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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2022 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

TO IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

   

A.  ROLL CALL 

B.  INVOCATION 

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

D.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

E.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Minutes of the Work Session held on May 19, 2022 

2. Minutes of the Voting Session held on May 19, 2022 

F.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

G.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

H.  ALCOHOL LICENSE 
1. New Alcohol License (Retail Package Sale of Beer and Wine) - Omsai Silver City Inc. d/b/a Silver 

City Chevron 

I.  ZONING 
1. ZA 22-13 - Dawson County requests to rezone TMP L13-081 and 114-033 from CHB (Commercial 

Highway Business) and RA (Residential Agriculture) to RMF (Residential Multi-Family) and RS3 

(Residential Suburban 3) for the purpose of developing 55 units of multi-family and 84 units of 

single-family residential. 

J.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration to Move Forward to a Public Hearing for an Ambulance Billing Policy Update 

2. Consideration of Board Appointments:      

     a. Department of Family and Children Services           

          i. Randy Harkness- replacing Jennifer Wright (Term: June 2022 through March 2025)      

     b. Georgia Mountains Regional Commission (Private Sector Appointee)           

          i. Kevin Herrit- appointment (Term: July 2022 through June 2023) 

     c.  Long Range Planning Committee           

          i. Jim Braley- replacing Dick Scharf 

3. Consideration of Annexation C2200170 

K.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

L.  ADJOURNMENT  

*An Executive Session may follow the Voting Session meeting. 

 

 
Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – MAY 19, 2022 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; Commissioner 

Emory Dooley, District 4; County Manager David Headley; County Attorney Angela Davis; 

County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Presentation of Ambulance Billing Policy Update- Emergency Services Director Danny 

Thompson 

This item will be placed on the June 2, 2022, Voting Session Agenda for consideration 

to move forward to a public hearing. 

 

2. Presentation of Board Appointments: 

a. Department of Family and Children Services 

i. Randy Harkness- replacing Jennifer Wright (Term: June 2022 through 

March 2025) 

b. Georgia Mountains Regional Commission (Private Sector Appointee) 
                  i. Kevin Herrit- appointment (Term: July 2022 through June 2023) 

c.    Long Range Planning Committee 

        i. Jim Braley- replacing Dick Scharf 

 This item will be placed on the June 2, 2022, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

3. County Manager Report 

This item was for information only. 
 

4. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney Davis had no information to report. 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – MAY 19, 2022 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, 

District 1; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; 

Commissioner Emory Dooley, District 4; County Manager David Headley; County Attorney 

Angela Davis; County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County.  
 

INVOCATION: Chairman Thurmond 

        

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Commissioner Gaines announced that May 24, 2022, is the General Primary Election and 

encouraged everyone to vote. 

 

Chairman Thurmond announced that an Amicalola Falls State Park Visitor Center 

groundbreaking ceremony would be held May 27, 2022.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on May 5, 2022. 

Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on May 5, 2022. 

Dooley/Fausett 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda as presented. Satterfield/Fausett 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

ZONINGS: 

Chairman Thurmond announced that if anyone contributed more than $250 to the commissioners 

or chairman in the past two years and wished to speak they would have to fill out a disclosure 

form, which would be made available to them. Under normal program, 10 minutes is given to 

those who wish to speak in favor of or opposition to with some redirect, time permitting. 

 

ZA 21-18 - Benjamin Smith requests to rezone TMP 102-040 from RSR (Residential Sub-Rural) 

to RA (Residential Agriculture).  

SU 21-05 - Benjamin Smith requests a Special Use permit of 102-040 for a temporary 

saw mill in a RA (Residential Agriculture)-zoned parcel. 

Planning & Development Director Sharon Farrell said, “This is a down zoning for the 

applicant…and he wishes to do some timbering to build an accessory structure and…eventually 
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build his home.” The Planning Commission recommended approval of the application with 

stipulations. 

 

The applicant was not present. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve ZA 21-18. Fausett/Dooley 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dooley and seconded by Commissioner Satterfield to 

approve SU 21-05. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dooley and seconded by Commissioner Satterfield to 

amend the original motion to include the following stipulations:  

1. Sawmill shall not interfere with the quiet use and enjoyment of the outside environment 

of neighboring property owners; operational hours shall be between the hours of 8 a.m. 

and 8 p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday; 

2. Sawmill shall not be operated for more than four hours on Saturday and Sunday; 

3. Sawmill shall not be operated after dark; and 

4. Lumber produced by the sawmill shall not be used for structural materials in the 

construction of the applicant’s single-family residence but may be used as hardwood 

flooring or other decorative elements.  

 

The amended motion passed 4-0. 

 

The original motion passed 4-0. 

 

ZA 22-04 - Fox Creek Properties Inc. requests to rezone TMP 112-109, 104-065, 112-019, 

112-013, 113-057-002 and 112-018 from RA (Residential Agriculture), RPC (Residential 

Planned Community), CHB (Commercial Highway Business), CPCD (Commercial Planned 

Community Development) and COI (Commercial Office Institution) to Mixed Use Village 

for the purpose of developing single-family, multi-family, retail/commercial/office, and light 

industrial uses (Georgia 400 and Lumpkin Campground Road). 

Planning & Development Director Sharon Farrell said her department has been working with the 

applicant. “For several months, he’s been working with the neighbors, he’s been editing 

the…book as we’ve gone along, but there is still some work to be done to get to the point of the 

master plan. You have the large concept plan, which is very detailed for a concept plan, but like I 

said, we still have a little bit more work to do with the master plan, which is the second step in 

the process.” Farrell presented several PowerPoint slides, noting that the property is part of the 

Georgia 400 Corridor. “…The Georgia 400 is where we should be directing all our commercial, 

industrial and quasi-civic uses as well as some residential, so as far as the warehouse, multi-

family within the mixed-use village, it’s in the appropriate location,” she said. Farrell also noted 

that a proposed condition is that approximately 200 acres remain forever in open space.” Farrell 

read aloud proposed stipulations. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the 

application. 
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Bill Evans Jr., president of applicant Fox Creek Properties, said, “Between the Planning 

Commission and this commission, we started doing our engineering on this project and we may 

have made a mistake earlier, asking people what they wanted and we tried to incorporate 

everything we possibly could into it, and when we actually came up with the number, we decided 

we had overstepped our ability. We can do everything we said we could do; we just can’t do it 

when we said.” Evans added, “We would like to go on and build the commercial at the same 

time we build the residential but, after looking at the numbers, it just doesn’t work. … So, we 

can do the residential, we can do the industrial, but there just isn’t a market for the commercial 

right now.” Evans requested a 60-day postponement to “try to come up with some better 

figures.” 

 

Jim Bowersox, representing Fox Creek Properties, presented a PowerPoint presentation 

highlighting the proposed project. “…The location of the project is 518 acres. It’s located at the 

corner of 400 and Lumpkin Campground and bordered by Grant Road on the northern side and 

the Etowah River on the western side,” he said. “…The purpose of this project is to bring to the 

county a viable mixed-use project that will bring some of the disciplines that are missing in the 

county…” 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application. 

 

The following spoke in favor of the application: 

 

 Bette Holland, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Gregg Zubay, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Brian Trapnell, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Carroll Turner, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Michael Cochran, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Tony Passarello, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 

The following spoke in opposition of the application: 

 

 Bruce Duncil, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Deanna Dickinson, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Jessica Scott, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Karen Brennan, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Alexa Bruce, Dawsonville, Georgia (said she was neither for nor against) 

 Beth Martin, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Phil Torre, Dawsonville, Georgia (said he was neither for nor against) 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the 

application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

Motion passed 4-0 to table ZA 22-04 for approximately 60 days (until July 21, 2022) at the 

applicant’s request. Gaines/Fausett 
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ZA 22-10 - George & Phyllis Robinson request to rezone TMP 088-001 and 087-004 from RSR 

(Residential Sub-Rural) to RA (Residential Agriculture) for the purpose of down zoning the 

parcel for agricultural purposes. 

