
 

City Council Regular Called Meeting Agenda 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 1209 FIORELLA STREET 

Tuesday, July 22, 2025 

 6:00 PM  

 

The City Council of the City of Castroville will meet in the Regular Called Meeting beginning at 

6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall on the following items listed on the agenda. 

 

AGENDA ADDENDUM 

The following item is added to VI. Consent Agenda for consideration: 

g. Approval of a Resolution authorizing the submission of a Texas Parks and Wildlife Local Park 

Grant Program application. 

 

 

Accessibility Statement 

The City Hall is wheelchair accessible.  The exit and parking ramps are located at the rear of the 

building. 

Non-Discrimination Statement 

The City of Castroville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or 

disability in the employment or the provision of services. 

The City Council of the City of Castroville reserves the right to adjourn into closed session at any time 

during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed above, as authorized by the Texas 

Open Meetings Act.  

I hereby certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin board of City Hall, 

Castroville, Texas on July 19, 2025 before 3:30 p.m. 

 

/s/ Debra Howe 

City Secretary 
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Agenda Report 

 

Agenda of: July 22nd, 2025 

Department: Parks & Recreation 

Subject: Consider & adopt a resolution authorizing the submission of a Texas Parks & 

Wildlife Local Park Grant Program application. 

Recommended Motion: 

CONSENT: I move to adopt a resolution authorizing the submission of a Texas Parks & Wildlife 

Local Park Grant Program application. 

Background: 

The Parks & Recreation Department with the support of the Friends of Castroville 

Regional Park, the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, and numerous community members has 

actively engaged residents through public surveys, master planning efforts, and stakeholder 

meetings to identify priorities for future improvements and expansions. The community has 

consistently voiced a need for increased trail connectivity, shaded areas, play spaces, and 

upgraded infrastructure that fosters outdoor health, wellness, and inclusion. 

Applying for the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department Non-Urban Outdoor Recreation 

Grant aligns with the City’s vision to invest in high-quality recreational amenities. This grant 

would provide critical funding to construct an all-inclusive playground which is in-line with the 

Park Master Plan. This addition will enhance equitable access to outdoor recreation for all 

residents! 

With a proven track record of stewardship, community support, and strategic planning, 

the Parks & Recreation Department respectfully seeks the City Council’s endorsement to move 

forward with this grant opportunity, helping to ensure that current and future generations can 

enjoy safe, vibrant, and sustainable outdoor spaces. 

Fiscal Impact: 

☒ Budgeted   ☐ Requires Budget Amendment 

Source of Funding: 

 Account Code: 10-50904-413.03 

Attachments: 

 Castroville Parks Resolution Authorizing Application 

 Castroville Program Assurances 

 Playground Renderings 
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Letters of Support 

Urgency (0-5 = Low Urgency to High Urgency): 5 

Impact (0-5 = Low Impact to High Impact): 5 

 

Submitted by: Jonah Chang, Director of Parks & Recreation 
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PWD 1069B – P4000 (01/2014) 

Local Park Grant Program 
Resolution Authorizing Application    

 
 

A resolution of the City of Castroville  as hereinafter referred to as “Applicant,” designating certain officials 
as being responsible for, acting for, and on behalf of the Applicant in dealing with the Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department, hereinafter referred to as “Department,” for the purpose of participating in the Local 
Park Grant Program, hereinafter referred to as the “Program”; certifying that the Applicant is eligible to 
receive program assistance; certifying that the Applicant matching share is readily available; and 
dedicating the proposed site for permanent (or for the term of the lease for leased property) public park 
and recreational uses.  
 
WHEREAS, the Applicant is fully eligible to receive assistance under the Program; and   

WHEREAS, the Applicant is desirous of authorizing an official to represent and act for the Applicant in 
dealing with the Department concerning the Program;   

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE APPLICANT:   

 
SECTION 1: That the Applicant hereby certifies that they are eligible to receive assistance under the 

Program, and that notice of the application has been posted according to local public 
hearing requirements.   

 
SECTION 2: That the Applicant hereby certifies that the matching share for this application is readily 

available at this time.   
 
SECTION 3: That the Applicant hereby authorizes and directs the Mayor to act for the Applicant in 

dealing with the Department for the purposes of the Program, and that Mayor is hereby 
officially designated as the representative in this regard. 

