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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

WORK SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2025 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

   

NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Presentation of Request to Accept Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic Grant 

Continuation for FY 2025- Sheriff's Office 

 
2. Presentation of Request to Accept FY 2025 K9 Grant- Sheriff's Office 

 
3. Presentation of Updated Tax Commissioner’s Resolutions- Tax Commissioner Nicole 

Stewart 

 
4. Presentation of Family Connection 2025 Fiscal Agent Request- Family Connection 

Coordinator Rebecca Bliss 

 
5. Presentation of Emergency Services Request to Conduct a Raffle Fundraiser- Emergency 

Services Director Troy Leist 

 
6. Presentation of FY 2025 Legacy Link Contract Addendum No. 1- Senior Services Director 

Dawn Johnson 

 
7. Presentation of Intergovernmental Agreement Between Dawson County and the City of 

Dawsonville Concerning Improvements to Shoal Creek Road- Public Works Director 

Robert Drewry 

 
8. Presentation of Request to Accept an Association County Commissioners of Georgia 

County Internship Program Grant- Community Development's Angela Byers 

 
9. Presentation of Proposed Eagle Scout Project at Etowah River Canoe Launch- Parks & 

Recreation Director Matt Payne 

 
10. Presentation of Request to Consider Out-of-County Rates for Recreation Programs- Parks 

& Recreation Director Matt Payne 

 
11. Presentation of IFB #466-24 — Materials/Labor for War Hill Park Fishing Pier- Parks & 

Recreation Director Matt Payne / Purchasing Manager Melissa Hawk 

 
12. Presentation of RFP #465-24 — Phase 1 Environmental Assessment - Public Health 

Facility- Purchasing Manager Melissa Hawk 

 
13. Presentation of an Ordinance to Provide for the Terms of Members of the Planning 

Commission- County Attorney Angela Davis 
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14. Presentation of Board Appointment: 

     a. Development Authority 
          i. Mike Liberatore- replacing Dennis Fedoruk (Term: February 2025 through 

             December 2028) 

 
15. Presentation of Recommendation for Deputy County Clerk Appointment- Chairman Billy 

Thurmond 

 
16. County Manager Report 

 
17. County Attorney Report 

*A Voting Session meeting will immediately follow the Work Session meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: _Dawson County Sheriff’s Office          Work Session: _02-06-25_______ 
 
Prepared By: _Laurie Whalen__              Voting Session: _02-20-25_____ 
 
Presenter: Dawson County Sheriff’s Office    Public Hearing:  Yes  No X  
 
Agenda Item Title: _HEAT Grant_ Continuation___ 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: X  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  X    No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

250 
 

3335      

 

Recommendation/Motion: _________________________________ 

Department Head Authorization: ______________________   Date: _____ 

Finance Dept. Authorization:____Vickie Neikirk______________   Date: _1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette          Date: 1/23/25  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

In October 2020, the Sheriff’s Office was awarded the HEAT (Highway Enforcement of Aggressive 

Traffic) grant from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety. A continuation of that award will continue 

from October 2024-September 2025.  

It will continue to be used for the salaries and other expenses for 2 patrol officers. 

 

This year’s award is: $129,758.65. State portion: $51,903.46. Local portion: $77,855.19. 

The Sheriff’s Office would like the BOC to accept this award for the 2024/2025 fiscal year.     
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: Dawson County Sheriff’s Office                                  Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Laurie Whalen                              Voting Session: February 20, 2025 

 

Presenter: Dawson County Sheriff’s Office                                  Public Hearing: Yes  No X     

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of K9 Grant Award for Acceptance  

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:            Not Applicable:                                     Budgeted: Yes x  No       

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

250 

 

3322      

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources? yes 

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion:  

 

Department Head Authorization:              Date:       

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk            Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette        Date: 1/23/25  

 

Comments/Attachments:         

This is for acceptance of the 2025 K9 grant from CJCC (Criminal Justice Coordinating 

Council). It is for salary expenses related to the K9 program in the Sheriff’s Office. The 

department has received this grant for several years. 

The grant year runs from January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025. The award is in the amount of 

$112,204 with no local match.   

 

Therefore, I respectfully request that the existing program be 

extended until December 31, 2024.   
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: Tax Commissioner’s Office                  Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Nicole Stewart                                   Voting Session: February 20, 2025 

 

Presenter: Nicole Stewart                                     Public Hearing:  Yes  X  No       

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Tax Commissioner’s Resolutions Updated 

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:            Not Applicable: X                               Budgeted: Yes        No X 

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

 

      

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources? No 

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion:  

 

Department Head Authorization:              Date:       

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk             Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette         Date: 1-23-25  

 

Comments/Attachments:         

Renew my 4 resolutions for my new term. Resolution to accept payment forms other than cash, 

resolution authorizing me to do a refund if needed from an obvious clerical error, resolution 

authorizing me to waive penalties and/or interest for an obvious clerical error, and a resolution 

allowing me to do a Judicial In Rem if unable to sell a property in a tax sale.  

  

 

Therefore, I respectfully request that the existing program be 

extended until December 31, 2024.   
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A RESOLUTION BY THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AUTHORIZING AND ESTABLISHING POLICY FOR THE DAWSON COUNTY TAX 

COMMISSIONER TO ACCEPT FORMS OF PAYMENT OTHER THAN CASH FOR 

THE PAYMENT OF AD VALOREM TAXES, FEES, OR OTHER ASSESSMENTS  

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State 

in November of 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section II, Paragraph I 

thereof, that the governing authority of the county may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 

resolutions and regulations; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-9.1, the governing authority of each county may 

by appropriate resolution or ordinance elect to receive in payment of ad valorem taxes any form 

of payment; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-146, the county governing authority may 

prescribe the manner and conditions upon which a tax commissioner may accept forms of payment 

other than cash; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-146, county tax commissioners may not be held 

personally liable for unpaid checks or money orders when the county governing authority has 

authorized the tax commissioner to accept such forms of payment, the payment was received by 

the tax commissioner in the manner and under the conditions prescribed by the governing 

authority, and the tax commissioner has taken appropriate steps to collect payment following 

notice that the check or money order is unpaid; and 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined that it is in the 

bests interests of the County and its taxpayers to authorize the Dawson County Tax Commissioner 

to accept forms of payment other than cash pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§ 48-5-9.1 and 48-5-146. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Dawson 

County, acting in its capacity as the governing authority of Dawson County, does hereby authorize 

the Dawson County Tax Commissioner to accept forms of payment other than cash, including 

debit, credit, wire, ACH, personal checks, company checks, certified checks, treasurer’s checks, 

cashier’s checks, e-checks, bank money orders, postal money orders, and express money orders, 

in payment of taxes, assessments, and fees subject to the following rules and procedures: 

(1) Acceptance of checks and money orders. 