Planning & Development Director Sharon Farrell said the applicants have more than 15 acres 

that “they’re combining and they will do a minor plat to combine them, and they are seeking this 

change to expand existing farm activities.” Farrell said the Planning Commission recommended 

approval of the application. 

 

Applicant George Robinson said, “My wife, Phyllis, and I reside at 1115 Dawson Forest Road 

West. We immediately abut the Dawson Forest Wildlife Management area. We bought 3 plots, 

actually only 2 are in question here, with the intent of having our home and homes for both of 

our sons and their wives on the property. In rezoning to RA, we are running a small farm-to-table 

type business - right now growing micro-greens for sale at farmer’s markets and such. This is all 

indoor, vertical farm[ing] right at this time. We want to go to the RA [zoning] because it gives a 

little more flexibility in our sales. The way we’re currently zoned, we can only sell from the end 

of our driveway – nobody can come onto our property for it, and [this] would allow us more 

flexibility to what we can grow and sell at the markets or from the property.” 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve ZA 22-10. Fausett/Satterfield 

 

ZA 22-11 - Tyler Burt requests to rezone 2 acres of TMP 068-014 from RA (Residential 

Agriculture) to RSRMM (Residential Sub-Rural Manufactured Moved) for the purpose of 

subdividing the parcel to RSRMM standards. 

Planning & Development Director Sharon Farrell said the property is more than 9 acres, “but the 

applicant just needs to rezone 2 acres because basically 2 acres is what he needs to create for 

residential manufactured home. It is somewhat consistent with our comprehensive plan. She said 

the Planning Commission recommended approval of the application. 

 

 

Applicant Tyler Burt said, “…It’s old family land that’s being passed down to me. My aunt’s the 

current owner of the property. She’s keeping 2 acres and her little house there, and I plan on 

putting a house on the existing 7 and a quarter [acres].” 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve ZA 22-11. Gaines/Dooley 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Request for FY 2023 Capital Funds for Georgia Department of Transportation 

Bus Lease 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Request for FY 2023 Capital Funds for a Georgia Department of 

Transportation Bus Lease; $6,458 will come from General Fund’s fund balance. 

Satterfield/Fausett 
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Consideration of FY 2023 Legacy Link Contract for Nutrition Program Services 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a FY 2023 Legacy Link Contract for Nutrition Program Services. 

Fausett/Gaines 

 
Consideration of Insurance Renewal Options (Medical, Dental and Vision) for 2022-2023 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the county to move forward with transitioning from Cigna to 

Humana for 2022-2023 employee health insurance; to maintain the current employee match of 

80/20, take the premium holiday full amount ($333,723) and apply $187,268.40 to cover the 

employer impact (to maintain employee deductibles at the current rate), and bank $146,454.60 

into a designated account for next year’s renewal; and for the county to remain with 

Rightway/telemedicine and all other current benefit providers. Gaines/Dooley 

 

Consideration of A&E Services - War Hill Park Master Plan and Environmental Assessment 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve A&E Services - War Hill Park Master Plan and Environmental 

Assessment; $124,300 will come from General Fund’s fund balance. Fausett/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Board Appointments: 

 Library Board 
o Tom Harter- reappointment (Term: July 2022 through June 2026) 

o Kathryn Reagan-Smith- reappointment (Term: July 2022 through June 2026) 

o Fred Meyer- replacing Don Cargill (Term: July 2022 through June 2024) 

Motion passed 4-0 to reappoint Tom Harter and Kathryn Reagan-Smith to the Library Board for 

terms of July 2022 through June 2026 and to appoint Fred Meyer to the Library Board for a term 

of July 2022 through June 2024. Dooley/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Annexation C2200161 

This item was for information only; no action necessary. 

 

Consideration of Annexation C2200162 

This item was for information only; no action necessary. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:              ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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Dawson County 
Rezoning Application

(AMENDMENT TO DISTRICT MAP)

APPLICANT INFORMATION (or Authorized Representative)

If applicant is other than owner, the Property Owner Authorization form must be completed. 

Printed Name: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (Listed/Unlisted): _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email (Business/Personal): ______________________________________________________________________ 

Status: [   ] Owner  [   ] Authorized Agent  [   ] Lessee  [   ] Option to purchase

I have           / have not         participated in a Pre-application meeting with Planning Staff.

If not, I agree         /disagree        to schedule a meeting the week following the submittal deadline. 

Meeting Date: _________________________  Applicant Signature: __________________________________

REQUESTED ACTION & DETAILS OF PROPOSED USE

[   ] Rezoning to: ___________________ [   ] Special Use Permit for: _________________________________

Proposed Use: ________________________________________________________________________________

Existing Utilities:   [   ] Water     [   ] Sewer     [   ] Gas     [   ] Electric     

Proposed Utilities: [   ] Water     [   ] Sewer     [   ] Gas     [   ] Electric     

RESIDENTIAL

No. of Lots: _________________   Minimum Lot Size: _________________ (acres)  No. of Units: __________ 

Minimum Heated Floor Area: __________________ sq. ft.  Density/Acre: ____________________________

Type:        Apartments         Condominiums            Townhomes           Single-family            Other  

Is an Amenity Area proposed: ______________; if yes, what? ______________________________________

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

Building area: _________________________________  No. of Parking Spaces: _________________________

FOR STAFF USE ONLY
DATE & TIME STAMP

1

Dawson County Board of Commissioners

          25 Justice Way, Dawsonville GA

n/a

RMF & RS-3

Townhouses and Single Family detached homes.

139 see 5/3/22 plan

2.33 

Yes Event Lawn/park

-0- -0-

✔ ✔ ✔
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1. There shall be a maximum of 139 total lots. 
2. There shall be a minimum of 23 acres of open space. 
3. The Property shall be developed in substantial compliance with the concept plan attached 

as “Exhibit A” 
4. Construction on site will be creatively arranged so as the total average gross density does 

not exceed 2.3 units per acre.  
5. Owner shall dedicate a 15 foot right of way along Elliott Road 
6. A 50-foot buffer along Elliot Road shall be graded and replanted to include a 6-foot berm 

along Elliott Road. 
7. A single emergency access shall be required along Elliott Road, which shall be gated, 

grassed, load bearing, and approved for emergency vehicles. 
8. An undisturbed natural vegetative buffer shall be maintained for 50 feet, measured 

horizontally, on both banks of state waters as measured from the top of the bank except 
for perpendicular road and utility crossings as shown on Exhibit “A”. 

9. An additional setback shall be maintained for 25 feet, measured horizontally, beyond the 
undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, wherein all impervious cover shall be prohibited, 
except for stormwater management facilities. 

10. A 50-foot undisturbed buffer shall be maintained along the northern boundary 
11. A 25-foot graded and replanted buffer shall be maintained along the northern and eastern 

boundary of the “dollar general” parcel, Parcel L13-081-001. 
12. A 50-foot graded and replanted buffer shall be maintained along the subject property’s 

western boundary with the Foley Family parcel, Parcel 114-033-002. 
13. A common mailbox area shall be provided and must include a roofed area to provide 

shelter to patrons from the elements and provide a fixed trashcan or recycling bin within 
the covered area. 

