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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

FOLLOWS 5 PM WORK SESSION BUT BEGINS NO EARLIER THAN 6 PM 

   

A.  ROLL CALL 

B.  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

D.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes of a Special Called Meeting held on August 6, 2026 
2. Minutes of the Work Session held August 6, 2026  
3. Minutes of the Voting Session held August 6, 2026  

E.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

F.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

G.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Request to Declare Dawson County a Foster Friendly Community 
2. Consideration of Award of IFB #500-26 - State Route 53 at Lumpkin Campground Road 

Intersection Improvements 
3. Consideration of 2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax  

H.  ADJOURNMENT  

*An Executive Session may follow the Voting Session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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Minutes 08-06-2026 Special Called Meeting 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

11:00 AM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Seth Stowers, 

District 1; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Alexa Bruce, District 3; 

Commissioner Chad Turkett, District 4; County Manager Joey Leverette; County Clerk Kristen 

Cloud.; and interested citizens of Dawson County. County Attorney Angela Davis was not 

present. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda as presented. Gaines/Bruce 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  

2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax (1st of 3 hearings; 2nd hearing will be held at  

6 p.m. August 6, 2026, and the 3rd hearing will be held at 5 p.m. August 20, 2026. The 2026 

Millage Rate Adoption is expected at 6 p.m. August 20, 2026) 

Chairman Thurmond said, “Our current millage rate is 5.463 mills; that’s the county portion. The 

school [board] sets their own millage rate… Two thirds of your property taxes are school 

related…” Thurmond added, “We have these three meetings based on the fact that, even if the 

board decides to leave the millage rate the same, it still shows up as a property tax increase based 

on evaluations.” 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the 2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

The next public hearing concerning the 2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax will be held at 6 

p.m. August 6, 2026. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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Minutes 08-06-2026 Work Session 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

5:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Seth Stowers, District 1; 

Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Alexa Bruce, District 3; Commissioner 

Chad Turkett, District 4; County Manager Joey Leverette; County Attorney Paul Frickey; County 

Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

 

1. Presentation of Request to Declare Dawson County a Foster Friendly Community- Family 

Connection Coordinator Layla McBrayer 
This item will be placed on the August 20, 2026, Voting Session Agenda. 

 
2. Informational Presentation of Quarterly Transportation Special Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax Report- LJA's Don Clerici 
This item was for information only. 

 
3. Presentation of Award of IFB #500-26 - State Route 53 at Lumpkin Campground Road 

Intersection Improvements- Public Works Director Robert Drewry 
This item will be placed on the August 20, 2026, Voting Session Agenda. 

 
4. County Manager Report 

 This item was for information only. 

 
5. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney Frickey had no information to report and requested an Executive 

Session. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation.  Bruce/Stowers 

 

 

APPROVE:           ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                              Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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Minutes 08-06-2026 Voting Session 

 

 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

FOLLOWING THE 5:00 PM WORK SESSION BUT BEGINNING 

NO EARLIER THAN 6:00 PM 

 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to come out of Executive Session at 6 p.m. Bruce/Stowers 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Seth Stowers, 

District 1; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Alexa Bruce, District 3; 

Commissioner Chad Turkett, District 4; County Manager Joey Leverette; County Attorney Paul 

Frickey; County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion passed 3-1 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on July 16, 2026. 

Stowers/Bruce- Commissioner Turkett abstained 

 

Motion passed 3-1 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on July 16, 2026. 

Bruce/Stowers- Commissioner Turkett abstained 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda as presented. Gaines/Bruce 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Amendment of Chapter 121 (Land Use/Zoning) (2nd of 2 hearings; 1st hearing was held on July 

16, 2026) 

Community Development Director Richard Osborne reviewed a proposed Amendment of Chapter 

121. He said during the month of July, staff received “good input from the members of the Board 

of Commissioners, citizens, members of the Long Range Planning Committee, and the county 

attorney’s office.” He said an original draft of the amendment included possible changes to 

residential zoning districts, commercial uses, data centers, and a few miscellaneous items. Osborne 

added that, based on input received in July, “the direction has been to amend a larger request to be 

a smaller version. Staff’s recommendation at this time would be to…consider…a vote just on data 
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Minutes 08-06-2026 Voting Session 

 

 

 

 

centers, and these would be additional restrictions…and then just to be more in line with the state 

environmental folks, small environmental changes.”  

