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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

TO IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

   

A.  ROLL CALL 

B.  OPENING PRESENTATION 
1. Proclamation Recognizing Elections and Voter Registration 

C.  INVOCATION 

D.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

E.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

F.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes of the Work Session held on December 17, 2020  
2. Minutes of the Voting Session held on December 17, 2020 

G.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

H.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

I.  PUBLIC HEARING 
1. Land Use Resolution Update – Residential Planned Community Zoning District Road 

Maintenance (2nd of 2 hearings; 1st hearing was held at the January 19, 2021, Planning 

Commission meeting) 

J.  ZONINGS 
1. ZA 20-21 - George Butler as agent for owners requests to rezone TMP 097-099 from RA 

(Residential Agriculture) to RS2 (Residential Suburban 2) for the purpose of developing a 

194-residential-lot subdivision (Dawson Forest Road East). 

 
2. ZA 20-23 - Miles, Hansford & Tallant requests to rezone TMP 113-044-006 from COI 

(Commercial Office Institutional) to CHI (Commercial Highway Intensive) for the purpose 

of developing a garden center (Prominence Court and Kilough Church Road). 

 
3. ZA 20-27 - Dawson County requests to rezone TMP 113-001 and 113-092 from CHB 

(Commercial Highway Business) to RMF (Residential Multi-Family) and CHB for the 

purpose of developing a commercial component and multi-family dwellings. (The Public 

Hearing for ZA 20-27 is Postponed Until February 18, 2021) 

K.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Request for Funding for Comprehensive Security System Upgrade 
2. Consideration of Family Connection Fiscal Agent Request 
3. Consideration of Veterans Memorial Park Pavilion Rental Fee 
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4. Consideration of a Resolution Requesting the Calling of a Special Election to Impose a 

County One Percent Special Purpose Local Option Sales and Use Tax 

L.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

M.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

*Executive Session may follow the Voting Session meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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DAWSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

 
IN RECOGNITION 

 OF DAWSON COUNTY ELECTIONS AND VOTER REGISTRATION 
 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, One of the most fundamental and sacred rights of our country is the right to vote. Each election 
year, we reaffirm voting as a civic duty among our people and encourage friends, family and neighbors to 
exercise their right to vote; and 

WHEREAS, It is up to each individual to exercise that right, which so many struggled to obtain and protect. It 
is important for voters to participate in every election; and 

WHEREAS, The COVID-19 pandemic had a far-reaching effect on the elections of 2020, including causing 
many experienced poll workers to stay home due to health risks; and 

WHEREAS, The elections of 2020 and the January 5, 2021, Georgia U.S. Senate runoff were of paramount 
importance, and the outcome of these elections directly impacts the citizens of Dawson County. The leaders 
elected are our decision makers in our community and our voice in Atlanta and Washington, D.C. When we do 
not take full advantage of the right to vote, we not only give away our voice but the ability to shape our 
community’s future. 

WHEREAS, Glenda Ferguson, director of Dawson County Elections and Voter Registration, her mighty team 
of two staff members and a dedicated board of directors steered our community through an unprecedented 
election season; and  

WHEREAS, Amidst all the changes and challenges, election administrators and poll workers, including many 
with experience and many stepping up and being trained for the first time, played a critical role in helping 
voters safely and securely access their ballots with face coverings, hand sanitizer and sanitized pens in polling 
places; and 

WHEREAS, To learn new voting equipment, educate the public and to recruit and train additional poll workers 
required long hours and creativity by election staff and poll workers; and 

WHEREAS, In order to recognize the significant efforts made by election administrators and poll workers, the 
Dawson County Board of Commissioners urges voters, businesses, organizations, public officials and all 
candidates for public office across our county to join in celebrating and thanking these individuals; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Dawson County Board of Commissioners does hearby proclaim January 21, 2021, as 

DAWSON COUNTY ELECTIONS AND VOTER REGISTRATION DAY. 
 
        Attest: 
 
              
Billy Thurmond, Chairman     Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – DECEMBER 17, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; 

Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; County Attorney Paul Frickey; County Clerk Kristen 

Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. District 1 Commissioner Sharon Fausett, 

District 4 Commissioner Julie Hughes Nix and County Manager David Headley were not 

present. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Presentation of Request for Funding for Comprehensive Security System Upgrade- Sheriff 

Jeff Johnson / IT Director Herman Thompson 

This item, presented by Sheriff’s Office Captain Anthony Davis, will be placed on the 

January 21, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

2. Presentation of Family Connection Fiscal Agent Request- Family Connection Coordinator 

Nancy Stites 

This item will be placed on the January 21, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

3. Presentation of Request for Approval of FY 2021 Legacy Link Contract Addendum No. 1- 

Senior Services Director Dawn Johnson 

This item will be added to the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

4. Presentation of Veterans Memorial Park Pavilion Rental Fee- Parks & Recreation Director 

Matt Payne 

This item will be placed on the January 21, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

5. Presentation of Proposed Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax Intergovernmental 

Agreement- County Attorney Angela Davis 

This item, presented by Public Works Director David McKee and County Attorney 

Frickey, will be placed on the January 21, 2021, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

6. Presentation of Board Appointments: 

a. Parks & Recreation 

i. Tony Keller- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2024) 

                   ii.   Spencer Wright- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2024) 

b. Development Authority 

i.  Dennis Fedoruk- replacing Mike Ball (Term: January 2021 through December 

            2024) 

        This item will be added to the December 17, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

7. County Manager Report 

This item, presented by Chief Financial Officer Vickie Neikirk, was for information only. 
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8. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney Frickey had no information to report and requested an Executive 

Session following the Voting Session. 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – DECEMBER 17, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 4:00 PM WORK SESSION 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Chris Gaines, 

District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; County Attorney Paul Frickey; County 

Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. District 1 Commissioner Sharon 

Fausett, District 4 Commissioner Julie Hughes Nix and County Manager David Headley were 

not present. 

 

INVOCATION: Chairman Thurmond 

        

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Chairman Thurmond announced that the next regularly scheduled Board of Commissioners 

meeting would be held on January 21, 2021. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on December 3, 2020. 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on December 3, 2020. 

Gaines/Satterfield 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the agenda with the following changes: 

 Addition of No. 7 under New Business: 

o Request for Approval of FY 2021 Legacy Link Contract Addendum No. 1 

 Addition of items c. and d. under No. 5 (Consideration of Board Appointments) under 

New Business: 

o Parks & Recreation: Tony Keller- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through 

December 2024); and Spencer Wright- reappointment (Term: January 2021 

through December 2024) 

o Development Authority: Dennis Fedoruk- replacing Mike Ball (Term: January 

2021 through December 2024) 

 

Gaines/Satterfield 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

ZONINGS: 

Chairman Thurmond announced that if anyone contributed more than $250 to the commissioners 

or chairman in the past two years and wished to speak they would have to fill out a disclosure 
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form, which would be made available to them. Under normal program, 10 minutes is given to 

those who wish to speak in favor of or opposition to with some redirect, time permitting. 