14. Townhomes shall have a minimum heated (conditioned) area of 1000 square feet. 
15. The plans are subject to review by Georgia Department of Transportation (SR53 -ROW) 
16. The plans are subject to review by the Georgia Mountains Regional Center (DRI 

threshold). 
17. Single Family Attached Wall Finishes shall, at a minimum be constructed with accents of 

brick or stone on front facades and the balance of the homes may be the same or fiber 
cement siding.  
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION – TRACT 1 

A parcel of land lying in Land Lots 316 and 341 of the 13th District, 1st Section, Dawson County, Georgia 
and being more particularly described as follows: 

Begin at a found 1/2” rebar at the intersection of the line common to Land Lots 316 and 341 and the 
easterly right-of-way of Couch Road (Private Drive); thence leaving said right-of-way, run South 88 
Degrees 10 Minutes 37 Seconds East for a distance of 206.98 feet to a set 1/2” rebar; thence run South 
89 Degrees 03 Minutes 22 Seconds East for a distance of 337.50 feet to a found 1/2” open top pipe; 
thence run South 88 Degrees 58 Minutes 27 Seconds East for a distance of 335.58 feet to a point; thence 
run South 26 Degrees 13 Minutes 33 Seconds East for a distance of 378.11 feet to a point; thence run 
South 49 Degrees 24 Minutes 10 Seconds East for a distance of 211.91 feet to a point lying in the 
centerline of a creek, said point being witnessed by a found 1/2” rebar being 17.25’ southwest and on 
line with the following call; thence leaving the centerline of said creek, run South 01 Degrees 16 Minutes 
37 Seconds West for a distance of 460.44 feet to a point; thence run South 74 Degrees 37 Minutes 20 
Seconds West for a distance of 106.59 feet to a set 1/2” rebar; thence run South 82 Degrees 57 Minutes 
40 Seconds West for a distance of 174.33 feet to a found 1/2” rebar; thence run North 85 Degrees 22 
Minutes 54 Seconds West for a distance of 265.47 feet to a point; thence run North 01 Degrees 17 
Minutes 20 Seconds West for a distance of 283.41 feet to a found 1/2” rebar; thence run North 01 
Degrees 17 Minutes 20 Seconds West for a distance of 300.00 feet to a set nail; thence run South 88 
Degrees 42 Minutes 40 Seconds West for a distance of 635.15 feet to a set nail lying on the easterly 
right-of-way of Dawsonville Highway (variable right-of-way), said point lying on a curve to the left, said 
curve having a radius of 1,453.65 feet, a central angle of 01 Degrees 11 Minutes 14 Seconds, a chord 
bearing of North 06 Degrees 20 Minutes 31 Seconds West, and an chord length of 30.12 feet; thence run 
along the arc of said curve and said right-of-way for a distance of 30.12 feet to a set nail; thence leaving 
said right-of-way, run North 88 Degrees 42 Minutes 40 Seconds East for a distance of 358.49 feet to a 
set 1/2” rebar; thence run North 01 Degrees 18 Minutes 26 Seconds West for a distance of 178.26 feet 
to a set 1/2” rebar; thence run South 88 Degrees 41 Minutes 05 Seconds West for a distance of 387.59 
feet to a found nail lying on the easterly right-of-way of the aforementioned Dawsonville Highway, said 
point lying on the curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 1,452.84 feet, a central angle of 06 
Degrees 50 Minutes 29 Seconds, a chord bearing of North 17 Degrees 37 Minutes 08 Seconds West and 
a chord length of 173.37 feet; thence run along the arc of said curve and said right-of-way for a distance 
of 173.47 feet to a point lying at the intersection between said right-of-way, and the easterly right-of-
way of the aforementioned Couch Road; thence leaving said right-of-way of Dawsonville Highway, run 
North 36 Degrees 16 Minutes 38 Seconds East along said right-of-way of Couch Road for a distance of 
66.53 feet to a point; thence run North 18 Degrees 56 Minutes 27 Seconds East along said right-of-way 
for a distance of 45.15 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  

Said parcel contains 700,129 square feet, or 16.073 acres. 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION – TRACT 2 

A parcel of land lying in Land Lots 317, 318, 339, 340, and 341 of the 13th District, 1st Section, Dawson 
County, Georgia and being more particularly described as follows: 

Begin at a found 1/2” rebar at the intersection of the line common to Land Lots 316 and 341 and the 
easterly right-of-way of Couch Road (Private Drive); thence leaving said right-of-way, run South 88 
Degrees 10 Minutes 37 Seconds East for a distance of 206.98 feet to a set 1/2” rebar; thence run South 
89 Degrees 03 Minutes 22 Seconds East for a distance of 337.50 feet to a found 1/2” open top pipe; 
thence run South 88 Degrees 58 Minutes 27 Seconds East for a distance of 335.58 feet to a point, said 
point being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel herein described; thence run South 88 Degrees 58 
Minutes 27 Seconds East for a distance of 579.27 feet to a set 1/2” rebar; thence run North 00 Degrees 
13 Minutes 32 Seconds East for a distance of 165.34 feet to a set 1/2” rebar lying on the edge of a 
terrace; thence run along the edge of the terrace the following courses and distances: 

South 57 Degrees 37 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a distance of 39.90 feet to a point; 
South 63 Degrees 08 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a distance of 62.00 feet to a point; 
South 75 Degrees 49 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a distance of 100.00 feet to a point; 
South 79 Degrees 22 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a distance of 196.10 feet to a point; 
South 71 Degrees 25 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a distance of 83.80 feet to a point; 
South 65 Degrees 27 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a distance of 117.80 feet to a point; 
North 77 Degrees 08 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 25.00 feet to a point; 
North 48 Degrees 18 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 20.80 feet to a point; 
North 21 Degrees 38 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 144.00 feet to a point; 
North 38 Degrees 06 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 32.50 feet to a point; 
North 43 Degrees 16 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 121.50 feet to a point; 
North 48 Degrees 41 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 126.50 feet to a point; 
North 54 Degrees 56 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 38.00 feet to a point; 
North 33 Degrees 57 Minutes 21 Seconds East for a distance of 44.90 feet to set 1/2” rebar lying on the 
westerly right-of-way of Elliot Road (variable right-of-way); thence leaving said terrace, run along said 
right-of-way the following courses and distances: 

South 73 Degrees 03 Minutes 10 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 101.12 feet to a 
point; 
South 68 Degrees 39 Minutes 24 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 53.10 feet to a 
point; 
South 56 Degrees 21 Minutes 59 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 51.76 feet to a 
point; 
South 49 Degrees 33 Minutes 29 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 131.80 feet to a 
point; 
South 47 Degrees 36 Minutes 49 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 112.88 feet to a 
point; 
South 43 Degrees 15 Minutes 13 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 82.37 feet to a 
point; 
South 37 Degrees 34 Minutes 32 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 45.77 feet to a 
point; 
South 29 Degrees 34 Minutes 34 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 321.92 feet to a 
point; 
South 32 Degrees 50 Minutes 59 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 54.50 feet to a 
point; 

45



LEGAL DESCRIPTION – TRACT 2 

South 37 Degrees 50 Minutes 24 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 40.39 feet to a 
point; 
South 43 Degrees 00 Minutes 07 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 30.02 feet to a 
point; 
South 49 Degrees 16 Minutes 22 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 71.54 feet to a 
point; 
South 54 Degrees 16 Minutes 12 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 68.81 feet to a 
point; 
South 60 Degrees 51 Minutes 58 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 98.77 feet to a 
point; 
South 67 Degrees 03 Minutes 10 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 84.09 feet to a 
point; 
South 70 Degrees 38 Minutes 50 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 86.32 feet to a 
point; 
South 63 Degrees 28 Minutes 38 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 68.16 feet to a 
point; 
South 54 Degrees 29 Minutes 00 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 50.35 feet to a 
point; 
South 47 Degrees 28 Minutes 59 Seconds East along said right-of-way for a distance of 80.94 feet to a 
found 1/2” open top pipe; thence leaving said right-of-way, run South 88 Degrees 23 Minutes 17 
Seconds West for a distance of 991.75 feet to a point; thence run South 03 Degrees 06 Minutes 35 
Seconds West for a distance of 418.00 feet to a point, said point being the beginning of a Tie Line (Point 
A) and lying in the centerline of a creek; thence run along the centerline of said creek for a distance of 
1,723.00 feet ± to a point (Point B), said point being the end of the aforementioned Tie Line between 
Point A and Point B, said Tie Line having a bearing of North 67 Degrees 11 Minutes 12 Seconds West and 
a distance of 1,445.77 feet; thence leaving said Tie Line and the centerline of said creek, thence run 
North 67 Degrees 11 Minutes 12 Seconds West for a distance of 1,445.77 feet to a point; thence run 
North 49 Degrees 24 Minutes 10 Seconds West for a distance of 211.91 feet to a point; thence run North 
26 Degrees 08 Minutes 07 Seconds East for a distance of 438.02 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Said parcel contains 1,891,580 square feet, or 43.425 acres. 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

1. There shall be a maximum of 139 total lots. 

2. There shall be a minimum of 23 acres of open space. 

3. The Property shall be developed in substantial compliance with the concept plan attached 

as “Exhibit A” 

4. Construction on site will be creatively arranged so as the total average gross density does 

not exceed 2.3 units per acre.  

