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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

TO IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

   

A.  ROLL CALL 

B.  INVOCATION 

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

D.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

E.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes of the Work Session held on December 3, 2020  
2. Minutes of the Voting Session held on December 3, 2020  

F.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

G.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

H.  ZONINGS 
1. ZA 20-08 - Fox Creek Properties requests to rezone TMP 112-109, 104-065, 112-019, 112-

013, 113-057-002 and 112-018 from RA (Residential Agriculture), RPC (Residential 

Planned Community), CHB (Commercial Highway Business), CPCD (Commercial 

Planned Community Development) and COI (Commercial Office Institution) to Mixed Use 

Village for the purpose of developing single-family, multi-family, 

retail/commercial/office, hotel, and light industrial uses (Georgia 400 and Lumpkin 

Campground Road). 

 
2. ZA 20-18 - The Pacific Group requests to rezone TMP 106-053 and 106-052 from 

RS (Residential Suburban) to RS3 (Residential Suburban 3) for the purpose of developing 

a 183 residential lot subdivision (Dawson Forest Road). 

 
3. ZA 20-22 - Jim King on behalf of Piedmont Residential requests to rezone TMP 114-033-

005 from RA (Residential Agriculture) to RMF (Residential Multi-Family) for the purpose 

of developing a 145 semi-detached residential lot subdivision (Dawson Forest Road East). 

I.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Request for Approval of FY 2021 State Public Defender Contract 
2. Consideration of Request for Approval of FY 2021 Public Defender Intergovernmental 

Agreement Between Dawson and Hall Counties 
3. Consideration of 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Application Approval 

Request 
4. Consideration of Request for Funding and Contract with EagleView Imagery 
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5. Consideration of Board Appointments:  

     a. Board of Tax Assessors 
          i. Sam Gutherie- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2025) 

     b. Planning Commission 
          i. Jason Hamby, District 1- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

             2021) 

         ii. John Maloney, District 2- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through 

             December 2022)       

        iii. Tim Bennett, District 3- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

             2021) 

        iv. Neil Hornsey, District 4- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

             2022) 
6. Consideration of Annexation #C2100043 (Amended) 

J.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

K.  ADJOURNMENT  
 

*Executive Session may follow the Voting Session meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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Minutes 12-03-2020 Work Session 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – DECEMBER 3, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; Commissioner 

Julie Hughes Nix, District 4; County Attorney Sam VanVolkenburgh; County Clerk Kristen 

Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. County Manager David Headley was not 

present. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Proposed FY 2021 Budget (2nd of 3 hearings; the 1st hearing was held on November 19, 2020, 

and the 3rd hearing will be held at the December 3, 2020, Voting Session immediately following 

the Work Session) 

The Board of Commissioners reviewed, discussed and made recommendations concerning the 

Proposed FY 2021 Budget. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the Proposed FY 2021 Budget. 

 

The following spoke on the Proposed FY 2021 Budget: 

 

 Tony Passarello, Dawsonville, Georgia, thanked board members for their “kind 

comments” regarding the Good Shepherd Clinic during the board’s budget discussions. 

He said the Good Shepherd Clinic administers to a “very specific population of the 

county” and the clinic’s board, on which he sits, currently is planning “how we’re going 

to administer the [COVID-19] vaccine to that population.” He said the clinic is expected 

to roll out a campaign to help offset some of the costs associated with administering the 

vaccine and noted the $20,000 the Good Shepherd Clinic requests “would go a long 

way.” 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the 

Proposed FY 2021 Budget and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Presentation of Request for Approval of FY 2021 State Public Defender Contract- Public 

Defender Brad Morris / Senior Assistant Public Defender Brock Johnson 

This item, presented by Senior Assistant Public Defender Brock Johnson, will be placed 

on the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

2. Presentation of Request for Approval of FY 2021 Public Defender Intergovernmental 

Agreement Between Dawson and Hall Counties- Public Defender Brad Morris / Senior 

Assistant Public Defender Brock Johnson 

This item, presented by Senior Assistant Public Defender Brock Johnson, will be placed 

on the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

3



 

Page 2 of 2 

Minutes 12-03-2020 Work Session 

 

 

 

3. Presentation of Request to Purchase a Ladder Truck- Emergency Services Director Danny 

Thompson 

This item will be added to the December 3, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

4. Presentation of 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Application Approval 

Request- Public Works Director David McKee 

This item will be placed on the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

5. Presentation of Harry Sosebee Road / Lee Castleberry Road Roundabout Right-of-Way 

Acquisition- Public Works Director David McKee 

This item will be placed on the December 3, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

6. Presentation of Request for Funding and Contract with EagleView Imagery- Planning & 

Development Director Jameson Kinley / Chief Appraiser Elaine Garrett 

This item will be placed on the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

7. Presentation of Board Appointments:  

     a. Board of Tax Assessors 
           i. Sam Gutherie- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2025) 

             b. Planning Commission  

                  i. Jason Hamby, District 1- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

                     2021) 

                 ii. John Maloney, District 2- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

                     2022) 

                iii. Tim Bennett, District 3- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

                     2021) 

                iv. Neil Hornsey, District 4- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

                     2022) 

This item will be placed on the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

8. Discussion of Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax VII 

This item will be placed on the December 17, 2020, Work Session Agenda for 

presentation. 

 

9. County Manager Report 

This item, presented by Chief Financial Officer Vickie Neikirk, was for information only. 

 

10. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney VanVolkenburgh had no information to report. 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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Minutes 12-03-2020 Voting Session 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – DECEMBER 3, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, 

District 1; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; 

Commissioner Julie Hughes Nix, District 4; County Manager David Headley; County Attorney 

Sam VanVolkenburgh; County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

County Manager David Headley was not present. 

 

INVOCATION: Chairman Thurmond 

        

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Chairman Thurmond said Chamber of Commerce President Christie Moore, who will depart the 

chamber later in December, wished to address the board. 

Moore said she was not speaking in an official capacity but wished to publicly thank the Board 

of Commissioners (BOC). She said she has attended countless meetings with board members, 

enjoyed working alongside them for the past eight years, and appreciated their dedication and 

sacrifices.  

 

Public Affairs Officer Laura Fulcher announced several upcoming activities, including Senior 

Services making available for purchase home-delivered meal holiday certificates; 25 Days of 

Christmas concerning fire prevention; and free flu shots being offered by the Good Shepherd 

Clinic. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on November 19, 2020. 

Fausett/Satterfield 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on November 19, 2020. 

