an ownership interest of five percent (5%) or 
more in said business.  

(7) A copy of any current lease agreement for the premises upon which the event facility is 
located. 

(8) A copy of the certificate of insurance which complies with the requirements of this 
article. 

(9) As a prerequisite to the issuance of any license, the applicant shall furnish a complete 
set of fingerprints for all persons required to sign the application to be forwarded to the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, as specified under state law. Each person required to 
sign the application for an original license and/or renewal license, must authorize the 
city or its designated representatives to secure from any state, county, municipal or 
federal court, any police department and/or law enforcement agency such person’s  
criminal history and civil history and further authorize the city, its officers and 
employees to use such information in determining whether or not a license will be 
issued to the applicant. Further, the applicant must authorize the city, its officers and 
employees to use such information in a public hearing if necessary, to determine 
whether or not the applicant's license should be denied, voided, cancelled, or revoked. 
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Each applicant waives any right or rights the applicant may have under state or federal 
law, statute or court ruling to preclude the city from securing such criminal or civil 
history from any source and waives any right the applicant may have to preclude the 
city from using such information publicly in determining whether the license will be 
issued to such applicant.   

(10) Each applicant shall certify that the applicant has read, understands, and will comply 
with this article and if the license is granted, each licensee shall maintain a copy of this 
article on the premises and shall require each of the licensee's employees to be familiar 
with this article. Furthermore, applicant agrees, by signing and filing the application, 
that applicant will maintain sales receipts and records and allow any authorized public 
official to inspect said records to ensure compliance with this article.   

 
Any application which is not complete or does not comply with the requirements of this section 
shall be rejected  by the clerk’s office and stand automatically denied.

Sec. 26-404. Public safety commission powers and duties under this article. 

For the purposes of this article, the public safety commission is vested with the following 
duties and powers:  

(1) Initial applications. To screen, verify, investigate and review all initial applications for 
licenses for event facilities, to consider whether the applicant meets the applicable 
qualifications and requirements, and to make a recommendation to mayor and council 
to grant or to deny licenses for event facilities.  

(2) Renewals. To investigate and hear reports and charges constituting probable cause not 
to renew licenses for event facilities, to consider whether the applicant meets the 
applicable qualifications and requirements, and to make a recommendation to mayor 
and council to grant or to deny renewals of licenses for event facilities.  

(3) Determinations of conduct or offenses requiring penalty, suspension, revocation or 
combination thereof. To conduct hearings upon charges of the city to licensee as to the 
occurrence of conduct or an offense for which penalty, suspension, revocation, 
adjustment of operating hours, or a combination thereof is provided under this article; 
to cause a record and transcript of such hearing to be made and kept; and to 
recommend fines, suspension, or revocation, or any combination thereof, pursuant to 
the requirements of this article.  

(4) Modifications. To recommend to the mayor and council modifications to any city 
ordinances and policies pertaining to the regulation of event facilities.  

Sec. 26-405. Applications and Renewals. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the mayor and council are vested with the following duties 
and powers:  
 

(1) To grant or deny initial applications for licenses for event facilities, and to 
consider all recommendations of the public safety commission regarding the 
same. 
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(2) To grant or deny all renewal applications for event facilities, and to consider all 
recommendations of the public safety commission regarding the same. 

(3) The initial review of all such licenses shall occur in the public safety commission; 
however, to the extent the public safety commission does not consider and issue a 
recommendation on an initial application or renewal application within 60 days of 
filing said application with the clerk, the mayor and council shall be authorized to 
grant or deny such license without a recommendation from the public safety 
commission.  

No event facility license shall be issued or renewed until all applicable requirements of 
this article have been met and said license has been approved by the mayor and council. 

Sec. 26-406. Inspection of licensed establishments. 

Sworn officers of the police department, code enforcement officers, fire department, and 
any other authorized city official shall have the authority to inspect event facilities and 
microevent facilities during the hours in which the premises are open for business. The city 
attorney or any authorized city official may also require an event facility licensee to produce 
books and records and may conduct or oversee an audit of the books and records of a licensed 
establishment at any time.  Such investigations may occur from time to time to determine 
compliance with the requirements of this article and state law.  

Sec. 26-407. Location requirements. 

(a) It shall be unlawful to establish or add an event facility to an existing business that is:  
(1) Within 1,000 feet of any parcel upon which a religious facility, public or private 

elementary or secondary school, college campus, day care facility, library, public 
building, fitness facility, public park, or any residence is located; or  

(2) Within 3,000 feet of any parcel upon which another event facility is located; or  
(3) Within the overlay district;  
(4) Within the central business district (Zoning classification C-3); or 
(5)  Within any zoning classification in which an event center, as defined by the uniform 

zoning ordinance, is prohibited. 
(b) For the purpose of this section, measurements shall be made in a straight line from the 

closest part of the property line of any tract where any structure occupied by the event 
facility is located to the closest property line of a parcel containing a use listed in subsection 
(a), above.  

(c) Event facilities which are currently operating and do not comply with the distance 
requirements of this section at the time of the adoption of this article shall be grandfathered 
in, provided that said event facilities comply with all other requirements of this article and 
provided that upon the sale of such business, the revocation of its license, or the failure to 
renew any such license, said grandfathered status shall be forfeited. 
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Sec. 26-408. Disqualification generally. 
No event facility license may be issued to an applicant if any one or more of the following 

circumstances apply:  
(1) An applicant is not at least 21 years old.  
(2) An applicant has been convicted under any federal or state law of a felony or any 

misdemeanor involving the usage, distribution, or possession of controlled substances, 
alcohol, or offenses involving moral turpitude within a five-year period immediately 
preceding application. For purposes of this subsection, a "conviction" shall include any 
plea of guilty or admission of guilt and subsequent sentence under the First Offender 
Act of O.C.G.A. §§ 42-8-60, 16-13-2 or 3-3-23.1(c), or any similar sentencing 
provision for first time offenders of any other state or of the United States. A plea of 
nolo contendere for any felony or misdemeanor of any state or of the United States, or 
any municipal ordinance, except traffic violations, or the forfeiture of a bond (except 
traffic offenses) when charged with a crime is also considered a conviction under this 
article.  