5. Owner shall dedicate a 15 foot right of way along Elliott Road 

6. A 50-foot buffer along Elliot Road shall be graded and replanted to include a 6-foot berm 

along Elliott Road. 

7. A single emergency access shall be required along Elliott Road, which shall be gated, 

grassed, load bearing, and approved for emergency vehicles. 

8. An undisturbed natural vegetative buffer shall be maintained for 50 feet, measured 

horizontally, on both banks of state waters as measured from the top of the bank except 

for perpendicular road and utility crossings as shown on Exhibit “A”. 

9. An additional setback shall be maintained for 25 feet, measured horizontally, beyond the 

undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, wherein all impervious cover shall be prohibited, 

except for stormwater management facilities. 

10. A 50-foot undisturbed buffer shall be maintained along the northern boundary 

11. A 25-foot graded and replanted buffer shall be maintained along the northern and eastern 

boundary of the “dollar general” parcel, Parcel L13-081-001. 

12. A 50-foot graded and replanted buffer shall be maintained along the subject property’s 

western boundary with the Foley Family parcel, Parcel 114-033-002. 

13. A common mailbox area shall be provided and must include a roofed area to provide 

shelter to patrons from the elements and provide a fixed trashcan or recycling bin within 

the covered area. 

14. Townhomes shall have a minimum heated (conditioned) area of 1000 square feet. 

15. The plans are subject to review by Georgia Department of Transportation (SR53 -ROW) 

16. The plans are subject to review by the Georgia Mountains Regional Center (DRI 

threshold). 

17. Single Family Attached Wall Finishes shall, at a minimum be constructed with accents of 

brick or stone on front facades and the balance of the homes may be the same or fiber 

cement siding.  

17.18. A graded and replanted buffer of fifty feet (50’) in width shall be installed on the 

subject property along its common boundary line with Tax Parcel L13-088 (currently 

owned by Stanley Denard). 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Emergency Services             Work Session: 5.19.22 
 
Prepared By: Danny Thompson                                       Voting Session: 6.2.22 
 
Presenter: Danny Thompson                 Public Hearing:  Yes X No _ 
 
Agenda Item Title: Ambulance Billing Policy Change 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: X   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve agenda item 

Department Head Authorization: DT        Date: 4.26.22 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 5/10/22 

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

In February 2017, Dawson County created and updated its current billing policy. The purpose of this 

policy was to establish billing and collections procedures for ambulance transports provided by Dawson 

County Emergency Services. This is done so to lessen the burden on our taxpaying citizens who may 

not use the service. 

We are requesting to amend the policy and clean up language within that policy. We last revised this 

policy in April of 2021 and removed the fee schedule. After a careful review by finance and fire 

department staff, we identified several areas of the policy that needed minor changes. 
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DAWSON COUNTY EMS BILLING AND COLLECTIONS POLICY 

POLICY DATE: June 3, 2021 with revisions April 21, 2022 
 

 
1.0 PURPOSE 

 
To establish billing and collection procedures for ambulance transport and emergency medical 

services provided by the Dawson County Emergency Services Department (DCES) to recover 

costs for the program and to lessen the burden on taxpaying citizens who may not use the 

service. 

 
2.0 SCOPE 

 
Dawson County (County) contracts with a third-party billing contractor, who is authorized to 

invoice financially responsible parties for services rendered according to the fee schedule and 

subject policies. These policies generally apply to pre-hospital emergency services and ancillary 

medical services provided by DCES. 

 
3.0 DEFINITIONS 

 
a. Advanced Life Support (ALS): Defined as transportation by a ground ambulance vehicle, 

medically necessary supplies and services, and the administration of at least one (1) ALS 

intervention. This includes all basic life support measures, plus invasive medical 

procedures, including intravenous therapy, intraosseous therapy, administration of anti-

arrhythmic medications and other specified drugs, medications, and solutions; use of 

advanced adjunctive ventilation devices and techniques to provide ventilator support to 

include endotracheal intubation and chest decompression; the use of a cardiac monitor 

for the purpose of manual defibrillation, cardio version, and/or cardiac pacing, and other 

procedures that may be authorized by state law and performed under medical control. 
b. Basic Life Support (BLS): Defined as transportation by a ground ambulance vehicle, 

medically necessary supplies and services and either a BLS assessment by ALS or BLS 

personnel, or the provision of at least one (1) BLS intervention or transport. Generally 

limited to airway maintenance, CPR, hemorrhage control, splinting of suspected 

fractures, management of spinal injury, basic vital and signs assessment. 

c. Billing Contractor: A third party company licensed and contracted to provide 

ambulance billing services for Dawson County. 

d. Financially Responsible Party: The party that has responsibility for all or a 

portion of the patient´s healthcare costs; includes health insurance, the patient directly, 

a guardian or other guarantor, or other third party that is not a health insurance plan. 

e. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA): The Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996; as amended. 

f. Insurer: The party in an insurance contract undertaking to pay compensation. 

This may include Medicaid, Medicare, Tricare, and private insurance companies. 

g. Mileage (loaded): The number of miles for which the patient is transported in the 

ambulance vehicle. 

h. Patient: A person receiving emergency medical care by DCES. 

i. Patient Care Report (PCR): A legal document used to collect essential elements of 

patient assessment, care, insurance, and transport. The electronic copy is known as an 

EPCR. 
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4.0 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FEE SCHEDULE 

 
The following is the schedule of fees and charges: 

 
Service Rate 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 1 Non-Emergency) $550.00 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 1 Emergency) $850.00 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 2) $1,000.00 

Basic Life Support (BLS) (Non-Emergency) $475.00 
 
 

 

Basic Life Support (BLS) (Emergency) $675.00 

Treatment/No Transport 
 

$300.00 

Mileage (Loaded Per Mile) $15.00 

Non-Sufficient Funds Fee $35.00 

  

  

 

 

5.0 BILLING PROCEDURES 

 
a. Intake of patient information will be performed by DCES personnel in 

compliance with HIPAA policies. 

b. Patient Care Reports (PCRs) will be submitted electronically to the billing 

contractor by DCES personnel who provided the patient care. 

c. The billing contractor will promptly file claims within (3) days with insurers upon 

receiving appropriate information from the patient or financially responsible party. 

d. If no insurance information can be obtained, or if the patient is uninsured, patient may 

submit an application for a financial hardship or arrange a payment plan. 

e. Once the insurer has remitted payment, it will be the responsibility of the billing 

contractor to invoice the patient, or financially responsible party for remaining charges. 

f. The billing contractor will invoice the patient for services provided by DCES. 

i.   Following the initial invoice, the billing contractor will provide four 

(4) monthly statements during the billing cycle. 

ii.  The billing contractor will attempt to contact the patient fifteen (15) 

days before the billing cycle ends to request payment or arrange a 

payment plan. 

g. After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding patient account 

balance not in a valid current payment plan status will be classified as 

delinquent and sent to a collection agency selected and approved by the 

County. 

h. If a patient or financially responsible party arranges a payment plan and the 

account reflects 60 days with non-payment then the payment plan 

arrangement will be in default and the account will be turned over to the 

collection agency.  

i. The billing contractor shall submit monthly statements and operations 

reports to the County and a report of outstanding patient accounts older than 

180 days to the collection agency and to the County. 
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6.0 PAYMENT 

 
a. The patient or financially responsible party may submit appropriate payment by phone, 

postal mail, or online. Acceptable forms of payment include personal check, money 

order, or credit card. Credit card payments will incur a processing fee. 

b. All checks rendered with non-sufficient funds (NSF) will have the authorized fee added 

to their account balance. 