Nix/Gaines 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda with the following change: 

 Addition of Nos. 3 through 5 under New Business: 

o Request to Purchase a Ladder Truck 

o Harry Sosebee Road / Lee Castleberry Road Roundabout Right-of-Way 

Acquisition 

o D53 LLC Settlement Agreement 

 

Gaines/Fausett 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 
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PUBLIC HEARING: 

Proposed FY 2021 Budget (3rd of 3 hearings; the 1st hearing was held on November 19, 2020, 

and the 2nd hearing was held at the December 3, 2020, Work Session) 

The BOC reviewed, discussed and made recommendations concerning the Proposed FY 2021 

Budget. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the Proposed FY 2021 Budget and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Proposed FY 2021 Budget – all funds in the amount of 

$47,399,332. Satterfield/Fausett  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

ZA 20-15 – Arquim Velasquez requests to rezone TMP L15-116-009 from RA (Residential 

Agriculture) to CHI (Commercial Highway Intensive) for the purpose of opening a landscape 

supply business (Highway 53 East). (Tabled from the November 19, 2020, Voting Session, at 

which time a public hearing was held)  

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said his department met with the applicant at 

the subject property and the applicant agreed to stipulations. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve ZA 20-15 with the following stipulations: 

1. An additional 10-foot planted screen buffer is to be applied to the northern portion of the 

property that is adjacent to the residential neighborhood. This is to be per specs of the 

Dawson County Buffer, Landscape and Tree Ordinance in order to reduce or eliminate 

noise or visual effects that may negatively impact the residential area; and 

2. With the exception of the entrance to the property, an undisturbed buffer of 50 feet from 

the property line fronting Highway 53 is to be adhered to; this is to help screen drivers 

along 53 from any unwanted visual effects, including tractor trailers. 

 

Gaines/Fausett 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of IFB #371-20 - Stand-By Road Striping Award Recommendation 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve IFB #371-20 - Stand-By Road Striping Award Recommendation; 

to accept the bids submitted and to award a contract to Peek Pavement Marking for pricing 

offered - using funds from the Road department’s regular operating budget, Local Maintenance 

& Improvement Grant funds, and Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax VI funds. 

Satterfield/Nix 

 

Consideration to Move Forward with Public Hearings for Residential Planned Community 

Zoning District Road Maintenance 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve to Move Forward with Public Hearings for Residential Planned 

Community Zoning District Road Maintenance. Fausett/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Request to Purchase a Ladder Truck 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Request to Purchase a Ladder Truck for $1,198,639, to direct 

staff to send a letter of intent / purchase order, and look into funding sources - with funding 
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options of:  Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST VI), a lease/purchase agreement, 

or the county’s general fund. Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Harry Sosebee Road / Lee Castleberry Road Roundabout Right-of-Way 

Acquisition 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Harry Sosebee Road / Lee Castleberry Road Roundabout 

Right-of-Way Acquisition. Gaines/Nix 

 

Consideration of D53 LLC Settlement Agreement 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a settlement agreement between Dawson County and D53 LLC. 

Satterfield/Fausett 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Chamber of Commerce President Christie Moore said the City of Dawsonville’s annual 

Christmas tree lighting and parade event has been postponed a day to December 5, 2020, due to 

forecasted heavy rains on the original event date. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 
Applicant ...................................................................Fox Creek Properties, Inc. 
 
Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 20-08 
 
Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from CHB (Commercial 

Highway Business), R-A (Residential 
Agriculture), RPC (Residential Planned 
Community), CPCD (Commercial Planned 
Community Development), COI 
(Commercial Office Institution) to MUV 
(Mixed Use Village)  

 
Proposed Use ............................................................Mixed Use Village consisting of a 

comprehensive development ranging from 
single family residential through light 
industrial 

 
Current Zoning ........................................................CHB (Commercial Highway Business), R-A 

(Residential Agriculture), RPC (Residential 
Planned Community), CPCD (Commercial 
Planned Community Development), C-OI 
(Commercial Office Institution) 

 
Size .............................................................................517± acres 
 
Location .................................................................... Corner of Lumpkin Campground Rd and 

GA Hwy 400 with frontage along Hwy 53 & 
Grant Road   

 
Tax Parcel .................................................................112 019, 113 057 002, 112 109, 104 065, 

112 018 and 112 013 
 
Planning Commission Date .....................................August 18th, 2020 
 
Board of Commissioners Date…………………... September 17th, 2020 
 
 
 
Applicant Proposal 
The proposed development consists of 8 “pods”. There are 653 single family lots, 288 multi-
family housing units, 125 hotel rooms, approximately 60,000 square feet of 
commercial/retail/office space, and 30 acres of light industrial. 
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History and Existing Land Uses  
The purposed development centers on the previous Southern Catholic College location.  The land 
was cleared and a single building was started when the development was abandoned.  It currently 
sits vacant.   
 
   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North R-A Residential & Farming 

South C-HB Commercial   

East C-HB Commercial 

West RSR/R-A Residential 

 
Development Support and Constraints 
The limitations of this project revolves around two major constraints. First, is water and sewer 
availability with Etowah Water and Sewer Authority. The second, is environmental factors such 
as steep terrain and multiple stream buffers throughout these parcels. As a Mixed Use Village 
zoning classification, this will have to get a second look through the zoning process, if approved. 
We will be looking at these much closer if approved. 
 
Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 
 
According to the 2013-2033 Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use 
Plan), the subject property is identified as Residential Planned Community/Rural 
Residential/Suburban Residential.  
 
Public Facilities/Impacts 
 

Engineering Department –   No comments returned.    
 
Environmental Health Department –  

No comments necessary due to Etowah Water and Sewer facilitating the water and sewer 
treatment of the development. 
 

Emergency Services – Please see the attached memo from Fire Marshal Jeff Bailey. 
 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority –“Off-site extensions/upgrades will be required to 
provide water and sewer service to the development as well as on-site to be funded by the 
developer.”   
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Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – “As of right now, the police protection is not adequate in 
the area.  Request for additional staffing would be necessary.  Increase in residential/retail 
anticipated to result in increased calls for service.”  

 
Board of Education –“Additional students would be accommodated by adding additional 
teaching staff.  Each school has capacity to grow by several hundred students.  The school 
system has capacity at each location listed above.  The district also has multiple tracts of land 
to build schools as needed in the future.  

 
      Georgia Department of Transportation – Additional coordination with GDOT will be 
necessary for this project. 
 
 
Analysis 
 

• Planned growth is always preferable. This concept plan follows the ideals of our 
comprehensive plan in that it show the majority of commercial along 400 and Lumpkin 
Campground. It feathers in the less intensive apartments behind the commercial through 
to the single family lots.  

• With a manageable 1.77 unit per acre spread over 500+ acres, this will make is much 
easier to obtain the 30 % open space requirement. This allow for better buffers to streams 
and more strategic placement of storm water management facilities. This allows us to 
better plan and mitigate environmental impact. 

• Current zoning allows for the majority of this project to commence without rezoning. 
Rezoning to MUV allows for more county/community input into the physical planning 
process and the county will get a better consistent and uniform product. These types of 
developments better lend themselves to long term sustainability. 

• MUV is a two part zoning process. At this stage we are looking at 7 factors 
1) Proposed Uses 

• Keeping the proposed Light Industrial, Retail, and Hotel at the front of the 
development near Hwy 400 this goes with the general character of what we look for 
in growth along the GA 400 Corridor with those types of uses highway facing and the 
residential portion further off of the road.   

2) Number of units per use 
• 639 single-family lots 
• 288 multi-family units 
• 125 hotel rooms 
• 44,000 square feet of commercial/retail/office space 
• 375,000 as light industrial space 

3) Designated Areas of Use 
• See Site Plan 

4) Open Space, Amenities, Road Systems, Access Points 
• Open Space 49.2% roughly 257 acres (required 156 acres or 30 %) 
• Three separate amenities areas are associated with residential portions of the 

development.   
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• Road systems for concept plan we understand the intent would have 2 access points 
on GA 400 & Lumpkin Campground.  Further discussion regarding road systems and 
coordination with GDOT will be necessary.   

