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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VOTING SESSION AGENDA – THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM  

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

6:00 PM 

   

A.  ROLL CALL 

B.  INVOCATION 

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

D.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

E.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the Work Session held on March 5, 2020 
Minutes of the Voting Session held on March 5, 2020  

F.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

G.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

H.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration of Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance (Moved Forward from the 

March 5, 2020, Board of Commissioners' Voting Session Following a Public Hearing) 
2. Consideration of Request to Accept FY 2020 Violence Against Women Act Grant Award 
3. Consideration of Application for Parade and Assembly - 3rd Annual Sheriff's Office 

Motorcycle Ride for Charity 
4. Consideration of Application for Parade and Assembly - Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation Atlanta Ride for Kids 
5. Consideration of Board Appointment: 

     a. Long Range Planning Committee  
          i. Cal Miller- replacing Ronnie Adkins 

I.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

J.  ADJOURNMENT  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Those with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, 

or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, should contact the ADA Coordinator at 706-344-3666, 

extension 44514. The county will make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 

1



 

Page 1 of 2 

Minutes 03-05-2020 Work Session 

 

 

DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

WORK SESSION MINUTES – MARCH 5, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, District 1; 

Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; Commissioner 

Julie Hughes Nix, District 4; County Manager David Headley; County Attorney Angela Davis; 

County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Presentation of FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Treatment Court- Treatment 

Services Director Jessie Emmett 

Court Administrator Jason Stephenson introduced Treatment Services Director Jessie 

Emmett. 

This item will be added to the March 5, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

2. Presentation of FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Family Treatment Court- 

Treatment Services Director Jessie Emmett 

This item will be added to the March 5, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 
 

3. Presentation of Request to Accept FY 2020 Violence Against Women Act Grant Award- 

Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy Greg Rowan 

This item will be placed on the March 19, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

4. Presentation of Application for Parade and Assembly - 3rd Annual Sheriff's Office 

Motorcycle Ride for Charity - Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley 

This item will be placed on the March 19, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

 

5. Presentation of Application for Parade and Assembly - Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation 

Atlanta Ride for Kids - Planning & Development Director Jameson Kinley  

This item will be placed on the March 19, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

6. Presentation of Board Appointment: 

     a. Long Range Planning Committee  

          i. Cal Miller- replacing Ronnie Adkins 

This item will be placed on the March 19, 2020, Voting Session Agenda. 

7. County Manager Report 

This item was for information only. 

8. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney Davis had no information to report and requested an Executive Session. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion passed 4-0 to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation and real estate. Fausett/Gaines 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

              

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

VOTING SESSION MINUTES – MARCH 5, 2020 

DAWSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER ASSEMBLY ROOM 

25 JUSTICE WAY, DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 30534 

6:00 PM 

 

 

ROLL CALL: Those present were Chairman Billy Thurmond; Commissioner Sharon Fausett, 

District 1; Commissioner Chris Gaines, District 2; Commissioner Tim Satterfield, District 3; 

Commissioner Julie Hughes Nix, District 4; County Manager David Headley; County Attorney 

Angela Davis; County Clerk Kristen Cloud; and interested citizens of Dawson County. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to come out of Executive Session. Satterfield/Nix 

 

OPENING PRESENTATION: 

Development Authority of Dawson County (DADC) Update- DADC’s Brian Trapnell 

In addition to providing a Development Authority of Dawson County (DADC) Update, Brian 

Trapnell introduced new DADC Chairman Tony Passarello. 

 

INVOCATION: Chairman Thurmond 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Thurmond 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Commissioner Satterfield announced that the Senior Center is hosting a canned soup drive 

during the month of March and said any donations would be appreciated. 

 

Commissioner Gaines announced that the Rotary Club hosted a ribbon cutting at the new Action 

Island Sports Complex at Rock Creek Park earlier in the day. He thanked the Rotary Club for 

continuing to be a “big supporter of the county” and undertaking many projects in the county.  

 

Chairman Thurmond announced that a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Dawson County 

Transportation Complex would be held at 3 p.m. March 6, 2020. He invited citizens to the event 

for a tour of the facilities to see “what your sales tax money has done.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Work Session held on February 20, 2020. 

Nix/Satterfield 

 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the Minutes of the Voting Session held on February 20, 2020. 

