
 

Town of Cortland 

Board of Trustees Town Board Meeting 

Town Hall, 59 S. Somonauk Road Cortland, IL 60112 

January 26, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

PUBLIC WISHING TO SPEAK 

NEW BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

1. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes from January 12, 2026 

2. Consider a motion to appoint Trent Moser to the Planning Commission filling a 
vacancy with a term to expire May 2028 

3. Approval of Annual Maintenance Contract with Fulton Siren Services  

This is an annual contract for maintenance service to the Outdoor Warning System 
from January 1, 2026-December 31, 2026 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

4. Police and Permit Reports for December 2025 

Public Works Report for December 2025 

 

COMMENTS  

MAYOR'S REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Town of Cortland 
Board of Trustees Town Board Meeting 

Town Hall, 59 S. Somonauk Road Cortland, IL 60112 
January 12, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 
Mayor Pietrowski called the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll was called showing as present Trustees Stone, 
Fioretto, Haier, Siewierski and Olson. Shown as absent was Trustee Corson. Quorum was 
present.  Also present were Town Clerk Cheryl Aldis, Attorney Kevin Buick, Zoning Administrator 
Brandy Williams, Director of Public Works Joel Summerhill, and Deputy Clerk Catherine Koks 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Trustee Siewierski moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Haier. Unanimous 
voice vote to carry the motion.  
 
PUBLIC WISHING TO SPEAK 
There was no public comment. 
 
PUBLIC WISHING TO SPEAK 

1. Approval of Town Board Minutes of November 24, 2025; Accept Treasurer Report and 
Approve Expenditures of November 2025 

Clerk Aldis read the consent agenda into the record; Approve Town Board Minutes of 
November 24, 2025,  Approve Expenditure Reports of November 2025, Accept 
Treasurer's Report of November 2025. 
Trustee Olsen, seconded by Trustee Siewierski moved to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Yea:   Trustees Stone, Siewierski, Fioretto, Olson, Haier 
Nay:   None 
Absent:  Trustee Corson  Motion Carried 
 

NEW BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
2. Consider a motion to Approve the Deputy Town Clerk, Catherine Koks, as an 

additional General FOIA Officer. 
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Mayor Pietrowski asked the board to approve Town Deputy Clerk Catherine Koks as 
an additional General FOIA Officer. 
Trustee Siewierksi made a motion, seconded by Trustee Fioretto to approve Town 
Deputy Clerk Catherine Koks as an additional General FOIA Officer. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Yea:   Trustees Stone, Siewierski, Fioretto, Olson, Haier 
Nay:   None 
Absent:  Corson   Motion Carried 
 

3. Consider a request from Police Chief Dargis to accept a proposal to purchase a 2026 
Ford Explorer from Tera Ford in the amount not to exceed $59,000.00 
Mayor Pietrowski introduced the request from Police Chief Dargis for a proposal to 
purchase a 2026 Ford Explorer. 
Trustee Fioretto made the motion, seconded by Trustee Haier to accept a proposal to 
purchase a 2026 Ford Explorer from Tera Ford in the amount not to exceed $59,000.00 
 
Commander VanWankum was present to answer questions from the board. He stated 
that there were plans in this year's budget to purchase two vehicles to replace vehicles 
that had experienced mechanical issues.  The Police Department would like to purchase 
a Ford Explorer this year with the hope it would have improved performance over the 
Chevy Tahoe.  The vehicles to be replaced would be used as administrative vehicles 
and stripped of police equipment.  The Commander also stated that there were no plans 
to purchase any additional vehicles in the next fiscal year to reduce costs and maintain 
an every-other-year purchase schedule.  
 
Trustees asked why a slightly used, low-mileage vehicle was not being considered for 
purchase and the Commander stated they did not want to inherit someone else's 
problem vehicle.  
 
Trustees asked Public Works Director Summerhill if the Town staff would still be 
maintaining the vehicles. He stated that maintenance would be continued but that the 
issues that were identified could be avoided by not allowing the vehicles to sit and idle 
for extended periods of time, as the oil had run out of the vehicle more than once. The 
Commander replied that he and the Chief had been working with their staff to not idle 
vehicles above and below certain temperature thresholds during their shifts. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Yea:   Trustees Stone, Siewierski, Fioretto, Olson, Haier 
Nay:   None 
Absent:  Corson   Motion Carried 
 

4. Review of Planning Commission Recommendation (PC25-01) and Consideration of 
Ordinance Allowing Domesticated Hens and Chicken Coops/Enclosures Subject to 
Certain Regulations 
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Mayor Pietrowski introduced the Planning Commissions recommendation on text 
amendments to Title 9 of the Town Code as well as a proposed Ordinance, which 
would allow domesticated hens and chicken coops. 
 