 
7.0 FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS & PAYMENT PLANS 

 
a. If a patient does not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid and is not privately insured, a 

waiver may be granted upon approved application, based on the most recent poverty 

guidelines of the United States Department of Health and Human Services and Dawson 

County.  

b. If a patient does not meet the poverty guidelines, the patient may, upon application, 

be approved for a payment plan based on their ability to pay. 

c. Patients or financially responsible parties who receive approval for a payment plan 

shall make minimum monthly payments based on their ability to pay until the balance 

is paid in full. 

d. All documentation for hardships and payment plans are subject to 

confidentiality. 

 
8.0 ADJUSTMENTS & WRITE-OFFS 

 
a.          The County authorizes the billing contractor to write-off or adjust for the following 

             accounts: 

i. All Medicaid, Medicare, or other Federal Government sponsored 

contractual adjustments. 

ii. Balances owed after Medicare, Medicaid, private insurance or the uninsured for 

local recipients who have indicated their inability to pay their outstanding 

balance after approval based on financial hardship requirements.   

iii Accounts of deceased patients shall be written off when the County is presented 

with a copy of a death certificate. 

b.         After past due accounts are sent to the contracted collections agency and all efforts to 

collect the past due amount have been exhausted, the accounts will be written off as 

bad debt. Following the Georgia statute of limitations, accounts that remain 

outstanding for 4 years after being transferred to collections will be considered for 

write off. The total amount to be written off will be presented to the Board of 

Commissioners for their approval of the write off.  

 

9.0 EXEMPTIONS 

 
             As an additional benefit of employment with Dawson County, any full-time individual while 

employed by Dawson County that has been provided emergency transport or medical care by 

Dawson County Emergency Services, shall not be responsible for charges. This benefit shall 

apply whether such employee is actively engaged in the performance of their duties of 

employment or not (i.e., whether on or off work/duty). All efforts to identify a county employee 
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will be taken at the time of service but those that receive an invoice for charges shall submit a 

copy to Dawson County Emergency Services in order to assist them in removing any patient 

balances. 

 

 

10.0 REFUNDS 

 
a.        The billing contractor will provide the County a list of any refunds due to patients or 

insurers. The County will be responsible for making sure all refunds are issued within 

twenty-five (25) days of receipt of the list from the billing contractor. 

 

b.   In the event that the County receives a request for a refund or is assessed an 

overpayment by any payer, the County shall notify the billing contractor of the 

request/assessment within fourteen (14) days. 

 

c. Refunds for overpayments shall be reviewed and approved by DCES, and shall be 

submitted to the Finance Department in a timely basis in order to be processed. 
 
 

11.0 COLLECTIONS PROCEDURES 

 
After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding patient account balance will be classified 

as delinquent and sent to a collection agency contracted and approved by the County. 

 
12.0 CITIZEN COMPLAINTS 

 
Resolution of citizen billing complaints shall generally be addressed by the Fire Chief/Director of 

Dawson County Emergency Services.  If there is no resolution, or if there are complaints arising 

from conflicts, errors or omissions in this policy, complaints may be referred to the County 

Manager’s office. 

 
13.0 HIPAA COMPLIANCE 

 
The DCES and the billing contractor shall follow all HIPAA guidelines regarding protected health 

information (PHI) and provide adequate training for all personnel. 

   

14.0 DEBT COMPLIANCE 

 

All attempts at debt collection shall be in compliance with applicable laws to include the Fair Debt 

Collection and Practices Act. 
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DAWSON COUNTY EMS BILLING AND COLLECTIONS POLICY 

POLICY DATE: June 3rd2nd, 20221 
 

 
1.0 PURPOSE 

 
To establish billing and collection procedures for ambulance transport and emergency medical 

services provided by the Dawson County Emergency Services Department (DCES) to recover 

costs for the program and to lessen the burden on taxpaying citizens who may not use the 

service. 

 
2.0 SCOPE 

 
Dawson County (County) contracts with a third-party billing contractor, who is authorized to 

invoice financially responsible parties for services rendered according to the fee schedule and 

subject policies. These policies generally apply to pre-hospital emergency services and ancillary 

medical services provided by DCES. 

 
3.0 DEFINITIONS 

 
a. Advanced Life Support (ALS): Defined as transportation by a ground ambulance vehicle, 

medically necessary supplies and services, and the administration of at least one (1) ALS 

intervention. This includes all basic life support measures, plus invasive medical 

procedures, including intravenous therapy, intraosseous therapy, administration of anti-

arrhythmic medications and other specified drugs, medications, and solutions; use of 

advanced adjunctive ventilation devices and techniques to provide ventilator support to 

include endotracheal intubation and chest decompression; the use of a cardiac monitor 

for the purpose of manual defibrillation, cardio version, and/or cardiac pacing, and other 

procedures that may be authorized by state law and performed under medical control. 
b. Basic Life Support (BLS): Defined as transportation by a ground ambulance vehicle, 

medically necessary supplies and services and either a BLS assessment by ALS or BLS 

personnel, or the provision of at least one (1) BLS intervention or transport. Generally 

limited to airway maintenance, CPR, hemorrhage control, splinting of suspected 

fractures, management of spinal injury, basic vital and signs assessment. 

c. Billing Contractor: A third party company licensed and contracted to provide 

ambulance billing services for Dawson County. 

d. Financially Responsible Party: The party that has responsibility for all or a 

portion of the patient´s healthcare costs; includes health insurance, the patient directly, 

a guardian or other guarantor, or other third party that is not a health insurance plan. 

e. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA): The Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996; as amended. 

f. Insurer: The party in an insurance contract undertaking to pay compensation. 

This may include Medicaid, Medicare, Tricare, and private insurance companies. 

g. Mileage (loaded): The number of miles for which the patient is transported in the 

ambulance vehicle. 

h. Patient: A person receiving emergency medical care by DCES. 

i. Patient Care Report (PCR): A legal document used to collect essential elements of 

patient assessment, care, insurance, and transport. The electronic copy is known as an 

EPCR. 
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4.0 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FEE SCHEDULE 

 
The following is the schedule of fees and charges: 

 
Service Rate 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 1 Non-Emergency) $550.00 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 1 Emergency) $850.00 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 2) $1,000.00 

Basic Life Support (BLS) (Non-Emergency) $475.00 
 
 

 

Basic Life Support (BLS) (Emergency) $675.00 

Treatment/No Transport 
 

$300.00 

Mileage (Loaded Per Mile) $15.00 

Non-Sufficient Funds Fee $35.00 

Finance Charge (for invoice not paid within 180 days) 1.0% of balance each month[DT1] 

 
  

 

 

5.0 BILLING PROCEDURES 

 
a. Intake of patient information will be performed by DCES personnel in 

compliance with HIPAA policies. 

b. Patient Care Reports (PCRs) will be submitted electronically to the billing 

contractor by DCES personnel who provided the patient care. 

c. The billing contractor will promptly file claims within (3) days with insurers upon 

receiving appropriate information from the patient or financially responsible party. 

d. If no insurance information can be obtained, or if the patient is uninsured, patient may 

submit an application for a financial hardship or arrange a payment plan. 

e. Once the insurer has remitted payment, it will be the responsibility of the billing 

contractor to invoice the patient, or financially responsible party for remaining charges. 