 

ZA 20-08 - Fox Creek Properties requests to rezone TMP 112-109, 104-065, 112-019, 112-013, 

113-057-002 and 112-018 from RA (Residential Agriculture), RPC (Residential Planned 

Community), CHB (Commercial Highway Business), CPCD (Commercial Planned Community 

Development) and COI (Commercial Office Institution) to Mixed Use Village for the purpose of 

developing single-family, multi-family, retail/commercial/office, hotel, and light industrial uses 

(Georgia 400 and Lumpkin Campground Road). 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said Fox Creek Properties seeks to rezone 

just more than 500 acres at the corner of Lumpkin Campground Road and Highway 400. “This is 

the third time in the past two years that the board has heard a request of this nature in regards to 

this property with some sort of variation,” said Kinley. He added that, when looking at a mixed-

use village zoning classification for the first time, the Planning department examines seven 

different criteria, including: proposed uses; number of units per use; designated areas of use; 

open space, amenities, road systems and access points; location of wetlands and streams; public 

and private streets; and name of the development. Kinley discussed the current zoning density 

compared to the proposed zoning density. “Mixed-use village is defined in our comprehensive 

plan as a ‘live, work, play’ community that is centered around a village center with civic open 

space,” he said. “The most important idea of the mixed-use village is the idea of public space, 

which is accessible by walking or bike paths and feathered density surrounding the center. 

Mixed-use villages should be a balance of jobs and housing in a creative, planned community 

with corner stores, specialty boutiques and small grocers.” Kinley added, “It is in the opinion of 

the Planning department that this plan does a good job of providing an environmentally friendly 

concept while checking the boxes for the requirements for the mixed-use village zoning 

classification. However, at its core, it doesn’t really provide that village center that is described 

within our comprehensive plan as a ‘live, work, play’ community.” Kinley said the Planning 

Commission recommended approval of the request with the stipulation that the applicant work 

with staff in regards to a timeline for the development of the industrial component in conjunction 

with the residential component, so that the residential component would not be developed 

without some type of commercial component. Kinley said the applicant sent an email to the 

Planning department requesting to withdraw the application without prejudice.       

 

Applicant Kenneth Wood, Peachtree Corners, Georgia, said, “We came before the Planning 

Commission several times and we’ve refined the plan multiple times…” He discussed the 

reiterations of the plan, particularly after discussions with the Development Authority and 

neighbors. “Where we are now: we know we have the right zoning in talking to staff … We 

know we can come up with an even more creative plan,” said Wood. “We’ve already got some 

ideas of what we’ve done in some different developments down in Forsyth [County] to bring in 

commercial, have more of a green space in the community area. We talked about how [to] situate 

the potential fire station site” and meet the commercial-residential component stipulation. He 

said granting the request for withdrawal would allow Fox Creek Properties ample time to revise 

plans for the proposed development. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application. 

 

None spoke in favor of the application. 
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The following spoke in opposition of the application: 

 

 Bill Minor, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Bruce Duncil, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Hugh Stowers Jr., Dawsonville, Georgia, 

 Sabrina Needy, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Ken Ruffner, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Keith Pagel, Dawsonville, Georgia, submitted a comment in opposition of the 

application, which was read aloud by Chairman Thurmond 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the 

application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the request for withdrawal of ZA 20-08 without prejudice. 

Gaines/Satterfield 

ZA 20-18 - The Pacific Group requests to rezone TMP 106-053 and 106-052 from RS 

(Residential Suburban) to RS3 (Residential Suburban 3) for the purpose of developing a 183 

residential lot subdivision (Dawson Forest Road). 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said the Pacific Group seeks to rezone 68.5 

acres from RS to RS2 for the purpose of developing a 137-lot conservation neighborhood with 

amenities. The parcels are located adjacent to The Woods development that was approved in 

2019. “Mr. Seifert and his associates have made many concessions since submitting their 

original zoning application and site plan,” said Kinley. “They have met with adjoining property 

owners, Planning staff and local officials in an attempt to mitigate concerns. The total number of 

lots have decreased, an amenity area has been added, in addition to increased buffers surrounding 

the development.” Kinley said the original application and site plan requested 183 lots. He said 

the Planning Commission recommended denial of the application. 

 

Applicant Kevin Seifert of the Pacific Group said the 61 acres on parcel 106-053 could be 

permitted for 61 homes, “thus the same sized lots that we’re proposing could be developed today 

without rezoning, and those homes could be built with zero conditions … without having to 

come before this board.” In addition, he said, the lots could have access to Country Crossings, 

Grizzle Road and “this would also add 61 homeowners who could use the existing amenities of 

County Crossings.” Seifert listed numerous adjustments and commitments made by the Pacific 

Group following Planning Commission meetings and based on concerns it heard. He also 

mentioned numerous conditions the Pacific Group is willing to meet should the rezoning be 

approved. He said a traffic study and Developments of Regional Impact (DRI) were returned 

with no significant issues. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application. 

 

The following spoke in opposition of the application: 

 

 Jerry Feagin, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Sabrina Needy, Dawsonville, Georgia 
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 Bruce Duncil, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Ken Ruffner, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Taylor Adkins, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Bob Michaelson, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Doug Hughes, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 

None spoke in favor of the application. 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the 

application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve ZA 20-18 with the following stipulations: 

1. Total lot count shall not exceed 137 lots; 

2. This shall be a conservation design and shall abide by Article X of the Land Use 

Ordinance; 

3. There shall be a minimum 150-foot undisturbed buffer to all properties to the north, west 

and south of the community as shown on Exhibit C, the Zoning Site Plan. The allowed 

deviations from the 150 feet are represented on Exhibit C;  

4. Carriage-style garage doors with decorative hardware or other embellishments shall be 

used on all homes and each home shall have not less than a two-car garage; 

5. The roofing material used on all homes shall be cedar shake, three-tab architectural-

/dimensional-style asphalt shingles or metal as appropriate to the architectural style of 

each home as determined by the builder; 

6. All overhangs, including gables and side gables, will have a minimum of a 12-inch 

overhang on all sides; 

7. The developer shall use a variety of techniques to avoid the monotonous appearance of 

identical homes. Such techniques may employ, among others, the use of differing front 

elevations, architectural styles, building exteriors and other similar techniques so that no 

house is the same as any house directly in front or on either adjacent side of it;   

8. All roofs and gables shall be of a pitch no less than 8/12. This condition shall not apply to 

dormers, porches, bay windows and third-floor retreats; 

9. All homes shall have a minimum of two 12-inch house and foundation offsets in the 

front;  

10. Poured concrete retaining walls visible from the right of way must be painted or faced 

with stone or brick. No wooden retaining walls over 3 feet in height shall be permitted; 

11. The exterior materials for all homes shall consist of brick, stone, cement-based lap siding, 

cement-based siding panels, cedar and/or shake; 

12. The front facade of all homes shall have a minimum of 45 percent brick, stone and/or 

shake with accents, such as but not limited to HardiePlank-lap siding; 

13. Homes shall have a minimum heated floor area of 1,800 square feet. At least 75 percent 

of the homes shall have a minimum heated floor area of 2,200 square feet; 

14. All roof vents, pipes and other roof equipment (except chimneys) shall be located on the 

rear elevations and shall be painted to match the color of the roof; 

15. No above-ground swimming pools shall be permitted; 

16. No window air conditioning unit may be installed; 

17. Developer shall allow Georgia Native Plant Society to rescue any native plants prior to 

grading the property; 

18. Developer shall provide an amenity area with a pool, cabana and playground; 
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19. Developer shall construct a 4-foot-tall four-board fence to include hog wire running the 

entire length of the northern shared property line with Country Crossings Recreation 

Association Inc. This fence shall be located on the property line where the shared 

property line falls south of the creek and shall be located approximately 50 feet south of 

the creek where the property line falls north of the creek; 

20. Prior to final plat approval, $1,000 per lot shall be given by the developer to the county 

for Lumpkin Campground Road improvements; and 

21. Entrance on Dawson Forest Road must include a waterfall feature. 

 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

ZA 20-22 - Jim King on behalf of Piedmont Residential requests to rezone TMP 114-033-005 

from RA (Residential Agriculture) to RMF (Residential Multi-Family) for the purpose of 

developing a 145 semi-detached residential lot subdivision (Dawson Forest Road East). 

Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley said the applicant seeks to rezone 30.48 acres 

at the corner of Highway 53 East and Dawson Forest Road from RA to RMF for the purpose of 

constructing a 145-lot semi-detached home neighborhood. Kinley said the development would be 

situated on the interior portion of the parcel with the outlying road frontage being reserved for 

future commercial developments. “Residential Multi-Family is an appropriate zoning 

classification in line with our comprehensive plan,” said Kinley. “The site plan will have to 

include a second entrance to meet subdivision regulations. The concept of having the residential 

density behind the potential commercial frontage is in line with the 400 Corridor. Although we 

would like to see more of an inclusive development to include the commercial as well, this 

rezoning is just for the interior portion of the property while the rest is to be left vacant.” Kinley 

added, “It is important to note that the Planning department is in the process of updating the 400 

Corridor guidelines. This development will be held to the guidelines that will be in place at the 

time of development unless otherwise stipulated here.” Kinley said the Planning Commission 

recommended denial of the application. Kinley said the applicant sent an email to the Planning 

department requesting to withdraw the application without prejudice.       

 

Applicant Jim King said that, when the initial application came before the Planning Commission, 

“Piedmont Homes was only buying the central portion of this property, allowing about 300 feet 

of depth around Dawson Forest Road and 53 for future commercial that he would develop 

himself. There’s nothing that he could really do with the interior portion so it was going to be a 

mixed-use development, but we didn’t have any information or any control on the commercial 

piece,” said King. King said his client, following the Planning Commission meeting, persuaded 

the property owner that “we would have a much better development if we incorporated the entire 

property together, and that’s what we plan to do.” He said a comprehensive look will be taken of 

the entire property, to include both the commercial and residential, with plans to bring a request 

back before the board. 

 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to 

speak either for or against the application. 

 

None spoke in favor of the application. 

 

The following spoke in opposition of the application: 
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 Jerry Feagin, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 Bruce Duncil, Dawsonville, Georgia 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the 

application and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the request for withdrawal of ZA 20-22 without prejudice. 

Gaines/Satterfield 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Request for Approval of FY 2021 State Public Defender Contract 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Request for Approval of the FY 2021 State Public Defender 

Contract. Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Request for Approval of FY 2021 Public Defender Intergovernmental 

Agreement Between Dawson and Hall Counties 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Request for Approval of the FY 2021 Public Defender 

Intergovernmental Agreement Between Dawson and Hall Counties. Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Application Approval Request 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the 2021 Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant Application 

Approval Request. Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Request for Funding and Contract with EagleView Imagery 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Request for Funding and Contract with EagleView Imagery. 

Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Board Appointments: 

 Board of Tax Assessors 

o Sam Gutherie- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2025) 

 Planning Commission  

o Jason Hamby, District 1- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

2021) 

o John Maloney, District 2- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

2022) 

o Tim Bennett, District 3- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

2021) 

o Neil Hornsey, District 4- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 

2022) 

 Parks & Recreation 

o Tony Keller- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2024) 

o Spencer Wright- reappointment (Term: January 2021 through December 2024 

 Development Authority 

o Dennis Fedoruk- replacing Mike Ball (Term: January 2021 through December 

2024) 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the reappointment of Sam Gutherie to the Board of Tax Assessors 

for a term of January 2021 through December 2025. Satterfield/Gaines 
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Motion passed 3-0 to approve the following Planning Commission reappointments: Jason 

Hamby, District 1, for a term of January 2021 through December 2021; John Maloney, District 

2, for a term of January 2021 through December 2022; Tim Bennett, District 3, for a term of 

January 2021 through December 2021; and Neil Hornsey, District 4, for a term of January 2021 

through December 2022. Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the reappointment of Tony Keller and Spencer Wright to the Parks 

& Recreation board for terms of January 2021 through December 2024. Satterfield/Gaines 

 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the appointment of Dennis Fedoruk to the Development Authority 

board for a term of January 2021 through December 2024. Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Annexation #C2100043 (Amended) 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve for the county attorney to prepare correspondence to the city of 

Dawsonville asserting a land use objection concerning Annexation #C2100043 (Amended) 

pursuant to Georgia’s annexations statutes based on a material increase in the burden on the 

county as a result of the increased density and additional infrastructure demands related to the 

proposed change in zoning and land use of the property to be annexed; the county attorney is 

directed to work with staff to include in the letter of support for objection based on the 

information presented at the hearing and details supporting staff’s analysis; and the county 

attorney shall include notice to the city that the county considers the proposed annexation to 

violate Section 36-36-20 with respect to the subdivision of property in an effort to evade the 

requirements of annexation of an entire parcel. Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Consideration of Request for Approval of FY 2021 Legacy Link Contract Addendum No. 1 

Motion passed 3-0 to approve the Request for Approval of FY 2021 Legacy Link Contract 

Addendum No. 1. Satterfield/Gaines 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 

 

Chairman Thurmond and the board recognized outgoing District 4 Commissioner Julie Hughes 

Nix for her many years of service. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Motion passed 3-0 to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation. Gaines/Satterfield 

 

Motion passed 3-0 to come out of Executive Session. Satterfield/Gaines 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Public Works       Work Session: 11/19/20 
 
Prepared By: David McKee               Voting Session: 12/3/20 
 
Presenter: David McKee                 Public Hearing:  Yes x No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Residential Planned Community (RPC) zoning district road maintenance  
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion: Staff recommends the approval to move forward with hearings on the RPC 

language change reference road maintenance. 

 
Department Head Authorization: David McKee                     Date: 10-27-20 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 11/12/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 11/12/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

RPC zoning district specifies that subdivisions developed in RPC zoning district shall remain private. 

There are several existing RPC subdivisions (Chestatee, Big Canoe, Blacks Mill Preserve) as well as 

proposed RPC subdivisions that are either under construction or will soon start. Developers in both 

cases have been and continue to follow the current subdivision regulations, which is clear on the 

procedure to develop roads to a county standard and the process for acceptance into the county 

maintenance system. 

RPC zoning district is the only zoning district that has this language regarding road maintenance. The 

current subdivision regulations clearly specify which standards are to be followed and do not specify a 

zoning district as all roads are treated the same. The subdivision regulations require a development 

package to be submitted to Public Works for approval prior to the bonding of a 21-month period and 

ultimately presentation to the BOC for adoption. At the end of the bonding period all roads and 

infrastructure are inspected and deficiencies are to be repaired by the developer. 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 

Applicant ...................................................................George E Butler II, Agent for Owners 

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 20-21 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from RS (Residential 

Suburban) to RS-2 (Residential Suburban)  

 

Proposed Use ............................................................Single family residential  

 

Current Zoning ........................................................R-A (Residential Agricultural)  

 

Size .............................................................................96.4± acres 

 

Location ....................................................................Dawson Forest  

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................097 099 

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................December 15, 2020 

 

Board of Commission Date………………………..January 21, 2021  

 

 

Applicant Proposal 
 

The applicant is seeking to rezone the property from R-A (Residential Agricultural) to RS-2 

(Residential Sub-urban 2) for the purpose of developing a 194 lot residential conservation 

neighborhood with an overall density 1.73 units per acre.  