Trustee Siewierski made a motion, seconded by Trustee Stone, to accept the Planning 
Commission recommendation (PC25-01) modifying Title 9, Zoning regulations and to 
approve the proposed Ordinance, An Ordinance Allowing Domesticated Hens and 
Chicken Coops/Enclosures Subject to Certain Regulations.  
 
The board discussed the coop size limitations including the 10ft coop height maximum 
recommended by the Planning Committee.  
 
Trustee Fioretto asked what percentage of residents would qualify to apply for a permit 
based on the 11,000 sq lot size limitation. The board discussed that residents would 
need to check their lot size before applying for a permit for keeping chickens. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Yea:   Trustees Stone, Siewierski, Olson, Haier 
Nay:   Trustee Fioretto 
Absent:  Trustee Corson  Motion Carried. Ord No. 2026-01 

 
5. Review of recommendation from the Cortland Planning Commission (PC25-02) 

regarding a Special Use Permit Request from SolarStone Partners – no action 
contemplated, pending annexation petition submittal. 
Town Engineer Williams introduced a recommendation to the Town Board from the 
Planning Commission regarding the request from SolarStone Partners for a special use 
permit to construct a solar farm. The two parcels of land in the application have yet to 
be annexed, so no vote will be taken on this request.  
 
Attorney Buick outlined the process required, first to annex the property and then to 
accept the recommendation to grant the special use permit to construct the solar farm. 
Board members asked questions about if the parties involved have other solar farms 
being constructed within the county. Board members commented on the conditions and 
general unsightliness of other farms in the area. 
 
Board members asked what the incentive was for the Town to approve the request. 
Engineer Williams and Attorney Buick responded that there are property tax 
incentives.  Trustee Siewierski asked Engineer Williams to put together numbers to 
show financial benefits to the Town. Clerk Aldis suggested board members call the 
County Assessor about the formula they use to generate tax numbers and Williams 
stated the County's formula also considers the megawatts produced by the farm. 
 
Buick explained that if the Town chooses not to annex the property and approve the 
special use permit request, DeKalb County could permit construction anyway. He stated 
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that if the Town chooses to annex the parcels and the applicant meets the minimum 
standards set in the municipal code, they are entitled to approval for the project.  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
There was no unfinished business to address. 
 
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 
There was no report. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

6. Police and Permit Reports for November 2025 
Public Works Report for October and November 2025 
Zoning Administrator Report 
The board reviewed the Police and Permit Reports from November 2025. There were 
no questions. 
 
The board reviewed the Public Works Reports for October and November 2025. Trustee 
Siewierski thanked Public Works Director Summerhill and his staff for a job well done 
clearing the streets of ice and snow so far this winter.  
 
Town Engineer Williams presented information for another solar farm applicant 
beginning preliminary talks with the Town on a parcel located at PINs 09-20-401-006 
and 09-20-426-002. She gave information about the proposed location and stated that 
the applicant was interested in entering into an Annexation Agreement as part of the 
development contract, which she and Attorney Buick are reviewing. Attorney Buick 
explained that this request deviated from the normal application and approval procedure 
that other solar companies have had to follow, including annexation and then application 
for a special use permit to the Planning Commission with approval by the Town Board, 
and that he and Williams questioned the terms listed in the proposed annexation 
agreement.  
 
Williams asked the board for guidance to communicate with the applicant if the Board is 
or is not interested in moving forward with an annexation agreement. After brief 
discussion, the board came to a consensus that they would like to see the applicant 
follow the procedure prescribed in the Town Code.  
 

COMMENTS  
There were no comments. 
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MAYOR'S REPORT 
Mayor Pietrowski did not have a report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Trustee Siewierski moved to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Stone. Unanimous voice vote 
carried the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:55pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cheryl Aldis 
Town Clerk 
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16220 Poplar Rd. 

Marengo, IL   60152 
(630) 336-2652 

 
 

Town of Cortland 
2026 Outdoor Warning Siren System Annual Maintenance Contract 

 
 

This is a contract proposal to perform annual maintenance for your Outdoor Warning Siren System.  This includes 
the following on an annual basis for the calendar year of January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026.  We will 
perform the following: 
 
 

 Clean and check contactors in control cabinets. 

 Verify no moisture problems in control cabinets. 
 Test Radio frequency, sensitivity, and audio levels. 

 Check and verify decode signals on radio system. 

 Test each command signal for proper timing and function. 

 Check and test siren batteries and fill with distilled water if necessary. *Change batteries if over five years old or fails load test. 

 Check and test siren charging system and all motor controls.   

 Check antenna, antenna cable and connectors. 

 Check and test grounding system and provide ground rod reading:  

 Test siren head heater circuit and thermostat. 

 Inspect all relay contacts and connections. 
 Check for any apparent breakage, wear and tear or vandalism and report same to owner. 