(a) Any check or money order shall be deemed to be payment as of the time it is 

received by the Dawson County Tax Commissioner, provided that the check or 

money order is duly paid upon presentation to the drawee.  
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(b) If a check or money order so received is not duly paid upon presentation to the 

drawee: 

(c) The Dawson County Tax Commissioner shall make a written demand for 

payment to the taxpayer within 30 days after receiving notification of the 

dishonor of the check or money order, which shall be sent by certified 

mail or statutory overnight delivery to the taxpayer’s last address as it 

appears on the latest records of the Tax Commissioner; 

(d) Unless payment is received within 20 days from the written demand for 

payment, the Dawson County Tax Commissioner shall initiate at least one 

of the rights and remedies allowed by law for the enforcement of the 

collection and payment of taxes, assessments, and fees within 40 days 

from the written demand for payment; 

(e) The person on whose account the check or money order was tendered shall 

remain liable for the payment of the tax or license fee and for all legal 

penalties and additions to the same extent as if the check or money order 

had not been tendered; 

(f) Dawson County shall have a lien for the amount of the check or money 

order upon all assets of the bank or trust company on which drawn or for 

the amount of the money order upon all the assets of the issuer of the 

money order; and  

(g) In addition to any other penalties provided by law, there shall be paid as 

a penalty by the person who tendered the check or money order upon 

notice and demand of the Dawson County Tax Commissioner, in the same 

manner as tax, an amount equal to 1 percent of the amount of the check 

or money order, except that, if the amount of the check or money order is 

less than $500.00, the penalty shall be the lesser of $5.00 or the amount 

of the check or money order. This paragraph shall not apply if the person 

who tendered the check or money order shows to the satisfaction of the 

Dawson County Tax Commissioner that it was tendered in good faith and 

with reasonable cause to believe it would be duly paid. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all previous Resolutions of the Board of 

Commissioners of Dawson County adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§ 48-5-9.1 and 48-5-146 are 

hereby superseded and repealed. 
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 SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED, this _____ day of _______________, 2025, by the 

Dawson County Board of Commissioners. 

      DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF   

      COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Seth Stowers, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chris Gaines, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Alexa Bruce, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chad Turkett, Member 

     

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 

 

8



A RESOLUTION BY THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AUTHORIZING THE DAWSON COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER TO CORRECT 

OBVIOUS CLERICAL ERRORS PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380  

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State 

in November of 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section II, Paragraph I 

thereof, that the governing authority of the county may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 

resolutions and regulations; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380 (a) and (b), taxpayers are entitled to a 

refund of taxes within three years of the date of payment and license fees within one year of 

payment when such taxes or license fees are determined to have been erroneously or illegally 

assessed and collected from the taxpayers under the laws of this state or under the resolutions or 

ordinances of the county or such taxes and license fees are determined to have been voluntarily or 

involuntarily overpaid by the taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380 (e) the Dawson County Board of 

Commissioners is authorized to adopt rules and regulations governing the administration of tax 

refund claims brought under O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380 and may delegate the approval or disapproval 

of such claims to the Dawson County Tax Commissioner only “where the reason for the claim is 

based on an obvious clerical error.” 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined that it is in the 

bests interests of the County and its taxpayers to delegate the authority to approve or disapprove 

claims for tax refunds to the Dawson County Tax Commissioner in those cases where the request 

is timely and the reason for the claim is based on an obvious clerical error in accordance with 

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380 (e). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Dawson 

County, acting in its capacity as the governing authority of Dawson County, does hereby delegate 

the authority to approve or disapprove claims for tax refunds brought within three years of the date 

of payment and claims for a refund of license fees brought within one year of payment to the 

Dawson County Tax Commissioner when the reason for such claims is based on an obvious 

clerical error in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380 (e); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Commissioner shall prepare and provide to 

the Board of Commissioners a quarterly report, on or before the 15th of January, April, August 

and December of each calendar year, showing the claims resolved either by approval or 

disapproval in the preceding quarter, which report shall include the date of the claim, the tax parcel 

number of the subject property, and, if applicable, the amount of refund issued and the time period 

for which the claim was resolved; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if any paragraph, sub-paragraph, sentence, clause, 

phrase, or any portion of this resolution shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court 

of competent jurisdiction, or if the provisions of any part of this ordinance as applied to any 

particular situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, then such 

invalidity shall not be construed to affect the portions of the ordinance not held to be invalid or the 

application of the resolution to other circumstances not held to be invalid; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all previous Resolutions of the Board of 

Commissioners of Dawson County adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-380 (e) are hereby 

superseded and repealed. 

 SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED, this _____ day of _______________, 2025, by the 

Dawson County Board of Commissioners. 

      DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF   

      COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Seth Stowers, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chris Gaines, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Alexa Bruce, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chad Turkett, Member 

     

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 
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A RESOLUTION BY THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AUTHORIZING THE DAWSON COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER TO WAIVE 

PENALTIES AND INTEREST WHEN SUCH PENALTIES OR INTEREST WERE 

INCURRED DUE TO REASONABLE CAUSE AND NOT WILLFUL NEGLECT OR 

DISREGARD OF THE LAW PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. § 48-5-242  

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State 

in November of 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section II, Paragraph I 

thereof, that the governing authority of the county may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 

resolutions and regulations; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-242 (a) and (c), the governing authority of a 

county may waive penalties and interest for the failure to comply with the laws governing the 

assessment and collection of ad valorem taxes when the default giving rise to such penalties and 

interest was due to reasonable cause and not due to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law 

or of regulations or instructions issued pursuant to the law; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-242 (a) and (c), the governing authority of a 

county may authorize the tax commissioner to waive certain penalties due on unpaid ad valorem 

taxes if the tax commissioner reasonably determines that the default causing the penalty was due 

to reasonable cause and not due to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law and if the penalty 

or interest does not arise from the failure of the taxpayer to comply with the terms, conditions, or 

covenants required with respect to properties receiving any type of preferential assessment; and 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Tax Commissioner has the ability to make the 

determination in each case regarding whether a penalty has been incurred due to reasonable cause 

and not due to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law or regulations or instructions issued 

pursuant to law; and 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined that it is in the 

bests interests of the County and its taxpayers to authorize the Dawson County Tax Commissioner 

to waive penalties and interest, except in cases of preferential assessments, when the Tax 

