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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

TO IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

   

A.  ROLL CALL 

B.  INVOCATION 

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

D.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

E.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes of the Work Session held on April 1, 2021  
2. Minutes of the Voting Session held on April 1, 2021  

F.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

G.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

H.  PUBLIC HEARING 
1. Broadband Ready Community Ordinance (1st of 2 hearings; 2nd hearing will be held at 

the May 6, 2021, Voting Session) 

I.  ZONINGS 
1. ZA 21-04 - Kyle Woody requests to rezone 1.5 acres of TMP 097-009 from RA 

(Residential Agriculture) to RSR (Residential Sub-Rural) for the purpose of subdividing 

the parcel per RSR guidelines of the parent parcel and building a primary residence. 

 
2. ZA 21-05 - Corey Gutherie requests to rezone 6 acres of TMP 053-015 from RA 

(Residential Agriculture) to RRE (Residential Rural Estate) for the purpose of subdividing 

the parcel per RRE guidelines. 

 
3. ZA 21-06 - Larry Bishop requests to rezone TMP 104-022 from RA (Residential 

Agriculture) to RSR (Residential Sub-Rural) for the purpose of subdividing the parcel per 

RSR guidelines. 

J.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Paramedic Pay Adjustment and Educational Incentive 
2. Consideration of Ambulance Purchase Request 
3. Consideration of Intergovernmental Agreement Between City of Dawsonville and Dawson 

County Concerning Trail Infrastructure for Pedestrian Access Between Main Street Park 

and Library 
4. Consideration of Board Appointment: 

          a. Library Board 
               i. Don Cargill- reappointment (Term: April 2021 through June 2024) 
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K.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

L.  ADJOURNMENT  

 
*Executive Session may follow the Voting Session meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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Minutes 04-01-2021 Work Session 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – APRIL 1, 2021 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; Commissioner 

Emory Dooley, District 4 (via teleconference); County Manager David Headley; County 

Attorney Sam VanVolkenburgh; County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson 

County. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Presentation of Family Connection Request to Apply for Department of Behavioral Health 

and Developmental Disabilities Partners in Prevention Project Grant- Family Connection 

Coordinator Rebecca Bliss 

This item will be added to the April 1, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

2. Presentation of Paramedic Pay Adjustment and Educational Incentive- Emergency Services 

Director Danny Thompson 

This item will be placed on the April 15, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

3. Presentation of Ambulance Purchase Request- Emergency Services Director Danny 

Thompson 

This item will be placed on the April 15, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

4. Presentation of Intergovernmental Agreement Between City of Dawsonville and Dawson 

County Concerning Trail Infrastructure for Pedestrian Access Between Main Street Park and 

Library- Public Works Director David McKee 

This item will be placed on the April 15, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

5. Presentation of 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Safety Action Plan- Public 

Works Director David McKee 

This item will be added to the April 1, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

6. Presentation of Board Appointments: 

a. Library Board 

i. Don Cargill- reappointment (Term: April 2021 through June 2024) 

This item will be placed on the April 15, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

b. Planning Commission (Chairman Appointee) 
i. Steve Sanvi- replacing Emory Dooley (Term: April 2021 through December 

2022) 

This item will be added to the April 1, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

7. Discussion of Impact Fees- Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley 

This item was for information only. 
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Minutes 04-01-2021 Work Session 

 

 

8. County Manager Report 

This item was for information only. 
 

9. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney VanVolkenburgh had no information to report. 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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Minutes 04-01-2021 Voting Session 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – APRIL 1, 2021 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, 

District 1; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; 

Commissioner Emory Dooley, District 4 (via teleconference); County Manager David Headley; 

County Attorney Sam VanVolkenburgh; County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of 

Dawson County. 

 

INVOCATION: Chairman Thurmond 

        

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on March 18, 2021. 