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on an Amendment of Chapter 121. 

 

The following spoke on an Amendment of Chapter 121 (Land Use/Zoning): 

 

 Michael Turner, Dawsonville, Georgia, said he spoke at the last hearing concerning an 

Amendment of Chapter 121 as it relates to affordability of housing in Dawson County. 

“That still remains the situation,” he said. Turner added, “The folks that need housing the 

most are at the bottom end of the spectrum – the missing middle as we call it in the industry 

– and this regulation will curtail any opportunity for that segment of housing to be 

addressed.” 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on an 

Amendment of Chapter 121 and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

There was discussion among the board, with Commissioner Bruce leading the conversation. She 

shared information concerning residential building permit statistics. Bruce also discussed the 

commercial portion of Chapter 121. “The proposals for getting a special use for some of these 

commercial – they don’t prohibit development, they simply just give the county the ability to 

evaluate certain projects to ensure they’re appropriate for their location,” she said. 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve an Amendment of Chapter 121 concerning data centers and 

environmental protection changes. Stowers/Gaines 

Motion was made by Commissioner Stowers, and seconded by Commissioner Turkett, to table 

changes to Chapter 121 concerning residential development and commercial restrictions to run 

more concurrent with the county’s comprehensive plan. 

 

Commissioner Stowers amended his motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Turkett, to 

table changes to Chapter 121 concerning residential development and commercial restrictions for 

one year. 

 

The amended motion passed 3-1. Commissioner Bruce opposed the motion. 

 

The original motion passed 3-1. Commissioner Bruce opposed the motion. 

 
2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax (2nd of 3 hearings; 1st hearing was held at 11 a.m. August 

6, 2026, and the 3rd hearing will be held at 5 p.m. August 20, 2026. The 2026 Millage Rate 

Adoption is expected at 6 p.m. August 20, 2026) 
Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the 2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

A final public hearing concerning the 2026 Millage Rate and Property Tax will be held at 5 p.m. 

August 20, 2026. 
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Minutes 08-06-2026 Voting Session 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Request for Approval of Emergency 9-1-1 Recording System Upgrade 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Request for Approval of an Emergency 9-1-1 Recording System 

Upgrade in the amount of $131,803.12; funds will come from Special Purpose Local Option Sales 

Tax VII. The approval also includes utilizing a professional services exemption to maintain 

continuity of service and operational familiarity with the existing vendor. Gaines/Bruce 

 
Consideration of Proposal to Change Board of Commissioners Meeting Times 
Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Proposal to Change Board of Commissioners Meeting Times 

beginning at the first regular scheduled BOC meetings in October 2026 – on October 1, 2026. 

Work sessions will begin at 4 p.m., with voting sessions to follow the work sessions but to begin 

no earlier than 5 p.m. Stowers/Bruce  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:              ATTEST:  

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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FOSTER FRIENDLY® REPRESENTS A TRANSFORMATIVE APPROACH,
UNITING MULTIPLE SECTORS TO CREATE MEASURABLE,

SUSTAINABLE CHANGE FOR THE FOSTER CARE COMMUNITY.

FOSTER FRIENDLY
D a w s o n  C o u n t y

33 KIDS

6 HOMES

2
Current Faith Communities

listed as Foster Friendly

FOSTER FRIENDLY® 
FAITH COMMUNITIES

FOSTER FRIENDLY® 
BUSINESSES

13
Current listings in Beauty,

Events, Fitness, Food, Retail,
Recreation and more

Foster Friendly® represents a collaborative approach that brings together
multiple sectors to create measurable, sustainable change, strengthening

support systems for foster families so they feel equipped, encouraged, and
able to continue providing care over time.

Foster Friendly® Communities are safe, welcoming spaces where individuals and organizations recognize and respond
to the unique needs of kids in foster care. By committing to recruit and wrap around foster families, caring volunteers,

faith partners, and local businesses can all do their part to serve and support vulnerable children in Georgia.