• 2 access points: Lumpkin Campground Rd. & Georgia 400  
5) Location of all wetlands and streams as those terms are defined under State and Federal 

Law 
• Per site plan this does not encroach on any wetlands and stays off of appropriate 

stream buffers.   
6) Public & Private Streets 

• Not listed on site plan 
7) As it is currently zoned the density would be as follows: 

• C-OI (per the previous zoning approval ZA 00-14 based upon faculty/staff within the 
Southern Catholic College dorms and faculty housing) 3000 

• Residential Planned Community 81units (1 per acre) 
• CPCD 300 units (50 acres at 6 units per acre) 

  
A Mixed Use Village is described within the Comprehensive Plan as a live, work, play 

Community that is centered around a “Village Center” with civic open space.  The most 
important idea of the Mixed Use Village is the idea of public space which is accessible by 
walking or bike paths and feathered density surrounding the Center.  Mixed Used Villages 
should be a balance of jobs and housing in a creative, planned community with “corner stores”, 
specialty boutiques and small grocers.   

It is in the opinion of the Planning Department, that this plan does a good job of 
providing an environmentally friendly concept while checking the boxes for the requirements of 
the Mixed Use Village zoning classification. However, it does not provide a village center and 
the live, work, play community that is described within our Comprehensive Plan.     
 
 
The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Adjacent properties to the North and West are residentially zoned and consistent with the 
Future Land Use Map.  Adjacent Properties to the South and East are zoned commercially 
and consistent with the Future Land Use Map.     

 
B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 
There should be no diminishment of property values.   

 
C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 
There should be no destruction of property values. 
 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 
individual property owner. 

The addition of an industrial park will bring additional jobs paying a higher wage (than 
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retail) to the County.     
 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 
The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification due to the location and 
close proximity to GA 400.     
 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 
considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 
property. 

The property (TMP 112 019) has been vacant since 2005.  The other parcels are vacant 
land. 
  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 
hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The purposed development would bring additional tax revenue to the county with the 
retail stores, restaurants, hotel and industrial in adjunct to the jobs that this would provide 
to area residents.  The development would also bring an additional 927 (approximate) 
homes in the form of residential multi-family and single family, with the before 
mentioned, comes traffic, crime and public safety concerns from citizens.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictures of Property:  
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Aerial: 
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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Topography: 
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Site Plan: 
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GARY R. WILDEBOER

PB 1, PG. 193
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DAWSON FOREST

DAWSON COUNTY, GEORGIA

CONCEPT PLAN

DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY

DEVELOPER:

THE PACIFIC GROUP INC.

5755 DUPREE DR NW

ATLANTA, GA 30327

ENGINEER:

GREYDEN ENGINEERING LLC

12460 CRABAPPLE RD; STE 202-374

ALPHARETTA, GA 30004

770-573-4801

PARCEL: 106 053

OWNER:

MARATHON DEVELOPMENT INC

86 HUCKLEBERRY FORD

DAWSONVILLE, GA 30534

LAND LOT:351,350,366,306

DISTRICT: 13

AREA: 61.15 ACRES

EXISITNG ZONING= RS

PARCEL: 106 052

OWNER:

WILDEBOER GARY R

2367 DAWSON FOREST RD EST

DAWSONVILLE, GA 30534

LAND LOT: 366

DISTRICT: 13

AREA: 9.00 ACRES

EXISITNG ZONING= RS

TOTAL ACRES: 70.15

PROPOSED ZONING  =RS-2 (CONSERVATION)

SETBACKS:

FRONT = 30'

SIDE = 10'

REAR = 20'

MIN. LOT AREA: 6,000 SF (CONSERVATION)

MIN. LOT WIDTH: 60 FT    (CONSERVATION)

MIN LOT DEPTH: 100FT

REQ'D  OPEN SPACE: 40%

PROPOSED OPEN SPACE: 50.0% (35.08 AC)

LOTS SHOWN: 137 UNITS

DENSITY: 1.96 UPA
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 

Applicant ...................................................................Kevin Seifert/ The Pacific Group, Inc 

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 20-18 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from RS (Residential 

Suburban) to RS-3 (Residential Suburban)  

 

Proposed Use ............................................................Single family residential  

 

Current Zoning ........................................................RS (Residential Suburban)  

 

Size .............................................................................70± acres 

 

Location ....................................................................Dawson Forest  

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................106-053, 106-052  

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................October 20, 2020 

 

Board of Commission Date………………………..November 19, 2020  

 

 

Applicant Proposal 
 

The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from RS (Residential Suburban) to RS-3 

(Residential Sub-urban) for the purpose of continuing “The Oaks” development that was 

previous approved by Dawson County.  

 

History and Existing Land Uses  

Parcel 106-053 was rezoning 5/14/1996 under ZA96-05 Marathon Development as a part of the 

Country Crossing development to the north off of Grizzle Road.  

 

 

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North RS Residential 

South VCR Residential 

East CPCD/RMF Residential 

West RS Residential 
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Development Support and Constraints 

 

The extension of water and sewer. 

  

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Suburban Residential, which RS-3 is a potential subset of.       

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department – Asphalt is in optimal condition.  FDR in 2017, good vertical and 

horizontal alignment based on concept provided.  Moderate to high traffic flow, no 

improvements planned by Dawson County at this time.  Public Works requests a traffic 

impact study to be submitted for review prior to plan approval for construction.     

 

Environmental Health Department – No comments returned.   

 

Emergency Services – Development will cause increased County population, resulting in a 

proportionate increase in calls for service to Emergency Services and further tasking existing 

response capability. Second apparatus access via Huckleberry Ford shall meet stipulations of 

2018 IFC appendix D. 

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – Water main upgrades and extensions will be required 

to provide adequate potable and sewer at the developer’s expense.   

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments returned.   

 

Board of Education – No facility additions would be necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

 RS-3 is a newly added classification in order to allow a higher density classification the one 

unit per acre for single family residential developments. Along 400 and down Dawson Forest 

is where we expect to see this growth.  
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The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 

 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
The majority of all surrounding classifications are some type of residential. There are 

two commercial properties with less insensitive Commercial Crossroads Business 

zoning classifications. 

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

There should be no diminishment of property values. 

 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  

 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification and would be considered 

a subset of the Future Land Use Map designation.     

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

The property is vacant. It was originally designated to be an extension of Country 

Crossings. The application has it apart of The Oaks which is the neighboring property to 

the east. The Oaks is currently in the land disturbance phase.  

  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The current zoning would not allow for what the applicant is trying to accomplish. 
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Pictures of Property: 
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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Topography:  
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Aerial: 
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1. Total lot count shall not exceed 137 lots 

2. This shall be a Conservation design and shall abide by Article X of the Land Use Ordinance 

3. There shall be a minimum 150’ undisturbed buffer to all properties to the north, west, and south 

of the community as shown on Exhibit C, the Zoning Site Plan.  The allowed deviations from this 

150’ are represented on Exhibit C.   

