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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2019 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

6:00 PM 

  

A.  ROLL CALL 
  
B.  OPENING PRESENTATIONS 

      Recognition of Boy Scout Troop 422 and Blake Wood - Eagle Scout Project- Senior 

      Services Director Dawn Pruett 
 

      Development Authority of Dawson County Update (DADC)- DADC Chairman Brian 

      Trapnell 

C.  INVOCATION 

 
D.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
E.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
F.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the Work Session held on September 5, 2019  
Minutes of the Voting Session held on September 5, 2019 

  
G.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
H.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

  
I.  ZONINGS 

1. ZA 19-12 – Jan Butterworth requests the rezoning of TMP 037-037 from RA (Residential 

Agriculture) to RSR (Residential Sub-Rural).    

2. ZA 19-13 – Jim King on behalf of Charles Turner requests the rezoning of TMP 107-

319-007 from CPCD (Commercial Planned Community Development) to CHB 

(Commercial Highway Business). 

3. ZA 19-14 – Miles Hansford & Tallant LLC requests the rezoning of TMP L05-040, L05-

041 and L05-097 from RSR (Residential Sub-Rural) and CHB (Commercial Highway 

Business) to CHB (Commercial Highway Business).    

J.  PUBLIC HEARING 
1. Proposed County Vape Shop Ordinance (1st of 1 hearing) 

K.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Land Use Resolution Fee Schedule Update (Tabled from the September 5, 2019, Voting 

Session following the 2nd of 2 Public Hearings on the item.) 

L.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Funding Request for Fire Hydrants 
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2. Consideration of Request for Memorandum of Understanding with Georgia Emergency 

Management Agency Concerning New Grants Management System 
3. Consideration of IFB #332-19 - Construction Services for the Senior Services Center - 

Community Development Block Grant 
4. Consideration of 2019 County Surplus List 
5. Consideration of Annexation #C2-000024 

  
M.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
N.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 2
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Thurmond; Commissioner Fausett, District 1; Commissioner 

Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Satterfield, District 3; Commissioner Nix, District 4; County 

Manager Headley; Interim County Attorney Davis; County Clerk Cloud; and interested citizens 

of Dawson County. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Presentation of Application for Parade and Assembly - Global Warming Awareness - 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said the applicant requests to withdraw 

its application since the Global Warming Awareness event is expected to be held at another 

location, within the city limits. 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve to accept the request to withdraw the Application for Parade 

and Assembly - Global Warming Awareness. Gaines/Fausett 

2. Presentation of Funding Request for Fire Hydrants- Emergency Services Director Danny 

Thompson 

This item will be placed on the September 19, 2019, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

3. Presentation of Request for Memorandum of Understanding with Georgia Emergency 

Management Agency Concerning New Grants Management System- Emergency Services 

Director Danny Thompson 

This item will be placed on the September 19, 2019, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

4. Presentation of IFB #332-19 - Construction Services for the Senior Services Center - 

Community Development Block Grant- Public Works Director David McKee / Senior 

Services Director Dawn Pruett 

This item will be placed on the September 19, 2019, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

5. Presentation of 2019 County Surplus List- Fleet Services Director Shannon Harben 

This item will be placed on the September 19, 2019, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

6. Discussion of Association County Commissioners of Georgia 2019 Legislative Leadership 

Conference Voting Delegate- Chairman Thurmond 

This item will be added to the September 5, 2019, Voting Session Agenda for 

consideration. 
 

7. County Manager Report 

This item was for information only. 
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8. County Attorney Report 

Interim County Attorney Davis had no information to report and requested an Executive 

Session. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion passed 4-0 to enter into Executive Session to discuss potential litigation. 

Gaines/Satterfield 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

6:00 PM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Thurmond; Commissioner Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Satterfield, District 3; Commissioner Nix, 

District 4; County Manager Headley; Interim County Attorney Davis; County Clerk Cloud; and 

interested citizens of Dawson County. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to come out of Executive Session. Fausett/Nix 

  

INVOCATION: Chairman Thurmond 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
Commissioner Gaines announced that this year’s Shore Sweep would begin at 8 a.m. September 

14, 2019, at War Hill Park and invited the public to participate. 

 

Chairman Thurmond announced that a groundbreaking ceremony for the new Fire Station 8 

would be held September 17, 2019, and invited the public to attend. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on August 15, 2019. 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on August 15, 2019. 

Nix/Fausett 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Special Called Meeting held on August 22, 

2019. Fausett/Gaines 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda with the following change: 

 

 Addition of No. 7 under New Business: 

o  Association County Commissioners of Georgia 2019 Legislative Leadership  

 Conference Voting Delegate 

 

Gaines/Fausett 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

ZONING: 

Chairman Thurmond announced that if anyone had contributed more than $250 to the 
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commissioners or chairman in the past two years and wished to speak they would have to fill out 

a disclosure form, which would be made available to them. Under normal program, 10 minutes 

will be given to those who wish to speak in favor of or opposition to with some redirect, time 

permitting. 

 

ZA 19-11 – Chestatee LLC requests to rezone TMP 104-063 from RSR (Residential Sub-Rural) to 

RA (Residential Agriculture). 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said the applicant wishes to rezone 34.76 

acres of a 49.72-acre tract in order to come into compliance and continue to operate a seasonal 

corn maze as has been done for the past 17 years. Kinley said the Planning Commission 

recommends approval of the application. 

 

Applicant Fred Stowers, owner of the property, thanked the Board of Commissioners and the 

Planning Commission for giving him the “opportunity and method to regularize this according to 

the different interpretations given during the past few months.” Stowers said criminal activity has 

been “lodged against the property” within the past few weeks and “one way to try to minimize 

future activity is to put sunlight on it…” He said the Gober family is trying to operate Papa Pat’s 

Corn Maze on the property and has “been subject to at least three known acts of vandalism,” one 

of which he said involved the spraying of a “controlled chemical to try to kill most of the corn.” 

Stowers said he hopes the community continues to support the project and help the Gober family 

operate a “good local business.”  

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve ZA 19-11. Fausett/Satterfield 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Land Use Resolution Fee Schedule Update (2nd of 2 hearings; 1st hearing was held at the  

Dawson County Planning Commission Meeting on August 20, 2019) 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said the last update to the county’s building 

permit fees occurred in 2001. He presented the board with two options: the first to increase the 

fees “quite a bit” and the second to increase the fees “even more.” Kinley said the goal for the 

update is to come more in line with the fees of surrounding counties. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the Land Use Resolution Fee Schedule Update.  

 

The following spoke on the Land Use Resolution Fee Schedule Update: 

 

 Christie Moore, Dawsonville, Georgia - spoke on behalf of the Dawson County Chamber 

of Commerce. Moore thanked Planning & Development department staff for reaching out 

to the “people it impacts the most.” She said she understands the need for the fee increase 

and that the proposed fees seem reasonable. Moore requested the board consider that the 

majority of the revenue from the new fee structure, if approved, be invested in the 

Planning & Development department, particularly in the areas of code enforcement and 

planning. 
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Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the Land 

Use Resolution Fee Schedule Update and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to table the Land Use Resolution Fee Schedule Update until the September 

19, 2019, Voting Session. Gaines/Fausett 

 

Fire Prevention / Protection Ordinance (1st of 1 hearing) 

Emergency Services Director Danny Thompson said that it was “determined through legal that 

we actually had an ordinance that needed to come back before you all – had some basic revisions 

but really, because of just a technicality and an oversight by a previous board, we somewhat 

repealed our own ordinance.” Thompson said there are many “moving parts” to the ordinance 

and “many players” involved, including Public Works, Planning & Development, the Fire 

Marshal’s Office and Etowah Water & Sewer Authority. 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the Fire Prevention / Protection Ordinance and, hearing none, closed the hearing.  

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Fire Prevention / Protection Ordinance. Satterfield/Nix 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Resolution to Adopt Fire and Emergency Services Fee Schedule 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Resolution to Adopt the Fire and Emergency Services Fee 

Schedule. Nix/Satterfield 

 

Consideration to Move Forward with a Public Hearing for Proposed County Vape Shop 

Ordinance 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve to Move Forward with a Public Hearing for the Proposed County 

Vape Shop Ordinance. Fausett/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Coroner's Office Request for Fee Adjustment 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Coroner's Office Request for a Fee Adjustment – increasing 

the pickup fee from $100 to $125 and the crime lab fee from $160 to $200; the morgue fee will 

remain $100. Nix/Fausett 

 

Consideration of Application for Parade and Assembly - Bootlegger Triathlon 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Application for Parade and Assembly - Bootlegger Triathlon. 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Special Event Business License Application - Fausett Farms 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Special Event Business License Application - Fausett Farms. 

Satterfield/Gaines- Commissioner Fausett abstained 

 

Consideration of 2020 Holiday and Payroll Calendar 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the 2020 Holiday and Payroll Calendar. Nix/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Association County Commissioners of Georgia 2019 Legislative Leadership 

Conference Voting Delegate 
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Motion passed 4-0 to approve the appointment of District 3 Commissioner Tim Satterfield as the 

Association County Commissioners of Georgia 2019 Legislative Leadership Conference Voting 

Delegate. Gaines/Fausett 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
PLANNING STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
Applicant ...................................................................Jan Butterworth 
 
Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 19-12 
 
Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from R-A (Residential 

Agriculture) to RSR (Residential Sub-Rural)  
 
Proposed Use ............................................................To sub divide parcel to gift her child 4 acres  
 
Current Zoning ........................................................R-A (Residential Agriculture) 
 
Size .............................................................................10.03± acres 
 
Location ....................................................................105 Holcomb Rd 
 
Tax Parcel .................................................................037 037 
 
Planning Commission Date .....................................August 20, 2019 
 
Board of Commission Date .....................................September 19, 2019  
 
 
Applicant Proposal 
 
The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from R-A (Residential Agriculture) to RSR 
(Residential Sub Rural) for the purpose of dividing the property in accordance with the RSR 
zoning guidelines 
 
History and Existing Land Uses  
  The land was purchased in 2001 by the current owner where they have occupied it since.  In 
2017 the owner gifted their son 4 (four) acres for the purpose of building his home on.      
 
 
   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North RSRMM Residential  

South   R-A Residential 

East R-A Residential  

West RSRMM Residential 
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Development Support and Constraints 
 
Having the land zoned for a Residential Sub-Rural would allow the homeowner to gift their other 
child 4 (four) acres. 
  
Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 
 
According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 
subject property is identified as Residential Agricultural.  
 
Public Facilities/Impacts 
 

Engineering Department –“No comments necessary.” 
 
Environmental Health Department – No comments returned. 

 
Emergency Services – No comments necessary.   

 
Etowah Water & Sewer Authority –No comments returned.  
 
Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments necessary.   

 
Board of Education – No facility additions would be necessary. 

 
Georgia Department of Transportation –No comments necessary. 
 
 
 
Analysis 
 
•     It does not conform to the Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan.    
 
 
 
 
The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Properties surrounding the parcel are zoned residential (R-A & RSRMM).    

 
B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 
There should be no diminishment of property values. 
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C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 
 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 
individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  
 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 
The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification.     
 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 
considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 
property. 

The property has been occupied by the owner since it was purchased in 2001.  
  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 
hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The applicant is looking to gift her child 4 acres so that they have the ability to build their 
home.      
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Pictures of Property: 
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Plat: 
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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Topography:  
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Aerial: 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
PLANNING STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
Applicant ...................................................................Jim King obo Charles Turner/ Pro Truck 

Outlet, LLC 
 
Amendment # ...........................................................ZA-19-13 
 
Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from CPCD (Commercial 

Planned Community Development) to C-HB 
(Commercial Highway Business) 

 
Proposed Use ............................................................Used car facility      
 
Current Zoning ........................................................CPCD (Commercial Planned Community 

Development) 
 
Size .............................................................................4.328± acres 
 
Location ....................................................................NE Corner of GA Hwy 400 N & Blue Ridge 

Parkway.   
 
