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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA - THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

6:00 PM 

  

 

A.  ROLL CALL 

 
B.  OPENING PRESENTATIONS 

      Don Brown- Veterans Affairs of Dawson County 
Charlie Auvermann- Development Authority Presentation 

 
C.  INVOCATION 

 
D.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
E.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
F.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the Voting Session held on July 21, 2016 
Minutes of the Special Called Meeting held on July 27, 2016 
Minutes of the Special Called Meeting held on August 11, 2016 

 

G.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
H.  ALCOHOL LICENSE 

 
I.  ZONING 

1. ZA 16-03 - Kapaka Properties, LLC has made a request to rezone 4.869 acres from C-

PCD (Commercial Planned Comprehensive Development) to RMF (Residential Multi-

Family) for a townhouse development. The property is located at TMP 106-055-001.  

J.  PUBLIC HEARING 
1. 2016 Millage Rate and Property Tax (2nd of 3 hearings. First hearing was held on 

August 11, 2016. Next hearing will be held on August 25, 2016) 

K.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
L.  NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consideration of Request for Juvenile Court Budget Increase 
2. Consideration of 2017 VAWA Grant Application 
3. Consideration of Special Event Permit - Bootlegger Triathlon  
4. Board Appointment: 

a. Dawson County Library Board of Trustees 
i. Wendi Bock (Term: July 2016 through June 2020) 

5. Consideration of support for a 5th judgeship in the Northeastern Judicial Circuit 

 
M. PUBLIC COMMENT 
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N. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
O.  ADJOURNMENT 
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Backup material for agenda item: 

 

Minutes of the Voting Session held on July 21, 2016 
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Minutes 07-21-16 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
VOTING SESSION MINUTES – JULY 21, 2016 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE 

6:00PM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Berg; Commissioner Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Swafford, District 2; Commissioner Hamby, District 3; Commissioner Nix, 

District 4; County Attorney Homans; County Manager Dowling; County Clerk Yarbrough and 

interested citizens of Dawson County.  

 

OPENING PRESENTATION:   
Nancy Stites- Dawson County Family Connection 

 

INVOCATION:  Chairman Berg 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Berg 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 Chairman Berg announced that due to lack of business, the work session on July 28 and the 

voting session on August 4, had been cancelled. 

 Chairman Berg also announced that Michele Hester would be retiring soon and thanked her 

for her years of service to the community. 

 Last, Chairman Berg announced that County Manager Randall Dowling had submitted his 

resignation, and in accordance with Section 13 of his contract, had provided a 60 day notice. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the minutes from the Voting Session held on July 7, 2016. 

Nix/Fausett- Commissioner Swafford abstained. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the agenda as written. Swafford/Hamby 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

None 

 

ALCOHOL LICENSE HEARINGS:   
New Alcohol License (Retail Consumption on Premises of Beer, Wine & Distilled Spirits)- 

Brinker Georgia, Inc. D/B/A Chili’s Grill & Bar 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the New Alcohol License (Retail Consumption on 

Premises of Beer, Wine & Distilled Spirits) - Brinker Georgia, Inc. D/B/A Chili’s Grill & Bar. 

Nix/Hamby 

 

Alcohol License Transfer (Retail Package Sale of Beer, Wine & Distilled Spirits) - Dawson 

Liquor D/B/A War Hill Package 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the Alcohol License Transfer (Retail Package Sale of 

Beer, Wine & Distilled Spirits) – Dawson Liquor D/B/A War Hill Package. Hamby/Nix 
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ZONING: 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  
None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of request to add a full-time Appraiser III position 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the request to add a full-time Appraiser III position. 

Fausett/Hamby 

 

Consideration of Bid #280-16 RFP State Route 53 Overlay District Development & Design 

Guidelines 

Motion passed unanimously to award Bid #280-16 RFP State Route 53 Overlay District 

Develpoment & Design Guidelines to the most responsive, responsible bidder, B+C Studios 

from Atlanta, Georgia in the amount of $46,000. Hamby/Swafford 

 

Consideration of Board Appointment:  

1. Dawson County Library Board of Trustees 

a. Mary Tanner- Replacing Angela Harben (Term: July 2016 through June 2020) 

 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the board appointment of Mary Tanner to the Dawson 