 

History and Existing Land Uses  

The parcel was rezoned in 2004 under ZA 04-23 to CPCD and then reverted back to R-A in 2014 

by the County.  The land is currently vacant. 

 

 

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North RSRMM Residential 

South VCR Residential 

East RSRMM Residential 

West C-RB  Residential 
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Development Support and Constraints 

 

The extension of water and sewer. 

  

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Residential Planned Community (RPC).       

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department – Asphalt is in good condition.  FDR in 2016, good vertical and 

horizontal alignment based on concept provided.  Moderate to high traffic flow 

approximately 6500 ADT, no improvements planned by Dawson County at this time.  Public 

Works requests a traffic impact study to be submitted for review that shall include the am and 

pm school traffic, existing school zone and Grizzle road intersection evaluation.     

 

Environmental Health Department – No comments returned.  Development to be serviced 

by Etowah Water and Sewer. 

 

Emergency Services – No comments returned. 

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – Water main upgrades and extensions will be required 

to provide adequate potable and sewer at the developer’s expense.   

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments returned.   

 

Board of Education – Dawson Co. High School capacity 1400 last enrollment 809, DC Jr. 

High capacity 725 last enrollment 575, DC Middle School capacity 725 last enrollment 591, 

Blacks Mill Elementary School capacity 725 last enrollment 372.  No improvements are 

planned.   

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

 RS-2 is a newly added classification in order to allow a higher density classification than one 

unit per acre for single family residential developments. Along 400 and down Dawson Forest 

is where we expect to see this growth. Currently this property is RA that requires 5 acres per 

subdivision of land. The FLUM has this property designated as RPC, but this would not meet 

the minimum requirement of 100 acres. 
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The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 

 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
The majority of all surrounding classifications are some type of residential.  

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

There should be no diminishment of property values. 

 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  

 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The property is suited for the proposed land use classification subject to water and sewer 

availability.  

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

The property is vacant. It was zoned in the early 2000’s for CPCD but was never developed.  

Dawson County initiated a reversion of zoning less than 5 years ago to the original R-A 

classification.    

  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The current zoning would not allow for what the applicant is trying to accomplish. 
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Pictures of Property: 
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Site Plan: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 

Applicant ...................................................................Miles Hansford Tallant obo Qing Zhang & 

Zhimin Llu 

 

Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 20-23 

 

Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from C-OI (Commercial 

Office Institutional to C-HI (Commercial 

Highway Intensive) 

 

Proposed Use ............................................................Open a Garden Center 

 

Current Zoning ........................................................Commercial Office Institutional 

 

Size .............................................................................2.4± acres 

 

Location ....................................................................Corner of Prominence Court & Kilough 

Church Rd. 

 

Tax Parcel .................................................................113 044 006 

 

Planning Commission Date .....................................December 15, 2020 

 

Board of Commission Date .....................................January 21, 2021 

 

 

Applicant Proposal 
 

The applicant intends to develop the subject property for the purpose of opening a garden center 

with approximately 5,000 square feet if building space.   

 

History and Existing Land Uses  

 The current use of the property is vacant land.  A driveway to the purposed location is in place 

that was used by the Georgia Department of Transportation during the continuous flow 

construction.     

 

 

   

Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North R-A Vacant 

South C-HB Vacant 
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East C-HB Vacant 

West C-HB Commercial 

 

Development Support and Constraints  

 

Development Constraints would be subject to the 400 Corridor Guidelines. 

 

Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), the 

subject property is identified as Commercial Highway Business however this is a new zoning 

classification that has yet to be incorporated into the FLUP.  

 

Public Facilities/Impacts 

 

Engineering Department–“Prominence Ct. Asphalt curb and gutter, road is in good 

condition, no county improvements planned.  Kilough Church asphalt, wearing surface is in 

poor condition and in need of resurface.  Moderate traffic flow, good geometry at both 

proposed access points.  During development review Public Works will address any 

additional construction comments”  

 

Environmental Health Department – No comments returned.   

 

Emergency Services –“No comments.”  

 

Etowah Water & Sewer Authority – If water needed, owners expense to extend.      

 

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments returned.   

 

Board of Education – No facility additions would be necessary. 

 

Georgia Department of Transportation –A commercial driveway permit will be necessary due 

to GDOT Right of Way on Kilough Church.   

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

This property has been designated by the county for commercial zoning of Commercial 

Highway Business which does not take into account this new zoning classification.  
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The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 

 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
The adjacent properties are zoned with the exception of the parcel to the North.  That 

particular parcel fronts Hwy 400 on the Southbound side.   

 

B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 

There should be no diminishment of property values. 

 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 

health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 

 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 

individual property owner. 

There should ne no relative gain to the public. 

 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 

The property is suitable for the purposed land use classification. 

 

F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 

considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 

property. 

The property is vacant land.  

  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 

hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 

The current Commercial Office Institution does not allow for a garden center within that 

zoning classification.  The applicant is seeking to move their business from an existing 

location in Cumming.   
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Pictures of Property: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

83



  

5 
 

 

 

Plat: 

 

 
 

 

 

  

84



  

6 
 

 

Current Zoning Map: 
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Future Land Use Map: 
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DAWSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

 
Applicant ...................................................................Dawson County  
 
Amendment # ...........................................................ZA 20-27 
 
Request ......................................................................Rezone Property from CHB (Commercial 

Highway Business) to RMF (Residential 
Multi-Family) and CHB (Commercial 
Highway Business) 

 
Proposed Use ............................................................For the purpose of developing a townhome 

community with commercial component 
 
Current Zoning ........................................................CHB  (Commercial Highway Business) 
 
Size .............................................................................25.36± acres 
 
Location ....................................................................Lumpkin Campground Road North and 

HWY 53 East 
 
Tax Parcel .................................................................113-001 and 113-092 
 
Planning Commission Date .....................................January 19, 2021 

 
Board of Commission Date……………………….. January 21, 2021 
 
 
Applicant Proposal 
 
Dawson County is seeking to rezone the property from C-HB (Commercial Highway Business) 
to RMF (Residential Multi-Family) and C-HB (Commercial Highway Business) for the purpose 
of developing 120 townhomes and amenities area accompanied by h commercial component.  
 
History and Existing Land Uses  
The land is currently vacant but was rezoned from R-A (Residential Agriculture) to C-HB 
(Commercial Highway Business) in 2007 (ZA 07-08).  
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Adjacent Land Uses Existing zoning Existing Use 

North RMF Age Targeted Townhomes 
under construction 

South C-HB & C-OI Physician’s Office & Bank 

East CPCD & RMF Movie Theater and future 
apartment  

West C-IR & C-HB   Physician’s Office & 
Manufacturing 

 
Development Support and Constraints 
 
This parcel has already been approved for commercial use and has several sites surrounding it 
for Residential Multi Family.  The land that the Future Land Use Map has allotted for 
commercial purposes is primarily focused in the Hwy 53/ GA 400 Corridor.    
 
Relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and FLUP (Future Land Use Plan) 
 
According to the 2018 comprehensive plan and accompanying FLUP (Future Land Use Plan), 
the subject property is identified as Commercial Highway Business. Allowable zoning districts 
within Commercial Highway business include RMF, COI, C-HB, C-IR, and MUV. 
 
Public Facilities/Impacts 
 

Engineering Department –“Owner shall dedicate an additional 20’ of right-of-way along 
the entire frontage of Lumpkin Campground Rd. and SR 53 prior to the issuance of the first 
Certificate of Occupancy.  A left turn lane  from the end of the existing turn lane at the SR 53 
along the property frontage to the northernmost property line of this development.  The road 
connecting Lumpkin Campground Rd. to Prestige Lane shall be built to county standards. 
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” 
 
Environmental Health Department – No comments returned.   

 
Emergency Services – No comments returned.   

 
Etowah Water & Sewer Authority –Any expansion to water and sewer lines would have to 
be to Etowah Water  regulations and at the developers expense.. 
 
Dawson County Sheriff’s Office – No comments returned.   

 
Board of Education – No comments returned. 

 
Georgia Department of Transportation –“No comments returned.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Analysis 
 
Similar Rezoning in the area. 
ZA 13-07 – Both adjacent properties 113-032 and 113-086 were rezoned from C-HB and RA to 
RMF for the purpose of apartments with the following stipulations. Since it is starting to be 
developed with senior living townhomes 

1. A right-in de-acceleration lane into the complex and a right-out acceleration lane will be 
added to the Lumpkin Campground Road entrance with full-service stipulations to allow 
left-hand turns on to Lumpkin Campground 

2. A second full-service entrance be added to Prominence Court. 
3. 20’ of additional right-of-way be preserved in the event that Lumpkin Campground Road 

ever need to be widened 
 
ZA 19-04 – The adjacent property 113-085 was rezoned from C-HB to RMF for the purpose of 
apartments with the following stipulations. The project has yet to be started. 

4. The developer shall fully fund a traffic light per GDOT requirements at Medical Center 
Way and GA Hwy 53. 

5. That there shall be a through road at Medical Center Way and 400 North Center Lane. 
6. The developer shall fully bring up 400 North Center Lane from Ga Hwy. 53 to Prominence 

Court and include sidewalks throughout the development and interconnected roads. 
7. The developer shall improve Prestige Lane. 
8. The developer use earth toned shutters within the aesthetics of the development.   

   
This property currently has the following stipulation: 

1. GDOT approval is required if any access is proposed to Hwy 53. 
2. Prior to further development a detailed development plan must be submitted and approved 

by the Planning Commission and the Board of Commissioners. 
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3. A DRI review may be necessary upon completion of a detailed development plan. 
4. The tree density requirement calculation must be based on the entire tract to be developed 

less the tress preserved in the stream back buffers. 
5. 20’ of ROW on Lumpkin Campground Road to be tapered 400’ to be dedicated to Dawson 

County for future improvements as offered by the applicant. 
6. A copy of agreement for use of the adjoining detention pond is required. 
7. Storm water retention/detention to include water quality and encourage infiltration include 

pervious area be set at 10%. 
8. All requirements of the Dawson County Tree Ordinance and GA 400 Guidelines are to be 

strictly adhered to. 
9. Inter parcels to connect to the North of the development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following observations should be noted with respect to this request: 
 

A. The existing uses and classification of nearby property. 
Adjacent properties to the South and West are commercially zoned and consistent with 
the Future Land Use Map.  Existing zoned properties to the North and West are zoned 
RMF 

 
B. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular land use 

classification. 
There should be no diminishment of property values. 
 

C. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicant promotes the 
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public. 

There should be no destruction of property values. 
 

D. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 
individual property owner. 

There should be no gain to the public if approved.  
 

E. The suitability of the subject property for the proposed land use classification. 
The subject property is suitable for the purposed use, however, the current saturation of 
Residential Multi Family in a 5-mile radius should be considered.   
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F. The length of time the property has been vacant under the present classification, 
considered in the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the 
property. 
The property is vacant and has been for many years but was cleared of underbrush and 
trees several years ago and now scrub pines are growing.   

 
  

G. The specific, unusual, or unique facts of each case, which give rise to special 
hardships, incurred by the applicant and/or surrounding property owners. 
The hardship is the owner of the property has tried for many years to lure businesses to 
the parcel for commercial use and has been unsuccessful in doing so and is looking for a 
new avenue to develop the parcels.   
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Pictures of Property: 
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Site Plan: 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
  

Department: Sheriff’s Office/IT                           Work Session: 12/17/2020 
 
Prepared By: Melissa Hawk             Voting Session: 01/21/2021 
 
Presenter: Jeff Johnson/Herman Thompson                           Public Hearing:  Yes x No       
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of the Request to Fund and to Release RFP for the Comprehensive 
Security System Upgrade for the Law Enforcement Center/Jail and the Government Center 
 
Background Information:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable: XX  Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  ___    No   XX 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
$1,500,000 

 
 

 

Recommendation/Motion: The Sheriff’s Office and IT respectfully requests the Board determine and 

approve the method in which the County will fund the project and to approve to allow the Purchasing 

Manager to release a Request for Proposal for the Comprehensive Security System Upgrade project in 

Fiscal Year 2021, with a budget of $1,500,000. 

 
Department Head Authorization: Jeff Johnson                Date: 12/03/2020 

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 12/07/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 12/08/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Dawson County currently utilizes an integrated security and control system installed and maintained 

by Accurate Control, which has been in place since approximately 2007 at the Law Enforcement 

Center, to include the Jail, and since 2011 at the Government Center. 

The current equipment is obsolete and becoming harder and harder to obtain parts to allow Accurate 

Control to maintain workability of the systems. Accurate Control’s maintenance manager and 

technicians have stated the systems have come to a point where the county needs to consider a total 

upgrade of the comprehensive security system. 

 

 

 

 

A comprehensive security system upgrade is needed to maintain a secure and safe environment at the 

Law Enforcement Center/Jail and the Government Center. 

Presentation 
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COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY 
SYSTEM UPGRADE FOR THE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT CENTER/JAIL AND 
THE GOVERNMENT CENTER

WORK SESSION – December 17, 2020

War Hill Park Photo by: Michelle Wittmer Grabowski
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Background

 Dawson County currently utilizes an integrated security and control system
installed and maintained by Accurate Control. The Law Enforcement Center’s
system, to include the Jail, has been in place since approximately 2007 and the
Government Center’s system since 2011.

 The current equipment is obsolete and becoming harder to obtain parts to allow
Accurate Control to maintain workability of the systems. Accurate Control’s
maintenance manager and technicians have stated the systems have come to a
point where the county needs to consider a total upgrade of the comprehensive
security system.

 The SPLOST VII project list currently contains an upgrade for the security system
at the Government Center.
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Overview of Existing Modules of the Systems

Existing modules for the current system include:

• Door Controls & Monitoring

• Access Control

• Intercoms and Paging

• Duress Alarms/Call Buttons

• Video Surveillance/CCTV

• Video Visitation

• Utility Control
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Overview of Current Capabilities 

 There are multiple command center locations throughout the LEC/Jail that control the integrated

modules currently in use by usage of a touchscreen monitor.