Tax Parcel .................................................................107-319-007 
 
Planning Commission Date .....................................August 20, 2019 
 
Board of Commissioners Date ................................September 19, 2019 
 
 
Applicant Proposal 
 
The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from CPCD (Commercial Planned Community 
Development) to C-HB (Commercial Highway Business) for the purpose of opening a used car 
facility.         
History and Existing Land Uses  
The land is currently vacant but was a part of a master planned CPCD that was zoned in 1999 and 
the master plan was updated in 2017 omitting this parcel.  
 
 
 
   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North CPCD Vacant 

South CPCD Retail (Liquor Store) 
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East CPCD Vacant 

West C-HB Commercial  

 
Development Support and Constraints 
 
This parcel has already been approved for this type of commercial use.  
 
Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 
 
According to the 2013-2033 comprehensive plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use 
Plan), the subject property is identified as Commercial Highway Business.  
 

Public Facilities/Impacts- No comments returned.   
 
Engineering Department – No comments returned.     

 
Environmental Health Department – No Comments-Property to be serviced by EWSA.   

   
Emergency Services –   
“No comments relative to request for rezoning, will reserve those for when civil and 
architectural plans are submitted if zoning is approved” 

 
Etowah Water & Sewer Authority –  

1. Water available at this site? “Yes” 
2. Additional Sewer Remarks? “Yes”  
3. Additional Water Remarks? Any additions or upgrades must be made at the 

developer’s expense and up to EWSA standards.   
 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office –  
1. Is police protection in the area adequate presently? “Yes.” 
2. Additional police protection remarks? “Minimal impact on law enforcement.” 

 
Board of Education – No comments necessary. 

 
      Georgia Department of Transportation – “Coordination with the Department is needed.”   
 
 
 
 
Analysis 
Given the previous CPCD zoning, this would be an allowable use within that plan, since that 
development plan has been updated and this parcel was omitted from the update, the rezoning to 
C-HB is appropriate.    
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The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Adjacent properties to the North, South, East, and West are commercially zoned and 
consistent with the Future Land Use Map.   

 
B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 
There should be no diminished values to the surrounding properties.   
 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 
 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 
individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved. 
  

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 
The subject property is suitable for the purposed use.   
 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 
considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 
property. 

The property is vacant and has been for many years.   
 

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 
hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 
The hardship is this development schedule lapsed and needs to go before the board to be 
updated.   
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Pictures of Property: 
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Plat:  
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Topography: 
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Aerial Photo: 
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Future Land Use: 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
PLANNING STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
Applicant ...................................................................Miles, Hansford,Tallant, LLC. 
 
Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 19-14 
 
Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from RSR (Residential Sub 

Rural) & C-HB (Commercial Highway 
Business) to C-HB (Commercial Highway 
Business)  

 
Proposed Use ............................................................To construct a boat storage facility 
 
Current Zoning ........................................................RSR (Residential Sub Rural) & C-HB 

(Commercial Highway Business) 
 
Size .............................................................................6.063± acres 
 
Location ....................................................................NE intersection of Price Rd. and Toto Creek 

Park Rd. 
 
Tax Parcel .................................................................L05 040, L05 041, L05 097 
 
Planning Commission Date .....................................August 20, 2019 
 
Board of Commission Date .....................................September 19, 2019 
 
 
Applicant Proposal 
 
The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from C-HB (Commercial Highway Business) & 
RSR (Residential Sub Rural) to C-HB (Commercial Highway Business) for the purpose of 
constructing a Boat/RV/Vehicle storage facility.   
 
History and Existing Land Uses  
 Parcel L05-040 currently sits undeveloped.  Parcel L05-040 was rezoned in 1999 (ZA 99-41) 
and approved to C-HB for the purpose of opening a restaurant with the stipulation that no boat 
storages be allowed.  The applicant came back in February 2000 (VR99-41) to request a zoning 
stipulation variance to allow the use of a boat storage facility and that was approved with 
stipulations.  Parcel L05-041 has a mobile home that has been there since approximately 1965 
and L05 097 has an home onsite at present.       
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Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North RSR Residential 

South  VCR US Army Corps (Lake 
Lanier)  Across the cove is 

residential 

East RSR Residential 

West VCR Residential 

 
Development Support and Constraints 
The parcels are adjacent to residential properties to the North, South, East & West and does not 
fall in line with our Future Land Use Map, however, the FLUP map does not take current zonings 
into consideration.  With trucks trailering boats entering Price Road and future bridge construction 
on Toto Creek Bridge there will need to be coordination with the Public Works department and 
possibly GDOT.   
 
Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 
 
According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 
subject property is identified as Lakefront Residential.  Neither of which take current zonings into 
consideration which L05-040 is commercially zoned at present.    
 
Public Facilities/Impacts 
 

Engineering Department–No comments returned.    
 
Environmental Health Department – All water and sewer to be managed by Etowah Water 
and Sewer Authority 

 
Emergency Services –“No comment on the requested zoning change. Will have comments 
when civil and architectural plans are submitted if zoning approved. Areas to be addressed at 
that time will include required fire flows, fire apparatus access roads, fire hydrant locations, 
and consideration of needs for fire sprinklers in structures, etc.” 

 
Etowah Water & Sewer Authority –“Water is available at the site however, sewer is not.  
Any upgrades or expansion would have to meet EWSA standards and be paid for at the 
developer’s expense..”   
 
Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – Adequate police protection is in the area.   

 
Board of Education – No facility additions would be necessary. 

 
Georgia Department of Transportation –“This will require GDOT coordination.  Jonathan 
Peevy, P.E.” 
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Analysis 
Should approval be granted to this request, the following stipulations should be considered: 
 

1. Any use of the subject property other than as a Boat, RV, & Vehicle Storage Facility will 
require approval by the Board of Commissioners. 

 
2.  There shall be a graded and replanted 20 ft. buffer around the exterior of the development 

with required plantings consisting of 2 rows of evergreen trees and 1 row of evergreen 
shrubs planted in front of the trees. The trees shall be 33.33 percent Cryptomeria, 33.33 
percent Arborvitae 'Green Giant' and 33.33 percent Leyland Cypress. All trees must be a 
minimum of 8 ft. in height at time of planting and spaced no further apart than 12 ft. on 
center.  The shrubs shall be shall be a minimum of 3 ft. in height at time of planting and 
spaced no further apart than 5 ft. on center. This graded and replanted buffer may be crossed 
in areas where stormwater drainage, access and utility crossings have been approved. In 
addition, this graded and replanted buffer shall contain a berm that is a minimum of four 
(4) feet tall and landscaped in accordance with the provisions above.  

 
3. Each parking stall shall be individually numbered.  Vehicles may only be parked in a 

parking stall, except for temporary (less than 24-hour) parking. 
 

4. Outdoor lighting shall be designed to provide the minimum lighting necessary to ensure 
adequate safety, night vision and comfort and shall not create nor cause excessive glare upon 
adjacent properties or public streets or rights-of-way. All light sources shall be located, 
designed, fitted, aimed, shielded, installed and maintained to limit illumination only to the 
target area and shall minimize light trespass. Light sources shall not at any time be directed or 
angled such that the light emitted from the fixture is focused to a point off the property of the 
owner of such light fixture.  Light spillage at any property line abutting a residential zoning 
district shall be not more than one-half (0.5) foot-candles and not more than one-half (0.5) 
foot-candles at any property line abutting a public right-of-way. 

 
5. The storage facilitate will only be accessible to the public between the hours of 5:00 am 
and 10:00 pm. 

     
 
 
 
The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
All adjacent properties are residentially zoned.    

 
B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 
Due to the historic misuse of the boat storage facilities within C-HB zoning 
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classifications, there could be a potential for a decrease in surrounding residential 
properties.  With that being said, if stipulated properly and held to a higher standard than 
Dawson County has seen previously, surrounding property values should not be affected.   
 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

Due to the historic misuse of the boat storage facilities within C-HB zoning classifications, 
there could be a potential for a decrease in surrounding residential properties.  With that 
being said, if stipulated properly and held to a higher standard than Dawson County has 
seen previously, surrounding property values should not be affected.   

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 
individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  
 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 
The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification if stipulated properly.     
 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 
considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 
property. 

The commercially zoned property has been vacant for many years and the other two parcels 
which are residentially zoned the applicant will no longer use for residential purposes.  
  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 
hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 
The land that the applicant is seeking to use for commercial purposes is not large enough 
to accommodate the business that they are seeking to open, hence the need for the 
additional parcels and the need for rezoning.   
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Pictures of Property: 
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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Site Plan: 
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Zoning Conditions for Miles, Hansford & Tallant, LLC.   ZA 19-14  

Exhibit A 

1.  Any use of the subject property other than as a Boat, RV, & Vehicle Storage Facility will require 

approval by the Board of Commissioners. 

2. There shall be a graded and replanted 20 ft. buffer around the exterior of the development with 

required plantings consisting of 2 rows of evergreen trees and 1 row of evergreen shrubs planted in 

front of the trees. The trees shall be 33.33 percent Cryptomeria, 33.33 percent Arborvitae 'Green Giant' 

and 33.33 percent Leyland Cypress. All trees must be a minimum of 8 ft. in height at time of planting and 

spaced no further apart than 12 ft. on center.  The shrubs shall be shall be a minimum of 3 ft. in height 

at time of planting and spaced no further apart than 5 ft. on center. This graded and replanted buffer 

may be crossed in areas where stormwater drainage, access and utility crossings have been approved. In 

addition, this graded and replanted buffer shall contain a berm that is a minimum of four (4) feet tall 

and landscaped in accordance with the provisions above.  

3. Each parking stall shall be individually numbered.  Vehicles may only be parked in a parking stall, 

except for temporary (less than 24-hour) parking. 

4. Outdoor lighting shall be designed to provide the minimum lighting necessary to ensure adequate 

safety, night vision and comfort and shall not create nor cause excessive glare upon adjacent properties 

or public streets or rights-of-way. All light sources shall be located, designed, fitted, aimed, shielded, 

installed and maintained to limit illumination only to the target area and shall minimize light trespass. 

Light sources shall not at any time be directed or angled such that the light emitted from the fixture is 

focused to a point off the property of the owner of such light fixture.  Light spillage at any property line 

abutting a residential zoning district shall be not more than one-half (0.5) foot-candles and not more 

than one-half (0.5) foot-candles at any property line abutting a public right-of-way. 

5. The storage facilitate will only be accessible to the public between the hours of 5:00 am and 10:00 

pm. 

6.  A minimum 6-foot tall, black or green vinyl-coated chain link fence. 

7.  An additional 40 ft. buffer between the development and the residence on the Eastern property line.   

 

 

99



In regards to ZA  19-14 a motion was made for denial by Emory Dooley and no second was made.  Neil 

Hornsey then made a motion for approval with the following stipulations: 

1.Any use of the subject property other than as a Boat, RV, & Vehicle Storage Facility will require 

approval by the Board of Commissioners. 

2. There shall be a graded and replanted 20 ft. buffer around the exterior of the development with 

required plantings consisting of 2 rows of evergreen trees and 1 row of evergreen shrubs planted in 

front of the trees. The trees shall be 33.33 percent Cryptomeria, 33.33 percent Arborvitae 'Green Giant' 

and 33.33 percent Leyland Cypress. All trees must be a minimum of 8 ft. in height at time of planting and 

spaced no further apart than 12 ft. on center.  The shrubs shall be shall be a minimum of 3 ft. in height 

at time of planting and spaced no further apart than 5 ft. on center. This graded and replanted buffer 

may be crossed in areas where stormwater drainage, access and utility crossings have been approved. In 

addition, this graded and replanted buffer shall contain a berm that is a minimum of four (4) feet tall 

and landscaped in accordance with the provisions above.  

3. Each parking stall shall be individually numbered.  Vehicles may only be parked in a parking stall, 

except for temporary (less than 24-hour) parking. 

4. Outdoor lighting shall be designed to provide the minimum lighting necessary to ensure adequate 

safety, night vision and comfort and shall not create nor cause excessive glare upon adjacent properties 

or public streets or rights-of-way. All light sources shall be located, designed, fitted, aimed, shielded, 

installed and maintained to limit illumination only to the target area and shall minimize light trespass. 

Light sources shall not at any time be directed or angled such that the light emitted from the fixture is 

focused to a point off the property of the owner of such light fixture.  Light spillage at any property line 

abutting a residential zoning district shall be not more than one-half (0.5) foot-candles and not more 

than one-half (0.5) foot-candles at any property line abutting a public right-of-way. 