Fausett/Gaines  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the agenda with the following change: 

 

 Additions of No. 5 and 6 under New Business: 

o Consideration of FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Treatment 

Court 
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o Consideration of FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Family 

Treatment Court 

 

Satterfield/Nix 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 

 

ALCOHOL LICENSES: 

New Alcohol License (Retail Consumption on Premises of Beer, Wine and Distilled Spirits) - 

Bekho Inc. d/b/a as Kani House 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the New Alcohol License (Retail Consumption on Premises of 

Beer, Wine and Distilled Spirits) – Bekho Inc. d/b/a as Kani House. Satterfield/Fausett 

 

New Alcohol License (Retail Package Sale of Beer and Wine) - 400 Food & Gas LLC d/b/a 

Chevron Food Mart 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the New Alcohol License (Retail Package Sale of Beer and 

Wine) - 400 Food & Gas LLC d/b/a Chevron Food Mart. Fausett/Gaines 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance (1st of 1 hearing) 

Chairman Thurmond opened the hearing by asking if there was anyone present who wished to be 

heard on the Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance.  

 

The following spoke on the Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance: 

 

 Lloyd Thompson, Dawsonville, asked if the proposed ordinance addresses the issue of 

“unsightly” properties or portions of properties that do not necessarily pose a safety or 

health concern. He cited an example of a property with a “very nice” and “well 

maintained” home but noted a portion of the property contains a “load of junk.” 

Thompson added, “…it’s not a safety hazard because we can’t trespass on his property. 

No one can go on it. There’s no vermin running through it or anything, but it is very, very 

unsightly.” 

 

 Beth Martin, Dawsonville, said the proposed ordinance needs to address “the private 

roads [and] the potholes because, when I read through it, it didn’t seem like it really 

included it at all, and I think that’s one of our biggest problems.” Additionally, Martin 

said, “Not everybody can afford to update [or] upgrade their house, so a lot of that is 

subjective. With a lot of the new homes being built and moving in, I don’t want to see 

people complaining about people who have lived here for generations,” mentioning the 

potential of older homes/properties being compared against newer homes/properties. 

 

Chairman Thurmond asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak on the 

Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance and, hearing none, closed the hearing. 

 

The item, Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance, will be placed on the March 19, 2020, 

Board of Commissioners’ Voting Session Agenda for consideration. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration of 2019 Commissioners' Expenses 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the 2019 Commissioners’ Expenses. Nix/Gaines 

 

Consideration of Board Appointment: 

 Tree Preservation Committee 

o Bill Hess- replacing Judy Baer as Chairman (March 2020 through December 

2023) 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the appointment of Bill Hess to the Tree Preservation Committee 

as chairman for a term of March 2020 through December 2023. Satterfield/Fausett 

 

Consideration of a Resolution to Ratify Sheriff Salary and Local Supplement 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Resolution to Ratify Sheriff Salary and Local Supplement. 

Nix/Fausett 

 

Consideration of a Resolution to Ratify Tax Commissioner Salary and Local Supplement 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve a Resolution to Ratify Tax Commissioner Salary and Local 

Supplement. Fausett/Gaines 

 

Consideration of FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Treatment Court 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Treatment Court. 

Gaines/Fausett 

 

Consideration of FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Family Treatment Court 

Motion passed 4-0 to approve the FY 2021 Council of Accountability Court Judges / Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council Enhancement Grant for Dawson County Family Treatment Court. 

Satterfield/Gaines 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

APPROVE:                                                 ATTEST: 

 

 

 

             

Billy Thurmond, Chairman                               Kristen Cloud, County Clerk 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Planning & Development                          Work Session: 2/6/2020 
 
Prepared By:  Harmony Gee                                  Voting Session: 2/20/2020 
     
Presenter: Jameson Kinley            Public Hearing:  Yes_X___  No____ 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Abatement of Nuisance Property Ordinance 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable:  x  Budgeted: Yes           No   n/a 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:  

Finance Dept. Authorization: Vickie Neikirk          Date: 1/30/2020 

County Manager Authorization: DH           Date: 1/30/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

Dawson County does not have a nuisance property ordinance at this time and, at the request of the 

county manager, a nuisance property ordinance was drafted by our attorneys.   