 
SECTION 4: The Applicant hereby specifically authorizes the official to make application to the 

Department concerning the site to be known as Lions Park in the City of Castroville  for 
use as a park site and is hereby dedicated (or will be dedicated upon completion of the 
proposed acquisition) for public park and recreation purposes in perpetuity (or for the lease 
term, if legal control is through a lease).  Projects with federal monies may have differing 
requirements.  

 
 
Introduced, read and passed by an affirmative vote of the “Applicant” on this  22nd day of July, 2025. 
 
 
 
Signature of Local Government Official 

 
Bruce Alexander, Mayor 
Typed Name and Title 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 
Signature 
 

      

Typed Name and Title 
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PWD 1069C – P4000 (06/2017) 

Local Park Grant Program 
Applicant’s Certification & Program Assurances    

 
 

As the duly authorized representative of the sponsor designated in the Resolution Section 
3, I certify that the Applicant:   
 

1. Has complied with all pertinent local and state laws, and Local Parks Grants Program 
requirements regarding public hearings, including floodplain development, if appropriate.  

2. Has the required proportionate share of funds available and sufficient for the project as 
required by Section 13.309 of the Parks and Wildlife Code.  

3. Will maintain and operate areas acquired or developed with program assistance at sponsor 
expense as required by Section 13.309 of the Parks & Wildlife Code.  

4. Will permanently dedicate for public park and recreation use all project area(s) which 
receive program assistance, as required by Chapter 640.1.2 of the Local Park Grant 
Program Manual.   

5. Has the legal authority to apply for program assistance and the institutional, managerial and 
financial capability to ensure proper planning, management and completion of the project 
described in this application.  

6. Will give the State of Texas, hereafter referred to as “State,” through any authorized 
representative, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents 
related to the assistance; and will establish a proper accounting system in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting standards or agency directives.   

7. Will not dispose of, modify the use of, or change the terms of the real property title or other 
interest in the site and facilities without permission and instructions from the Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department, and will record any federal interest in the title of real property in 
accordance with U. S. Department of Interior directives.   

8. Will dedicate and permanently maintain any property designated as a natural area, wetland, 
or open space to meet program guidelines.   

9. Will comply with all provisions of the “Summary of Guidelines for Administration of Local 
Park Grant Acquisition & Development Projects.”   

10. Will comply with the requirements of the Department with regard to the drafting, review and 
approval of construction plans and specifications.  

11. Will obtain all required state and/or federal permits related to project development.  

12. Will provide and maintain competent and adequate engineering supervision at the 
construction site to ensure that the completed work conforms to the approved plans and 
specifications.  

13. Will furnish quarterly progress reports and such other information as may be required by 
the Department.   

14. Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable time frame after receipt of approval 
from the Department.  

15. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from using their positions for a purpose that 
constitutes or presents the appearance of personal or organizational conflict of interest or 
personal gain.  
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PWD 1069C – P4000 (06/2017) 

Applicant’s Certification & Program Assurances - Continued 

 
16. Will comply with all State and Federal statues relating to non-discrimination.  These include 

but are not limited to:  (a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§ 1681-1686) which prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 
U.S.C. § 794) which prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d) the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§ 6101-6107) which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of age; (e) any other non-discrimination provisions in the specific 
statute(s) under which application for program assistance is being made, and (f) the 
requirements of any other non-discrimination statute(s) which may apply to the application.   

17. Will comply with the flood insurance purchase requirements of Section 4012(a) of the Flood 
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 which requires recipients in a special flood hazard area to 
participate in the program and to purchase flood insurance in an amount at least equal to 
its development or project cost.  

18. Will comply with environmental standards which may be prescribed to the following: (a) 
institution of environmental quality control measures under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and Executive Order (EO) 11514; (b) notification of violating 
facilities pursuance to EO 11738; (c) protection of wetlands pursuant to EO 11990; (d) 
evaluation of flood hazards in floodplain in accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of 
project consistency with the approved State management program developed under the 
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S. C. §§ 1451 et seq.); (f) conformity of 
Federal actions to State (Clear Air) Implementation Plans under Section 176(c) of the Clear 
Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.);(g) protection of underground 
sources of drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended, (P.L. 
93-523); and (h) protection of endangered species under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (P.L. 93-205).  

19. Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. §§ 1271 et seq.) related 
to protecting components or potential components of the national wild and scenic rivers 
system.  

20. Will assist the Department in assuring compliance with the Texas Antiquities Code.  

21. Will cause to be performed the required financial and compliance audits in accordance with 
the state or federal Single Audit requirements.  

22. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other State and Federal laws, regulations 
and policies governing this program.  

 

 
City of Castroville Lion's Park 
Sponsor/ Project Name 

 
      
Signature of Official Authorized in Resolution 

 
Bruce Alexander, Mayor 
Print Name and Title of Official 

 
      
Date 
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July 15, 2025 

 
Hon. Mayor Bruce Alexander and City Council 
Castroville, Texas 78009 

Re: Support for Inclusive Playground Equipment at Lion’s Park 

Mayor Alexander and City Council: 

I am the Board President of Castroville United Futbol Club, Inc. (CUFC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
with a purpose of providing Medina County youth whose passion is soccer with a local option to pursue 
club-level competition.  As you know, our home is Lion’s Park located at 1101 Houston Street, Castroville, 
Texas.  Members of our Club include approximately 70 boys and girls and their families.   

Since establishing Lion’s Park for CUFC’s home, we have collaborated with the City to transform the facility 
from an under-utilized, dangerous open field to a vibrant public park that provides an outlet to our local 
families looking for a venue for outdoor activities.  Over the past several years, Lion’s Park capital 
improvements have included installation of restrooms, public parking, walking trails, trees, sod, sprinkler 
systems, and lights, the costs of which have been borne by the City, by CUFC, and by local grants.  The 
results of our joint investments are demonstrated by the before and after photos included with this letter. 

As a non-profit youth organization and a growing Texas suburban city, our respective budgets are limited, 
and the needs of our community and its families are great.  Lion’s Park needs additional capital investment 
and playground equipment that accommodates children of all levels of need and ability fits perfectly 
within the scope, and continues and furthers the progress, of local investment to improve Lion’s Park 
already made to date.  In my role with CUFC, I am passionate about bringing amenities to our community 
that otherwise require travel into San Antonio and beyond, while maintaining affordability.  Time not spent 
in the car and fighting traffic is time spent with family, focusing on homework, and pursuing other, 
important activities that produce well-rounded, self-confident young adults. This is the ultimate mission 
of CUFC and one that is furthered by additional improvements to Lion’s Park.  

This request for grant funding to install inclusive playground equipment at Lion’s Park has our Club’s 
complete and total support.  We appreciate the opportunity for consideration and will gladly provide 
additional information or support, as needed, to secure this grant funding.   

Sincerely,  

 

Clay Binford 
Board President 
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Lion’s Sports Complex Before and After 

Before Lion’s Sports Complex August 2020 

After Lion’s Sports Complex January 2025 
Proposed Universally Accessible Playscape (UAP)

Page 1 of 2 
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Patrick Conner 
811 Washington St. 

Castroville, TX. 78009 
July 15, 2025 

To: Mayor and City Council of Castroville Texas 

RE: Support for a grant application to install a Universal Playground System and other Lions 
Park improvements from the Texas Parks and Recreation Department (TPWD). 

Aloha Mayor and City Council, 

Please accept my full endorsement and support for a grant application to install a Universal 
Playground Playscape System and other Lions Park improvements from the Texas Parks and 
Recreation Department (TPWD). 

Look at the before and after photos of Lion’s Sports Complex. 
In 2020, this park looked like an overgrazed cattle pasture. 
Now, this park is starting to look like and function as a 'Real Park'. 

Many Thanks!! to the Mayor, City Council and Park’s & Recreation Department for making this 
a reality. 

Let’s keep the progress in Lion’s Sports Complex moving forward! 

I fully endorse and support the Park’s Advisory Board’s recommendation to apply for a TPWD 
Grant to complete the major infrastructure items listed in the Park Master Plan. 

This park now has soccer, softball and football as active organized sports areas. 
This park lacks passive unorganized recreational activity areas. 
Such as an ‘all ages and abilities’, Universally Accessible Playscape (UAP). 

The addition of this UAP to the Lion’s Sports Complex, will make Castroville the only city with a 
structure of this kind, within 35 miles west of San Antonio. There are no UAPs west of 
Castroville to the Rio Grande, and none south to Brownsville. 

Mayor, City Council, please help continuing to improve the quality of life for ‘ALL’ of 
Castroville’s citizens by supporting the application for this TPWD Grant. 

