
 

CITY OF DAHLONEGA 

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 07, 2022 AT 6:00 PM 

CITY HALL - MAYOR MCCULLOUGH COUNCIL 
CHAMBER 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Planning 
Commission meetings please contact Jameson Kinley at jkinley@dahlonega.gov or (706) 701-0736. 

Vision - To be an open, honest, and responsive city, balancing preservation, and growth, and delivering 
quality services fairly and equitably by being good stewards of Dahlonega’s resources. 

   

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance  

Approval of Minutes: 

1. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes July 06, 2022 

NEW BUSINESS 

2. Public Hearing for Ordinance 2022-10: An ordinance to provide for further 
clarification regarding prohibited signage 

Variances: 

3. BZA 22-1 Randy Hampton 

Randy Hampton is requesting to vary from the front setback along Martin 
Street of a +/- 0.26 acre property located at 130 Park Street South (D11 
109). This parcel is zoned R-1 (Single-Family Residential District). The 
purpose of this request is to build a screened in porch. 

INFORMATION & TRAINING  

4. 2022 Summer GAZA Conference Update 

Adjournment 
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CITY OF DAHLONEGA 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 06, 2022 AT 6:00 PM 

CITY HALL - MAYOR MCCULLOUGH COUNCIL 
CHAMBER 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Planning 
Commission meetings please contact Jameson Kinley at jkinley@dahlonega.gov or (706) 701-0736. 

Vision - To be an open, honest, and responsive city, balancing preservation, and growth, and delivering 
quality services fairly and equitably by being good stewards of Dahlonega’s resources. 

   

Call to Order 

Call to Order Chairman Conaway 

PRESENT 
Chairman Robert Conaway 
Commission Member Win Crannell 
Commission Member James Guy 
Commission Member James Spivey 
Commission Member James Carroll 
 
ABSENT 
Commission Member Joyce Westmoreland 
Commission Member Michael Feagin 
 

Pledge of Allegiance  

Pledge of Allegiance lead by Chairman Conaway 

Approval of Minutes: 

Approval of Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  
 

1. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes April 05, 2022 

Motion made by Commission Member Crannell to approve, Seconded by 
Commission Member Carroll. 

 
Voting Yea: Chairman Conaway, Commission Member Crannell, Commission 
Member Guy, Commission Member Spivey, Commission Member Carroll 

 

Motion Passed 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Zoning Cases: 

 

2. ANNEX 22-1 and REZN 22-2 Dennis Ford  

Dennis Ford is requesting to annex parcel 062B-086 and zone R-1 Single 
Family Residential for the purpose of building an accessory structure to his 
neighboring residence.  

Applicant spoke to application  

Chairman Conaway opened public hearing 

No one to speak in favor or against 

Chairman Conaway closed public hearing 

 
 

Motion made by Commission Member Crannell to approve, Seconded by 
Commission Member Guy. 

 
Voting Yea: Commission Member Crannell, Commission Member Guy, 
Commission Member Spivey, Commission Member Carroll 

 

Motion Passed 
 
 

3. REZN 22-3 James Thrailkill 

Mr. Thrailkill is requesting an amendment to the original PUD site plan to 
include 3 single family lots instead of the proposed future condominiums. 

Applicant spoke to application 

Chairman Conaway opened public hearing 

No one to speak in favor or against 

Chairman Conaway closed public hearing 

Commissioner Members Discussed 

 

Motion made by Commission Member Guy to approve, Seconded by 
Commission Member Crannell. 

 
Voting Yea: Commission Member Crannell, Commission Member Guy, 
Commission Member Spivey, Commission Member Carroll 

 

Motion Passed 
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INFORMATION & TRAINING  

 

Adjournment 

 
Voting Yea: Chairman Conaway, Commission Member Crannell, Commission Member Guy, 
Commission Member Spivey, Commission Member Carroll 
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Ordinance 2022-10 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF DAHLONEGA, GEORGIA, SUBPART B: LAND USE 

AND LAND DEVELOPMENT; CHAPTER 123: SIGNS; SECTION 123-9: PROHIBITED SIGNS AND DEVICES; TO 

ALLOW FOR ADDITIONAL SUB-SECTIONS (22) AND (23). 

Short Title: “An ordinance to provide for further clarification regarding prohibited signage.” 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council deem it necessary to provide for further clarification of prohibited 

signage regarding signs containing words, pictures or statements that are obscene; and 

WHEREAS, to provide for further clarification regarding signs that advertise or promote any activity, 

service, product, or item prohibited by laws or regulations. 

NOW, THREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Dahlonega City Council, and it is ordained by authority of the 

same, that Subpart B, Chapter 123, Section 123-9, is hereby amended to include additional Sub-Sections 

(22) and (23) to read as follows: 

(22) Signs that contain words, pictures, or statements that are obscene, as defined by O.C.G.A. 

§ 16-12-80.  

(23) Signs which advertise or promote any activity, service, product, or item prohibited by the 

laws or regulations of the United States or the state of Georgia or by the ordinances or resolutions 

of the City. This section shall not prohibit signs promoting the legalization of any matter presently 

prohibited by federal, state, or local law. 