5. The storage facilitate will only be accessible to the public between the hours of 5:00 am and 10:00 

pm. 

 No second was made.  Chairman Hamby then spoke to the board stating that a move and second was 

necessary for the hearing.  Tim Bennett spoke to say that he understood both sides.  Neil Hornsey made 

a motion for approval with the added stipulation that a 40 ft buffer between the development and the 

established residence, seconded by Tim Bennett.  The motion was carried at a 2 approval 

(Hornsey/Bennett), 1 abstention (Hamby), and 1 denial (Dooley).   
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Planning & Development             Work Session: 08/01/2019 
 
Prepared By:  Harmony Gee                         Voting Session: 8/15/2019 
 
Presenter: Jameson Kinley                 Public Hearing:  Yes  No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of County Vape Shop Ordinance 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:  x  Budgeted: Yes           No   x 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:  

Finance Dept. Authorization:                 Date:       

County Manager Authorization: DH           Date: 7/25/19  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The Planning & Development department has discussed the need for a vaping ordinance.  

    See attached proposed ordinance. 
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Ordinance Number: _________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO 

PROVIDE FOR LICENSING OF VAPE SHOPS, IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON 

OPERATION OF VAPE SHOPS, AND RESTRICT USE OF VAPOR PRODUCTS AND 

ALTERNATIVE NICOTINE PRODUCTS AROUND SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES; TO 

REPEAL CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State in 

November 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section 2, Paragraph 1 thereof, 

that the governing authority of the County may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, resolutions, 

and regulations;  

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County has determined that it is in the 

public interest to regulate the sale and use of vapor products and alternative nicotine products to 

the extent consistent with Georgia law; and 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined to adopt an ordinance 

regulating these matters;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County, 

Georgia, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. 

 

Chapter 30, Article II of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as shown in Exhibit A 

hereto. 

 

SECTION 2. 

 

Chapter 34, Article I of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in 

Exhibit B hereto. 

 

SECTION 3. 

 

Chapter 38, Article II of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in 

Exhibit C hereto. 

 

SECTION 4. 

 

If any section, provision or clause of any part of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied to any particular 

situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall 

not be construed to affect the portions of this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application 

of this Ordinance to other circumstances not so held to be invalid. It is hereby declared as the intent 

that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such invalid portion not been included herein. 
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SECTION 5.  

 

All Ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

SECTION 6.  

 

This ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2020, the public good demanding the same. 

 

SO ORDAINED this ____ day of ____________, 2019. 

 

       Dawson County Board of Commissioners 

 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 

 

 

__________________________________ 

       Sharon Fausett, Member 

 

 

__________________________________ 

       Chris Gaines, Member 

 

 

__________________________________ 

       Tim Satterfield, Member 

 

 

__________________________________ 

       Julie Hughes Nix, Member 

 

Attest:  

 

By:  ______________________________    [COUNTY SEAL] 

         Kristen Cloud, County Clerk      
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Exhibit A 

 

Chapter 30, Article II of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Section 30-115 is amended by adding a new subsection (b)(4) as follows:  “Vape shops as 

defined in section 30-363.”  

 

2. A new Section 30-128 is added reading as follows: “Sec. 30-128 – Incorporation of Vape Shop 

License into Business License. As provided in Division 10 of this Article, a license to sell 

“alternative nicotine products” and “vapor products” (as defined in Division 10) shall, if 

approved, be issued as a component of an applicant’s business license.  Additional application 

materials and fees will be required from any applicant seeking to have this licensure component 

included in its business license.” 

 

3. Chapter 30, Article II of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended by adding a new 

Division 10 containing the following text: 

 

DIVISION 10. – VAPE SHOPS  

Sec. 30-362. - State law reference.  

The rules and regulations set forth in this division shall govern the operation of all vape shops 

in the unincorporated areas of Dawson County. This division is adopted under the home rule 

provisions of Art. IX, Section III, Paragraph I of the state constitution (Ga. Const. art. IX, § III, ¶ 

I). 

Sec. 30-363. – Definitions. 

For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

(a) "Alternative nicotine product" shall mean any noncombustible product containing nicotine 

that is intended for human consumption, whether chewed, absorbed, dissolved, or ingested 

by any other means. The term "alternative nicotine product" shall not include any tobacco 

product (as defined in Ga. R&Reg. 560-8-1.01), vapor product, or any product regulated 

as a drug or device by the United States Food and Drug Administration under Chapter V 

of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.  

(b) “Flavored vape juice” shall mean vape juice containing an artificial or natural flavor of a 

fruit, herb, or spice (other than tobacco or menthol), including without limitation 

strawberry, grape, orange, clove, cinnamon, pineapple, vanilla, coconut, licorice, cocoa, 

chocolate, cherry, or coffee, that is a characterizing flavor of the product or product smoke. 

(c) "Person" shall mean and refer to any individual, natural person, partnership, firm, 

corporation, joint venture, proprietorship, business entity, association, agency, group, 

organization or group of persons or any other entity. 
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(d) “Specialty vape shop” shall mean a vape shop whose sales of alternative nicotine products 

and vapor products, combined, exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the aggregate retail 

sales of the shop, as determined by averaging sales from the prior three months. 

(e) “Vape juice" shall mean any substance that contains nicotine in a solution or other form 

that is intended to be used with or in an electronic cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic 

cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar product or device; and 

(f) “Vapor product" shall mean any noncombustible product containing nicotine that employs 

a heating element, power source, electronic circuit, or other electronic, chemical, or 

mechanical means, regardless of shape or size, that can be used to produce vapor from 

nicotine in a solution or other form. The term "vapor product" shall include any electronic 

cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar product or device, 

any vape juice, and any vapor cartridge or other container for vape juice. The term "vapor 

product" shall not include any tobacco product (as defined in Ga. R&Reg. 560-8-1.01), or 

any product regulated as a drug or device by the United States Food and Drug 

Administration under Chapter V of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.  

(g) “Vape shop” shall mean any business whose product line for retail sale includes alternative 

nicotine products and/or vapor products.   

(h) “Verified sales report” shall mean a document, sworn to as complete and accurate before a 

notary public, showing the applicant's total receipts and receipts from sales of alternative 

nicotine products and vapor products for each month in the prior year. 

Sec. 30-364. - Licenses generally; expiration and application dates; renewals.  

(a) Before beginning the business of operating a vape shop, an operator shall first obtain a 

license to conduct such a business.  Only persons who are a minimum of 21 years old will 

be eligible to obtain a license to operate a vape shop.  The application for a license to 

operate a vape shop shall be made to the County Planning and Development Department, 

in conjunction with the application for a business license under Division 3 of this Article.  

Except as specifically provided in this Division 10, the application for, and issuance of, a 

vape shop license shall be performed in conjunction with, and subject to the terms of, the 

business licensing process as described in Divisions 2 and 3.  No separate paper license 

will be issued for operation of a vape shop; instead, permission to operate a vape shop will 

be indicated on the granted business license.  

(b) All persons operating a vape shop under a County business license prior to January 1, 2020 

shall file an application for a vape shop license in connection with the shop’s next annual 

business license renewal application and shall meet the application requirements of this 

division. 

(c) All licenses issued under this division shall:  

(1) Permit the licensee to sell alternative nicotine products and vapor products within 

Dawson County and outside municipalities in Dawson County, Georgia, pursuant 

to the terms of this division and not inconsistent with the laws of the State of 

Georgia and of the United States; 
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(2) Be subject to the restrictions on transfer of business licenses under Section 30-106, 

except that a vape shop license may not be transferred from one location to another 

without the prior approval of the County upon written application; and 

(3) Be subject to all terms and conditions imposed or provided for by future provisions 

or amendments to this vape shop ordinance. 

(d) In addition to the administrative fee imposed for a business license, a separate nonprorated, 

nonrefundable administrative fee of $25.00 shall be required on all applications for a vape 

shop license.   

Sec. 30-365. - Application for license; issuance of license; denial; appeal; renewal 

(a) Application Contents.  Each application for a vape shop license, in addition to the standard 

requirements of an application for a business license, shall provide the following: 

(1) A verified sales report with each license renewal application (i.e., excluding an 

initial application for a vape shop license); and 

(2) A survey (dated no more than 180 days prior to submission of the application), 

certified by a registered surveyor of the State of Georgia, showing a scaled drawing 

of the premises, the location on the premises where the applicant desires to sell any 

item of alternative nicotine product and/or vapor product and the distance to the 

nearest church building, school building, educational building, school grounds or 

college grounds, and college campus building. The distance shall be measured in a 

straight line from the front door of the proposed licensed premise to the front door 

of the church, day care, or treatment facility, and from the front door of the proposed 

licensed premise to the nearest property line of the real property used for school, 

college or educational purposes. 

(b) Grant/Denial.  Grant or denial of applications for a vape shop licenses shall follow the 

process provided for businesses licenses.  No license shall be issued if any of the following 

are true: 

(1) An applicant is not at least 21 years of age. 

(2) In the case of a license renewal application, the applicant’s verified sales report 

shows that it operated a specialty vape shop during any consecutive three-month 

period in the prior year. 

(3) An applicant is not the owner of the premises for which the license is held or the 

holder of the lease thereon for the period covered by the license. 

(4) An applicant has had an application for a license denied under the provisions of this 

division and has made re-application within one year from the final date of such 

denial. For purposes of this provision, the final date of a denial of license shall be 

the date of written notice of such denial if the denial is not appealed; or, if the denial 

is appealed, the date of written notice of denial of the appeal. 

(5) An applicant has had a license revoked under the provisions of this division within 

three years from the date of application.  For purposes of this provision, the final 

date of a revocation of license shall be the date of written notice of such revocation 
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if the revocation is not appealed; or, if the revocation is appealed, the date of written 

notice of denial of the appeal. 

(6) An applicant seeks a license to operate a vape shop at a location where the County 

has suspended or revoked a vape shop license in the previous 36 months; and  

(A) The applicant worked at that shop when the license was revoked or 

suspended; or 

(B) The applicant is related (by blood or marriage within the 5th degree) to the 

person holding the revoked or suspended license at the location in question. 

(7) A proposed business fails to comply with the minimum distance limits set forth in 

this division. 

(8) An applicant fails to pay required fees. 

(9) An applicant refuses to respond to requests for information, or provides untruthful 

or substantially inaccurate information, upon request by the Department of 

Planning and Development. 

Sec. 30-366. - Sale or possession for sale of alternative nicotine products or vapor products 

without license or beyond boundaries of premises covered by license.  

Except as provided in Section 30-364(b), it shall be unlawful for any person to sell, distribute, 

or possess for the purpose of sale any alternative nicotine product and/or vapor product if the 

person does not have a vape shop license granted by Dawson County.  

Sec. 30-367. – Restrictions on sale and display.  

(a) No licensee or other person may sell or permit to be sold any alternative nicotine product 

and/or vapor product to any person who is under 21 years of age, either directly or 

indirectly.  

(b) No licensee or other person may operate a specialty vape shop. 

(c) Each vape shop shall maintain its entire inventory of alternative nicotine product and/or 

vapor product and any additional line of devices in a screened area. It shall be unlawful for 

a person to allow any item of alternative nicotine product or vapor product to be in view of 

the public, except during actual sales transactions of such items. 

(d) No licensee or other person may sell any flavored vape juice or any vape juice that contains 

any chemical, substance, drug, or other harmful additive other than pharmaceutical grade 

vegetable glycerin, propylene glycol, nicotine, food-grade flavoring, and water. 

(e) All vape shops shall prominently post a sign on any premises where vape juice is sold 

stating that the only chemicals authorized to be used in such vape juice are pharmaceutical 

grade vegetable glycerin, propylene glycol, nicotine, food-grade flavoring, and water.  

(f) All vape shops shall prominently post a sign on any premises where alternative nicotine 

products and/or vapor products are sold explaining how to safely use e-batteries for 

alternative nicotine product and/or vapor products. 
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(g) It shall be prohibited to mix or prepare vape juice on the premises of any building or 

establishment that offers alternative nicotine products and/or vapor products for retail sales 

to consumers. 