FOSTER FRIENDLY® VISION
DAWSON COUNTY

Foster Friendly® Dawson County has:

ENOUGH FAMILIES trained, approved, and ready to
meet the needs of kids entering foster care in our area

Outcome: This reduces trauma by keeping kids near
familiar places, schools, friends, and mentors

SAFE SPACES comprised of trauma-informed faith
communities all supporting foster/kinship/adoptive parents

Outcome: This diminishes the burnout of the 50% of
foster parents who close their home in less than one
year

BUSINESS BACKING with a variety of companies offering
unique discounts and services to foster and kinship families

Outcome: Parents feel seen and supported as offers
alleviate financial pressures and feelings of isolation

There are 33 kids in care in Dawson County

There are 6 open homes in Dawson County

DAWSON COUNTY’S
CURRENT LANDSCAPE
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FOSTER FRIENDLY® DAWSON COUNTY

INFO@GAKIDSBELONG.ORG               GEORGIA KIDS BELONG               WWW.GAKIDSBELONG.ORG

Dawson County is demonstrating a strong commitment to cultivating a Foster Friendly® community through a growing
partnership between Road 2 Home, Georgia Kids Belong, and Dawson County Family Connection. Together, these

organizations are working to support children and families impacted by foster care through collaborative, community-
based efforts.

While the community shows meaningful support for foster and kinship families, we encourage local leaders to take the
next step toward becoming officially Foster Friendly®. Join us in achieving the goals outlined below:

"The Way Home is honored to support Dawson County's foster care community through grant-
funded Trust-Based Relational Intervention training, monthly caregiver support groups,
community events, and sliding-scale or full-scholarship clinical mental health services. We seek to
equip caregivers in meeting the complex needs of children from hard places and to nurture
hope, cultivate change, and strengthen all families."  
Kelsey Harrison, PhD, NCC, LPC, TBRI® Practitioner, The Way Home

A range of businesses offer discounts
to alleviate financial burdens

Groups of trauma-informed volunteers
provide help to foster parents

Foster parents in the area feel seen
and supported by Foster Friendly® App

FOSTER SUPPORT TESTIMONIAL

2026 COMMITMENT

Billy Thurmond, Chairman, Board of Commissioners
Dawson County,  GA

Date

SCAN TO BECOME A FOSTER FRIENDLY BUSINESS

Educate and encourage community
members to begin fostering

FOSTER PARENT
RECRUITMENT EVENTS

1
FOSTER FRIENDLY®

COALITION MEETINGS

3
FOSTER FAMILIES

SUPPORTED BY WRAP

5%

FOSTER FRIENDLY®
FAITH PARTNERS

2 (5%)
FOSTER FRIENDLY® 

BUSINESSES

11 (10%)
FOSTER FAMILIES

USING APP

50%

Send representation to meetings,
ensuring engagement in cause

Build a network of faith partners
equipped to welcome foster families
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RECOGNIZING DAWSON COUNTY
AS A FOSTER FRIENDLY® 
COMMUNITY

Presentation to 
Dawson County Board of Commissioners
Layla McBrayer, Coordinator
Dawson County Family Connection
August 6, 2026

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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Dawson County Foster Care 
Landscape

The need is urgent. With far too few local 

foster homes, children in Dawson County 

face instability and placement far from their 

communities — impacting their wellbeing 

and long-term outcomes.

More Foster Families Needed 
NowCritical Gap

Community Need

33
Children in 

Care

6
Licensed 

Homes

5:1
Child-to-Home 

Ratio

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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Our Community 
Partners.

Dawson County's foster care network is 

strengthened by dedicated organizations 

working together to support families and 

children.

The Way Home: trauma-

informed training. 

GA Kids Belong 

statewide support.

Road 2 Home & Dawson 

County Family 

Connection: local 

coordination, advocacy, 

and support.

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION

America’s Kids Belong 

helps kids in foster care 

find belonging and 

supports foster families as 

they do the hard work of 

standing in the gap for 

vulnerable children in our 

communities.
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Connecting Foster Families to the 
Support They Need

• 3,090+ foster families connected across Georgia

• 1,200+ listings: businesses, churches, events & resources

• Rallies community support directly to foster families

• Free tool empowering caregivers every day

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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50% of foster homes close 
within the first year. High 
turnover means fewer 
placement options and 
increased trauma for children 
who need stability most.