Except as modified herein, The Code of the City of Dahlonega, Georgia, is hereby reaffirmed and 

restated. The codifier is hereby granted editorial license to include this amendment in future 

supplements of said Code by appropriate section, division, article or chapter. The City Attorney is 

directed and authorized to direct the codifier to make necessary minor, non-substantive corrections 

to the provisions of this Code, including but not limited to, the misspelling of words, typographical 

errors, duplicate pages, incorrect references to state or federal laws, statutes, this Code, or other 

codes or similar legal or technical sources, and other similar amendments, without necessity of 

passage of a corrective ordinance or other action of the Mayor and Council. The City Clerk shall, upon 

the written advice or recommendation of the city attorney and without the necessity of further 

council action, alter, amend or supplement any non-codified ordinance, resolution or other record 

filed in his or her office as necessary to effect similar non-substantive changes or revisions and ensure 

that such public records are correct, complete and accurate. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed, and the 

entirety of Section 123-9 is hereby re-adopted as amended herein. 

 

 

 

[EXECUTION ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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SO ORDAINED, this ______day of ___________, 2022.  

 

 

Approved: _______________________________  

                                  JoAnne Taylor, Mayor  

ATTEST:  

 

____________________________(SEAL)  

Mary Csukas, City Clerk 
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STAFF REPORT 

BZA 22-1 

Applicant: Randy Hampton 

Owner: Clark R and Barbara E Hampton 

Location: 130 South Park Street (D11-109) 

Acreage: +/- .26 Acres 

Current Zoning Classification: R-1 

Reason: Reduction of the front setback along Martin 
Street from 35 ft to 11 ft 

City Services: City currently provides services to this site 

 

Applicant Proposal 

The applicant requests a variance from the required 35' front setback in order to build a 
screened-in porch 11 feet from the property line.  

History and Surrounding Uses 

The original home was constructed before zoning regulations were in place. Like many of 
the other structures on Park Street, this home was constructed closer to the property line 
than we allowed post adoption of our zoning ordinance . Similar variances have been 
granted in this area include: 

2008 – 107 South Park Street 

 Dahlonega United Methodist Church granted a variance in order to extend the 
sanctuary into 35’ front setback 

2007 – 250 South Park Street 

 Matt Richardson granted variance to extend porch into 35’ front setback 

1994 – 601 South Park Street 

 Ralph and Carole Prescott granted variance to contruct garage into 35’ front setback 

This particular home resides on a block that is primarily commercial. The First Horizon 
Bank has parking lots on both sides of this lot with its structure off the back corner.  
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The Following are questions from Article XXVI Section 2607 of Zoning Code with staff 
opinions: 

1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the 
particular piece of property in question because of its size, shape or 
topography that are not applicable to other land or structures in the 
same district; and 

The exceptional condition would be the previous homes being built in 
the setbacks. This lot was developed pre-zoning regulations with no 
setback requirements.  

2. A literal interpretation of the provisions of these zoning regulations 
would create an unnecessary hardship and would deprive the applicant 
of rights commonly enjoyed by other property owners within the 
district in which the property is located; and 

A 35 foot front setback on both Park and Martin Street would 
significantly decrease the amount of buildable space. Any expansion of 
structure would be cause for a variance.  

3. Granting the variance requested will not confer upon the property of 
the applicant any special privileges that are denied to other properties 
of the district in which the applicant's property is located; and 

Granting this variance would be similar to other variances granted in 
the area.  

4. Relief, if granted, will be in harmony with the purpose and intent of 
these regulations and will not be injurious to the neighborhood or 
general welfare in such a manner as will interfere with or discourage 
the appropriate development and use of adjacent land and buildings or 
unreasonable affect their value; and 

If granted, this variance would allow for this area to continue to be 
developed in a way that would benefit the neighborhood and general 
welfare consistent with the purpose of our regulations. 

5. The special circumstances are not the result of the actions of the 
applicant; and 

Correct. 

6. The variance requested is the minimum variance that will make 
possible the legal use of the land, building, or structure; and 

The applicant's request seeks approval for only the amount 
necessary to construct the structure.  

7. The variance is not a request to permit a use of land, building or 
structures which are not permitted by right in the district involved.  
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Correct 

 

 

 
Staff Analysis 

This property falls into an area of transition from residential to commercial 
structures/uses within the city. This property along with the majority of this area was 
constructed prior to zoning and setbacks leading to several nonconforming structures.  
 
This variance was reviewed for any site distance issues it may cause along with any future 
projects of expansion of right of way.  
 
Given the circumstances, staff sees no objections to granting this variance request and 
recommends approval.  
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Site Plan: 
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Aerial view of the Parcel: 
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Current Zoning: 
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Comprehensive Plan: 

 

 

 

Staff Recommended Motion: 

Motion to recommend approval/approve Variance Application BZA-22-1 to reduce the 
front building setbacks along Martin Street from 35' to 11' for the construction of a porch.  
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