Sec. 30-368. – Location and minimum distance  

No license shall be issued under this division for the sale of alternative nicotine products 

and/or vapor products if the intended premises is within 300 feet of any church building, or on any 

property owned or leased to a church, or in or within 600 feet of any school building, educational 

building, school grounds, or college campus, or on any property owned or leased to a public or 

private school or school board for elementary or secondary education.  Provided, however, that 

any premises that sells alternative nicotine products and/or vapor products as of January 1, 2020 

and that is located within such restricted proximity may continue to sell such products in such 

premises, provided that said license holder remains in compliance with all other provisions of this 

division and the use of the premises to sell alternative nicotine products and/or vapor products 

remains ongoing and continuous, and provided further than no license renewal application is 

denied for violating this section if at the time of the original license application the location was 

in compliance with this section.  If the sale of alternative nicotine products and/or vapor products 

is discontinued, the grandfathering entitlement under this paragraph shall be forfeited. 

Sec. 30-369. - Reporting; suspension or revocation of license.  

(a) Upon receipt of a written request from the Director of the County Planning and 

Development Department or any other officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this 

ordinance, a vape shop license holder shall provide a verified sales report for the twelve 

months preceding the date of the request.  Such report shall be provided within two weeks 

of receipt of the request, unless an extension is granted in the discretion of the requesting 

officer.  

(b) Suspension or revocation of vape shop licenses shall follow the process provided for 

business licenses (Sections 30-113 through 30-118). 

(c) A vape shop license may be suspended or revoked for any reason stated under Section 30-

113, and/or for any the following reasons: 

(1)  A licensee or its agents commit a felony or any crime involving moral turpitude. 

(2)  A license is determined to have been issued due to administrative error, or due to 

mistake, or in reliance upon any misrepresentation by the applicant or anyone 

providing information on behalf of the applicant. 

Sec. 30-370. - Penalties for violation of chapter.  

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter, upon conviction, shall be guilty of 

a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine and/or imprisonment in accord with the limits 

established in O.C.G.A. § 36-1-20 and O.C.G.A. § 15-10-60.  

Sec. 30-371—30-387. – Reserved.  
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Exhibit B 

 

Chapter 34, Article I of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended by adding a new 

Section 34-5 with the following text: 

Sec. 34-5. – Use of alternative nicotine product and/or vapor products 

(a) For purposes of this section, “alternative nicotine product” and “vapor product” shall 

have the definitions stated in Section 30-363. 

(b) Prohibition 

 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of 21 to: 

(A) Purchase or  attempt to purchase, or use alternative nicotine products or 

vapor products; or 

(B) Possess for personal use any alternative nicotine products or vapor 

products. This subparagraph shall not apply to possession of such products 

by a person under the age of 21 when a parent or guardian of such person 

gives the alternative nicotine products or vapor products to the person, and 

the possession occurs in the home of the parent or guardian and such 

parent or guardian is present; provided that the only additive in such 

products is tobacco or nicotine; or 

(C) Misrepresent such person's identity or age or use any false identification of 

the purpose of purchasing or procuring any alternative nicotine products or 

vapor products.  

(2) The use of alternative nicotine products or vapor products is prohibited in or 

within 300 feet of any church building, or on any property owned or leased to a 

church, other than in designated areas, if any. 

(3) The use of alternative nicotine products or vapor products is prohibited in or 

within 600 feet of any school building, educational building, school grounds, or 

college campus, or on any property owned or leased to a public or private school 

or school board for elementary or secondary education, other than in designated 

areas, if any. 

(4) The use of alternative nicotine products or vapor products is prohibited in the 

premises of a shop that offers for sale any alternative nicotine product, vapor 

product or tobacco product unless such premises has an operational dehumidifier 

and exhaust fan vented to the outside to dispel any smoke or vapor produced by 

on-premises use.  

(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section, upon conviction, shall be guilty of 

a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine and/or imprisonment in accord with the 

limits established in O.C.G.A. § 36-1-20 an O.C.G.A. § 15-10-60.   
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Exhibit C 

 

Chapter 38, Article II, Section 38-44, Subsection (b) of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is 

deleted and replaced with the following text: 

“No person may use any alternative nicotine product or vapor product (as defined in Section 30-

363), including e-cigarettes, on property owned, leased, or operated by Dawson County.”  
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Planning & Development                        Work Session: 09/5/2019 
 
Prepared By:  Harmony Gee                                  Voting Session: 9/19/2019 
 
Presenter: Jameson Kinley                        Public Hearing:  Yes  No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Fee Schedule Update 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:  x  Budgeted: Yes           No   n/a 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:  

Finance Dept. Authorization:                 Date:       

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

This was first brought to the board in July. The first of two public hearings was held at the Planning 

Commission meeting on August 20. There are 2 options for increases presented.     

    This will be the second of the public hearings in regards to the fee schedule.   
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Residential Building Permit Fees

Administrative Fee $25.00 $50.00 $50.00

Minimum $40.00 $50.00 $50.00

1200 sqft $144.00 $393.00 $477.00

1800 sqft $216.00 $594.00 $720.00

2500 sqft $300.00 $825.00 $1,000.00

3000 sqft $360.00 $990.00 $1,200.00

3500 sqft $420.00 $1,155.00 $1,400.00

4000 sqft $480.00 $1,320.00 $1,600.00

Over 4000 sqft
$0.12 per sq. ft. plus mechanical 
fees $0.33 per sq. ft. plus mechanicals $0.40 per sq. ft. plus mechanicals

Residential Additions or Alterations $0.12 per sqft ($40 Min) $.33 per sq. ft. $.40 per sq. ft.

Moved in House (based on 1200 sq. ft.)
Residential sq ft rate plus $30.00 
electrical fee

Residential sq ft rate plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $436.00

Residential sq ft rate plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $520.00

Moving Fee

One Time Inspection Fee $30.00

Reinspection Fee $30.00 $50.00 $50.00

Temp Power $30.00 $40.00 $40.00

Replacement of Permit Card $10.00 $10.00

Permit Renew Full Charge After 18 Months Full Charge After 18 Months

Residential Mechanical Fees

$30.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 

additional $10.00 for each 

additional 1,000 sq. ft.

$40.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 

additional $10.00 for each 

additional 1,000 sq. ft.

$40.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 

additional $10.00 for each 

additional 1,000 sq. ft.

Mobile Home (based on 1200 sq. ft.)

$0.12 per sq. ft. plus $30.00 

electrical fee = $174.00

$0.33 per sq. ft. plus $40.00 

electrical fee = $436.00

$0.40 per sq. ft. plus $40.00 

electrical fee = $520.00

Mobile Home Moving

Conditional Temp Power

Land Disturbance Application $150.00 $150.00 $150.00

Short Term Rental $150.00 $150.00 $150.00

Swimming Pool (based on 500 sq. ft.) $60.00 $.33 per sq. ft. = $165.00 $.40 per sq. ft. = $200.00

Commercial Building Permit Fees

Administrative Fee $25.00 $50.00 $50.00

$.40 per sq. ft. $.55 per sq. ft.

1000 sq. ft. $120.00 $400.00 $550.00

2000 sqft $240.00 $800.00 $1,100.00

2500 sqft $300.00 $1,000.00 $1,375.00

4000 sqft $480.00 $1,600.00 $2,200.00

6500 sqft $780.00 $2,600.00 $3,575.00

10000 sqft $1,200.00 $4,000.00 $5,500.00

Tenant Change $150.00 $250.00 $250.00
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Non-Commercial Out-Buildings $0.12 per sqft ($40 min.) plus  

plumbing, electrical, mechanical

$0.40 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  

plumbing, electrical, mechanical

$0.55 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  

plumbing, electrical, mechanical
Chicken Houses $100 $400 400

Commercial Additions or Alterations $0.12 per sq. ft.
$0.40 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

$0.55 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

Commercial Mechanical Fee's
$40.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. additional 
$10.00 for each additional sq. ft.

$50.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. additional 
$10.00 for each additional sq. ft.

$50.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. additional 
$10.00 for each additional sq. ft.

Plan and Development Fees

Plat Approval for Recording $50.00 $75.00 $75.00

Subdivision Preliminary Plat per Lot $10.00 ($100.00 min.) $20.00 ($100.00 min.) $20.00 ($100.00 min.)

Subdivision Final Plat per Lot $5.00 ($100.00 min.) $10.00 ($100.00 min.) $10.00 ($100.00 min.)

LDA per Disturbed Acre $20.00  ($100.00 min.) $50. 00 ($100.00 min) $50. 00 ($100.00 min)

Stop Work Order Processing $100.00 $200.00 $200.00

NOI per Disturbed Acre $40.00 $40.00 $40.00

Commercial Land Disturbance

Application fee $150.00 $150.00 $150.00

Review Fee $40/acre (State) $40/acre (State) $40/acre (State)

Review 

Commercial Building Review

$200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 

additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 

additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 

additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.
2nd Review

$300.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$300.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

3rd Review

$500.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$500.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

4th Review

$750.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$750.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

Residential Plan Review

Cell Tower Permit

Plan Review $300.00 No longer allowed per state No longer allowed per state

New Tower Building $500.00 $500.00 state cap $500.00 state cap

Co-Location $500.00 $500.00 state cap $500.00 state cap

Land Use

Variance or Appeal $300.00 $350.00 $400.00

Appeal of Adminstrative Decision $225.00 $300.00 $350.00

Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) $150.00  per acre

Rezoning - RA,RRE $150.00 $250.00 $300.00

Rezoning - RT, RL, RS, RSR,RSRMM $250.00 $300.00 $350.00
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Rezoning - RMHP $300.00 $350.00 $400.00

Rezoning - RMF $350.00 $475.00 $500.00

Rezoning - RPC, CRB, CCB $500.00 $700.00 $750.00

Rezoning - CHB,CPCD,COI,CIR, MUV $2,500.00 $3,500.00 $4,000.00

Rezoning - CPDP required section 404.I $2,900.00 $3,500.00 $4,000.00

Special Use Permits (based on current zoning district) Same as Current Same as Current

Signs

Review $50.00 $75.00 $75.00

Signs per sq.ft.
$5.00 per $1000.00 value ($50.00 
minimum)

$10.00 per $1000.00 value ($75.00 
minimum)

$10.00 per $1000.00 value ($75.00 
minimum)

Business License

Administrative Fee $25.00 $50.00 $50.00

Home Office/Home Occupation $50.00 $50.00 $50.00

Background Checks $20.00 $20.00 $20.00

Address/Business Change Requiring 
Reissuance of Business License $5.00 $10.00 $10.00

Massage Business License New $100.00 $100.00 $100.00

Massage Business License Renewal $50.00 $50.00 $50.00

Massage Background Owner /Employee $0.00 $20.00 $20.00

Massage Renewal Employee Yearly $50.00 $50.00 $50.00

Tattoo Business Number of Employees Number of Employees Number of Employees

Tattoo Background Check $20.00 $50.00 $50.00

Adult Business License $750.00 $750.00 $750.00

Adult Background $75.00 $75.00 $75.00

Financial Instituions As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93 As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93 As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93

Number of Employees

1 $75.00 $75.00 $75.00

2-9 $150.00 $200.00 $200.00

10-19 $150.00 + $12.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee

20-99 $150.00 + $12.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee

100 or more $150.00 + $11.50 per employee $200.00 + $13.50 per employee $200.00 + $13.50 per employee

Late Fee's Per OCGA 48-13-21 Per OCGA 48-13-21 Per OCGA 48-13-21

Pratitioner Fee Per OCGA 48-13-C Per OCGA 48-13-C Per OCGA 48-13-C

Advertising & Variance

Advertising $40.00 $50.00 $50.00

Special Event Permit $100.00 $200.00 $200.00
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson County 

Fees  INCREASE Option 2
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156618

rev % rev % exp

350

179035

tax 1200 180585 46.1% 0%

bus lic 45,000.00 11.5% 45,000.00$          10%

1,000.00

12,000.00

permit fees 135,000.00 157,200.00 40.1% 157,200.00$        75%

800

5,400.00
3,000.00

mis 7,000.00

750.00 2.2% 8,750.00$             10%

1,000.00

210,950.00

391535 100.0%

202,200.00$        

1.39$            

293651.25 75.0%
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25% 50% 75%

all permits 263,687.50$   316,425.00$   369,162.50$   

106,487.50$   159,225.00$   211,962.50$   

39,153.50$      

293,651.25$   

39,153.50$      

120



Fee Schedule
Planning and Development
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Proposal