This would be enforced by the Marshal’s Office. Should this be considered by the Board, this will need 

to go before Public Hearing before it can be adopted.   
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Exhibit “A” 

 

CHAPTER 48: ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE PROPERTY 

 

48-1.   Purpose and authority 

48-2.   Enforcement 

48-3.   Complaints Relating to Unfit Dwellings or Structures 

48-4.   Service of Complaints 

48-5.   Order of the Court 

48-6.   Failure to Comply with Order of the Court 

48-7.   Salvage of Reusable Materials 

48-8.   Lien on Property 

48-9.   Waiver of Lien 

48-10.   Appellate Review 

48-11.   Summary Proceedings 

 

48-1.   PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 

 

This Article is intended to provide additional enforcement authority to the County in accordance with the 

abatement of nuisance provisions set forth in O.C.G.A. § 41-2-1, et seq.  

 

A. The County intends that this division shall comport with, and be susceptible to enforcement under, 

O.C.G.A. § 41-2-7, et seq. Pursuant thereto, it is found and declared that there is the existence or occupancy 

of dwellings or other buildings, structures, or properties which are unfit for human habitation or for 

commercial, industrial, or business occupancy or use and are inimical to the welfare and are dangerous and 

injurious to the health, safety, and welfare of the people of this County; and that a public necessity exists 

for the repair, closing, or demolition of such dwellings, buildings, structures, and properties. It is further 

found and declared that where there is in existence a condition or use of property, which renders adjacent 

property unsafe or inimical to safe human habitation, such use is dangerous and injurious to the health, 

safety, and welfare of the people of this County and a public necessity exists for the repair of such condition 

or the cessation of such use which renders the adjacent property unsafe or inimical to safe human habitation. 

The terms “property” or “properties” as used in this Ordinance shall include, but not be limited to, private 

roads, private drives, and private parking lots. 

 

B.  Such dwellings, buildings, structures, and property may be deemed unfit due to the following reasons; 

dilapidation and not in compliance with applicable codes; defects increasing the hazards of fire, accidents, 

or other calamities; lack of adequate ventilation, light or sanitary facilities; properties that have an 

accumulation of weeds, trash, junk, filth, and/or other unsanitary or unsafe conditions which create a public 

health hazard or a general nuisance to those persons residing in the vicinity; other conditions resulting in a 

violation of this article which renders such dwellings, buildings, or properties unsafe, unsanitary, dangerous 

or detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare, or otherwise inimical to the welfare of the residents of the 

County; or vacant, dilapidated dwellings or buildings in which drug crimes are being committed. 

 

48-2.   ENFORCEMENT 

 

A.  Designation of Public Officers. 

 

The Dawson County Manager, Dawson County Director of the Planning and Development Department, the 

Dawson County Marshal, Dawson County Code Compliance Officers and their designees are all designated 

and appointed to exercise the power presented by this Ordinance.  
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B.  Powers of Enforcement Authorized. 

 

The Public Officer is hereby authorized to exercise such power as may be necessary or convenient to carry 

out and effectuate the purpose and provisions of this Ordinance and O.C.G.A § 41-2-8 to § 41-2-17, 

including the following additional powers: 

 

1. To investigate the property conditions in the unincorporated area of the County in order to 

determine which dwellings, buildings, structures, or properties therein are unfit for human 

habitation or are unfit for current commercial, industrial, or business use because such 

dwellings, buildings, structures, or properties are dangerous or injurious to the health, safety, 

or morals of the occupants or users of such dwellings, buildings, structures or properties or to 

the general public;  

2. To administer oaths and affirmations, to examine witnesses, and to receive evidence; 

3. To enter upon premises for the purpose of making examinations provided, however, that such 

entries shall be made in such manner as to cause the least possible inconvenience to the persons 

in possession and shall follow applicable due process of law; 

4. To appoint and fix the duties of such officers, agents and employees as he/she deems necessary 

to carry out the purposes of this Ordinances; 

5. To delegate any of his/her functions and powers under this Ordinance to such officers and 

agents as he may designate; and 

6. To consult with any engineers or other qualified professionals in carrying out the functions and 

powers of this Ordinance. 

 

C.  Standards for Determining Violation. 

 

The Public Officer may determine that a dwelling, building, structure, or property is unfit for human 

habitation or is unfit for its current residential, commercial, industrial, or business use if he/she finds that 

conditions exist in or on such building, dwelling, structure, or property that are dangerous or injurious to 

the health, safety, or morals of the occupants or users of such dwelling, building, structure or property or to 

the general public.  Such conditions giving rise to a violation may include the following (without limiting 

the generality of the foregoing): 

 

1. Defects increasing the hazards of fire, accidents, or other calamities; 

2. Lack of adequate ventilation, light or sanitary facilities; 

3. Dilapidation; 

4. Disrepair; 

5. Structural defects; 

6. Uncleanliness; 

7. Tall grass and weeds which indicate long-term neglect, abandonment or vacancy; 

8. Improperly maintained swimming pools which indicate long-term neglect, abandonment, or 

vacancy;  

9. Dwellings, buildings or structures that have been burned and left unrepaired; and 

10. Sink holes or potholes in private roads, private drives, and/or private parking lots.  

 

48-3.   Complaints relating to unfit dwellings, structures, or properties. 