Best wishes to you all, 
Patrick Conner 

Page 2 of 2 
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Outlook

Grant Support

From Priscilla Garrett <prismon@aol.com>
Date Wed 7/16/2025 8:42 PM
To Jonah Chang <Jonah.Chang@castrovilletx.gov>
Cc lazyh@sbcglobal.net <lazyh@sbcglobal.net>

Caution: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I fully support the request for a TPWD matching grant to build a new playground at Lion's Park. I
recognize the need for improved playground facilities in our city, a much needed addition for
years.  I also have confidence in our ability to complete this project successfully.

Priscilla Garrett

18



Outlook

Grant letter - TPWD

From kyle mcvay <klmcvay@hotmail.com>
Date Wed 7/16/2025 7:45 PM
To Jonah Chang <Jonah.Chang@castrovilletx.gov>

Caution: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The City of Castroville is applying for a matching grant for playground equipment for Lions Park in
Castroville. The equipment would be all inclusive so to accommodate all children . Our Lions Park is
located in the heart of our City that has no play parks for children. This addition would be asset to all
families in the area.
Thank you for considering our request,
Kyle McVay
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City of Castroville 

Mayor and Council  

 

RE: Lions Park 

 

Mr. Mayor and Council Members. 

 

It has come to my attention that there is a possibility for a matching grant for 
one of our city parks. As a long time, resident and former Mayor and member of 
the city Council I feel we have a responsibility to make every effort to improve 
city services and facilities at every opportunity. Therefore, I would like to go on 
record in support of the application for the matching grant.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Dwight M. Green 
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To Whom it May Concern. 

 

My name is Beth Farley, and I am the Library Director for the Castroville Public Library. As w 
San Antonio begins to creep into our small community, I see the need for so many things for 
our community children. 

 

One of them is a playground. Lion’s Park needs a playground which would enhance the 
park and be utilized by children. I am in full support of anything we can provide for our 
community that promotes friendships, connections and a space for outside play. 

 

 

Warm Regards, 

Beth Farley-Director 

Castroville Public Library 

 

 

    

21



22



23



24



25



26



27



Alli Welch 
704 Lisbon Street 
Castroville, TX 78009 
alli@kinetickidstx.org 
512-497-3626 
 
July 17, 2025 
 
Dear Texas Parks and Wildlife Team, 
 
My name is Alli Welch, and I am writing to respectfully request your support in funding an 
inclusive playground for the City of Castroville through your grant program. I am a proud 
Castroville resident, a parent, an advocate for children with special needs, and the current 
secretary of the city’s Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 
 
In addition to my role on the board, I work with Kinetic Kids, a nonprofit organization that 
has provided adaptive sports programs for children with disabilities since 2001. Three years 
ago, we launched a satellite program right here in Castroville. What began with two 
programs serving 30 children has grown into eight seasonal programs and multiple one-day 
events, now reaching over 160 children—many of whom are on a waitlist due to limited 
resources and space. 
 
This remarkable growth reflects the urgent need for more inclusive recreational spaces in 
our community. Children with disabilities deserve more than access—they deserve a place 
to truly belong. 
 
Castroville may be a small city of just over 3,000 residents, but it serves as the heart of the 
Medina Valley Independent School District, which spans over 296 square miles and 
educates more than 7,500 students across multiple communities. Of those students, 
roughly 1 in 6 receive Special Education services—that’s over 1,200 children in our district 
who could benefit from a thoughtfully designed inclusive playground. Castroville might be 
small in population, but its reach—and its responsibility to serve children of all abilities—is 
significant. 
 
An inclusive playground in Castroville would serve these children by offering: 

• Ground-level and accessible equipment 
• Sensory-friendly zones 
• Adaptive swings 
• Intentional design that encourages play together, not apart 

 
Currently, the closest inclusive playground is more than 24 miles away, making daily or 
spontaneous play inaccessible for many families. Our community deserves a space where 
children of all abilities can laugh, move, and build friendships—right here at home. 
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More than just meeting a need, this playground would send a clear message: Castroville is 
a place where everyone belongs. Where inclusion is not just a goal, but a value we live by. It 
would be a vital step forward in building a city that grows with intention, compassion, and 
heart. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. With your support, we can build more than a 
playground—we can build a place of connection, joy, and inclusion for all. 
 
With sincere gratitude, 
Alli Welch 
Secretary, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Kinetic Kids –Satellite Coordinator 
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July 17, 2025 

 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 

4200 Smith School Road 

Austin, Texas 78744 

Attention:  Executive Director  

 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

 

The overarching purpose of The American Legion is “For God and Country”.  