 Each command center is responsible for an assigned area of the facility with one command center

having the ability to operate the entire facility. There are 3 rooms currently set up for video/audio

recording. 2 of the interview rooms are at the main facility with 1 being off site at a different

facility.

 The LEC/Jail staff is also responsible for operating the system for the Government Center after

hours and during other designated times.

 There is only one command center located in the Government Center, also controlled by a

touchscreen monitor. These modules consist of door control and monitoring, access control,

intercom and paging, duress alarms, video surveillance/CCTV, video visitation and court hearings,

parking lots and utility controls.

 The live feed of the video and audio can be monitored remotely from numerous locations from

within the facility. Recordings can also be downloaded / copied from various locations. The audio

and video data are stored/maintained on-site.
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Estimated Cost and Project Scope of Work Overview

 A Request for Information revealed the cost for the new comprehensive security system,

for both buildings, to be $1,500,000.00.

 If the project is approved by the Board of Commissioners, some of the Scope of Work will

include:

• Describing the offered comprehensive security system to include:

 Detailed description and number of each piece of equipment/wiring, etc.

 Detailed software description

 Installation management plan details

 Maintenance details, including manufacturer requirements and schedules

 Detailed support services requirements

• Perform the work as detailed in the County-approved design:

 Equipment Installation conforming with all Federal, State and Local codes

 Software Updates/Maintenance through a Service Level Agreement

 Provide Warranties

• Provide all costs for a turn-key system118



Staff Recommendation

The Sheriff’s Office and IT respectfully requests the Board
to determine and approve the method in which the County
will fund the project and to approve to allow the
Purchasing Manager to release a Request for Proposal for
the Comprehensive Security System Upgrade project, in
Fiscal Year 2021, with a budget of $1,500,000.00.
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 
Department:  Family Connection                       Work Session: 12.17.20 
 
Prepared By:  Nancy Stites                                Voting Session: 01.21.21 
 
Presenter:  Nancy Stites, Coordinator              Public Hearing:  Yes       No X 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Dawson County Family Connection, Inc fiscal agent request 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: _ X     Budgeted: Yes  _ X      No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

   
 207 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 12/8/20 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date: 12/08/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Dawson County Family Connection’s mission is to provide leadership through collaboration with all 

segments of the community for the well-being of families and children. Having another entity serve as 

its fiscal agent makes it possible to accept state and federal funds, which are reimbursable contracts, 

which support a coordinator and the work of the collaborative. Dawson County Family Connection was 

created in 1991 and became a non-profit in 1998. Dawson County Government has served as its fiscal 

agent since July 1, 1999. 

Contract funding received and managed by the fiscal agent has allowed Family Connection to bring 

awareness, knowledge and resources to addressing local issues, such as child abuse and neglect, the 

need for foster parents, substance abuse, underage drinking and nicotine use, suicide prevention, and 

kinship care. Collaboration with community partners has allowed Family Connection to provide activities 

and programs with a focus on these issues and have an impact on strengthening families and children 

in Dawson County.  

     Family Connection is requesting Dawson County Government contract for all fiscal activities relative 
to the operation of Dawson County Family Connection for 2021.  
     Family Connection requests approval/authorization for application submittal and the chairman’s 
signature upon acceptance of additional grant award contracts and donations received through 2021 as 
approved by the Family Connection Board. If matching funds are required, a separate request will be 
brought before Dawson County Board of Commissioners for approval. 
     Attached is 1) Memorandum of Understanding, 2) Family Connection 2020 Budget, 3) Fiscal Agent 
Designation and Acceptance Agreement.  
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

 

 This Memorandum of Understanding is hereby entered into this ______ day of 

____________, 2021 by and between Dawson County Family Connection, Inc., 

hereinafter referenced as “Agency”, and the Board of Commissioners of Dawson 

County, hereinafter referenced as “Dawson County”.   

 

 1. Fiscal Agent/Financial Accounting. 

             Dawson County shall act as fiscal agent and provide financial 

accounting support to the Agency for programs supported by donations to the Agency 

and by the grants received by the Agency referenced in “Exhibit A”, which is 

attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  The grants referenced in 

Exhibit A may be amended during the term of this Memorandum of Understanding 

upon approval by Dawson County.      

 

 2. Agency Services. 

  The Agency shall furnish the following services, data and information 

to the Dawson County:    

  1)  act as the liaison between the Agency and all vested community 

organizations, and 2) to provide appropriate administrative duties including, but not 

limited to, program development and contract deliverables implementation, resource 

development, coordinating public information, and 3) provide all grant applications, 

agreements or contracts and corresponding data required by the fiscal agent to fulfill 

the grant requirements and   

 

 3. Term. 

  The parties hereto agree that the term of this Memorandum of 

Understanding shall be as follows:   January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021. 
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 4. Records. 

  Dawson County shall maintain such records and accounts regarding 

property, personnel and financial records deemed necessary by the Agency and any 

grant or contract funding source to assure a proper accounting for all project funds for 

both federal and non-federal shares.  Any such records shall be made available for 

audit purposes to the Agency, the grant or contract funding source, or the Controller 

General of the United States or any authorized representative and shall be retained for 

three years after the expiration of this Memorandum of Understanding unless 

permission to destroy such records is granted by both the Agency and the grant or 

contract funding source.  

 

5. Mutual Cooperation. 

  Dawson County agrees to assist the Agency in complying with all of 

the conditions governing grants or contracts under current laws and regulations.   

 

 APPROVED, this ________day of _______    ___         ____, 2021. 

 

ATTEST:     DAWSON COUNTY  
      BOARD OF COMISSIONERS 
 
      By:       
Kristen Cloud, Clerk                     Billy Thurmond, Chairman 
Dawson County Commissioners 
 
 
 
ATTEST:     DAWSON COUNTY COMMUNITY 
      PARTNERSHIP, INC. 
 
 
       ____       
 Nancy Stites     John Cronan 
Title: Coordinator, Family Connection Title:  Chairman, Family Connection Board 
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Exhibit A 
 

Department of Human Services  
- Grant for approximately $48,000 July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 with no match 

requirement   
- Grant for approximately $47,000 July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 with no match 

requirement 
 
 

Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities –  Office of Behavioral 
Health Prevention   

- Grant for approximately $147,793 October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021 with no 
match requirement 

- Grant for approximately $147,793 October 1, 2021– September 30, 2022 with no 
match requirement  
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 
Department:   Parks & Rec              Work Session: 12.17.20 
 
Prepared By:   Matt Payne                          Voting Session: 01.21.21 
 
Presenter:   Matt Payne              Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Veterans Memorial Park Pavilion Rental Fee 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:       

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 12/10/2020 

County Manager Authorization: David Headley         Date:  12/10/2020      

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The new pavilion has been completed at Veterans Memorial Park and a grand opening will take place 

sometime in January 2021 along with the senior center. 