 

A.  Whenever a written request is filed with the Marshal’s Office by a Public Officer or by at least five 

residents of the County charging that any dwelling, building, structure or property is unfit for human 

habitation or for commercial, industrial, or business use or not in compliance with applicable codes; or is 

vacant and being used in connection with the commission of drug crimes; or constitutes an endangerment 
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to the public health or safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, the Public Officer shall make an 

investigation or inspection of the specific dwelling, building, structure, or property. 

 

B.  If the Public Officer's investigation or inspection identifies that any dwelling, building, structure, or 

property is unfit for human habitation or for commercial, industrial, or business use or not in compliance 

with applicable codes; is vacant and being used in connection with commission of drug crimes; or 

constitutes an endangerment to the public health or safety as the result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, 

the Public Officer may issue a complaint in rem against the lot, tract, or parcel of real property on which 

such dwelling, building, or structure is situated or where such public health hazard or general nuisance 

exists and shall cause summons and a copy of the complaint to be served on the interested parties for such 

dwelling, building, structure, or property. 

 

C.  The complaint shall identify the subject real property by appropriate street address and official tax map 

reference; identify the interested parties; state with particularity the factual basis for the action; and contain 

a statement of the actions sought by the Public Officer to abate the nuisance. The summons shall notify the 

interested parties that a hearing will be held before the Magistrate Court at a date and time certain and at a 

place within the County where the property is located. Such hearing shall be held not less than 15 days, nor 

more than 45 days after the filing of said complaint in the Magistrate Court. The interested parties shall 

have the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person or by attorney and offer testimony 

at the time and place fixed for the hearing. 

 

48-4.   Service of complaints. 

 

A. Complaints issued by the Public Officer pursuant to this division shall be served in the following manner. 

At least 14 days prior to the date of the hearing, the Public Officer may personally serve the complaint 

and/or mail copies of the complaint by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery, return receipt 

requested, to all interested parties including, but not limited to, registered agents whose identities and 

addresses are reasonably ascertainable. Copies of the complaint shall also be mailed by First Class Mail to 

the property address to the attention of the occupants of the property, if any, and shall be posted on the 

property within three business days of filing the complaint and at least 14 days prior to the date of the 

hearing. 

 

B.  For interested parties whose mailing address is unknown, a notice stating the date, time and place of the 

hearing shall be published in the legal organ in which the County’s advertisements appear in Dawson 

County once a week for two consecutive weeks prior to the hearing. 

 

C.  A notice of lis pendens shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of Superior Court in Dawson County at 

the time of filing the complaint in the Magistrate Court. Such notice shall have the same force and effect as 

other lis pendens notices provided by law. 

 

D.  Orders and other filings made subsequent to service of the initial complaint shall be served in the manner 

provided in this section on any interested party who answers the complaint or appears at the hearing. Any 

interested party who fails to answer or appear at the hearing shall be deemed to have waived all further 

notice in the proceedings. 

 

48-5.   Order of the court. 

 

If, after notice and hearing as provided above, the Magistrate Court determines that the dwelling, building, 

structure, or property under consideration is unfit for human habitation or is unfit for its current commercial, 

industrial, or business use; or is vacant, and being used in connection with the commission of drug crimes; 

or constitutes an endangerment to the public health or safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, 
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the court shall issue an order that states in writing its findings of fact in support of such determination and 

shall issue and cause to be served upon the interested parties that have answered the complaint or appeared 

at the hearing, an order as follows: 

 

A.  If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the said dwelling, building, structure, or property can be 

made at a reasonable cost in relation to the present value of the dwelling, building, structure, or property 

requiring the owner within the time specified in the order, to repair, alter or improve such dwelling, 

building, structure or property, so as to bring it into full compliance with the applicable codes relevant to 

the cited violation, and, if applicable, to secure the structure so that it cannot be used in connection with the 

commission of drug crimes; or 

 

B.  If the repair, alteration or improvement of the said dwelling, building, structure or property cannot be 

made at a reasonable cost in relation to the present value of the dwelling, building, structure, or property 

requiring the owner, within the time specified in the order, to demolish and remove such dwelling, building, 

structure or property and all debris from the property. 