(3) An applicant has been held in civil or criminal contempt by any federal, state or local 
court if such citation indicates to the mayor and city council that the applicant will not 
maintain the outlet for which the applicant is seeking a license in conformity with 
federal, state or local laws, rules, and regulations.  

(4) An applicant is not an officer, director, owner, or manager of the business for which 
the license is held.   

(5) The PSC or the mayor and city council determine, based upon an investigation into the 
applicant or the applicant's prior businesses or entities, (whether operating under the 
same establishment name or not) in the city or in other jurisdictions, has directly, or 
indirectly through employees or agents, sold alcohol in violation of state law or local 
ordinances, including but not limited to sales to minors.  

(6) The city has suspended or revoked a business license, event facility license, or any 
other license issued under this code at the location where the applicant desires to 
operate an event facility or any other previous license of the applicant, within the 
previous 12 months for a suspension or within the previous 36 months for a revocation. 

(7) The applicant’s business does not meet the requirements of this article. 
 

Sec. 26-409. False information. 

Any material omission or untrue or misleading information contained in or left out of an 
original or renewal application for a license shall be cause for the denial thereof. If any license 
has previously been granted on the basis of such misleading statements or material omissions, 
such shall constitute cause for the revocation of the license.  

Sec. 26-410. Licenses non-transferable. 

No event facility license shall be transferable, except upon the death of a licensee, at which 
time such license may be transferred to the administrator, executor, or lawful adult heir or heirs 

156



 

 
  

of such deceased person provided that such person meets the requirements of this article. If the 
legal representatives of such deceased licensee cannot meet all the requirements of this article, 
said license shall be revoked.  

Sec. 26-411. General regulation of business operations. 

(a) No event facility or microevent facility, employee or agent of any event facility or 
microevent facility, or other person shall sell or permit to be sold any alcoholic beverage 
to any person under the age of 21 years. 

(b) Any event facility license shall be posted conspicuously in the place of business for 
which such license is issued. 

(c) All alcohol served at an event must be served by either a licensed caterer or an event 
facility which holds an alcohol license for the type of alcohol distributed at said event 
facility. All alcohol served at a microevent shall be served by a licensed caterer. It shall 
be unlawful for guests or invitees of an event facility or microevent facility to bring 
alcoholic beverages for consumption onto the premises of such establishment, and no  
owner, manager, agent, or employee of an event facility or microevent facility may 
permit guests or invitees to bring alcoholic beverages for consumption onto the premises 
of an event facility. 

(d) It shall be unlawful for noise emanating from an event facility or microevent facility or 
the real property upon which the event facility or microevent facility is located to be 
plainly audible more than 100 feet from  such event facility or microevent facility or to 
be heard at a measurement of 50 decibels or more anywhere outside of an event facility 
or microevent facility.  

(e) No alcohol shall be served at an event or microevent after 12:00 a.m.  
(f) Event facilities and micro event facilities shall close and be vacated by 1:00 a.m. 
(g) At all times during an event, an authorized agent of the licensee must be present on the 

premises of the event facility. At all times during  a microevent an authorized agent of 
the microevent facility must be on the premises of the microevent facility.  

(h) At all times during an event or microevent, the event facility or microevent facility shall 
maintain at least one security personnel per 50 attendees of an event. Such security 
personnel shall meet all requirements of security personnel set forth in chapter 6 of this 
code. 

(i) The building or structure in which the event facility and in which a microevent facility is 
located shall meet all applicable building, electrical, plumbing, sanitary, zoning, 
and fire codes, statutes, and regulations of both the city and the state. 

(j) Every event facility and microevent facility shall comply with the occupancy load, 
sprinkler, life safety, and all other applicable requirements set forth in the current 
edition of the International Fire Code and the current standards published by the 
National Fire Protection Association. 

(k) In addition to all requirements regarding parking in the unified zoning ordinance, every 
event facility shall have at least ten (10)  designated parking spaces per 1,000 square 
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feet of floor space in each such event facility, which parking spaces shall comply with 
the requirements of the uniform zoning ordinance. 

(l) Every event facility shall maintain commercial general liability insurance to include 
liquor liability insurance in the aggregate amount of at least $1,000,000.00 with a 
minimum $500,000.00 sublimit on assault and battery claims, which shall be in effect at 
all times during the license period. Said insurance shall be issued by an insurer licensed 
in the State of Georgia, and all licensees shall provide to the city a certificate of 
insurance verifying coverage set forth in this subparagraph at the time of application and 
upon any renewal of said license. The city shall be designated as a certificate holder of 
such policy, and a 30-day notice of cancellation in favor of the city must be endorsed to 
the policy and attached to the certificate. 

Sec. 26-412. Suspension, revocation, or forfeiture of license. 

(a) Any suspension, revocation, or forfeiture of an event facility license by the mayor and city 
council shall occur after notice and opportunity for a hearing and upon the following 
occurrences:  
(1) Any licensed outlet that is found to be in violation of this article.  
(2) In the case of bankruptcy, receivership, or levy of legal process. In such event, the 

license shall be revoked. 
(3) Except as otherwise provided in this article, any change in the ownership of any entity 

owning a licensed event facility shall result in revocation of the license. 
(5) If any licensee shall for a period of three consecutive months cease to operate the 

business, this shall  result in revocation of the license.  
(6) A license may be immediately suspended or revoked by the mayor and city council 

upon learning that a licensee furnished fraudulent or untruthful information in the 
application for a license, or omits information required in the application for a license, 
or fails to pay all fees, taxes, or other charges imposed under the provisions of this 
code.  