County Library Board of Trustees. Nix/Fausett 
 

Consideration of 2016 Millage Rate and Property Tax 

Motion passed 3-1 to move forward with three public hearings on the 2016 Millage Rate and 

Property Tax. Hamby/Nix- Commissioner Swafford voted against the motion. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Jane Graves 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Motion passed unanimously to go into Executive Session. Hamby/Nix 

Motion passed unanimously to come out of Executive Session. Hamby/Nix 

 

Motion passed unanimously to appoint Chief Financial Officer Vickie Neikirk as interim County 

Manager beginning July 22, 2016. Hamby/Nix 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

              

Mike Berg, Chairman                                 Danielle Yarbrough, County Clerk 

5



 

Page 6 of 113 

 

Backup material for agenda item: 

 

Minutes of the Special Called Meeting held on July 27, 2016 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES – JULY 27, 2016 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE 

6:00PM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Berg; Commissioner Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Swafford, District 2; Commissioner Hamby, District 3; Commissioner Nix, 

District 4; County Attorney Homans; Interim County Manager Vickie Neikirk; County Clerk 

Yarbrough and interested citizens of Dawson County.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the agenda as written. Nix/Fausett 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

County Government Management Positions 

Motion passed unanimously to appoint Bill Tanner as Interim County Manager effective July 28, 

2016. Hamby/Nix 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Mike Berg, Chairman                                 Danielle Yarbrough, County Clerk 
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Minutes of the Special Called Meeting held on August 11, 2016 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 11, 2016 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE 

4:00PM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Berg; Commissioner Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Swafford, District 2; Commissioner Hamby, District 3; Commissioner Nix, 

District 4; County Attorney Homans; Interim County Manager William D. Tanner; County Clerk 

Yarbrough and interested citizens of Dawson County.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the agenda with the following additions: 

 

 Consideration of FY2017 K9 Grant Application 

 Consideration of Family Connection DBHDD Grant 

 Consideration of Special Event Permit – Revenuers Run 5K/10K 

 

Nix/Swafford 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

2016 Millage Rate and Property Tax (1st of 3 hearings. Next hearings will be held on August 18, 

2016 and August 25, 2016) 

 

Chairman Berg opened the hearing and asked if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the 2016 Millage Rate and Property Tax. 

 

The following spoke in opposition of rolling back the millage rate: 

 

 Charlie Tarver, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 

The following spoke in favor of rolling back the millage rate: 

 

 Hugh Stowers, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Weldon Sheriff, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 

Chairman Berg asked if there was anyone else wishing to be heard, and hearing none, closed the 

hearing. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of FY2017 K9 Grant Application 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the FY2017 K9 Grant Application. Swafford/Fausett 

 

Consideration of Family Connection DBHDD Grant 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the Family Connection DBHDD Grant. Hamby/Nix 
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Consideration of Special Event Permit – Revenuers Run 5K/10K 

Motion passed unanimously to approve the Special Event Permit – Revenuers Run 5K/10K. 

Nix/Fausett 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Motion passed unanimously to go into Executive Session. Hamby/Nix 

Motion passed to come out of Executive Session. Hamby/Nix 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Mike Berg, Chairman                                 Danielle Yarbrough, County Clerk 

10



 

Page 11 of 113 

 

Backup material for agenda item: 

 

1. ZA 16-03 - Kapaka Properties, LLC has made a request to rezone 4.869 acres from C-

PCD (Commercial Planned Comprehensive Development) to RMF (Residential Multi-

Family) for a townhouse development. The property is located at TMP 106-055-001.  
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: JULY 11, 2016 
 
TO:  DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
FROM: RACHEL BURTON, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
MEETING: JULY 19, 2016 @ 6:00 P.M. – DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, ASSEMBLY 

ROOM 2303 
 
 
CASE #:     ZA 16-03 
 
APPLICANT: Kapaka Properties, LLC 
 
STATUS OF APPLICANT:   Option to purchase 
 
SITE LOCATION: Dawson Forest Road & Riley Place Drive (TMP 106-055-001) 
 
COMMISSION POST:   4 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: C-PCD (Commercial Planned Comprehensive Development) to RMF 

(Residential Multi-Family) 
 
PROPOSED USES: Planned Residential Community  
 
SURROUNDING ZONING 
DISTRICTS: North –C-PCD (Commercial Planned Comprehensive Development) & 