f. The billing contractor will invoice the patient for services provided by DCES. 

i.   Following the initial invoice, the billing contractor will provide four 

(4) monthly statements during the billing cycle. 

ii.   The billing contractor will attempt to contact the patient fifteen (15) 

days before the billing cycle ends to request payment or arrange a 

payment plan. 

g. Where no application for financial hardship or waiver has been made, any outstanding 

account balance over one hundred and eighty (180) days old will have a one percent 

(1.0%) finance charge added to the balance each calendar month thereafter. 

i. After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding patient account balance not in 

a valid current payment plan status will be classified as delinquent and sent to a 

collection agency selected and approved by the County. 

h. If a patient or financially responsible party makes a partial payment or arranges 

a payment plan, and the account reflects 60 days with non-payment then the payment 

plan arrangement will be in default and the account will be turned over to the collection 

agency. the billing cycle will be extended and the finance charge will be delayed for an 

additional ninety (90) days. 

i. After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding account balance will be 
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classified as delinquent and sent to a collection agency selected and approved by the 

County. 

j. The billing contractor shall submit monthly statements and operations reports to the 

County and a report of outstanding patient accounts older than 180 days to the 

collection agency and to the County.. 

 
 

6.0 PAYMENT 

 
a. The patient or financially responsible party may submit appropriate payment by phone, 

postal mail, or online. Acceptable forms of payment include personal check, money 

order, or credit card. Credit card payments will incur a processing fee. 

b. All checks rendered with non-sufficient funds (NSF) will have the authorized fee added 

to their account balance. 

 
7.0 FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS & PAYMENT PLANS 

 
a. If a patient does not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid and is not privately insured, a 

waiver may be granted upon approved application, based on the most recent poverty 

guidelines of the United States Department of Health and Human Services and Dawson 

County.  

b. If a patient does not meet the poverty guidelines, the patient may, upon application, 

be approved for a payment plan based on their ability to pay. 

c. Patients or financially responsible parties who receive approval for a payment plan 

shall make minimum payments based on their ability to pay until the balance is paid in 

full. 

d. All documentation for hardships and payment plans are subject to 

confidentiality. 

 
8.0 ADJUSTMENTS & WRITE-OFFS 

 
a.          The County authorizes the billing contractor to write-off or adjust for the following 

             accounts: 

i. All Medicaid, Medicare, or other Federal Government sponsored 

contractual adjustments. 

ii. Balances owed after Medicare, Medicaid, private insurance or the uninsured for 

local recipients who have indicated their inability to pay their outstanding 

balance after approval based on financial hardship requirements.   

iii Accounts of deceased patients shall be written off when the County is presented 

with a copy of a  death certificate. 

b.         After past due accounts are sent to the contracted collections agency and all efforts to 

collect the past due amount have been exhausted, the accounts will be written off as 

bad debt. Only aFollowing the Georgia statute of limitations, accounts that remain 

outstanding 180 daysfor 4 years after being transferred to collections will be 

considered for write off. The total amount to be written off will be presented to the 

Board of Commissioners for their approval of the write off.  
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9.0 EXEMPTIONS 

 
             As an additional benefit of employment with Dawson County, any full-time individual while 

employed by Dawson County that has been provided emergency transport or medical care by 

Dawson County Emergency Services, shall not be charged responsible for any emergency 

medical care or ambulance transportation service charges that may be provided to them by 

Dawson County Emergency Services personnel after their insurance has processed their claim.. 

This benefit shall apply whether such employee is actively engaged in the performance of their 

duties of employment or not (i.e., whether on or off work/duty). All efforts to identify a county 

employee will be taken at the time of service but those that receive an invoice for charges shall 

submit a copy to Dawson County Emergency Services in order to assist them in removing any 

patient balances. 

 

 

 

 

10.0 REFUNDS 

 
a.        The billing contractor will provide the County a list of any refunds due to patients or 

insurers. The County will be responsible for making sure all refunds are issued within 

twenty-five (25) days of receipt of the list from the billing contractor. 

 

b.   In the event that the County receives a request for a refund or is assessed an 

overpayment by any payer, the County shall notify the billing contractor of the 

request/assessment within fourteen (14) days. 

 

c. Refunds for overpayments shall be reviewed and approved by DCES, and shall be 

submitted to the Finance Department in a timely basis in order to be processed. 
 
 

11.0 COLLECTIONS PROCEDURES 

 
After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding patient account balance will be classified 

as delinquent and sent to a collection agency contracted and approved by the County. 

 
12.0 CITIZEN COMPLAINTS 

 
Resolution of citizen billing complaints shall generally be addressed by the Fire Chief/Director of 

Dawson County Emergency Services.  If there is no resolution, or if there are complaints arising 

from conflicts, errors or omissions in this policy, complaints may be referred to the County 

Manager’s office. 

 
13.0 HIPAA COMPLIANCE 

 
The DCES and the billing contractor shall follow all HIPAA guidelines regarding protected health 

information (PHI) and provide adequate training for all personnel. 

   

14.0 DEBT COMPLIANCE 
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All attempts at debt collection shall be in compliance with applicable laws to include the Fair Debt 

Collection and Practices Act. 
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DAWSON COUNTY EMS BILLING AND COLLECTIONS POLICY 

POLICY DATE: June 3, 2021 with revisions April 21, 2022 
 

 
1.0 PURPOSE 

 
To establish billing and collection procedures for ambulance transport and emergency medical 

services provided by the Dawson County Emergency Services Department (DCES) to recover 

costs for the program and to lessen the burden on taxpaying citizens who may not use the 

service. 

 
2.0 SCOPE 

 
Dawson County (County) contracts with a third-party billing contractor, who is authorized to 

invoice financially responsible parties for services rendered according to the fee schedule and 

subject policies. These policies generally apply to pre-hospital emergency services and ancillary 

medical services provided by DCES. 

 
3.0 DEFINITIONS 

 
a. Advanced Life Support (ALS): Defined as transportation by a ground ambulance vehicle, 

medically necessary supplies and services, and the administration of at least one (1) ALS 

intervention. This includes all basic life support measures, plus invasive medical 

procedures, including intravenous therapy, intraosseous therapy, administration of anti-

arrhythmic medications and other specified drugs, medications, and solutions; use of 

advanced adjunctive ventilation devices and techniques to provide ventilator support to 

include endotracheal intubation and chest decompression; the use of a cardiac monitor 

for the purpose of manual defibrillation, cardio version, and/or cardiac pacing, and other 

procedures that may be authorized by state law and performed under medical control. 
b. Basic Life Support (BLS): Defined as transportation by a ground ambulance vehicle, 

medically necessary supplies and services and either a BLS assessment by ALS or BLS 

personnel, or the provision of at least one (1) BLS intervention or transport. Generally 

limited to airway maintenance, CPR, hemorrhage control, splinting of suspected 

fractures, management of spinal injury, basic vital and signs assessment. 

c. Billing Contractor: A third party company licensed and contracted to provide 

ambulance billing services for Dawson County. 

d. Financially Responsible Party: The party that has responsibility for all or a 

portion of the patient´s healthcare costs; includes health insurance, the patient directly, 

a guardian or other guarantor, or other third party that is not a health insurance plan. 

e. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA): The Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996; as amended. 

f. Insurer: The party in an insurance contract undertaking to pay compensation. 