Commissioner reasonably determines that the default giving rise to the penalty or interest was due 

to reasonable cause and not due to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law or of regulations 

or instructions issued pursuant to the law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Dawson 

County, acting in its capacity as the governing authority of Dawson County, does hereby authorize 

the Dawson County Tax Commissioner to waive penalties and interest, except in cases of 

preferential assessments, when the Tax Commissioner reasonably determines that the default 

giving rise to the penalty or interest was due to reasonable cause and not due to gross or willful 

neglect or disregard of the law or of regulations or instructions issued pursuant to the law; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if any paragraph, sub-paragraph, sentence, clause, 

phrase, or any portion of this resolution shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court 

of competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this resolution as applied to any 

particular situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, then such 

invalidity shall not be construed to affect the portions of the resolution not held to be invalid or the 

application of the resolution to other circumstances not held to be invalid; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all previous Resolutions of the Board of 

Commissioners of Dawson County adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-242 are hereby 

superseded and repealed. 

 SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED, this _____ day of _______________, 2025, by the 

Dawson County Board of Commissioners. 

      DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF   

      COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Seth Stowers, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chris Gaines, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Alexa Bruce, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chad Turkett, Member 

     

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 
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A RESOLUTION BY THE DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AUTHORIZING THE DAWSON COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER TO CONDUCT 

JUDICIAL IN REM FORECLOSURES PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. § 48-4-76  

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State 

in November of 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section II, Paragraph I 

thereof, that the governing authority of the county may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 

resolutions and regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the Georgia legislature has determined that nonjudicial tax foreclosure 

procedures are inefficient, lengthy, and commonly result in title to real property which is neither 

marketable nor insurable; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-4-76 (a), the local governing authority of any 

county is authorized to proceed with judicial in rem tax foreclosures for delinquent taxes in 

accordance with the provisions of Article 5, Chapter 4, of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia 

upon the adoption of a resolution or ordinance authorizing such procedures; and  

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has determined that it is in the 

bests interests of the County and its taxpayers to authorize the Dawson County Tax Commissioner 

to utilize the judicial in rem tax foreclosure procedures for the collection of delinquent taxes in 

accordance with the provisions of Article 5, Chapter 4, of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Dawson 

County, acting in its capacity as the governing authority of Dawson County, does hereby authorize 

the Dawson County Tax Commissioner to utilize the judicial in rem tax foreclosure procedures for 

the collection of delinquent taxes in accordance with the provisions of Article 5, Chapter 4, of Title 

48 of the Official Code of Georgia; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all previous Resolutions of the Board of 

Commissioners of Dawson County adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-4-76 (a) are hereby 

superseded and repealed. 

 SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED, this _____ day of _______________, 2025, by the 

Dawson County Board of Commissioners. 

      DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF   

      COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 
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       ____________________________________ 

       Seth Stowers, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chris Gaines, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Alexa Bruce, Member 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Chad Turkett, Member 

     

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 
Department: Family Connection                                                 Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Rebecca Bliss                               Voting Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Presenter: Rebecca Bliss, Coordinator                                   Public Hearing:  Yes        No  X     

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of request for Commissioner of Roads & Revenue Dawson County to 

act as Dawson County Family Connection’s fiscal agent for DHS FY26 (July 1st, 2025-June 30th, 2026). 
 

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:            Not Applicable:                                     Budgeted: Yes        No       

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

 

      

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources?       

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, provide 

detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion: To accept DCFC’s request for Commissioner of Roads & Revenue 

Dawson County to act as DCFC’s fiscal agent from July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026. 
 

Department Head Authorization:               Date:       

Finance Department Authorization:  Vickie   Neikirk          Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization:   J. Leverette        Date: 1-23-25  

 

Comments/Attachments: 

-Memorandum of Understanding to be signed by Billy Thurmond & Kristen Cloud upon BOC approval. 

*Fiscal Agent Designation & Acceptance Agreement to be sent via DocuSign to Billy Thurmond & Kristen 

Cloud from GaFCP upon BOC approval. 

Fiscal agent documentation is due to GaFCP by February 17, 2025, to execute FY26 contracts by July 

1, 2025. 

Dawson County Family Connection (DCFC) is dedicated to fostering collaboration across all segments of the 

community to enhance the well-being of families and children. Since 1999, Dawson County Government has 

served as DCFC’s fiscal agent, enabling DCFC access to additional state and federal funding opportunities. These 

include reimbursable contracts provided by Georgia Family Connection Partnership (GaFCP) in collaboration 

with the Georgia Division of Human Services (DHS). GaFCP/DHS funding supports DCFC’s Coordinator and 

the collaborative’s essential efforts to address critical local issues, such as mental health and family stability. 

Acceptance includes 1) understanding this is a 12-month commitment, 2) understanding expenses are reimbursable 

every quarter, 3) agreeing to receive all financial correspondence and payments relating to the funds, and making 

all records available for any required financial audit, 4) having appropriate accounting and financial systems to 

document costs incurred and claims made and 5) agreeing the local Family Connection collaborative governing 

body is the body responsible for all decisions associated with budgeting of these funds, but will ensure such 

decisions shall comply with the Fiscal Agent’s own policies and procedures. 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

 

 This Memorandum of Understanding is hereby entered into this ______ day of 

____________, 2025 by and between Dawson County Family Connection, Inc., hereinafter 

referenced as “AGENCY”, and the Commissioner of Roads and Revenue Dawson County, 

hereinafter referenced as “DAWSON COUNTY”.   

 

 1. Fiscal Agent/Financial Accounting. 

             DAWSON COUNTY shall act as fiscal agent as described in ‘Fiscal Agent 

Roles and Responsibilities’ referenced in “Exhibit A” and provide financial accounting support 

to the AGENCY for programs supported by donations to the AGENCY and by the grants 

received by the AGENCY referenced in “Exhibit B”, which is attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by reference.  The grants referenced in “Exhibit B” may be amended during the term of 

this Memorandum of Understanding upon approval by DAWSON COUNTY.      