Gaines/Fausett 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on March 18, 2021. 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda with the following change: 

 Addition of Nos. 6, 7 and 8 under New Business: 

o Family Connection Request to Apply for Department of Behavioral Health and 

Developmental Disabilities Partners in Prevention Project Grant 

o Presentation of 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Safety Action 

Plan 

o Board Appointment: 

 Planning Commission (Chairman Appointee) 

 Steve Sanvi- replacing Emory Dooley (Term: April 2021 through 

December 2022) 

Fausett/Gaines 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Special Event Business License Application - Dreamland Amusement Carnival 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Special Event Business License Application - Dreamland 

Amusement Carnival. Fausett/Satterfield 
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Minutes 04-01-2021 Voting Session 

 

 

Consideration of Application for Parade and Assembly - 4-H Rabies Clinic 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve an Application for Parade and Assembly - 4-H Rabies Clinic. 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Consideration to Move Forward with a Public Hearing for a Mobile Home Ordinance 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve to Move Forward with a Public Hearing for a Mobile Home 

Ordinance. Gaines/Fausett 

 

Consideration to Move Forward with Public Hearings for a Vape Ordinance Update 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve to Move Forward with Public Hearings for a Vape Ordinance 

Update. Satterfield/Fausett 

 

Consideration of Board Appointment: 

 Department of Family & Children Services 

o Karen McCord- replacing Nancy Stites (Term: April 2021 through June 2024) 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the appointment of Karen McCord to the Department of Family & 

Children Services board for a term of April 2021 through June 2024. Fausett/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Family Connection Request to Apply for Department of Behavioral Health and 

Developmental Disabilities Partners in Prevention Project Grant 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Family Connection Request to Apply for a Department of 

Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities Partners in Prevention Project Grant and, if 

awarded the grant, to work with counsel to prepare an intergovernmental agreement between 

Dawson and Lumpkin counties prior to the grant’s acceptance. Satterfield/Fausett 

 

Consideration of 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Safety Action Plan 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Safety Action 

Plan in a not-to-exceed amount of $149,500. Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Board Appointment: 

 Planning Commission (Chairman Appointee) 

o Steve Sanvi- replacing Emory Dooley (Term: April 2021 through December 2022) 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the appointment of Steve Sanvi to the Planning Commission as the 

Chairman Appointee for a term of April 2021 through December 2022. Fausett/Gaines 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
David McKee, Dawsonville, Georgia, thanked the Board of Commissioners and his fellow 

Dawson County colleagues - his “Dawson County family” - for the opportunity to serve the 

county for the last 16 years, lastly as Public Works director and SPLOST administrator. McKee 

said he would not be “a stranger and still pay my taxes here” following his last day on the job on 

April 2, 2021. (McKee accepted an assistant county manager role with Forsyth County.) 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Motion passed 4-0 to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation. Fausett/Gaines  

 

Motion passed 4-0 to come out of Executive Session. Fausett/Dooley 
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APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Public Works       Work Session: 3-4-21 
 
Prepared By: David McKee               Voting Session: 3-18-21 
 
Presenter: David McKee                 Public Hearing:  Yes X No  
 
Agenda Item Title: Broadband Ready Community Ordinance 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes      No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

       

 

Recommendation/Motion: Staff recommends approval to hold public hearings on the broadband ready 

community ordinance 

 
Department Head Authorization: David McKee                 Date: 2-23-21 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 2/24/21 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 2/24/2021  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

In 2018 the state of Georgia started the Georgia Broadband Deployment Initiative (GBDI). This is a 
program that was implemented for the purpose to assist in deploying broadband to all areas of Georgia 
by the Department of Community Affairs. The program certifies communities as Broadband Ready. 
The designation allows for funding through grants under GBDI, USDA and others. Eleven cities and 
counties in the state have received the designation.  

The designation of a Broadband Ready Community applies standards and adopts a policy for permitting 

broadband infrastructure within the county ROW, and assures that broadband is covered in the 

Comprehensive Plan. It is understood that the no revisions need to be made to the Comprehensive 

Plan. Dawson County will need to adopt the model ordinance and comply with the policy standards.   

Model ordinance 
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The following EXAMPLE, drafted by Georgia Department of Community Affairs, is available to assist City’s and County’s in drafting 

their own ordinance or policy. Cities and counties should consult with their legal counsel concerning the appropriate approach for 

their respective communities to customize as necessary to comply with any local laws, rules, procedures or policies. 

 

AN ORDINANCE FOR A BROADBAND READY COMMUNITY 

 

As used in this ordinance, “broadband network project" means any deployment of broadband services.   

 

As used in this ordinance, “political subdivision” means a county, municipal corporation, consolidated 

government, or local authority.   

 

As used in this ordinance, “applicant” means a person applying for a permit for a broadband network 

project. 