The Retention Crisis

Studies show that strong 
community support significantly 
improves foster family retention 
and child stability — reducing 
placement disruptions and long-
term trauma.

Why Community Support Matters

50%
Close Year 1

The Research Is Clear

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION

Foster Friendly® Dawson County
Building a community where every foster family is seen, 
supported, and surrounded by people who care.

33
Children Currently in 
Foster Care

6
Licensed Foster 
Homes

2
Foster Friendly® 
Faith Communities

13
Foster Friendly® 
Businesses

Collaborative Community Support

Dawson County Family Connection, Road 2 
Home, The Way Home, and Georgia Kids 
Belong work together to recruit, train, and 
retain foster families locally.

Trauma-Informed Spaces

TBRI® training, clinical mental health services, 
monthly caregiver support groups, and sliding-scale 
counseling ensure families have the tools to thrive.

Business & Faith Community Backing

Local businesses and churches are stepping up—
offering discounts, resources, and welcoming 
environments that tell foster families they are not 
alone.

Together, we can ensure every child in Dawson County is seen, supported, and surrounded by a community that cares.15



Strong partnerships, growing awareness, 
and dedicated community members are 
driving real progress toward official Foster 
Friendly® recognition in Dawson County.

Building a Foster Friendly® FutureDawson County’s 
Momentum

13
Foster Friendly® 

businesses, 2 faith 

communities, monthly 

caregiver support groups 

& trauma-informed 

training.

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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Resolution

“You are not doing this 

alone” — a show of 

community 

commitment to every 

foster family in 

Dawson County.

Community Support 100%

Our Request to the Board 
of Commissioners

Adopt the Foster Friendly® Community 
Resolution to signal county leadership 
support, encourage business and church 
participation, and inspire volunteers to 
step forward.

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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Thank You for
Your Support

“Dawson County’s children deserve stability and 
support. Together, we can create a community 
where foster families thrive. Official recognition is 
the next vital step.”

Thank you — we welcome your questions.

Foster Friendly® Dawson County

DAWSON COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  

 

 

Department: Public Works       Work Session Date: 8/6/2026 

 

Prepared By: Hanna Milford        Voting Session Date: 8/20/2026 

 

Presenter: Robert Drewry        Public Hearing:  Yes        No X 

 

Agenda Item Title: Award of IFB #500-26 SR 53 at Lumpkin Campground Road Intersection 

Improvements 

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable: X      Not Applicable:                                    Budgeted: Yes X   No       

Fund Department Account # Requested 

335 

785 

250 

4220 

4220 

4226 

541401-T08 

541401-T08 

541401-T08 

$507,319 

$179,289 

$1,687,518 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Staff respectfully requests the Board to accept the bids received and 

award a contract to Azimuth Contractors LLC in the amount of $2,158,296.61 and a 10% 

county-controlled contingency in the amount of $215,829. This will be funded from TSPLOST 

and LMIG  

 

Department Head Authorization:                Date:       

Finance Department Authorization: Natalie Johnson        Date: 7/28/26 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette                     Date: 7/29/26 

 

Comments/Attachments: Yes   

Contractor is to provide all labor and materials required to perform a turnkey intersection 

improvement project for State Route 53 at Lumpkin Campground Road.  

Eight bids were submitted, and Azimuth Contractors LLC was the lowest bid at a total of 

$2,158,296.61, and are recommended for award by LJA, our TSPLOST Project Managers. 

Their bid is 31% lower than the engineer’s estimate and is reflective of the current market.  
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Dawson County 
Attn: Mr. Robert Drewry, Public Works Director 
60 Transportation Lane 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 

Subject: Award Recommendation 

706.824 0514 
www LJAcorn 

89 East Athens Street, Winder GA 30680 

IFB #500-26 SR 53 at Lumpkin Campground Road Intersection Improvements 

Dear Mr. Drewry: 

Bids for the above referenced project were received, opened, and read aloud at the Dawson County Finance 
Department on July 9, 2026, at 3:00 PM. Technical evaluations of the bids submitted have been completed 
and Table 1 below lists the results: 

Company Name Total Cost 
1 Azimuth Contractors LLC $2,158,296.61 
2 R&B Developer, Inc $2,161,162.25 
3 F.S. Scarbrough, LLC $2,328,300.00 
4 Wilson Construction Management $2,333,546.00 
5 Ohmshiv Construction, LLC $2,345,534.35 
6 Backbone Infrastructure, LLC $2,376,791.50 
7 Bartow Paving Company, Inc $2,600,000.00 
8 Baldwin Paving Company $11,285,615.47 

Table 1 - Bids Received 

A thorough review has confirmed that each proposal has met all the prescribed requirements in the bid 
documents. Bid Bonds may be returned to the remaining bidders at your earliest opportunity. 