4. Carriage style garage doors with decorative hardware or other embellishments shall be used on all 

homes and each home shall have not less than a two-car garage; 

5. The roofing material used on all homes shall be cedar shake, 3-tab architectural/dimensional style 

asphalt shingles or metal as appropriate to the architectural style of each home as determined by 

the builder; 

6. All overhangs including gables and side gables will have a minimum of a 12-inch overhang on all 

sides; 

7. The developer shall use a variety of techniques to avoid the monotonous appearance of identical 

homes. Such techniques may employ among others the use of differing front elevations, 

architectural styles, building exteriors, and other similar techniques so that no house is the same 

as any house directly in front or on either adjacent side of it;   

8. All roofs and gables shall be of a pitch no less than 8/12. This condition shall not apply to dormers, 

porches, bay windows, and third floor retreats; 

9. All homes shall have a minimum of two 12-inch house and foundation offsets in the front;  

10. Poured concrete retaining walls visible from the right of way must be painted or faced with stone 

or brick. No wooden retaining walls over 3-feet in height shall be permitted; 

11. The exterior materials for all homes shall consist of brick, stone, cement-based lap siding, cement-

based siding panels, cedar and/or shake; 

12. The front facade of all homes shall have a minimum of forty-five (45%) brick, stone and/or shake 

with accents, such as, but not limited to, hardi-plank lap siding; 

13. Homes shall have a minimum heated floor area of 1,800 square feet.  At least 75% of the homes 

shall have a minimum heated floor area of 2,200 square feet; 

14. All roof vents, pipes, and other roof equipment (except chimneys) shall be located on the rear 

elevations and shall be painted to match the color of the roof; 

15. No above-ground swimming pools shall be permitted; 

16. No window air conditioning unit may be installed; 

17. Developer shall allow Georgia Native Plant Society to rescue any native plants prior to grading the 

property; 

18. Developer shall provide an amenity area with a pool, cabana, and playground; 

19. Developer shall construct a 4’ tall 4-strand barb wire fence running the entire length of the 

northern shared property line with Country Crossings Recreation Association, Inc.  This fence shall 

be located on the property line where the shared property line falls south of the creek and shall be 

located approx. 50’ south of creek where the property line falls north of the creek; 

20. At purchase of each building permit, each home shall be subject to the then current Total Impact 

Fee for single-family detached housing plus an additional $1,000 

21. Entrance on Dawson Forest Rd must include a waterfall feature 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 

Applicant ...................................................................Jim King 

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 20-22 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone a portion of the property from R-A 

(Residential Agricultural) to RMF 

(Residential Multi-Family) 

 

Proposed Use ............................................................To construct 145 units of Multi-Family 

(semi-attached homes) 

 

Current Zoning ........................................................R-A (Residential Agricultural) 

 

Size .............................................................................30.48± acres 

 

Location ....................................................................Dawson Forest Rd. East   

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................114-033-005 

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................November 17, 2020 

 

Board of Commissioners Date……………………December 17, 2020 

 

 

 

Applicant Proposal 
 

The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from R-A (Residential Agricultural) to RMF 

(Residential Multi Family) for the purpose of building a 145 unit Multi-Family semi-detached 

single family residences.         

History and Existing Land Uses  

The current use of the property is vacant land.     

 

 

   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North RMF Multi Family (Apartments) 

South RMF Multi Family (Apartments) 

East R-A Vacant Land 

West CPCD Commercial 
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Development Support and Constraints 

There appears to be adequate utilities to support both commercial and multi-family uses in this 

area.     

 

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Commercial Highway Business.   

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department – Will need a traffic impact study t determine full impacts to 

access.  Dawson County is currently working with GDOT and surrounds property owners to 

the east on a Round a bout at the Dawson Forest and SR 53 intersection.  It is anticipated that 

the construction on the traffic circle will begin this coming spring.  The property is located 

adjacent to a tributary to Lake Lanier and is in the Lake Lanier watershed 

 

Environmental Health Department – No comments necessary.  Project will be handled by 

EWSA.   

      

Emergency Services – Please see attached.   

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – Water is adjacent to property.  Upgrades to the system 

would be required for the development.  Upgrades & extensions will be required for water 

and sanitary sewer service to the be designed and installed per EWSA specs at the 

developer’s expense.   

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments returned    

 

Georgia Department of Transportation: Coordination with GDOT will be necessary for this 

project.    

 

 

The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 

 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Adjacent properties to the North and South are multi-family zoned.  The property to the 

West is commercially zoned.  The land to the East is zoned agriculture.  This parcel is 

located in the 400 Corridor with commercial adjacent.       

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

There should be no diminished values to the surrounding properties. 
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C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved. 

  

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The property is suitable for the proposed land use classification due to being located in 

close proximity to Hwy 400.   

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

The land has always been vacant.   

  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The staff has not identified any specific, unusual or unique facts in this case giving rise to 

any hardship on the part of the community.   

 

 

 

Analysis 

Our Comprehensive Plan defines development in this area to include developed or undeveloped 

land on both sides of lands designated along Georgia 400. This area includes retail centers, office 

and employment areas usually located on large tracts of land with campus or unified development, 

mixed use activity centers, multi-family development, light industrial and other associated uses. 

 

Residential Multifamily is an appropriate zoning classification in align with our comprehensive 

plan. The site plan will have to include a second entrance to meet subdivision regulations. The 

concept of have the residential density behind the potential commercial frontage is aligned with 

over concept for the 400 Corridor. Although we would like to see more of an inclusive 

development to include the commercial as well. This rezoning is just for a portion of the property, 

while the rest is to be left vacant.  

 

It is important to note that the Planning Department is in the process of updating the 400 Corridor 

guidelines. This development will be held to the guidelines in-place at the time of development 

unless otherwise stipulated.  
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Pictures of Property: 
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Aerial:  
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Topography: 
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Future Land Use: 
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Site Plan: 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: 2800-Public Defender            Work Session: 12/03/2020 
 
Prepared By: ISABEL CHAVEZ               Voting Session:12/03/2020 
 
Presenter: Brad Morris/Brock Johnson        Public Hearing:  Yes  No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF FY 2021 STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

CONTRACT 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  X    No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

2800 571001-000 184,121.85 184,121.85 184,121.85 . 

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 11/19/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 11/19/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Dawson County has contracted with GPDC since the public defender system’s inception (our office 

started operating in January 2005) for the GPDC to employ one attorney and one administrative 

assistance as state employees via contract. The contract covers the two employees’ salaries and cost 

of employment as set forth in attachment B to the state contract. And a 5% management fee. 

The expense required to fund this contract has been requested and approved in the 2021 budget. The 

contract renews the agreement between Dawson County and the Georgia Public Defender Council 

(“GPDC”) for the new Fiscal and Calendar year 2021. 

Attachment- INDIGENT DEFENSE SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CIRCUIT PUBLIC 

DEFENDER OFFICE OF THE NORTHEASTERN JUDICAIL CIRCUIT AND THE GOVERNING 

AUTHORITY IF DAWSON COUNTY (FY 2021) 
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INDIGENT DEFENSE SERVICES AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE OF THE 
NORTHEASTERN JUDICIAL CIRCUIT AND THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF 

DAWSON COUNTY 
 

 THIS AGREEMENT is entered into this _____ day of _______, 2020, between the 
Circuit Public Defender Office of the Northeastern Judicial Circuit (herein referred to as “the Public 
Defender Office”) and the governing authority of Dawson County, a body politic and a subdivision 
of the State of Georgia (herein referred to as “the County”) and is effective January 1, 2021. 
 