Option 1

 INCREASE

 $518,133.00

Option 2

 INCREASE

 $681,963.00

Based on 2018 Building Permit Numbers
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Business License
Administrative Fee $25.00 $50.00 $50.00
Home Office/Home Occupation $50.00 $50.00 $50.00
Background Checks $20.00 $20.00 $20.00
Address/Business Change Requiring 
Reissuance of Business License $5.00 $10.00 $10.00

Massage Business License New $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
Massage Business License Renewal $50.00 $50.00 $50.00
Massage Background Owner /Employee $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
Massage Renewal Employee Yearly $50.00 $50.00 $50.00

Tattoo Business Number of Employees Number of Employees Number of Employees
Tatoo Background Check $20.00 $50.00 $50.00

Adult Business License $750.00 $750.00 $750.00
Adult Background $75.00 $75.00 $75.00

Financial Instituions As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93 As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93 As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93

Number of Employees
1 $75.00 $75.00 $75.00
2-9 $150.00 $200.00 $200.00
10-19 $150.00 + $12.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee
20-99 $150.00 + $12.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee $200.00 + $14.50 per employee
100 or more $150.00 + $11.50 per employee $200.00 + $13.50 per employee $200.00 + $13.50 per employee
Late Fee's Per OCGA 48-13-21 Per OCGA 48-13-21 Per OCGA 48-13-21
Pratitioner Fee Per OCGA 48-13-C Per OCGA 48-13-C Per OCGA 48-13-C
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Plan and Development Fees
Plat Approval for Recording $50.00 $75.00 $75.00
Subdivision Preliminary Plat per Lot $10.00 ($100.00 min.) $20.00 ($100.00 min.) $20.00 ($100.00 min.)
Subdivision Final Plat per Lot $5.00 ($100.00 min.) $10.00 ($100.00 min.) $10.00 ($100.00 min.)
LDA per Disturbed Acre $20.00  ($100.00 min.) $50. 00 ($100.00 min) $50. 00 ($100.00 min)
Stop Work Order Processing $100.00 $200.00 $200.00
NOI per Disturbed Acre $40.00 $40.00 $40.00

Land Disturbance
Application Fee $150.00 $150.00 $150.00
Review Fee $40/ acre (State) $40/acre (State) $40/acre (State)

Review 
Commercial Building Review $200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 

additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.
$200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

2nd Review $300.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$300.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

3rd Review $500.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$500.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

4th Review $750.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.

$750.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. ft.
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Land Use

County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Land Use

Variance or Appeal $300.00 $350.00 $400.00
Appeal of Adminstrative Decision $225.00 $300.00 $350.00
Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) $150.00  per acre
Rezoning - RA,RRE $150.00 $250.00 $300.00
Rezoning - RT, RL, RS, RSR,RSRMM $250.00 $300.00 $350.00
Rezoning - RMHP $300.00 $350.00 $400.00
Rezoning - RMF $350.00 $475.00 $500.00
Rezoning - RPC, CRB, CCB $500.00 $700.00 $750.00
Rezoning - CHB,CPCD,COI,CIR, MUV $2,500.00 $3,500.00 $4,000.00
Rezoning - CPDP required section 404.I $2,900.00 $3,500.00 $4,000.00
Special Use Permits (based on current zoning district) Same as Current Same as Current
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County Comparisons Dawson County
Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 1

Proposed Proposed Dawson 

County Fees  INCREASE Option 2

Residential Building Permit Fees

Administrative Fee $25.00 $50.00 $50.00
Minimum $40.00 $50.00 $50.00
1200 sqft $144.00 $393.00 $477.00
1800 sqft $216.00 $594.00 $720.00
2500 sqft $300.00 $825.00 $1,000.00
3000 sqft $360.00 $990.00 $1,200.00
3500 sqft $420.00 $1,155.00 $1,400.00
4000 sqft $480.00 $1,320.00 $1,600.00

Over 4000 sqft
$0.12 per sq. ft. plus mechanical 
fees $0.33 per sq. ft. plus mechanicals $0.40 per sq. ft. plus mechanicals

Residential Additions or Alterations $0.12 per sqft ($40 Min) $.033 per sq. ft. $.40 per sq. ft.

Moved in House (based on 1200 sq. ft.)
Residential sq ft rate plus $30.00 
electrical fee

Residential sq ft rate plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $436.00

Residential sq ft rate plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $520.00

Moving Fee
One Time Inspection Fee $30.00
Reinspection Fee $30.00 $50.00 $50.00
Temp Power $30.00 $40.00 $40.00
Replacement of Permit Card $10.00 $10.00
Permit Renew Full Charge After 18 Months Full Charge After 18 Months

Residential Mechanical Fees

$30.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional 1,000 sq. ft.

$40.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional 1,000 sq. ft.

$40.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional 1,000 sq. ft.

Mobile Home (based on 1200 sq. ft.)
$0.12 per sq. ft. plus $30.00 
electrical fee = $174.00

$0.33 per sq. ft. plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $436.00

$0.40 per sq. ft. plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $520.00

Mobile Home Moving
Conditional Temp Power
Land Disturbance Application $150.00 $150.00 $150.00

Short Term Rental $150.00 $150.00 $150.00

Swimming Pool (based on 500 sq. ft.) $60.00 $.033 per sq. ft. = $165.00 $.40 per sq. ft. = $200.00

Commercial Building Permit Fees
Administrative Fee $25.00 $50.00 $50.00

$.40 per sq. ft. $.55 per sq. ft.
1000 sq. ft. $120.00 $400.00 $550.00
2000 sqft $240.00 $800.00 $1,100.00
2500 sqft $300.00 $1,000.00 $1,375.00
4000 sqft $480.00 $1,600.00 $2,200.00
6500 sqft $780.00 $2,600.00 $3,575.00
10000 sqft $1,200.00 $4,000.00 $5,500.00

Tenant Change $150.00 $250.00 $250.00

Non-Commercial Out-Buildings $0.12 per sqft ($40 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

$0.40 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

$0.55 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

Chicken Houses $100 $400 400

Commercial Additions or Alterations $0.12 per sq. ft.
$0.40 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

$0.55 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, mechanical

Commercial Mechanical Fee's

$40.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional sq. ft.

$50.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional sq. ft.

$50.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional sq. ft.
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Conclusion

 2001 – last time fees were updates

 Home Business went from $25 to $75

 Building Permit went from $.08 to $.12 per square foot

 Moving Forward

 Updating Fee Schedule Document

 Updating Business License Ordinance

 Updating Land Use Resolution
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Ordinance Number: _________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO 
PROVIDE A SINGLE FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State in 
November 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section 2, Paragraph 1 
thereof, that the governing authority of the County may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 
resolutions, and regulations;  

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County has determined that it is in the 
public interest to consolidate and update the Fee Schedule into a single ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined to adopt an 
ordinance regulating these matters;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County, 
Georgia, as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. 
 
Chapter 121, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as shown in Exhibit A hereto. 
 

SECTION 2. 
 
Chapter 30 of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in Exhibit B 
hereto. 
 

SECTION 3. 
 
Chapter 101, Article IV of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in 
Exhibit C hereto. 

SECTION 4. 
 
Chapter 34, Article II of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in 
Exhibit D hereto. 

SECTION 5. 
 

If any section, provision or clause of any part of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional, or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied to any particular 
situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity 
shall not be construed to affect the portions of this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the 
application of this Ordinance to other circumstances not so held to be invalid. It is hereby 
declared as the intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such invalid portion not 
been included herein. 
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SECTION 6.  

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 

SECTION 7.  
 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption, the public good demanding the same. 

 
SO ORDAINED this ____ day of ____________, 2019. 

 
       Dawson County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Sharon Fausett, Member 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Chris Gaines, Member 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Tim Satterfield, Member 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Julie Hughes Nix, Member 
 
Attest:  
 
By:  ______________________________    [COUNTY SEAL] 
         Kristen Cloud, County Clerk      
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Exhibit A 
 

Chapter 121, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Article IV, Section 103 (9) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “At time of application for reclassification to Commercial Planned 

Comprehensive Development (C-PCD), the applicant shall pay a non-refundable 
fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee Schedule 
which fee shall be in addition to any other fees required by this chapter.” 

2. Article IV, Section 106 (1), Fees, (c) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “The building permit fees shall be as set forth by the Dawson County Planning 

and Development Fee Schedule and shall cover the tower and associated 
equipment building. Any other permits required shall be charged at the prescribed 
rate at the time of development or construction.” 

3. Article X, Section 317, (a) through (f) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “Applications submitted under this article shall be accompanied by all fees as 

required by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee Schedule” 
4. Article XII, Section 377, (c) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 

a. “Should any work be performed for which a building, grading or development 
permit is required prior to the issuance of a permit by the Dawson County, the 
fees for such permit as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and 
Development Fee Schedule shall be doubled or the charge for such permit shall be 
a minimum of one hundred dollars, whichever is greater.” 
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Exhibit B 

 
Chapter 30, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Article II, Division 2, Section 50 (a) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “A non-prorated, non-refundable administrative fee as set forth by the Dawson 

County Planning and Development Fee Schedule shall be required on all business 
occupation tax accounts for the initial start-up, renewal or reopening of those 
accounts.” 

2. Article II, Division 2, Section 51 (b) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “The occupation tax shall be determined according to the number of employees of 

the business or practitioner as computed on a full-time position basis or full-time 
position equivalent basis. An employee who works 40 hours or more weekly shall 
be considered a full-time employee. The average weekly hours of employees who 
work less than 40 hours weekly shall be added and such sum shall be divided by 
40 to produce full-time position equivalents. The occupation tax shall be levied as 
set forth by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee Schedule. This 
fee schedule includes a non-refundable administrative fee required for the initial 
start-up, renewal or reopening of those accounts as shown on the adopted Dawson 
County Planning and Development Fee Schedule.” 

3. Article II, Division 2, Section 56 (2) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “A fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee 

Schedule per practitioner who is licensed to provide the service, with such tax to 
be paid at the practitioner's office or location. The per practitioner fee shall 
include all persons in the business who qualify as a practitioner under the state's 
regulatory guidelines and framework.” 

4. Article II, Division 3, Section 111 (d) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “Any applicant for a business license under this section shall submit to the county 

a business regulatory fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and 
Development Fee Schedule.” 

5. Article II, Division 3, Section 124 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “The regulatory fees for businesses set forth per the Dawson County Planning and 

Development Fee Schedule shall be in addition to the administrative fee and the 
occupation tax imposed in this article. Registration and regulatory fees shall be 
non-refundable after the fact. Upon written request the occupation tax may be 
refunded, if the application is not approved or is canceled.” 

6. Article II, Division 4, Section 158 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “Any person, association, partnership, or corporation desiring to obtain a license 

to operate, engage in conduct, or carry on any massage and bodywork therapy 
business shall make application to the County Manager or designee. A 
nonrefundable new application fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning 
and Development Fee Schedule shall be paid to the County Manager or designee 
with the application and all required supporting documentation. The application 
for a license does not authorize the engaging in, operation of, or carrying on of 
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any massage and body work therapy business. An employee license must be 
secured by each employee who shall work in the business in any capacity as 
outlined in section 4. 11. Upon payment of an investigation fee, per the Dawson 
County Planning and Development Fee Schedule, by the applicant, the County 
Manager or designee shall complete an investigation and upon the applicant 
meeting the requirements shall issue the employee license.” 

7. Article II, Division 4, Section 169 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “All fees as provided in the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee 

Schedule shall apply.” 
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Exhibit C 

 

Chapter 101 of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended by adding a new Article IV 
with the following text: 
 
ARTICLE IV. – Fee Schedule 

Residential Building Permit Fees  

  
Administrative Fee $50.00  

Minimum  $50.00 

1200 sqft  $393.00 

1800 sqft $594.00 

2500 sqft $825.00 

3000 sqft  $990.00 

3500 sqft $1,155.00 

4000 sqft $1,320.00 

Over 4000 sqft $0.33 per sq. ft. plus mechanicals 

  
Residential Additions or Alterations $.33 per sq. ft. 