(7) If any alcohol license of an event facility is suspended or revoked, the event facility 
license shall be suspended or revoked immediately for the same period of time as the 
alcohol license has been suspended or revoked.  

(8) Failure to provide books and records requested as a part of any investigation or audit 
into compliance with this chapter shall result in revocation of the license.   

(9) Any operation of an event facility during the time of a suspension shall result in 
revocation of all licenses or permits issued by the city to the event facility.  

(10) It shall be a violation of this article for any licensee or any employee or agent of the 
licensee or licensed establishment to permit any person to engage in any activity on the 
premises for which the license is issued or within the place of business, which is in 
violation of the laws or regulations of any federal, state, county, or municipal 
governing authority or regulatory agency. A violation of this subsection shall subject 
the license to immediate suspension or revocation.  
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(11) An act or omission of a licensee which constitutes a violation of federal or state law or 
regulation, relating to the sale of alcoholic beverages, taxes, gambling, violation of the 
Georgia Controlled Substances Act, or constitutes a crime of moral turpitude, shall 
subject the license to immediate suspension or revocation.   

 
(b) The city clerk shall notify the licensee of any charge of conduct or offense subject to 

penalty, suspension or revocation or any combination thereof. If the potential sanction is 
suspension or revocation the notice shall also state the place and time the public safety 
commission will hear the charges against the licensee. The notice may also contain such 
additional information, as the city clerk may deem appropriate. The notice shall be delivered 
to the licensee at least five days prior to the hearing date by personal delivery, first class 
mail addressed to licensee at the address contained in licensee's license application, or by 
posting the notice on the front door of the licensed premises. In the case of delivery by first 
class mail the notice shall be deemed delivered two days after being deposited into the US 
mail properly addressed and with adequate postage. 

 
(c) Unless waived by the licensee, the public safety commission shall conduct a hearing on 
any charge against a licensee alleging conduct or offense that is subject to a suspension or 
revocation, at its next regularly scheduled meeting, but not later than 60 days from the date of 
notice to the licensee unless a continuance is granted at the request of the city or the licensee. 
The public safety commission shall have the discretion to call a special meeting to conduct a 
meeting or to reschedule or continue any hearing upon the request of the city or the licensee. The 
licensee shall be allowed to appear at said hearing and to present evidence and cross-examine 
witnesses. Upon hearing evidence from the city and licensee, if the licensee shall present any 
evidence, the public safety commission shall, no later than 30 days after the hearing, either 
dismiss all or some the charges against the licensee and/or, make a finding that a violation has 
occurred as to all or any one of the charges. If a violation is found to have occurred, the public 
safety commission shall make a recommendation to the mayor and council consistent with the 
provisions of this article. The city attorney, or the city attorney’s designee, shall represent the 
city in all such public safety commission hearings. 
 
(d) The mayor and council shall perform an on-record review of the hearing record before 
the public safety commission unless the licensee waives said review. The mayor and council 
shall determine from the hearing record whether there is sufficient evidence to support the 
finding of the public safety commission. The licensee shall not be permitted to present additional 
evidence or arguments before the mayor and council. If the on-record review concerns a 
revocation recommendation, then upon a finding by the mayor and council that sufficient 
evidence exists to support the recommendation, the mayor and council shall revoke the license of 
the licensee for 60 months. Any decision of mayor and council pursuant to this subsection shall 
be in writing and filed with the city clerk. 

159



 

 

Sec. 26-413. Enforcement. 

(a) Without limiting the ability to suspend or revoke a license pursuant to any other provision in 
this article, any violation of this article shall also subject the licensee to the following 
actions upon notice and hearing:  
(1) The first violation shall result in fine of up to $1,000 and/or a license suspension for a 

period of up to 60 days.  
(2) The second violation within a consecutive 24-month period shall result in a fine of up 

to $2,500 and a license suspension for a period of not less than 60 days nor more than 
90 days.  

(3) The third violation within a consecutive 24-month period shall result in license 
revocation.  

(b) For any licensee who is also licensed to sell alcohol in the city, any violation of this article 
which results in a license suspension or license revocation shall result in an equivalent 
suspension or revocation of licensee’s alcohol license in addition to any other penalty which 
may be levied pursuant to this Code.  

(c )  Microevent facilities shall be subject to the same monetary penalties  for violations of this 
article as set forth in  subsection (a) of this section except that for any violation beyond the 
second violation in a 24-month period, a fine of $2,500 shall be levied against said facility. 

 

Secs. 26-414 – 26-449. Reserved. 
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Section 8.  

This Ordinance shall be effective upon the posting of this Ordinance in two (2) public 

places in the City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following its enactment by the Mayor 

and Council, the public health, safety, and welfare requiring it. 

Section 9. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 

          Section 10. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton 

that the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if 

any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such 

unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance.  

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of __________, 2026.  

The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ____________________ and a 

second reading on ______________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the 

ordinance was made by Councilmember _________________, second by Councilmember 

________________ and upon the question the vote is ____ ayes, ___ nays and the Ordinance is 

adopted. 

 
_____________________________________ 
MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEM 

ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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Ordinance 26-13  

 

To Amend Chapter 54 of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, 
Georgia Captioned “Fire Prevention and Protection” By Deleting Article II 
Captioned “Fire Prevention Code” In Its Entirety; By The Addition Of A New 
Article II; To Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of 
Conflicting Ordinances; To Provide For Severability; And For Other Purposes. 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton, and by the 
authority of the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED as follows: 

 
Section 1. 

 
Chapter 54 of the 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia, captioned “Fire 

Prevention and Protection” is hereby amended by striking, repealing and deleting Article II, 
captioned “Fire Prevention Code,” in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof a new Article II 
which shall read as follows:   

 
ARTICLE II. - FIRE PREVENTION CODE 

 
Sec. 54-31.  Adopted. 
 