 

C.  For purposes of this section, the court shall make its determination of "reasonable cost in relation to the 

present value of the dwelling, building, structure or property" without consideration of the value of the land 

on which the structure is situated; provided, however, that costs of the preparation necessary to repair, alter, 

or improve a structure may be considered. Income and financial status of the owner shall not be a factor in 

the court's determination. 

 

The present value of the structure and the costs of repair, alteration, or improvement may be 

established by affidavits of real estate appraisers with a Georgia Appraiser classification as 

provided in O.C.G.A. tit. 43, ch. 39A, qualified building contractors, or qualified building 

inspectors without actual testimony presented. Costs of repair, alternation, or improvement of the 

structure shall be the costs necessary to bring the structure into compliance with the applicable 

codes relevant to the cited violations enforced in the jurisdiction. 

 

48-6.   Failure to comply with order of the court. 

 

If the owner fails to comply with an order of the court to repair, alter, improve, remove, close, or demolish 

the dwelling, building, structure, or property, the Public Officer may cause such dwelling, building, 

structure, or property to be repaired, altered, or improved or to be vacated and closed or demolished. Such 

abatement action shall commence within 270 days after the expiration of time specified in the order for 

abatement by the owner. Any time during which such action is prohibited by a court order issued pursuant 

to O.C.G.A. § 41-2-13 or any other equitable relief granted by a court of competent jurisdiction shall not 

be counted toward the 270 days in which such abatement action must commence. The Public Officer shall 

cause to be posted on the main entrance of the dwelling, building or structure a placard with the following 

words: "This building is unfit for human habitation or commercial, industrial, or business use and does not 

comply with the applicable codes or has been ordered secured to prevent its use in connection with drug 

crimes or constitutes an endangerment to public health or safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe 

conditions. The use or occupation of this dwelling, building or structure is prohibited and unlawful". 

 

48-7.    Salvage of reusable materials. 

 

If the Public Officer has the structure demolished, reasonable effort shall be made to salvage reusable 

materials for credit against the cost of demolition. The proceeds of any money shall be used or applied 

against the cost of the demolition and removal of the structure, and proper records shall be kept showing 

application of sales proceeds. Any such sale of salvaged materials may be made without the necessity of 

public advertisement and bid, according to O.C.G.A. § 41-2-9(a)(6). The Public Officer and Board of 
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Commissioners are relieved of any and all liability resulting from, or occasioned by, the sale of any such 

salvaged materials, including, without limitation, defects in such salvaged materials consistent with 

O.C.G.A. § 41-2-9(a)(6). 

 

48-8.    Lien on property. 

 

A.  The cost of repairing, altering, improving, removing, closing or demolishing the dwelling, building, 

structure, or property incurred by the Public Officer in accordance with exercising his/her authority as 

described in this Article, including all court costs, appraisal fees, administrative costs incurred by the 

Dawson County Tax Commissioner, and all other costs necessarily associated with the abatement action, 

including restoration to grade of the real property after demolition, shall be a lien against the real property 

upon which such cost was incurred. Said lien shall attach to the real property upon the filing of a certified 

copy of the order requiring repair, closure or demolition in the Office of the Clerk of Superior Court of 

Dawson County and shall relate back to the date of the filing of the lis pendens notice required in this article. 

The clerk of superior court shall record and index such certified copy of the order in the deed records of the 

County and enter the lien on the general execution docket. The lien shall be superior to all other liens on 

the property, except liens for taxes to which the lien shall be inferior, and shall continue in force until paid. 

 

B.  Upon final determination of costs, fees and expenses incurred in accordance with this section, the Public 

Officer shall transmit to the Dawson County Tax Commissioner a statement of the total amount due and 

secured by said lien, together with copies of all notices provided to interested parties. The statement of the 

Public Officer shall be transmitted within 90 days of completion of the repairs, demolition or closure. It 

shall be the duty of the County Tax Commissioner to collect the amount of the lien using all methods 

available for collecting real property ad valorem taxes, including, specifically, O.C.G.A. tit. 48, ch. 4; 

provided, however, that the limitation of O.C.G.A. § 48-4-78 which requires 12 months of delinquency 

before commencing a tax foreclosure, shall not apply. The County Tax Commissioner shall remit the 

amount collected to the Dawson County Board of Commissioners. 