RMF (Residential Multi-Family) 
South – C-HB (Commercial Highway Business) 
East – C-PCD (Commercial Planned Comprehensive Development) & 
RSRMM (Residential Sub-Rural Manufactured/Moved) 
West – VCR (Vacation Cottage Restricted) 
 

SURROUNDING LAND USES: North – Vacant Property 
South –Commercial Auto Salvage Property 
East –Residential Property 
West – Residential Property 

       
FLUP CLASSIFICATION: Planned Residential Community 
 
SUBJECT PROPERTY 
HISTORY: ZA 99-37 – rezoned from RA to C-PCD approved with stipulations 
 
ACCESS: Dawson Forest Road 
 
ANALYSIS AND COMMENTS:   
The subject property consists of approximately 4.869 acres (TMP 106-055-001).  The subject property is currently zoned 
C-PCD.  Adjacent properties are vacation cottage restricted, residential sub-rural manufactured/moved, C-PCD 
(townhome community) and commercial highway business.   
 
The 2033 Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map recommends the property be Planned Residential Community.  40



 
The applicant has notified Dawson County in the letter of intent that he intends to rezone to Residential Multi-Family and 
develop 35 townhouse lots and be consistent with the neighboring Riley Place townhouse development.  
 
The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
The adjacent properties surrounding the subject property are zoned C-HB, C-PCD, RMF, RSRMM and VCR with 
vacant and occupied residential property.  
 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use classification. 
The Future Land Use Plan (FLUP) currently recognizes Planned Residential Community for the subject property.  
The proposed rezoning does align with the FLUP as it is a less intense proposed residential development. 
 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the health, safety, morals, 
or general welfare of the public. 
The rezoning would be in keeping with the welfare of the community and promote the health, safety, morals and 
general welfare of the public interest.   
 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the individual property owner. 
The area would be developed residential consistent with the existing townhouse development since the economy 
has not been supportive of the proposed commercial component of the C-PCD zoning district. 
 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 
The subject property is suitable for the proposed Residential Multi-Family zoning district. 
 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, considered in the context 
of land development in the area in the vicinity of the property. 
The subject property has been vacant since approved for C-PCD rezoning in 1999. 
   

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special hardships, incurred by the 
applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 
The proposed development is suitable for the proposed rezoning to Residential Multi-Family. 
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Photographs of the subject property: 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
          
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Existing Mallory Drive on subject property.
   

Zoning Sign on Subject Property 

View looking east along Dawson Forest Road. 

Existing trees on site looking west of Mallory Drive. Existing vegetation on site, west side of Mallory Drive. 
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Pertinent County Departments have provided the following comments regarding the proposed development:   

 
a) Engineering Department – High traffic flow, good site distance in both East and West direction; future full 

depth reclamation and repaving of Dawson Forest Road. 
 

b) Environmental Health Department – No comments necessary. 
 

c) Emergency Services – No comments necessary. 
 

d) Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – Project has been sitting for a few years and water mains out of compliance 
must be brought up to code.  Extensions/additional water mains may be required.  Additional comments are 
pending first plan submittal. 

 
e) Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments necessary. 

 
f) Board of Education – The school system will add teaching staff when necessary due to growth in the 

community. 
 

g) Georgia Department of Transportation – No comments necessary. 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff has reviewed the application for rezoning from C-PCD to RMF.  Based on the information provided and the 
surrounding uses staff recommends APPROVAL of the rezoning request as applied.  The current Future Land Use Plan 
does align with the proposed RMF zoning request. 
 
cc: Dawson County Board of Commissioners 

Randy Dowling, County Manager 
Joey Homans, County Attorney 
Danielle Yarborough, County Clerk 
 

Attachments:  Maps 

 

Adjacent property that has 8 units per building as 
applicant has requested in variance VR 16-14. 

Adjacent property side setback for townhouse. 

Adjacent property front setback for townhouse. 

43



 
44



 
45



 
 46



 

Page 47 of 113 

 

Backup material for agenda item: 

 

1. 2016 Millage Rate and Property Tax (2nd of 3 hearings. First hearing was held on 

August 11, 2016. Next hearing will be held on August 25, 2016) 
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NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

The Dawson County Board of Commissioners has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require 
an increase in property taxes by 4.32 percent. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room at the Dawson County Courthouse/Administration Building located at    
25 Justice Way, Dawsonville, Georgia on August 11, 2016 at 4:00 pm. 