WITNESSETH: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Public Defender Office and the County enter into this agreement to 
implement the provisions of the Georgia Indigent Defense Act of 2003, as amended, including the 
provisions quoted below; and  
 
 WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-23 (d) provides as follows: 
 

A city or county may contract with the circuit public defender office for the 
provision of criminal defense for indigent persons accused of violating city or county 
ordinances or state laws. If a city or county does not contract with the circuit public 
defender office, the city or county shall be subject to all applicable standards adopted 
by the council for representation of indigent persons in this state; and 

 
WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-25 (b) provides as follows: 

 
The county or counties comprising the judicial circuit may supplement the salary of 
the circuit public defender in an amount as is or may  be authorized  by local Act or 
in an amount as may be determined by the governing authority of the county or 
counties, whichever is greater; and 

 
WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-26 (c) (4) provides as follows: 

 
Neither the circuit public defender nor any personnel compensated by the state 
pursuant to the provisions of this article shall be reimbursed from state funds for any 
expenses for which the person has been reimbursed from funds other than state 
funds; provided, however, that the governing authority of the county or counties 
comprising the judicial circuit are authorized to provide travel advances or to 
reimburse expenses which may be incurred by the person in the performance of his 
or her official duties to the extent the expenses are not reimbursed by the state as 
provided in this Code section; and 
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WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-30 (c) (6) provides as follows: 
 

The governing authority of the county or counties comprising a judicial circuit may 
supplement the salary or fringe benefits of any state paid position appointed 
pursuant to this article; and  

 
WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-31 provides in subsections (a) and (b) the following: 
 

(a) The circuit public defender in each judicial circuit may employ additional 
assistant circuit public defenders, deputy circuit public defenders, or other 
attorneys, investigators, paraprofessionals, clerical assistants, and other 
employees or independent contractors as may be provided for by local law or 
as may be authorized by the governing authority of the county or counties 
comprising the judicial circuit. The circuit public defender shall define the 
duties and fix the title of any attorney or other employee of the office of the 
circuit public defender. 

(b) Personnel employed by the circuit public defender pursuant to this Code 
section shall serve at the pleasure of the circuit public defender and shall be 
compensated by the county or counties comprising the judicial circuit, the 
manner and amount of compensation to be paid to be fixed either by local 
Act or by the circuit public defender with the approval of the county or 
counties comprising the judicial circuit. 

 
 WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-34 provides as follows: 

  
The governing authority of the county shall provide, in conjunction and cooperation 
with the other counties in the judicial circuit and in a pro rata share according to the 
population of each county, appropriate offices, utilities, telephone expenses, 
materials, and supplies as may be necessary to equip, maintain, and furnish the office 
or offices of the circuit public defender in an orderly and efficient manner. The 
provisions of an office, utilities, telephone expenses, materials, and supplies shall be 
subject to the budget procedures required by Article 1 of Chapter 81 of Title 36; and 
 

 WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 17-12-35 provides as follows: 
 

A circuit public defender office may contract with and may accept funds and grants 
from any public or private source; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the County is a body politic, existing and operating under the laws and 
Constitution of the State of Georgia with full power to enter into contracts and agreements with 
other political entities; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Public Defender Office is existing under the laws of the State of Georgia 
and operating under the laws and Constitution of the State of Georgia with full power to enter into 
contracts and agreements with other entities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the parties to this agreement to provide for the operation of 
an indigent defense system to assure that adequate and effective legal representation is provided, 
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independent of political considerations or private interests, to indigent defendants in criminal cases 
consistent with the standards adopted by the Georgia Public Defender Council. This system and this 
agreement include the following: 

 
(1) The provision by the Public Defender Office of the statutorily required services 
to the County; 

 
(2) The payment and provision for additional personnel by the County; 

  
 (3) The provision by the County of its pro rata share of the costs of appropriate 

offices, utilities, telephone expenses, materials, and supplies as may be necessary to 
equip, maintain, and furnish the office or offices of the circuit public defender in an 
orderly and efficient manner;  

 
(4)  Travel advances and reimbursement of expenses; 
 
(5)  Salary supplements; and 

 
(6) The provision for other matters necessary to carry out this agreement.   

 
 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises contained 
in the agreement and for Ten Dollars ($10) and other good and valuable consideration, IT IS 
AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 

ARTICLE 1 
 

STATUTORY PERSONNEL 
 

Section 1.01 Statutory Staffing. The Public Defender Office agrees to provide for the 
Northeastern Judicial Circuit full-time staff for a circuit public defender office or offices consisting 
of a circuit public defender; an assistant public defender for each superior court judge authorized for 
the circuit, excluding the chief judge and senior judges; an investigator; and 2 additional persons to 
perform administrative, clerical or paraprofessional services. 
 
Section 1.02 Statutory Services.  The Public Defender Office agrees to provide representation to 
indigent defendants in the following cases: 
 

(1) Cases prosecuted in the Superior Court of Dawson County under the laws of the State 
of Georgia in which there is a possibility that a sentence of imprisonment or probation 
or suspension of sentence of imprisonment may be adjudged; 

 
(2) Hearings in the Superior Court of Dawson County on a revocation of probation; 

 
(3) Cases prosecuted in the Juvenile Court of Dawson County in which a child may face a 

disposition in a delinquency case of confinement, commitment or probation; and 
 

(4) Direct appeals from a decision in cases described in (1), (2), and (3) above. 
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Section 1.03 Conflicts. The Public Defender Office agrees to provide for legal representation by an 
attorney who is not an employee of the Public Defender Office in cases described in Section 1.02 in 
which the Public Defender Office has a conflict of interest. 
 

 
ARTICLE 2 

 
ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL AND SERVICES 

 
Section 2.01 Additional personnel and services. The Public Defender Office agrees to provide 
and the County agrees to pay for the services and personnel described in Attachment A.  The parties 
agree to the terms of Attachment A. Attachment A is incorporated into this agreement by reference. 
The amount to be paid in Attachment A includes a nonrefundable 5% administrative services fee.  
Any additional personnel employed by the Public Defender Office pursuant to this section are full-
time state paid employees of the Public Defender Office in the unclassified service of the State Merit 
System of Personnel Administration with all the benefits provided by law to employees in the 
unclassified service.  The additional personnel serve at the pleasure of the Northeastern Judicial 
Circuit Public Defender.  The parties agree that the employment of additional personnel employed 
by the Public Defender Office pursuant to this section may be terminated by the Public Defender 
Office if the County does not pay for the cost of these personnel in advance in accordance with this 
agreement. 
 