The Dawson County Parks & Recreation Board voted at its December 7, 2020, meeting to propose to 

the commissioners to set a rental fee at $200 per day / $300 for non-Dawson County residents.  
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RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE CALLING OF A SPECIAL 

 ELECTION TO CONTINUE A COUNTY ONE PERCENT SPECIAL PURPOSE 

LOCAL OPTION SALES AND USE TAX 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

DAWSON COUNTY, GEORGIA CONTINUING A COUNTY ONE 

PERCENT SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTION SALES AND USE 

TAX AS AUTHORIZED BY O.C.G.A. § 48-8-110, ET SEQ.; 

SPECIFYING THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE PROCEEDS OF 

SUCH TAX ARE TO BE USED; SPECIFYING THE PERIOD OF TIME 

FOR WHICH SUCH TAX SHALL BE IMPOSED; SPECIFYING THE 

ESTIMATED COST OF THE PROJETS TO BE FUNDED FROM THE 

PROCEEDS OF SUCH TAX; REQUESTING THE BOARD OF 

ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION OF DAWSON COUNTY TO CALL 

AN ELECTION OF THE VOTERS OF DAWSON COUNTY TO 

APPROVE THE IMPOSITION OF SUCH SALES AND USE TAX; 

APPROVING THE FORM OF BALLOT TO BE USED IN SUCH AN 

ELECTION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 48-8-110, et seq. (the “Act”) authorizes the imposition of a county 

one percent special purpose local option sales and use tax (the “Sales and Use Tax”) for the 

purpose, inter alia, of financing certain capital outlay projects which include those set forth herein; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County, Georgia (the “Board of 

Commissioners”) has determined that it is in the best interest of the citizens of Dawson County, 

Georgia (the “County”) that the Sales and Use Tax be continued in a special district comprising 

the County to raise approximately $60,000,000.00 (sixty million dollars) (after deduction of 

collection fees by the State of Georgia Department of Revenue) for the purpose of funding certain 

capital outlay projects (the “Projects”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the County and the City of Dawsonville met on 

November 17, 2020 to discuss possible projects for inclusion in the Sales and Use Tax referendum 

to be held on the 16th day of March, 2021 (the “Election”) in conformance with the requirements 

of O.C.G.A. § 48-8-111(a); and 

 

WHEREAS, the above-referenced meeting occurred at least 30 days prior to the intended 

date of issuance (publication) of the call for the referendum; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County has not entered into an intergovernmental agreement with 

Dawsonville with respect to the division of the Sales and Use Tax; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Dawson County, Georgia, after considering 

population data from the most recently completed decennial census (2010), data from the 2019 

American Community Survey of the U.S. Census Bureau, population estimates from the Georgia 
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Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, and other U.S. Census Bureau population estimates, 

has estimated the ratio of Dawsonville’s population to the total population of Dawson County to 

be 12%, and has anticipated the division of Sales and Use Tax proceeds and cost of the Projects 

according to this population ratio; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners desires that the Board of Elections and 

Registration of Dawson County (the “Elections Board”) call the Election and further desires that 

the Elections Board be furnished with a certified copy of this Resolution in connection with such 

request. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Dawson 

County, Georgia as follows: 

 

A. Assuming the question of imposing the Sales and Use Tax is approved by the voters of the 

special district in the Election, the Sales and Use Tax shall be imposed for the term, 

purposes, and costs as follows: 

 

1. In order to finance the Projects, a Sales and Use Tax in the amount of one percent 

(1%) on all sales and uses in the special district of the County is hereby authorized 

to be levied and collected within the special district created in the County as 

provided in the Act. 

 

2. The proceeds of such tax are to be used to fund the Projects, each of which is an 

authorized purpose under O.C.G.A. §§ 48-8-111(a)(1). The Projects consist of 

“Level 2 Countywide Projects” of the County, which shall be funded first up to 

20% of projected proceeds, as well as regular “County Projects” and “Municipal 

Projects” which shall be funded after the Level 2 Countywide Projects are funded.  

The “Level 2 Countywide Projects” and regular County Projects, and the estimated 

costs thereof, are attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.  The Municipal Projects, and the 

estimated costs thereof, are attached hereto as Exhibit “C”.  

 

3. In accordance with O.C.G.A. §§ 48-8-111(a)(2), 48-8-112(b)(3), & 48-8-

115(b)(2)(A)(ii), the Sales and Use Tax shall be imposed for a period of six years 

commencing upon the expiration of the sales and use tax currently in effect.   

 

4.  After funding the Level 2 Countywide Projects, the proceeds of the Sales and Use 

Tax shall be divided 88% to the County and 12% to the City in accordance with 

O.C.G.A. § 48-8-115(b)(2)(B)(ii) and the estimates referenced in the recitals above. 

 

B. Call for the Election; Ballot Form; Notice. 

 

1. The Elections Board, as election superintendent (the “Election Superintendent”), is 

hereby requested to call the Election to be held in all voting precincts in the County 

on the 16th day of March, 2021, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters 

of Dawson County the question set forth in paragraph 2 below.  The Election 
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Superintendent shall be furnished with a certified copy of this Resolution in 

connection with this request. 

 

2. The ballots to be used in the Election shall have written or printed thereon 

substantially the following: 

 

“( ) Yes. Shall a special 1 percent sales and use tax be imposed in the special 

district of Dawson County for a period of time of six years and for 

the raising of an estimated amount of $60,000,000 for the purpose of 

funding: first, a new E911 Emergency Operations Center and 

Emergency Communications System (“level two” county-wide 

projects of Dawson County); and then from the remaining proceeds 

to fund the following projects of Dawson County and the City of 

Dawsonville, respectively: Information Technology Infrastructure, 

Administrative Office Renovation, Public Safety Vehicles and 

Equipment, Sheriff Facilities, Vehicles, and Equipment, Courthouse 

Security Upgrades, Public Works Vehicles and Equipment, County 

Road and Culvert Projects, County Administration Vehicles, 

Equipment, and Fueling Center, Park Improvements to Veterans 

Park, Rock Creek Park, War Hill Park, and Etowah River Road 

Canoe Park, New Public Health Building, and Industrial Park 

Expansion, all as County projects; and Repair and Repaving of City 

Streets, Road Asset Maintenance, Sidewalk Improvements, 

Intersection Improvements, Land Acquisition for Various City 

Needs, Water & Sewer Plant Construction and Infrastructure 

Upgrades, Public Works Department and Utility Department 

Vehicles and Equipment, Main Street Park Phases 3 and 4, 

Downtown Revitalization Projects, and City Hall Maintenance, 

Improvements, and Parking, all as City projects?” 

 

 

 ( ) No. 

 

3. It is hereby requested that the Election be held by the Election Superintendent in 

accordance with the election laws of the State of Georgia, including, without 

limitation, the election laws relating to special elections. It is hereby further 

requested that the Election Superintendent canvass the returns, declare the result of 

the election and certify the result to the Secretary of State and to the Commissioner 

of Revenue of the State of Georgia. 

 

4. The Election Superintendent is hereby authorized and requested to publish a Call 

of the Election as required by law, in the newspaper in which Sheriffs 

advertisements for the County are published, no later than February 9, 2021. The 

Election Superintendent is also hereby authorized and requested to publish a notice 

of the Election as required by law, in the newspaper in which Sheriffs 

advertisements for the County are published, once a week for four weeks 

immediately preceding the date of the Election.  The notice of the Election shall be 

in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 
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C. The Clerk of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a 

certified copy of this Resolution to the Election Superintendent, with a request that the 

Election Superintendent issue the call for the Election. 

 

D. The proper officers and agents of the County are hereby authorized to take any and all 

further actions as may be required in connection with the imposition of the Sales and Use 

Tax. 