 

As used in this ordinance, “permit” means any local permit, license, certificate approval, registration, or 

similar form of approval required by policy, administrative rule, regulation, ordinance, or resolution with 

respect to a broadband network project. 

 

 

(1) Single Point of Contact.  

(City/County Name), Georgia shall appoint a single point of contact for all matters related to a broadband 

network project: 

a) The single point of contact documentation shall include;  

i. Position & Title  

ii. Name (first, last) 

iii.Organization (municipality, county, or authority with participating entities involved in the 

(City/County Name) request designation) 

iv. Phone Number(s) (work and mobile if applicable) 

v.Email(s) (preferred email alias that can be directed to point of contact or acceptable official 

work email) 

vi. Website URL to Contacts Page (required if applicable/available) 

b) The single point of contact shall be available for matters related to a broadband network project 

or a related liaison who may direct such inquiry in real time, with general scope and 

responsibilities to include permitting and right-of-way; and 

c) The single point of contact information must be current to maintain designation, by updating 

with such change in contact information on web pages and associated sources, within 15 calendar 

days of change. 

 

(2) Application Completeness Review.  

a) (City/County Name) shall determine whether an application is incomplete and notify the 

applicant, by email, of the determination by (City/County Name) within 10 calendar days of 

receiving an application.  

b) If (City/County Name) does not respond to the applicant on whether the application is 

incomplete, within 10 calendar days, the application shall be assumed to be complete on the 11th 

day. 
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(3) Notification of Incomplete Application. 

a) If the (City/County Name) determines that an application is not complete, the notification by 

email to the applicant shall specify all required components of the submitted application that 

were considered ‘incomplete’; 

b) The (City/County Name)’s response shall include a checklist of sequenced items that resulted in 

the application being deemed ‘incomplete’ and the review timeline shall be as follows: 

i. The applicant has up to 40 calendar days from the date of notification of incompleteness to 

respond back with corrections; and  

ii. If the applicant does not respond back within 40 calendar days, the application is deemed 

canceled. 

c) If within 10 calendar days the (City/County Name) does not respond to the applicant on whether 

the corrected application is incomplete, the application shall be assumed to be complete on the 

11th day; and 

d) The (City/County Name) shall require a new submission and reset the process and application 

fees, should an application be deemed incomplete a second time.  

 

(4) Approval or Denial Notification.  

If, on or before the 11th day as described in 2 (b), an application is deemed complete, the (City/County 

Name) shall approve or deny an application within 10 calendar days unless a joint meeting between the 

applicant and the (City/County Name) is deemed as necessary. 

a) If a joint meeting is deemed necessary, the joint meeting must occur within 15 calendars days of 

notification of completion and the joint meeting shall include: 

i. Where applicant is going to conduct work,  

ii. When the work will be conducted,  

iii. What type of work will be done,  

iv. Who the (City/County Name) can contact for specific details or related questions, and  

v. Any permit seeking approval under application. 

vi. Following a joint meeting between the applicant and the (City/County Name), the (City/County 

Name) shall deny or approve the application within 10 calendar days. 

b) Upon final approval, any required permit permitted shall be deemed issued. 

 

(5) Related Fees. 

a) Any fee imposed by (City/County Name) to review an application, issue a permit, or perform any 

other activity related to a broadband network project shall be reasonable, cost based, and 

nondiscriminatory to all applicants.  

b) Any application fee that exceeds $100.00 shall be considered unreasonable unless (City/County 

Name) can provide documentation justifying such fee based on a specific cost. 
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(6) Other Information.  

a) Double Fee: No City or County shall require an application or permit(s) when already approved 

by an authorized state or federal jurisdiction. Provider shall notify and provide a copy of the 

approved permit to the single-point-of-contact at the City or County prior to access of right-of-

way within the City or County jurisdiction. 

b) Application Validity Timeline: Any approved application shall be valid for six months from 

the date of approval.  Should a provider not commence the service request qualified in the 

approved application within six months, the application shall expire, and it shall require a new 

permit approval and any associated fees, as applicable. 

c) Single Service Drop:  A City or County shall not require a permit for a broadband service 

provider to perform an installation of broadband service at an individual customer’s service 

address as long as the facility being utilized only transverses a deminimis portion of the public 

right-of-way to reach the customer’s property. The provider must still comply with the provisions 

of Chapter 9 of Title 25 of the O.C.G.A. 