The current edition of the International Fire Code, as amended and as supplemented by the 
department of community affairs, and the current edition of the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 101 Life Safety Code, as amended and supplemented, are adopted, and a 
true and complete copy thereof shall be maintained in the business offices of the city fire 
department for public inspection and copying. In the event a conflict arises  among the 
International Fire Code, as amended and supplemented, the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, as 
amended and supplemented, or the rules and regulations promulgated by the Georgia Safety Fire 
Commissioner, the more restrictive document shall be enforced. 
 
Sec. 54-32.  Conflicts with other ordinances. 
 
 If any publication or portion thereof adopted in section 54-31 is contrary to city ordinances, the 
city ordinances shall prevail. 
 

Sec. 54-33. Definitions. 

For purposes of this article, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivatives shall 
have the meaning set forth in this section.  
 

Assembly occupancy means an occupancy (1) used for a gathering of 50 or more persons for 
deliberation, worship, entertainment, eating, drinking, amusement, awaiting transportation, 
or similar uses; or (2) used as a special amusement building, regardless of occupant load. 
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Examples of assembly occupancies include, but are not limited to restaurants, bars, dance 
halls, night clubs, discotheques, event facilities, and microevent facilities.  
 
Authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) refers to the Dalton Fire Department, or its designated 
representative, responsible for enforcing this ordinance and other adopted fire safety codes 
and standards. 

 
Automatic fire sprinkler system means an integrated system of piping connected to a water 
supply that will automatically discharge water over a fire area when activated by heat from 
a fire, and that is designed in accordance with recognized fire protection engineering 
practices. 
 
Bar shall have the same definition set forth in chapter 6 of this code. 

 
Existing structure means any structure constructed or occupied prior to the effective date of 
this ordinance. 
 
New construction means any structure for which a building permit is issued after the 
effective date of this ordinance, or any existing structure undergoing renovation or alteration 
that requires a building permit and meets the criteria for new construction as defined by the 
NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, as amended and supplemented. 
 
Restaurant shall have the same definition as set forth in chapter 6 of this code. 

 
 
Sec. 54-34.  References to duties of officials. 
 
Within the fire prevention code adopted in section 54-31, where references are made to the duties 
of a certain official named therein, that designated city official who has duties corresponding to 
those of the named official in such code shall be deemed to be the responsible official insofar as 
enforcing the provisions of such code are concerned. 
 
 
Sec. 54-35.  General requirements for implementation of automatic fire sprinkler systems. 
 

(a) New Construction Requirements:  

1. An approved automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all new 
buildings classified as assembly occupancies where required by the current edition of the NFPA 
101 Life Safety Code, as amended and supplemented, with the exception of restaurants, 
microevent facilities, and bars that have an occupant load of less than 100. 

2. An approved automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all other new 
buildings to the extent required by the authorities referenced in Section 54-31, or as determined 
by the AHJ based on hazard analysis, building height, floor area, or other relevant factors. 
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(b) Requirements for Existing Structures:  

1. Existing structures undergoing renovation, alteration, or change of occupancy shall 
install an approved automatic fire sprinkler system if the scope of work or change of occupancy 
triggers such a requirement pursuant to the authorities referenced in Section 54-31.  

2. Any existing structure classified as an assembly occupancy that is renovated or altered 
in any way which increases the occupant load or changes the use to a higher hazard classification 
(as determined by the AHJ), shall have an approved automatic fire sprinkler system installed 
throughout the building or affected area, as determined by the AHJ.  

3. The AHJ may require the installation of an approved automatic fire sprinkler system in 
any existing structure where, in the opinion of the Fire Chief, an imminent life safety hazard 
exists due to the lack of such a system. 

(c) System Design and Installation:  

1. All automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be designed by a Georgia-licensed 
professional engineer or a National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies 
(NICET) Level III or IV certified fire sprinkler system designer and shall be installed by a 
Georgia-licensed fire sprinkler contractor.  

2. Plans and specifications for all automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be submitted to 
the Dalton Fire Department for review and approval prior to installation.  

3. All systems shall be installed in accordance with the approved plans and applicable 
NFPA standards. 

(d) Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance:  

1. All automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be inspected, tested, and maintained in 
accordance with NFPA 25 and as required by the AHJ.  

2. Records of all inspections, tests, and maintenance shall be maintained on site and made 
available to the AHJ upon request.  

3. Any deficiencies found during inspection, testing, or maintenance shall be corrected 
promptly. 

Sec. 54-36. Permits and Fees. 
 

1. A fire sprinkler system permit shall be required from the Dalton Fire Department prior to 
the installation or modification of any automatic fire sprinkler system. Applications for 
permits shall be maintained at the administrative office of the Dalton Fire Department.  
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2. The Mayor and Council shall establish a fee schedule by resolution which shall be 
maintained by the Dalton Fire Department.  All required fees shall be paid prior to the 
issuance of any permit. 

 
Sec. 54-37. Enforcement and Fees. 

1. The Dalton Fire Department is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of 
this ordinance.  
 

2. Any person, firm, or corporation violating any provision of this ordinance shall be subject 
to penalties as set forth in the City of Dalton Code of Ordinances, including but not 
limited to fines, civil penalties, and/or stop-work orders. Each day that a violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense.  

 
3. In addition to any fines or penalties referenced above, the AHJ may take actions necessary 

to abate a hazard or bring a property into compliance with this ordinance, including but 
not limited to requiring immediate installation or repair of fire sprinkler systems. 

 
Sec. 54-38. Loft/urban dwelling. 
 