 

E. The Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
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 SO RESOLVED, this the 21st day of January, 2021. 

 

 

 

COUNTY OF DAWSON, GEORGIA 

 

 

 

By:______________________________ 

      Billy Thurmond, Chairman 

 

 

 

[County Seal] 

Attest: 

 

________________________________ 

Clerk 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF ELECTION TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF DAWSON COUNTY, 

GEORGIA 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 16th day of March, 2021, an election will be held 

at the regular polling places in all the election districts of Dawson County, Georgia (the “County”), 

at which time there will be submitted to the qualified voters of the County for their determination 

the question of whether a one percent special purpose local option sales and use tax (the “Sales 

and Use Tax”) shall be continued on all sales and uses in the special district created in the County 

for a period of six years commencing upon the expiration of the Sales and Use Tax currently in 

effect, for the raising of approximately $60,000,000.00 (sixty million dollars) for the purpose of 

funding projects specified in the form of the ballot set forth below. 

 

The ballots to be used at the Election shall have written or printed thereon substantially the 

following: 

 

“( ) Yes. Shall a special 1 percent sales and use tax be imposed in the special 

district of Dawson County for a period of time of six years and for 

the raising of an estimated amount of $60,000,000 for the purpose 

of funding: first, a new E911 Emergency Operations Center and 

Emergency Communications System (“level two” county-wide 

projects of Dawson County); and then from the remaining proceeds 

to fund the following projects of Dawson County and the City of 

Dawsonville, respectively: Information Technology Infrastructure, 

Administrative Office Renovation, Public Safety Vehicles and 

Equipment, Sheriff Facilities, Vehicles, and Equipment, Courthouse 

Security Upgrades, Public Works Vehicles and Equipment, County 

Road and Culvert Projects, County Administration Vehicles, 

Equipment, and Fueling Center, Park Improvements to Veterans 

Park, Rock Creek Park, War Hill Park, and Etowah River Road 

Canoe Park, New Public Health Building, and Industrial Park 

Expansion, all as County projects; and Repair and Repaving of City 

Streets, Road Asset Maintenance, Sidewalk Improvements, 

Intersection Improvements, Land Acquisition for Various City 

Needs, Water & Sewer Plant Construction and Infrastructure 

Upgrades, Public Works Department and Utility Department 

Vehicles and Equipment, Main Street Park Phases 3 and 4, 

Downtown Revitalization Projects, and City Hall Maintenance, 

Improvements, and Parking, all as City projects?” 

 

 

 ( ) No. 
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The several places for holding said election shall be at the regular and established voting 

precincts of the election districts of the County, and the polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 

p.m. on the date fixed for the election. 

 

This notice is given pursuant to a resolution of the Board of Elections and Registration of 

Dawson County, adopted on __________________, 2021. 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Board of Elections and Registration of Dawson 

County 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
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Department/Elected Official Project Description Cost Estimate % of Total SPLOST 

Level 2 Countywide Projects

E911 Emergency Operation New Emergency Operations Center E911 New construction of EOC and E911 center 5,500,000.00$              

Fire/EMS/Sheriff Emergency Communications System New Emergency Communication system (New Radio System VHF Connect) 3,000,000.00$              

Total 8,500,000.00$           

% of Total SPLOST 

Other County Projects
Information Technology (IT) IT Infrastructure Various  IT infrastructure upgrades 1,500,000.00$              2.91%

Administrative Office Renovation Administrative Building Renovation of Existing Office Buildings 500,000.00$                  0.97%

Public Safety Vehicles and Equipment  Fire Engine Replacements Replace three Fire Engines and Equipment 2,250,000.00$              16.60%

 Ambulance Replacment Replacemnt of 5 Medunits and equipment 2,300,000.00$              

Fire Station Replacement Replace existing fire Stations 3,000,000.00$              

Training Burn Building Replacement Replace existing burn building 1,000,000.00$              

Sheriff Services Roof on Law Enforcment Center New roof on LEC 400,000.00$                  6.60%

Courthouse Security Upgrades New Courthosue security upgrades and replacement 1,500,000.00$              

Sheriff Vehicles and Equipment New vehicle and equipment replacment 1,500,000.00$              

Public Works Public Works Vehicles and Equipment New Vehicles and Equipment replacments 2,500,000.00$              36.70%

County Road and Culvert Projects Exisiting asset Road improvement projects 16,400,000.00$            

County Adminisrtation Vehicle and Equipment Replacement New/Replacement Vehicles 1,500,000.00$              4.08%

Fueling Center New Fueling Center 600,000.00$                  

Park and Recreation Veterans Park Improvements Playground Replacement 450,000.00$                  11.20%

Football field Artifical Turf 900,000.00$                  

Multipurpose Field Artificial Turf 1,200,000.00$              

Rock Creek Park Improvemnets Playground Replacement 450,000.00$                  

New Small Playground 325,000.00$                  

Special Needs Baseball/Softball Field 400,000.00$                  

Asphalt parking/trail replacement 850,000.00$                  

War Hill Park Improvements New playground 300,000.00$                  

Replacement Fishing Pier 200,000.00$                  

Paving 400,000.00$                  

Primitive Hiking Trails 295,000.00$                  

Etowah River Road Canoe Park Canoe Launch 100,000.00$                  

Public Health New Public Health Building New construction of Public Health building 2,500,000.00$              4.85%

Development Authority Industrial Park Expansion Industrial Park expansion and site improvements 2,000,000.00$              3.88%

Total Dawson County Projects Costs 45,320,000.00$         

Total City of Dawsonville Project Costs 6,180,000.00$           

Total SPLOST VII 60,000,000.00$         

Dawson County SPLOST VII Project List
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Category Project Description Cost Estimate 
Roads, Streets, Bridges & Sidewalks Deep patch repair, milling, repaving of: Maple Street $2,000,000.00

Deep patch repair, milling & repaving of: Pearl Chambers Dr, Court, Way
Richmond Drive
Stegal Place
Stonewall subdivision
Rain Hill subdivision
Burt's Crossing I subdivision
Creekstone subdivision Phase I

Existing Assset Maintenance
Sidewalk Improvements
Intersection Improvements

Land Acquistion Land Acquisition for various needs Water/Sewer Easements 485,000.00$          
Farmer's Market expansion
Parking Improvements
Intersection improvements
Parking needs
Fargrounds
Road Improvements

Water - Sewer Projects Construct tertiary waste water plant Expand sewage capacity $2,120,000.00
Upgrade wells, Water Lines, Lift Stations

Public Works Facilities & Equipment Public Works vehicles & equipment New and replacement 121,000.00$          
Utility Departme vehicles & equipment New and replacement

Parks & Recreation Main Street Park Phases III & IV Construct picnic shelters 605,000.00$          
Install fitness stations
Construct dog park
Construct disk golf course
Construct Amphitheater
Splash pad
Misc. trail/amenities
Construct maintenance facility
Construct bocce ball courts
Construct pickle ball facility

Downtown Revitalization Downtown Beautification Street scapes, planters, etc. 304,000.00$          
Additional Parking Academy Avenue parking
Public Restroom Downtown restroom

City Hall Facilities Building maintenance & improvements Building Improvements 545,000.00$          
Parking Parking improvements

TOTAL SPLOST VII $6,180,000.00

City of Dawsonville SPLOST VII Project List
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