 

 2. AGENCY Services. 

  The AGENCY shall furnish the following services, data, and information to 

DAWSON COUNTY:    

  1)  act as the liaison between the AGENCY and all vested community 

organizations, and 2) provide appropriate administrative duties including, but not limited to, 

program development and contract deliverables implementation, resource development, 

coordinating public information, and 3) provide all grant applications, agreements or contracts 

and corresponding data required by the fiscal agent to fulfill the grant requirements and   

 

 3. Term. 

  The parties hereto agree that the term of this Memorandum of Understanding 

shall be as follows: July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026. 

 

 4. Records. 

  DAWSON COUNTY shall maintain such records and accounts regarding 

property, personnel, and financial records deemed necessary by the AGENCY and any grant or 

contract funding source to assure proper accounting for all project funds for both federal and 
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non-federal shares.  Any such records shall be made available for audit purposes to the 

AGENCY, the grant or contract funding source, or the Controller General of the United States 

or any authorized representative and shall be retained for seven years after the expiration of this 

Memorandum of Understanding unless permission to destroy such records is granted by both 

the Agency and the grant or contract funding source.  

 

5. Mutual Cooperation. 

  DAWSON COUNTY agrees to assist the AGENCY in complying with all of the 

conditions governing grants or contracts under current laws and regulations.   

 

 APPROVED, this ______________day of ______________, 2025. 

 

ATTEST:     COMMISSIONER OF ROADS AND  
      REVENUE DAWSON COUNTY 
 
 
      By:       
Kristen Cloud, County Clerk   Billy Thurmond, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  DAWSON COUNTY  

FAMILY CONNECTION, INC 
 
 
       ____      
Rebecca Bliss, Coordinator   John Cronan, 2025 Chair 
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Exhibit A 

 

Fiscal Agent Roles and 
Responsibilities 

Introduction 
There are two fiscal agents responsible for the management of the appropriation the Georgia 
legislature has made annually for Georgia Family Connection counties: 

• The Department of Human Services (DHS), which is the fiscal agent for all of the 
legislative appropriation for Family Connection collaboratives, and 

• The entity chosen by the local Family Connection collaborative to serve on its behalf as 
the fiscal agent for the Family Connection state allocation. 

 
This document covers the roles and responsibilities of the local entity chosen to serve as the 
fiscal agent on behalf of the county’s Family Connection collaborative. 

 
Family Connection collaboratives have many partners. The Family Connection collaborative’s 
fiscal agent is one of those partners in collaboration. Collaborative partners bring much to the 
table. Some collaborative partners have expertise in providing direct services; others advocate 
for children and families; some bring to the table experiences of families receiving direct 
services; and others reflect the skills of business and industry. 

 
The fiscal agent may have expertise in one or more of these areas, but in addition, they 
contribute to the collaborative by providing ongoing financial oversight and advice and by 
helping the local Family Connection collaborative manage its Family Connection state 
allocation. 

 
Requirements of A Family Connection Collaborative Fiscal Agent 
The entity the Family Connection collaborative chooses as its fiscal agent enters into a contract 
with DHS to receive the state Family Connection state allocation. As part of this contract, the 
fiscal agent certifies they: 

• “understand this is a 12-month commitment” 
The collaborative may not change fiscal agents during the course of the contract 
(unless there are extraordinary circumstances). 

• “understand expenses are reimbursable on a quarterly basis” 
This means the fiscal agent agrees to pay all expenses for the collaborative in 
advance each quarter. This usually amounts to approximately one-fourth of the 
Family Connection state allocation. At the end of each quarter (a 3-month 
period) the collaborative fiscal agent submits its reimbursement request report. 
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• “agree to receive all financial correspondence and payments relating to the funds, and 
make all records available for any required financial audit” 

The fiscal agent must not only receive and respond to correspondence, but it 
must also be able to document they conduct an annual audit. In addition, it 
must allow the state and federal government and DHS full and complete access 
to all consumer/customer/client records of all kinds (including such documents 
as email correspondence, papers, books, memoranda, and management 
reports). It must retain all records for seven years—or longer if there is an audit, 
litigation, or other issue. 

 
• “have appropriate accounting and financial systems to document costs incurred and 

claims made” 
The fiscal agent must be able to verify it uses commonly accepted accounting 
practices, keeps appropriate records, and has an acceptable annual audit. 

 
• “agree the local Family Connection collaborative board is the body responsible for all 

decisions associated with budgeting of these funds, but will ensure such decisions shall 
be in compliance with the fiscal agent’s own policies and procedures” 

The Family Connection collaborative board makes decisions about how local 
Family Connection collaborative funds are expended in compliance with the 
policies and procedures of the fiscal agency. These decisions are reflected in the 
budget proposal the collaborative submits with its annual plan. This budget 
proposal becomes “Annex A Part 4, Budget Proposal” of the contract between 
the fiscal agent and DHS. 

 
In return, the fiscal agent is responsible for advising the local collaborative about 
its own policies and procedures for allowable expenditure of funds, and for 
managing the money in accord with the Budget Proposal (and any revisions). 

 
Other Responsibilities of a Fiscal Agent 
The local Family Connection fiscal agent fulfills many responsibilities that are key to the success 
of the collaborative. Fiscal agents are expected to: 

• Participate in the development of the proposed annual budget and any necessary 
budget revisions for a local Family Connection collaborative, including but not limited to, 
the Family Connection state allocation. 

• Maintain written procedures for compensation and benefits, purchasing, contracting 
and reimbursement of travel and other expenses and share fiscal procedures with 
collaborative. 

• Pay invoices approved by the local Family Connection collaborative for payment and in 
accord with collaborative’s Budget Proposal (Annex A, Part 4 of the DHS Contract) and 
all subsequent revisions – following the fiscal agent’s own rules and regulations. 
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• Prepare and submit completed reports required to receive the Family 
Connection state allocation: 

o Quarterly Expenditure Report  
o Quarterly Subcontractor Report  
o Detailed Inventory for Equipment—DHS Form 5111 
o Quarterly Narrative Report FYXX, which is prepared in 

coordination with the collaborative 
o Budget revisions, if required during the year 

• Prepare and maintain accurate financial records of local Family Connection 
collaborative funding activity for the funds the fiscal agent is managing on 
behalf of the collaborative. 

• Assist the collaborative through ongoing financial oversight of the Family 
Connection state allocation on behalf of the collaborative. 

• Present written monthly financial reports on the Family Connection state 
allocation to the collaborative board. 

• Maintain an official file of the collaborative contracts managed by the fiscal 
agent. 