Moved in House (based on 1200 sq. 
ft.) 

Residential sq ft rate plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $436.00 

Moving Fee  

One Time Inspection Fee   

Reinspection Fee $50.00 

Temp Power $40.00 

Replacement of Permit Card $10.00 

Permit Renew Full Charge After 18 Months 
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Residential Mechanical Fees $40.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., additional 

$10.00 for each additional 1,000 sq. ft. 

  
Mobile Home (based on 1200 sq. ft.) $0.33 per sq. ft. plus $40.00 electrical fee 

= $436.00 

Mobile Home Moving  

Conditional Temp Power  

Land Disturbance Application $150.00 

  
Short Term Rental $150.00 

  
Swimming Pool (based on 500 sq. ft.) $.33 per sq. ft. = $165.00 

  
Commercial Building Permit Fees  

Administrative Fee $50.00  

 $.40 per sq. ft. 

1000 sq. ft. $400.00 

2000 sqft $800.00 

2500 sqft $1,000.00 

4000 sqft  $1,600.00 

6500 sqft $2,600.00 

10000 sqft $4,000.00 

  
Tenant Change $250.00 

  
Non-Commercial Out-Buildings $0.40 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  plumbing, 

electrical, mechanical 

Chicken Houses $400 
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Commercial Additions or Alterations $0.40 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  plumbing, 
electrical, mechanical 

  
Commercial Mechanical Fee's $50.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. additional $10.00 

for each additional sq. ft. 

  
Plan and Development Fees  

Plat Approval for Recording $75.00 

Subdivision Preliminary Plat per Lot $20.00 ($100.00 min.) 

Subdivision Final Plat per Lot $10.00 ($100.00 min.) 

LDA per Disturbed Acre $50. 00 ($100.00 min) 

Stop Work Order Processing $200.00 

NOI per Disturbed Acre $40.00 

  
Commercial Land Disturbance  

Application fee $150.00 

Review Fee $40/acre (State) 

  
Review   

Commercial Building Review $200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add additional 
$10.00 per 1000 sq. ft. 

2nd Review $300.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add additional 
$10.00 per 1000 sq. ft. 

3rd Review $500.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add additional 
$10.00 per 1000 sq. ft. 

4th Review $750.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add additional 
$10.00 per 1000 sq. ft. 

  
Residential Plan Review  
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Cell Tower Permit  

Plan Review No longer allowed per state 

New Tower Building $500.00 state cap 

Co-Location $500.00 state cap 

  
Land Use  

  
Variance or Appeal $350.00 

Appeal of Administrative Decision $300.00 

Special Land Use Permit (SLUP)  

Rezoning - RA,RRE $250.00  

Rezoning - RT, RL, RS, 
RSR,RSRMM 

$300.00  

Rezoning - RMHP $350.00  

Rezoning - RMF  $475.00  

Rezoning - RPC, CRB, CCB $700.00  

Rezoning - CHB,CPCD,COI,CIR, 
MUV 

$3,500.00  

Rezoning - CPDP required section 
404.I 

$3,500.00  

Special Use Permits (based on current 
zoning district) 

Same as Current 

  
Signs  

Review  $75.00 

Signs per sq.ft. $10.00 per $1000.00 value ($75.00 
minimum) 
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Business License  

Administrative Fee $50.00 

Home Office/Home Occupation $50.00 

Background Checks $20.00 

Address/Business Change Requiring 
Reissuance of Business License 

$10.00 

  
Massage Business License New $100.00 

Massage Business License Renewal $50.00 

Massage Background Owner 
/Employee 

$20.00 

Massage Renewal Employee Yearly $50.00 

  
Tattoo Business Number of Employees 

Tattoo Background Check $50.00 

  
Adult Business License $750.00 

Adult Background $75.00 

  
Financial Institutions As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 48-6-93 

  
Number of Employees  

1 $75.00 

2-9 $200.00 

10-19 $200.00 + $14.50 per employee 

20-99 $200.00 + $14.50 per employee 

100 or more $200.00 + $13.50 per employee 
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Late Fee's Per OCGA 48-13-21 

Practitioner Fee Per OCGA 48-13-C 

  
Advertising & Variance  

Advertising $50.00 

  
  
Special Event Permit $250 (3 or less hours) 

 $500 (3 to 6 hours) 

 $750 (6 to 9 hours) 

 $1,000 (9 to 12 hours) 
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Exhibit D 
 

Chapter 34, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Article II, Section 34-37 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “All fees as provided in the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee 

Schedule shall apply. Events that last more than 12 continuous hours require 
specific approval by the board of commissioners for the event and the duration. 
The amount of the fee for an event that lasts more than 12 continuous hours shall 
be set in at an amount deemed reasonably necessary by the board of 
commissioners to defray the cost of the event imposed upon the county. Fees may 
be waived at the discretion of the Planning Director or County Manager for Non-
profit organizations. ” 
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Ordinance Number: _________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO 
PROVIDE A SINGLE FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State in 
November 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section 2, Paragraph 1 
thereof, that the governing authority of the County may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 
resolutions, and regulations;  

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County has determined that it is in the 
public interest to consolidate and update the Fee Schedule into a single ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined to adopt an 
ordinance regulating these matters;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County, 
Georgia, as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. 
 
Chapter 121, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as shown in Exhibit A hereto. 
 

SECTION 2. 
 
Chapter 30 of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in Exhibit B 
hereto. 
 

SECTION 3. 
 
Chapter 101, Article IV of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in 
Exhibit C hereto. 

SECTION 4. 
 
Chapter 34, Article II of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is hereby amended as shown in 
Exhibit D hereto. 

SECTION 5. 
 

If any section, provision or clause of any part of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional, or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied to any particular 
situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity 
shall not be construed to affect the portions of this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the 
application of this Ordinance to other circumstances not so held to be invalid. It is hereby 
declared as the intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such invalid portion not 
been included herein. 
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SECTION 6.  

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 

SECTION 7.  
 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption, the public good demanding the same. 

 
SO ORDAINED this ____ day of ____________, 2019. 

 
       Dawson County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Sharon Fausett, Member 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Chris Gaines, Member 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Tim Satterfield, Member 
 
 

__________________________________ 
       Julie Hughes Nix, Member 
 
Attest:  
 
By:  ______________________________    [COUNTY SEAL] 
         Kristen Cloud, County Clerk      
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Exhibit A 
 

Chapter 121, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Article IV, Section 103 (9) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “At time of application for reclassification to Commercial Planned 

Comprehensive Development (C-PCD), the applicant shall pay a non-refundable 
fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee Schedule 
which fee shall be in addition to any other fees required by this chapter.” 

2. Article IV, Section 106 (1), Fees, (c) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “The building permit fees shall be as set forth by the Dawson County Planning 

and Development Fee Schedule and shall cover the tower and associated 
equipment building. Any other permits required shall be charged at the prescribed 
rate at the time of development or construction.” 

3. Article X, Section 317, (a) through (f) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “Applications submitted under this article shall be accompanied by all fees as 

required by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee Schedule” 
4. Article XII, Section 377, (c) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 

a. “Should any work be performed for which a building, grading or development 
permit is required prior to the issuance of a permit by the Dawson County, the 
fees for such permit as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and 
Development Fee Schedule shall be doubled or the charge for such permit shall be 
a minimum of one hundred dollars, whichever is greater.” 
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Exhibit B 

 
Chapter 30, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Article II, Division 2, Section 50 (a) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “A non-prorated, non-refundable administrative fee as set forth by the Dawson 

County Planning and Development Fee Schedule shall be required on all business 
occupation tax accounts for the initial start-up, renewal or reopening of those 
accounts.” 

2. Article II, Division 2, Section 51 (b) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “The occupation tax shall be determined according to the number of employees of 

the business or practitioner as computed on a full-time position basis or full-time 
position equivalent basis. An employee who works 40 hours or more weekly shall 
be considered a full-time employee. The average weekly hours of employees who 
work less than 40 hours weekly shall be added and such sum shall be divided by 
40 to produce full-time position equivalents. The occupation tax shall be levied as 
set forth by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee Schedule. This 
fee schedule includes a non-refundable administrative fee required for the initial 
start-up, renewal or reopening of those accounts as shown on the adopted Dawson 
County Planning and Development Fee Schedule.” 

3. Article II, Division 2, Section 56 (2) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “A fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee 

Schedule per practitioner who is licensed to provide the service, with such tax to 
be paid at the practitioner's office or location. The per practitioner fee shall 
include all persons in the business who qualify as a practitioner under the state's 
regulatory guidelines and framework.” 

4. Article II, Division 3, Section 111 (d) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “Any applicant for a business license under this section shall submit to the county 

a business regulatory fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning and 
Development Fee Schedule.” 

5. Article II, Division 3, Section 124 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “The regulatory fees for businesses set forth per the Dawson County Planning and 

Development Fee Schedule shall be in addition to the administrative fee and the 
occupation tax imposed in this article. Registration and regulatory fees shall be 
non-refundable after the fact. Upon written request the occupation tax may be 
refunded, if the application is not approved or is canceled.” 

6. Article II, Division 4, Section 158 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “Any person, association, partnership, or corporation desiring to obtain a license 

to operate, engage in conduct, or carry on any massage and bodywork therapy 
business shall make application to the County Manager or designee. A 
nonrefundable new application fee as set forth by the Dawson County Planning 
and Development Fee Schedule shall be paid to the County Manager or designee 
with the application and all required supporting documentation. The application 
for a license does not authorize the engaging in, operation of, or carrying on of 
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any massage and body work therapy business. An employee license must be 
secured by each employee who shall work in the business in any capacity as 
outlined in section 4. 11. Upon payment of an investigation fee, per the Dawson 
County Planning and Development Fee Schedule, by the applicant, the County 
Manager or designee shall complete an investigation and upon the applicant 
meeting the requirements shall issue the employee license.” 

7. Article II, Division 4, Section 169 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “All fees as provided in the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee 

Schedule shall apply.” 
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Exhibit C 

 

Chapter 101 of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended by adding a new Article IV 
with the following text: 
 
ARTICLE IV. – Fee Schedule 

Residential Building Permit Fees   

   

Administrative Fee $50.00  

Minimum  $50.00 

1200 sqft  $477.00 

1800 sqft $720.00 

2500 sqft $1,000.00 

3000 sqft  $1,200.00 

3500 sqft $1,400.00 

4000 sqft $1,600.00 

Over 4000 sqft $0.40 per sq. ft. plus 
mechanicals 

   

Residential Additions or Alterations $.40 per sq. ft. 

Moved in House (based on 1200 sq. ft.) Residential sq ft rate plus 
$40.00 electrical fee = 
$520.00 

Moving Fee   

One Time Inspection Fee   

Reinspection Fee $50.00 

Temp Power $40.00 
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Replacement of Permit Card $10.00 

Permit Renew Full Charge After 18 Months 

   

Residential Mechanical Fees $40.00 up to 1,000 sq. ft., 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional 1,000 sq. ft. 

   

Mobile Home (based on 1200 sq. ft.) $0.40 per sq. ft. plus $40.00 
electrical fee = $520.00 

Mobile Home Moving   

Conditional Temp Power   

Land Disturbance Application $150.00  

   

Short Term Rental $150.00  

   

Swimming Pool (based on 500 sq. ft.) $.40 per sq. ft. = $200.00 

   

Commercial Building Permit Fees  

Administrative Fee $50.00  

 $.55 per sq. ft. 

1000 sq. ft. $550.00 

2000 sqft $1,100.00 

2500 sqft $1,375.00 

4000 sqft  $2,200.00 

6500 sqft $3,575.00 
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10000 sqft $5,500.00 

   

Tenant Change $250.00 

   

Non-Commercial Out-Buildings $0.55 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, 
mechanical 

Chicken Houses 400 

Commercial Additions or Alterations $0.55 per sqft ($50 min.) plus  
plumbing, electrical, 
mechanical 

   

Commercial Mechanical Fee's $50.00 up to 1000 sq. ft. 
additional $10.00 for each 
additional sq. ft. 

