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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA - THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2017 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

6:00 PM 

  

 

A.  ROLL CALL 

 
B.  OPENING PRESENTATIONS 

      Presentation of Senior Center Donation- Betty Ann Bagley 
Georgia Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D) Update- Frank Riley 

 
C.  INVOCATION 

 
D.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
E.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
F.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the Voting Session held on April 6, 2017 

G.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
H.  PUBLIC COMMENT (3 minute limit/person 15 minutes maximum) 

I.  PUBLIC HEARING 
1. Proposed 2017 Land Use District Map (2nd of 2 hearings. 1st hearing was held before 

the Planning Commission on April 18, 2017) 
 

J.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Application for Parade and Assembly - 4 H Rabies Clinic  
2. Consideration of Planning and Development Budget Amendment Request - 

Administrative Assistant  
3. Consideration of Planning and Development Budget Amendment Request - Building 

Inspector  
4. Consideration of Annual Compensation for County Clerk Position 

 
K. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

L.  ADJOURNMENT 
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  Dawson County 

Board of Commissioners 

 

Proclamation Concerning The Pauline S. Ivey Trust  

Donation For The Dawson County Senior Center 

 

WHEREAS, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners has, over a period of years, caused to be constructed and 

operated a Senior Center located at Veterans’ Memorial Park for the purpose of enriching the quality of life of its 

senior citizens by providing meals, fellowship and many activities for those who participate at the Center, and the 

Board desires to expand the scope of available services and provide for additional space for activities and services at 

the Center; and 

 

WHEREAS, the late Pauline Stephens Ivey was born on January 17, 1917, and lived nearly her entire life in Dawson 

County; she attended the Lumpkin School and was married to the late Weldon Ivey, who was a Dawson County 

Commissioner; Pauline and Weldon had two children, Frances and Donald, both of whom passed away before 

Pauline, who passed from this life on April 14, 2014, at the age of 97; she would have been 100 years old this year; 

Pauline lead a simple life, working primarily as a devoted wife, mother and homemaker; she kept everyone laughing 

all the time; she was a fine Christian lady, and attended Harmony Baptist Church; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pauline S. Ivey and Betty Anne Bagley were second cousins, and Pauline’s daughter Frances asked 

Betty Anne to take care of her mother if Frances died first, and Frances did pass away before her mother, so Betty 

Anne did take care of Pauline during the later years of her life; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pauline S. Ivey desired that her assets be used for the betterment of her community and its churches 

and for the betterment of the lives of her fellow citizens and particularly for the elderly, and created the Pauline S. 

Ivey Revocable Living Trust for those purposes in a manner to be determined in the discretion of Trustee Betty 

Anne Bagley; and      

 

WHEREAS, Trustee Betty Anne Bagley has proposed a donation of Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars by the Ivey 

Trust to the Dawson County Senior Center for the construction, furnishing, and equipping of a new building and the 

Dawson County Board of Commissioners wishes to accept the donation and to express its enthusiasm and gratitude 

to Mrs. Bagley and the Pauline S. Ivey trust for the generous gift. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Dawson County Board of Commissioners do accept the said 

donation for the specific purpose of constructing an additional Senior Center building to be known as the Pauline S. 

Ivey Memorial Building and to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Trust and trustee, Mrs. Betty Anne Bagley. 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a plaque or marker be conspicuously posted on the building to identify the 

benefactor, and that if any donated funds remain after construction that they be used for providing additional 

services at the Senior Center, and not simply for continuation of existing services. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners be and is hereby authorized to 

sign and deliver a letter of acceptance of the donation.  

 

Dated this 20th day of April, 2017 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman    Danielle Yarbrough, County Clerk 

Dawson County Board of Commissioners 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
VOTING SESSION MINUTES – APRIL 6, 2017 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE 

6:00PM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Thurmond; Commissioner Gaines, District 2; 

Commissioner Hamby, District 3; Commissioner Nix, District 4; County Manager Headley; 

County Attorney Frey; County Clerk Yarbrough and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

Commissioner Fausett was not present. 

 

OPENING PRESENTATION: 

Diane Minick- Upper Etowah River Alliance 

 

INVOCATION:  Chairman Thurmond 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the minutes from the Voting Session held on March 16, 2017 as 

presented. Nix/Hamby- Commissioner Gaines abstained and Chairman Thurmond voted in order 

for the item to pass.  

  

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. Gaines/Hamby 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

ZONING: 

VR 17-01 – Hibbymo Properties – Nix Br., LLC has made a request to vary from the Land Use 

Resolution, Article IV, Section 402.C.5 and Article VI, Section 607.1.A to increase the 

maximum square footage of the proposed commercial building and decrease the minimum 

amount of parking required. The properties are located on TMPs 119-034, 119-034-001, 119-052 

and zoned CCB (Commercial Community Business). 