• Maintain a file of interagency financial agreements/memoranda of 
understanding (MOUs and MOAs) pertaining to the Family Connection state 
allocation on behalf of the local Family Connection collaborative. 

• Attend fiscal agent training offered by Georgia Family Connection 
Partnership when possible. 

• Ensure audit reports meet state standards. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
  Emergency Services 
Department:                          Work Session: February 6, 2025 
 
Prepared By:    Troy Leist                         Voting Session: February 20, 2025 
 
Presenter:  Troy Leist               Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Fundraiser for Emergency Services 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:       Leist                             Date: 01 14-25 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization:             Date:      

County Attorney Authorization: J. Leverette         Date: 1/23/25 

Comments/Attachments:  

 

For the last several years, Alexandria Williams, who is now with the Piedmont Group, has sponsored 

a gun raffle fund raiser in conjunction with Appalachian Armory here in Dawsonville. The funds raised 

during this raffle help Emergency Services with events through the year.   

I am requesting approval for Alexandria Williams to be allowed to conduct the fundraiser in conjunction 

with Appalachian Armory and have Emergency Services be the beneficiary of the proceeds. 
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: Dawson County Senior Services                                  Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Laurie Whalen                              Voting Session: February 20, 2025 

 

Presenter: Dawn Johnson                                                              Public Hearing: Yes  No X     

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Legacy Link Addendum #1 

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:            Not Applicable:                                     Budgeted: Yes x  No       

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

 

5520      

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources? yes 

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Motion to approve FY 2025 Addendum No. 1. 

 

Department Head Authorization: DJ       Date: 01-21-2025 

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette      Date: 1/23/25  

 

Comments/Attachments:         

Legacy Link addendum contract to reflect changes in parts of the award for the congregate 

meals, home delivered meals and respite care. Legacy Link receives state and federal funds 

from many sources and this addendum reflects changes to those sources. There is 

approximately $10,000 more possible with this addendum. 

Dawson County Senior Services respectfully asks the board to accept this addendum to the FY25 

Legacy Link contract. 

 

Therefore, I respectfully request that the existing program be 

extended until December 31, 2024.   
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: Public Works                                              Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Robert W. Drewry              Voting Session: February 20, 2025 

 

Presenter: Robert W. Drewry                         Public Hearing:  Yes        No  X 

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Intergovernmental Agreement between Dawson County and 

the City of Dawsonville regarding Shoal Creek Road improvement.     

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Information : 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:        Not Applicable: N/A                                   Budgeted: Yes        No       

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

N/A 

      

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources?        

1. Dawson County and the City of Dawsonville entered into a Settlement and Release 

Agreement on May 20, 2021. The Agreement obligated the County to repave Shoal 

Creek Road from the Historic Courthouse to State Route 136. It was mutually 

understood that the repaving of Shoal Creek Road would occur during or following the 

construction of the new bridge. However, both the City and the County agree that Shoal 

Creek Road has deteriorated to the condition that a repaving will not be sustainable and 

that significant improvements must be made. 

 

2. Also, the road needs to have a consistent 24 feet of paving to include a 2-foot paved 

safety shoulder. 

 

3. Based on cost estimates, staff has determined a Full Depth Reclamation was not only 

the less expensive rehab but will provide a longer-lasting road base and surface. 
 

The County will assume the estimated cost to repave Shoal Creek Road within the city limits, 

and the City agrees to pay the portion of the FDR work to be completed on the roadway within 

the City limits in the amount not to exceed $450,000. 

  

Therefore, an Intergovernmental Agreement was drafted that stipulates this arrangement 

pending Board approval and award of the contract to improve Shoal Creek Road. 

 The County Attorney has approved the agreement. 
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*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve Intergovernmental Agreement between Dawson County and 

the City of Dawsonville regarding Shoal Creek Road improvement.     

 

Department Head Authorization: RWD        Date:  January 16, 2025 

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk            Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette        Date: 1/23/25  

 

Comments/Attachments: Inter-governmental Agreement   
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STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DAWSON 
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEEMENT BETWEEN 
DAWSON COUNTY AND THE CITY OF DAWSONVILLE REGARDING 

A CROSS-JURISDICTIONAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 

(Shoal Creek Road) 
(from Historic Courthouse to SR 136) 

 
 THIS AGREEMENT, effective as of _______________, 2025, is by and between 
DAWSON COUNTY, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia (“Dawson”), and the CITY 
OF DAWSONVILLE, a Georgia municipal corporation (“Dawsonville”). Individually, Dawson 
and Dawsonville may be referred to herein as a “Party,” and, collectively, as the “Parties.” 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IX, Section III, Paragraph I of the Constitution of the 
State of Georgia, cities and counties are authorized to contract with each other for a period not 
exceeding 50 years for the provision of services, or for the joint or separate use of facilities or 
equipment, so long as such contracts deal with activities, services, or facilities which such cities 
and counties are authorized by law to undertake or provide; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IX, Section II, Paragraph III of the Constitution of the 
State of Georgia, Dawson and Dawsonville are authorized, jointly and severally, to exercise 
powers and provide services related to street and road construction maintenance, including curbs, 
sidewalks, street lights, and devices to control the flow of traffic on streets and roads constructed 
by counties and municipalities or any combination thereof; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IX, Section II, Paragraph III of the Constitution of the 
State of Georgia, Dawson is prohibited from exercising these powers or providing any such service 
inside the boundaries of Dawsonville except by contract with Dawsonville; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-62(d), Dawson has the authority provided in 
O.C.G.A. § 32-4-112(b) to contract with Dawsonville and expend funds for work on public roads 
within Dawsonville’s jurisdictional boundary; and  

 WHEREAS, a portion of Shoal Creek Road between State Route (“SR”) 136 and the 
Dawson Historic Courthouse located at 31 Main St, Dawsonville, GA 30534 (“Historic 
Courthouse”) lies within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction and a larger portion of that section of Shoal 
Creek Road lies within Dawson’s jurisdiction; and 

 WHEREAS, Dawson and Dawsonville are parties to that certain Settlement and Release 
Agreement effective on May 20, 2021, wherein Dawson agreed as a part of such settlement to 
repave, as part of its road and culvert improvements projects, Shoal Creek Road from the Historic 
Courthouse to SR 136; and 

 WHEREAS, following further inspection of that portion of Shoal Creek Road to be 
repaved, the Parties agree that repaving is no longer a viable, long-term solution and additional 
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work beyond just repaving the road (e.g., deep patch and resurfacing and/or full depth reclamation) 
should be completed to extend the life of the road; and 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with the applicable state law requirements, Dawson will 
conduct a competitive bid solicitation which will result in an agreement between Dawson and a 
paving company (the “Contractor”), which agreement scope will include full depth reclamation 
work to be completed on that portion of Shoal Creek Road lying within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction 
(the “Project”); and 

 WHEREAS, Dawsonville has agreed to pay for a portion of the full depth reclamation 
work to be completed on the roadway within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction; and 

 WHEREAS, the Parties agree that coordination of construction efforts for cross-
jurisdictional road improvement projects, including the Project herein, provides cost savings and 
efficiencies that are in the best interest of the citizens of both Dawson and Dawsonville.  

 NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises, the public 
purposes, and the acknowledgment and agreements contained herein, and for other good and 
valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties 
mutually agree to the above recitals and as follows: 

1. Agreement. 
 

a. Dawson’s Duty to Manage the Project. The Parties agree that Dawson shall 
assume primary responsibility for management of the Project, including completion 
of the Work (described below), its public road construction/maintenance agreement 
with a paving company (the “Contractor”), and any necessary warranty work to 
effectuate repairs covered by any applicable warranty. 
 

b. General Description of the Work. The work to be performed pursuant to this 
Agreement consists of full depth reclamation work of approximately 4,433 linear 
feet of Shoal Creek Road lying within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction (the “Work”). 
Dawson shall complete the Work using the services of the Contractor. 
 

c. Cost Allocation. The Parties agree to pay for the cost of the Work to be completed 
within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction (full depth reclamation work) in accordance with 
the following percentages:  
 

(a) Dawsonville: 70.34% 
(b) Dawson: 29.66% 

Dawsonville’s contribution hereunder shall not exceed $450,000.00 unless a larger 
amount is agreed to by and between the Parties in accordance with subsection f 
below.   
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Except for any reasonably disputed amounts (which shall be paid promptly upon 
resolution of the dispute), Dawsonville shall pay all amounts due under this IGA to 
Dawson within thirty (30) days of request. 

 
d. Dawsonville’s Right and Duty to Review the Work. Dawsonville shall have the 

right and duty to review the Work and to advise Dawson of any observed 
discrepancies or potential problems so that these can be timely addressed with the 
Contractor.  Dawsonville may, but shall not be required to, test or inspect the Work 
for compliance with applicable technical standards. Dawsonville acknowledges 
that its remedies against the Contractor for defective Work may be limited to those 
remedies available to Dawson in its contract with the Contractor to the extent such 
remedies can be enforced by Dawson. Dawsonville shall respond in a timely 
manner to any issue that may arise during the Work that requires its input. The 
Parties shall make reasonable and good-faith efforts to coordinate their oversight 
of the Work and proactively address any issues that may arise, including any 
warranty requests for the work performed. 

 
e. Disputes with the Contractor. Dawson shall address with the Contractor any 

issues or concerns raised by Dawsonville concerning the Work and, subject to the 
limitations below, Dawson shall make good faith efforts to enforce the contract 
with the Contractor for the benefit of Dawsonville. Except as separately agreed 
between the Parties, Dawson shall not be required to write any demand letter or file 
any lawsuit against the Contractor or take any other similar formal legal action 
arising out of the Work. 

 
f. Change Orders. Dawson will discuss any proposed change orders that operate to 

increase the cost of the Project for the Work to be performed within Dawsonville’s 
jurisdiction with Dawsonville in advance of approving such change orders with the 
Contractor. Upon Dawsonville’s approval of any such proposed change order, 
Dawsonville agrees to timely pay all costs associated therewith in accordance with 
subsection c. hereinabove.  

 
g. Contractor Insurance and Contract Provisions. Dawson shall make a good faith 

effort to include in its contract with Contractor, or to execute an amendment to such 
contract, a requirement that: (1) Dawsonville is named as an additional insured on 
any liability policies covering the Work, (2) Dawsonville is named as an intended 
third-party beneficiary of such contract, and (3) the Contractor be required to give 
notice to the County within a reasonable time after discovering that the actual 
contract quantities for the Work within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction will exceed the 
estimated quantities, which notice the County will provide to the City upon receipt. 
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2. Agreement Term.  This Agreement shall commence upon execution by the Parties and 
shall expire upon completion of all duties and obligations provided herein, provided that 
the term of the Agreement shall not exceed fifty (50) years. 
 

3. Termination for Convenience. Either Party may terminate this Agreement for 
convenience by providing written notice of termination to the other Party.  If Dawsonville 
terminates this Agreement for convenience: (a) Dawson shall promptly (but in any event, 
not later than fourteen (14) calendar days following receipt of a termination notice from 
Dawsonville) terminate the Work in its contract with the Contractor (but only that portion 
of the Work that is within Dawsonville’s jurisdiction); and (b) Dawsonville shall reimburse 
Dawson for all reimbursable costs incurred through the date of termination of the Dawson-
Contractor contract. 
 

4. Assignment or Transfer. The rights, privileges and obligations under this Agreement 
shall not be assigned or transferred by either Party without the prior written consent of the 
other party. 
 

5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Georgia.  If any action at law or in equity is brought to enforce or 
interpret the provisions of this Agreement, the rules, regulations, statutes and laws of the 
State of Georgia will control. 
 

6. Public Procurement Requirements. Each Party agrees that it will comply with all public 
road work procurement requirements under any applicable state or federal law related to 
any construction, improvements, or services contemplated by this Agreement. 
 

7. E-Verify and Title VI. Each Party agrees that it will comply with all E-Verify and Title 
VI requirements and execute any documents reasonably required related to such 
compliance.  Further, each Party agrees that any contracts let for the Project and/or the 
Work shall contain all required E-Verify and Title VI requirements under applicable law. 
 

8. Cooperation. Each Party shall, at the request of the other, make, execute and deliver or 
obtain and deliver all instruments and documents and shall do or cause to be done all such 
other things which either Party may reasonably require to effectuate the provisions and 
intention of this Agreement. 
 