   

Plan and Development Fees   

Plat Approval for Recording $75.00  

Subdivision Preliminary Plat per Lot $20.00 ($100.00 min.) 

Subdivision Final Plat per Lot $10.00 ($100.00 min.) 

LDA per Disturbed Acre $50. 00 ($100.00 min) 

Stop Work Order Processing $200.00  

NOI per Disturbed Acre $40.00  

   

Commercial Land Disturbance   

Application fee $150.00 
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Review Fee $40/acre (State) 

   

Review    

Commercial Building Review $200.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. 
ft. 

2nd Review $300.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. 
ft. 

3rd Review $500.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. 
ft. 

4th Review $750.00 up to 5000 sq. ft. add 
additional $10.00 per 1000 sq. 
ft. 

   

Residential Plan Review   

   

Cell Tower Permit   

Plan Review No longer allowed per state 

New Tower Building $500.00 state cap 

Co-Location $500.00 state cap 

   

Land Use   

   

Variance or Appeal $400.00  

Appeal of Administrative Decision $350.00  
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Special Land Use Permit (SLUP)   

Rezoning - RA,RRE $300.00  

Rezoning - RT, RL, RS, RSR,RSRMM $350.00  

Rezoning - RMHP $400.00  

Rezoning - RMF  $500.00  

Rezoning - RPC, CRB, CCB $750.00  

Rezoning - CHB,CPCD,COI,CIR, MUV $4,000.00  

Rezoning - CPDP required section 404.I $4,000.00  

Special Use Permits (based on current zoning 
district) 

Same as Current 

   

Signs   

Review  $75.00  

Signs per sq.ft. $10.00 per $1000.00 value 
($75.00 minimum) 

   

Business License   

Administrative Fee $50.00  

Home Office/Home Occupation $50.00  

Background Checks $20.00  

Address/Business Change Requiring Reissuance 
of Business License 

$10.00  

   

Massage Business License New $100.00  

Massage Business License Renewal $50.00  
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Massage Background Owner /Employee $20.00  

Massage Renewal Employee Yearly $50.00  

   

Tattoo Business Number of Employees 

Tattoo Background Check $50.00  

   

Adult Business License $750.00  

Adult Background $75.00  

   

Financial Institutions As Per Defined in O.C.G.A 
48-6-93 

   

Number of Employees   

1 $75.00  

2-9 $200.00  

10-19 $200.00 + $14.50 per 
employee 

20-99 $200.00 + $14.50 per 
employee 

100 or more $200.00 + $13.50 per 
employee 

Late Fee's Per OCGA 48-13-21 

Practitioner Fee Per OCGA 48-13-C 

   

Advertising & Variance   

Advertising $50.00  
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Special Event Permit $250 (3 or less hours) 

 $500 (3 to 6 hours) 

 $750 (6 to 9 hours) 

 $1,000 (9 to 12 hours) 
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Exhibit D 
 

Chapter 34, of the Code of Dawson County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

1. Article II, Section 34-37 is deleted and replaced with the following text: 
a. “All fees as provided in the Dawson County Planning and Development Fee 

Schedule shall apply. Events that last more than 12 continuous hours require 
specific approval by the board of commissioners for the event and the duration. 
The amount of the fee for an event that lasts more than 12 continuous hours shall 
be set in at an amount deemed reasonably necessary by the board of 
commissioners to defray the cost of the event imposed upon the county. Fees may 
be waived at the discretion of the Planning Director or County Manager for Non-
profit organizations. ” 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Emergency Services             Work Session: 09.05.19 
 
Prepared By: Danny Thompson                                       Voting Session: 09.19.19 
 
Presenter: Danny Thompson                 Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Funding Fire Hydrants 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: X   Budgeted: Yes           No   X 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve agenda item 

Department Head Authorization: DT        Date: 8-7-2019 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 8/28/19 

County Manager Authorization: DH           Date: 8/28/19  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Etowah Water & Sewer (EWSA) is expanding its service of water and sewer. It has added 3 miles of 

12-inch water main from Highway 136 East toward the Etowah River. It has extended service on 

several secondary roads in Dawson County: Herman Sosebee, Overlook Circle, Cleve Wright Road. 

Due to the reconfiguration of the Highway 9 and Dawson Forest Road project, a hydrant will be 

placed between the two roundabouts. There will be a line upgrade to 12 inch going from Perimeter 

Road to Highway 9 South and terminating in front of the new subdivision.  

We are requesting funding for the proposed addition of 8 new fire hydrants in the above listed service 

delivery areas. These additions provide valuable water in areas that have limited or no water currently. 

EWSA is only extending about 5-6 miles of water lines this year in the previously mentioned areas. 

We are requesting that this purchase of $27,029 be funded from fund balance. 

There is $27,598 remaining in the Contingency account. Finance recommends this funding come from 

that line item if approved. VLN 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Emergency Services             Work Session: 09.05.19 
 
Prepared By: Danny Thompson                                       Voting Session: 09.19.19 
 
Presenter: Danny Thompson                 Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: MOU GEMA 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: X   Budgeted: Yes           No   X 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve agenda item 

Department Head Authorization: DT        Date: 8.7.19 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 8/28/19 

County Manager Authorization: DH           Date: 8/28/19  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

GEMA has transitioned to a new grants management system for all grants affiliated with GEMA. The 

new program will enable us to submit and manage our grants through this new portal. The new 

system is called Georgia EMGrantsPro. 

With the new system, GEMA is requiring all EMA directors to complete and submit a Memorandum of 

Understanding to have access to this new grant portal. This will enable EMA directors and Finance to 

manage their grants online. We currently use a similar system with our SAFER grant through FEMA. 

We request the board allow us to complete and submit the MOU as directed by GEMA. 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Instructions 
 
1. The MOU consists of a 7-page document and 1 Exhibit (A); 8 pages total. All 

documents must be completed and returned to Georgia Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security Agency (GEMA/Homeland Security) 
with the appropriate signatures. 

 
2. The MOU and Exhibit A should be filled out electronically. If you cannot fill it out 

electronically, please make sure to print all of the required information. 
 
3. To complete the MOU and Exhibit A, use either the tab key or the arrow keys 

to move through the pages field by field. All fields must be completed prior 
to submission. 

 
4. Once all required information has been entered into the fillable fields of the 

MOU and Exhibit A; print the entire document. 
 

5. The last page of the MOU document, before Exhibit A, requires the signature of 
the Chief Elected/Appointed Official or the Chief Executive Officer, title, 
telephone and date of signature. The MOU also requires the signature of a 
witness. 

 
6. Exhibit A (Designation of Applicant’s Agent) requires the signature of the 

Chief Elected/Appointed Official or the Chief Executive Officer, title, 
telephone and date of signature. An email address is required to obtain 
access to the system (all email addresses must be unique; no duplicates are 
allowed). 

 
7. Please Note: The same person must sign the MOU and Exhibit A. 

 
8 Once the documents are complete and signed, they must be sent to the following 

email address: hsgrants@gema.ga.gov 
 

Note:  If email is unavailable to you, a paper copy may be submitted to the 
address below.  Please note that this may slow the process of obtaining access 
to the Georgia EMGrantsPro system as it will need to be scanned and uploaded 
by our staff. 

 
GEMA/Homeland Security 
Post Office Box 18055 
Atlanta, Georgia 30316 
ATTN:  Preparedness Grants and 

  Programs Division 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

BY and BETWEEN 

GEORGIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY AGENCY 

AND 

 

DAWSON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding (Agreement) made and entered into between the 

Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency, hereinafter referred to as 

the “GEMA/Homeland Security” and Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

officially domiciled at 393 Memory Lane Dawsonville, GA 30534 

 

hereinafter referred to as Subgrantee relating to application for grants under the U. S. 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG). 

WHEREAS, GEMA/Homeland Security as the State Administrative Agency (SAA), on behalf 

of the State of Georgia, is the Grantee receiving funding under the DHS FEMA EMPG as 

authorized under Section 662 of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 

2006 (PKEMRA), as amended, (Pub. L. No. 109-295) (6 U.S.C. 762); the Robert T. Stafford 

Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as amended (Pub. L. No. 93-288) (42 U.S.C. 

5121 et seq.); the Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977, as amended (Pub. L. No. 95-

124) (42 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.); and the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended 

(Pub. L. No. 90-448) (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.) and has the fiduciary responsibility to ensure 

those funds are spent on eligible Subgrantee facilities and activities, and are properly 

reimbursed to the Subgrantee; and 

WHEREAS, the agreement is part of the referenced Subgrantee’s application and profile 

record in the Georgia EMGrantsPro system and will become effective and binding upon 

approval by GEMA/Homeland Security; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration thereof, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

Responsibilities of the Subgrantee 

The Subgrantee is primarily responsible for compliance with and agrees to obtain a working 

knowledge of the above-mentioned Acts and all applicable DHS FEMA regulations as 

provided in all applicable Subparts of 2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200 and 44 

CFR that govern the EMPG and shall adhere to the application of those above-mentioned 
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Acts and those applicable regulations and policies as a condition for acceptance of and 

expenditure of said DHS FEMA funding. 

As a further condition for the acceptance of and expenditure of DHS FEMA funding, the 

Subgrantee hereby agrees to follow all GEMA/Homeland Security guidelines, 

regulations and directives, to include but not to limited to the following: 

 Use gema.ga.gov and gaemgrants.com, as applicable to access forms, request time 

extensions and submit requests for reimbursements with supporting documentation. 

 The Subgrantee shall assure that all project documents are made available to 

GEMA/Homeland Security, DHS FEMA, Office of Inspector General (OIG) or to any 

state or federal agency as determined by GEMA/Homeland Security, to include but 

not limited to: procurement policies, accounting policies, and all other documentation 

substantiating eligible costs. 

 All records, reports, documents and other materials delivered or transmitted to 

GEMA/Homeland Security by the Subgrantee shall become the property of 

GEMA/Homeland Security. 

 The Subgrantee will be required to execute a separate subgrant agreement for 

EMPG in addition to this MOU. 

 The Subgrantee agrees to monitor gema.ga.gov and gaemgrants.com for any 

changes in law, regulations, policy or procedure which affects the Subgrantee’s grant 

requirements. 

 The undersigned, as the appointed agent of the Subgrantee hereby declares that 

the individuals named herein as the Subgrantee’s agents are knowledgeable of the 

requirements outlined herein. 

The subgrantee hereby acknowledges that failure to adhere to all applicable state and 

federal law, regulations, policies and directives may result in suspension and/or 

termination of funding/reimbursements and/or all or part of the de-obligation of 

previously received funding.  

Responsibilities of GEMA/Homeland Security 

 GEMA/Homeland Security agrees to maintain gaemgrants.com subject to the 

availability of funding. 

 GEMA/Homeland Security shall, through the Subgrantee’s assigned Program 

Manager and Grant Specialist, review Subgrantee’s requests for advancement of 

funds, assist Subgrantee in correcting deficiencies, and disburse funds to the 

Subgrantee in a timely manner as possible. 

 GEMA/Homeland Security shall communicate to the Subgrantee, in a timely manner, 

any changes in law, regulations, policy or procedure which affects the Subgrantee’s 

grant requirements through gaemgrants.com, gema.ga.gov and/or the appropriate 

alternate methods of communication. 

 GEMA/Homeland Security shall provide technical assistance to assist the Subgrantee 

in the formulation and management of its DHS FEMA grants (see Disclaimer 

paragraph herein below). 
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Terms of Agreement 

This MOU shall remain in full force and effect for the duration of any DHS FEMA grants 

Subgrantee receives, including the record retention period. Any changes in regulations, 

policies or procedures applicable to EMPG funding shall constitute an amendment to 

this Agreement. 

 

Limitation of Liability 

The Subgrantee acknowledges that this MOU is intended for the benefit of the Grantee 

and the Subgrantee and does not confer any rights upon any third parties. Furthermore, 

the Subgrantee hereby agrees to hold harmless and indemnify Grantee from any actions 

or claims brought on behalf of any third parties, including those to whom services or 

materials are provided under any project funded by the DHS FEMA EMPG.  