This may include Medicaid, Medicare, Tricare, and private insurance companies. 

g. Mileage (loaded): The number of miles for which the patient is transported in the 

ambulance vehicle. 

h. Patient: A person receiving emergency medical care by DCES. 

i. Patient Care Report (PCR): A legal document used to collect essential elements of 

patient assessment, care, insurance, and transport. The electronic copy is known as an 

EPCR. 
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4.0 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FEE SCHEDULE 

 
The following is the schedule of fees and charges: 

 
Service Rate 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 1 Non-Emergency) $550.00 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 1 Emergency) $850.00 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) (Level 2) $1,000.00 

Basic Life Support (BLS) (Non-Emergency) $475.00 
 
 

 

Basic Life Support (BLS) (Emergency) $675.00 

Treatment/No Transport 
 

$300.00 

Mileage (Loaded Per Mile) $15.00 

Non-Sufficient Funds Fee $35.00 

  

  

 

 

5.0 BILLING PROCEDURES 

 
a. Intake of patient information will be performed by DCES personnel in 

compliance with HIPAA policies. 

b. Patient Care Reports (PCRs) will be submitted electronically to the billing 

contractor by DCES personnel who provided the patient care. 

c. The billing contractor will promptly file claims within (3) days with insurers upon 

receiving appropriate information from the patient or financially responsible party. 

d. If no insurance information can be obtained, or if the patient is uninsured, patient may 

submit an application for a financial hardship or arrange a payment plan. 

e. Once the insurer has remitted payment, it will be the responsibility of the billing 

contractor to invoice the patient, or financially responsible party for remaining charges. 

f. The billing contractor will invoice the patient for services provided by DCES. 

i.   Following the initial invoice, the billing contractor will provide four 

(4) monthly statements during the billing cycle. 

ii.  The billing contractor will attempt to contact the patient fifteen (15) 

days before the billing cycle ends to request payment or arrange a 

payment plan. 

g. After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding patient account 

balance not in a valid current payment plan status will be classified as 

delinquent and sent to a collection agency selected and approved by the 

County. 

h. If a patient or financially responsible party arranges a payment plan and the 

account reflects 60 days with non-payment then the payment plan 

arrangement will be in default and the account will be turned over to the 

collection agency.  

i. The billing contractor shall submit monthly statements and operations 

reports to the County and a report of outstanding patient accounts older than 

180 days to the collection agency and to the County. 
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6.0 PAYMENT 

 
a. The patient or financially responsible party may submit appropriate payment by phone, 

postal mail, or online. Acceptable forms of payment include personal check, money 

order, or credit card. Credit card payments will incur a processing fee. 

b. All checks rendered with non-sufficient funds (NSF) will have the authorized fee added 

to their account balance. 

 
7.0 FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS & PAYMENT PLANS 

 
a. If a patient does not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid and is not privately insured, a 

waiver may be granted upon approved application, based on the most recent poverty 

guidelines of the United States Department of Health and Human Services and Dawson 

County.  

b. If a patient does not meet the poverty guidelines, the patient may, upon application, 

be approved for a payment plan based on their ability to pay. 

c. Patients or financially responsible parties who receive approval for a payment plan 

shall make minimum monthly payments based on their ability to pay until the balance 

is paid in full. 

d. All documentation for hardships and payment plans are subject to 

confidentiality. 

 
8.0 ADJUSTMENTS & WRITE-OFFS 

 
a.          The County authorizes the billing contractor to write-off or adjust for the following 

             accounts: 

i. All Medicaid, Medicare, or other Federal Government sponsored 

contractual adjustments. 

ii. Balances owed after Medicare, Medicaid, private insurance or the uninsured for 

local recipients who have indicated their inability to pay their outstanding 

balance after approval based on financial hardship requirements.   

iii Accounts of deceased patients shall be written off when the County is presented 

with a copy of a death certificate. 

b.         After past due accounts are sent to the contracted collections agency and all efforts to 

collect the past due amount have been exhausted, the accounts will be written off as 

bad debt. Following the Georgia statute of limitations, accounts that remain 

outstanding for 4 years after being transferred to collections will be considered for 

write off. The total amount to be written off will be presented to the Board of 

Commissioners for their approval of the write off.  

 

9.0 EXEMPTIONS 

 
             As an additional benefit of employment with Dawson County, any full-time individual while 

employed by Dawson County that has been provided emergency transport or medical care by 

Dawson County Emergency Services, shall not be responsible for charges after their insurance 

has processed their claim. This benefit shall apply whether such employee is actively engaged 

in the performance of their duties of employment or not (i.e., whether on or off work/duty). All 
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efforts to identify a county employee will be taken at the time of service but those that receive 

an invoice for charges shall submit a copy to Dawson County Emergency Services in order to 

assist them in removing any patient balances. 

 

 

10.0 REFUNDS 

 
a.        The billing contractor will provide the County a list of any refunds due to patients or 

insurers. The County will be responsible for making sure all refunds are issued within 

twenty-five (25) days of receipt of the list from the billing contractor. 

 

b.   In the event that the County receives a request for a refund or is assessed an 

overpayment by any payer, the County shall notify the billing contractor of the 

request/assessment within fourteen (14) days. 

 

c. Refunds for overpayments shall be reviewed and approved by DCES, and shall be 

submitted to the Finance Department in a timely basis in order to be processed. 
 
 

11.0 COLLECTIONS PROCEDURES 

 
After one hundred eighty (180) days, any outstanding patient account balance will be classified 

as delinquent and sent to a collection agency contracted and approved by the County. 

 
12.0 CITIZEN COMPLAINTS 

 
Resolution of citizen billing complaints shall generally be addressed by the Fire Chief/Director of 

Dawson County Emergency Services.  If there is no resolution, or if there are complaints arising 

from conflicts, errors or omissions in this policy, complaints may be referred to the County 

Manager’s office. 

 
13.0 HIPAA COMPLIANCE 

 
The DCES and the billing contractor shall follow all HIPAA guidelines regarding protected health 

information (PHI) and provide adequate training for all personnel. 

   

14.0 DEBT COMPLIANCE 

 

All attempts at debt collection shall be in compliance with applicable laws to include the Fair Debt 

Collection and Practices Act. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

jwright@dawsoncountysheriff.org 

Monday, March 21, 2022 10:28 AM 

Bowen, Cara 

RE: Next Board Mtg 

i tAUJION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Cara, 

., 

Please accept this as my resignation from the Department of Family and Children Services Board. Work commitments prevent me from having the extra time to 

serve. Thank you for the opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Sergeant Jennifer Wright 

Dawson County Sheriff's Office 

Criminal Investigation Division 

19 Tucker Ave 

Dawsonville, GA 30534 

wright@dawsoncountysheriff.org 

Office: 706-344-3636 

For community resources, please visit: www.dawsoncounty.org/vsr 
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James J. Braley 

 
 

100 Westwood Place 

Suite 350 

Brentwood, TN 37027 

Tel: (615) 324-8500 

Fax: (615) 324-8501 

Certifications 
American College of 
Health Care Executives, 
Fellow 

Certificate in Physical 
Therapy, Baylor 
University Medical Center 

Licensed Physical 
Therapist, California 

Education 
Postgraduate Work in 
Hospital Administration, 
University of Alabama 

B.S., University of 
Montana 

 

 Jim Braley is a senior managing director in the FTI Healthcare group of FTI’s Corporate Finance 
practice and is based in Brentwood, Tennessee. Mr. Braley serves as a project leader, directing 
teams that assess, advise and actively guide hospitals in improving competitiveness and viability. 
His expertise covers hospital operations, new service development, managed care, specialty care 
management, creditor relationships, board and medical staff relations, public hospital 
management, business plan development, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services/Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act regulations, physician relations, 
productivity management and academic health science center management. Mr. Braley has 
worked extensively with hospital boards, medical staffs and management teams since the 1970s at 
small and medium sized rural hospitals as well as at large teaching institutions.  

Mr. Braley was a practicing physical therapist prior to becoming a hospital chief executive officer 
(CEO) and multi-facility manager. He thus brings a thorough understanding of the clinical and 
patient care aspects to the many varied clients that he works with on an ongoing basis. His 
operational background includes CEO experience in both non-profit and for profit hospitals. He 
also was a multi-facility manager/group vice-president for Quorum Health Resources, the largest 
manager of non-profit hospitals in the country.  In this role he oversaw medium and small rural 
hospitals in the southeast United States.. After performing this role for more than 14 years, he then 
became a regional president of Quorum and was responsible for one half of the hospitals that 
Quorum (now Community) owned. He then assumed his current role with FTI Cambio Health 
Solutions in 1995.     