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase will be held in the Commissioners 
Meeting Room at the Dawson County Courthouse/Administration Building located at 25 Justice Way, 
Dawsonville, Georgia on August 18, 2016 at 6:00 pm, and August 25, 2016 at  4:00 pm. 

The tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.138 mills, an increase of 0.337 mills. Without this 
tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.801 mills. The proposed tax increase for a 
home with a fair market value of $250,000 is approximately $33.70 and the proposed tax increase for 
non-homestead property with a fair market value of $200,000 is approximately $26.96.  
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1. Consideration of Request for Juvenile Court Budget Increase 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Juvenile Court     Work Session: 08/11/2016 
 
Prepared By: Natalie Johnson                Voting Session: 08/18/2016 
 
Presenter: Judge Lindsay Burton    Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Request for Additional Funding for Increased Attorney Fees 
  
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: x  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No   x 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Remaining Requested 

100 2600 
 

521201 $18,221 $18,221 $0 $15,000 

 
100 2600 521202 $9,509 $9,509 $0 $8,000 

 
100 2600 521303 $3,646 $3,646 $0 $1,200 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Move to increase the Juvenile Court budget for Indigent Defense – Child by 

$15,000, Indigent Defense – Parent by $8,000 and Technical – Court Reporter by $1,200 

 
Department Head Authorization:                 Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 8/4/16 

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Judge Burton requested and was approved in December 2015 for additional funding for payment of 

attorneys who represent parents and children in Juvenile Court dependency and termination of 

parental rights cases. These expenses are related to a State unfunded mandate effective in 2014. 

The number and length of cases varies and is very unpredictable so the requests were based on best 

estimates. 

All funds from both Indigent Defense – Child & Parent have been expensed to pay attorney invoices. 

In addition, all funds have also been moved from Technical – Court Reporter to cover current attorney 

invoices that needed to be paid prior to this request. At this time there are no additional funds within 

Juvenile Court’s budget that can be moved to cover attorney fees through the end of 2016. 

Recommend moving $11,754 from Professional Services Contingency (would leave $0 balance) & 

$12,446 from General Contingencies (would leave a balance of $3,075) 
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2. Consideration of 2017 VAWA Grant Application 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Sheriff’s Office       Work Session: 08/11/16 
 
Prepared By: Finance                 Voting Session: 08/18/16 
 
Presenter: Ray Goodie      Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of FY 2017 VAWA Grant Application 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: X  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  X    No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

100 
 

9000 611000 $52,785  $13,196 
Match 

$39,589 
Federal 

 

Recommendation/Motion: Motion to approve the FY 2017 VAWA grant application and allow Chairman to 

sign grant award contract if awarded. 

 
Department Head Authorization:                 Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 8/4/16 

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

This is a recurring grant from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council and is used to fund the 

VAWA Investigator’s salary and benefits. 

The grant period is January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017. The application deadline is 

September 1, 2016. The grant is 75% Federal dollars and requires a 25% local match (as it has in 

years past). We have consistently been awarded $39,589 federal dollars and are required a $13,196 

match. We will budget for this match during the FY 2017 budget process. 
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Backup material for agenda item: 

 

3. Consideration of Special Event Permit - Bootlegger Triathlon  
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Planning & Development                Work Session: 7/28/2016 
 
Prepared By: Rachel Burton                 Voting Session: 8/4/2016 
 
Presenter:                   Public Hearing:  Yes X No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Special Event Permit:  Bootlegger Triathlon 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: X   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Director Burton recommends approval of the permit pending comments from 

GDOT.  The required insurance certificate will be submitted and permit fee will be paid upon permit 

release as has been done in the past. 

 
Department Head Authorization: Rachel Burton          Date: 7/20/2016 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk              Date: 8/4/16 

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Five Star NTP has had numerous races in the last several years approved by the Board of 

Commissioners. 

The Bootlegger Triathlon will take place on September 11, 2016 from 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM.  The race 

will begin and end at Veterans Park.  Participants will follow rules of the road.  Staff is awaiting 

comments from GDOT and will submit upon receipt. 

Application is attached. 
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5. Consideration of support for a 5th judgeship in the Northeastern Judicial Circuit 
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