 Inspect siren equipment for looseness or any condition that may compromise the reliability and useful life of the equipment. 

 Perform inspection of surge protections system and notify the owner of deficiencies.  

 Growl test performed after completion of preventive maintenance. 
 

 

This contract includes all labor, equipment and material for general maintenance. *Any defective parts or 
components found will be repaired or replaced at an additional charge to the owner with an additional labor 
charge to perform the repair.  This is in addition to the basic contract amount approved, if major repairs are 
necessary we will contact the owner for approval.  
 

Maintenance Amount: $1,333.65 
Two (2) T-128s & One (1) Federal 2001 

 
PLEASE!  Do not send payment now, this is not a bill. You will be invoiced after maintenance is completed. 

 
₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪ 

 
PROPOSED BY:     ACCEPTED BY: 
      

           
  (Sign)            (Sign) 
 
DIANE VISTINE             
             (Print name) 
 
FULTON SIREN SERVICES              
                      (Title) 
 
Date:   1/20/2026               Date:       
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2025 MONTHLY PERMITS ISSUED JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC Yearly Total
NEW CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL 11 1 4 5 2 6 2 4 1 2 38
INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL BLDG 1 1
REMODELING/RENOVATION
ELECTRICAL/ELEC SERVICE UPGRADE 0
PLUMBING 1 1 2 1 1 1 7
HVAC 1 1 1 1 4
REMODEL/REPAIR/ALTERATION 2 1 1 4
REPLACEMENT DOORS 1 1 2
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 1 1 3 2 3 2 2 2 16
ROOF 2 1 12 6 7 18 14 6 9 4 5 3 87
SIDING 2 1 1 1 5
ADDITION 0
DEMOLITION
GARAGE 0
HOUSE 0
INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL BLDG 0
OTHER 0
MISCELLANEOUS
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 0
FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM 1 1
IRRIGATION SYSTEM ELECTRICAL 0
WATER SERVICE 1 1
SITE GRADING 0
ALL OTHER IMPROVEMENTS
DECK 1 1 2 1 1 1 7
DRIVEWAY/DRIVEWAY EXT 1 5 2 4 4 16
FENCE 1 1 3 2 6 4 3 6 3 1 1 31
FIREPLACE 0
GARAGE ADDITION 1 1
HANDRAILS 1 1
OUTDOOR FIREPLACE/PATIO WALL 0
PERGOLA/GAZEBO 1 2 3
PARK SHELTER 1 1
PARKING LOT REPAVEMENT/EXTENSION 1 1 1 3
POOL/HOT TUB 1 2 3
PORCH 1 1
RAMP 0
SHED 2 1 1 1 3 8
SIDEWALK 0
SIGN 1 1 1 3
SOLAR PANELS - RESIDENTIAL 3 1 5 2 2 4 1 2 2 22
SOLAR PANELS - COMMERCIAL 0
STAIRS & HANDRAILING 0
CONCRETE STEPS/STOOP 0
STORAGE BUILDING 0
UTILITY PERMIT 1 1 1 1 1 5
WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR 0

TOTAL 12 8 30 24 33 42 28 24 32 20 12 6 271

2025 monthly permit count report
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Public Works Department Monthly Report 
 December 2025 

Listed below is a summary of the activities of the Public Works Department for December 

STREETS, PROPERTIES, AND STORM SEWER 
• Cleaned surfaces of storm sewer inlets for snow melt 
• Picked up blown in garbage from ponds 
• Cleaned and prepared the leaf vac for storage 
• Cleaned shop 
• 2025 leaf pick up program – 24 loads total for 480 cubic yards of mulched 
leaves 
• December Snowplowing/Salting : 1534 miles driven & 139 tons of salt applied 
 
                                 

TRAINING 
• No training took place in December 

 

EQUIPMENT/VEHICLE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 
• Squad 21 – Oil Change 

• W/WW 1 – Installed New Battery 
• Kubota Snowblower- New Bearings, Gearbox, and welded cracks 

• W/WW 2 – Oil Change & All Filters 
• Bucket Truck – Oil Change & All Filters 

• Squad 25 – Oil Change 
• Truck 15 – Oil Change & All Filters 
• Skid steer – Oil Change & All Filters 
• Truck 01 – Oil Change & All Filters 
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WATER AND WASTEWATER 

GENERAL 

• Completed work orders for:   
Shut-Off Service: 0 
Turn On Service: 0 
Final Read: 6 
Courtesy Read: 0 
Julie Locate Requests: 30 
New Meters Installed: 6 
Existing Meters Replaced with New Meters: 2 
Other: 0 
Final Inspections:  4 
Total Work Orders:     18 
 
 
 
 