  

(7)  (City/County Name) acknowledges: 

a) A Georgia Certified Broadband Ready Community has an affirmative duty to notify the Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs of any changes to the information submitted as part of its 

application; and  

b) Failure to notify Georgia Department of Community Affairs of changes may result in revocation 

of (City/County Name)’s Broadband Ready Certification, should the certification be granted. 

 

(8) This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the governing body upon final 

reading. 

 

PASSED AND SO ORDERED, this  day of  , 2019. 

 

 

 

 
(Mayor’s Name) 

Mayor 

(City/County Name) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following EXAMPLE, drafted by Georgia Department of Community Affairs, is available to assist 

City’s and County’s in drafting their own ordinance or policy. Cities and counties should consult with their 

legal counsel concerning the appropriate approach for their respective communities to customize as 

necessary to comply with any local laws, rules, procedures or policies. 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 

Applicant ...................................................................Kyle Woody  

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 21-04 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from R-A (Residential 

Agriculture) to RSR (Residential Sub-Rural)  

 

Proposed Use ............................................................To sub-divide parcel for purpose of building 

a primary residence  

 

Current Zoning ........................................................R-A (Residential Agriculture) 

 

Size .............................................................................1.5± acres 

 

Location ....................................................................Woodbrook Farm Rd 

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................097 009 

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................March 16, 2021 

 

Board of Commission Date .....................................April 15, 2021  

 

 

Applicant Proposal 
 

The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from R-A (Residential Agriculture) to RSR 

(Residential Sub Rural) for the purpose of subdividing a 1.5-acre tract out of the parent parcel of 

167.73 acres to build a primary residence.   

 

History and Existing Land Uses  

Mr. Woody’s family purchased the property in 2018.  The parcel consists of farm and pasture 

land located off of the Etowah River.   

 

 

   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North R-A Vacant Farm Land  

South   R-A Residential Single Family 

East RSRMM Single Family Residential 

West R-A Vacant Farm Land 
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Development Support and Constraints 

 Minimal development has occurred in this area consisting mostly of single family or 

manufactured homes on residentially zoned rural properties. The proposed use should not 

produce a notable impact on the surrounding area. 

  

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Mixed Use Village.  

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department –“Private access road located just off of SR 9 South.  Paved 

Access to the subject property.”  

 

Environmental Health Department –The Dawson County Board of Health minimum lot 

size requirement is .75 acre for a parcel that is connected to public water, and 1.5 acres for a 

parcel that will use a private water source. If you are planning to create a 1.5 acre parcel, this 

will meet the Board of Health's basic requirement in either case. 

 

The feasibility for the issuance of a septic system construction permit on your lot cannot be 

determined until an application has been filed and we perform a site evaluation.  

Mimihaven1   

 

Emergency Services – No comments necessary. 

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – If development is needed, EWSA specifications must 

be followed.  There is an existing water main on Hwy 9. 

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments necessary. 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

 It does not conform to the Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan but fits with the 

character of the area and is a significantly less intensive use.    
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The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 

 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Surrounding property use is residential single family which consists of either RA or 

RSRMM zoned properties. A RSR parcel exists to the north of this project but is not 

contiguous. 

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

Property values should not be diminished as the proposed zoning is of a higher use than 

the original zoning, additionally the construction of a single family residence on the 

property should result in an increase of property values. 

 

 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

No destruction of values should occur as the zoning is of a higher use accompanied by 

single family residential construction on said property. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

No hardship is noted and the increase in property values constitutes a public gain. 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The location, topography and requested use are suitable for the proposed land use 

classification of RSR. 

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

The property is being parceled out of a larger tract (approx. 170 acres) has historically 

been vacant land and or farmland. Adjoining lands to the east were developed as mobile 

home lots in the late 1980’s. Other surrounding properties have historically been used as 

single family residential or farmland on lots typically greater than 5 acres. 