 

Appealed Action: Planning Commission Denial of VR 17-01 on February 21, 2017  

 

Chairman Thurmond announced that if anyone had contributed more than $250 to the 

commissioners or chairman in the past two years and wished to speak they would have to fill out 

a disclosure form which would be made available to them.  Under normal program, ten minutes 

will be given to those who wish to speak in favor of or opposition to with some redirect, time 

permitting. 
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Planning and Development Director Jason Streetman stated that it was the applicant’s intent to 

build a Dollar General Store on the property and request a variance from the required 46 parking 

spaces to 33, allow a 9,100 square foot building per single tenant instead of 5,000 square feet as 

required by C-CB zoning, and to appeal the Planning Commission’s denial.  

Applicant Bobby Howard stated that it was his intent to build a 9,100 one use/one occupant 

building on a 2 acre lot with access changed from Nix Bridge Rd. to Harmony Church Rd. He 

was also requesting a variance from the required 46 parking spaces to 33.  

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application. 

The following spoke in favor of the application: 

 Joshua Scott, Cumming 

The following spoke against the application: 

 Judy Cluck, Dawsonville 

 Michael Rickey, Dawsonville 

 Sarah Stowers, Dawsonville 

 Kristie Myers, Dawsonville 

 Janet Turner, Dawsonville 

 Lee Blackstone, Dawsonville 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak against the 

application, and hearing none, closed the hearing. 

Motion made to approve VR 17-01 as presented. Hamby/ 

 

Motion made and passed unanimously to amend the first motion and add the following 

stipulations: Gaines/Hamby 

 

1. Entrance must be moved per the plan from Nix Bridge Rd. to Harmony Church Rd. and 

approved by our engineering staff 

2. Lighting must be low-bleed 

3. Aesthetics must conform to the surrounding areas 

4. Landscaping on Nix Bridge Rd. must shield the building 

5. Outside merchandise excluded 

6. Shopping carts must be shielded within the containment unit 

7. Dumpster must be gated and shielded within the containment unit 

8. Stipulations must meet or exceed current GA 400 Corridor guidelines 

 

Original motion passed unanimously to approve VR 17-01. Hamby/Gaines 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Request to Dispose of Surplus Assets 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the request to dispose of surplus assets. Nix/Hamby 
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Consideration of Revised Dawson County Vehicle Policy  

Motion passed unanimously to approve the revised Dawson County Vehicle Policy with the 

following amendment: 

 

 Remove the paragraph on Page 5 that reads “Possible option for current take-home vehicle 

users due to current agreements: Current take-home vehicle assignments will remain intact 

whether verbal or written. As attrition takes place the County Manager will make 

determinations whether the position will retain a take-home vehicle.” 

 

Nix/Hamby 

 

Consideration of #288-17 Bobcat Compact Excavator IFB Results 

Motion passed unanimously to reject all responses received for #288-17 Bobcat Compact 

Excavator and award a purchase order to Bobcat of Atlanta for a total of $64,876.48 from 

SPLOST VI funds through a Cooperative Agreement with the NJPA, which has been executed. 

Nix/Gaines 

 

Consideration of #287-17 Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Plan Update RFP Results 

Motion passed unanimously to award RFP #287-17 Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Update to the most responsive, responsible bidder, Lux Mitigation and Planning Corp,. from 

Shady Dale, GA; and approve the contract with pricing of $18,000 for the total cost to Dawson 

County for the complete project as submitted. Hamby/Gaines 

 

Consideration of FY2017 Budget Amendment for Salary Study Implementation 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the FY2017 Budget Amendment for Salary Study 

Implementation. Gaines/Hamby 

 

Consideration of LifeLink National Donate Life Month Proclamation 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the LifeLink National Donate Life Month Proclamation 

as presented. Hamby/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Long-Range Planning Committee Members 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the following Long-Range Planning Committee 

Members:  

 Gary Pichon- Chairman 

 Ronnie Adkins 

 Teri Tragresser 

 Jane Graves 

 Hugh Stowers 

 Jo Brewer 

 Tim Costley 

 Mandy Power 

 Dick Scharf 

 

Nix/Hamby 
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Consideration of Board Appointment: 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the following board appointment: 

 Dawson County Planning Commission 

o Penny Pinion- Term: April 2017 to December 2018 

Hamby/Gaines 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Danielle Yarbrough, County Clerk 
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GIS 

 

 

 

 

Building Permits 

and 

Inspections 

 

 

 

 

Business Licenses 

 

 

 

 

Alcohol Licenses 

 

 

 

 

911 Mapping 

 

 

 

 

Animal Control 

  Dawson County 

  Government Center 

  25 Justice Way 

  Suite 2322 

    Dawsonville, GA 30534 

   Phone 706-344-3604 

   Fax 706-531-2721 

 

 

 

 

April 12, 2017 

 

Dawson County Planning Commission  

 

RE: 2017 annual adoption of Dawson County Land Use District Map  

 

 

Dear Planning Commission Members: 

 

From our records, the County adopts the official Dawson County Land Use 

District Map every year and normally this is done in the spring time. 