.                                                 WASTEWATER 
• Total raw wastewater flow into the plant (Influent) 8,428,000 
• Total treated wastewater from the plant: (Effluent)     0 
• Completed normal sewer main jetting 
• Re-attached aerators in cell 1 and 2 

• Sampled process equipment for monthly compliance 
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 INFLUENT 

 

EFFLUENT 
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  WATER 

• Completed daily lab samples related to water quality. (pH, Fluoride, Chlorine, 
Hardness) 

• Monthly chemical injection reports were completed and mailed to the IEPA. 
• Replaced brine pump at Well 2 
• Installed new check valve, spool piece, and chemical injection points at Well 2 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Well 1         62,800 
Well 2         51,946 
Well 3         1,251,000 
Well 4         6,284,300 
 
Total pumpage of treated water from wells for December:  7,650,046 
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CORTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 2025
SUMMARY Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Group A Offenses (NIBRS) 8 4 10 10 13 12 9 6 6 12 9 7 106

Mental Health Calls (NIBRS 4 5 1 1 2 3 0 1 0 0 2 2 21

Community Contacts 49 43 52 69 100 112 87 91 85 102 63 82 935

Drug Offenses 0 0 1 1 3 2 0 0 1 2 1 1 12

Alcohol Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Juvenile Offenses 0 1 1 1 1 2 3 0 2 0 1 0 12

Municipal Code 9 0 0 3 19 10 25 15 18 1 0 11 111

Traffic Stops 46 45 113 83 70 34 59 63 80 80 69 20 762

Warnings 39 38 100 68 57 29 59 43 75 73 61 19 661

Tickets Issued 5 8 21 15 14 7 6 13 7 14 17 3 130

Accidents 3 4 2 1 5 1 2 5 3 6 1 4 37

Criminal Arrests 2 5 8 3 7 7 0 6 1 7 5 7 58
*Warrant Arrests                      
(# also included in Criminal Arrests) 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 6

Calls For Service 124 96 100 123 162 139 145 146 120 127 117 128 1,527

CAD Events 1,060 1052 1258 1201 1348 1230 1325 1227 1021 1035 893 773 13,423

Case Reports 39 40 45 40 78 52 75 69 63 53 39 35 628

Parking Tickets 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 10 5 0 1 18
Total 1,388 1,342 1,712 1,621 1,880 1,641 1,796 1,685 1,492 1,517 1,278 1,095 18,447

SQUAD CAR MILEAGE as of DEC  2025
VEHICLE YEAR MILES
Ford Explorer 2021 37060
Ford Taurus 2018 76895
Ford Taurus 2019 48000
Chevy Tahoe 2020 55260
Ford Explorer 2025 14123
Ford Explorer 2017 127740

SQUAD CAR EXPENSES DEC2025
(01-6200-241)

NO EXPENSES
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2025SPECIAL SERVICES FOR DEC2025
ASSIST OTHER AGENCIES 16
ASSIST MOTORISTS 04
KEYS IN CAR 07
HOUSE/BUSINESS CHECK 85
EXTRA PATROL 177
FOOT PATROL 09
SCHOOL PATROL 01
STATIONARY PATROL 76
CONCENTRATED PATROL 96 C
COMMUNITY CONTACT 82
Cortland Center Stop/Speed Detail 115
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Thru 12/31/2025

SUMMARY
MISC 

officers
DARGIS 

971
HARRIS 

974
RYDER

976
HOPKINS 

979
SAWYER 

977
SCHAIBLE 

978
VANWANKU

M 972 TOTAL

Case Reports 46 2 276 62 65 96 65 16 628

Community Contac 21 1 304 96 321 149 26 3 921

Warnings 192 0 77 70 50 163 109 0 661

Tickets Issued 1 0 4 6 5 80 34 0 130

Accidents 2 0 12 7 6 6 3 1 37

Criminal Arrests 0 0 19 5 2 30 12 0 68

Total Calls 1816 18 2565 1208 2080 3690 1746 152 13275

Traffic Stops 195 1 77 70 57 215 138 0 753

Self Initiated 1692 8 2237 980 1860 3435 1473 91 11776

Parking Tickets 1 0 16 0 0 0 0 0 17

Total 3966 30 5587 2504 4446 7864 3606 263 28266
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Traffic 
Stop

Civil 
Process

Assist 
other 911

Noise 
Complaint Misc TOTAL

5 9 11 3 3 16 47
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DCSO in Cortland
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CAD Calls by DayDEC2025
SUNDAY 113
MONDAY 115
TUESDAY 120
WEDNESDAY 127
THURSDAY 83
FRIDAY 122
SATURDAY 93
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CAD Calls by Day  Total 2025
SUNDAY 1998
MONDAY 1854
TUESDAY 1825
WEDNESDAY 1853
THURSDAY 1776
FRIDAY 2035
SATURDAY 1934
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