 

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

No special hardships to the applicant or surrounding property owners have been noted. 
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Pictures of Property: 
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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Topography:  
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Aerial: 
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Site Plan: 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT  

 

Applicant ...................................................................Corey Gutherie 

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 21-05 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from R-A (Residential 

Agriculture) to RRE (Residential Rural 

Estate)  

 

Proposed Use ............................................................To sub-divide parcel  

 

Current Zoning ........................................................R-A (Residential Agriculture) 

 

Size .............................................................................6± acres 

 

Location .................................................................... Sweetwater Juno Road  

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................053 015 

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................March 16, 2021 

 

Board of Commission Date .....................................April 15, 2021  

 

 

Applicant Proposal       
 

The applicant is seeking to rezone approximately 6 acres of TMP 053-015 (a 184.7 acre tract) the 

property from R-A (Residential Agriculture) to RRE (Residential Rural Estate) for the purpose 

of dividing the property in accordance with the RRE zoning guidelines and selling the parcels.     

 

History and Existing Land Uses  

The land was purchased in 2020 by the current owner.    

 

 

   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North R-A Residential Agricultural 

South   R-A Residential Agricultural 

East R-A Residential Agricultural 

West R-A Residential Agricultural 
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Development Support and Constraints 

 

A rezoning of these parcels to RRE would allow the applicant maximum yield of the land for 

residential use. RRE zoning is compatible with the surrounding RA zonings, many of which are 

in the range of 3 acres.   

  

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Residential Agricultural. While not in compliance with the 

Future Land Use Map it does fit the general character of the area.   

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department –“Asphalt major collector road connecting SR 53 and SR 183.  

Moderate traffic flow-no geometric issues noted.  Road was recently rehabilitated with full 

depth reclaiming and repairing.” 

 

Environmental Health Department – No comments returned.    

 

Emergency Services – No comments returned.   

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority –“Parcel served by well and septic.”  

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments necessary.   

 

Georgia Department of Transportation –No comments necessary. 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

 A rezoning to RRE, while not conforming to the Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive 

Plan; however, given the fact that RRE is intended to be an offshoot of RA in current zoning 

this proposal fits with the general character of the area.    
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The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 

 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Properties surrounding the parcel are zoned residential (R-A).    

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

There should be no diminishment of property values. 

 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes 

the health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  

 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification.     

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

The homes are currently occupied by renters.    

  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The applicant is looking to sell two homes which are present on a tract of approximately 

187 acres to one individual. The buyer was willing to buy 5 acres of the larger tract which 

would encompass the two homes, however he was unable to receive bank financing for 

two homes on one parcel. The Planning Department met with the applicant and offered 

the solution of rezoning to RRE with two three acre tracts separating the two residences 

and providing viable financing option for the purchaser.         
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Pictures of Property: 
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Plat: 
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Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map:  
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Topography:  
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Aerial: 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 

Applicant ...................................................................Larry Bishop  

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 21-06 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from R-A (Residential 

Agriculture) to RSR (Residential Sub-Rural)  

 

Proposed Use ............................................................Rezone property for the purpose of gifting 

of his son 1 acre for the placement of a 

manufactured home. 

 

Current Zoning ........................................................R-A (Residential Agriculture)  

 

Size .............................................................................2.0± acres 

 

Location ....................................................................Etowah River Road  

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................104 022 

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................March 16, 2021 

 

Board of Commission Date………………………..April 15, 2021  

 

 

Applicant Proposal 
 

Mr. Bishop and his brother are in the process of closing out his mother’s estate and in order to do 

so, the parcel will need to be sub-divided according to the RSR guidelines.  He would not be able 

to subdivide the parcel with the current R-A zoning classification.   

 

History and Existing Land Uses  

Mr. Bishop’s family have owned the property for many years and it currently has his mother’s 

home along with an additional residence belonging to a family member.       

 

 

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North R-A Residential 

South R-A Residential 

East R-A  Residential 

West R-A Residential 
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Development Support and Constraints 

 

Having the land zoned for a Residential Sub-Rural would allow the owner to sub divide the 

parcel. 

  

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Sub-Rural Residential.     

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department – “Asphalt minor collector road.  Moderate traffic flow.” 

 

Environmental Health Department – No comments returned but both structures have 

existing septic systems.    

 

Emergency Services – No returned.   

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – Sanitary sewer not in this location currently-septic 

only.  If development required, EWSA specifications.   

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments necessary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

 It does conform to the Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan and meets the general 

character of the area with existing uses.   
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 The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Properties surrounding the parcel are zoned residential (R-A) with residential homes 

both stick-built and manufactured.      

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

There should be no diminishment of property values. 