Azimuth Contractors LLC submitted the qualifying low bid for the project. The low bid is 31 % lower than 
the engineer's estimate and is reflective of the current market. Therefore, I recommend award of the SR 
53 at Lumpkin Campground Road Intersection Improvements Project to Azimuth Contractors LLC. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information. 

Don Clerici, P.E. 
President 

\ 
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Total Cost

1 Azimuth Contractors LLC $2,158,296.61

2 R&B Developer Inc $2,161,162.25

3 F.S. Scarbrough, LLC $2,328,300.00

4 Wilson Construction Management LLC $2,333,546.00

5 Ohmshiv Construction, LLC $2,345,534.35

6 Backbone Infrastructure, LLC $2,376,791.50

7 Bartow Paving Company, Inc $2,600,000.00

8 Baldwin Paving Company $11,285,615.47

Company Name

IFB #500-26 State Route 53 at Lumpkin 

Campground Road Intersection Improvements 

Bid Tab
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IFB #500-26 State Route 53 at 
Lumpkin Campground Road 
Intersection Improvements

August 6, 2026
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Scope of Work Overview

• Contractor is to provide all labor and materials to perform a turnkey 
intersection improvement project.

• The project aligns with the GDOT concept plan for State Route 53

• Includes additional lane for State Route 53

• improves turning movements on both State 53 and Lumpkin 
Campground Road

• Upgrades the traffic signal to accommodate turn lanes 
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Bid Tabulation
• Eight bids were submitted and reviewed by Public Works Staff and LJA

• Lowest bid is 31% lower than the engineer’s estimate
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Staff Recommendation

• Staff respectfully requests the Board to accept the bids received and 
award a contract to Azimuth Contractors, LLC in the amount of 
$2,158,296.61 with a 10% County-controlled contingency in the 
amount of $215,829. 

• This project is up to 70% funded by the Georgia Department of 
Transportation through LMIG, remaining funds from TSPLOST, some 
private funding from local development, and Impact Fees.
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NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Dawson County Board of Commissioners has tentatively adopted a 2026 millage rate 
which will require an increase in property taxes by 4.50 percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room at the Dawson County Courthouse/Administration Building 
located at 25 Justice Way, Dawsonville, Georgia on August 6, 2026 at 11:00 a.m.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase will be held in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room at the Dawson County Courthouse/Administration Building 
located at 25 Justice Way, Dawsonville, Georgia on August 6, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. and August 
20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

The tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 5.463 mills, an increase of 0.235 mills. 
Without this tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 5.228 mills. The 
proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $525,000 is approximately $49.35 
and the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $400,000 
is approximately $37.60. 
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PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF MILLAGE RATE FOR 2026

The Dawson County Board of Commissioners today announces its intention to increase the 2026 property taxes it will levy this year by 
4.50% over the rollback millage rate.

Each year, the Board of Tax Assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax purposes of taxable property in the County. 
When the trend of prices on properties that have recently sold in the County indicate there has been an increase in the fair market value of 
any specific property, the Board of Tax Assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such property and adjust the assessment. 

This is called a reassessment.

When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires a rollback millage rate must be computed that will produce the 
same total revenue on the current year’s digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred. 

The budget tentatively adopted by the Dawson County Board of Commissioners requires a millage rate higher than the rollback rate; 
therefore, before the Dawson County Board of Commissioners may finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law 
requires three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on the increase.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Dawson 
County Courthouse/Administration Building located at 25 Justice Way, Dawsonville, Georgia at the following times:

1st Public Hearing:		  Thursday, August 6, 2026 11:00 a.m.