Section 2.02 Provision of additional county employees.  The County agrees to pay for 50% of 
the personnel cost for two of the Hall County employees listed in Attachment B.  The County 
agrees to the payment terms as enumerated in a separate intergovernmental agreement between Hall 
County and Dawson County.  These employees are to remain employees of the Hall County. The 
County is the employer for these employees for all purposes, including, without limitation, 
compensation and employee benefits, but the employees are under the supervision of the circuit 
public defender. The circuit public defender shall define the duties and fix the title of these 
employees and the employees serve at the pleasure of the circuit public defender subject to any 
applicable County personnel policies. In the event that an employee listed in Attachment B leaves 
the employment of the County for any reason, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, the Public 
Defender Office is authorized to employ a person to replace the departed employee under the same 
terms and conditions as the departed employee (including salary) was employed, subject to the 
approval of the County, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld.  Attachment B is 
incorporated into this agreement by reference. 

   
ARTICLE 3 

 
PROVISION BY THE COUNTY OF ITS PRO RATA SHARE OF THE COSTS 

OF APPROPRIATE OFFICES, UTILITIES, TELEPHONE EXPENSES, 
MATERIALS, AND SUPPLIES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO EQUIP, 

MAINTAIN, AND FURNISH THE OFFICE OR OFFICES OF THE CIRCUIT 
PUBLIC DEFENDER. 

 
Section 3.01 Office expenses. The County agrees to pay its pro rata share of the operating 
expenditures for appropriate offices, utilities, telephone expenses, materials, and supplies to equip, 
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maintain, and furnish the office or offices of the Public Defender Office. Pro rata shall be the 
percentage obtained by using the population of the County by the U.S. decennial census of 2010 
count as the numerator and the total population of the counties in the Northeastern Judicial Circuit 
from the same census population as the denominator. 
 
     

ARTICLE 4 
 

TRAVEL AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES 
 
Section 4.01 Travel and expense reimbursement. The County agrees to provide travel advances 
and to reimburse expenses which may be incurred in the performance of the employee’s official 
duties under this agreement by an employee of the Public Defender Office to the extent the 
expenses are not reimbursed by the state and to the extent the expenses are authorized by the circuit 
public defender and the County. The County shall provide the Public Defender Office with the 
information concerning the travel advances and expense reimbursements required by the State 
Auditor. 

 
 

ARTICLE 5 
 

SALARY SUPPLEMENTS 
 

Section 5.01 Salary supplements. The County agrees to supplement the salaries of the state 
employees of the Public Defender Office listed in Attachment C in the amount indicated in 
Attachment C. The salary supplement for these state employees is paid directly to the employee by 
the County and all payroll taxes and benefits associated with the salary supplement are paid by the 
County. The parties to this agreement agree that a state employee who receives a salary supplement 
pursuant to this Section is a state employee and is under the supervision of the circuit public 
defender and not of the county and that a state employee who receives a salary supplement pursuant 
to this Section is not a county employee. The County shall provide the Public Defender Office with 
the information concerning the salary supplement required by the State Auditor. 

 
 
 

ARTICLE 6 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Section 6.01 Term. The term of this agreement is 1 year beginning January 1, 2021 and ending 
December 31, 2021. 
 
Section 6.02 Maintenance of effort. The County agrees that it will continue to fund indigent 
defense for the term of this agreement, at a minimum, at the level of its most recent budgeted level 
of funding (calendar year 2018) for indigent defense and as part of this support the county agrees to 
provide the space, equipment and operating expenses necessary to effectively operate the circuit 
public defender office.   
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Section 6.03 Severability. Any section, subsection, paragraph, term, condition, provision or other 
part (hereinafter collectively referred to as “part”) of this agreement that is judged, held, found, or 
declared to be voidable, void, invalid, illegal or otherwise not fully enforceable shall not affect any 
other part of this agreement, and the remainder of this agreement shall continue to be of full force 
and effect.  Any agreement of the parties to amend, modify, eliminate, or otherwise change any part 
of this agreement shall not affect any other part of this agreement, and the remainder of this 
agreement shall continue to be of full force and effect. 
 
Section 6.04 Cooperation, dispute resolution and jurisdiction. (a) The Public Defender Office 
and the County acknowledge that this agreement may need to be revised periodically to address new 
or unforeseen matters. 
 
(b)  Each party to this agreement agrees to cooperate with the other party to effectuate and carry 
out the intent of this agreement. 
 
(c) This agreement, and the rights and obligations of the parties, are governed by, and subject to and 
interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Georgia.  The parties acknowledge and agree 
that by law, the exclusive jurisdiction for contract actions against the state, departments and agencies 
of the state, and state authorities is the Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia.  The Parties 
further acknowledge that the Fulton Superior Court has a Court sponsored Arbitration and 
Mediation Program in which the Parties agree to fully participate. 
 
Section 6.05 Notice. A notice to a party to this agreement shall be made in writing and shall be 
delivered by first class mail or personally to the person and at the address indicated below: 
 
Circuit Public Defender Office of Northeastern 
Judicial Circuit: 
 
H. Bradford Morris, Jr. Circuit Public Defender 
P.O. Box 390 
Gainesville, GA 30503 
 
Governing Authority of Dawson County: 
 
Billy Thurmond, Chairman  
Dawson County Board od Commissioners 
25 Justice Way, 2nd Floor 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 
 
 
Georgia Public Defender Council 
Omotayo Alli, Director 
104 Marietta Street, Suite 400 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
Section 6.06 Agreement modification. This agreement, including all attachments hereto, 
constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject matter of this 
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agreement and may be altered or amended only by a subsequent written agreement of equal dignity; 
provided, however, that the parties’ representatives identified in Section 6.05 may agree in writing by 
an exchange of letters or emails prior to the budget revision becoming effective to budget revisions 
which do not increase or decrease the total dollar value of the agreement.  This agreement 
supersedes all prior agreements, negotiations and communications of whatever type, whether written 
or oral, between the parties hereto with respect to the subject matter of this agreement. 
 
Section 6.07 Termination. (a) Due to non-availability of funds. In the event that either of the 
sources of reimbursement for services under this agreement (appropriations from the General 
Assembly of the State of Georgia, or appropriations from the governing authority of the County) is 
reduced during the term of this agreement, the Public Defender Office may make financial and 
other adjustments to this agreement and notify the County accordingly. An adjustment may be an 
agreement amendment or may be the termination of the agreement. The certification by the director 
of the Georgia Public Defender Council of the occurrence of reduction in State funds is conclusive. 
The certification of the occurrence of the reduction in county funds by the person named in Section 
6.05 by the County to receive notices is conclusive. The County shall promptly notify the Public 
Defender Office in writing on the non-existence or insufficiency of funds and the date of 
termination.  The Public Defender Office shall then immediately cease providing the services 
required hereunder except for any necessary winding down and transition services required under 
Section 6.08.  In lieu of terminating this agreement, the County and the Public Defender Office may 
make financial and other adjustments to this agreement by amending it pursuant to Section 6.06. 
 