 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  

 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification and falls within the general 

character of the area.   

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

It is not vacant; a portion of the parcel is occupied by the applicant.    

  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The rezoning of the parcel would bring the property into compliance with the Future Land 

Use Plan.     
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Pictures of Property: 
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Current Zoning Map: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

82



  

6 
 

Future Land Use Map: 
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Topography:  
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Aerial: 

 

 

 

  

85



  

9 
 

Plats: 
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Background 
DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Emergency Services             Work Session: 04.01.21 
 
Prepared By: Danny Thompson                                       Voting Session: 04.15.21 
 
Presenter: Danny Thompson                 Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Paramedic Pay Adjustment and Educational Incentive 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No   X 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve agenda item 

Department Head Authorization: DT        Date: 3.17.21 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 3/23/21 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 03/23/2021  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Dawson County currently staffs three Advanced Life Support (ALS) medical transport units and has 

two ALS engine companies. At each of the fire stations with an ALS engine, it houses a reserve med 

unit that can be placed in-service as needed by the duty chief. 

Dawson County Emergency Services currently has 7 full-time and 2 part-time paramedic positions. We 

have only received 1 paramedic application for full-time employment in the last 6 months. We are 

struggling to recruit and retain paramedics to continue to provide ALS ambulance coverage for our 

citizens and visitors. I have included three proposals for a paramedic pay increase, as well as an 

educational incentive program for employees to attend paramedic school. 
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[affix seal here] 
 
 

Danny Thompson, Director 

Dawson County Fire & Emergency Services 
393 Memory Lane 

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534 

 

EMS C ERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM  

This EMS Certification Requirement Acknowledgement Form is dated 

_________________________, 20___, regarding the applicant named below and his or her 

potential employment with Dawson County, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia (the 

“County”), as a Paramedic for Dawson County Emergency Services. 

WHEREAS, __________________________________ (insert name here) (the “Applicant”) has 

made application to be employed by the County as a Paramedic with Dawson County Emergency 

Services; and 

WHEREAS, Applicant understands that should he/she be hired as an employee by the County in 

this capacity, Dawson County Emergency Services requires a minimum level of emergency 

medical services (“EMS”) certification of Georgia Department of Public Health Paramedic, 

hereinafter referred to as “Paramedic Certification”; and 

WHEREAS, the County is willing to assume and afford certain costs associated with training and 

certifying Applicant as a Paramedic; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to have well-trained Paramedic employed with Dawson County 

Emergency Services; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of Dawson County Fire & Emergency Services is referred to herein as 

the “Director”; and 

WHEREAS, Applicant understands and acknowledges that in the event he/she is hired as a 

paramedic for Dawson County Emergency Services, he/she must obtain the Paramedic 

Certification within twenty-four (24) months of his/her initial hire date.   

NOW THEREFORE, the Applicant hereby acknowledges the following:   

SECTION 1. 

The recitals stated above are incorporated herein. 

SECTION 2. 

The County may elect to do the following: 

A. Grant Applicant a conditional offer of employment to be a Paramedic with the County 

subject to his/her successful completion of Dawson County Emergency Services 

requirements including, but not limited to: Paramedic Certification and all other applicable 

Federal, State and local requirements; and 

 

B. Provide such training and instruction as the County, in its sole discretion, deems 

appropriate;  
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C. Pay up to a maximum of FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000.00) toward costs directly 

associated with Applicant’s Paramedic Certification, if such certification program is 

approved by the Director in advance.  

 

D. Pay Applicant his/her full wages during any period in which he/she is being trained. 

 

SECTION 3. 

In the event the County elects to complete those items in Section 2 above, then, in that event, 

Applicant understands and acknowledges as follows: 

A. Applicant understands that should he/she fail to meet the required minimum certification 

requirements within twenty-four (24) months of his/her hire date, then Applicant’s 

employment with the County will be terminated. 

 

B. Applicant understands that once he/she achieves his/her paramedic Certification, 

Applicant shall remain employed with the County for a minimum of twenty-four (24) 

months from the date he/she achieves Paramedic certification. 

 

C. If Applicant voluntarily resigns employment with the County within twenty-four (24) 

months of his/her completion of Paramedic Certification, he/she shall reimburse the 

County all funds contributed toward the cost of Applicant’s Paramedic Certification (max. 