 

Please see the attached copy of the 2017 Dawson County Land Use District 

Map in a PDF format. We will have a larger hard copy version for your review 

at the meeting if you have questions.  Thank you as always, for your service. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jason Streetman 

 

DAWSON COUNTY 
Planning and Development 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Planning & Development      Work Session: 4/13/17 
 
Prepared By: Ginny Tarver                Voting Session: 4/20/17 
 

Presenter: Jason Streetman              Public Hearing:  Yes ☐    No ☒ 

 
Agenda Item Title: Permit for 4-H Rabies Clinic 
 
Background Information:  

 
 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:    Applicable: ☐    Not Applicable: ☒                    Budgeted:    Yes ☐     No   ☐ 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Staff recommends allowing the Extension Office to use the courthouse parking 

for Rabies Clinic on Saturday, April 22, 2017. 

 
Department Head Authorization:                 Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 04/04/2017 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley              Date: 04/04/2017  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

In past years, the Extension Office has hosted a rabies clinic for the community in the parking lot of 

the courthouse. Pets are never loose on the grounds. Rabies shots are administered while pet stays 

in the vehicle.  

The event will be held on Saturday, 4/22/17. The Extension Office is requesting use of the courthouse 

parking lot from 10am to 1pm. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Pln. & Dev.       Work Session: 04/13/2017 
 
Prepared By: J. Streetman      Voting Session: 04/20/2017 
 
Presenter: J. Streetman      Public Hearing:  Yes x No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Budget amendment for critical personnel- Administrative Assistant 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: x  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No   x 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

    $52,000  

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

 
Department Head Authorization: J. Streetman          Date: 04/04/17 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 4/4/2017 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 04/04/2017       

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The pln. & dev. Dept. saw an increase in revenue of 32%- from $545k in 2015 to $720k in 2016.  

Walk in customer traffic has increased by 41% for Jan-Mar 2016 (653) to Jan-Mar 2017 (922).  

Using the increased 1
st
 qtr. walk in #’s, revenue is expected to also be higher by year end 2017. This 

uptick in revenue and customer traffic has increased permitting, inspections and admin workload. I 

have employees working through lunch, coming in early and staying late, just to get work done.  

I am requesting an administrative assistant to assist in: 

answering the phone, greeting the public, accepting & keying in permits, scheduling inspections, 

ordering supplies, processing & reviewing business and alcohol license to include background 

inspections and processing excise tax. Assisting the planning director in admin support on special 

projects and creating/coordinating the planning commission meetings and BOC agenda items   

I am requesting a budget amendment in the amount of approximately $52,000 which breaks down to 

the lowest salary for an administrative assistant of $32,951.00 + $19,049 for benefits. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Pln. & Dev.       Work Session: 04/13/2017 
 
Prepared By: J. Streetman      Voting Session: 04/20/2017 
 
Presenter: J. Streetman      Public Hearing:  Yes x No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Budget amendment for critical personnel- Building Inspector 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: x  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No   x 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

    $55,800  

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

 
Department Head Authorization: J. Streetman          Date: 04/04/17 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 04/04/2017 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 04/04/2017  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The pln. & dev. Dept. saw an increase in revenue of 32%- from $545k in 2015 to $720k in 2016.  

Walk in customer traffic has increased by 41% for Jan-Mar 2016 (653) to Jan-Mar 2017 (922).  

Using the increased 1
st
 qtr. walk in #’s, revenue is expected to also be higher by year end 2017. This 

uptick in revenue and customer traffic has increased permitting, and inspections. This increase has 

my inspector working through lunch, coming in early and staying late, just to get work done.  

I am requesting an additional building inspector to assist in increased building inspections due to an 

increase in residential & commercial development. The pln. & dev. dept. is in process of reviewing & 

approving new commercial development along with several hundred single family homes & 

apartments. This increase means more inspections than one inspector can do in a day resulting in the 

county marshal doing inspections and putting him behind in code enforcement duties.    

I am requesting a budget amendment in the amount of approximately $55,800 which breaks down to 

the lowest salary for a building inspector of $36,558.00 + $19,242 for benefits. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Board of Commissioners      Work Session: 04/13/17 
 
Prepared By: Danielle Yarbrough               Voting Session: 04/20/17 
 
Presenter: Board of Commissioners    Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Discussion of Annual Compensation for County Clerk Position 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Motion to increase the pay for the County Clerk position from $5,000 a year to 

$10,000 a year. 

 
Department Head Authorization: Board of Commissioners   Date: 04/04/17 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 04/04/2017 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 04/04/2017       

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Historically the County Clerk position has always been a full-time position, but since 2012, it has been 

combined with other full-time positions. 

The recent salary study recommended a salary range of $38,962 to $60,392 for the County Clerk 

position based upon its daily duties. The current pay for the County Clerk position is $5,000 annually. 
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