(b) For cause. This agreement may be terminated for cause, in whole or in part, at any time by 
either party for failure by the other party to substantially perform any of its duties under this 
agreement. “Cause” means a breach or default of any material obligation hereunder which default is 
incapable of cure, or which, being capable of cure, has not been cured within 30 days after receipt of 
notice of such default (or such additional cure period as the non-defaulting party may authorize).  
Should a party exercise its right to terminate this agreement under this subsection, the termination 
shall be accomplished in writing and specify the reason and the termination date. In the event of 
termination under this subsection the Public Defender Office shall submit a final agreement 
expenditure report containing all charges incurred through and including the termination date to the 
County no later than 30 days after the effective date of written notice of termination and the County 
shall pay the amount due within 15 days of the receipt of the final agreement expenditure report. 
Upon termination of this agreement, the Public Defender Office shall not incur any new obligations 
after the effective date of the termination, except as required under Section 6.08. The above 
remedies contained in this subsection are in addition to any other remedies provided by law or the 
terms of this agreement. 
 
(c) For Convenience.  This agreement may be cancelled or terminated by either of the parties 
without cause; however, the party seeking to terminate or cancel this agreement shall give written 
notice of its intention to do so to the other party at least 60 days prior to the effective date of 
cancellation or termination. 
 
(d) Post-termination obligations.  After termination of this agreement pursuant to this Section, 
the Public Defender Office and the County agree to comply with the provisions of Section 6.08 (a).  
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Section 6.08 Cooperation in transition of services. (a) During or at the end of the agreement. 
The Public Defender Office agrees upon termination or expiration of this agreement, in whole or in 
part, for any reason to cooperate as requested by the County to effectuate the smooth and reasonable 
transition of services for existing clients. This includes but is not limited to the continuation of 
representation by Public Defender Office where appropriate or required by law, court rule or the State 
Bar of Georgia ethical standards or the facilitation of the timely transfer to the County of the client 
records.  The County shall compensate the Public Defender for all post-termination or post-
expiration services under this subsection.  The Public Defender Office shall submit a monthly 
expenditure report containing all charges incurred during the preceding month on or before the 5th 
day of each month.  The County shall pay the amount due within 15 days of the receipt of the 
monthly expenditure report.  This subsection survives the termination or expiration of the agreement. 
 
(b) Statutory responsibility continuation. The Public Defender Office and the County 
acknowledge that both have responsibilities for indigent defense costs under the Georgia Indigent 
Defense Act of 2003, as amended and that the termination or expiration of this agreement does not 
relieve either party of their responsibility under the law. 
 

Section 6.09 Advance of Funds. The parties agree that advances of funds cannot remain 
outstanding following agreement termination or expiration and will be reclaimed. The parties agree 
that upon termination of this agreement, for any reason, all unexpended and unobligated funds held 
by the parties revert to the party entitled to the funds.  The parties agree to reconcile expenditures 
against advances of funds within 30 days of termination of this agreement. 
 
Section 6.10 Rollover of Funds. The County acknowledges that state agencies have a fiscal year 
from July 1 to June 30.  The County agrees to authorize the Georgia Public Defender Council to roll 
over remaining county funds from the end of one fiscal year to the start of the new fiscal year. 
 
Section 6.10 Time.  Time is of the essence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have each here unto affixed their signatures the day and 
year first written above. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
                                       Dawson County 
 
________________       BY: ______________________________ 
                                              Chairman 
                                              Dawson County Board of Commissioners  
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ATTEST: 
                                       Circuit Public Defender 
 
________________       BY: ______________________________ 
                                               Signature                                       
                                               Circuit Public 
                                               Defender 
                                 
ATTEST:                     Consented to: 
                                                        
                                      Georgia Public Defender Council 
 
_________________      BY: ______________________________  
                                               Signature 
                                               Director 
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Northeastern Judicial Circuit 

ATTACHMENT A – Personnel Expenditures 

Dawson County 

January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021 
 The County agrees to pay the Public Defender Office $184,121.85 in 12 monthly 
installments of $15,343.48.  Installments are due to the Georgia Public Defender Standards 
Council (GPDSC) on the 15th of the preceding month beginning on December 15, 2020. 
Invoices will be sent to the following address: 
 
Dawson County Board of Commissioners 
Attn. Vickie Neikirk, Chief Financial Officer 
25 Justice Way, Suite 2214 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 
 
 
Installments will be paid directly to GPDSC at the following address: 
 
GPDSC 
Attn: Jason Ring 
104 Marietta Street 
Suite 400 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
The Public Defender Office agrees to use these funds for the purpose of paying the salary 
and benefits for county funded public defenders and assistants. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: 2800-Public Defender            Work Session: 12/03/2020 
 
Prepared By: ISABEL CHAVEZ               Voting Session:12/03/2020 
 
Presenter: Brad Morris/Brock Johnson        Public Hearing:  Yes   No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF FY 2021 INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

AGGREMENT BETWEEN DAWSON AND HALL COUNTIES 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  X    No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

2800 571000-000 82,515.32 82,515.32 82,515.32 . 

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 11/19/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 11/19/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Dawson County has contracted with Hall County since the public defender commencement of operation 

on January 1, 2005, to share the cost of two employees equally. The employees are Hall County 

employees and pursuant to the intergovernmental agreement (“IGA”), Dawson County reimburses Hall 

County for one-half of the cost of employment as set forth on Attachment A to the IGA. 

The expense required to fund this IGA has been requested and approved in the 2021 budget. The IGA 

renews the agreement between Dawson County and Hall County for the new Fiscal and Calendar Year 

2021. 

Attachment- 2021 Intergovernmental Agreement  
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ATTACHMENT A TO INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGGREMENT 

BETWEEN 

HALL AND DAWSON CONTIES 

 

 

Employee Position Salaries Health Ins. 
Life Ins. / 
Disability Retirement FICA 

Workers' 
Comp Total  

          

Tony Cantrell Chief Investigator 
     
54,133.56                    -    

                          
353.86         1,082.64  

   
4,141.22  

                  
941.64  

     
60,652.92   

Christopher Van 
Rossem 

Assistant Public 
Defender 

     
74,278.62  

  
17,697.16  

                          
578.50         5,199.48  

   
5,682.31  

                  
941.64  

   
104,377.71   

  

   
128,412.18  

  
17,697.16  

                          
932.36         6,282.12  

   
9,823.53  

              
1,883.28  

   
165,030.63   

        
         
165,030.63  cf 

          

      

50% of the Cost - 
Dawson 

     
82,515.32   

          

      

Quarterly 
Installments 

     
20,628.83   
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Public Works       Work Session: 12/3/20 
 
Prepared By: Alexa Bruce                Voting Session: 12/17/20 
 
Presenter: David McKee                Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: LMIG 2021 Application Packet 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: x  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  x    No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

LMIG 
 

Public 
Works 

250-00-
4226-

522200-000 

    

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve the 2020 LMIG Application as submitted. 

 
Department Head Authorization: David McKee          Date: 11/20/20 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 11/23/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 11/23/2020 

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant (LMIG) is a state program by which we receive money (grant) 

from our State Motor Fuel Tax collections; it requires a match of 30%. This year the amount allotted to 

Dawson County is $392,117.22 with Dawson County’s 30% match being $117,635.17. The total budget 

for 2021 LMIG (projects) is $509,752.39.    