A loft/urban dwelling, as defined in the city zoning ordinance shall: 
 

1. Be equipped with a National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 13R sprinkler 
system, and all other floors of the same building, including the basement, shall be 
equipped with a fire-suppression sprinkler system complying with the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 13; 
 

2. Have no doorway or window interconnection between loft/urban dwellings; 
 

3. Be located in the rear of the building if a commercial use is carried on in any portion of a 
floor above the ground level of the building; 

 
4. Have an exterior window or door in all sleeping rooms; 

 
5. Have hard wired single-station smoke alarms in all sleeping rooms; 

 
6. Have smoke alarms installed outside all sleeping rooms and interconnected; 

 
7. Have an audio/visual warning device interconnected to the sprinkler system water-flow 

device in each corridor, with pull station at each exterior exit that will activate the 
warning device in corridor to dwelling units and the warning device in the area used as 
business; 

 
8. Have emergency lighting and smoke detection in place in all corridors, smoke alarms shall 

be connected to audio/visual device; 
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9. Have a fire extinguisher in dwelling-unit food-prep areas; 

 
10. Have no commercial cooking equipment installed in loft/urban dwelling without meeting 

the requirements of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 96; and 
 

11. The building containing the loft/urban dwelling shall be equipped with smoke and heat-
detection devises in the business areas which shall activate local alarm and audio/visual 
device in corridors of dwelling units. 

 
Secs. 54-39—54-60. Reserved. 
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Section 8.  

This Ordinance shall be effective upon the posting of this Ordinance in two (2) public 

places in the City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following its enactment by the Mayor 

and Council, the public health, safety, and welfare requiring it. 

Section 9. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 

          Section 10. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton 

that the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if 

any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such 

unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance.  

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of __________, 2026.  

The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ____________________ and a 

second reading on ______________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the 

ordinance was made by Councilmember _________________, second by Councilmember 

________________ and upon the question the vote is ____ ayes, ___ nays and the Ordinance is 

adopted. 

 
_____________________________________ 
MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEM 

ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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DEPARTMENT 

Administration 

REQUESTED BY  

Andrew Parker 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY ATTORNEY?  

Yes 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF NOT IN BUDGET  

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF YOUR REQUEST, INCLUDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO 
EXPLAIN THE REQUEST:  

First Reading Ordinance 26-14 To Amend Chapter 10 of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, Georgia 
Captioned “Amusements and Entertainments” By Deleting Article I Captioned “Amusement Machines” and 
Replacing It With A New Article I; To Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of Conflicting 
Ordinances; To Provide For Severability; And For Other Purposes. 
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Ordinance 26-14 

 

To Amend Chapter 10 of The 2001 Revised Code Of The City Of Dalton, 

Georgia Captioned “Amusements and Entertainments” By Deleting Article I  

Captioned “Amusement Machines” and Replacing It With A New Article I; To 

Provide For An Effective Date; To Provide For The Repeal of Conflicting 

Ordinances; To Provide For Severability; And For Other Purposes. 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton, and by the 

authority of the same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  

Chapter 10 of The 2001 Revised Code of the City of Dalton, Georgia captioned 

“Amusements and Entertainments”, Article I Amusement Machines is hereby amended by 

deleting Article I and inserting a new Article I as follows: 

ARTICLE I. AMUSEMENT MACHINES 

Sec. 10-1.  Gambling devices prohibited. 
 
Gambling devices, as that term is defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-12-20(2) are prohibited in the city, 
and the ownership, use, or transport thereof shall be a misdemeanor pursuant to state law, except 
as exempted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35(a) through (k). 
 
Sec. 10-2.  Gambling places prohibited. 
 
Gambling places, as that term is defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-12-20(3) are prohibited in the city, 
and the operation thereof shall be a misdemeanor pursuant to state law. 
 
Sec. 10-3.  Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms, or phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meaning 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Amusement game room means any location as provided in O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35(b), (c) or (d) 
where one or more bona fide coin operated amusement machines are operated. 
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Authorized city official means any individual appointed by the mayor and council 
or city administrator to perform certain duties or services. 
 
Bona fide coin operated amusement machine means the same as this term is defined in O.C.G.A. 
§ 50-27-70(b)(2)(A) and (B) and any applicable regulations of the State of Georgia. Examples of 
bona fide coin operated amusement machines include, but are expressly not limited to, the 
following: 
 
(1) Pinball machines; 
(2) Console machines; 
(3) Video games; 
(4) Crane machines; 
(5) Claw machines; 
(6) Pusher machines; 
(7) Bowling machines; 
(8) Novelty arcade games; 
(9) Foosball or table soccer machines; 
(10) Miniature racetrack, football or golf machines; 
(11) Target or shooting gallery machines; 
(12) Basketball machines; 
(13) Shuffleboard machines; 
(14) Kiddie ride games; 
(15) Skee-Ball® machines; 
(16) Air hockey machines; 
(17) Roll down machines; 
(18) Trivia machines; 
(19) Laser games; 
(20) Simulator games; 
(21) Virtual reality machines; 
(22) Maze games; 
(23) Racing games; 
(24) Coin operated pool table or coin operated billiard table as defined in O.C.G.A. § 43-8-1(3); 
and  
(25) Any other similar amusement machine which can be legally operated in Georgia. 
 
The term "coin operated amusement machine" does not include the following: 
 
(1) Coin operated washing machines or dryers; 
(2) Vending machines which for payment of money dispense products or services; 
(3) Gas and electric meters; 
(4) Pay telephones; 
(5) Pay toilets; 
(6) Cigarette vending machines; 
(7) Coin operated vending machines; 
(8) Coin operated scales; 
(9) Coin operated gumball machines; 
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(10) Coin operated television sets which provide cable or network programming; 
(11) Coin operated massage beds; and 
(12) Machines which are not legally permitted to be operated in Georgia. 
 
Class A machine means the same as this term is defined in O.C.G.A. § 50-27-70(b)(3). 
 
Class B machine means the same as this term is defined in O.C.G.A. § 50-27-70(b)(4). 
 