2nd Public Hearing:		  Thursday, August 6, 2026 6:00 p.m.

3rd Public Hearing:		  Thursday, August 20, 2026 5:00 p.m.

Millage adoption: 		  Thursday, August 20, 2026 6:00 p.m. 32



2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
Real & Personal 1,780,490,982 2,063,613,262 2,790,991,395 3,008,388,309 3,209,898,581 3,518,581,446

Motor Vehicles 14,599,480 13,548,070 14,182,060 13,579,560 12,694,240 11,879,810

Mobile Homes 2,012,335 2,133,907 2,337,092 2,601,407 2,529,143 2,692,200

Timber - 100% 42,210 69,566 21,931 277,525 124,680 147,149

Heavy Duty Equipment 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gross Digest 1,797,145,007 2,079,364,805 2,807,532,478 3,024,846,801 3,225,246,644 3,533,300,605

Less Exemptions 238,279,470 226,532,070 270,016,751 314,248,547 432,197,340 477,845,728

NET DIGEST VALUE 1,558,865,537 1,852,832,735 2,537,515,727 2,710,598,254 2,793,049,304 3,055,454,877

Gross Maintenance & Operation 
Millage

13.0630 12.3455 9.6810 9.4330 9.4540 9.1308

Less Rollbacks                  (Local 
Option Sales Tax & Insurance 

Premium)
5.4380 5.1230 4.0470 3.9700 3.9910 3.6678

NET M&O MILLAGE RATE 7.6250 7.2225 5.6340 5.4630 5.4630 5.4630

TAX NET M&O TAXES LEVIED $11,886,350 $13,382,084 $14,296,364 $14,807,998 $15,258,428 $16,691,950

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
Real & Personal 171,242,679 202,942,724 272,834,315 286,888,498 305,867,393 358,598,281

Motor Vehicles 205,940 275,210 321,930 348,690 428,940 438,270

Mobile Homes 0 0 0 0 0 0

Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0

Heavy Duty Equipment 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gross Digest 171,448,619 203,217,934 273,156,245 287,237,188 306,296,333 359,036,551

Less Exemptions 25,461,001 26,839,464 28,823,685 32,622,999 50,214,459 56,920,234

NET DIGEST VALUE 145,987,618 176,378,470 244,332,560 254,614,189 256,081,874 302,116,317

Gross Maintenance & Operation 
Millage

13.0630 12.3455 9.6810 9.4330 9.4540 9.1308

Less Rollback                      (Local 
Option Sales Tax)

5.4380 5.1230 4.0470 3.9700 3.9910 3.6678

NET M&O MILLAGE RATE 7.6250 7.2225 5.6340 5.4630 5.4630 5.4630

TAX NET M&O TAXES LEVIED $1,113,156 $1,273,893 $1,376,570 $1,390,957 $1,398,975 $1,650,461

V
A
L
U
E

R
A
T
E

INCORPORATED

following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.
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NOTICE
The Dawson County Board of Commissioners does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the

Dawson County Government Center, 25 Justice Way, on August 20, 2026 at 6:00 PM and pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the

U
N
I
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O
R
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A
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D
 
A
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E
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UNINCORPORATED

V
A
L
U
E

CURRENT 2026 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

R
A
T
E

TOTAL COUNTY 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
TOTAL DIGEST VALUE 1,704,853,155 2,029,211,205 2,781,848,287 2,965,212,443 3,049,131,178 3,357,571,194

TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED $12,999,505 $14,655,978 $15,672,933 $16,198,956 $16,657,404 $18,342,411

Net Tax $ Increase $235,610 $1,656,473 $1,016,955 $526,022 $458,448 $1,685,008

Net Tax % Increase 1.85% 12.74% 6.94% 3.36% 2.83% 10.12%

TOTAL COUNTY

http://www.etax.dor.ga.gov/ptd/download/index.aspx
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

The Dawson County Board of Commissioners will hold a special called meeting beginning at 11 a.m. 

Thursday, August 6, 2026, for the purpose of holding a public hearing concerning the 2026 millage rate. 

The meeting will be held in the Assembly Room located on the second floor of the Dawson County 

Government Center/Courthouse, 25 Justice Way, Dawsonville, GA 30534. The public is invited to attend. 
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