 

C.  Enforcement of liens pursuant to this section may be initiated at any time following receipt by the 

Dawson County Tax Commissioner of the final determination of costs. The unpaid lien amount shall bear 

interest and penalties from and after the date of final determination of costs in the same amount as applicable 

to interest and penalties on unpaid real property ad valorem taxes. An enforcement proceeding pursuant to 

O.C.G.A. § 48-4-78 for delinquent ad valorem taxes may include all amounts due under this section. 

 

D.  The redemption amount in any enforcement proceeding pursuant to this article shall be the full amount 

of the costs as finally determined in accordance with this section, together with interest, penalties, and costs 

incurred by the County and the Dawson County Tax Commissioner in the enforcement of such lien. 

Redemption of property from the lien may be in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-4-80 and § 48-4-81. 

 

E.  This section is intended to adopt and be consistent with O.C.G.A. § 41-2-9(b). 

 

48-9.    Waiver of lien. 

 

The County may waive and release any lien imposed on property if the owner of such property enters into 

a contract with the County agreeing to a timetable for rehabilitation of the real property or the dwelling, 

building or structure on the property and demonstrating the financial means to accomplish such 

rehabilitation. 

 

48-10.    Appellate review. 
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Review of the Magistrate Court's order requiring the repair, alteration, improvement, or demolition of a 

dwelling, building or structure shall be by direct appeal to the Dawson County Superior Court according to 

O.C.G.A. § 5-3-29. 

 

48-11.    Summary proceedings. 

 

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the County to define 

and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by summary proceedings or otherwise when, 

upon a majority vote of the Dawson County Board of Commissioners, the County determines that a 

nuisance exists and the repair, alteration, improvement, removal, closing or demolition will not exceed 

$1,000.00. 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department: Sheriff Office__            Work Session: _03-05-20______ 
 
Prepared By: _Laurie Whalen_              Voting Session: _03-19-20_______ 
 
Presenter: Major Greg Rowan, DC Sheriff’s Office  Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: VAWA Award___W18-8-064_& W19-8-041 ___________________ 
 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:       Not Applicable:         Budgeted: Yes  x    No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

250  3391     

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization: ______________________   Date: _____ 

Finance Dept. Authorization:____Vickie Neikirk_____________________ Date: __2.25.2020___ 

County Manager Authorization: DH           Date: 02/25/2020  

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

This is for the acceptance of the VAWA grant. It is for personnel expense related to the VAWA 

program in the Sheriff’s Office. The department has received this grant for several years.  

The grant year runs from January 1, 2020, through June 30, 2020, in the amount of $26,392 with a 

25% local match ($19,794 federal and $6,598 local match). The same amount is awarded from July 

through December to cover the whole year. The yearly total is $52,785 ($39,588 federal and $13,196 

local). 
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Planning & Development             Work Session: 3/05/2020 
 
Prepared By:  Harmony Gee                         Voting Session: 3/19/2020 
 
Presenter: Jameson Kinley        Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Sheriff’s Office 3rd Annual Motorcycle Ride 

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:  

Finance Dept. Authorization:                 Date:       

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The Sheriff’s Office will host its 3rd annual Motorcycle Ride for Charity. The ride will be April 4 and 

begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at noon, traveling state and county roads within Dawson County.      

We are awaiting the final approval from GDOT but all other signatures have been obtained.       
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DAWSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA FORM 
 
 

Department:  Planning & Development              Work Session: 3/5/20 
 
Prepared By:  Harmony Gee                          Voting Session: 3/19/20 
 
Presenter: Jameson Kinley               Public Hearing:  Yes       No x 
 
Agenda Item Title: Presentation of Atlanta Ride for Kids Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation  

 
Background Information:  

 
 
 

 

 

Current Information: 

 

 

 

 

Budget Information:   Applicable:        Not Applicable: x   Budgeted: Yes           No         

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

Recommendation/Motion:       

Department Head Authorization:             Date:  

Finance Dept. Authorization:                 Date:       

County Manager Authorization:                Date:        

County Attorney Authorization:                Date:       

Comments/Attachments:  

 

The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation held this ride last year and will follow the same route as last 

year; ride to be held June 7, 2020. 

The ride will leave from Cumming Fairgrounds with approximately 450-475 motorcycle 

riders/passengers and will travel roads within Forsyth County and Dawson County (Highway 9). All 

signatures and approvals from GDOT and other departments have been obtained.   
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