Legionnaires fulfill our purpose to serve God and our country by virtue of serving our 
local community.  Our Post has a rich legacy of serving the greater Castroville 

community for well over half a century though its programs that support the four pillars 
upon which our noble organization was founded: 1.) Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, 

2.) National Security, 3.) Americanism, 4.) Children & Youth.   

 

As fellow community servants, we appreciate your legacy of service to communities 
throughout the State of Texas by virtue of your grant program.  We hope that our 

hometown may benefit from the generosity of your service.  In that regard, we support 
the application by the City of Castroville for funding assistance offered by the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). 

 

If awarded, the grant money will be used to improve the underutilized Lions Park.  We 

firmly believe that the proposed improvements are entirely consistent with the TPWD 

mission to provide “outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of 

present and future generations.”  Consequently, because of the need justified in the 

grant application, we’re convinced that Castroville is a prime candidate for the TPWD 

grant.  The return on the investment would be maximized in terms of the community’s 

immeasurable enjoyment of the proposed recreational opportunities that the grant will 

provide. 

 

On behalf of the members of Weiss-Wurzbach Post 460, I respectfully request your 

kind and thoughtful consideration of the City’s worthy request. 

 

We are "For God and Country", 

 

      

 

 

Past Commander 
 

 
For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: 

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; To maintain law and order; To foster and 

perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all 

wars; To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy of 

both the classes and the masses; To make right the master of might; To promote peace and goodwill on earth; To 

safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate and sanctify our 

comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

Past Commanders: 
 

Otto Naegelin 
1940 - 1941 

 

A. A. Murrell 
1944 - 1945 

 

Otto Naegelin 
1945 - 1946 

 

Leslie C. Howard 
1946 - 1947 

 

Howard L. Haas 
1947 - 1948 

 

Charles L. Suehs 
1948 - 1949 

 

Richard J. Schott 
1949 - 1950 

 

Daniel M. O’Connell 
1950 - 1952 

 

Floyd L. Tondre 
1952 – 1954 

 

Maurice A. Rihn 
1954 – 1955 

 

L. D. Nuckles 
1955 – 1956 

 

Leon C. Groff 
1960 – 1962 

 

Howard H. Haby 
1962 – 1964 

 

Marion H. Tschirhart 
1964 – 1965 

 

Stanley C. Keller 
1965 – 1967 

 

Alton Moak 
1967 – 1969 

 

Irvin A. Kilhorn 
1969 – 1971 

 

Marion H. Tschirhart 
1971 – 1973 

 

William A. Iltis 
1973 – 1974 

 

Robert D. Hester 
1974 – 1975 

 

Lynn F. Boehme 
1975 - 1976 

 

Royce Groff 
1976 – 1977 

 

Richard H. Gass 
1977 – 1978 

 

Gilbert V. Kempf 
1978 – 1981 

 

Milton T. Tschirhart 
1981 – 1983 

 
 

Past Commanders: 
 

Irvin A. Kilhorn 
1983 – 1985 

 

Lee Tschirhart 
1985 – 1986 

 

R. Q. Stinson 
1986 - 1987 

 

Lee Tschirhart 
1987 – 1988 

 

Hugo C. Wurzbach 
1988 – 1990 

 

Albert J. King 
1990 – 1992 

 

Glenn O. Sherill 
1992 

 

Jerald R. Foxworthy 
1993 

 

Albert J. King 
1993 – 1995 

 

Felix Lange 
1995 – 1997 

 

William G. Nye 
1997 - 1999 

 

Robert D. Hester 
1999 - 2001 

 

Donald F. Mottram 
2001 - 2002 

 

Sam Tomlinson 
2003 - 2006 

 

Roy Clement 
2006 – 2008 

 

Donato Rios 
2008 – 2010 

 

Jerome A. Iltis 
2010 – 2012 

 

Alex Tschirhart 
2012 – 2014 

 

Victor Ortiz 
2014 – 2016 

 

Malcolm Wallace 
2016 – 2017 

 

Jesus Mendoza 
2017 – 2018 

 

Albert Salinas 
2018 – 2019 

 

Victor Ortiz 
2019 - 2021 

 

Christopher Powers 
2021 – 2022 

 

Jerome A. Iltis 
2022-2023 

 

Abigail Figueroa 
2023 – 2024 

 

Jesus Mendoza 
2024-2025 

The American Legion 

Weiss-Wurzbach Post 460 
P. O. Box 156  ·  Castroville, Texas  78009 
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July 17, 2025 

 

Dear Mayor Alexander, 
 
My name is Ashley Hundley. I am President of the PTO at Castroville Elementar (located directly across the 

street from Lions Field), and a certified personal trainer. I own a small business here in Castroville, called The 

She Shed. As president and business owner, I am passionate about enhancing the lifestyles of the children and 

families in our community. 