$5,000.00) based on the following scale: 

 

Resign during the first six (6) months        – 100% 

Resign between six (6) and twelve (12) months        – 75% 

Resign between twelve (12) and eighteen (18) months     – 50% 

Resign between eighteen (18) and twenty-four (24) months  – 25%  

 

D. Applicant agrees that should he/she separate employment with the County for any reason 

after twenty-four (24) months of successful completion of Paramedic Certification then 

no reimbursement will be required. 

 

E. If the County terminates Applicant’s employment for any reason at any time, then no 

reimbursement shall be required.  

 

F. Applicant agrees to apply for applicable grants and/or scholarships (e.g., Pell Grant, Hope 

Scholarship) to offset the costs associated with the Paramedic Certification.  

 

SECTION 4. 

 

Applicant understands that employment with the Dawson County Emergency Services is 

contingent upon his/her completion of a working test period of six (6) months from Applicant’s 
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hire date and continued performance to the satisfaction of the Dawson County Emergency Services. 

Nothing contained herein shall be construed as a promise or agreement by either the County or 

Dawson County Emergency Services to retain Applicant as a Paramedic for Dawson County 

Emergency Services for any guaranteed length of time. Applicant’s employment with the 

County/Dawson County Emergency Services shall at all times remain at will.  

SECTION 5. 

The County and the Dawson County Emergency Services do not, by any terms and/or conditions 

herein, waive any of the rights, privileges, or prerogatives they possess pursuant to the Dawson 

County Code of Ordinances, Rules and Regulations of the Dawson County Emergency Services, 

Dawson County policies, or any other handbook, rule or regulation of the County and/or Dawson 

County Emergency Services. 

SECTION 6. 

Applicant acknowledges that he/she has examined and understands the terms and conditions stated 

herein and has the right to consult an attorney prior to executing the same. 

SECTION 7. 

The invalidity of any portion of this acknowledgement form will not and shall not affect the validity 

of any other provision.  In the event that any provision of this acknowledgement form is held to be 

invalid the parties agree that the remaining provisions shall be deemed in full force and effect as if 

they have been executed by both parties subsequent to the expungement of the invalid provision. 

SECTION 8. 

No modification of the terms and conditions herein shall be binding unless evidenced in a 

subsequent writing and signed by both the Applicant and the County. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Applicant’s Name (Printed)                            Date 

_____________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Signature  

  

       

Subscribed or acknowledged before me this ____ day of _______________, 20___. 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Notary Public (for Applicant’s signature only)     [notary seal]   

 

My Commission expires:     

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Approved by: Director of Emergency Services                                                      Date 

________________________________________________________________________    

Approved by:  Director of Human Resources               Date 
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Dawson County Fire & 
Emergency Services

Paramedic Pay & Educational Incentive
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Background

• 4 Advanced Life Support Med Units

• 2* Advanced Life Support Engine Companies 

• 4 Basic Life Support Engine Companies

We must have 4 Paramedics a shift to fulfill our service delivery 
model
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Attrition 

• In the last couple of weeks we have lost 3 fulltime Paramedics to 
other services for pay.

• Paramedics are leaving for 5K to 15K annual raises

• 7 fulltime Firefighter/Paramedic vacancies

• 6 parttime Firefighter/Paramedic vacancies

• We have received 1 fulltime Firefighter/Paramedic application in 
the last 6 months
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Cost of Replacing a Paramedic 

• $600.00- Uniforms

• $3,000.00- Firefighter Gear

• $300.00- Drug Screens, background checks, job postings

• $2,884- Administrative costs

• $5,800.00- FTO program

• $12,584.00- Cost to hire a new Paramedic

Years of experience and knowledge, Priceless
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Paramedic Pay & Educational Incentive Program

• Offer a $5,000.00 educational incentive to potential Paramedic 
candidates

• This will be a 2 year contractual obligation for the employee(s) 
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Paramedic Pay & Educational Incentive Program

Option A:

$2.00 hourly stipend to ride the med unit

Salary Cost- $67,104.00

FICA 7.65%- $5,133.45

Defined Contribution 5%- $3,355.20

Cost to County- $75,592.65
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Paramedic Pay & Educational Incentive Program

Option B:

10% across the board for Paramedics

Salary -$136,236.83

FICA 7.65%- $10,422.11

Defined Contribution 5%- $6,811.84

County Costs- $153,470.78
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Paramedic Pay & Educational Incentive Program

Option C:

$8,000.00 Annual Bonus for fulltime Paramedics

$4,000.00 Annual Bonus for parttime Paramedics (600 hour min.) 

