
 

 

CITY OF DAHLONEGA 

City Council Public Hearing Agenda 

January 18, 2022 4:00 PM 

Gary McCullough Chambers, Dahlonega City Hall 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Council meetings 
should notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 706-864-6133. 

CALL TO ORDER 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Public Hearing: 

1. REZN 21-6 Don and Chris Head  

Jameson Kinley - Planning and Zoning Administrator 

ADJOURNMENT 
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STAFF REPORT 

REZN 21-6 
 

Applicant: Don and Chris Head 

Owner: Don and Chris Head 

Location: 61 Skyline Drive (D 05-028) 

Acreage: +/- 1.19 Acres 

Current Zoning Classification: R-1 

Current Use of Property: Residential 

Proposed Land Use: B-1 Neighborhood Business District 

City Services: All city services are available at this site. 

 

Applicant Proposal 

The applicant intends to use the existing structure as an office.  

 

History and Surrounding Uses 

This property currently has a 1900 square foot single-family home built in in 1941. There 
have been no previous zoning actions taken that were found to be associated with this 
property. 

 

This property is not directly adjacent to anything zoned other than R-1. However, the 
school is directly adjacent across Grove Street North, and the property across Skyline Drive 
is zoned R-2.  

  

The Following are questions from Article XXVI Section 2607 of Zoning Code  

1. Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the 
use and development of adjacent and nearby property. 

The zoning proposal appears to be suitable for this corridor. 
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2. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability 
of adjacent or nearby property. 

The application indicates converting the existing structure into an office, and 
this should have little adverse effect on adjacent properties' existing use or 
usability.   

3. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use that will or could cause an 
excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, 
utilities, or schools. 

This proposal should not cause a significant burden. 

4. Whether the zoning proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, 
transportation plans, or other plans adopted for guiding development within 
the City of Dahlonega. 

The character area of this parcel is referred to in our Comprehensive Plan as 
Gateway Corridor. The following are encouraged distinctions of this area.  

• Regional to sub-regional scale industrial, retail, office, or institutional uses 

• Rural/ Mountain themed design elements preferred, such as steeply 
pitched roofs with deep (1' or greater) overhangs, wood or masonry siding 

• Careful evaluation of ridge-top sites offering possible mountain views 
above tree line 

• Landscaping and decorative elements encouraged 

• Sited along 2-3 lane arterials 

• Concentrated at nodal intersections or key stretches 

• Development encouraged be compatible with design guidelines 

• Preservation of existing structures where possible, or context-sensitive 
infill development 

• Landscaping and decorative elements encouraged 

• Mixed-use structures or a variety of residential, commercial, and 
institutional uses 

5. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and 
development of property that give supporting grounds for either approval or 
disapproval of the zoning or special use proposal. 
The location of this property supports the approval of this request. It is 
located along a significant arterial road and in a transitional point between 
commercial and residential.   
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Staff Analysis 

Converting the property's existing use to an office/business would have minimal impact on 
the surrounding area. It would comply with the Gateway Corridor character area of 
Dahlonega's comprehensive plan.  

B-1 Neighborhood Business 

Section 1401- “The Neighborhood Business District is intended to provide areas for limited 
small-scale commercial uses of a convenient nature serving nearby residential 
neighborhoods as opposed to a regional market. The district is not intended to 
accommodate automotive or other types of more intensive commercial activities that are of 
such magnitude or type that would result in the generation of excessive traffic, noise, odors, 
pollution, safety hazards, or other adverse impacts which would detract from the 
desirability of adjacent properties for residential use. In general, the neighborhood 
business district includes offices and retail and service establishments but excludes those 
highway-oriented uses which involve use of chemicals and outside sales, storage or 
display.”  
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Site Plan: 
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Aerial: 
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Current Zoning: 
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Comprehensive Plan: 
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Staff Recommended Motion: 

Motion/Recommendation to approve REZN 21-6 to utilize the existing structure for office 
or business use.  

 

Planning Commission Recommendation 

Commissioner Carroll made a motion to approve REZN 21-6 to utilize the existing structure 
for office or business use 

Second by Commissioner Westmoreland  

Motion passed Unanimously 
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