9. Authority to Execute. Each of the individuals executing this Agreement on behalf of his 
or her respective Party agrees and represents that he or she is authorized to do so and further 
agrees and represents that this Agreement has been duly passed upon by the required 
governmental agency or board in accordance with all applicable laws and spread upon the 
minutes thereof.   
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10. Force Majeure. In case by reason of force majeure, any Party hereto shall be rendered 
unable, wholly or in part, to carry out its obligations under this Agreement, then if such 
Party shall give notice and full particulars of such force majeure in writing to the other 
Party within a reasonable time after occurrence of the event or cause relied on, the 
obligation of the Party giving such notice, so far as it is affected by such force majeure, 
shall be suspended during the continuance of the inability then claimed, but for no longer 
period.  Such Party shall endeavor to remove or overcome such inability with all reasonable 
dispatch. The term “force majeure,” as employed herein, shall mean (a) any cause beyond 
the Party’s reasonable control; (b) any act(s) of God; (c) any change in applicable 
governmental rules or regulations rendering the performance of any portion of this 
Agreement legally impossible; (d) strikes, lockout(s) or other labor disputes or industrial 
disturbance(s); (e) any war, hostility, embargo, sabotage, civil disturbance, riot, 
insurrection, pandemic/epidemic, invasion or act(s) of a public enemy; (f) order(s) of any 
kind of the Government of the United States or the State of Georgia or any civil or military 
authority; and (g) natural disaster, catastrophe, epidemics, landslides, lightning, 
earthquakes, fires, hurricanes, storms, floods, washouts, droughts, or explosions, or 
breakage or accidents outside the Party’s control which prevent performance under this 
Agreement. 
 

11. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties 
and supersedes and replaces any and all other agreements, either oral or in writing, between 
the Parties with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement. No other agreement, 
statement or promise relating to the subject matter of this Agreement not contained in this 
Agreement shall be valid or binding.  This Agreement may be modified or amended only 
by a written document signed by representatives of all Parties with appropriate 
authorization. 
 

12. Waiver. No failure by either Party to enforce any right or power granted under this 
Agreement, or to insist upon strict compliance, and no custom or practice of either Party at 
variance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall constitute a general waiver 
of any future breach or default or affect a Party’s right to demand exact and strict 
compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Further, no express waiver 
shall affect any term or condition other than the one specified in such waiver, and that one 
only for the time and manner specifically stated. 
 

13. Severability.  Should any provision of this Agreement or application thereof to any person 
or circumstance be held invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement or the 
application of such provision to any person or circumstance, other than those to which it is 
held invalid or unenforceable, shall not be affected thereby, and each provision of this 
Agreement shall be valid and enforceable to the full extent permitted by law.   
 

14. Agreement Jointly Drafted by the Parties. Each Party represents that it has reviewed and 
become familiar with this Agreement and has notified the other Party of any discrepancies, 
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conflicts or errors herein. The Parties agree that, if any ambiguity or question of intent or 
interpretation arises, this Agreement is to be construed as if the Parties had drafted it jointly, 
as opposed to being construed against a Party because it was responsible for drafting one 
or more provisions of the Agreement.   
 

15. Records. Each Party shall maintain records relating to matters covered by this Agreement 
as required by law and by any additional requirements in this Agreement.  Such records 
shall be maintained for at least a period of three (3) years following the termination or 
expiration of this Agreement. 
 

16. Notices. All notices, demands or requests required or permitted to be given pursuant to this 
Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been properly given or served 
and shall be effective on being deposited or placed in the United States mail, postage 
prepaid and registered or certified with return receipt requested to the addresses appearing 
below, or when delivered by hand to the addresses indicated below: 

If to Dawsonville: 
 
City of Dawsonville, Georgia 
Administrative Offices 
415 Highway 53 East, Suite 100 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 
ATTN: City Manager 

If to Dawson: 
 
Dawson County, Georgia 
Administrative Offices 
25 Justice Way 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 
ATTN: County Manager 

  
17. Settlement Agreement Satisfaction.  The Parties hereto agree that Dawson’s obligations 

regarding the repaving of Shoal Creek Road as described under that certain Settlement and 
Release Agreement effective on May 20, 2021, a copy of which is attached hereto marked 
“Exhibit A,” including the timing requirements stated therein, shall be fully and finally 
satisfied upon completion of the Project described herein.  

 

[SIGNATURES BEGIN ON NEXT PAGE]   
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto, acting by and through their duly authorized 
officials and officers pursuant to appropriate ordinances and resolutions hereinbefore duly and 
properly adopted by each, have caused this Agreement to be executed in duplicate counterparts 
and the official seals of each Party properly affixed, each delivering to the other one of said 
duplicate counterparts, the day and year first above written. 

 

CITY OF DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA, 
by and through its City Council 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
       John Walden, Mayor 
 
 
 
Attest: ____________________________ 
            Beverly Banister, City Clerk 
 
 
 

(city seal) 
 

 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form:  
 
 
______________________ 
City Attorney 

DAWSON COUNTY, GEORGIA, by and 
through its Board of Commissioners 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
       Billy Thurmond, Chairman 
 
 
 
Attest: ____________________________ 
            Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
 
 
 

(county seal) 
 

 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form:  
 
 
______________________ 
County Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT 
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: Community Development/Marshal           Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Angela Byers                          Voting Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Presenter: Angela Byers                             Public Hearing:  Yes        No  X     

 

Agenda Item Title: Request to sign ACCG Civic Affairs Foundation’s Georgia County Internship 

Program Grant Agreement 

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:            Not Applicable:                                     Budgeted: Yes        No       

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

 

      

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources?       

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion:  

 

Department Head Authorization:               Date:       

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk             Date: 1/23/25 

County Manager Authorization: Levertete         Date: 1-23-25  

Comments/Attachments:         

Angela Byers with the Marshals Office applied for an Intern for her department in October 

2024.   

 

 On January 6, 2025, The Marshals Office was awarded a grant for 1 intern through ACCG for 

the 2025 summer program (May 1, 2025, and September 1) in the amount of $3259.50.     

 

 

In order to proceed, the Grant agreement needs to be signed. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Parks & Rec                      Work Session: 2/6/2025 
 
Prepared By:   Matt Payne                       Voting Session: 2/20/2025 
 
Presenter:  Matt Payne              Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Eagle Scout Project at Etowah River Kayak and Canoe Launch 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette          Date: 1/23-25  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The Parks & Recreation department is presenting Luke Gloeckner as a potential Eagle Scout project 

for Etowah River Kayak and Canoe Put In on Highway 9 South. 

na 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Parks & Rec                      Work Session: 02.06.2025 
 
Prepared By:   Matt Payne                       VotingSession:02.20.2025 
 
Presenter:  Matt Payne              Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Request to consider Out-of-county rates for recreation programs 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette          Date: 1/23/25  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Request from Parks & Recreation department to consider the proposal brought forth by the Parks & 

Recreation Board to raise the out-of-county fees on all recreation department programs and rentals.  