Location means a business within the city that has complied with the provisions of the 
ordinances of the city relating to occupation taxes and business licenses and the entire office or 
area of the business in any one location owned or leased by the same proprietor or proprietors 
where the lessor or lessors allow the space to be used for business purposes.  
 
Location owner or location operator means an owner or operator of a business where one or 
more bona fide coin-operated amusement machines are available for commercial use and play by 
the public, or shall have the same definition as found in the O.C.G.A. § 50-27-70, should that 
definition differ. 
 
Sec. 10-4. License and occupation tax required. 
 
No person, firm or corporation shall engage in the business of an owner or proprietor of an 
amusement game room, as the term is herein defined, without first having obtained an 
amusement game room license required under this article and without first having paid the 
applicable occupation tax and having obtained an occupational tax certificate. A separate 
amusement game room license must be obtained for each location in the jurisdiction which bona 
fide coin operated amusement machines are operated.  
 
Sec. 10-5. Issuance of License. 
 
 Application for a license for operating an amusement game room within the corporate 
limits of the city shall be made to the city clerk upon a form to be supplied by the city clerk for 
this purpose. The license application shall include the following information: 
 
 (a) Name, address, and age of the applicant and the date of the application; 
 
 (b) Address or place where the bona fide coin operated amusement machine or 
machines are to be offered to the public for play and the other business or businesses operated at 
that place or places; 
 
 (c) Name and address of the owner of the machine or machines and a copy of the 
owner’s master license; 
 
 (d) Name and address of any other business owned or operated by applicant within 
the corporate limits of the city; and 
 
 (e) List of any other licenses or permits from the city held by the applicant. 
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(f) List of the permit sticker numbers issued by Georgia Lottery Corporation to the 

master license holder identifying and placed on each coin operated amusement machine located 
on the premises of the location owner or location operator. 
 

(g) A survey (dated no more than 180 days prior to submission of the application to the 
city), certified by a registered surveyor of this state, showing a scaled drawing of the 
location and the distance in linear feet measured from the property line of the tract 
upon which the location is located, to the property line of the tract upon which is 
located the nearest residential building, church building, school building, educational 
building, school grounds or college grounds, or college campus building.  

 
 Upon issuing a license for an amusement game room, the city official or employee shall 
provide the license with a copy of this ordinance. A license issued in accordance with this 
ordinance shall be valid until December 31st of the year in which the license was issued.  The 
owner or operator of an amusement game room shall be required to pay occupation taxes in 
accordance with the code of ordinances of the city. 
 

Sec. 10-6.  Licenses and Permits Nontransferable and Display Required. 
 

(a) Licenses required in this article are nontransferable except as provided in 
O.C.G.A. §50-27-71-(e) or as otherwise permitted by state law.   

 
(b) All businesses that have bona fide coin operated amusement machines on the 

premises shall display, in plain view, the current amusement game room license and 
occupational tax certificate issued by the city. 
 
 
Sec.  10-7.  Minimum Distance Requirements. 
  

(a) Every amusement game room in the city shall comply with the proximity 
provision for business licensed to sell alcohol set out in O.C.G.A. § 3-3-21. At a public meeting, 
the Mayor and Council may waive the application of this provision to an individual location if no 
alcohol is served or sold at such location.  
 

(b) Every amusement game room in the city shall comply with the minimum 
proximity provision for businesses licensed to sell alcohol as set out in Section 6-103 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the city. At a public meeting, the Mayor and Council may waive the 
applicability of this provision to an individual location if no alcohol is served at such location.   
 
 
 
 
 
Sec. 10-8.  Privilege; number of bona fide coin operated amusement machines at a location. 
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It shall be a privilege for the location owner or location operator within the city to offer bona fide 
coin-operated amusement machines to the public at the business location. No business owner or 
business operator shall offer to the public more than six Class B machines at the same business 
location. 
 
Sec. 10-9. Gross Receipts from Bona Fide Coin Operated Amusement Machines and from 
Business.  
 
(a) Every amusement game room shall keep records available for inspection by authorized 
city officials that set out separately annual gross receipts for the Class B amusement games and 
the other products and services sold at the location.   
 
(b) Any location owner or location operator subject to Official Code of Georgia, Section 50-
27-84(b)(1) is hereby required to provide a quarterly report to the clerk of the city. Such report 
shall indicate the quarterly gross retail receipts for each business location located within the 
jurisdiction of the city and include any reports received from the Lottery Corporation and shall 
be due by the twentieth day of January, April, July, and October for the previous calendar quarter 
in which the sales have taken place. In addition, each owner or operator must allow the local 
government an annual audit of the reports from the owner or operator to the Lottery Corporation.  
 
(c) No location owner or location operator may derive more than 50 percent of such location 
owner’s or location operator’s quarterly gross retail receipts for this business location in which 
the Class B machines are situated from such Class B machines and any location owner or 
location operator found in violation of such provision may be fined and may have any city issued 
license suspended or revoked as allowed under this article. Compliance with this section requires 
both the availability of records for inspection and compliance with the fifty (50%) percent of 
gross retail receipts requirement. Any violations of this provision shall be reported to the Georgia 
Lottery Corporation. 
 
(d) In accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-27-84, this section on gross retail receipts shall not 
apply to historical fraternal benefit associations or veterans organizations which are exempt from 
taxes and are described in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-41 and O.C.G.A. § 48-5-478.4. 
 
 
Sec. 10-10.  Notice requirements. 
 