I am writing to formally recommend and advocate for a grant to help fund the installation of a children’s 

playground at Lions Field. This location is already a valued and frequently used space, and adding a safe, well-

designed play structure would significantly enhance its value to our community.  

Each year, our 3rd through 5th grade students enjoy their end-of-year park days at the Lions Field, and 

because of its close proximity to the elementary school, it has become a safer alternative to our previous 

location, the Regional Park. Each grade level, of over 100 students, spends a day at the park. Typically, they all 

gather around the water features or start a game of kickball. If there was an addition of a play structure, our 

elementary kids could spread out and have a broader range of activities.  
 
From a public health perspective, the absence of playground limits the opportunities for safe and age-

appropriate physical activity, particularly for younger siblings and community members who visit year-round. A 

playground would not only improve the experience of events like Park Day but would serve as an everyday 

resource to encourage physical activity for children and families across Castroville 

I encourage you to consider supporting this initiative by pursuing funding options toward this project. I would be 

happy to collaborate or provide additional information as needed. Thank you for your ongoing dedication to the 

well-being of our city and its future generations. 

Thank you for your time,  
 
Ashley Hundley 
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July 15, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I cannot tell you how delighted I am to have been given an opportunity to submit 
a leBer supporCng the applicaCon by the City of Castroville for funding assistance 
offered by your organizaCon. 

The City’s goal of providing an inclusive playground and other improvements for 
Lion’s Park, is a worthy one indeed, for presently, there is no playground or place 
for kids to play on the North side of Hwy. 90. in my hometown of Castroville.   
There is a playground at the Regional Park, but kids have to cross a very busy 
highway to get to it. 

I can assure you that, if awarded this grant, the money will be well spent and 
closely watched.  Your serious consideraCon of their applicaCon will be more 
appreciated than you could possibly know. 

If addiConal informaCon is needed, you have only to contact me.  Thank you from 
the boBom of my aging heart. 

Most sincerely, 

Helen Delavan 
Box 117    1105 Lisbon Street 
Castroville, Texas 780090 
Cell: 830 931 4176 
lazyh@sbcglobal.net 
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July 18, 2025 

Dear Mayor Alexander and Council: 

 

I am writing in strong support of the City of Castroville’s grant application to develop a new 
playground at Lion’s Park. As a certified elementary educator and community advocate, I 
believe this project would have a significant impact on the well-being of families in our 
area—particularly on the underserved northwest side of Castroville, where there are currently 
no public playgrounds available for children to enjoy. 

Lion’s Park is a beautiful open space with large soccer fields and natural shade trees, but it 
lacks dedicated playground facilities. The spacious and very nice Splashpad is also an 
entertaining new addition to the park; however, due to the city’s water restrictions, it has its 
limitations. During the “no water usage” months, the Splashpad is simply a concrete pad.  
Adding a thoughtfully designed play environment would turn the park into a more inclusive 
destination for families, providing children with a safe, accessible place to engage in physical 
activity, imaginative play, and social interaction. 

Playgrounds offer more than just fun—they are essential for a child’s healthy development. 
Research consistently shows that unstructured play supports physical fitness, improves 
cognitive functioning, and strengthens emotional and social skills. A new playground at Lion’s 
Park would directly address these needs, especially for children between the ages of 1–8, by 
creating opportunities for climbing, running, balancing, and cooperative play. The possibility of 
two well-designed playgrounds, specific for the wide range of age groups, could also be 
considered: one designed for children 12 months-4 years, and one designed for stronger, more 
mature children 5-8 years of age.   

In addition, the development of this playground would promote community connection. It would 
give neighbors a place to meet, encourage outdoor time for young families, and enhance overall 
quality of life in the area. The presence of shade trees at Lion’s Park makes it a particularly ideal 
location for active play, even during the hot Texas summer months. 

A well-planned playground at Lion’s Park would provide not only physical benefits but also 
long-term investment in the health and happiness of our community’s children. Thank you for 
considering this grant on their behalf. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nadine Kempf 

Resident and Advocate, Castroville, TX 
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