Currently, out-of-county fees are $25 per participant or rental. Parks & Recreation Board recommends 

$100 per participant or rental.  
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: Parks & Recreation                                 Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Melissa Hawk                    Voting Session: February 20, 2025 

 

Presenter: Matt Payne                                                                Public Hearing:  Yes   No X 

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of IFB #Materials/Labor for War Hill Park Fishing Pier Award 

Request     

Background Information:  

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:        Not Applicable:                                         Budgeted: Yes        No       

Fund Department Account # Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

325 

 

6120 

  

 

  

$212,500 

 

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources?        

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Staff respectfully requests the board to accept the bids received, 

award a contract to Martin Docks, LLC, in the amount of $212,500, utilizing SPLOST VII funds. 

 

Department Head Authorization: Matt Payne              Date: 01/16/2025 

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk             Date: 1/23/25 

County Manager Authorization: Leverette             Date: 1-23-25  

Comments/Attachments: Presentation    

$200,000 is included in SPLOST VII for this project.  

 

An IFB opened on January 16, 2025, for the work. Two bids were received, with Martin Docks 

in the amount of $212,500 being the best offer for the county to perform all scope of work.  
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IFB #466-24 
Materials/Labor 
for War Hill Park 

Fishing Pier

FEBRUARY 6, 2025
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Background and Overview

The SPLOST VII resolution includes $200,000.00 for this project.

The work has been approved by the Corps of Engineers and is to
remain within the same footprint.
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Bid According to Policy

 Advertised in Legal Organ

 Posted on County Website through Vendor 
Registry

 Posted on Georgia Procurement Registry

 Notification through County’s Facebook and 
Twitter accounts

 Notification through Dawson County Chamber 
of Commerce

 Received 2 bids received

Procurement Approach and Procedure
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Location for the Pier 
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Pictures of the Old Pier
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Pictures of the New Pier

59



Scope of Work Overview

The Contractor shall delivery and install all materials within the system as follows:

 Aluminum Fixed Pier

 10’Wx245’L – Manufactured in 40’ sections

 20’Wx25’L – Manufactured in 2 sections

 Based on Supports every 20’ – (50% pile reduction)

 6061 Aluminum E Channel Frame

 C Channel Header kits (every 20’)

 Railings the full length of the pier, both sides

 PVC Decking, to be TimberTech, Advanced PVC, Vintage Collection, Color: Coastline

 To be highly resistant to moisture damage such as mold and mildew

 Splinter, crack, cup, peel and rot resistant

 Fade and stain resistant
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Offers Received
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Staff respectfully requests 
the Board to accept the bid  
received; award a contract to 
Martin Docks, LLC, in the 
amount of $212,500.00; 
utilizing SPLOST VII for the 
project.

Staff Recommendation
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             DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

                AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

  
 

Department: County Administration                                             Work Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Prepared By: Melissa Hawk                                          Voting Session: February 6, 2025 

 

Presenter: Melissa Hawk                                                 Public Hearing:  Yes X  No       

 

Agenda Item Title: Presentation of RFP #465-24 – Phase 1 Environmental Assessment - Public 

Health Facility 

Background Information:  

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:  

Applicable:        Not Applicable:                                         Budgeted: Yes        No       

Fund Department Account 

# 

Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 

325 

 

5110 

 

541100 

 

$2,336,200 

 

$2,187,700 

 

$3,125 

 

$2,184,575 

 

*If this is a personnel-related request, has it been reviewed by Human Resources?        

*If this item is being requested to move to the same day’s voting session for BOC consideration, 

provide detailed justification for the request: 

 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Staff respectfully requests the Board to accept the proposals received 

and award a contract to Mill Creek Environmental, in the amount of $3,125, utilizing SPLOST 

VII Funds.  

 

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Department Authorization: Vickie Neikirk            Date: 1/22/25 

County Manager Authorization: J. Leverette                  Date: 1/23/25  

 

Comments/Attachments: Presentation   

The SPLOST VII Funds resolution lists a new Public Health facility. The BOC approved 

SPLOST VII Funds in the 2025 budget process in the amount of $2,495,000.  The 2025 CBDG 

Applicant Manual mandates that all professional services, no matter the funding source or cost, 

must be released in a sealed RFP and awarded by the governing authority. 

An RFP opened on January 17, 2025, receiving two proposals. Individual evaluations have 

been completed with Mill Creek Environmental rating the highest combined technical and cost 

score of 86. The total cost to the County to perform all scope of work is $3,125. 
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Michael “Mike” Liberatore 
28 Willow Oak Lane 

Dawsonville, GA   30534 
 

Mike Liberatore is licensed residential & commercial real estate agent with Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties.  He is a member of the 400 North Board of 
Realtors, and the Atlanta Commercial Board of Realtors. Mike has held a Georgia real 
estate license for the past 10 years. 

Previously, Mike had a 30+ year career as a corporate executive in the retail industry, over 
half of which he held VP/Senior-level executive positions.  Mike’s responsibilities included 
Risk Management, Loss Prevention/Asset Protection, Physical Security, Business 
Continuity and Communications. 

Mike has been active in the community since moving to Dawson County.  He served on the 
Oak Forest HOA board for several years including a two-year term as HOA President.   Mike 
joined the Rotary Club of Dawson County in 2016, has been active on boards and 
committees, and most recently served as Club President in 2023-2024.  Mike is a 
parishioner at Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church, where he has served on the Parish 
Council and is a charter member of the Knights of Columbus’ Council #15238 serving 
CTRCC and the Dawson County community. 

A native of Washington DC, Mike attended Montgomery College and West Virginia 
University, with concentrations in Criminal Justice and Business Administration.  

Mike and his wife Abby purchased a home in Oak Forest/Dawsonville in 2009 and moved 
the family to North Georgia from South Florida in 2010.   Thier son Carter is a 2018 graduate 
of Dawson County High School and a 2022 Graduate of Clemson University.   Emma is a 
Junior at Dawson County High School’s On-Line Learning Program and is currently duel-
enrolled at Lanier Technical College.    

In his spare time, Mike enjoys time with his family, his Golden Retriever, Buddy, family 
vacations in South Carolina and is currently marveling at his beloved Washington football 
team’s renewed success in the NFL. 
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