(a) Every amusement game room shall post a conspicuous sign with the following or 
substantially similar language: 
 

"GEORGIA LAW PROHIBITS GIVING OR RECEIPT OF ANY MONEY FOR WINNING A 
GAME OR GAMES ON AN AMUSEMENT MACHINE; GIVING OR RECEIPT OF MONEY 
FOR FREE REPLAYS WON ON AN AMUSEMENT MACHINE; GIVING OR RECEIPT OF 
MONEY FOR ANY MERCHANDISE, PRIZE, TOY, GIFT CERTIFICATE, OR NOVELTY 
WON ON ANY AMUSEMENT MACHINE; OR AWARDING ANY MERCHANDISE, 
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PRIZE, TOY, GIFT CERTIFICATE, OR NOVELTY OF A VALUE EXCEEDING $5.00 FOR 
A SINGLE PLAY OF AN AMUSEMENT MACHINE." 
 

(b) Every amusement game room shall keep the license issued by the city posted in a 
conspicuous place in the location. 

 
(c) The owner or proprietor of each amusement game room shall inform every employee of 

the acts and omissions prohibited by O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35 and by this article, and of the 
penalties for violation of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35 and this article. 

 
Sec. 10-11 Compliance with O.C.G.A. Provisions Relating to Master Licenses, Location 
Licenses, and Stickers for Individual Machines. 
 
 Bona fide coin operated amusement machines may be used in an amusement game room 
within the city only if the machines are owned by a person who holds a valid master license in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-27-71, and each machine offered to the public for play has a 
valid permit sticker in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-27-78. In addition, the business owner 
where the machines are available for play by the public must pay a location license fee in order 
to obtain a valid location license in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-27-71 (a.1) and (b). The 
State Commissioner of Revenue shall be notified of any observed violation of O.C.G.A. § 50-27-
71 or § 50-27-78. 
 
Sec. 10-12.  Operating Regulations.  

 
All businesses operating as an amusement game room hereunder shall be subject to 

the following regulations: 
 

(a) Devices to Be Kept in Plain View; Gambling Devices Prohibited. All bona 
fide coin operated amusement machines shall at all times be kept and placed in plain view of 
and open and accessible to any person(s) who may frequent or be in any place of business 
where such machines are kept or used. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
authorize, permit or license any gambling device of any nature whatsoever. 
 

(b) Inspection. An authorized city official may inspect or cause the inspection of 
any location in which any such bona fide coin operated amusement machine(s) are operated 
or set up for operating, and may inspect, investigate and test such machines as needed. 

(c) Attendant Required. It shall be unlawful for any location owner or location 
operator to open the location to the public unless an attendant is present. Said attendant shall 
be of sufficient mental and physical capacity so as to be able to provide aid to patrons if 
needed or desired. Said attendant shall not be less than 18 years of age. 
 

(d) Loitering. As used in this section, “loitering” shall mean remaining idle in 
essentially one location and shall include the concepts of spending time idly, loafing or 
walking about aimlessly, and shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation licensed 
to operate an Amusement Game Room to permit loitering on or in the immediate vicinity of 
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any machine or business premises regulated hereunder in such a manner as to: 
(1) Create or cause to be created a danger of a breach of the peace; 

 
(2) Create or cause to be created any disturbance of the peace, as defined by 

law; 
 

(3) Obstruct the free passage of pedestrians or vehicles; and 
 

(4) Obstruct, molest or interfere with any person lawfully in a public place. 
 

(e) Shirt and Shoes Required. All location owners and location operators shall 
require shirts and shoes to be worn at all times by any person frequenting their location. 
 
Sec. 10-13.  License Suspension or revocation; monetary sanction. 

(a) The city may suspend, refuse to renew, place on probation, or revoke the city 
issued license of any location owner or location operator to manufacture, distribute, or sell 
alcoholic beverages as a penalty for the conviction of the business owner or business operator of 
a violation of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35, subsection (e), (f), or (g). 
 

(b) The city may suspend, refuse to renew, place on probation, or revoke the license 
of any location owner or location operator and any other license granted to the location owner or 
location operator by the city as a penalty for the conviction of the business owner or business 
operator of a violation of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35, subsection (e), (f), or (g) or any violation of this 
article. 

(c) The public safety commission may recommend to the mayor and council that 
the license of any location owner or location operator be suspended, not renewed, placed on 
probation, or revoked, and that a monetary sanction not to exceed $2,000.00 be imposed, 
under the conditions set forth in this section.  
 
Sec. 10-14.  Notice of violation. 
 
The city clerk shall notify the location owner or location operator of any charge of conduct or 
offense subject to monetary sanction, suspension or revocation or any combination thereof. If the 
potential sanction is suspension or revocation the notice shall also state the place and time the 
public safety commission will hear the charges against the location owner or location operator. 
The notice may also contain such additional information, as the city clerk may deem appropriate. 
The notice shall be delivered to the location owner or location operator at least five days prior to 
the hearing date by personal delivery, posting at the location, or first-class mail addressed to the 
location owner or location operator at the address contained in the occupation tax application of 
the location owner or location operator. In the case of delivery by first-class mail the notice shall 
be deemed delivered two days after being deposited into the U.S. mail properly addressed and 
with adequate postage. 
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Sec. 10-15.  Action by public safety commission; sanctions. 
 
Unless waived by the location owner or location operator, the public safety commission shall 
conduct a hearing on any charge against a location owner or location operator alleging conduct 
or offense that is subject to a suspension or revocation for any violation of this article or failure 
to comply with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35 (a) through (j), at its next regularly 
scheduled meeting, but not later than 60 days from the date of notice to the location owner or 
location operator unless a continuance is granted at the request of the city or the location owner 
or location operator. The public safety commission shall have the discretion to call a special 
meeting to conduct a meeting or to reschedule or continue any hearing upon the request of the 
city or the location owner or location operator. The location owner or location operator shall be 
allowed to appear at said hearing and to present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Upon 
hearing the evidence, the public safety commission shall, no later than 30 days after the hearing, 
either dismiss all or some the charges against the location owner or location operator and/or, 
make a finding that a violation has occurred as to all or any one of the charges.  
 