 

Disclaimer 

In its capacity as the Grantee and state fiduciary of (DHS FEMA) and other federal grant 

funds, GEMA/Homeland Security provides technical assistance to current and potential 

Subgrantees (collectively referred to as “Subgrantees”) of the FEMA EMPG. 

Technical assistance includes the application of specific knowledge to a specific 

situation in order to address a specific need and as such is not a legal opinion or an 

endorsement of the Subgrantee’s grants management practice.  GEMA/Homeland 

Security does not render legal opinions to Subgrantees, but rather provides information 

intended to assist a Subgrantee prudently manage its own grants management program 

by employing effective methods and sound practices to manage DHS FEMA grants. 

 

Technical assistance and other grants management information provided by 

GEMA/Homeland Security and adopted by the Subgrantee, does not serve as 

GEMA/Homeland Security’s endorsement of the Subgrantee’s grants management 

practice and does not relieve the Subgrantee of the responsibility of assuring that its 

grants management practice is in compliance with applicable laws, regulations and 

policies as required by the DHS FEMA EMPG. 

The Subgrantee, by its decision to participate in the EMPG, bears the ultimate 

responsibility for ensuring compliance with all applicable state and federal laws, 

regulations and policies, and bears the ultimate consequences of any adverse decisions 

rendered by GEMA/Homeland Security, DHS FEMA, or any other state and federal 

agencies with audit, regulatory, or enforcement authority.  Throughout the grants 

management process, GEMA/Homeland Security, as the state fiduciary of this federal 

funding, reserves the right to demand that the Subgrantee comply with all applicable 

state and federal laws, regulations and policies, require refund of advanced funds and 
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take any and all other actions it deems appropriate to protect those funds for which it is 

responsible. 

 

Additional Laws and Policies 

The Subgrantee agrees to abide by the requirements of the following as applicable: Title 

VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 

1972, Federal Execution Order 11246, the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 

amended, the Vietnam Era Veteran’s Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Title IX of 

the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Act of 1975, and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990. 

The Subgrantee agrees not to discriminate in its employment practices, and will render 

services under this Agreement without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

veteran status, political affiliation, or disabilities. 

Any act of discrimination committed by the Subgrantee or failure to comply with these 

statutory obligations, when applicable, shall be grounds for termination of this 

Agreement. 

 

Notices  

All notices and other communications pertaining to this Agreement shall be in electronic 

format and/or writing and shall be transmitted either by email, personal hand delivery 

(and receipted for) or deposited in the United States Mail, as certified mail, return receipt 

requested and postage prepaid, to the other party, addressed as follows: 

 
GEMA/Homeland Security                   

Post Office Box 18055      

Atlanta, Georgia 30316 

ATTN: Preparedness Grants and Programs 

 
Or 

 
hsgrants@gema.ga.gov 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the day, month and 
year first written above. 
 
WITNESSES: 
 
 

            

State’s Witness    State Coordinating Officer 

Name: Sheneka Turner   Name: Ceporia McMillian 

      Date  

      Telephone Number: (404) 635-7095 

 

 

            

Subgrantee’s Witness   Chief Elected/Appointed Official 

Name: Danny Thompson                   or Chief Executive Officer 

Name: Billy Thurmond 

Title:   Chairman 

      Date  Click or tap here to enter text. 

      Telephone Number: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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Exhibit A 

 

Designation of Applicant’s Agent 

Provide the information below for 1 primary, 1 alternate (optional), 1 authorized and 1 financial 
individual that will be designated as agents. Changes to the below authorized agents must 
be communicated to GEMA/Homeland Security in the manner as detailed above within 
fourteen (14) days of such change.  
 

Primary Agent’s Name: Danny Thompson 

Title: Fire Chief/EMA Director 

Telephone number: 678-410-1738 

Email Address: dthompson@dawsoncounty.org 

 

Alternate Agent’s Name (Optional): Jason Dooley 

Title: Deputy EMA Director 

Telephone number: 770-262-9664 

Email Address: jdooley@dawsoncounty.org 

 

Authorized Agent’s Name: Laurie Whalen 

Title: Grants Adminstrator 

Telephone number: 706-344-3500 

Email Address: lwhalen@dawsoncounty.org 

 

Financial Agent’s Name: Vicki Neikirk 

Title: Chief Finiacal Officer 

Telephone number: 706-344-3500 

Email Address: vneikirk@dawsoncounty.org 
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I, as Chief Elected or Appointed Official of the Subgrantee am authorized to execute and file 
an Application for the Emergency Management Performance Grant Program on behalf of the 
Subgrantee for the purpose of obtaining funding under the above-mentioned Acts.  The above 
named agent(s) is/are authorized to represent and act on behalf of the Subgrantee in all 
dealings with the State of Georgia on all matters pertaining to the management of grants as 
required by this MOU. 
 
 
 
           

Chief Elected/Appointed Official  Date 

or Chief Executive Officer 

Name: Billy Thurmond  

Title: Chairman 

Telephone Number: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Senior Center                          Work Session: 09/05/2019 
 
Prepared By: Melissa Hawk             Voting Session: 09/19/2019 
 
Presenter: David McKee/Dawn Pruett                                      Public Hearing:  Yes x No       
 
Agenda Item Title: IFB #332-19 Construction Services for the Senior Srv Ctr - CDBG Presentation 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: x  Not Applicable: _   Budgeted: Yes x No   _ 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
351 

 
5521 

 
541300 

 
945,014.90 

 
718,297.45 

  
 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
250 

 
5521 

 
541300 

 
750,000.00 

 
750,000.00 

  
 

 

Recommendation/Motion: The Board accept the bids submitted and to award a contract to Diversified 

Construction of Georgia, not to exceed the amount of $1,969,853; to accept and utilize the donation in the 

amount of $945,014.90; to utilize the CDGB funds of $750,000 and to approve additional funds in the 

amount of $501,556 to be transferred from the monies of the Board’s discretion for this project. 

 
Department Head Authorization:  Dawn Pruett     Date: 08/26/2019 

Finance Dept. Authorization:       _Vickie Neikirk_________        Date: __08/28/19___ 

County Manager Authorization:  _DH_________           Date: 8/28/19  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

In 2017, Dawson County received a donation from the Ivy Trust in the amount of $945,014.90. In 2018, 
Dawson County was awarded a Community Development Block Grant from GA Department of Community 
Affairs in the amount of $750,000. The County released an IFB for construction services on April 11, 2019.   
 

The County received 3 bids on May 23, 2019, for this project. The lowest bidder is Diversified Construction of 
Georgia. The original offer received was in the amount of $2,242,000. Contract negotiations resulted in a 
reduced scope of work and the deletion of the staff conference room, for a bid of $1,969,853.  
 

Presentation 
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IFB #332-19 CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES FOR SENIOR 

SERVICES CENTER - CDBG

WORK SESSION – SEPTEMBER 5, 2019
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Background and Overview 

 In 2017, the County was blessed to receive a donation from the Ivy Trust in the
amount of $ 945,014.90.

 This act of kindness led to the dream to extend the senior center services into a
second building next to the Margie Weaver Senior Center. This will allow to
expand services and prepare for future growth.

 On August 24, 2018, the County was awarded a Community Development Block
Grant in the amount of $750,000.00.

 The current building will maintain its name in memory of the commitment and
dedication of Margie Weaver to the County and its senior citizens.

 The new building will be named the Pauline Stephens Ivey Center, Senior Life
Center.
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Procurement Approach and Procedure

 Advertised in Legal Organ

 Posted on County Website

 Posted on Georgia Procurement Registry 

 Emailed notification through vendor registry 

 Notification through County’s Facebook and Twitter accounts

 Notification through Chamber of Commerce

 3 bids received

BID ACCORDING TO POLICY
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Special Terms and Conditions

 Some of the special terms and conditions associated with grant include:
• Bidders to be registered in the Federal System for Award Management

(SAM) and cannot be barred from doing business with the federal or
state governments

• Utilize small and minority-owned businesses in accordance with Section
3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968

• Comply with:
 President’s Executive Order No. 11246 & 11375
 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
 Architectural Barriers Act of 1968
 Affirmative Action Clause
 Non-Segregated Facilities Clause
 Copeland Anti-Kick Back Clause
 Davis-Bacon Clause
 Work Hours & Safety Clause
 Clean Air/Water Clause
 Georgia Energy Codes for Buildings
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Scope of Services

 Some of the scope of services include:
• Construct an approximately 8,260 square foot building
• Stone masonry
• Heavy timber construction & trusses
• Rough Carpentry
• Wood decking
• Standing seam metal roof panels
• Doors/windows
• Plumbing/electrical/HVAC
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Space Usage for New Building

 Some of the space usage in the new building include:
• Large multi-purpose space
• Large kitchen
• Game Room
• Office Space
• Lobby
• Lavatory Facilities
• Nurse’s Office
• Respite Room
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Offers Received

Diversified Construction of GA Scroggs & Grizzel Contracting Carroll Daniel Construction Company

ITEM DESCRIPTION
UNIT OF 

MEASURE
TOTAL COST TOTAL COST TOTAL COST

Construction Services for

Senior Services Center -

CDBG –Base Bid

Lump Sum $2,242,000.00 $2,580,000.00 $2,780,000.00 

ITEM DESCRIPTION
UNIT PRICE 

DESCRIPTION

UNIT OF

MEASURE
UNIT COST UNIT COST UNIT COST

Unsuitable Soil
Per cubic yard 

unforeseen, 

removal and 

hauloff (based on 

minimum of 25 

CY)

CY $55.00 $12.00 $0.00 

Structural Soil

Per cubic yard 

additional structure 

soils (based on 

minimum of 25 

CY)

CY $55.00 $15.00 $0.00 

Sidewalks
Typical 4” thick SF $9.00 $3.50 $0.00 
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Diversified Construction of Georgia – Pre-Contract Negotiations

ITEM 

DESCRIPTION

UNIT OF 

MEASURE ORIGINAL TOTAL COST

Construction

Services for Senior

Services Center -

CDBG –Turn Key

Lump Sum $2,242,000.00 

Diversified Construction of Georgia - Post Contract Negotiations

ITEM 

DESCRIPTION

UNIT OF 

MEASURE
NEGOTIATED 

TOTAL COST

Construction

Services for Senior

Services Center -

CDBG –Turn Key

Lump Sum $1,969,853.00 

Some of the scope of work negotiated resulted in a savings of $272,147.00 and include:
 Remove staff conference room, reducing building to approximately 7,867 square feet

 Install architectural shingles instead of metal roof

 Remove canopy from breezeway

 Remove second sidewalk closest to the road

 Cover entire building in Hardy Plank instead of brick and stone facade

 Remove sloped ceiling in the multi-purpose room, match height of ceiling to other portion of
the building

 Adjust interior doors from a commercial grade package to a residential grade package

 Adjust window package from vinyl clad to a high-quality PVC

 Adjust brand name and model for flooring, countertops, kitchen equipment and storage
cabinets

 Remove the glazed transom windows from the multi-purpose room and game room

REDUCED SCOPE OF WORK/COSTS AFTER CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS
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Staff Recommendation

Staff respectfully requests the Board to accept the bids submitted and to award a contract to Diversified
Construction of Georgia, not to exceed the amount of $1,969,853.00; and to accept and utilize the donation
in the amount of $945,014.90; utilize the CDBG funds of $750,000.00 and to approve the additional funds
in the amount of $501,556.00 to be transferred from the monies of the Board’s discretion for this project.

Note:
The County does not have a contingency fund amount included for unforeseen issues.

2018 Expenses for project include survey/geotechnical services, A&E contract, application contract
w/GMRC, newspaper announcements and training in amount of $223,692.62.

2019 Expenses for the project include newspaper announcements and A&E contract in the amount of
$3,024.83.
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Fleet                 Work Session: 9/05/19 
 
Prepared By: Kara Wilkins                Voting Session: 9/19/19 
 
Presenter: Shannon Harben      Public Hearing:  Yes       No  
 
Agenda Item Title: 2019 Dawson County BOC Surplus List.  
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes           No   x 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:  Staff recommends approving surplus for disposal 

Department Head Authorization: SH        Date:  

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 8/28/19 

County Manager Authorization: DH           Date: 8/28/19  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

 This is a compilation of dilapidated Dawson County assets.  

The current 2019 surplus list is included for consideration for surplus.  
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