Salary- $184,000.00

FICA 7.65%- $14,076.00

Defined Contribution 5%- $9,200.00

County Costs- $207,276.00
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Recommendation

Option A

• We request $76,000.00 added 3630 budget

• We request $15,000.00 educational incentive for Paramedic school
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Questions
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Emergency Services             Work Session: 04.1.21 
 
Prepared By: Danny Thompson                                       Voting Session: 04.15.21 
 
Presenter: Danny Thompson                 Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Purchase of Ambulance 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                              

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

Fire      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Approve agenda item 

Department Head Authorization: FDT        Date: 3.21.21 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 3/23/21 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 3/23/2021  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The current ambulance and equipment cost proposal is $395,294 from our vendor, Ten-8 Fire. Dawson 

County Emergency Services has $240,000 in impact fee funds. We request approval from the Board of 

Commissioners of $155,294 to move forward with this purchase. There are no available demos and the 

current build-out time is 12 months. The purchase will be made on the Florida Sheriffs Association 

cooperative purchasing agreement 20-VEF-14.01. 

The Dawson County Board of Commissioners reinstated impact fees. The purpose of these fees is to 

assist in off-setting the costs of services that are impacted by expanding growth. Dawson Fire & 

Emergency Services maintains a total of five ambulances. We currently have three 2016 and two 2017 

units in service. We are currently seeing escalating annual maintenance costs, coupled with increased 

out-of-service time with some of our units. All of our units have over 130,000 miles and Med 6 has 

180,000. In an effort to ensure we are able to meet the community’s needs and provide safe and reliable 

medical transportation, we request the use of impact fee funding to purchase an ambulance.   
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Ten-8 Fire and Safety Equipment 

1591 Collier Road 

Forsyth, GA  31029 
 

Dawson County Purchasing Department                                              March 19, 2021 

25 Justice Way, Suite 2223 

Dawsonville, Ga. 30534 

Attention Melissa Hawk 

 

Ms. Hawk, 

Ten-8 Fire and Safety, LLC, representing Osage Ambulance., would like to thank you 

for the opportunity to provide a proposal for an ambulance and equipment for Dawson 

County. 

 

Pricing is per Florida Sherriff’s bid FSA 20-VEF-14.01 Ambulances and Other 

Equipment. Ambulance Type1 4x2 Regular Cab Diesel Engine. Utilizing the choice for a 

4x4. 

 

Utilizing the choice for a 4x4A 2022 Ram 5500 4x4 192” WB ambulance chassis with an 

Osage Industries Super Warrior Ambulance conversion, for $272,169 plus equipment of 

$123,085, for a Total price of $395,254. 

 

 

We look forward to your response and please advise if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 

David Bartley 

Sales Representative 
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Equipment List 

GEORGIA HOOK 6FT 1 each 

IRONS, AXE, PROBAR AND STRAP 1 each 

EXTINGUISH 2.5G H20,1 each 

X3 AIRPACK DUAL EBSS, BUDDY BRTH, PAK TRACKER 

PASS,2 each 

CYLINDER 4500 45 MIN EACH 4 each 

SCOTT MASK AV-3000 HT SIZE (1) LARGE, (1) MEDIUM  

BALLISTIC HELMET ARAMID BLACK 2 each 

GH Armor Pro Vest Level 3A,2 each 

CVEST PFD L/XL RED, 2each  

HAVOC WATER RESCUE HELMET, RED,2 each  

RUG-6252 STAIR-PRO STAIR CHAIR, 1 each 

MTS POWER LOAD,1 each 

POWER PRO XT 1 each  

LUCAS 3 CHEST COMP. SYSTEM 1 each 

LIFEPAK 15 MONITOR/DEFIB REFURBISHED EACH 1  

DELL LATITUDE 5420 W/WINDOWS 10, i3,8GB, EACH 2  

MOTOROLA XPR7550 & XPR5550E RADIOS QUOTE 

222002150 1 each 

Red STAT Pack G3 perfusion,1 each 

Curaplex Oxygen and Trauma Bag 1 each 
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