If a violation is found to have occurred and it is the first violation under this article by the 
location owner or location operator, the public safety commission shall levy a monetary sanction 
of $1,000.00 for each violation. If a violation is found to have occurred and it is the second 
offense under this article, the public safety commission shall levy a monetary sanction of 
$1,500.00 for each violation and shall make a recommendation to the mayor and council that the 
privilege to offer bona fide coin-operated amusement machines to the public be suspended for a 
period of time not to exceed 90 days. If a violation is found to have occurred and it is the third 
offense or more under this article, the public safety commission shall levy a monetary sanction of 
$2,000.00 for each violation and shall make a recommendation to the mayor and council that the 
privilege of the location owner or location operator to offer bona fide coin-operated amusement 
machines to the public be suspended for a period of time not to exceed 180 days, or revoked. The 
public safety commission may also make a finding that a location owner or location operator 
shall be allowed to pay any applicable monetary sanction within a time certain not to exceed 30 
days. 
 
Sec. 10-16.  Action by mayor and council. 
 
The mayor and council shall perform an on-record review of the hearing record before the public 
safety commission. The mayor and council shall determine from the hearing record whether 
there is sufficient evidence to support the finding of the public safety commission. The location 
owner or location operator shall not be permitted to present additional evidence or arguments 
before the mayor and council. If the matter before the mayor and council concerns a suspension 
recommendation, then upon a finding by the mayor and council that sufficient evidence exists to 
support the recommendation, the mayor and council may accept the recommended days of 
suspension, decrease the number of days of suspension, or increase the number of days of 
suspension up to the maximum set forth in section 10-11 of this article. If the matter before the 
mayor and council concerns a revocation recommendation, then upon a finding by the mayor and 
council that sufficient evidence exists to support the recommendation, the mayor and council 
shall revoke the privilege of the location owner or location operator to offer bona fide coin-
operated amusement machines to the public for a period not to exceed 60 months. The mayor 
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and council shall, after deliberation, make such determination as to sufficient evidence at its first 
regular or called meeting after delivery of the hearing record unless the matter is tabled, but in 
any event no later than 90 days after the hearing before the public safety commission, and shall 
notify the location owner or location operator of its determination at such meeting or in writing 
no later than 30 days after such meeting, which decision shall be filed with the clerk. Failure of 
the mayor and council to confirm the findings of the public safety commission within 90 days 
after the hearing before the public safety commission shall be deemed a finding that insufficient 
evidence exists to support the findings of the public safety commission and shall result in a 
dismissal of the charge. 
 
Sec. 10-17.  Appeal to mayor and council; notice. 
 

(a) Any location owner or location operator adversely affected by the failure to grant or 
renew a license may appeal such decision to the mayor and council. Any such appeal 
must be filed with the city clerk within 15 days of the date of determination by the public 
safety commission. 
 

(b) The city clerk shall give a location owner or location operator at least five business days 
written notice of the time and date of the meeting of the mayor and council at which the 
appeal will be considered. 

 
Sec. 10-18.  Penalties for Violations by Those Who Play Bona Fide Coin Operated 
Machines in Violation of Law or Ordinance. 

 
 The municipal court of the city, or any other court of competent jurisdiction is 
authorized to impose the following penalties on any person convicted of receiving 
money as a reward for the successful play or winning of any bona fide coin operated 
amusement machine from any person owning, possessing, controlling or overseeing 
such bona fide coin operated amusement machine or any person employed by or 
acting on behalf of a person owning, possessing, controlling or overseeing a bona fide 
coin operated amusement machines: 
 
 (1) First Offense: Fine not to exceed two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars for 
each violation. 
 
 (2) Second and Subsequent Offense: Fine not to exceed five hundred ($500.00) 
dollars for each violation. 

 
Sec. 10-19. - Unlawful operation; penalty. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to offer one or more bona fide coin operated amusement 
machine games in violation of an order suspending or revoking the privilege of such person to 
offer bona fide coin-operated amusement machines to the public. Such person shall be subject to 
citation to the municipal court of the city, and upon conviction shall be subject to a fine not to 
exceed $2,000.00. 
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Sec. 10-20.  Kept in plain view. 
 
All bona fide coin operated amusement machines shall be placed and kept in plain view and 
accessible to any person at the business location. 
 
Sec. 10-21.  Costs. 
 
If due cause to assess sanctions is found to exist, then the location owner or location operator 
shall be charged with and shall pay, in addition to any sanction, the actual costs of the take down 
and transcription of the hearing proceedings and, if applicable, the cost of translation services. 
 
Secs. 10-22—10-30. - Reserved. 
 

Section 2.  

This Ordinance shall be effective upon the posting of this Ordinance in two (2) public 

places in the City of Dalton for five (5) consecutive days following its enactment by the Mayor 

and Council, the public health, safety, and welfare requiring it. 

Section 3. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 

          Section 4. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Dalton 

that the section, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and if 

any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction such 

unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance.  

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of __________, 2026.  

The foregoing Ordinance received its first reading on ____________________ and a 

second reading on ______________________.  Upon second reading a motion for passage of the 

ordinance was made by Councilmember _________________, second by Councilmember 
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________________ and upon the question the vote is ____ ayes, ___ nays and the Ordinance is 

adopted. 

 
_____________________________________ 
MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEM 

ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST 
MEETING TYPE 
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MEETING DATE 

6/1/2026 

AGENDA ITEM 

Mayoral Appointment to the Limestone Valley RC&D Board 

DEPARTMENT 

Administration 

REQUESTED BY  

Andrew Parker 

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY  CITY ATTORNEY? 

N/A 

COST 

N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE IF NOT IN BUDGET 

N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF YOUR REQUEST, INCLUDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
TO EXPLAIN THE REQUEST:  

Appointment of Jackson Sheppard to the Limestone Valley RC&D Board for a 1-year term to expire 
December 31, 2026. 
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