Funds will be utilized to repair multiple roads in Dawson County. Attached is the allocation form from 

Georgia Department of Transportation, the 2021 project list and the 2021 cover letter. The 2021 

application is completed online so there is no application included in this packet as has been the case 

in previous years. 
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DAWSON COUNTY 

 Public Works 
 

November 20, 2021 

 
Subject: 2021 LMIG Application and Project List 

 
Dear Mr. Jeramy Durrence: 

 
It is my pleasure to submit to you the following list of projects eligible for LMIG funding for 2020.  The formula amount for Dawson 

County is $392,177.22.  Adding our 30% match of $117,653.17, that would total $509770.39.  All previous and regular LMIG 

projects (2020 and prior) have been completed and payments paid and received.   The project cost estimates DO NOT include 

Dawson County’s labor and equipment.  Please find the enclosed LMIG Application, and if t he re  are any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  Please also note that the remainder of Perimeter Road will be done by the City of Dawsonville through LMIG 

Funding.   The following table outlines our 2021 project list: 

 

2021 LMIG Project List   

Road Name Beginning Ending 
 

Miles Description of Work 
Cost 

Estimate Date 

Juno RD. Keith Evans SR 183 1.24 
200 Tn Deep Patch 1600 
Tn Topping  $ 120,600.00  Jun-20 

Barker Rd/ Shadow 
LN. Warhill Park Rd Cul-de-sac 0.63 

200 Tn Deep Patch 830 Tn 
Topping   $ 76,740.00  21-Apr 

Jewell Slaton RD. ST 9 
Dawson Forest 
Rd W. 1.04 

200 Tn Deep Patch, 1200 
Tn Topping  $ 101,000.00  21-Apr 

Holts CT. Jewell Slaton Rd Cul-de-sac 0.17 220 Tn Topping  $   13,016.00  21-Apr 

Fausetts Lake RD. SR 136 End of Pavement  0.52 
8 Tn Perma Flex, 1200 Tn 
Topping  $ 41,320.00  21-Apr 

Browns PT. Robertson Rd Cul-de-sac 0.41 
Mill and Fill 720 Tn 12.5 
Topping  $ 57,520.00  

21-
May 

Antioch Church RD. SR 52 End of Pavement  0.58 
100 Tn Deep Patch, 675 
Tn topping  $ 53,700.00  21-Jun 

Goshen Church RD. SR 136 Afton Rd 1.14 

40 Tn Deep Patch, 320 Tn 
Perma Flex, 1000 tn 
topping  $ 96,400.00  21-Jun 

              

Total     5.73    $ 560,296.00    
 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

David McKee 

Dawson County 

Director of Public Works 

147



 
DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Planning & Development     Work Session: _12/3/2020____ 
 
Prepared By:  Harmony Gee                              Voting Session: _12/17/2020____  
 
Presenter: Jameson Kinley & Elaine Garrett    Public Hearing: Yes___  No__x_  
 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of EagleView Imagery 

 
Background Information:  

 
 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: x  Not Applicable:    Budgeted: Yes           No   x 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

    $103,991.90  

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date: _____ 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 11/24/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 11/23/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Typically, the county flies imagery every 3 to 5 years through the GMRC. The imagery is used in most 

every department within the county in some aspect.    

The GIS department requests additional funding to sign a contract with EagleView Imagery for 2 aerial 

flights over the next 5 years. Along with the 2 flights there is also disaster insurance that will be included. 

The return on investment will go directly through the Tax Assessor’s office with better use of county 

staff. All departments, including Fire/EMS and 911, can benefit from this imagery. By utilizing this 

technology, we could be a better steward of the county’s resources.      

This is the cost of 2 projects over 5 years. 
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SOLE SOURCE PURCHASE

EAGLEVIEW - PICTOMETRY

WORK SESSION – December 3, 2020

War Hill Park Photo by: Michelle Wittmer Grabowski
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Background and Overview 

Historically, Dawson County has been included in a consortium purchase
agreement between Georgia Mountains Regional Commission and several
neighboring counties for aerial photography of county parcels.

 Samples of the scope include, but are not limited to, within the digital
orthophotography acquisition:
• Ground Control Deliverables
• Aerial Photography Deliverables
• Aerial Triangulation Deliverables
• Orthophotography Deliverables

 The County opted out of this agreement in 2019.

 The County initially met with EagleView™ Pictomerty ® on November 13,
2020 to discuss the County needs and to view a demonstration of their
software capabilities.
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Tasks for Project 1 and Costs

Project 1

Qty Product Subtotal

28 Reveal Essentials+ Property $10,080.00

207 Reveal Essentials+ Neighborhood $28,152.00

235 Reveal Orthomosaic - Combined $0.00

3 Pictometry Connect - CA - 50 $3,300.00

15770 ChangeFinder - Change Detection and

Building Outlines; Digital Parcel File Provided $13,089.10

1 ChangeFinder - Project Fee $1,000.00

1 Oblique Imagery Bundle w/Three (3)Yrs of EFS

Maint & Support $0.00

1 RapidAccess - Disaster Response Program $0.00

Project 1 TOTAL: $55,621.10
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Tasks for Project 2 and Costs

Project 2

Qty Product Subtotal

28 Reveal Essentials+ Property $10,080.00

207 Reveal Essentials+ Neighborhood $28,152.00

235 Reveal Orthomosaic - Combined $0.00

2 Pictometry Connect - CA - 50 $2,200.00

15770 ChangeFinder - Change Detection and

Building Outlines; Digital Parcel File Provided $6,938.80

1 ChangeFinder - Project Fee $1,000.00

1 Oblique Imagery Bundle w/Three (3)Yrs of EFS

Maint & Support $0.00

1 RapidAccess - Disaster Response Program $0.00

Project 2 TOTAL: $48,370.80
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Fiscal Year Breakdown of Costs

Year Due Amount

2021 $4,635.08

2021 $13,905.28

2022 $18,540.37

2023 $18,540.37

$55,621.10

Year Due Amount

2024 $24,185.40

2025 $24,185.40

$48,370.80

Description of Work

PROJECT 2  - SECOND  CAPTURE

At initial Delivery

At 1st Year Anniversary

TOTAL

At 1st Year Anniversary

At 2nd Year Anniversary

TOTAL

25%  of first year payment

Note

PROJECT 1 - FIRST CAPTURE 

Description of Work

Signing of Contract 

At initial Delivery
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Sole Source Verification Process

 Received letter from EagleView regarding sole source status and listing 

of patents for software

 Verified patents on the U. S. Patent and Trademarks Office website

 Released a Notice of Intent to Award a Purchase Order, on the Georgia 

Procurement Registry website, on November 16, 2020, to 704 potential 

companies. This NOIA expressed the intent to EagleView for services, 

only if approved by the Board of Commissioners.

 Potential competitors was given until November 30, 2020 to respond.

154



Sole Source Verification Process

 No vendor contacted Purchasing during the allotted time expressing 

ability to provide services and software.

 Upon approval from the Board of Commissioners to proceed with the 

project, a sole source exemption memorandum will be presented to the 

County Manager from the Purchasing Manager for final sole source 

approval, as per the Purchasing Policy Ordinance.

NOTE:  The Tax Assessors Board has been briefed by Elaine Garrett and 

are on board with the project.
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Staff Recommendation

Staff respectfully requests the Board to approve the project and
the Capital Project Funding, under the care of the DCARGIS, in
the amount of $103,982.90.

Note: The costs will be paid to EagleView in accordance to the
cost breakdown per fiscal year included in this presentation.
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