Mr. Braley’s varied experience with FTI Cambio includes leading a team that turned a $25 million 
loss to breakeven in 14 months and then to a positive bottom line for a large, public, academically-
affiliated health system. For a two-hospital California system on a run rate of $15 million in annual 
losses, he decreased losses through expense reductions and revenue enhancements and 
provided assistance in support of the successful sale of the hospitals.  

As interim chief operating officer and project leader for a three-hospital system in California, Mr. 
Braley helped raise EBITDA from break-even to $20.5 million. He also provided project leadership, 
assessment, implementation and day-to-day management services for a southwestern sole 
provider, taking the facility from annual losses of $40 million to a positive bottom line that continues 
to be sustained. He was also the project leader for a major county system that was 94% unionized 
in the California Bay Area. The team was able to document $23 million in operational 
improvements over an 18 month period. He also served as project leader for client engagements 
of small and medium sized rural hospitals in North Carolina, Delaware, Texas, and Georgia. . 

Mr. Braley has worked with a substantial number of small and medium sized, non-profit  and for 
profit community hospitals throughout the country, performing operational assessments and 
developing improvement and action plans to insure sustainability of recommendations following the 
engagement. A number of these engagements have resulted in an extension of the initial 
engagement to include implementation of improvement recommendations through the resources of 
a chief implementation officer and other FTI Cambio personnel. Mr. Braley works very closely with 
the incumbent CEO in these engagements. He also strives to develop excellent relationships with 
both hospital board members and medical staff leadership during the terms of such engagements.  

Mr. Braley holds a B.S. from the University of Montana and has completed postgraduate work in 

James J. Braley,  
 
Managing Director – Corporat   
 
james.braley@ftihealthcare.com 
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James J. Braley 

hospital administration at the University of Alabama in Birmingham. Mr. Braley is also a Fellow in  
the American College of Healthcare Executives. 
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    PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
     INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

5/23/2022 2:13 PM 

 

TO:  Dave Headley, County Manager 

FROM:  Sharon O. Farrell, Director 

DATE:  May 23, 2022 

RE:   ANNEXATION REQUEST - City of Dawsonville 

As you are aware, the City of Dawsonville has sent notice to the County of its intent to annex 35.31± acres 
of property located near Highway 9, Tax Parcel 083 025, in Dawson County, Georgia.  The parcel to be 
annexed is currently zoned R-A Residential Agricultural.  The application notes that the proposed City 
zoning designation will be “AP” – according to the city code, the AP designation is the same as allowed 
under the county ordinance governing the land.   

The notice to the County meets the statutory requirements, whether the property to be annexed is 
contiguous to the City of Dawsonville, and whether the proposed annexation would improperly create an 
unincorporated island.    
 

Case Number:  ANX C2200170 Applicant: B&K Turner Family 

Receipt of Annexation Notice Date: May 18, 2022 

30-day period to object expires on: June 17, 2022 

Meeting date the Board of Commissioners must decide whether to object: June 02, 2022 

 
 

 Yes No 

Is the property to be annexed contiguous to city jurisdictional boundary? √  

Future Development Map designation 
Sub-Rural Residential  
1.5-acre lot minimum on septic and well;  
one acre on septic and public water 

Surrounding City Future Development Map Residential 

Surrounding County Future Development Map n/a 

Does this annexation create an “island” of unincorporated land?  √ 
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1) If the application is granted will there be a material increase in burden upon the 
County directly related to :   

  

 Yes No 
a)  the proposed change in zoning or land use?  √ 
b)  the proposed increase in density?  √ 
c)  infrastructure demands related to the proposed change in zoning or land use?  √ 

 

2) Will delivery of services be affected by the annexation? 
Yes No 

 √ 

If the answer to (2) is yes, is the affect on delivery of services directly related to   

a) the proposed change in zoning or land use?   

b) the proposed increase in density?   

c) infrastructure demands related to the proposed change in zoning or land use?   

 

3) If there is a material increase in burden caused by items (a), (b), and/or (c) of 
Section 1 above, can your department provide evidence of any financial impact?   

Yes No 
 √ 

If the answer to (3) is yes, please provide the evidence 

 
 

4) Does the proposed change in zoning or land use result in a substantial change in 
the intensity of the allowable use of the property or a change to a significantly 
different allowable use? 

Yes No 
 √ 

If the answer to (4) is no, does the proposed change in zoning or land use result in:   
 Yes No 
a) a use which significantly increases the net cost of infrastructure?  √ 
b) a use which significantly diminishes the value or useful life of a capital outlay 
project, as such term is defined in O.C.G.A. 48-8-110, which is furnished by the county 
to the area to be annexed? 

 √ 

If the answer to 4(a) or 4(b) is yes, then: Yes No 

c) Does the proposed change in zoning or land use differ substantially from the existing 
uses suggested for the property by the county's comprehensive land use plan?  √ 

d) Does the proposed change in zoning or land use differ substantially from the 
existing uses permitted for the property pursuant to the county's zoning ordinance or 
its land use ordinances? 

 √ 
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  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
    INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

5/23/2022 2:13 PM 

Comments: 

Planning & Development: The application reflects that the city will assign a place holder zoning 
category of AP -as requested by the applicant and is conditioned upon the granting of the same by 
the mayor and council.  At least 12 months after annexation, the property may be rezoned.  At this 
time, there is limited information provided with the request, however given the location the most 
logical use of the property would be expansion of the residential project with access to Highway 9. 

Public Works: 

GIS:  For the parcel 083 025, this is vacant property and backs up to Dawson Forest WMA so there are 
no known county assets located here. 

Emergency Services:  Dawson County Emergency Service is unaware of any county facilities on this 
property.  

 not aware of any county facilities located in this location.

99



Per O.C.G.A. § 36-36-113 a land use objection can be made by majority vote of the Board of 
Commissioners in the event of a material increase in burden upon the County which is quantifiable and 
otherwise meets the requirements of the statute.   In order for a land use objection to be considered 
timely, it must be completed in time for the BOC to vote upon it in open session and served upon the 
annexing municipality within 30 days of receipt of notice of annexation via statutory overnight delivery or 
certified mail, return receipt requested.  

O.C.G.A. § 36-36-113. Reasons for objection to annexation  
 
(a) The county governing authority may by majority vote object to the annexation because of a material 
increase in burden upon the county directly related to any one or more of the following: 
 
(1) The proposed change in zoning or land use;  
 
(2) Proposed increase in density; and  
 
(3) Infrastructure demands related to the proposed change in zoning or land use.  
 
(b) Delivery of services may not be a basis for a valid objection but may be used in support of a valid 
objection if directly related to one or more of the subjects enumerated in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of 
subsection (a) of this Code section. 
 
(c) The objection provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section shall document the nature of the 
objection specifically providing evidence of any financial impact forming the basis of the objection and 
shall be delivered to the municipal governing authority by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery 
to be received not later than the end of the thirtieth calendar day following receipt of the notice 
provided for in Code Section 36-36-111. 
 
(d) In order for an objection pursuant to this Code section to be valid, the proposed change in zoning or 
land use must: 
 
(1) Result in:  
 
(A) A substantial change in the intensity of the allowable use of the property or a change to a 
significantly different allowable use; or  
 
(B) A use which significantly increases the net cost of infrastructure or significantly diminishes the value 
or useful life of a capital outlay project, as such term is defined in Code Section 48-8-110, which is 
furnished by the county to the area to be annexed; and  
 
(2) Differ substantially from the existing uses suggested for the property by the county's comprehensive 
land use plan or permitted for the property pursuant to the county's zoning ordinance or its land use 
ordinances.  
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